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From the dean 

CLA pushes the boundaries of global education 

When I look at CLA's lineup of faculty, visiting schol
ars, and artists, I am struck by something they all 

seem to have in common-global perspectives. I am 
reminded that isolationism-whether in Washington or 
in the academy-is not only impractical, imprudent, and 
impolitic, but also impossible. 

When I arrived as dean in 1996, I said that one of my 
priorities would be to internationalize the faculty, research, 
curriculum, student experience, and reach of CLA pro
grams to address emerging global issues. I am pleased to 
say we have succeeded on all fronts. 

Embracing the global community 
That we live in a global community is self-evident. The 
world has shrunk while our experience of it has expanded 
exponentially through global political, cultural, econom
ic, and communication networks. We live, work, play, and 
transact business in a global marketplace, on a global stage. 

The world has entered our kitchens and living rooms, 
our back yards, our neighborhoods, our city councils and 
state legislatures, our courtrooms, and our workplaces. 

"Globalization" means that what happens in Bangkok, 
Belfast, Baghdad, or Bombay affects all of us. We may 
not hear a tree falling in the rainforest, witness a suicide 
bombing, sew garments in a Thai sweatshop, drill for oil 
in Iran or Venezuela, harvest 

street corners and in our schools, and emblazoned on local 
billboards and storefronts. New Asian, African, and Lati
no businesses appear almost daily in our commercial dis
tricts. And our arts communities have been transformed 
by an infusion of cultural traditions and languages from 
around the world. 

Faced with all of these daily challenges to whatever illu
sions of stasis we might once have harbored, we all must 
be constantly on our intellectual toes. As tensions mount 
around global political, environmental, and economic 
issues, and as our own communities become more and more 
diverse, we must educate young people more than ever to 
think pluralistically and glob
ally. We must teach them to ~ 
think critically and creative- ; 
ly about the world both far ~ 
away and close to home, and ~ 
to develop thoughtful, nu
anced,humane,andinnovative 
solutions to problems both 
local and global. 

CLA rises to the challenge 
In recent years, we have 
launched several new interdis-

ciplinary research cen- Dean Steven J. Rosenstone 

ters with an international focus: the Institute for poppies in Afghanistan, or 
scrounge for food in drought
stricken sub-Saharan Africa; 
but all of these things happen 
nonetheless--and pretending 
that they don't, or that they 
have nothing to do with us, is 
not an option. 

'Globalization' means that 

what happens in Bangkok, 

Belfast, Baghdad, or Bom

bay affects all of us." 

Global Studies; the Center for German and 
European Studies; the Center for Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies; and the European Consor
tium. The initiatives that have emerged from 
these centers have received major support from 
the U.S. Department of Education, the German 
Academic Exchange Service, and private donors. 

In both subtle and profound ways, we feel the impact 
in our daily lives of what happens even thousands of miles 
away. Responding to global markets, we pay more or less 
for gas, a TV set, a gallon of milk, or a pair of shoes; and 
we watch our net worth rise and fall as the stock market 
and the value of a dollar fluctuate. Responding to world 
trade agreements and labor practices, farmers receive 
either more or less for their crops or plant corn instead of 
soybeans; the price of computer chips, oranges, and steel 
fluctuates; and the local job market shrinks and expands 
along with wages. 

Our changed world 
Responding to immigration and shifting cultural land
scapes, our businesses have changed the way they pro
duce, market, and deliver goods and services. Languages 
from around the world are now spoken routinely on our 

But global perspectives are not limited to a few CLA 
institutes or departments. Indeed, throughout the college, 
the curriculum has taken on a decidedly international cast. 

Hardly a member of our faculty has not brought to his 
or her scholarship and teaching a global perspective, 
whether it's a sociologist studying international law and 
cultural change; a historian studying immigration or glob
al democracies; a humanist studying Latin American music 
or South Asian literatures; a psychologist studying cul
tural socialization; a geographer studying the impact of 
world socioeconomic and environmental change on 
human health; a political scientist studying global envi
ronmental politics, transnational advocacy networks, or 
national identity in the European Union; or an economist 
analyzing world financial markets. 

continued page 4 
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of HOIMIIInd Security, 13,522 

letal lmmltrants from 160 
countries arrived In Min. ....... 
In 2002-the hlthest num• 
ber In 20 yean. The nation 
as a whole received 594,000 
letal lmmltrants that year 
from a wider rante of coun• 
tries than ever In Its history. 

vers1 y o mneso a as 
a freshman in 1963, John F. 
Kennedy was still U.S. presi
dent - November 22 was still 
two months away. The world 
my friends and I inhabited was 
tidy and simple: It comprised 
the monolithic "us" (the U.S.
dominated "free world" of pros
perous Western capitalist 
democracies and their allies), 
and the inchoate "them" (the 
Soviet Union, Iron Curtain coun

tries, and "underdeveloped" nations that needed our protec
tion from the Red Menace). 

In my suburban high school, the world beyond Minnesota 
rarely showed its face. When it did, it was the face of an exchange 
student, who usually looked a lot like the rest of us and spoke 
impeccable, if slightly accented, English. Or it was TV cover
age of a standoff at the Berlin Wall, of our seemingly invinci
ble president addressing the nation, or of Castro or Khruschev 
brandishing a fist. Closer to home, it was a number seared into 
the flesh of a Jewish classmate's mother's arm. 

My classmates and I were the "new generation" to whom 
our president in his inaugural address had famously passed the 
leadership torch. We were exhorted to shine that torch on the 
darkest, least "developed," regions of the world and make 
them more like us. Little did we know how little we knew. 

My closed world 
In my Minneapolis suburb, local immigrant communities were 
all but invisible, as were the Twin Cities' small and isolated 
urban black and Indian communities. 

When new arrivals (nearly all from Europe) crossed the 
threshold to America, they were expected to scrape from their 
psyches the accumulated cultural grit of the homes they had 
left behind, and to send underground their values, their lan
guages, their rich and cherished family and cultural histories. 
Without much ado, they completed the requisite crash course 
in American life, then melted imperceptibly into the cultural 
stewpot. At least that's how we saw it. 

My suburban classmates and I were all immigrants, or the 
children, grandchildren, or great-great grandchildren of immi
grants; but we generally thought of ourselves simply as "Amer
icans." We looked, talked, dressed, and acted "American.'' We 
drove American cars. We learned "American values" of free 
speech and free enterprise. If we thought about our ances
tors at all, they were as old ghosts whose stiff black-and-

co or u o y monoc roma 1c wor • 
Some of us were more than a little embarrassed by the 

vestigial accents and "old ways" of our Polish, German, or 
Scandinavian grandparents. We had little sense of or inter
est in our own cultural heritage and wanted only to live the 
American Dream. If we saw people on the streets who didn't 
look like us, we thought of them as "foreigners." 

We were, in short, pretty provincial. 

Enter the University of Minnesota 
For those of us who had viewed the world "out there" only 
through (mid)Western cultural lenses, the world of the Uni
versity was a revelation. 

I was awed in 1963 by many things on this campus the 
sheer size of the grounds, the beauty of the historic buildings 
and the landscape, the felt presence of history and of Big 
Ideas. But most of all, I was struck by how international it 
was. Only a few miles from home, I had entered a new world. 

The University was Minnesota's first truly international 
community, about the only place in Minnesota where French, 
Spanish, Chinese, Hindi, and Farsi were spoken alongside Eng
lish. It offered a sneak preview of a 21st century global com
munity that many of us could then have barely imagined. 

Fast forward to 2003 
Today, Minnesota looks more and more like the rest of the 
world. Its cultural landscape is richly veined with interna
tional ore. The "inner ring" suburb I grew up in is home to 
growing communities of new immigrants and people of color. 

The aromas, flavors, customs, and languages of many lands 
and cultures mingle and intersect on street corners and in 
neighborhoods, stores and restaurants, religious congrega
tions, theaters, boardrooms, and classrooms throughout the 
Twin Cities. The campus, too, is more international than ever. 

New immigrants no longer leave their ethnic identities on 
the doorstep. Their cultural practices and values are a visi
ble part of a more multicultural, and more multiculturally 
challenged, Minnesota. Even people whose families have been 
"American" for many generations have begun digging beneath 
American soil to find the tangled roots of the hybrid family 
trees from which they sprouted. And our language reflects 
these changes by affirming the many different ways of being 
American Asian American, African American, Italian Amer
ican, Mexican American, Native American .... 

"Globalization" has brought to our doorsteps, our neigh
borhoods, and our schools the world beyond this nation's bor
ders. The world "out there" has come home. 

And that, in a nutshell, is what this issue is about. 
Eugenia Smit/1, ed 
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T
he whole world and its increas
ingly mobile people are Helga 
Leitner's turf: In her teaching 

and research, Leitner, professor of 
geography, draws from a broad theo
retical base in the social sciences to focus 
on the challenges of migration and 

1 immigration, cultural and residential 
integration, and the collision of values 
and cultures. 

Understanding how newcomers 
adapt and how Minnesotans and other 
indigenous Americans react to them is 
central to Leitner's research and teach
ing. So is negotiating that interaction. 

"Acknowledging differences is cru
cial, but what's most important is show
ing respect for difference," she says. "It 
is not sufficient to be tolerant." 

Leitner understands something of 
the immigrant experience firsthand: 
After several years on the geography 
faculty of the University of Vienna
where she received her Ph.D. in 1978--
she came to Minnesota in 1985 as an Austrian 

' citizen. This wasn't her first trip-she had 
been a visiting professor here-but her "peri
od of adjustment" lasted roughly ten years. 

That didn't stop her from being produc
tive. Over the years, she has received more 
than a dozen research grants for her prolific 
and pathbreaking work on the timely trio of 
urban development and sustainability, transna
tional migration and immigration, and envi
ronmental justice. 

That work is at the core of her teaching. 
"All the courses I teach have an international 
component," says Leitner, whose undergrad
uate courses "Population in an Interacting 
World" and "Transnational Migration and the 
Politics of Citizenship" take students through 
the challenges of migration and diaspora. 

