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Residential College Helps Freshmen 
With Transition to University 
By Jennifer Arnie 

ew of us will ever forget 
the anxieties of freshman 
year. Away from home for 
the first time, students 

must cope with a new and sometimes
intimidating environment- the vast 
University campus. Uncertainty rules 
the first weeks of campus life as stu
dents wonder what classes to take, 
where to buy books, and how to make 
friends. Residential College is an inno
vative program providing answers to 
these questions and helping alleviate 
other common freshman frustrations. 
Of this year's group of 160 Residential 
College students, 109 are CLA fresh
men. 

Students in Residential College live 
together in Territorial and Sanford 
Halls, take one class per quarter in 
common, and have access to excep
tional academic and social support. 
Pre-major advisors hold office hours in 
the dorms to help students with acade
mic concerns, and three University 
professors serve as mentors. This 
year's mentors are physics professor 
Marvin Marshak, psychology profes
sor Gail Peterson, and American stud
ies professor Gayle Graham Yates. The 
mentor/student relationship is the 
core of the Residential College pro
gram. 

"With the University's emphasis on 
higher quality education and serving 
Minnesotans better," says Yates, "I 
think a key ingredient is a holistic rela-

CoNTINUEo ON PAGE Two 

1995 Residential College students at orien
tation party 



CL~ 

TABLE 
OF CONTENTS 

REsiDENTIAL CoLLEGE ·00·00 · 00···00 · 00· ooooooooooooooooooo •• oo • • oo. 1 

FROM THE DEAN 0000000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000 000000000000 3 

NEW CLA FACULTY ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 4 

CoLLEGE NEws oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 5 

FACULTY PROFILES 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 6 

AwARDS AND AccoLADEs 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000 8 

ALUMNI PROFILES oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo oooo ooooooooooo oooo oo 10 

THE SPECTRUM •••••••oo•••············ •••••••oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 12 

HELPFUL HINTS 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 0000 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 . 13 

PHILANTHROPY ·········································00··············· 14 

CL~ 
Volume Eighteen, Number One 

CLA Today is published three times a year by the 
CLA Office of External Relations, 225 Johnston Hall, 
101 Pleasant St. S.E., Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455, 
for alumni and friends of the College of Liberal Arts. 

CLA Today is available in alternate formats upon request. 
Please call the CLA Office of External Relations, 

612/624-5275, or fax us at 612/624-6839. 

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer. 

Editors 
Jennifer Arnie and Terese Lewis 

Coordinators 
Carole Arwidson and Kristen Kokkinen, The Lawlor Group 

Designers 
Jennifer Arnie 

Michael Challeen, Studio A Electronic Publishing & Design 

Student Interns 
Jodi Breisler 

Tracy Ellingson 

Communications Advisory Committee 
Barbara Becker, Director of Student Academic Support Services 

Mary Hicks, Director of Development 
Courtney Jaren, Assistant to the Dean 

Angela Latino Pierce, Director of Alumni Relations 
Tom Trow, Director of Community-Cultural Affairs 

2 

RESIDENTIAL 
COLLEGE FROM PAGE ONE 

tionship between students 
and faculty members that 
exists both in the classroom 
and in the residence hall." 

Yates and her fellow fac-
ulty mentors meet with stu-
dents informally in the 
dorms, often over dinner. 
This kind of casual contact 
encourages students to get 
past their initial fear of 
approaching professors. 
"It's less intimidating when 
we come to them," says 
Yates. Marshak, who 
helped found the program, 
is extremely popular with 
the students. At the orien-
tation meeting for incom-
ing Residential College stu-
dents, Marshak fielded 
questions from an animat-
ed crowd, explaining 
where to buy books for 
classes and how to set up 
an e-mail account. 

The program creates the 
feel of a smaller college 
within the larger University 
community. Students meet 
in both the dorms and the 
classroom making it easy 
for newcomers to establish 
friendships. Rachel 
Vonnewall, a CLA fresh-
man from Wisconsin, says, 
"Even at smaller colleges, 
you might meet someone in 
a class but never see them 
again. Residential College 
provides the opportunity 
for repeated interaction, 
both social and in the class-
room, to maintain contact 
with a group of people." 

In fact, it's the prospect of 
friendships that draws 
many students to 
Residential College. The 
program accommodates 
students' desire for inde-
pendence while providing a 
network of support. Derek 
Washington, a freshman 

theater student from 
Michigan, says, "I was 
looking to go out of state 
and live my own life. But 
this way, it's really easy for 
me to meet people." 
Washington sought acade-
mic, as well as social, sup-
port. "If you have trouble 
in your classes, you can 
double up," he says. 
"Somebody on the floor (in 
your dorm) is bound to 
have the same class." 

Yates believes that the 
Residential College envi-
ronment encourages stu-
dents to study. "Last year, 
students informally orga-
nized themselves into 
study groups and they 
seem to have a common 
norm of taking academics 
seriously," she says. 

Residential College stu-
dents take one class per 
quarter in common. In 
addition, Professor Yates 
is teaching a fall quarter 
class that is open only to 
Residential College stu-
dents. New this year, 
Yates' class expands the 
faculty mentor's role in 
the program beyond an 
advising capacity. "Any of 
us works, at the heart of 
education, as an instruc-
tor. " she says. "Advising 
wasn't enough." Yates' 
class, called Fiction, Art, 
Ethics and U.S. Public Life, 
is an interdisciplinary 
introduction to college. 

Residential College has 
proven extremely popular 
with freshmen, and though 
it's still considered experi-
mental, the participants 
hope to see it expand in the 
future. Brian Lorenz, a 
freshman from North 
Dakota, summed up the 
program's appeal: "It's 
made the transition easier." 

ICLAI 
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CLA Faces Financial Challenges, 
Academic Opportunities 

Fall is always such an were to public institutions percent a year for the next 
exciting time on university only, our departments five years. Planning for a 
campuses. Whereas the would rank consistently in budget reduction of 15 to 
rest of the world may view the top five or so. We can 25 percent will require a 
autumn as an ending of be very proud of these very different approach to 
sorts, people in academic rankings, as well as those planning than that tradi-
settings view it as a begin- programs that have tionally employed in acade-
ning. Each new academic improved greatly over the mic institutions. There will 
year offers opportunities to last several years, but be insufficient resources to 
reach out to a new group of whose reputations have not maintain high quality in as 
students, welcome new and yet caught up to their reali- many programs as current-
returning colleagues, and, ties. ly exist in the college. If we 
in recent years, address a The college also faces are to attract well-qualified 
new set of both opportuni- some daunting challenges students, we must be pre-
ties and challenges. For this year. The economic pared to provide strong 
individuals whose major forecast for the state over and attractive programs, 
focus is the discovery of the next 10 years is bleak. especially to undergradu-
new knowledge and the According to a Minnesota ates. If we are to attract 
transmission of knowledge planning report commis- and retain highly qualified 
to others, nothing could be sioned by Governor faculty members, we must 
more invigorating than the Carlson, the state faces a provide intellectually stim-
activities of a new fall term! cumulative deficit in its ulating opportunities, 

