
WOMEN'S INTERCOLLEGIATE A THLE11CS 

UNIVERSI1Y OF MINNESOTA 

516 15TH AVENUE S.E. 
MINNEAPOUS, MINNESOTA 55455 

KAREN SMITH 

SPORTS INFORMATION DIRECTOR 
OFFICE: (612) 376·5259 

~--------------~~~----~~~~~~~~~----------------------~ 

Hometown News 

(Special to the Minneapolis Star & Tribune, the Hopkins Minnetonka Sun, & the Sailor) 

(For immediate release) 

(HOHERTZ EARNS STARTING BERTH WITH •u• SOFTBALL SQUAD) ..--

June 10, 1985 

Minneapolis, Minn. --When University of Minnesota head softball coach Linda 

Wells looks ahead to next season, one of the bright spots she sees is former 

Minnetonka captain Stacy Hohertz. 

"Stacy is an excellent defensive player," Wells commented, "and she has 

improved more than anyone else this season. She is a hard worker and a strong 

kid. All she needs is experience in the fast pitch game." 

Hohertz earned a regular assignment in center field with the Gophers midway 

through the season, starting 15 of the last 16 games. The freshman had a .125 

batting average with a run batted in, and started about half of Minnesota's 

games (24 of 49). 

Hohertz earned the starting spot on her defensive skills, but coach Wells 

filled her place in the batting order with the designated hitter most of the 

time. As a result, Hohertz had only three hits in 24 at bats for the season. 

Minnesota posted a 25-24 overall record during 1985, and finished tied for 

fifth in the Big Ten with an 8-12 mark. The Gophers faced two nationally ranked 

teams Northwestern and Indiana -- in their first two Big Ten series and had 

to dig themselves out of a 1-7 hole in the conference. The team won three out 

of four from Ohio State the next weekend, then ended the season splitting series 

with both Iowa and Michigan. 

more----
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Hohertz was an all-conference selection three years in a row while playing 

at Minnetonka High, serving as team captain her last two years. She was also an 

all-conference volleyball players. Hohertz is a physical therapy major at 

Minnesota and is the daughter of Richard and Barbara Hohertz, 5045 Hooper Lake 

Rd., in Excelsior. 
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June 10, 1985 

Minneapolis, Minn. --Deb Reineke, former all-conference selection at Faribault 

High, completed her first season with the University of Minnesota softball 

squad, after walking-on last fall. Reineke appeared as a pinch hitter in eight 

games and earned a start in a ninth. 

Minnesota posted a 25-24 overall record during 1985, and finished tied for 

fifth in the Big Ten with an 8-12 mark. The Gophers faced two nationally ranked 

teams Northwestern and Indiana -- in their first two Big Ten series and had 

to dig themselves out of a 1-7 hole in the conference. The team won three out 

of four from Ohio State the next weekend, then ended the season splitting series 

with both Iowa and Michigan. 

Reineke played three years of varsity softball at Faribault High, earning 

all-conference honors her senior year. She also played volleyball and 

basketball at Faribault. A business management major at Minnesota, she is the 

daughter of Connie and Ronald Reineke, 1603 Rondarwal Lane, in Faribault. 
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(PARADEIS COMPLETES FIRST SEASON AT MINNESOTA) 

Minneapolis, Minn. -- Jane Paradeis, a former standout baseball player at 

Royalton High School, completed her first year with the University of Minnesota 

softball team. Paradeis transferred to Minnesota from Moorhead State in, where 

she was on the softball squad for two years. 

After walking-on at the beginning of the fall practice season, she saw 

limited action as a pinch runner. She scored one run in each of the Gophers• 

final two games of the season against Michigan. 

Minnesota posted a 25-24 overall record during 1985, and finished tied for 

fifth in the Big Ten with an 8-12 mark. The Gophers faced two nationally ranked 

teams Northwestern and Indiana -- in their first two Big Ten series and had 

to dig themselves out of a 1-7 hole in the conference. The team won three out 

of four from Ohio State the next weekend, then ended the season splitting series 

with both Iowa and Michigan. 

Paradeis played on the boys• baseball team at Royalton High School, logging 

the second highest batting average on the team her sophomore year (1979). She 

also played two years of varsity basketball and was the team's leading scorer in 

1982, her senior year, earning all-conference honors. 

An electrical engineering major at the University of Minnesota, Paradeis is 

the daughter of Gerald and Virginia Paradeis, Route 1, in Rice. 
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(CRAY FIGHTS ILLNESS AND INJURY IN SECOND GOPHER SEASON} -
Minneapolis, Minn. -- Former Crestwood High all-stater Carla Cray made it to 

this year•s University of Minnesota softball season, and that in itself was an 

accomplishment. The sophomore shortstop/pitcher battled a kidney infection, 

which forced her to miss most of last fall•s practice season, then sprained her 

ankle and tore some ligaments in an early season game against Kansas in the 

spring. Having healed somewhat from that, she came down with strep throat. 

In the meantime, she was the Gopher•s starting shortstop and one of the 

team•s starting pitchers. Cray appeared in 36 of 49 games this season, starting 

seven on the mound and posting a 2-4 record. At the plate, she hit .200 overall, 

but was especially valuable to Minnesota during the Big Ten season, when she hit 

.263 and had two runs batted in . 