Countering negative messages 

Public discourse both locally and nationally 
focuses on immigration as a problem to be 
solved, says Leitner. The negative messages 
"are not lost on people," she notes. 

REATING 
byKarinWinegar world citizens 

"Putting greater emphasis on the 
contributions immigrants have made and 
are making to the economy, the culture, 
and the public purse is really important," 
Leitner says. "I try to teach students the 
value of knowing and appreciating dif
ferent cultures." Leitner adds that recent 
immigration from Asia , Africa , and 
Latin America into the mostly European 
Midwest has sorely challenged Min
nesotans' capacity for embracing change 
and respecting difference. 

"Small towns in outs tate Minnesota, 
places that have been almost exclusive
ly white, are changed suddenly and dra
matically, culturally and racially," says 
Leitner. "If you combine this new diver
sity with other dramatic transformations 
that these towns are undergoing, such as 
loss of local business, the indigenous 
people feel sold out, a loss of control. It 
is unsettling." 

Despite perceptions of disruption, 
Leitner says her research confirms that 

continued page 4 
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little real competition exists between long
term residents and new immigrants. In other 
words, if businesses disappear, it's not because 
of immigration. Indeed, immigration can 
boost small-town economies, bringing in new 
businesses, new producers and consumers of 
goods and services, and, of course, workers. 

Race-based thinking is deeply embedded 
in the American psyche, says Leitner, and 
assumptions about race inevitably shape how 
Americans think about and react to immi-

grants. Indeed, she notes, such think
ing may be the single most serious 
obstacle to cross-cultural understand
ing, communication, and cooperation. 

Leitner's research on adaptation and 
incorporation of immigrants into host 
societies has broad implications for pub
lic policy on issues such as race and 
environmental equity. It's no accident, 
Leitner observes, that exposure to envi
ronmental hazards is generally greater 
in poor and immigrant communities 
and communities of color. In Min
neapolis's Phillips neighborhood, for 
example--one of the poorest and most 
racially diverse neighborhoods in the 
Twin Cities--geographic surveys show 
comparatively high concentrations of 
chemical pollutants. 

Leitner routinely presents her 
research findings at national and inter
national conferences, most recently at 
the Color Lines Conference at Harvard 
University, which brought together aca

demics, public policy makers, and civil rights 
activists from across the country to discuss 
the present and future of racial inequalities 
and racial integration in the U.S. 

Negotiating diversity 
For communities, immigration issues are 
complicated by divergent views of how power 
and authority should be exercised and what 
constitutes justice for immigrants. With Kathy 
Fennelly of the Humphrey Institute for Pub-

lie Affairs, Leitner is addressing some of these 
issues in an ongoing study of immigrant -host 
society relations in Faribault, Minn., where 
they are interviewing new immigrants from 
Somalia, Sudan, Vietnam, Cambodia, Cen
tral America, and Mexico as well as local res
idents of European descent. 

Among other things, Leitner has exam
ined attitudes toward citizenship-specifi
cally, the question of dual citizenship. What 
nation do immigrants call home? Where are 
their loyalties? With vast transnational migra
tion, Leitner wonders, "Will dual citizenship 
become the norm or will it be resisted by 
nation states who fear it will undermine their 
sovereignty?" 

As the U.S. becomes increasingly tied to 

the rest of the world economically, political
ly, and culturally, "The American position 
that the American way is the 'right' way is 
increasingly challenged," says Leitner. 
"There are a wealth of ideas and ways of life 
in the rest of the world. 

"I am concerned about how can we help 
people realize and rethink their preconcep
tions. Globalization means we have to try to 
figure out what needs to be done to create and 
foster sustainable multiracial and multicul
tural societies. 

"What makes me optimistic is I see stu
dents who want to learn about other parts of 
the world, other languages, to develop greater 
understanding and awareness of an increas
ingly interconnected world." 

From the dean 

continued from paqe 1 

·~udg.et cuts _w.orrt stop us Jr:om .dreaming. planning, arulbulldlng.~ 
-Dean SteYen Rosenstone, 

State of the College, October 2003 

And what about our students? Global studies has become one of 
our most popular majors. The number of students studying abroad 
has doubled in the last decade, and the number doing research on 
international issues has soared. More than ever, our students are 
developing proficiency in world languages. They're working with 
Minnesota's immigrant communities through internships and serv
ice learning. And they are more diverse than ever in their cultural, 
geographic, and ethnic backgrounds. 

They are looking through new eyes at their own lives, their com
munities, their state and national governments, and the whole world's 
cultures, economies, and political systems. And they are better pre
pared than ever to help ensure Minnesota's vitality in the global econ
omy at home and abroad. 

The world "out there" is no longer "out there." It must be reck
oned with. It is a potent and immediate presence in our everyday 

lives. And as this nation's citizens and leaders face seemingly 
intractable problems both internationally and at home, we have never 
been so sorely in need of creative solutions. 

Federal Reserve Board Chairman Alan Greenspan has said, "The 
most significant challenge facing our universities is to ensure that 
teaching and research continue to unleash the creative intellectual 
energy that drives our system forward." 

The faculty featured in this issue of CLA Today, and their col
leagues throughout the college, are unleashing that energy in their 
students. And our students and alumni-never more talented, never 
more tuned in to the world, never more diverse-are already put
ting that creativity to work in local and world communities. 

SteYen Rosenstone 
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by Mary Shafer 

LOCKING 
the SYSTEM 

A
sk Abdi Samatar a question, and he '11 
pause, and pause some more. When 
he does answer, his thoughts emerge 

in neat paragraphs with topic sentences. 
Samatar's reflective, analytical style can 

be disconcerting to Americans used to clipped, 
rapid-fire conversation. Yet this assured and 
elegant man is anything but formal or taci
turn. Ask him about his professional life, or 
about anything he cares about, and he speaks 
with the passion of a committed activist. 

"There are three things I'm excited about," 
he says after the requisite pause. "I'm excit
ed by the ideas that attracted me to academia 
and the possibility of staying mentally young 
forever; by public service-using what we 
learn here to make our communities better· 
and by the opportunity to use my position a~ 
a scholar and teacher as a platform to speak 
about injustice." 

An East-African native, Samatar 
is a geography professor who came 
to the U by way of academic back
grounds in Wisconsin, Iowa, and Cal
ifornia. On the faculty since 1992, he 
studies the political and economic 
struggles of Third-World countries, 
particularly Somalia and Ethiopia. 

Samatar has been a Fulbright 
scholar in Ethiopia, has done field 
work on governments and institutions 
in Botswana, and spent two years in 
South Africa in the immediate after
math of apartheid. With all of that, 
he says, he is positive that universi
ties are pivotal in making a difference 
to Third-World countries. 

"For good or ill, the United States 
has interests all over the map," he says. 
"If that interest is to serve both this 
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country and others, it should be informed 
by seriously grounded scholarship with an 
excellent grasp of problems and prospects 
overseas. That way, we can have a positive
sum game. In the past, it has been zero-sum: 
We've won; they've lost." 

Despite his concerns about the state of 
the world, Samatar calls himself an opti
mist. That's because, he says, he has seen 
first-hand the determination of people in 
Third-World countries. 

In the early 1990s, Samatar was invited 
continued page 6 



to South Africa to work for an 
organization called the Human 
Science Research Council 
(HSRC). With nearly 1,000 
employees, says Samatar, the 
HSRC had been "the social sci
ence think tank of the apartheid 
government. The agenda was to 
use the social sciences to justify dehumaniza
tion of South Africa, to give a scientific gloss 
to apartheid, to train South Africans to 
become servants and aides to white folks. 

"If you looked at the institute's old 
research, it was all about reinforcing segre
gation, and finding ways to justify it. That 
had to come to an end." 

Confronting global injustice 
"My job was to help change this," says 
Samatar. "We trained researchers, worked to 
revamp the institute's research agenda. It 
meant not only changing the curriculum but 
also changing the culture of the institution. 
To do that, we had to attract young people, 
nurture them, and use the institution to build 
up their skills." 

Samatar, who calls the experience his "way 
of confronting global injustice concretely," 
says it helped nurture his own optimism: "I 

Photo by Bridget Brown 

Elizabeth Heger Boyer 

was inspired by what I saw in 
those young men and women 
who had been locked into a 
system designed to make them 
mentally blind. 

"They were my role mod
els rather than the other way 
around. These were people 

who could have left but chose instead to stay 
and fight." 

Accentuating the positive 
Samatar notes that most research on Botswana 
and South Africa has focused on the negative. 

"I found some of the work on certain 
issues wanting," he says. "There seemed to 
be an attitude of 'This is the way things are; 
there's not much can do.' I try to demonstrate 
that Botswana, for example, is a vibrant coun
try. We cannot homogenize these people in a 
pessimistic way. Africans have done their own 
work and competed very well." 

Samatar-who was teaching a new course 
on Islam on September 11, 200 1-says 9 I 11 
was a watershed for universities: It "elevat
ed the intensity of what we study; and it cre
ated a focus for Islamic studies." 

It also, he adds, highlighted the need for 
more resources for Islamic scholarship. 

by Mary Shafer 

A 
cross the globe today, some 130 
million women have been cir
cumcised. The custom persists 

despite its almost universal condemnation 
by world governments. In Egypt, for exam
ple, says Elizabeth Heger Boyle, 97 per
cent of married women have undergone 
the painful rite of passage, even as the 
Egyptian government bans the practice. 

In Boyle's view, female circumcision
genital cutting, or mutilation (depending 
on the perspective)-offers a starting 
point for thinking about the interplay 
between the global and the local in cul
tures around the world. 

Boyle, an associate professor of sociol
ogy, has always been an avid internation
alist, although not always in academia. 
With a law degree from the University of 
Iowa, she practiced for a time as a securities 
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"There are not many here who can deal with 
the Islamic world," he says. "But students are 
interested, and we must cultivate that inter
est. They need to be well-prepared for a glob
al political and economic world, both to live 
in it and to serve others in it." 

So how does a warm-climate guy live in 
Minnesota? Despite winter temperatures to 
which he has never quite acclimated, Samatar 
says he's been happy in Minnesota. 

