
ThE lATE WINSTON WAllIN 
was keen to invest in promising  
but untested ideas. Today, that 
inclination is advancing brain 
research at the University of 
Minnesota.

In fact, U of M neuroscientists 
are testing all kinds of great, 
unproven ideas — from using 
electrical stimulation of the brain to 
treat addiction to redirecting stem 
cells to repair stroke-damaged 
brain tissue. But because much of 
this research is in the preliminary 
stages, getting federal grants to 
continue it is nearly impossible.

“Young investigators are unlikely to get 
[federal] support since they don’t have a track 
record or may be trying something that hasn’t even 
been thought of before,” says Aaron Friedman, 
M.D., vice president for health sciences and dean 
of the Medical School. “Most people want to bet  
on a sure thing.”

luckily, Wallin wasn’t one of them. Shortly 
before his death in December 2010, he and his 
wife, Maxine, and their adult children put in motion 
the Winston and Maxine Wallin Neuroscience 
Discovery Fund, an annually recurring $500,000 
gift to support the pursuit of novel ideas by Uni-
versity neuroscientists.

Researchers compete for grants that can  
be used as seed money to generate the data  
and evidence they need to apply for more 
long-term funding.

The Neuroscience Discovery Fund was  
an entrepreneurial leap of faith for the Wallins. 
They took the chance that this gift could help the 
University garner a larger share of federal research 
dollars and speed up the process of moving life- 
saving research from the lab to the bedside.

“The Discovery Fund is an inventive way to 
support research and another example of how  
the Wallins have been longtime and dedicated 
champions of the medical sciences,” says Friedman.

a bigger piece of the pie
“Over the coming years, we hope to support 
dozens of projects with the Discovery Fund,” says 
the Wallins’ son Brad, who will help oversee the 
fund along with other family members. “If a handful 
of them get major grants, it 
will be worth it. Our father 
loved the idea of pulling 
more research money into 
the U. Out of the $26.6 billion 
NIh research budget last 
year, for example, the U 
received about $260 million. 
he wanted to grow that 
substantially.”

According to Brad and his 
brother lance, their parents 
chose to support the neuro-
sciences after learning that 
it’s easier to find donors to 
support other areas, like cancer and heart 
research, that are more familiar to people.

CONTINUED ON PAgE 5

An entrepreneurial approach to giving
The Wallin Neuroscience Discovery Fund

Fall 2011

Maxine and Winston Wallin have 
contributed time and talent to the 
University and its efforts in the 
health sciences. 

Most people  
want to bet on  
a sure thing.  
The Discovery 
Fund is an 
inventive way  
to support 
research.
AARON FRIEDMAN, M.D., 

v.P. OF hEAlTh SCIENCES, 

MEDICAl SChOOl DEAN

ON ThE COvER  Science in progress in the lab of neuro-
surgeon Andrew grande, M.D.  PhOTO: SCOTT STREBlE

the  last  frontier
The brain’s complexity makes its mysteries  
all the more difficult to unravel. Private dollars  
can help fund groundbreaking research under  
way in University labs that aims to cure illnesses  
of the brain such as stroke, Parkinson’s disease, 
depression, and Alzheimer’s disease.
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JIMBO FIShER hAS a microphone and he’s 
not afraid to use it.

When the Florida State University football 
coach and his wife, Candi, learned earlier this 
year that their youngest son, 6-year-old Ethan, 
has a rare blood disease called Fanconi anemia, 
they dealt with the devastating news in private. 

Then they decided to use their visibility in 
the media to raise awareness of the disease,  
an inherited blood disorder that can affect  
all systems in the body and leads to bone 
marrow failure.

The Fishers also established the Kidz1stFund™ 
to raise money through online donations and 
T-shirt and hat sales for Fanconi anemia research 
at the University of Minnesota, a national leader 
in blood and marrow transplantation, and they 
are promoting the fund through a campaign 
called OnaKwest for a Cure. Jimbo Fisher is 
donating all fees from his public speaking 
engagements to the Kidz1stFund™ as well.

They’ve already raised more than $400,000 
for this work.

“One thing I’ve learned as a football coach  
is to never accept defeat,” Jimbo Fisher says. 
“We are in this to win the fight against Fanconi 
anemia on behalf of all the children who share 
this struggle with Ethan.”

For decades, Fanconi anemia was thought 
to be untreatable, but promising advances in 
medical research have improved the prognosis. 

Many of those advances have happened  
at the University of Minnesota. That’s why the 
Fisher family’s search for the country’s foremost 
Fanconi anemia team led them to University  
of Minnesota Amplatz Children’s hospital.

Today most children who have Fanconi 
anemia will need a transplant of stem cells, 
derived either from bone marrow or umbilical 
cord blood, to extend their lives. University of 
Minnesota physician-scientists performed the 
world’s first successful bone marrow transplant 
in 1968 and have been blazing new trails in the 
field since.

“Through research, improvements are made 
each year in treating patients with Fanconi 
anemia — improvements that have changed  
the survival rate after unrelated donor bone 
marrow transplant for this disease from less 
than 30 percent to greater than 80 percent in 

never accepting defeat
Florida State coach and family raise awareness and funds  
for Fanconi anemia research at the U

the last 15 years,” says Margaret MacMillan, 

anemia researcher. “But there is much more  
to do. We will not stop until we have 100 
percent survival.”