The beginning of acade- budget of $2.5 billion by including well-regarded 
mic year 1995-96 has 2005. The state will have to graduate programs and 
already provided its share make many tough choices outstanding research 
of excitement in our lives. during this period, and opportunities. There will 
The long-awaited National prudence demands that inevitably be fewer pro-
Council on Research report state agencies plan ahead grams than we have now, 
on the rankings of graduate for what will surely be a but, if we plan wisely, those 
programs finally arrived. continuation, and possibly fewer programs will be 
We were pleased to note an acceleration, of the more innovative, more 
that our programs that financial problems they intellectually stimulating, 
have long been ranked have faced over the last more up-to-date, and better 
among the very best contin- decade. Included in the supported than is presently 
ue to hold their positions planning process must be the case. 
among the top 10 to 15 in the possibility that a system To accomplish the neces-
the country. In the College of vouchers will replace the sary planning, the college 
of Liberal Arts these current direct allocations must engage its con-
include the departments of from the state to education- stituents in a process that 
economics, geography, al institutions, thus increas- culminates in its budget 
political science, psycholo- ing competition for stu- proposal to central admin-
gy, and statistics. Joining dents among the state's istration next spring. We 
that group for the first time colleges and universities. have established a small 
is the Department of If we are to adjust to committee whose task it is 
German, Dutch and these realities, the College to define the issues to be 
Scandinavian Studies, of Liberal Arts must plan considered, including a set 
which rose from being strategically, not for of proposed priorities that 
ranked number 23 to being increases in its budget and can be used to guide 
ranked number 11. In each programs, but for decreases resource allocation in the 
case, if the comparisons on the order of three to five college over the next sever-
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al years. The proposed pri-
orities will then be taken to 
the committees and repre-
sentative bodies of the col-
lege, including student and 
alumni groups, for their 
consideration and input. I 
hope that each of you will 
be willing to be a part of 
that process when the 
opportunity arises. It will 
require thinking about 
what we do in different 
ways, consideration of dif-
ferent models of teaching 
and scholarship, and a con-
solidation of effort wherev-
er possible. 

I have every confidence 
that the students, staff, fac-
ulty, and alumni of this col-
lege can rise to this serious 
but exciting challenge. 
What else could we expect 
from individuals who have 
been a part of the outstand-
ing educational tradition 
associated with the College 
of Liberal Arts for the last 
125 years? This could be 
the most invigorating and 
important beginning we 
have experienced in years. 

leLA I 
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CLA Welcomes 22 New Professors 
By Tracy Ellingson 

T 
he College of Liberal 
Arts has only one 
requirement for hiring 
faculty- they must be 

the absolute very best scholars and 
teachers in their fields. 

"CLA's standards are very high," 
says former Associate Dean for 
Faculty, Dianne Van Tasell, who 
supervised the selection of this 
year's new crop of CLA professors. 
"This is a major research university 
so we can attract the very best grad
uates from the very best graduate 
programs." 

Twenty-two new faculty members 
joined 15 CLA departments this fall. 
A welcoming reception gave all 
CLA faculty, both established pro
fessors and their new colleagues, a 
chance to meet. 

"We have to have an occasion 
every once in a while to be remind
ed just what the quality of what we 
do here is - in teaching and in schol
arship and artistic activity," explains 
Van Tasell, who attended the recep
tion. "We were all frankly proud to 
be a part of a university that could 
attract that caliber of people." 

Happily, the relationship 
between the college and the 
incoming faculty is both collabora
tive and mutually rewarding. 
Professor Sarah Holtman, a new 
philosophy professor, explains 
that she was offered a number of 
jobs at other schools. Together she 
and her husband decided that the 
University of Minnesota would be 
the best place for her. "I was very 
attracted to the philosophy depart
ment at the U," says Holtman. 
"The department has lots of people 
who can educate me and who are 
open and interested in helping 
their younger faculty members." 

Holtman, who earned both a law 
and a master's degree from the 

Philosophy Professor Sarah Holtman 

University of Virginia and a Ph.D. 
from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, brings a 
unique combination of experiences 
to CLA. She draws on her back
ground in law to teach political 
philosophical theory. "If you're 
interested both in theoretical and in 
practical questions, then you want 
to explain how people can use theo
ry in their working lives and in their 
lives as citizens," she says. Holtman 
likes the fact that CLA encourages 
faculty from different departments 
to collaborate across disciplines. 

Professor Andre Lardinois, a new 
member of the Classical and Near 
Eastern Studies department, agrees 
with Holtman that CLA professors 
benefit from interdisciplinary col
laboration. 

Lardinois, a native of Holland, 
teaches ancient Greek poetry. At the 
faculty reception Lardinois met 
speech-communication professor 
Edward Schiappa, another newcom
er who shares Lardinois' interest in 
Greek rhetoric. Both scholars 
approach the same subject with a 
different expertise. Lardinois says 
Schiappa "has colleagues in his 
department who are interested in 
modern rhetoric, and I have col
leagues in my department who are 
interested in Greek literature. But 
it's nice to have some overlap. 
[Schiappa] approaches Greek texts 
from a rhetorical point of view and I 
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approach them from a literary point 
of view." 

Besides talented faculty and top
ranked departments, the University 
of Minnesota, Twin Cities has, well, 
the Twin Cities. After leaving New 
York for the "vibrant arts communi
ty" of Minneapolis, dancer Joanie 
Smith and her husband Danial 
Shapiro are ready to make an impact 
on the city. The couple are both 
choreographers and professional 
dancers. Their most recent choreog
raphy project, a work called 
"Fathers and Sons," premiered in 
Munich this October as part of the 
Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater's repertory. Smith and her 
husband continue to run their own 
dance company, Shapiro & Smith 
Dance, in New York. They plan to 
relocate their company to 
Minneapolis in the future. 

Just before leaving New York, 
Smith and Shapiro received a chore
ographer's fellowship from the 
National Endowment for the Arts. 
They plan to use the grant to create 
a new dance project in the Twin 
Cities. Unfortunately, the award was 
a bittersweet one for the couple 
because they were told it would 
probably be the last one given out 
by the financially troubled 
Endowment. 

Smith says she is delighted with 
the University's resources and facili
ties. "I like the studios," she says. "I 
like that I'm encouraged to create 
through faculty grants to do 
research." 

The enthusiasm, new ideas and 
scholarship that CLA's new profes
sors bring to the college are inspir
ing to both students and faculty. 
Van Tasell says, "The whole process 
of having someone new around who 
thinks differently from the way 
everybody else thinks is part of the 
excitement, part of why people stay 
at the U throughout their entire 
career." 



High-Tech ID Card 
Streamlines Student Life 

U students' backpacks are lighter 
this quarter as the new U Card elim
inates the need for dorm keys, pho
tocopy cards and rolls of quarters 
for laundry. The multi-purpose ID 
card has encoded magnetic strips 
that allow students to check out 
library books, make long distance 
phone calls through AT&T, and 
even access a TCF checking account. 

CL~ 

year's associate dean for planning 
and physical management. Van 
Tasell, a professor in communica
tion disorders, enjoys her new job. 