"If you put all 50 states on a spectrum, 
from open to closed, Minnesota is first or sec
ond," he says, "so it's good." 

That openness could account in part for 
the rapid growth of the local Somali commu
nity, the largest in the nation. With all of his 
other commitments, Samatar-who is profi
cient in Somali as well as in Arabic-finds 
time to be an ad hoc adviser to some of the 
"close to 200" Somali students on campus. 

Of his department, Samatar says, "I have 
colleagues who are first-rate human beings. 
Most important, though, the best graduate 
students in the discipline are here. 

"From Cape Town to British Columbia to 
Ireland-they come from all over the map. 
They are the jewels of the department. They 
make this place challenging and exciting." 

lawyer, negotiating transactions all over 
the world, participating in multinational 
conference calls at midnight, and finding 
fascination in the differences between 
American and international law practice. 

"American lawyers [go to] battle for 
their clients," says Boyle. "Lawyers in 
other countries tend to look for the right 
answer." Her interest in how perspectives 
differ helped bring her to her research. 

Always with an eye to "setting her own 
agenda," Boyle-whose bachelor's and 
master's degrees are in social psycholo
gy-went back to school after her first 
child was born, earning a Ph.D. in sociol
ogy from Stanford in 1996 and then join
ing the U of M faculty. 

Her interest in and research on female 
genital cutting culminated last year in the 
publication of her book Female Genital 



ELIZABETH HEGER BOYLE 
Associate professor, sociology 
www.soc.umn.edu 

Education 
• Ph.D., Stanford University; J.D., University 

of Iowa; M.A., B.A., University of Iowa 

Her students might say .•• 
• "I'm critical of things other people take for 

granted, questions like 'Is an education real
ly useful?' We need to talk about why we 
think education is important. 
"If you went back 150 years, it was OK and 
valuable to be just a good farmer. A farmer 
[had] status in society because he was sup
porting his household. Now, being good at 
farming doesn't matter as much [in our 
society] as how many years of education 
you have. People take for granted that more 
education makes you better." 

What drives her: 
• "I like to take apart customs like wearing 

clothes, washing hands, things we take for 
granted." 

What she'd take to an island: 
• "I'd take language tapes to learn Swahili or 

French or something I don't have time to 
learn with my current schedule." 

The best thing about being a professor: 
• "I'm really thrilled about mentoring 

students. It's also fun to get things 
published, then go to conferences, and 
have people say, 'I read that' or mention 
that they're using my book in their classes. 
Of course teaching is also really fun. It 
keeps me on my toes." 

Cutting: Cultural Conflict in the Global Com
munity (Johns Hopkins Press, 2003). When 
it comes to issues of globalization, says 
Boyle, female genital cutting (FGC) has few 
rivals, touching as it does on everything from 
women's and states' rights to issues of West
ern arrogance and cultural autonomy. 

Connecting the global and the local 
"Female genital cutting can provide unique 
insights into the operation of global-local 
connections in the international system," 
Boyle says in her book. 

Boyle explains that global principles drive 
a nation's policies as much as local cultures 
do. At the international level, institutional
ized values such as individual and human 
rights protection collide directly and emphat
ically with the local cultural practice of FGC. 
To people on the outside, failure to conform 
to these international principles is seen as an 
aberration. 

On the other hand, FGC is--or was until 
recently-institutionalized at the local level. 
People in the community take the practice 

for granted and don't reflect on it; it grows 
out of a shared and firmly entrenched value 
system. Any who challenge or reject the prac
tice are ostracized. Boyle notes that some 
women in Egypt were surprised to learn that 
the women researchers were not circumcised. 

"Because of the presumed universality of 
some individual characteristics, differences 
across cultures are considered shocking and 
defined as problematic," says Boyle. 

"Egypt adopted an anti-FCG law despite 
considerable local opposition because [gov
ernment leaders were] socialized by the inter
national community to value certain ends, to 
take certain actions, and refrain from taking 
others." Because Egypt's elected Parliament 
couldn't pass a law to ban FCG, the govern
ment decreed by executive fiat that the prac
tice would no longer be permitted. 

"So one question becomes, 'Do we want 
democracy, or do we want to stop female 
genital cutting?"' says Boyle. "We work hard 
to create democracy and majority rule, but 
we also pressure countries to act the way we 
want them to. 

"To wait for democracy to take its course 
would be slower. We wouldn't get the result 
for a long time. But regard for local institu
tionalized practices is critically important in 
understanding globalization." 

In the aftermath 
Following 9 I 11, Boyle noted 
immediately the deep rever
berations in immigrant com
munities. 

During interviews to 
determine why and how 
immigrants become U.S. cit
izens, she says, the conversa
tions kept circling back to 
9 I 11: "We were surprised by 
the profound implications. 
It's far harder to be an immi
grant now than it was before 
9 I 11. Today's immigrants 
face very different issues than 
did those of a generation or 
two ago." 

That's not just because of 
9 I 11, Boyle notes. It's also 
also due to the dramatic 
changes in the backgrounds 
and cultural makeup of immi
grants. When the U.S. Immi
gration Act of 1965 opened 
U.S. doors to more non
Europeans, people from 
Africa and Asia immigrated 
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to the U.S. in far greater numbers than ever 
before, raising issues of "difference." For 
Americans unused to such diversity, differ
ence sometimes meant discomfort and anxi
ety, even fear and distrust. 

Moreover, says Boyle, "Many of our 
immigrants today are refugees. This makes 
a huge difference. 

"It's important for the West to understand 
how intimately we are involved in creating 
situations that create refugees. Whatever we 
do has a great effect on the rest of the 
world-but our tendency has been not to see 
that connection. 

"The U.S. helped create refugee situations 
for both Hmongs and Somalians, but has 
been reluctant to see an obligation to them. 
It's important that we see our responsibility 
and our interconnectedness." 

Boyle considers herself a bit "obsessed" 
in her pursuit of understanding things from 
different perspectives, crediting a Stanford 
University mentorwith setting her on that 
course by "shaking up my world in terms of 
what I took for granted." 

Now, says Boyle, "I'll take a topic and 
pursue it to the ends of the earth. But that's 
what makes a good academic, right?" 



by Mary Shafer 

Y.ould pmb,U,ly wunt on on' h•nd th' 
number of M.l. T. astrophysics alumni who 
do research in Hindu cinema. Actually, there 
may be only one. Her name is Jigna Desai, 
and she's at the University of Minnesota. 

An assistant professor in the Department 
of Women's Studies, Desai calls herself a 
"1.5-generation South Asian in diaspora,"l 
by which she means that, although she is a 
South Asian native-she was born in 
Gujarati, India-she grew up and studied 
in the United States. As a toddler, Desai 
migrated with her parents to New Jersey; 
the family later moved to Georgia. 

While earning her bachelor's degree in 
astrophysics at M.l. T., she says, she realized 
that "teaching physics wouldn't get at the 
social justice issues that were important to 
me." So instead of a physics lab, she opted 
for the University of Minnesota, where she 
could get a minor in feminist studies while 
she earned her doctorate in English. 

Now, five years after joining the faculty, 
she laughs to think that she's "lived longer 
in Minnesota than anywhere else." 

Connecting through film 
To get your arms around Desai's research 
interests, you'd have to stretch far enough 
to include her ever-broadening search for 
transnational links among ethnicity, class, 
gender, culture, politics, and post-colonial
ism-and then view these links through the 
prism of her South-Asian-turned-Min
nesotan perspective. 

''I'm always looking at the transnational 
framework," she says, "and trying to find the 
connections between what's happening here 
and what's happening there. That has meant 
continually erasing my own ignorance." 

In her new book, Beyond Bollywood: The 
Cultural Politics of South Asian Diasporic 
Film" (Routledge, 2003), Desai explores 
these connections by examining films made 
by Indians who have emigrated to Canada, 
Great Britain, and the United States, as well 
as films produced in India. 

Jigna Desa 

Exploring "brown skins and silver screens." 

Some of these films-such as Fire, by 
Toronto filmmaker Deepak Mehta, with its 
depiction of same-sex love-have caused 
quite a furor in India. Others, such as Mon
soon Wedding, explore how ancient tradition 
and modernity intersect in family life. Anoth
er, Masala, looks at life among the members 
of Canada's diasporic Indian community. 

Assembling the puzzle 
To Desai, who thinks of her work as an 
exploration of "brown skins and silver 
screens," cinema offers a unique opportu
nity to indulge her passion for finding links. 
Hollywood-Bombay's version of Holly
wood-becomes her vehicle to explore the 
South Asian piece of the puzzle. 

''I'm always finding new connections to 
Asia in my work," says Desai. "To see brown 
skin in a way that isn't stereotyped is reward
ing, but so is seeing things like how stories 
of feminism travel in these films and how 
they become popular with non-South Asian 
women and how they tell their own stories. 
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"These films also are wrapped up in 
being enticing to youth," she says. "How 
are South Asian young people watching 
them? Are they nostalgic for a place of real 
culture and real belonging? They're aware 
of trying to create a construct of race that 
fits them, because they realize that to be Indi
an is not ever to be fully American. The dias
poric question is, how do you be Indian and 
live abroad? Films are significant to the ways 
migrant communities imagine themselves." 

Desai is keenly aware that films of India 
and the Indian diaspora are becoming more 
popular at a time when U.S.-South Asian 
relationships are being tested politically. 

"In the films we can learn about a culture 
at the same time that there are hate crimes 
being directed at this culture, at the same 
time that there is a crackdown on immigra
tion," she says. 

September 11 "politicized South Asians 
in ways those in the upper class hadn't con
sidered," says Desai. "For the first time, 



many actually became aware that they were 
brown-skinned. The upper class was surprised 
that they had to be careful. For them, it's been a 
matter of slowly creating awareness. People 
now have been moved to ask, 'How do we fit 
into this construct of race?"' 

Living the connections 
Desai calls Minneapolis and St. Paul "Somali 
cities" because of the large number of Somalis 
who live here. She finds the cities a rich source 
of insight about how "people are living in com
plex ways and are invested in international 
issues. For certain groups, these connections are 
everyday and lived." 