Determination is just one of the qualities  
the Fishers liked about MacMillan when they 
met her. Candi Fisher says MacMillan spent 
time generously with the family to help them 
understand what they were facing and what 
treatment options they had for Ethan.

“One thing that she gave us was hope,  
and that was something at that moment that 
we were desperately striving for,” adds Candi 
Fisher. “It made us feel like this was something 
we could beat, with her help and with the 
University of Minnesota. … They have invested 
so much of themselves in this research, and  
that made us feel like we weren’t alone.” 

The Fishers’ goal for the fundraising and 
awareness campaign is not a dollar figure.  
It’s a cure, so that Ethan and other kids with 
Fanconi anemia may lead full lives.

“We’re just hoping that we could make a 
difference in some way,” says Candi Fisher.

- NICOlE ENDRES

Visit www.kidz1stfund.com to make a gift to  
this research.

The human brain is responsible for  
the emergence of art, music, literature, 
technology, and our shared knowledge 
of science itself. But just how the brain 
works is largely uncharted territory — 
and that’s where the late Win Wallin 
tended to thrive.

Widely known for his business 
acumen, leadership, and spectacular 
successes (Medtronic’s revenues and 
net worth nearly tripled under his 
direction), Wallin liked to test new ideas. 

That’s why it’s so fitting that before 
he died a year ago, Wallin and his wife, 
Maxine, and their children chose to 
create a fund to support high-potential 
but untested ideas that explore new 
frontiers in brain science (see the  
page 1 story). 

And it’s equally fitting that much  
of the work supported by the Wallin 

Neuroscience 
Discovery Fund will 
happen in the Bio- 
medical Discovery 
District, the Univer-
sity’s state-of-the-art 
research park that 
Wallin unwaver-
ingly championed. 

Of course, like 
every issue of  
Giving Matters, this 

one celebrates all types of champions —  
people who are devoting their time, 
creativity, and brain power to improving 
others’ lives. 

I want to call out one other. Jimmy 
Reagan doesn’t aspire to be a busi-
nessman, but like Win Wallin, he’s using 
his skills to advance medicine at the 
University (find his story on page 10). 
The 18-year-old, who struggles with 
autism, recently discovered his artistic 
talents — and so have many others. His 
painting Café at Night was selected as 
the signature artwork for WineFest  
No. 17 — A Toast to Children’s Health,  
a gala benefiting pediatrics at  
the University. 

Maybe someday we will understand 
the neuroscience behind both men’s 
talents. In the meantime, I am simply 
grateful for the many supporters whose 
hearts and minds are in the right place.

Becky Malkerson
PRESIDENT and CEO

MINNESOTA MEDICAl FOUNDATION
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Jimbo and Candi Fisher and their boys, Trey and Ethan, 
found hope in the Fanconi anemia experts at the 
University of Minnesota. Ethan (on the right) was diag-
nosed with the rare blood disease earlier this year. 

your giving
matters 

We celebrate 
people who 
devote their 
time, creativity,  
and brain 
power to 
improving 
others’ lives.

M.D., Ethan’s doctor and a leading Fanconi 



Making strides 
toward a cure
Many discoveries funded by Children’s 
Cancer Research Fund have revolution-
ized the way childhood cancer is 
treated worldwide, investing in the 
research areas that will have the most 
impact in the pursuit of cures and 
better treatments.

Here are just a few advances Children’s 
Cancer Research Fund has supported:

» The double cord blood transplant — 
developed at the University of 
Minnesota — has dramatically 
increased leukemia survival rates  
in both children and adults. It is 
known worldwide as the Minne-
apolis regimen. 

» The largest study of childhood 
cancer survivors, which now 
number more than 300,000 in  
the United States alone, found  
that survivors faced a higher  
risk of ongoing health issues 
following their treatment. This 
finding stresses the importance  
of long-term follow-up care so that 
physicians can monitor survivors  
for early signs of disease — and treat 
them before they become serious 
problems — and design new treat-
ment protocols to avoid these  
issues altogether.

» University researchers developed 
and manufactured a brain tumor 
vaccine that is now in clinical trials. 
This novel therapy holds the poten- 
tial to increase survival rates and 
produce fewer side effects.

SUzANNE (SUE) hOlMES hODDER thrived 
on helping others. She was always happy to 
support her friends and even strangers through 
projects she believed in — whether it was planning 
the 1992 Super Bowl or partnering with lady Bird 
Johnson to seed Minnesota highway corridors 
with native wildflowers.

She particularly cherished her volunteer  
role with Children’s Cancer Research Fund, an 
organization launched by her close friends Diana 
and Norm hageboeck after their daughter Katie 
died of leukemia in 1979 at age 13.

“Sue was devastated for us. She knew Katie,” 
says Diana hageboeck, whose 48-year friend-
ship with hodder blossomed when Sue was an 
alumna adviser to Diana’s college sorority.  
“She was such a part of my support team.”

Before Katie died, she made a special request 
of her parents: She asked that memorials in her 
name be donated to a little-known fund at the 
University called Children's Cancer Research 
Fund and that the money she had been saving 
for a new 10-speed bike be donated to it, too.

The hageboecks did that and so much more. 
hodder was eager to help when they began 
organizing a grassroots event to raise money 
through the fund. They wanted to honor Katie’s 
wishes and spread the word about the world-
leading pediatric cancer research happening in 
their own backyard at the University of Minnesota.