"It's very challenging, especially 
in these times with all the changes 
in funding for higher education," 
says Van Tasell. "It's an uncertain 
environment. The world is changing 
quickly and changes in the world 
are really going to affect what we do 
at the U. The challenge is for the 

CoLLEGE 

NEWS 

more information about the Center, 
or its 30th Anniversary Festival, 
contact the IHRC at (612) 627-4208. 

U Switches to Semesters 
Currently one of only three Big 

Ten schools remaining on the quar
ter system, the University has com
mitted to the complicated switch 
from a quarter to a semester system. 

The change is expected to be 
complete by 1999. 

Weisman Show Features 
Faculty Art 

New Work: The Department of 
Art Faculty Exhibition at the 
Frederick R. Weisman Art 
Museum showcases recent 
works by the University's art 
professors. Department of Art 
chair Wayne Potratz says, 
"Both the museum and the 

Up to $50 cash can be elec
tronically deposited into a 
special U Card account via 
cash-to-card machines 
located across campus. 
This electronic account can 
be used to pay for photo
copies, vending machine 
snacks and laundry. The 
card also allows students 
access to dorms, residence 
hall cafeterias and campus 
facilities, including the 
Recreation Center. Department of Art faculty are 

_________________ T_h_e_N_ew_U_C_ar_d open to dialogue with stu
Poetry Professor 
Appointed Associate Dean For 
Faculty 

Phil Furia, an English professor 
who researches popular song lyrics, 
is CLA's new associate dean for fac
ulty. Delighted with his new job, 
Furia says, "It has an intellectual 
component that a lot of administra
tive posts don't have. You really 
find out what people are teaching 
and researching." Furia's book The 
Poets of Tin Pan Alley achieved pop
ular acclaim and earned him two 
visits to Larry King's TV show. His 
newest book, published in 
November by Oxford University 
Press, is titled Ira Gershwin: The Art 
of the Lyricist. The songs of 
Gershwin "cross the line between 
literature and music," says Furia. 

Van Tasell Appointed 
Associate Dean for Planning 
and Physical Management 

Last year's Associate Dean for 
Faculty, Dianne Van Tasell, is this 

college to positively benefit from 
those changes." 

Van Tasell teaches courses on 
hearing aids and on rehabilitation of 
hearing-impaired people. 

Immigration History Research 
Center Celebrates 3oth 
Anniversary With Festival of 
Immigrant Performing Arts 

The IHRC's "Festival of 
Diversity" will take place on March 
28-30 to commemorate the Center's 
30th anniversary. The festival will 
feature an academic conference, a 
performing arts variety show, a cur
riculum workshop for secondary 
school teachers, an exhibit of histori
cal rna terials and a film series on 
immigrant experience. The IHRC is 
an international resource on 
American immigration and ethnic 
history. It is open to scholars and 
the public for research, and offers 
programs that promote study and 
appreciation of ethnic pluralism. For 
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dents and other faculty 
regarding the central and vital role 
of art in the community; both share 
the beauty and joy of the art experi
ence." The exhibit runs through 
December 31. 

WHAT's HAPPENING 
ON CAMPUS? 
FoR INFORMATION ON 
CURRENT AND UPCOM
ING EVENTS CALL: 

School of Music Events: 
626-8742 

Nash Gallery Exhibits: 
624-7530 

University Theatre/Dance: 
624-2345 



George 
Shapiro 
Retires 
After 34 

• years m. 
Speech
Conun. 

hat do you call an 
Alaskan 
optometrist?" 
asked my fellow 
passenger in the 

Folwell Hall elevator. I gave up 
without venturing a guess. "An 
optical Aleutian," he chuckled. I 
knew then that this wiry, salt-and
pepper haired stranger was the 
very man I was on my way to see
the notorious punster George 
Shapiro. Professor Shapiro has 
kept both students and colleagues 
in the Department of Speech
Communication groaning since he 
began teaching at the University in 
1961. 

With Shapiro's retirement last 
spring, CLA bade farewell to one of 
its most dedicated faculty members. 
Shapiro's long list of teaching and 
advising awards testifies to his three 
and a half decades of distinguished 
service. CLA's Outstanding Teacher 
Award, the Horace T. Morse 
Distinguished Professor Award, the 
Tate Award for Undergraduate 
Advising and the Gordon Starr 
Award for Outstanding Service to 
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Students are just a few of the acco
lades Shapiro has won in recogni
tion of his engaging teaching style 
and his concern for students. 

As much as he loves to torture 
students with his jokes or his 
singing, Shapiro finds that bowing 
out of the spotlight promotes the 
most effective learning. "The less I 
talk, the more the students learn," he 
says. The most effective learning, 
said Shapiro, is experiential and 
requires cooperation among stu
dents. But students aren't the only 
ones learning in Professor Shapiro's 
classroom. "Every student has some
thing to teach me," Shapiro says. "I 
care about learning from and with 
students." 

Professor George Shapiro 

Shapiro's desire for respectful and 
collaborative relationships with stu
dents was sometimes challenged 
during the turbulent years of the 
Vietnam War. He recalls a 1970 stu
dent anti-war protest. "It was a 
beautiful spring day," Shapiro says, 
"and the police wore lilacs in their 
helmets." The incongruity of the 
scene echoed the discomfort Shapiro 
felt while carrying out his adminis
trative function that day. He was 
serving on the University Senate 
Committee on Student Affairs and 
his duty was to publicly read the 
University's policy on violation of 
the law before the protesting stu
dents were arrested. Shapiro found 
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that, for the moment, he was faced
off against his students, who taunt
ed him as if he were an enemy. "It 
was a painful moment," Shapiro 
says. 

Shapiro has spent much of his 
career studying such conflicts, inves
tigating power relationships within 
organizations and defining the qual
ities of effective and ethical leaders. 
In conjunction with his research, 
Shapiro encourages educators to 
audit their own standards of ethics. 
Teachers, he says, must consider 
how their classroom behavior con
veys their own code of ethics to stu
dents. To evaluate such issues, 
Shapiro formed a working group of 
University faculty in 1988. The 
group met to discuss the faculty's 
leadership role within the 
University, and Shapiro was pleased 
with the faculty's responsiveness. 
"Seeing faculty members gathered 
for an unofficial meeting at 7:45 on a 
Monday morning, following a 
Sunday night ice storm, was a most 
gratifying experience," he says. 

During his retirement Shapiro will 
concentrate on the charitable activi
ties he has pursued for years. He's 
especially concerned about the 
health and welfare of children, an 
issue that has taken him to Central 
America many times. On his first 
trip there Shapiro brought baseball 
equipment to kids in Costa Rica. He 
has made subsequent annual trips to 
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras 
and Costa Rica. Shapiro will also 
continue his longtime work with the 
Blandin Foundation, a group that 
promotes art and cultural education 
and helps build healthy communi
ties. 