This is why, in another project, Desai is look
ing at Bollywood cinema to find out how it mod
els and shapes cultural identity for Pakistani and 
South Asian college students. How is their cul
tural identity formed? What is at the center? 
What role does cinema play in this? 

Desai's courses include an honors course on 
South Asians in America; an intro-level class 
called Politics of Sex, which explores the links 
among sexuality, gender, and colonialism; and a 
graduate class in postcolonial studies. Passion
ate about teaching, Desai says she especially 
loves that "lightbulb moment," when her stu
dents really connect with an idea. 

"With students, I try to encourage active 
learning," she says. "They take things apart, put 
them back together. They role-play, debate, 
make films, create projects that help them define 
what their position is. I'm so proud of my stu
dents. I love to hear where they go." 
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History professor Robert McCaa 

travels the globe, making the world 

safe for historical demography. 

NEGOT 
by joel Hoekstra 

I 
f you think the Middle East 
might be an unfriendly place 
for Americans these days, 

think again. In September, University of 
Minnesota history professor Robert McCaa 
traveled to Amman, Jordan, to attend a 
meeting of ministers from the Arab League. 
Representatives, mostly statistical chiefs, 
from more than 20 countries in the region 
attended. 

"Given what is going on next door, one 
could imagine that the response would be 
somewhat chilly," McCaa says. 

In fact, the mood was warm. McCaa, 
whose aim was to negotiate research access 
to census data, received an invitation to the 
conference from a Palestinian statistician. 
During the gathering, McCaa spoke per
sonally with the head of the Syria's statisti
cal bureau and bent the ears of higher-ups 
from almost every attending country. 
Though no nation handed over census data 
on the spot, the Minnesota professor deemed 
the trip a rousing success. "I wouldn't be 
surprised if within two years we have agree
ments with at least 10 states," he says. 

McCaa has been racking up lots of fre
quent-flyer miles in the past year in his effort 
to garner research agreements with foreign 
governments. Such cooperative pacts are the 
foundation for 

around the globe. So far, 45 
countries have agreed to 
participate in the project
representing roughly half of 
the world's population. 

Demographic microda
ta are the individual house
hold details that are gath
ered during a census. Age, 
occupation, education, mar
ital status, and number of 
children are some basic 
microdata categories that 
are part of almost every 
census, but many countries, 
including the United States, 
with its dreaded "long 
form," also assemble data 
on the number of televi
sions, cars, and toilets per 
household. For researchers 
looking for a connection 
between, say, divorce rates 
and TV purchases, such 
data can be a gold mine. 

But the willingness of 
governments to release such 
information varies. The 
U.S. Census Bureau makes 
most of its data available, 

but keeps confidential 

the Interna
tional Public 
Use Microdata 
Systems proj
ect, an under
taking initiat
ed by U of M 

"Given what is going on next door, one could 

imagine that the response [to a visit to a 

meeting of Arab League ministers in 

Amman, Jordan] would be somewhat chilly." 

those details that 
might reveal the iden
tity of participants. 
(For historical demog
raphers like McCaa, 
this isn't particularly 

professor Steven Ruggles. McCaa and Rug
gles won a five-year grant from theN ation
al Science Foundation in 1998 to gather 
demographic microdata from countries 

troublesome.) Other 
countries, however, tend to be more pro
tective or even secretive about census results. 
And when it comes to old census data-the 
kind that most interests historians like 
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Photo by Bridget Brown 

McCaa-the archives of many nations are 
often spotty at best. 

Synchronizing details 
Gathering data isn't the only hurdle faced 
by researchers. The aim of the IPUMS proj
ect is to harmonize the information, so that 
answers to differing questionnaires can be 
compared. 

Fortunately, efforts by the United 
Nations to encourage standardization of 
questions have resulted in widespread com
monality of practices among census-takers 



ROBERT McCAA 
Professor, history 
www.hist.umn.edu 

Education 
• Ph.D., history, U of California, Los Anqe

les; B.A., Linfield Colleqe, McMinnville, Or. 

Family ties 
Spouse, Wanda, two adult sons, and two 
qrandsons 

Won't soon forget •.. 
"Beinq chased in a car by anti-druq police 
in Mexico. We thouqht they were just 
teenaqers havinq fun with the tourists. 
Fortunately, I was wearinq a suit and tie, 
but had removed my shoes and socks. 
When I qot out of the vehicle, they took 
one look at my odd appearance and put 
their quns down." 

Would most like to meet from history ... 
"Huayna Capac, the last Inca before the 
Spanish conquest. I would want to know if 
he really had any premonitions of what 
was cominq and whether he was infected 
with smallpox or some other disease 
when he died." 

All·time favorite movie is ... 
Hal Ashby's Being There, with Peter Sellers 

If he were marooned on an island, he'd 
wish for .... 

"A laptop and my wife." 

around the world. But even so, com
parative discrepancies exist: Kenya's 
question regarding marital status, for 
example, allows respondents to note 
a polygamous union-not uncommon 
in the African nation. Of course, 
there's no corresponding designation 
on the American forms. 

Such irregularities are easily dealt 
with by IPUMS, McCaa says. The 
program's organizational structure
"Ruggles's genius solution" he calls 
it-allows for both standardization of 
categories and an infinite amount of 
detail within each category. In other 
words, a researcher using a computer 
to slice and dice IPUMS data could 
call up Kenyan marriage statistics with 
or without regard to polygamous 
practices, depending on their goals. 

The applications for social 
researchers and historians are numer
ous: "If you're studying orphanhood 

in Kenya and you want to know if 
orphans are taken in in polygamous 
unions, or only monogamous unions, 
you can figure it out," McCaa says. 

IPUMS makes such data available 
over the Internet. Thus, Swedish 
researchers have instant access not 
only to census microdata provided by 
their own government, but to com
parative data from a host of other 
nations as well. "The Internet solves 
the problem of distribution of data," 
McCaa notes. "You can disseminate 
these data at astonishingly low costs." 

A passion for history 
McCaa's passion for pulling together 
statistical data is matched only by his 
love of history. The son of a sawmill 
worker, he grew up in California and 
attended college in Oregon before 
deciding to pursue advanced studies 
in history at the University of Cali
fornia-Los Angeles. 

On the way to his Ph.D., McCaa 
developed a keen interest in Latin 
America-fueled in part by a Peace 
Corps stint in Colombia-and ulti
mately won permission from the 
Chilean government to use never
before-analyzed statistical data for his 
doctoral thesis about Chilean popu
lation changes and their impact. 
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McCaa arrived at the University of Min
nesota in 197 4. Despite his rigorous travel 
schedule (he recently returned from Johan
nesburg and is planning to go to Tokyo on 
behalf of IPUMS), he has always found time 
and energy for teaching undergraduates. 
These days, he is happily teaching an under
grad course in world population history. 
"Undergraduates ask great questions," he 
enthuses. 

Looking to the future 
Perhaps some of those students will some
day use IPUMS to solve important ques
tions. "For example, with respect to the fis
cal future of Social Security, wouldn't it be 
nice to be able to analyze the experience of 
other countries that may have discovered a 
way out of this perfect storm?" McCaa says. 

"Obviously, the answers are not specif
ically laid out in these data. But by using 
these data, we can discover how responsive 
people are to certain kinds of incentives and 
not others." 

It's that potential that motivates him. 
And so McCaa continues to travel, glad

hand, and negotiate. In some ways, he's 
practicing a timeless art: barter. "My expe
rience buying pineapples in a market in 
Medellin in the 1960s is proving to be very, 
very valuable," he says. "I can bargain with 
these people." 



CLA VITAL SIGNS 
Students 

• CLA is the largest college at the 
University of Minnesota, with 
16,690 undergraduate and 
graduate students in the arts, 
sciences, social sciences, and 
humanities. 

• 50% of all undergraduate 
students on the Twin Cities 
campus are enrolled in CLA. 

CLA Class of 2007 

• 2,486 new students are enrolled 
in CLA's Class of 2007 • 

• 12,323 students applied to CLA 
for 2,500 spots for fall 2003 (up 
from 7,303 in fall1996, or an 
increase of 69%). CLA offered 
admission to 59.8% of those 
applicants . 

• Applications from students of 
color rose from 1,206 to 1,733 (up 
43.7% from 2002) . 

• 84% of fall 2003 new freshmen 
were in the top 25% of their high 
school class (up from 67% in 
1996); 33% were in the top 10% 
(up from 26% in 1996) . 

• The average ACT score for new 
freshmen is 25.2. 29% of new 
freshmen scored a 28 or higher 

on their ACTs. 

• 1,702 students are in the CLA 
honors program (1,519 in1996); 
417 new freshman were admitted 
to the honors program fall 2003 
(313 in 1996). 

Diversity 

• 13.8% of CLA students are 
students of color (compared to 
9.6% a decade ago); 16.3% of new 
freshmen (fall 2003) are students 
of color. 

• 8,464 undergraduates are women 
(58.7%); 5,865 are men (41.3%). 

Degrees 

• CLA awarded 2,398 
undergraduate degrees in 
2002-03 (up from 2,013 in 
1999-2000). 

• CLA provides 27% of all the 
instruction delivered by the 
University of Minnesota 
system, and grants 30% of all 
degrees awarded on the Twin 
Cities campus: 44% of the 
undergraduate degrees; 16% 
of the graduate degrees; and 
13% of the Ph.D.s. 

From the 
development 
director 
MARY HICKS A

s we approach 
the end of fall 
semester 2003, 

I'm reminded of what 
a remarkable difference philanthropy has made in 
the vitality of this college. A simple stroll through 
our brand new West Bank Arts Quarter puts a 
spring in your step. 

Everyone knows that artists are some of the 
world's most introverted people, right? Well, 
maybe they just need more congenial environ
ments for their creative work. 

As Mark Pharis, chair of the Department of 
Art, said recently, "The new Regis Center for Art 
has made us extroverts." 

THE POWER OF PHILANTHROPY 
The Regis Center and 
its neighboring build
ings-and the academic 
and creative work that 
go on within and across 
those walls-are a testa
ment to what can hap
pen when people who 
care about our students 
and faculty step forward 
with support. 