Momentum has only built since 1980, when 
that first “Dawn of a Dream” raised more than 
$50,000. Today Children’s Cancer Research 
Fund has national reach and worldwide impact 
and has invested more than $60 million in 
pediatric cancer research exclusively at  
the University.

celebrating Sue
Endowed chair honors a dedicated advocate for  
Children’s Cancer Research Fund

“We are amazed and in awe of what it has 
become over the past 31 years,” hageboeck 
says. “We started something that wouldn't stop! 
We could not have done it without our many 
friends and their dedication and enthusiasm.”

Sue hodder’s enthusiasm will be greatly 
missed, she adds. Before hodder died on July 5 
of this year, she named Children’s Cancer 
Research Fund as her memorial fund.

To recognize hodder’s devotion to the organ- 
ization, her husband, Bill hodder, has made an 
even more powerful gift. With the wholehearted 
support of their five children, he gave $4 million 
to create the endowed Suzanne holmes hodder 
Chair in Pediatric Cancer Research and another 
$1 million for pediatric cancer research to be 
used over the next few years.

“We all felt we wanted to do something 
significant in her name,” says Bill hodder, 
emphasizing that the family also wanted to 
honor the hageboecks by supporting Children’s 
Cancer Research Fund.

“What we are doing is investing in Diana 
and Norm and their ‘dream,’” he says. “They 
have convinced the whole world to fund that 
dream. They have done a monumental job.”

Sue hodder was honored posthumously with 
the 2011 Dream Maker Award at the 31st annual 
Dawn of a Dream event.

“She loved a celebration,” says Diana 
hageboeck, “and we will continue to celebrate 
her and her dedication to helping others.” 

–NICOlE ENDRES

To support innovative pediatric cancer research at the 
University of Minnesota through Children’s Cancer 
Research Fund, visit www.childrenscancer.org.
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Children’s Cancer Research Fund’s  
31st annual Dawn of a Dream event on 
November 5 raised more than $970,000 for 
pediatric cancer research at the University 
of Minnesota. Sue Hodder posthumously was 
awarded the organization’s highest honor,  
its Dream Maker Award, which the Hodder 
family (at left) accepted on her behalf. 
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Sue Hodder



The DAYTON AND heGMAN 
families understand that living with 
diabetes is a constant struggle. edward 
“Ned” Dayton and his wife, Sherry Ann, 
have helped their son Michael manage 
his type 1 diabetes since his childhood.  
he is now 43. And Jackie hegman and 
her husband, Mark, have contended  
with her type 2 diabetes for more than 
20 years. 

The Daytons and hegmans also 
understand that when you’re in a tough 
spot, you need powerful allies. That’s why 
the edward Dayton Family Fund and 
the hegman Family Foundation recently 
contributed $150,000 each to the immun- 
ology initiative at the University of 
Minnesota’s Schulze Diabetes Institute 
(SDI). The initiative aims to develop a 
widely available cure for diabetes.

“In the course of my lifetime, I’ve  
seen polio eradicated and, hopefully,  
we can see the same for diabetes,” says 
Ned Dayton, who had polio as a child.

Advancing a cure
In people with type 1 diabetes, islet 

cells — the makers of insulin in the pancreas — are 
destroyed. One treatment option is pancreatic islet 
transplantation, in which cells are taken from a 
donor pancreas and transferred into the person 
with diabetes. Once implanted, the new islets 
begin to make and release insulin. 

Islet transplants are already capable of curing 
diabetes. In fact, the SDI has been curing diabetes 
in people who have hypoglycemia unawareness  
(a potentially life-threatening complication of 
diabetes) in clinical trials since 2000. For those 
people, the transplant benefits outweigh the risks 
of immunosuppression drugs they must take to 
protect transplanted islets from rejection. 

But that’s not true for many others with type 1 
diabetes. For them, the toxic side effects of immu-
nosuppression drugs are not worth the risk of an 
islet transplant — so the procedure is not widely 
used. The SDI immunology initiative’s goal is to 
reduce these side effects, thereby making islet 
transplantation available to vastly more people 
with diabetes.

“I think the U is doing a fabulous job — it’s one  
of the top research institutions,” Dayton says.  
“The work that they’ve done with transplants is 
simply extraordinary.”

Spreading the word
Dayton’s earlier careers were in retail and real 
estate. Now he focuses on supporting philan-
thropic causes through his family foundation. 
Dayton also is a member of the Minnesota Medical 
Foundation’s Diabetes Development Advisory 
Committee, whose members serve as ambassadors 
to help further diabetes fundraising efforts at the 
University of Minnesota. 

hegman focuses on philanthropy after retiring 
as the owner of a walk-in cooler and freezer 
manufacturing business. In addition to diabetes 
research, his family 
foundation supports a 
variety of causes, 
including scholarship 
funds for students at the 
University of Minnesota, 
where Mark went to 
college, and at Purdue 
University, which  
Jackie attended.

“We want to give  
to causes that make a  
difference in people’s lives,” Mark hegman says.

The hegmans’ generosity is inspired, in part,  
by Mark’s father, Clyde hegman. As head of the 
Minnesota Masons in the 1950s, he spearheaded 
fundraising to build the Masonic Memorial hospital 
on the University of Minnesota campus. Today,  
the building serves as home to the Masonic  
Cancer Clinic. 

The hegmans’ support for the SDI’s type 1 
diabetes research also stems from their experience 
dealing with Jackie’s type 2 diabetes. While the 
origins of the two diabetes types differ, their effects 
are similar — debilitating, sometimes painful, and 
difficult to manage. “It’s not easy living with 
diabetes,” Jackie hegman says. “We know that, 
and we want to help.”  