Shapiro looks forward to spend
ing more time with his family as 
well. Of all his accomplishments, 
Shapiro is most proud of his 38-year 
marriage to his wife, Janet, and of 
his three grown children, "none of 
whom," he jests, "has been convict
ed of a crime." With Shapiro's 
departure, CLA will miss a few 
good laughs and one outstanding 
teacher. lcLAI 
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Gerhard Weiss Wins Outstanding 
Teaching Award 

By Jodi Breisler 

n the third day of classes 
a first-year student wan
ders through Folwell 
Hall, looking lost and 
confused. She tries to 

stop two passersby, but they hurry 
past without helping her. A man 
approaches, almost hidden by the 
bulk of three giant boxes balanced 
awkwardly in his arms. He sees the 
young woman's frustration and 
stops. Without another thought he 
juggles his boxes, pats her hand and 
takes her to find a course guide, 
which ultimately leads her to class. 

"l WANT THE STUDENTS 

TO LEAVE MY CLASSES 

WITII A LOVE FOR 

LEARNING." 

-GERHARD WEISS 

This caring individual is not just 
any good Samaritan, but Professor 
and former Chair of German, Dutch, 
and Scandinavian Studies, Gerhard 
Weiss. Weiss, the recipient of the 
1995 Arthur H. "Red" Motley 
Outstanding Teaching Award, is 
well-known throughout the 
University community for his 
knowledgeable, enthusiastic teach
ing style and his genuine concern for 
students. In the classroom Weiss 
combines his personal experiences 
with his research, making topics 
such as Germany's political system 
come alive. 

"He's very upbeat and keeps the 

class going," explains German major 
Martin Herman. "He takes it very 
seriously, yet realizes that to us, the 
information alone might not be very 
interesting and finds a way to make 
it so." 

What makes Weiss' classes so 
interesting is the wealth of knowl
edge on which he bases them. His 
research spans topics from world 
history to how the University works 
with its students. His most recent 
project focused on the far-reaching 
effects of the classic German chil
dren's tale Der Struwwelpeter, the 
story of Slovenly Peter. Written 150 
years ago, the story has been trans
lated into many languages and is a 
source of numerous parodies and 
political satires. In November Weiss 
helped organize an international 
symposium on Der Struwwelpeter. 
Eighteen scholars from four different 
countries came to Walter Library to 
discuss the international reception of 
Der Struwwelpeter. The scholars also 
examined the use of the tale in paro
dies and satires. Weiss himself pre
sented a lecture called "Tricky Dick: 
Struwwelpeter in American 
Politics." 

Like all professors, Weiss must 
juggle various and demanding com
mitments. But amid the responsibili
ties of teaching, research, travel and 
advising, Weiss always makes time 
for his students. The Motley Award 
acknowledges such devotion. The 
award was established by a gift from 
the family of Arthur "Red" Motley, a 
1922 graduate of the University. 
Motley, a successful businessman 
and educator, chaired the University 
of Minnesota Foundation from 1968-
71. The Motley Award rewards top 
professors who excel at promoting 
education to their students. The 
award is presented annually to 
College of Liberal Arts faculty who 
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Professor Gerhard Weiss 

give generously of themselves in 
advising, show an interest in indi
vidual students' well-being and cre
ate an active and open classroom 
atmosphere. 

Weiss puts so much of himself 
into his teaching that he often leaves 
class feeling a little exhausted, he 
says. But the effort is all worth it 
when he "sees the little light bulb go 
on over a student's head." 

Weiss was born in Germany, 
attended high school in Berlin and 
emigrated to the United States in 
1946. After serving in the United 
States Army in World War II, Weiss 
went to college on the G.I. bill. Weiss 
worked as a teaching assistant to put 
himself through graduate school at 
the University of Wisconsin at 
Madison. He hopes that students 
will realize, as he did then, just how 
important an education is. He says, 
"I want the students to leave my 
classes with a love for learning. They 
need to gain an understanding, in a 
broader sense, of the world around 
them and learn the joy of discovery." 

!CLA! 
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AWARDS & 
AccoLADES 

FACULTY 

Four Department of Art fac
ulty members received 
1995-96 McKnight 
Foundation Fellowships. 
Diane Katsiaficas, Tom 
Rose, Rochelle Woldorsky 
and Mara Zoltners were 
awarded $12,000 each. The 
fellowship is designed to 
identify and support out
standing Minnesota artists. 

James D. Tracy, History, 
will be managing editor of a 
new academic publication, 
the Journal of Early Modern 
History: Contrasts, Contacts, 
Comparisons, (E.]. Brill, 
Leiden, the Netherlands). 
Focusing on the contacts 
between cultures during the 
"early modern" era (1300-
1800), the journal will be 
published quarterly, begin
ning in the spring of 1997. 

James D. Tracy 

Thomas J. Bouchard, 
Psychology, spoke on the 
genetics of personality at 
the Banbury Conference in 
Cold Springs Harbor, New 
York. He also gave an invit
ed address to the Henry B. 
and Jocelyn Wallace 
National Research 
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Symposium on Talent 
Development. 

Phillip L. Ackerman, 
Psychology, was elected a 
fellow in Division Five 
(Evaluation, Measurement 
and Statistics) of the 
American Psychological 
Association. 

Karal Ann Marling, Art 
History and American 
Studies, received the 
Minnesota Book Award for 
her most recent work, As 
Seen on TV (Harvard 
University Press). 

Leonard Duroche, Sr., 
German, is president elect of 
the American Men's Studies 
Association. He will become 
president in March 1996. 

Ido Oren, Political Science, 
was awarded a Social 
Science Research Council
MacArthur Foundation 
Postdoctoral Fellowship on 
Peace and Security in a 
Changing World. The fel
lowship offers support for 
two years of training and 
research. Oren will study 
ways that America's rival
ries with Germany and 
Russia have affected the 
understanding of the con
cept of democracy. 

Beth Allen, Economics, was 
elected First Vice President 
of the Midwest Economics 
Association at its annual 
meeting in Cincinnati. Allen 
also serves on the National 
Research Council's 
Committee on Issues in the 
Transborder Flow of 
Scientific and Technical 
Data. Most recently, the 
committee has been con
cerned with international 
exchanges of weather data. 
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John Chipman 

John Chipman, Economics, 
served on the National 
Research Council's National 
Materials Advisory Board 
Committee on High-Purity 
Electrolytic Chromium. 
Last fall, Chipman was 
elected to membership in 
the International Statistical 
Institute. 

Stephen Gudeman, 
Anthropology, is currently a 
fellow at the Center for 
Advanced Study in the 
Behavioral Sciences at 
Stanford, California. While 
in residence at the Center, 
Professor Gudeman is writ
ing a book on the languages 
and practices of community 
and market economics. 
Gudeman's most recent 
book, Conversations in 
Colombia: The Domestic 
Economy in Life and Text 
(Cambridge University 
Press, 1990) has been hailed 
as a landmark work in eco
nomic anthropology. 

Correction: The March 1995 
issue of CLA Today failed to 
acknowledge George 
Donohue and Clarice 
Olien, Journalism, as win
ners with Phil Tichenor of 
the Deutschmann Award, 
AEJMC's highest honor for 
excellence in research in 
journalism and mass com
munication. 

STUDENTS 

Joel A. Brown received the 
African American Learning 
Resource Center's Carter G. 
Woodson Award in recogni
tion of his achievement and 
commitment to keeping 
African American history 
alive. 