As I scanned the room at the CLA scholarship 
dinner in October, I saw students whose lives 
were forever changed because someone cared 
enough to create a scholarship. It wasn't just the 
financial support that buoyed them, 

STOCK GIFTS 
Despite market losses over several quarters, many 
people still find themselves facing capital gains 
problems-all the moreso as markets rebound and 
investors see some recovery from previous losses. 

You may be asking yourself, "Is it really more 
advantageous this time of year to donate appreci
ated stock to CLA rather than cash? 

The answer, unequivocally, is yes. 
Giving appreciated, publicly traded securities is 

easy and still yields tremendous tax benefits. 
When making a stock gift to CLA, you can claim a 
charitable income tax deduction for its full fair 
market value. If it's long-term appreciated stock 
(held for more than one year), you bypass any 
unrealized capital gain that would be taxed if you 

sold it to make a cash gift. 
Securities also can fund 

a gift that produces 
income for you, such as a 
charitable gift annuity or 
a charitable trust. A gift of 
stock can save you twice 
and help a CLA student 
graduate in four years 
without being saddled by 

massive debt. 

THE DO NOT CALL REGISTRY 
Let's be honest: Few of us look forward to the din
nertime phone call asking for our help. But once I 
get past my reflex muttering, I'm delighted to get 

an update from a friendly student on 
but also, as one student said, "the 
confidence someone had in me, with
out even knowing me." 

This, my friends, is the amazing 
power and the joy of philanthropy. 

Usually, I focus on one philan
thropic topic in this column, but this 
time I'm eager to share information 

"I saw students 

whose lives were 

forever changed 

because someone 

cared enouqh to cre

ate a scholarship.'' 

what's happening in Gopherland. 
You may have thought you wouldn't 

receive these calls if you signed up for the 
U.S. National Do Not Call Registry. But 
charities, including educational institu
tions, are exempt from the registry. If you 
prefer not to be contacted by phone, 

on three different timely topics to help you think 
about how you might support the students and 
faculty of CLA. 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR CLA STUDENTS 

As we go to press, the University is putting the 
final touches on guidelines for a soon-to-be
announced scholarship campaign. As you know, 
the need for scholarship help is enormous. CLA 
students' educational costs have soared in the past 
five years. 

While a CLA education continues to be a great 
investment-and a bargain in comparison to many 
other schools-the financial stresses on students are 
severe. This scholarship campaign will be invaluable 
to our students-and, I might add, for the future of 
the University and the state. Stay tuned for details! 

please inform the student caller, who will 
add a "Do not call" restriction code to your Univer
sity record. 

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

If you have made a gift to CLA, thank you for 
changing lives. If you are pondering a gift, please 
join us in the transformation happening through
out the college. 

For more information about CLA scholar
ships or to discuss the advantages to you of a stock 
gift, please contact me at 612-625-5541 or 
hicks002@umn.edu. 

Meanwhile, please don't forget to contact your 
Minnesota legislators to tell them why it's so 
important to support the University during these 
challenging times. All of Minnesota benefits from 
a strong University of Minnesota. 
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FACULTY: 
Kirt Wilson (communication studies) 
received the 2003 James A. Winans
Herbert A. Wichelns Memorial 
Award for Distinguished Scholar
ship in Rhetoric and Public Address. 

Jeylan Mortimer (sociology) is the 
2003-04 recipient of the CLA Dean's 
Medal. This honor, funded by an anony
mous private donor, recognizes facul
ty excellence in scholarship and/or cre
ative activity. (See story below.) 

Frederick Asher (art history) received the Chin-Chaun Lee 

Outstanding and Inspiring Leadership Award from the Consulate 
General of India for his leadership in promoting stronger relations 
between India and the United States. 

Lance Brockman (theatre arts and dance) and Leonard Polakiewicz 
(linguistics, ESL) received the 2003 President's Award for Out
standing Service. 

Steve Ruggles (professor of history and director, Minnesota Pop
ulation Center) received the Population Association of America's 
Robert J. Lapham Award for his contributions to population 
research, applications of demographic knowledge to improve the 
human condition, and service to the profession. 

Paul Sackett (psychology) received the Distinguished Scientif
ic Contributions Award from the Society of Industrial and Orga
nizational Psychology for his contributions to the study of human 
behavior in the workplace. 

Mary Vavrus (communication studies) received the National Com
munication Association Diamond Anniversary Book Award for 
her book Postfeminist News: Political Women in Media Culture. 

Chin-Chuan Lee (journalism) won the top paper award from this 
year's International Communication Association, Intercultural 
and Development Division. 

Ray Gonzalez (English) received the Texas Institute of Letters 
Award for best book of non-fiction for his book of essays, The 
Underground Heart (University of Ar izona Press). 

Dara Strolovich (political science) received an award from the 
American Political Science Association for her dissertation, 
"Closer to a Pluralist Heaven? Women's, Racial and Economic Jus
tice Advocacy Groups and the Politics of Representation." 

Ben Munson (communication disorders) won the Students• 
Choice Award of the CLA Student Board, which recognizes a 

professor who is a knowledgeable, effective, and creative teacher. 

Peggy Nelson (communication disorders) received the 2002 Edi
tor's Award from the American Journal of Audiology for her arti
cle "Background Noise Levels and Reverberation Times in Unoc
cupied Classrooms: Predictions and Measurements." 

Phyllis Moen (Presidential McKnight Professor of Sociology) has 
been elected a fellow of the American Association for the Advance
ment of Science (AAAS) in recognition of her "germinal and sig
nificant contributions to the sociology of family and to the sociol
ogy of aging, as well as for service to the AAAS." 

Regents' Professor Emeritus John Turner (Ph.D. '50, history) 
received the University's Outstanding Alumni Achievement 
Award. As a history professor, Turner received the Horace T. Morse
Amoco Teaching Award for Undergraduate Education. He has made 
significant contributions in service to the University, his discipline, 
and the larger community. 

Michal Kobialka (theatre arts and dance) and Elaine Tyler May 
(American studies) each were awarded the Fesler-Lampert Chair 
in Humanities for 2003-04. 

Awards, continued on page 14 
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NOTABLE NEWCOMERS 
Paulina Raento, University of Helsinki, is the David and 
Nancy Speer Visiting Professor in Finnish Studies. 
Raento is an accomplished researcher and teacher in 
political, cultural, and regional geography, and the geog
raphy of leisure and recreation. 

Fiction writer Charles Baxter will join the Creative 
Writing faculty spring 2004 as the Edelstein
Keller Distinguished Chair in Creative Writ
ing. Baxter is the author of numerous short
story collections and novels, including the 
best-selling Feast of Love, soon to be a film. His 
next novel, Saul and Patsy, is due out in fall2003. 

ALUMNI/AE: 
Mary Winstead (M.F.A. '00) received the 2003 
Minnesota Book Award for nonfiction for her book Back to the 
Mississippi. 

Norah Labiner (M.A. '95) received the 2003 Minnesota Book 
Award for Fiction for her novel Miniatures (Coffee House Press, 
2002). Labiner also is the author of Our Sometime Sister (Cof
fee House Press, 1998). 

Yuko Taniguchi (M.F.A. '01) received the Minnesota State Arts 
Board Fellowship for Poetry. Coffeehouse Press will publish 
Yuko's first book of poetry, Foreign Wife Elegy, in February 2004. 

James Gallant (M.A. '65, English) has published his first book, 
The Big Bust at Tyrone's Rooming House/A Novel of Atlanta. 
Gallant has twice made the "Distinguished 100" list in The Best 
American Short Stories. 

Monica Nassif (English '83), founder of the Caldrea Co. (maker 
of high-end household cleaners), was named one of the top entre
preneurs in Minnesota and the Dakotas at a ceremony sponsored 
by the Twin Cities office of Ernst & Young. 

Fanny Cheung (Ph.D. '75, psychology), Bon Ho Koo (Ph.D. '67, 
economics), and Sylvia Tamale (Ph.D. '97, sociology) received 
the University's Distinguished Leadership Award for Interna
tionals. Cheung, professor of psychology at the Chinese Uni

versity of Hong Kong, led in the 
development of the Cross-Cul
tural (Chinese) Personality 
Assessment Inventory and was 
founding chair of the Equal 
Opportunities Commission of the 
Hong Kong Government. Her 
award recognizes her influential 
leadership in mental health and 
gender studies in Hong Kong and 
Asia. Koo is chair of the Depart
ment of Economics at the Uni-

Sylvia Tamale 
versity of Ulsan in Korea and is 

distinguished professor at the Korean Development Institute, an 
economic development think tank. He has received the Mogry
on and the Moran medals, the highest honors that can be con
ferred upon a civilian in Korea. The University award recognizes 
his outstanding contributions to the economic and social devel-

opment of Korea. Tamale, a professor at Makerere Uni
versity, Uganda, is an articulate spokesperson for Ugan
dan women and a prominent human rights advocate. 
She has been in the forefront of legislative efforts to 
establish women's rights in the areas of land owner-
ship and family relations. The award recognizes her 

"courageous leadership ... on some of the most 
pressing social issues for women in the region." 

STUDENTS: 
Amanda Alien (sociology), Marianna Bayevsky 
(psychology), Eric Christopher (English), 
Kimberly Hinton (Spanish studies), and 
Lizbeth Wawrzonek (dance and English lit
erature) each received the summer 2003 
CLA Undergraduate Internship Grant. The 
fall grant went to Matthew Bowlby (global 

studies and Spanish/Portuguese studies), Robert Johnstone 
(public relations), Abigail Stadler (psychology), Hilary Whitman 
(sociology), and Heather Wooten (urban studies). 

CLA's most prestigious scholarship, the Selmer Birkelo Schol
arship, went to: Xiaochaun Zhao (global studies), Daniel Weiske 
(urban studies), Sarah Stein (cultural studies & comparative lit
erature), Katherine Rainey (history), Katherine Holbrook 
(English/women's studies), Michelle Collins (Spanish/Portuguese 
studies), Elizabeth Dunbar (journalism/political science), Julia 
Curran (geography), Matthew Lorig (Spanish studies/geogra
phy), Diana Siwicka (French studies), Erica Warren (art history), 
Ryan Black (Asian languages & literature), Justin Knoepfler 
(philosophy), Sloan Dawson (history/political science), and Fatema 
Abdul Rasul (political science/journalism). 