Likewise, the Daytons’ support for the institute 
is rooted in personal experience coping with 
diabetes. They were also inspired by their friends 
Tom and Meredith Olson, who are longtime 
supporters of diabetes research at the University, 
and by their deep respect for Bernhard hering, 
M.D., the SDI’s scientific director, and his team  
of investigators. 

“I think people should be excited about the 
research going on at the University,” Ned Dayton 
says. “They’re making great progress.”

–MArY VITCeNDA

Standing up to diabetes
Donors’ personal struggles fuel generous gifts to research
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TOP  Ned and Sherry Ann Dayton 
BOTTOM  Mark and Jackie Hegman 

It’s not easy 
living with 
diabetes.  
We know that, 
and we want  
to help.
JACkIe heGMAN

To support the islet transplant 
immunology initiative at the 
University of Minnesota, contact 
Jean Gorell at 612-625-0497 or 
j.gorell@mmf.umn.edu, or visit  
www.mmf.umn.edu/giveto/islet.



MAYO D325 is no ordinary classroom. gone 
are the podium and rows of tables and 
chairs — and along with it, the lecture-and-
notes model of education that traditionally 
has transpired there.

The classroom reopened for fall semester 
as the Mercy learning lab, a redesigned  
and re-equipped facility that includes larger 
tables meant to promote discussion and 
teamwork as well as a high-tech hub that 
controls a wireless, large-screen hD projector; 
ITv for global video conferencing; and more.

The new space — named in recognition of 
Mercy health System, which is based in 
Janesville, Wis. — was made possible by a 
$275,000 gift from Mercy health System and 
its president and CEO, Javon R. Bea, M.h.A., 
a 1978 alumnus of the University of Minnesota 
School of Public health’s Master of health-
care Administration (M.h.A.) program.

Over the last two decades, Bea’s leader-
ship at Mercy health System has helped to 
transform it from a stand-alone hospital to  
a vertically integrated health system with  
64 facilities that serve 24 communities in 
southern Wisconsin and northern Illinois.

Bea says he’s  
excited by the didactic, 
interactive atmosphere 
the University’s new 
learning lab creates  
for students. 

“The electronics of this classroom really  
let the students get engaged not only with 
their professors but also with each other,”  
he says. “It really is going to better simulate 
the way problem solving occurs in the cor-
porate environment. As a result, the level of 
knowledge and critical thinking ability will 
increase as well. Students will be even more 
prepared for the work environment than they 
are today, and that is exciting to me.”

The Mercy learning lab isn’t the health 
system’s first connection to the University’s 
M.h.A. program. Over the last 22 years, 
Mercy has provided administrative fellowships 
to more than 35 M.h.A. graduates — and Bea 
has hired every one of them afterward.

“I’m always impressed by how well pre- 
pared they are when they arrive and their 
enthusiasm to dive right in and put their 
knowledge to work at Mercy,” he says of 

A showroom for  
innovative education
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University M.h.A. program graduates. “It  
truly is a testament to the great health care 
administration program offered [through the] 
M.h.A. Providing these fellowships has been a 
win-win situation for our fellows and for Mercy.”

And for Bea, it feels good to open doors 
for new graduates, just as alumni before him 
have done for his generation.

“We have a tight-knit family at the M.h.A. 
program,” he says. “It’s a tremendous program, 
and I’m excited to provide this technology to 
enhance learning for future students.”

–NICOlE ENDRES

Wallin neuroscience Discovery Fund  CONTINUED FROM PAgE 1

The dean of the Medical School will lead 
and administer the program, but an indepen-
dent neuroscientist on the awards committee  
will give the Wallin family insights into the 
chosen projects.

“The Discovery Fund is an investment in 
the future, without any expectation of short-
term clinical solutions,” says lance Wallin. 
“But our father would have very carefully 
watched the near-term milestones, which are 
whether or not this novel research attracts 
additional federal funds.”

Much of the Wallin Neuroscience 
Discovery Fund research will take place in  
the Winston and Maxine Wallin Medical 
Biosciences Building in the University’s 
Biomedical Discovery District, the emerging 
research park that Win Wallin labored long 
and hard to secure through a state bonding 
authorization. For the Wallins’ unstinting 
efforts on the U’s behalf, the building was 
named in their honor.

Their support of the medical sciences also 
included funding chairs in the Medical School 

research. They are proud of and involved  
with Wallin Education Partners and, along 
with helping to oversee the Discovery Fund, 
Brad Wallin serves on the Minnesota Medical 
Foundation’s Board of Trustees and Neuro-
sciences Development Advisory Committee. 

The family hopes the Wallin Neuroscience 
Discovery Fund can be a new model for 
others looking for different ways to give to  
the University.

“This is an unusual gift at a time when a  
lot people are wondering what they can do  
to help,” says Brad. “Our parents have blazed 
a path for donors and shown them an innova-
tive way to invest in research and the future 
success of the University. It will be exciting to 
see what unfolds.”