Journalism major Ulrika 
Midunger interned at KARE 
11- TV, writing scripts for 
the Saturday morning news 
show and responding to 
questions and news tips. 

Art Department graduate 
students Judith Mabee, 
Mina Ogawa, Tori Ralston 
and Karoline Wileczek had 
a collaborative installation, 
When I Was Eighty, at the 
Minneapolis Institute of 
Arts. The installation was 
part of the Institute's Rivers 
Merging project this sum
mer. 

Heidi Sheppard, a Women's 
Studies major, interned for 
Senator Paul Wellstone, 
completing projects regard
ing domestic violence legis
lation. 

Journalism majors Matthew 
Jobe and Wyatt Olson par
ticipated in the Brovald /Sim 
Internship Program last 
spring. Jobe served as an 
intern at the Hastings Star 
Gazette and Olson worked at 
the Shakopee Valley News. 

Four American studies 
majors won Mulford Q. 
Sibley Awards for their 
senior seminar papers. First 
prizes went to Kenwyn 
Kawananakoa for his paper, 
"Representing an 
Unpopular War: Vietnam in 
Hollywood Films," and to 
Manola Suvannarad for her 
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paper, "Immigration and 
Assimilation Via Bruce Lee: 
An Analysis of Asian 
Perceptions of Bruce Lee's 
Enter the Dragon." Second 
prizes went to Wilson 
Skalinder for his paper, 
"Star Trek: The Next 
Generation - More, More, 
I'm Still Not Satisfied," and 
Sandra M. Mershon for her 
paper, "Battered Women: 
Their Recognition and the 
Emergence of the Shelter 
Approach in the Twin 
Cities." 

English major Caitlin 
Rowan is studying at the 
University of Essex, 
England, as an exchange stu
dent. 

Gene Kasmar 

Gene Kasmar, Religious 
Studies, has written and 
published two books. His 
first book is titled WHY. . .The 
Brooklyn Center High School 
Bible Challenge: Part 1, The 
Evidence and his second 
book is titled All the 
Obscenities of the Bible. 

English major James Eagan 
is teaching English in 
Vietnam during the 1995-96 
academic year through a 
program sponsored by the 
University of Minnesota
Morris. 
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Martin Luther King 
Program students Teena 
Arora, Eyasu Berhe, Julius 
John, Asra Khatoon, Linda 
Okwor and Baochau Tran 
received 3M/MLK scholar
ships. Each received a one
time award of $500-$600 
dollars. 

The following students won 
CLA Alumni Scholarship 
Fund Awards for 1995-96: 
Holly Coughlin received 
the CLA Award for 
Outstanding Academic 
Progress; Milind Junghare 
won the CLA/MLK 
Program Award for 
Outstanding Academic 
Progress; and Galina 
Briskina, Angela Frucci, 
Kathleen Gauss, Sarah 
Gutierrez, Donald Miller, 
Caroledith Olsen, Khanh 
Phan, Susan Taverna and 
Jane Toleno received CLA 
Outstanding Non
Traditional Student 
Awards. 

I ALUMNI 

John Horejsi (Political 
Science B.A. '62) received 
the Assistant Secretary's 
Community Service Award 
from the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human 
Services. The award recog
nizes Horejsi's leadership in 
expanding the Homeless
ness Intervention Program 
throughout Virginia. 
Horejsi is a social worker in 
the National Job 
Opportunities and Basic 
Skills Program. 

Brother Thomas D. 
Raverty, O.S.B. 
(Anthropology B.A. '72; 
M.A. '79; Ph.D. '90) joined 
three other monks and nuns 
from the U.S. in an interreli
gious exchange program in 
Tibet, Nepal and India. 
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Raverty belongs to the 
Order of St. Benedict and is 
an editor at The Liturgical 
Press at St. John's Abbey in 
Collegeville, Minnesota. 

Robert Bieder (History 
Ph.D. '72) published Native 
American Communities in 
Wisconsin, 1630-1960 
(University of Wisconsin 
Press, 1995). Bieder is a pro
fessor of American history 
at Indiana University and 
former associate director of 
the D'Arcy McNickle Center 
for the History of the 
American Indian at the 
Newberry Library in 
Chicago. 

Dennis Nustad Gournalism 
B.A. '62) recently started 
ThinkTank International, a 
creative resource for strate
gic marketing, advertising, 
new product ventures and 
online interactive media in 
Minneapolis. 

Robert W. Hefty 
Gournalism B.A. '41) has 
been elected president of 
Friends of the International 
Institute for 1995-96. The 
Friends is the support arm 
for the International 
Institute of Metropolitan 
Detroit, Inc., now in its 76th 
year of helping foreign-born 
residents learn language 
and otl1er skills, overcome 
personal and family prob
lems, become active in the 
community and adapt suc
cessfully to American life. 

Beverly Kees Goumalism 
B.A. '63) is editor-in-resi
dence at The Freedom 
Forum Pacific Coast Center 
in Oakland, CA, following a 
nine-month Freedom Forum 
First Amendment Center 
fellowship at Vanderbilt 
University. She and political 
consultant Bill Phillips 

authored Nothing Sacred: 
Journalism, Politics and Public 
Trust in a Tell-All Age in 
October 1994. 

Walt Bachman 

Walt Bachman (Political 
Science B.A. '66) published 
Law v. Life: What Lawyers are 
Afraid to Say About the Legal 
Profession (Four Directions 
Press, 1995). Bachman has 
been practicing law in 
Minneapolis since 1970. An 
expert in legal ethics, 
Bachman has served nation
ally on the American Bar 
Association's Standing 
Committee on Ethics and 
Professional Responsibility 
and has taught and lectured 
widely on legal ethics 
issues. 

Carol M. Robertshaw 
(English B.A. '92) recently 
started her own desktop 
publishing business, 
ArtWord, after 20 years of 
public radio broadcasting. 
Carol's poetry has appeared 
in North Coast Review and 
The Art Forum. 

Do you have news to share 
with us? Please write Jennifer 
Arnie at 225 Johnston Hall, 101 
Pleasant St. S.E., Minneapolis, 
MN 55455. You can fax us at 
612/624-6839 or call us at 
612/624-5275. Your photos are 
welcome and will be returned 
to you upon request. 



Theater 
Alumni 
Help Keep 
Showboat 
Afloat 

By Jodi Breisler 

S 
ince 1958 the Minnesota 
Centennial Showboat 
has played a leading 
role in the University of 
Minnesota theater 

department's performances. 
However, two years ago inspectors 
condemned the 97-year-old 
Showboat for structural problems. 
Time has caught up with the 
Showboat, and renovations are need
ed to meet current safety require
ments. Rotted wood, rusted metal 
and outdated mechanical and electri
cal systems must be replaced. When 
CLA alumni John Lundseth and 
David Goldstein learned of the 
Showboat's fate, they put their heads 
and connections together to see what 
they could do to save the boat. 

Both Lundseth and Goldstein are 
attorneys today, but the former the
ater majors say performing on the 
Showboat was one of the most 
rewarding experiences of their lives. 