Leila Babaeva (political science), Julie Cook (journalism), Laura 
Foltin (English), Jed Ipsen (political science), Danny Khotsom
bath (Spanish studies), Joshua LaBau (history/English), Gladys 
Mambo (political science), Sridya Rao (political science/African 
American studies), Daniel Weiske (urban studies), and Eunice 
Yburan (political science) were selected for Who's Who Among 
Students in American Universities and Colleges. 

Francisco J. Granados received the 2003 Graduate Student 
Paper Award of the American Sociological Association Economic 
Sociology Section for his article "Intertwined Cultural and Rela
tional Environments of Organizations." 

Suzanne Rivecca (M.F.A. student, creative writing) won the 
Chicago Literary Award for her story "Life-Drawing." 

Serena King (Ph.D.student. clinical psych) received the Enoch 
Gordis Research Award from the Research Society on Alcoholism 
and the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism. 

Two School of Journalism and Mass Communication student 
projects won Emmy awards from the Upper Midwest chapter of 
the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences. "Lost Faces," 
produced by Nina Bouphasavanh, Axel Gumbel, Anthony 
Maggio, and Linda Shudlick, won in the News and Information 
(college) category. "The Sandwich Generation," produced by 
Audra Lynette Harpel, won in the Non-News/Entertainment 
(college) category. 
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Patterning America 
By Katie Anderson 

What comes to mind when you pic
ture a mosaic? A random mix of 

media? An artfully constructed multi-col
ored pattern? To three University 
researchers, "mosaic" describes Ameri
can society, a society made up of cultur
ally distinct groups and individuals. 

Sociology professors Douglas Hart
mann, Penny Edgell, and Joe Gerteis are 
the primary investigators for the Ameri
can Mosaic Project, a three-year research 
endeavor that looks at prejudice, dis
crimination, diversity, solidarity, and iden-
tity through the lens of race and religion in the 
United States. 

The project, sponsored by the David Edelstein 
Family Foundation, includes a national phone sur
vey, in-depth interviews, and field work in select
ed locations throughout the country. The survey 
poses questions about how Americans understand 
the nature and consequences of racial and reli
gious diversity in their own lives and for society as 
a whole. The fieldwork will include research on 
local organizations and groups to identify how 
these groups experience and deal with issues relat
ed to race and religion. 

Each researcher brought to the project his or 
her own area of expertise: Hartmann focuses on 
race, Edgell on religion, and Gerteis on social class. 
The joining of these three minds has produced 
something none imagined possible. "It's been sat
isfying to learn from two colleagues who know a 
lot about issues I care about but have not had a lot 

of time to learn about," says Edgell. Hartmann 
agrees, saying that this project has been an "oppor
tunity that pushed him to think in new ways." 

Although the project is far from finished, the 
researchers are confident that this data will be of 
major importance to the understanding of what 
Americans think defines an "American." 

"If you want to understand inequality in this 
society, if you want to understand debates about 
affirmative action, racism, and poverty . .. and how 
Americans think about these things, I think you'll 
want to take a look at this project," says Edgell. 

"These are topics that everyone cares about
listen to the radio," say Gerteis. "Whether you're 
listening to 'Talk of the Nation' or Rush Lim
baugh, whatever the political outlook, issues of 
diversity and national solidarity are what people 
want to talk about." 

Katie Anderson, a senior in English and journalism, 
is an intern in the CLA Office of External Relations. 

Coming attraction ... Coexistence 

st: Lejla Bujlla, Sarajevo 

In May and June, with support from the Regis Foundation and Allianz Insurance Company 

and in partnership with the cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul, CLA is hosting Coexistence, 

a worldwide traveling exhibition originating in Museum on the Seam, Jerusalem, Israel

the result of an international juried competition. Large posters will be displayed outdoors 

in both Twin Cities. The exhibition has appeared in Berlin, Zurich, Copenhagen and other 

European cities as well as in U.S. cities. Related events will be held on campus. FFI: 

www.chgs.umn.edu. 
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Taking it to the streets 
By Katie Anderson 

"Listen to the voice of the affected": That's what 
Kathleen Ganley tells the students in her serv

ice learning class. And it's become the class's motto. 
A few years ago, Ganley, a teaching specialist, 

decided she wanted to do something about the prob
lems facing the Twin Cities. Latino community. 

"I could see that [the Latino population] was 
growing and . .. I saw a lot of needs. I also saw that 
our students didn't have much access to this com
munity and didn't have much understanding. I real
ly thought mutual teaching and understanding 
could benefit them both," she says. 

So Ganley developed an experimental class, 

r Nifty, 
teworthy 

Spanish 3401: Service Learning in the 
Latino Community. From one section, 

the class has burgeoned to three 
three, and today, demand is so high 

that students must apply to get in. 
In the classroom, Ganley leads students in dis

cussions of such issues as immigration, racism, eco
nomic discrimination, and global politics. Then 
students take their classroom learning to their serv
ice-learning sites. 

Some students affil iate with social service agen
cies, such as Centro, tutoring Spanish-speaking pre
school children, working in women's programs, 
helping with job programs, and working in med
ical clinics. Others work at local elementary schools, 
such as Aurora, a charter school for mostly Latino 
children. Many teach English through such local 
organizations as the Resource Center for the Amer
icas; others teach computer skills at Aprendamos 
Computacion. 

"It is very important to look at [issues facing 
immigrants] from the academic point of view," says 
Ganley. "But if you really want to learn about this 
community, if you really want to learn about dis
crimination and what it is like to live in this coun
try not knowing the language, you need to talk to 
the people who are affected by those things." 

It's alive! The WBAO celebrates 

Photo by Terry Faust 
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The West Bank Arts Quarter (WBAQ) 

and the new Regis Center for Art cel

ebrated their grand opening October 10-12 

with a series of spectacular public events. 
On Friday, the Arts Quarter Collective 

held its third annual fall arts festival- this 
year called "Scribble This!" in homage to 
the edgy new Arts Quarter logo. 

Embracing the spirit of collaboration 
among the arts, the students created a mix 
of pieces that combined dance and video, 
dance and visual art, an art installation 
with a parade of spaceships made out of 
post-consumer waste, and much more. An 
end-of-evening iron pour, "Crosspollina
tion," lit up the sky and brought together 
dancers and iron sculptors. 



Building community through education 
By Rowena Vergara 

~ 

J ennifer Pierce knows what it ~ 
takes to build a solid community: ~ 

communication, compassion, and 
reciprocity. Raised in a southwest 
steel mill town, where working-class 
Latinos mixed with wealthy WASPs, 
Pierce says she always felt a sense of 
community. 

The Twin Cities is a different story. 
Immigrants from Somalia, Laos, Cam
bodia, Ecuador, Uruguay, and else
where have formed thriving Twin 
Cities communities-but these com- Jennifer Pierce 

The initiative was conceived 
during a brainstorm of faculty and 
community members in summer 
2002. Its objective is to engage fac
ulty members, community lead
ers, and activists to address, and 
educate the public on, issues that 
beset immigrant communities. It 
also will work to influence public 
policy on issues that affect immi
grant communities and support 
development of literacy, citizen
ship, and health resources. 

munities tend to be isolated from each other and 
from the larger community. Pierce, professor of 
American studies and director of the Center for 
Advanced Feminist Studies (CAFS), wants to see 
Minnesota communities become more like the one 
she grew up in. So with colleagues Catherine 
Ceniza-Choy and Rod Ferguson (American stud
ies), Erika Lee (American studies and history), and 
Helga Leitner (geography) she is leading an initia
tive titled Gender, Migration, and Global Change. 

On Saturday, the new Reqls Center for Art opened 
with a gala party. Many old friendS-alumni and col
leagues- joined donors, faculty, and staff to enjoy 
hearty hors d'oeuvres and take in the "Art Moves" 
faculty exhibition in the new Katherine Nash Gallery, 
dance performances by U students, and music by the 
School of Music steel drum band and jazz and string 
ensembles. 

"There's a part of this country that celebrates 
us all as immigrants, and then there's another that 
shows distrust and hostility of immigrants," Pierce 
says. "What makes this country strong is its diver
sity. At the same time, with diversity comes vio
lence, racism, and resentment." 

The prevailing perception that immigrant groups 
"aren' t working, or are on welfare" makes Univer
sity-facilitated conversations among communities 
all the more important, says Pierce. Indeed, she 
believes the University is mandated to make these 
conversations happen. 

"I believe in the land grant mission of giving 
back to the community and serving the public," she 
says. "The importance of education is to take that 
first step--in understanding and respecting others. 
We live in a global community. Beyond the states, 
other countries have cultures, too." 

Rowena Vergara is a CLA intern. To read about Kong Vang, 

a Hmong student in Pierce's international perspectives course, 

go to www.cla.umn.edu/clatoday/default.html. 

WEST BANK ARTS QUARTER 

The weekend was capped by a Sunday open house 
throughout the arts quarter. Students, staff, and fac
ulty came together to showcase arts quarter offer
ings-with dance performances in the Barker Cen
ter, opera and piano performance in Ferguson Hall, 
"Shakespeare Games" by B.F.A. students in Rarig 
Center, and video showings and architect-guided 
building tours in the Regis Center. 

There's lots more to come! Coming attractions 
include: the 4th Minnesota Print Biennial, Nash Gallery, 
Regis Center for Art (through Feb. 19); University 
Theatre's Macbeth, at Rarig Center (Jan. 29-Feb. 8); 
Spark Festival of Electronic Music and Art (Feb. 19-22); 
and "On the Edge VI," an exploration of the collabo
rative realms of dance and theatre (Feb. 26-28). 