– MARThA COvENTRY 

To support the Winston and Maxine Wallin  
Neuroscience Discovery Fund, contact Catherine 
McGlinch at 612-626-5456 or c.mcglinch@mmf.umn.
edu, or visit www.mmf.umn.edu/giveto/wallin12.

and spearheading the Masonic Cancer 
Center’s capital campaign, which raised more 
than $30 million to construct the Masonic 
Cancer Research Building. In 1993 Win Wallin 
agreed to take on — with no salary — the U’s 
then-troubled health sciences as interim dean 
and vice president.

a family affair
Win and Maxine attended the University:  
he on the gI Bill and she on an academic 
scholarship. (Maxine also attended Macal-
ester College.) Education was a philanthropic 
priority for them, and they founded Wallin 
Education Partners. Over the past 20 years, 
this group of donors has provided a college 
education and academic support for 3,000 
standout Twin Cities high school students  
with financial need. Currently, 254 of those 
students are enrolled at the University of 
Minnesota, Twin Cities on scholarships 
totaling more than $1 million.

The Wallin children are continuing their 
parents’ commitment to education and 

A high-tech classroom made possible by Mercy Health 
System and its president and CEO, Javon Bea, M.H.A., 
promotes a collaborative style of learning. 
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WhEN MARTIN ChORzEMPA 
lost his wife, Jan, last summer — a 
month shy of their 50th wedding 
anniversary — he didn’t think twice 
about where to direct the memorial 
gifts. The Chorzempas had been 
supporting cancer research and 
education at the University of 
Minnesota since the 1980s.

In the beginning, they donated  
to cancer research because they 
believed it was the right thing to do. 
Then, in 1990, their interest in the 
disease became personal — and their 
contributions felt more crucial — as 
Jan Chorzempa was diagnosed with 
breast cancer. Several years later, 
she developed peritoneal cancer,  

a form of ovarian cancer that started in the lining 
of her abdomen.

Before Jan’s death in July 2010, the couple 
talked about doing something special for the 
Masonic Cancer Center, University of Minnesota. 
“We had already made two major gifts, and we were 
interested in what advances were being made,” 
explains Martin Chorzempa.

To find out, they met with Douglas Yee, M.D., 
director of the Masonic Cancer Center, and levi 

Downs, M.D., Jan’s surgeon. 
The Chorzempas and several 
family members heard about 
the latest research advances 
and how they were improving 
treatments. And, of course, 
Jan had experienced the 
University’s therapeutic  
side firsthand.

“Jan had excellent care 
while she was a patient  
there,” Chorzempa says.  
“We believed that through 

making gifts and furthering cancer research, some 
good advancements can be made to improve 
discovery and treatment. If you can help someone 
avoid having to go through chemo, that would  
be fantastic.”

Although she was being treated for advanced 
cancer, Jan planned a Caribbean cruise to cele-
brate the couple’s 50th wedding anniversary.  
Ten members of the family, including the couple’s 
children and grandchildren, gathered for the 
cruise. “Jan wasn’t feeling well, but she was there 
for breakfast and dinner,” Chorzempa says. 
“Everyone had a good time.”

The very evening she returned from the cruise, 
Jan was back in the hospital, and she died a couple 
of weeks later. Chorzempa says the family takes 
comfort in their memories from the cruise. 

To honor Jan, he made a commitment to raise  
$1 million to establish the Jan Chorzempa Cancer 
Research Fund, in part by encouraging family and 
friends to make donations, including memorial 
gifts, to the fund. 

Jan left part of her IRA to the fund, and 
Chorzempa contributed distributions from his  
own IRA in 2010 and 2011 — something he plans  
to do every year. he also designated the fund as 
his IRA beneficiary to complete the $1 million goal.  
The money, he says, will build on Jan’s legacy by 
driving innovative cancer research.

“For many years, Marty Chorzempa and his  
late wife, Jan, have been incredibly generous 
supporters of the Masonic Cancer Center,” says 
Yee. “They’ve been a major reason we’ve been  
able to develop a robust program in experimental 
cancer therapeutics. With this new commitment, 
we will be able to improve new treatment strate-
gies for women’s cancer, with a focus on gyneco-
logic malignancies, including ovarian cancer. This 
fund will allow us to make further progress on 
several promising new strategies developed at  
the Masonic Cancer Center.”

Chorzempa says he’s grateful for the donations 
he’s already received from friends and family. “We’ve 
got a good start, but we have a ways to go. I feel 
confident that over time we’ll be able to reach the 
goal of $1 million.”

–lEE ENgFER

To support the Jan Chorzempa Cancer Research Fund, 
contact Cathy Spicola at 612-625-5192 or c.spicola@mmf.
umn.edu, or visit www.mmf.umn.edu/giveto/chorzempa.

When cancer gets personal
New fund honors a wife lost to cancer, advances novel treatments

We believed that  
through making gifts  
and furthering cancer 
research, some good 
advancements can  
be made to improve 
discovery and  
treatment.
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Martin and Jan Chorzempa in 2004
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Don’t miss your chance  
to make an ira gift
There is still time to take advantage of the Tax Relief Act signed into law 
last year and make the most of your charitable donations. You can make 
a gift of up to $100,000 directly from your IRA to the Minnesota Medical 
Foundation (MMF) to support health-related research, education, and 
care at the University of Minnesota and avoid paying income tax on the 
amount of your gift. But the extended IRA Charitable Rollover option is 
set to expire on December 31, 2011. These rules apply:

•	 Only	IRAs	are	eligible	(other	types	of	retirement	accounts	are	not).		

•	 The	donor	must	be	over	age	70	1/2. 

•	 The	gift	must	come	directly	from	the	IRA	custodian	to	MMF.	