Professor Emeritus and former 
University Theatre Director Frank 
M. "Doc" Whiting was an inspira
tion to both Lundseth and Goldstein. 
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"Working with Doc Whiting was 
one of the most important parts of 
my young adulthood," says 
Goldstein, who performed in four 
Showboat plays during the summers 
of 1973 and 1974. He describes 
Whiting as a great role model and an 
energetic, wildly creative man. 
Goldstein recalls a time when 
Whiting single-handedly saved the 
Showboat from a dangerous colli
sion. "One summer, right before a 
show, a barge got loose and was 
coming directly towards the 
Showboat. It would have been a dis
aster. Doc- this small, white-haired 
man- got in a dinghy, like a cowboy, 
lassoed the barge and tied it to a tree. 
Just like in the Old West." 

Admiration for Doc Whiting and a 
shared love of the Showboat recently 
united Lundseth and Goldstein, who 
had never met in college. Lundseth, 
who performed on the Showboat in 
the summer of 1971, is now a com
mercial litigator and partner in the 
firm of Rider Bennett Egan & 
Arundel. Goldstein is a Senior 
Litigation Attorney for Honeywell. 
When they learned of the Showboat's 
plight, the two attorneys developed a 
fund-raising campaign. 

"When the boat was built in 1898, 
it was owned by a corps of engi
neers," says Lundseth. "There was a 
special hearing room used by the 
itinerant judges for admiralty and 
other maritime disputes." The float
ing courtroom struck both attorneys 
as an ideal focus for fund raising 
within the legal community. 
Lundseth and Goldstein's project 
aims to raise $50,000 to renovate the 
hearing room. 

Both Lundseth and Goldstein feel 
that their experiences with CLA and 
theater, especially on the Showboat, 
prepared them for the challenges of 
law school and work in the business 
world. Goldstein, who graduated in 
theater and psychology in 1975, 
thought his theater experience would 
be good training for a trial lawyer. 
He explains his decision to go to law 
school: "I looked for an advanced 
degree in something where I could 
use my previous training. I had 
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1995 Showboat players from University 
Theatre's production of "Peg 0 ' My Heart. " 

worked for five years as a mental 
health counselor and figured that 
law would combine my experiences 
with medicine, psychology and the
ater." 

Lundseth, who graduated with a 
major in theater and international 
relations in 1974, says, "The liberal 
arts experience had me ready for law 
school, which was pretty demand
ing. It was just like the old TV show, 
'The Paper Chase."' 

Lundseth's audition for the 
Showboat, like law school, was com
petitive and demanding. "Almost 
the entire theater department tried 
out for the Showboat, which had a 
pretty small cast of about 10 or 12," 
he explains. "Plus, I got to act for 
pay, which may not sound like a big 
deal, but it sure was to us." 

Lundseth is grateful for the oppor
tunities the Showboat provided. 
"You always want to give back what 
you're given when you're younger, 
so that is what I wanted to do," says 
Lundseth. "My summer on the boat 
was quite a summer. The Showboat 
was a real fixture of the U's theater 
department. I know how much it 
meant to Doc Whiting and I wanted 
to help raise money for him." 



Metro State 
Pioneer Susan 
Rydell is 
Education 
Expert 
By Jodi Breisler 

wenty-five years ago, 
St. Paul adults didn't 
have a place to go in 
the community to earn 
or even finish up a col

lege degree. A citizens' report doc
umenting this situation was sent to 
the state Legislature. In response, 
Metropolitan State University was 
born in 1971. At this time, Susan 
Rydell was looking for a new chal
lenge. Rydell, a University of 
Minnesota doctoral graduate in 
psychology, found the endeavor 
she sought when she signed on as 
one of the five original faculty 
advisors at the young Metro State. 

"When Metro State started," she 
says, "we didn't have any students 
or curriculum. My job was designing 
the process that students would fol
low. We planned the whole universi
ty in two months." Twenty-four 
years later, Rydell is now Metro 
State's interim dean of the College of 
Professional and Community 
Studies. "My great skill," she says, 
"is making something out of noth
ing." 

One of Rydell's largest challenges 
was to decide the criteria for earning 
a degree at Metro State. When stu
dents first enrolled in February of 
1972, there weren't any courses or set 
graduation requirements. Rydell and 
her fellow advisors used a contract 
learning approach. Advisors and stu
dents worked together to set stu
dents' goals. Then, the advisors 
helped students find resources in the 
community that would facilitate 
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their education. This system ulti
mately led Metro State administra
tors to hire adjunct faculty who are 
working professionals in their fields. 

Not even 25 years later, Metro 
State is a comprehensive urban pub
lic university with more than 8,000 
students, most of whom are working 
adults. Rydell's experiences at the 
University of Minnesota helped her 
define a focus and set goals for Metro 
State. 

"The big thing I got out of my 
University of Minnesota education is 
my critical thinking ability from 
work and research: formulate the 
problem and research the answer," 
explains Rydell. She came to the 
University as a psychology graduate 
student in 1962. a native of 

Susan Rydell and her Vis/a 

New York, had attended private all
women schools until she came to 
Minnesota. "The biggest difference 
was in the level of learning resources: 
the library and the equipment avail
able for research," she says. "Faculty 
members were very knowledgeable 
about research and helped students 
work independently. They were 
always available and would guide 
and work with you." 

As a graduate student at the 
University in the Center for 
Personality Research, and then an 
assistant professor in special educa
tion, Rydell worked in the College of 
Education. There she designed a 
packaged course to help teachers 
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understand and work with percep
tually handicapped students. 
Rydell, who had been trained as a 
researcher, found that the demand 
for female researchers was mini
mal, if not non-existent. However, 
she was able to apply her skills and 
experience to build a rewarding 
career at Metro State. 

As president of the Minnesota 
Psychological Association from 1988 
to 1990, Rydell successfully lobbied 
to change the state licensing law for 
psychologists. The law now specifies 
that psychologists in independent 
practice must have a doctoral level 
degree and must conform to contin
uing education requirements. As a 
result of her advocacy on behalf of 
psychology, Rydell was one of three 
Minnesotans to receive the American 
Psychological Association's 1995 
Karl F. Heiser Award for Advocacy. 

Rydell lives in Minnetonka with 
her husband of 29 years and two 
Hungarian Pointer Vislas, named 
Buddy and Bart. "My husband and I 
named Bart after Bella Bartok, the 
great Hungarian composer. But our 
son insists that it's really short for 
Bart Simpson," jokes Rydell. 

Rydell is concerned with women's 
roles in education. "After attending 
women's schools from kindergarten 
through college, it is hard to not 
notice when I am doing a lot of 
things where I am the only woman," 
says Rydell. She also works as a con
sultant-evaluator for North Central 
Association of Colleges and Schools, 
a job that requires her to meet with 
top educational administrators at 
various institutions. "I have the 
opportunity to comment, 'Are there 
any women in here?'," she says. "I 
always wonder how many tenured 
full professors are women. I am 
extremely conscious of women in 
leadership positions." Rydell tries to 
boost women students' self-confi
dence by encouragement and exam
ple. Her motto is, "You can do it, go 
out there and give it a try." It's a 
motto that Susan Rydell has lived 
by. 