For more information about arts quarter events, 
go to www.cla.umn.edu/wbaq.-Ke/(y O 'Brien 
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CLA VITAL SIGNS 

Budget and resources 

As public funding has shrunk, CLA 
has focused its resources to 
ensure excellence in the programs 
that serve students and to 
enhance the excellence of faculty 
research and creative work. 

In FV96, 27.6% of CLA's non
sponsored budget came from state 
support; and 58.7% of CLA's non
sponsored budget came from 

tuition. 

In FV03, only 19.5% of CLA's 
non-sponsored budget comes from 

from state support; and 68.6% of 
CLA's non-sponsored budget 
comes from tuition. 

In FV03, CLA receives $1,748 in 
state support per full-year
equivalent (FVE) student, 

compared to $2,207 in FVOO. 

Academic programs 

CLA offers degrees in 69 
undergraduate majors. 

Two-thirds of the CLA programs 
ranked by the National Research 
Council are in the top 25 
nationally. 

Of the U of M departments ranking 
among the top 15 by the National 
Research Council, half are in CLA. 

International perspectives 

CLA offers about 400 courses in 
23 modern languages, enrolling 

some 7,005 undergraduate and 
580 graduate students in a 
typical year. 

CLA offers nearly 650 courses 
with global studies content, in 
disciplines from anthropology to 
women's studies. Courses focus 
on both regions of the world 
(Africa, East Asia, Europe, Latin 
America, Russia, South Asia) and 
international "themes" (culture, 
power, and place; environment and 
sustainable development; 
governance, peace, and justice; 
international political economy; 
and population, migration, and 

identity). 

In academic year 2002-03, 708 
CLA students studied abroad, 
compared to 536 during the 
1997-98 academic year. 

Languages offered by CLA include: 
Ojibwe, Dakota, American Sign 
Language, Arabic, Chinese, Dutch, 
Finnish, French, German, Modern 
and Classic Greek, Hebrew, Hindi, 
Hmong, Italian, Japanese, Korean, 
Latin, Norwegian, Polish, 
Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, and 

Swedish. 



by Joel Hoekstra 

I
n early 1991, radio corre
spondent Tom Gjelten found 
himself in Kuwait. The U.S. 

military had recently routed Iraqi troops from 
the tiny nation. But instead of celebration, 
Gjelten, a foreign correspondent for Nation
al Public Radio, discovered frustration among 
soldiers stationed in the Persian Gulf. With 
Saddam Hussein still in power, they argued, 
the job remained unfinished. 

Gjelten, now NPR's national security cor
respondent, says now, "It was amazing. You 
could see the thinking in 1991 that explains 
why we are where we are today." 

His experience in Kuwait and other war 
zones, including Nicaragua, Colombia, and 
the former Yugoslavia, gave Gjelten a sea-

NED • 1n 
soned perspective on the most recent 
conflict with Iraq. As the primary 

reporter covering the Pen
tagon for much of the war, 
he knitted together details 
streaming in from multiple 
sources. Besides gleaning 
information from briefin
gs by defense and state 
department officials, he 
also monitored and syn
thesized details streaming 
in from the front. While his 
colleagues provided grip
ping up-close perspectives 
of troop advances and life 
in Baghdad, Gjelten was 
charged with providing a 
broader view. For this vet
eran journalist, it was all in 
a day's work. 

CLA beginnings 

Gjelten got his start as a 
reporter on the staff of the 
Minnesota Daily in the late 

1960s. He had transferred 
to the U from a small pri
vate college to experi
ence something "bigger, 
more worldly, more 
diverse." He took an 
interest in theater, sam
pled widely from the U's 
liberal arts curriculum, 
and started writing fea
tures for the Daily. He 
served as the newspaper's 

first full-time state-capitol reporter and later 
as editorial page editor. 

"The Daily was extensively critiqued by 
journalism faculty," Gjelten recalls. "That 
was how we learned journalism." 

Still, he never considered a journalism 
major. Instead, he majored in anthropology, 
for "a broader education," and even consid
ered going on to graduate school in the sub
ject. It was a telling choice. 

"Anthropology has got a lot in common 
with journalism," Gjelten says. "What a cul
tural anthropologist does is very much like 
being a foreign correspondent. You go into 

CLA Today • Fall/W inter 2003-04 

18 

exotic places and live there for a couple years 
and you try to figure out the culture, and how 
it works, and what keeps people together and 
what their customs are, and their view of the 
world. You immerse yourself in it." 

After graduation, however, Gjelten took 
a job as a schoolteacher on an island off the 
coast of Maine. That led to an interest in rural 
education, and after four years of teaching, 
he launched a new career, immersing himself 
in travel, research, and writing related to rural 
schools. He wrote a book called Schooling in 
Isolated Communities and traveled to distant 
corners of Alaska, Idaho, West Virginia, and 
several foreign countries. 

The tales from Gjelten's travels piqued the 
interest of a friend who worked for NPR in 
Washington, where Gjelten lived. "I kept 
coming back with stories from all these inter
esting people I'd meet in these places," he 
recalls. "My friend said, 'You should take a 
tape recorder with you the next time you go."' 

Stories from real life 

Gjelten began doing freelance work for pub
lic radio. "What I found was that the voices 
of the people were alive," he says. "I found 
that the radio stories were much more vivid 
than the print version of the same story. The 
personalities of the people I was interview
ing came through when you heard them in 
their own words." 

The bosses at NPR agreed. They hired 
Gjelten as a full-time reporter in 1982. His 
beat has shifted over the years, from educa
tion and labor to Eastern Europe to defense 
and national security. (Gjelten's wife, Martha 
Raddatz, now with ABC News, also once cov
ered the Pentagon for NPR.) But public radio 
news junkies know that, no matter the sub
ject, Gjelten can be relied on for a thorough
ly researched account. 

On campus last spring to deliver a public 
address, Gjelten told an interviewer, "As a 
reporter, you have to be comfortable with his
tory, with literature, with social sciences, and 
economics. You have to be a quick student. 

"If you're assigned a story on an unfamil
iar subject, you have to be able to master it 
quickly. And the more broad-minded and 
solid your academic foundation is, the better 
you'll be able to do that." 



..Notabl · alumni/ae 

Intrepid chamBion 
ryxarin w;n,ga' for R I G H T s 

E a bookwonn fwm tiny D'troit Lake•, 
Minnesota, who describes herself as "sort of 
an introvert," it's been an amazing public ride. 

Janet Benshoof has repeatedly been select
ed by the National Law Journal as one of the 
100 Most Influential Lawyers in America and 
has received numerous awards in the fields 
of constitutional law, reproductive rights, and 
women's health rights. She also has lived, and 
thrived, at the center of political storms. 

Benshoof is founder and president emer
itus of the Center for Reproductive Law and 
Policy (CRLP), a nonprofit human rights 
organization specializing in legal reform of 
reproductive/ privacy laws. She has litigated 
constitutional cases in more than forty states 
and the United States Supreme Court. 

In 1992, she received the prestigious 
MacArthur Foundation Fellowship for her 
work in advancing women's legal rights. And 
she is a familiar face on television: She has 
appeared on Good Morning America, Night
line, CNN, and McNeil /Lehrer. 

As a teenager, Benshoof read 20 books a 
week-so she came to the University of Min
nesota in 1965 intending to major in English. 
When she graduated summa cum laude in 
1969, she was still an avid reader, but her 
majors were political science and sociology. 

Along the way, she savored courses with 
some of the most notable professors of the 
time: poet John Berryman, political theorist 
Mulford Sibley, and economist Walter Heller. 

Liberal arts and law 
While earning her law degree at Harvard, 
Benshoof remained a liberal arts junkie. "I 
found the U of Mat least twice as intellectu
ally stimulating," she says. "Law school was 
more like vo-tech. Analyzing cases did make 
me learn to write with less petrification, but I 
was more stimulated by human and civil 
rights, the rule of law and international tri
bunals and the Supreme Court. 

"The idea of justice had appeal for me. I 
knew I didn't want to do corporate law." 

At Harvard, Benshoof founded a Harvard 
women's law association. But it was earlier, 
in CLA, where her feminism took root. While 
researching aspects of the authoritarian per-

sonality for her summa thesis, she noticed that 
all those polled on American voting attitudes 
were men. 

it occurred to me, I will go and do" -and 
do she did, as an advocate in the nation's 
courtrooms. 

What Benshoof defended were the 
right to free expression, freedom of religion, 
freedom from discrimination, and the repro
ductive and privacy rights of women. Her 
concern for these issues has taken her to 
Burma, where she gave open talks on human 
rights and served as attorney to Burmese pro
democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi; and to 
Turkey, where she is on the board of an organ
ization that trains young village women to go 
door to door to talk about family planning 
and take women to health services. 

Looking at the big picture 
When Benshoof retired in 2001, CRLP had 
a staff of 60, an annual budget of $7.7 million, 
consultative status to the United Nations, and 
legal projects in more than 40 nations. One of 
Benshoof's last acts there was to flle a lawsuit 
against President George Bush and the Glob-

al Gag Rule (which denies 
"So I asked, 'Why don't we 

look at women?' I was told we 
don't need to because women 
vote exactly the same," says 
Benshoof, noting what a "facile 
answer" that was. These days, 
she says, women not only make 
their own decisions at the polls, 
but also have become a power-

"You have to just 

take chances. In 

books, [heroines] did 

it, so it occurred to 

me, I will qo and do." 

funds to local family plan
ning agencies that provide 
both family planning and 
abortion). The move was a 
stand against accelerating 
government restrictions on 
individual rights, she says. 

ful political force in their own right, holding 
public office, running campaigns, and decid
ing elections. And in taking independent 
stands, they often have concerns and priorities 
that are different from men's. 

Just do it 
Benshoof has put much of her professional 
energy into seeing that women's voices are 
heard and giving due credit to women's 
accomplishments. She modeled her career, 
she says, after feisty heroines of literature. 

"The heroine has to do something to move 
the book along," she says. "You have to just 
take chances, return the pearl necklace, stop 
for the person in the road, or dash into the 
battlefield, even if you aren't Sue Barton or 
Nancy Drew. In books, [heroines] did it, so 
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"We are seeing a disman-
tling of the balance of pow

ers," she says, noting that if the current trend 
continues, "The executive, legislative, and 
judicial branch will be in sync and dominated 
by an ideological agenda." 