•	 The	maximum	amount	allowed	is	$100,000	per	year,	per	donor.	

•	 Gifts	cannot	fund	a	charitable	remainder	trust	or	gift	annuity.

•	 Tax	deductions	are	not	available	when	completing	an	IRA	 
Charitable Rollover.

If you are not eligible to make a gift through the IRA Charitable Rollover 
option, you can still support our work at the University of Minnesota by 
naming MMF as a beneficiary in your estate plans.

To learn more about this opportunity, contact MMF’s gift planning team at  
612-625-1440, 800-922-1663, or giftplanning@mmf.umn.edu.

is MMF in your estate plan?
A gift from your estate is an easy way to make a future gift in 
support of health-related research, education, and care at the 
University of Minnesota. You retain the use of the asset during your 
lifetime and the ability to modify your gift. Estate gifts can be made 
through your will, revocable (living) trust agreement, retirement 
plan, or life insurance. You also can make the Minnesota Medical 
Foundation (MMF) beneficiary of your bank account (via POD — 
“payable on death” designation) or your stock portfolio or real 
estate (via TOD — “transfer on death” designation). 

For more information about leaving an estate gift to MMF, 
please contact the Office of gift Planning at 612-625-1440,  
800-922-1663, or giftplanning@mmf.umn.edu. 

Following is sample bequest language:

UnrEStrictED giFt
“I give [the sum, percentage, or description of property]  
to the Minnesota Medical Foundation, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, free of trust, to be used wherever the needs 
and opportunities are greatest.”

rEStrictED giFt
“I give [the sum, percentage, or description of property]  
to the Minnesota Medical Foundation, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, to be used for the benefit of the [name of 
school, department, or program].”

To designate the Minnesota Medical Foundation as a 
beneficiary of your life insurance policy or qualified 
retirement plan, you will need the foundation’s tax ID 
number: 41-602770.

visit: www.mmf.umn.edu/giftplanning

MEET our GiFT PlanninG TEaM

The Minnesota Medical Foundation’s gift planning team members (stand-
ing, left to right) Holly McDonough Gulden, Jennifer White, and Jay Kautt; 
(seated) Jeanne Bischoff, Roxana Hedberg, and Stephanie Oskie.
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randall c. and marcia l. betcher, 
Excelsior, Minn., committed to 
sponsor Andrew and Kira’s Adopt  
A Room at University of Minnesota 
Amplatz Children’s hospital. 

children’s cancer research Fund, 
Minneapolis, made gifts totaling 
$750,000 to the University’s child-
hood cancer program. 

Edward n. and Sherry Ann Dayton, 
Wayzata, Minn., pledged $150,000 
through the Edward Dayton Family 
Fund to the immunology initiative at 
the Schulze Diabetes Institute. 

Dolphin group companies, Minne-
apolis, pledged $200,000 to sponsor 
the Dorothy M. Dolphin Adopt A 
Room at University of Minnesota 
Amplatz Children’s hospital. 

Floyd D. Dygve, Edina, Minn., commit-
ted a future estate gift for the benefit 
of children’s cancer research.

the Epidermolysis bullosa medical 
research Foundation, Beverly hills, 
Calif., gave $175,000 to the Fund for 
Epidermolysis Bullosa and Related 
Research. 

We’d like to extend an extra thank-you to the individuals and organizations that have made commitments totaling 
$100,000 or more to the University’s health-related work between April 16 and October 15, 2011. 

Dr. leroy and ruth Fingerson, Arden 
hills, Minn., committed $350,000 for 
the establishment of the leroy and 
Ruth Fingerson Parkinson’s Disease 
Research Fund.

mark E. and Jacqueline hegman, 
Edina, Minn., pledged $150,000 
through the hegman Family Founda-
tion to establish the Mark and Jackie 
hegman Diabetes Research Fund. 

Dr. bruce h. and barbara r. hiller, 
Edina, Minn., committed a future 
estate gift in support of the Univer-
sity’s Medical School and Minnesota 
landscape Arboretum.

Stanley S. and Karen h. hubbard, 
lakeland, Minn., committed $200,000 
in support of pancreatic cancer 
research.

the estate of Elsie E. Kalionen,  
St. louis Park, Minn., contributed 
$375,000 to stroke and macular 
degeneration research, education, 
and care.

the estate of Jane E. larson,  
St. Paul, Minn., made contributions 
totaling $152,448 to the Jane E. 
larson Osteoporosis Research Fund. 

lions multiple District hearing 
Foundation, inc., Burnsville, Minn., 
committed more than $1.3 million  
for the establishment of the lions 

Professorship in Otolaryngology and 
the lions Children’s hearing and 
ENT Clinic Fund. It also made an 
additional gift of $102,621 to the 
lions Program Development Fund.

medtronic, inc., Minneapolis, made 
gifts totaling $131,100 in support of 
cardiovascular research and medical 
and public health education.

minnesota lions vision Foundation, 
inc., St. Paul, Minn., made gifts 
totaling $212,600 in support of the 
Macular Degeneration Program, the 
Minnesota lions Revolving Research 
Fund, and the International Journal 
of Eye Banking.

thomas g. and meredith D. olson, 
Wayzata, Minn., made a gift in 
support of the immunology initiative 
at the Schulze Diabetes Institute. 

morton Perlroth, Remsenburg,  
New York, gave $100,000 toward the 
establishment of the Angiosarcoma 
Canine Trial Fund. 

the charles E. Proshek Foundation 
trust, Minneapolis, committed 
$538,748 to the Charles E. and 
gabriela Proshek Scholars Fund. 