CL~ 

In Review: 
THE 

SPECTRUM 
CLA Homecoming Symposia '95, Live and Learn 
Photos from CLA' s second annual ffomecoming Symposia, sponsored by the CLA 
Alumni Society. Sessions featured spirited discussions of career, family, politics, 
culture and more. 

Peggy Lucas, McKinley Boston and Kevin 
McRale 
"Scholar & Athlete: The Balance" 

Jackie Looney, Professor Jane Gilgun and 
Clark Hussey 
"Out of Harm's Way: Children in the '90s" 

Gene Frey, Arlen Kitsis, Karen Gilles and 
Professor Norm Bowie 
"Ethics in Contemporary Business" 
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Pat Forciea, Art Rolnick and Mike Schmidt 
"The Financing of Sweetheart Deals: 
Professional Sports & Public Economics" 

Julia Davis, Edward Weidner, Roland Dille and, 
Marilyn Tickle Bryant 
"The Changing Role of Higher Education" 
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The IRS and Your IRA 
HELPFUL 

HINTS 

By Reine Schiffman, Gift Planning, University of Minnesota Foundation 

ife is full of 403b and Keogh plans, 
ironies. While I these plans, like the IRA, 
was preparing offer a substantial benefit 
this article, I during one's lifetime. There 

received a call from an attor- is another side to the coin 
ney who told me about a however. In return for these 
client seriously injured in an funds, Uncle Sam has a few 
accident. The patient's prog- expectations of us upon our 
nosis was not good, and the deaths: 
attorney had been called to • If you intend to pass 
settle some estate matters. In the remainder of funds in 
the course of settling the your plan to anyone other 
estate, he was informed that than your spouse, you had 
the gentleman's children better consider a potential 
were to receive the remain- state and federal income tax 
der of "Papa's" IRA. What that could be as high as 40 
they did not know was that percent or more. 
90 percent of their inheri- • In addition, that same 
tance was going to be eaten amount will be subject to a 
away by taxes. federal estate tax, which 

Ninety percent! Sound quickly climbs to 55 per-
unreasonable? Perhaps so. cent. OUCH! 
But, unfortunately, it is • Furthermore, if you 
often the reality. have accumulated too 
Furthermore, it's a scenario much, you must add yet 
not limited to multi-million- another 15 percent tax. 
aires - high taxes on inheri- • And, if you're planning 
tance can affect us all. to pass the remainder to 

These days, more and your grandchildren, you 
more companies offer a must tack on a whopping 
qualified retirement plan 55 percent generation-skip-
that allows employees to ping tax, above a $1 million 
defer paying taxes on a por- exemption amount. 
tion of their income until the Consider the case of 
assets are withdrawn. Belle, who has a taxable 
Commonly known as 401a, estate of $6 million. Belle 

DIRECTIONS LuNCHEON LECTURE SERIES 
jANUARY 31, 1996 

Located in downtown Minneapolis 
A Traveler's Perspective: Preparing for the 21st Century 

Theofanis Stavrou, Professor of History and Director of 
Modem Greek Studies 

Share in the reflections of a traveling scholar on peoples and 
their cultures. Learn how the aesthetic expression, social, eco
nomic, political and religious structures of today can help us 

prepare for tomorrow . ....__ _____ _ 

wishes to leave $2 million to plan works. There are many 
her grandchild. At her questions to ask. For exam-
death, the $2 million is ple, with your particular 
taxed as follows: a $521,950 plan, is the remainder in 
income tax, a $1,017,500 fed- your fund even transfer-
eral estate tax, a $150,000 able? 
excise tax, and a $110,195 Next, you might want to 
generation-skipping tax. Of consult with your own 
the $2 million, her grand- financial advisor. Are these 
child will receive $200,355 taxes a potential problem in 
(or 10 percent). your case? Are there steps 

As you can see, the taxes you can take now to avoid 
can really add up. So why taxes and make a gift to 
not plan ahead, like the CLA, too? The solution 
donor who called me last could be as simple as 
year? She had planned to changing the beneficiary of 
leave the remainder in her your plan. 
IRA to her children and sev- Finally, you might wish 
eral shares of stock to the to speak to an estate plan-
University. Her accountant, ning attorney, who can pre-
however, showed her the sent a variety of alterna-
benefit of reversing her plan tives. Just remember that if 
by leaving the IRA proceeds you take no action, it might 
to the University, which is be too late. A phone call 
tax-exempt, and bequeath- today could preserve your 
ing the stock to her chil- assets for tomorrow. 
dren. "What I really like If you have any questions 
about this," she told me about this gift idea, or any 
later, "is that I- rather than others that have sparked 
Uncle Sam- can direct how your attention, please call 
my dollars are to be used." Mary Hicks at 612/625-

Where do you begin? 5541 or the University of 
First, not all retirement Minnesota Foundation's 
plans are the same. Talk to Office of Gift Planning at 
your retirement plan custo- 612/624-3333. 

leLA I dian to find out how your 

MARK YOUR 1996 CALENDARS 
FOR UPCOMING DIRECTIONS FACULTY PRESENTATIONS 

on March 27, May 29, and July 31 
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Open to all CLA Alumni and Friends 
Please call Angela Latino Pierce (612/625-4324) 

to receive a registration form. 



Cutler Gift 
Brings 
Finnish 
Music to 
Minnesota 
By Jodi Breisler and 
Tracy Ellingson 

Summer Evening Concert 
Concert in the park... 
How I always hope to hear 
songs my mother sang. 

- Aina Swan Cutler 

W 
ith ethnic pride and deep 
passion, Aina Swan 
Cutler translates the 
Finnish "songs her 
mother sang." Through 

her recent donation to the 
University, Cutler helps keep alive 
the Finnish music tradition. Cutler is 
an active and highly accomplished 
81-year-old, lauded for her English 
translations of Finnish poetry. Her 
literary accomplishments earned her 
international recognition this July, 
when she was named Knight of the 
Order of the White Rose of Finland, 
the highest honor the Finnish gov
ernment awards to non-Firms. 

Finnish Ambassador Jukka 
Valtasaari praised Cutler for her 
ability to "recreate" the Finnish 
poems she translates. Cutler con
curs: "Many times I find I don't have 
enough notes for what I want to say 
in Engish, or vice versa," she says. "I 
may need to expand an idea in order 
to use up some notes. It's like doing 
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Director of the School of Music Vern Sutton, Dean Julia Davis and Mrs. Aina Swan Cutler 

a puzzle." Cutler has worked on 
over 200 songs, both translating 
lyrics and writing original lyrics in 
English. 

Neither high praise nor national 
accolades prompt Cutler to rest on 
her laurels however. With her char
acteristic devotion to cultural enrich
ment, Cutler announced this fall that 
she will give the University a dona
tion of $250,000 to keep the Finnish 
music tradition alive. The fund 
endows an annual concert of Finnish 
music. Each concert will feature a 
different genre of Finnish music 
including jazz, opera, classical and 
folk music. The endowment's debut 
concert, which was held October 15 
at Ted Mann Concert Hall, featured 
Finnish opera singer Jorma 
Hynninen. Cutler is providing an 
additional $50,000 to fund a scholar
ship for male students studying 
vocal baritone music. The scholar
ship honors Hynninen, and it is 
Cutler's hope that other admirers of 
the singer will wish to help the fund 
to grow. 