Although Benshoof says she arrived at the 
U with her values already in place, her edu
cation taught her to think big, think critical
ly, and think and act with passion and con
viction about the issues she cared about. 

"The biggest American value is our pub
lic education," she says. "Public education is 
of value no matter how hard it is to get. My 
mother rode horseback between schoolhouses 
in Montana. Especially as the world becomes 
more multicultural, public education gives us 
a basis of values. It should be our greatest 
investment." 



Philanthropy with vision 

T
his fall, Jonathan Smaby '85 decided 
to tangle with Arnold Schwarzeneg
ger. Wielding his mightier-than-a

sword pen, the Minnesota native turned Texas 
resident wrote a piece for the Dallas Morning 
News on California's then-pending recall elec
tion. Smaby didn't limit his critique to the 
muscled movie star, however: His opinion 
piece noted that the increasing popularity of 
celebrity candidates is yet another sign of 
money's influence on politics. 

"Political parties like candidates who are 
rich and famous because they don't need as 
much money and because they tend to scare 
away primary contenders," Smaby wrote. 
"But what is good for the party isn't always 
good for the electorate." 

Sounding off 
The "Terminator" (California's governor
elect) has yet to respond, but Smaby isn't wor
ried about retribution. He regularly sounds 
off on issues ranging from religion in politics 
to affirmative action to media bias. A year 
ago, he wrote about meeting Paul Wellstone 
while a student at the U of M. His writings 
have appeared in the pages of the New York 
Times, and he has made a few TV appearances 
as a political commentator. 

Smaby owes his political passions-and 
gift for argument-to his U of M education, 
at least in part. Born and raised in Austin, 
Minn., he honed his intellect and values while 
working on political science degree at Min
nesota. He bolstered his knowledge of gov
ernment and public affairs with courses in eco
nomics, Shakespeare, and German history. 

"I really took advantage of the opportu
nities offered by CLA to delve into a lot of 
different areas," he says. As a senior, he was 
recognized for his academic achievement with 
the Selmer Birkelo Scholarship, one of CLA's 
most prestigious awards. 

Now married with two children and work
ing as a lawyer in Dallas, Smaby hasn't for-

by joel Hoekstra MIND 
mighty pen 

gotten his Minnesota educa
tion. Four years ago, he and 
his wife and colleague, 
Michelle Roberts, pledged 
$25,000 toward an under
graduate scholarship in polit
ical science. The gift is, in 
some ways, the fulfillment of 
a promise Smaby made upon 
graduation, when he wrote, 
in a letter to the chair of the 
political science department: 
"What I have learned from 
you and your colleagues .. .is 
something that I can take with 
me into whatever I choose to 
do in life .... In fact, if I can 
ever be of assistance in some 
way ... I would be happy to." 

Taking on challenges 
Newspaper editorials keep 
Smaby's name in the public 
eye in Texas, but his professional success is 
built on a legal career. After working for sev
erallarge law firms, Smaby and his wife estab
lished their own firm, Roberts & Smaby, in 
1988. Centered on commercial litigation, 
bankruptcy, and transactional work, the prac
tice has grown to include 12 attorneys. 

Smaby recently embarked on a new ven
ture. Although he remains a shareholder in 
Roberts & Smaby, he spends his days work
ing with two partners on Leganomics, a Con
sultancy that assists lawyers and others in 
managing their businesses. 

"Lawyers are not trained in business as a 
regular part of law school education," Smaby 
notes. "So even though we're trained in busi
ness, we're not necessarily experts in day-to
day management. Some attorneys know that. 
Others don't." 

The idea for the startup came from 
Smaby's own experience. "When I started 
running the firm, I knew how to deal with 
legal issues, but I wasn't really aware of how 
the matters that a manager deals with are 
always connected," he says. "You start a law 
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firm and you need office space, telephones, 
fax, a server, and furniture. What I learned 
after running a firm is that all those issues are 
related to the overall strategy and direction 
of the firm." 

His new business is still getting off the 
ground, but the challenge has been invigor
ating. Leganomics has tapped his entrepre
neurial energies. "I'm the type of person who 
likes to move on to other things," he says. 

The international front 
Smaby hasn't used his op-ed bully pulpit to 
write much about international affairs. But 
he's increasingly concerned about the direc
tion of American foreign policy. "I think what 
we've witnessed is that it's very difficult for 
the United States to go it alone," he says. 

"We like to think of ourselves as a stand
alone country, powerful enough to defend 
itself. But you can see by recent events that 
we really need other countries to work with us 
in all sorts of ways. For our own prosperity 
we need mutual understanding between coun
tries and cultures." 



INTERNATI 
hyj"lHo'*s"a Mindset 

W
hen the Soviet Union's Commu
nist regime invited a number of 
American psychologists to a pro

fessional conference in 1966, David Camp
bell (Ph.D.'60) jumped at the opportunity. He 
was a new faculty member in the psycholo
gy department at the University of Minnesota 
and had never traveled overseas. A $300 grant 
covered his airfare and weeklong hotel stay 
in Moscow. The experience changed his life. 

Going international 
The Cold War was in full freeze. The Sovi
ets were at odds with the United States about 
a number of issues, including involvement 
in Vietnam. "There were big billboards all 
over Moscow showing American planes 
bombing southeast Asia," Campbell recalls. 

Campbell's endowment has 
given nearly a dozen Ph.D. 
candidates the opportunity 
to study overseas. Last year, 
one student traveled to the Czech Republic 
to attend an international brain research con
ference, another participated in a narcotics 
research meeting in France, and a third 
planned to attend a conference on computer 
vision in Beijing until the meeting was post
poned because of the SARS epidemic. 

Now a resident of Colorado Springs, 
Colo., Campbell has met with several fel
lowship recipients and says he's delighted 
with the diverse uses to which the students 
have put the grants. "The participants have 
been very enthusiastic and grateful," he says. 

New creative directions 

NAL 
working on a 
master's degree at 
Iowa State in 1957 
when, on a cross

campus walk, he was caught suddenly in a 
horrific rainstorm. "I ducked inside [a build
ing] to wait out the downpour. While wait
ing, I was idly reading the bulletin boards, 
and I noticed the announcement of a one
credit course in computer programming," he 
recalls. He enrolled-and learned enough 
about the fledgling field to make him a valu
able asset by the time he arrived at the Uni
versity of Minnesota psychology department. 

"As a result of this meager, almost paper
thin talent," he says, "I was quickly swept 
into projects way beyond my level of sophis
tication-the most notable one being to rean-But the professional meeting also gave 

Campbell a glimpse of how psychology was 
practiced and studied outside the American 
Midwest. He noted the influence of Jung and 
Freud in the presen-

Always a proponent of taking 
psychology in new directions, 
Campbell is also a pioneer. He 
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tations of Russian 
practitioners, along
side handwriting 
analysis and belief in 
psychic phenomena. 

"Psychology as 
practiced worldwide 
was far broader than 
at Minnesota," says 
Campbell. 

The trip con
firmed two things 

Matched with dollars 

from the 21st Century 

Graduate Fellowship 

fund, Campbell's endow

ment has qiven nearly 

a dozen Ph.D. candi

dates the opportunity 

to study overseas. 

is perhaps best known as 
a coauthor of the Strong
Campbell Interest In
ventory. The survey, 
devised more than 30 
years ago, is widely used 
by career counselors and 
vocational experts. 

A battery of other 
psychological assessment 
tools also bears his name: 
the Campbell Organiza
tional Survey, the Camp

for the young professor: First, that Min
nesota's psychology department-rooted in 
empiricism rather than hocus pocus-was 
indeed among the best in the world; and sec
ond, that international exchanges of infor
mation were key to the healthy development 
of the profession worldwide. 

A gift to students 
Although he left Minnesota in 1973, Camp
bell remains an enthusiastic fan of the U's 
psychology department. In 2001, he estab
lished the Campbell Graduate Research Fel
lowship Fund. Matched with dollars from the 
21st Century Graduate Fellowship fund, 

bell Leadership Descriptor, the 
Campbell Leadership Index, and 
the Campbell-Hallam Team 
Development Survey. 

These days, he works as a 
senior fellow at the Center for 
Creative Leadership, an organ
ization dedicated to the devel
opment of effective leadership 
in business and industry. 

A stormy beginning 
Campbell laughs when he con
siders the coincidences that led 
to his fame. The Iowa native was 
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alyze the standardization data for the Strong Voca
tional Interest Blank, a widely used career inven
tory authored by E.K. Strong, Jr." 

For his dissertation, Campbell wrote a comput
er program that detected notable inconsistencies in 
respondents' answers. "I was very proud of what I 
had done," he says. "But any tenth grader these days 
could do in 20 minutes what I did back then." 

Building leadership 
Campbell retains a strong interest in academia, but 
for the past three decades, he has devoted himself 
to using psychology as a tool in building leadership 
skills. His work at the Center for Creative Leader
ship has allowed him to work with thousands of top
flight business leaders, as well as such notables as 
retired U.S. general Norman Schwarzkopf and for
mer Texas governor Ann Richards. 

"The funny thing is, the higher up you go in any 
organization, the less feedback you get," Campbell says. "If 
you're the boss, nobody's going to tell you to your face, 'Whoa, 
you really blew that."' Using psychological inventories and sur
veys, Campbell and his colleagues are able to give leaders a 
detailed analysis of how they view themselves and how others 
view them. Capitalizing on their unique strengths, leaders can 
hone their abilities. 

As Campbell has traveled the country and the globe talking 
to leaders, he has discovered that many of the traits of effective 
leaders are universal. People appreciate leadership, regardless of 
country or culture. And as business and academics grow more 
global in scope, there's plenty to be gleaned from leadership 
and learning that cuts across international barriers. Again, Camp
bell notes, there's value in meeting people face to face-whether 
in Moscow, Mecca, or Manhattan. 

"I don't want to overstate this," he says, "But it's my belief 
that these interactions, to some degree, are useful in lessening 
international tensions between countries." 
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