Dr. leon S. and nancy A. robertson, 
green valley, Ariz., gave $100,000 to 
the leon S. Robertson Professorship 
in Injury Prevention. 
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Adopt A Rooms at University  
of Minnesota Amplatz Children’s 
Hospital provide more space for 
kids and their families. 

Students help to distribute mosquito nets for protection against malaria in Uganda.



rtP company, Winona, Minn., 
pledged $100,000 in support of 
research funding for the Department 
of Pediatrics. 

russell l. and Kathryn A. Scheffler, 
Blaine, Minn., pledged $25,000 and 
committed a future estate gift in 
support of the Scheffler International 
Medical Mission Trip Award.

thomas F. Sheridan, m.D., Walnut 
Creek, Calif., committed a future 
estate gift in support of Medical 
School scholarships, unrestricted 
research, and other areas. 

the Starkey hearing Foundation, 
Eden Prairie, Minn., gave $100,000 
to the MMP Endowed Fund of the 
International hearing Foundation.

St. Jude medical, inc., St. Paul, Minn., 
made gifts totaling $173,000 to 
pediatric and adult cardiovascular 
research, education, and care. 

3m company, St. Paul, Minn., made 
gifts totaling $136,000 in support  
of the Ken Wallace/3M Toxicology 
Research Fund, the Tim Church 
Research Support Fund, and the 
Alexander Research Support Fund.

the Wallin Foundation, Minneapolis, 
gave a $500,000 annually recurring 
gift to establish the Winston and 
Maxine Wallin Neuroscience 
Discovery Fund. 

Faye Wallsten, Eagan, Minn., 
committed a future estate gift in 
support of cancer research and 
prevention. 

the estate of muriel Whiteside, 
Duluth, Minn., contributed $157,702 to 
the Medical School, Duluth campus.

Because of their generous support, the following donors became members,  
or rose to a higher giving society, of the University of Minnesota Presidents 
Club between April 16 and October 15, 2011. Their gifts have been designated 
(all or in part) to the Medical School, School of Public health, Masonic Cancer 
Center, or other areas served by the Minnesota Medical Foundation.

John sarGEnT 
PillsburY sociETY
$10 million or morE

Minnesota Lions Vision 
   Foundation, Inc.

builDErs sociETY
$1 million to $10 million

The Starkey Hearing Foundation 

rEGEnTs sociETY
$250,000 to $1 million

Epidermolysis Bullosa Medical
   Research Foundation
+ Elsie E. Kalionen

TrusTEEs sociETY
$100,000 to $250,000

Ken and Betsy Burdick
Central Mille Lacs United Way
Dolphin Group Companies
Susan C. and John R. Dunlop
Beth H. and + Donovan A. Erickson
ERJ Dining, LLC
John E. and Deborah J. Ganoe
John E. and Jean G. Geisler
Hope in Grace
Dr. Darrel J. Rosen, ’74

chancEllors sociETY
$25,000 to $100,000

Baratz Family Foundation
Margaret M. Brophy
Philip L. Colgan, Ph.D., 
   and Geol L. Weirs
The Rev. Canon William P. 
   and + Patricia A. Donovan
Mark and Margie Eustis

Dr. Henry and Mary Ann Gans
Michael and Linda Givens
Haskell’s, Inc.
Patricia Heiser
Rhonda Hovan
Dr. Robert A., ’69, 
   and Loxley J. Koshnick
William Lawrence & Blanche 
   Hughes Foundation 
Dr. James D., ’60, and 
   Janice MacGibbon
David T. and Monica Nassif
Drs. Thomas E. Nelson, ’86, 
   and Kathryn L. Pyzdrowski, ’86
Northstar Physicians Foundation
Richard P. and Maureen C. Rendahl
Beatrice E. Robinson, Ph.D.
Robert P. and Margaret M. Simmet
Jennifer L. and John E. Soderholm
Leonard and Frances Spira
Gordon and Dolores Sprenger
Twin City Group
Walker Methodist
Donald and Janet Wegmiller

hEriTaGE sociETY
FUtUrE giFtS

Dr. Henry and Mary Ann Gans
Dr. James B., ’68, and Judith R. Gaviser
Dr. Bruce H., ’60, and Barbara R. Hiller
Dr. Arvid J. Houglum, ’50
Elizabeth A. Malkerson

+ Deceased

PrESiDEntS clUb
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MANY ARTISTS BEgIN a portrait with the 
eyes. Jimmy Reagan, this year’s WineFest 
artist, is no different. 

The eyes in his paintings are arresting. 
They meet the viewer forthrightly and give a 
glimpse into each subject’s joys or struggles. 
But it’s not just their expressiveness that 
makes them significant. “When you’re 
somebody with autism, eye contact is really 
difficult,” explains Jimmy’s mother, Peg 
Schneeman Reagan. 

Jimmy’s intensely vibrant paintings, oil 
pastels, and colored-pencil drawings — striking 
portraits of people and animals, colorful 
landscapes, and café scenes — allow viewers 
to see the world as he does: “full of color and 
beauty,” Reagan says. 

Discovering a passion
Diagnosed with regressive-onset autism  
16 years ago, 18-year-old Jimmy Reagan is 
coming into his own through art. It’s a gift that 
runs in the family; a great-grandmother was 
an artist at one of St. Paul’s daily newspapers 
in the 1920s, and a great uncle, george 
Schneeman, was a celebrated Modernist 
painter in New York. 