The effects of Cutler's gift extend 
well beyond the University's music 
department. Tuulikki Sinks, a teach
ing specialist in CLA's Finnish 
department, attended the concert 
and believes the Swan Cutler Fund 
is a wonderful addition to the 
University. "I think Finns have 

always been very proud of their 
music," explains Sinks. "Many of my 
students attended the concert and 
loved it." For her part, Cutler is 
delighted to give back to the Finnish 
and artistic communities that have 
enriched her life. 

As Cutler sought an ideal recipi
ent for her donation, she learned of 
the University's many Finnish-relat
ed programs. Chief among these is 
an endowed chair supporting 
Finnish scholars from different disci
plines including history, economics, 
sociology and political science to 
serve as visiting professors in CLA. 
Cutler says, "I wanted (the fund) 
somewhere it would be stable. 
There's a great deal of interest here 
in the chair of Finnish Studies." In 
the music department, several facul
ty members and students study and 
perform Finnish music. In addition, 
the University's Immigration 
History Research Center has the 
largest collection anywhere of music 
written by Finnish-American com
posers. 

Cutler was born into the Finnish 
community of Gardner, 
Massachusetts. Her father, John M. 
Swan, was also very active in 
Finnish-American communities 
teaching music, conducting orches-

CONTINUED ON PAGE FIFrEEN 
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tras and performing with his own 
family orchestra comprised of him
self and his four oldest children. 
Though Cutler spoke Finnish before 
she learned English, she lost touch 
with the culture in the early 1930s. 
That year, she visited Finland for the 
first time. It was a solo trip because 
her husband, Henry, who grew up 
in St. Paul, declined to go. He joked, 
"Why should I go to Finland? It's 
just like Northern Minnesota." 

Cutler says her husband was 
always proud of her and was a 
"pretty contemporary husband," 
too. When she began using both her 
maiden and married names on her 
published poems, Henry teased, 
"Women's lib getting to you?" 

Although Cutler could not form a 
complete sentence in Finnish on her 
1970 trip, by 1975 she was translat
ing Finnish lyrics into English. 
Cutler had honed her literary skills 
in the 1950s when she joined the 
New England Poetry Group, a 
famous club founded by poets Amy 
Lowell, Conrad Aiken and Robert 
Frost. The group inspired her to 
write haikus such as "Summer 
Evening Concert," quoted above. 
She soon began to collaborate with 
Heikki Sarmanto, the Finnish jazz 
composer and performer. Cutler 
writes both original lyrics and trans
lations of Finnish lyrics to fit 
Sarmanto's music. 

Although the vivacious Cutler 
claims she will eventually have to 
stop "running around like a 15-year
old," she still has a few goals on the 
agenda. "I have two things. It's this 
annual program that I am happy to 
be associated with at the U and .. .I 
want to make English translations of 
some of the earlier Finnish song 
composers. It's just something that 
hasn't been done." 
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ITT Scholarship Funds 
Minnesota Student 
By Tracy Ellingson 

W 
ow do you turn a physi
ology student into a 
lawyer? Supplement 
biology with 
Shakespeare and 

Thoreau. Physiology graduate Brian 
Corey testifies to the flexible, practi
cal applications of a liberal arts 
degree. Once an aspiring scientist, 
Corey is now an attorney practicing 
consumer lending law as vice presi
dent of ITT Consumer Financial 
Corporation. Corey says that his 
diverse academic background 
allowed him to achieve a career in 
law following years of work with 
beakers and Bunsen burners. 

Corey says his CLA classes pre
pared him for law school by teaching 
critical thinking skills and promoting 
articulate communication. "The wide 
variety of classes I took has served 
me well since college," says Corey. 
"A liberal arts education has given 
me a more rounded background 
which has helped me in law and has 
given me the perspective to advance 
my career." 

Thanks to ITT, other students will 
be able to say the same things about 
CLA now and in the future. The 
Minneapolis-based corporation 
recently donated $50,000 to fund a 
scholarship for CLA students. Last 
year ITT made the decision to pull 
out of the lending business as part of 
a broad corporate restructuring. 
"Because we had been engaged in 
business in Minnesota since 1929 and 
had made thousands of loans and 
had thousands of employees from 
the state," Corey explains, "our man
agement decided that as a gesture of 
thanks we would try to create some
thing of permanency that would ben
efit the citizens of the state." So when 
Corey suggested the company create 
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a scholarship for students in the 
College of Liberal Arts, ITT manage
ment agreed the gift was both a long
lasting and beneficial contribution to 
the community. Higher education, 
they believe, enables people to lead 
fulfilling lives. 

ITT employees wanted their con
tribution to go to a public institution. 
"A lot of students who attend private 
colleges don't need the financial help 
as much as a student attending a 
public school," explains Corey. 
"Since I graduated from the 
University, I knew its students 
would be looking for scholarships." 
ITT employees supported a gift to 
CLA because they felt that the 
University was a good school with a 
good reputation. 

The ITT Consumer Financial 
Corporation Scholarship Fund will 
provide support to at least one CLA 
undergraduate per year. Recipients 
of the award must be Minnesota resi
dents who graduated from a public 
or private high school in Minnesota. 
Eligible students must have complet
ed at least one year at the University, 
demonstrate financial need, and 
have an overall GP A of at least 3.5. 

As an undergraduate, Corey was 
the president of his fraternity and he 
recently returned to frat row to cele
brate Delta Chi's 100th anniversary. 
Corey and his wife, Diane 
(Roitenberg) Corey, class of 1980, 
met on campus at a fraternity func
tion. Today Corey brings his daugh
ters Ariel, age 10, and Riva, age 4, to 
campus for homecoming and Gopher 
games. Corey says he will definitely 
encourage his daughters to attend 
the University. 

Present and future CLA students 
will, like Corey, be able to attend 
classes and Gopher games, meet 
friends, and explore the breadth of 
knowledge that CLA provides, cour
tesy of ITT. IctAl 
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WANTED: Twin Cities CLA Alumni for 1996 Mentor Program 

January 25- May 17, 1996 
Do you remember a person who had a significant impact on your life, whether it was in a formal 
or informal relationship? Though their name may not even be on the tip of your tongue, you 
will never forget the impact they made on you. You've already been involved in hundreds of 
these types of relationships. This is mentoring. 

Mentoring makes a difference in many important ways. The CLA Alumni Society 1996 
Mentor Program: 

• provides alumni with a way to help improve the undergraduate student experience; 
• links students with professionals in their career areas or other areas of interest; 
• provides alumni with the chance to re-energize and regain excitement from their careers 

while reconnecting them to the College of Liberal Arts; 
• helps create new generations of committed alumni to serve the University. 

If you are interested in becoming involved in the CLA Alumni Society Mentor Program, 
please contact Angela Latino Pierce at 612/625-4324 for more information. 
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