But it wasn’t until four years ago that 
Jimmy, his parents, and four siblings discov-
ered his aptitude and his passion for art. his 
tutor and a friend, a visual artist and teacher, 
recognized and helped to cultivate Jimmy’s 
artistic talent. 

One of his paintings was selected as  
the signature artwork for WineFest No. 17 —  
A Toast to Children’s health, a benefit for 
children’s health research, education, and 
care at the University of Minnesota, and  
will be a high-profile item in the event’s live 
auction. (learn more about the May 11–12 
event in the calendar on page 11.)

The family’s open, light-filled home in 
Mendota heights is Jimmy’s studio; he paints 
next to a window overlooking the garden. 
Influenced by both Cubism and Impres-
sionism — particularly by the post-Impres-
sionist work of vincent van gogh — he’s at 
work daily, rendering riveting images in bold, 
complementary hues.

connecting through art
Too often, Peg Reagan says, the talents of 
people with autism go unrealized. While 
Jimmy’s IQ is normal, autism seriously 
compromises his speech and social skills. 

“language is really frustrating for Jim. he 
realized [his art] is something people like, and 
he didn’t have to use his words.”  

Where language has failed him, drawing 
and painting are allowing Jimmy to communi-
cate with a receptive and growing audience 
of art lovers, many of whom come to his work 
without knowing that he’s autistic.

“Physically, he’s better than he’s been in 
years,” says his mom, who describes Jimmy’s 
work as cathartic for his family as well. That 
there’s an eager audience for it in the Twin 
Cities and that it’s raising money for children’s 
health? All the better, says Reagan, who is a 
longtime supporter of the University’s work  
in pediatrics. 

As his captivating vision of the world  
and the work in which he shares it earn  
wider acclaim, Jimmy Reagan is helping to 
transform the way people with autism are 
perceived. his sister Kelly puts it simply: 
“Other people are finally seeing Jimmy  
the way we do.” 

– SUSAN MAAS

The Minnesota Medical Foundation helps 
people live healthier lives by advancing 
health-related research, education, and  
care at the University of Minnesota. 
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Influenced by Cubism and 
Impressionism, Jimmy Reagan 
is the featured artist for  
WineFest No. 17 — A Toast  
to Children’s Health. 
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capturing a world of  
color and beauty

Too often the talents of people 
with autism go unrealized.  
Jimmy Reagan’s intensely vibrant 
paintings allow viewers to see  
the world as he does.
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School oF PUblic hEAlth 
commEncEmEnt

Mariucci Arena 
University of Minnesota

 Contact Nichole Axtman at 612-
626-9303 or mart1047@umn.edu.
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January

26  ThURSDAY

DiAmonD AWArDS*

Target Field 
Minneapolis

Join the Minnesota Twins as they 
gear up for next season at the 
seventh annual Diamond Awards. 
Event highlights will include a 
televised awards ceremony featuring 
an exciting lineup of Twins greats. 
Proceeds support the University  
of Minnesota’s innovative research 
and patient care in ataxia, muscular 
dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, 
Parkinson’s disease, and AlS  
(lou gehrig’s disease).

like us on Facebook and  
follow us on Twitter.

 visit www.minnesotadiamond 
awards.org or contact the  
events team at 612-625-1440  
or events@mmf.umn.edu.

* MMF-SPONSORED EvENT

aprIl

2–6  MONDAY – FRIDAY

nAtionAl PUblic hEAlth WEEK 
Film FEStivAl

University of Minnesota East Bank Campus 
Minneapolis

This film festival is free and open to 
the public. locations vary.

 visit www.sph.umn.edu/filmfest or 
contact Nichole Axtman at 612-
626-9303 or mart1047@umn.edu. 

May

4  FRIDAY

mEDicAl School 
commEncEmEnt

Mariucci Arena 
University of Minnesota

 Contact linda Reilly at 612-624-
9608 or reill002@umn.edu. 

Event descriptions, updates, links, and contact information also available at: www.mmf.umn.edu
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CAlENDAR OF EvENTS
WinTEr–sPrinG 2012

Strike out brain, nerve, and muscle 
disorders at Diamond Awards,  
January 26 at Target Field.

WineFest no. 17* May 11–12
A toASt to chilDrEn’S hEAlth   FRIDAY–SATURDAY

The Depot   |   Minneapolis

Enjoy two evenings of wonderful food and wine, starting on Friday 
with the grand Tasting, which features signature menu selections 
from top Twin Cities restaurants and more than 400 wines for 
sampling. Continue your experience on Saturday with the Fine 
Wine Dinner, which begins with a champagne reception and silent 
auction. Dinner features a multicourse gourmet menu with premier 
wine pairings from honorary winemasters, a live auction, and 
dancing. Since its inception, Winefest has raised more than  
$8.5 million for children’s health research, education, and care at 
the University of Minnesota and University of Minnesota Amplatz 
Children’s hospital.

like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter.

 visit www.thewinefest.org or contact Nick Engbloom at  
612-626-8429 or n.engbloom@mmf.umn.edu.

Café at Night by Jimmy Reagan

 Printed on recycled paper with at  
least 10% postconsumer waste.  
Please recycle.

© 2011 Minnesota Medical Foundation. 
All rights reserved.
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