.. Carla is very capable offensively, .. coach Linda Wells commented. "For 

next season, we•11 be working on her developing more pitches.• 

Cray agrees, saying she came out of high school with a change-up, and a 

fast ball with a natural drop. "I•ve been working on a curve, rise and 

knuckleball,• she says. •unfortunately, I only got to pitch three innings last 

fall, so it took me the whole fall [practice season] to learn how to throw the 

knuckleball ... 

more----
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Despite the illness and injury, Cray pitched well during Minnesota's 19 

game pre-Big Ten schedule, starting five games and completing three, and posting 

a 0.90 earned run average. It was near the end of the pre-Big Ten season that 

she sprained her ankle, but she still started in 14 of the Gopher's 20 Big Ten 

games, mostly at shortstop. Her best series at the plate came in the last four 

games of the season against Michigan, when she had five hits in 12 at-bats for a 

.417 weekend average. 

Minnesota posted a 25-24 overall record during 1985, and finished tied for 

fifth in the Big Ten with an 8-12 mark. The Gophers faced two nationally ranked 

teams Northwestern and Indiana -- in their first two Big Ten series and had 

to dig themselves out of a 1-7 hole in the conference. The team won three out 

of four from Ohio State the next weekend, then ended the season splitting series 

with both Iowa and Michigan. 

During her freshman season, Cray hit .255, appearing in 26 games at 

shortstop. She came on strong at the end of the that season, raising her 

batting average from .077 to .255 in the last two four-game series of the year. 

Besides earning all-state honors at shortstop during her career at 

Crestwood High School, she was a three-time all-conference selection in 

basketball and received an honorable mention for all-state. She also competed 

in track and field and was the conference 100 meter dash champion and was a 

state finalist in the softball throw field event. 

Cray is an applied design major at the University of Minnesota and is the 

daughter of Richard and Lorraine Cray, of Main Street in Chester. 



-

WOMEN'S INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS 
UNIVERSllY OF MINNESOTA 
516 15TH AVENUE S.E. 
MINNEAPOUS, MINNESOTA 55455 

Hometown News 
(Special to the Minneapolis Star & Tribune & the Richfield Sun) 

(For immediate release) 

(LEWIS BREAKS INTO GOPHER STARTING SOFTBALL LINE-UP) 

KAREN SMITH 
SPORTS INFORMATION DIRECTOR 
OFFICE: (612) 376·5259 

June 10, 1985 

Minneapolis, Minn. -- Former Richfield softball most valuable player Deb Lewis 

broke into the University of Minnesota softball line-up and earned a steady 

starting spot with the Gophers during her freshman season. Lewis got her first 

start in the second game of the season, and responded with one hit in three at

bats and a run batted in. 

MDeb will be a strength for us offensively," remarked Gopher softball coach 

Linda Wells. "She did a good job with the bat this year, in both the designated 

hitter role and as a pinch hitter-- which is a tough job." 

Lewis appeared in 42 of Minnesota's 49 games this season, starting in 30. 

She was fourth in the team in hitting after the Gophers' 19 game pre-Big Ten 

schedule, with a .219 batting average and a .405 on-base percentage. She raised 

her batting average to .227 after going three-for-eight in the first four-game 

Big Ten series, against Northwestern. She ended the season in somewhat of a 

slump, however, and her average dropped to .152. 

Minnesota posted a 25-24 overall record during 1985, and finished tied for 

fifth in the Big Ten with an 8-12 mark. The Gophers faced two nationally ranked 

teams Northwestern and Indiana -- in their first two Big Ten series and had 

to dig themselves out of a 1-7 hole in the conference. The team won three out 

of four from Ohio State the next weekend, then ended the season splitting series 

with both Iowa and Michigan. 

more----
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The second player from Richfield to enter the Gopher program in recent 

years, Lewis follows catcher Lezlie Anderson, who played at Minnesota between 

1980 and 1983. Anderson stands fifth on the career hits list and seventh on the 

career RBI list. 

Lewis was a three-time all-conference softball selection at Richfield High. 

As team captain and MVP her senior year, she led Richfield to the class AA state 

finals. She also captained basketball team her senior year and the swim team 

her junior year. Lewis is a nutritional dietetics major at Minnesota and is the 

daughter of Susan and James Lewis, 7329 12th Ave., So., in Richfield. 
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(WHAT A WAY TO END A SEASON) 

Minneapolis, Minn. -- University of Minnesota softball senior Nancy Jungkans .....__ ___ _ 
decided she was going to leave in style. The three-time Salem Central most 

valuable player logged six hits in 11 at bats during the Gophers• final four 

games against Michigan, for a .545 weekend average. Jungkans• hits included 

three doubles and, in the final game, she slugged four RBis to power Minnesota 

to a 10-6 victory. 

That performance raised her season batting average 31 points to .243, third 

highest on the team. Jungkans also finished the year with a .271 Big Ten 

average, good for tenth place in the conference batting race. 

Originally Jungkans walked-on to the Gopher softball squad, but she came 

into her own as a junior, earning a full-time job at second base. This year she 

started 39 of Minnesota•s 49 games, and appeared in 43 splitting her defensive 

time between second base and right field. For the second year in a row, she led 

Minnesota in sacrifices, with 11 last season and nine this year • 

.. Nancy showed me a lot, .. corrmented coach Linda Wells. 11 She walked-on as a 

freshman, and earned a spot on the team. Her great last weekend of the season 

was really a nice way for her to end her career here." 
more---
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Minnesota posted a 25-24 overall record during 1985, and finished tied for 

fifth in the Big Ten with an 8-12 mark. The Gophers faced two nationally ranked 

teams Northwestern and Indiana -- in their first two Big Ten series and had 

to dig themselves out of a 1-7 hole in the conference. The team won three out 

of four from Ohio State the next weekend, then ended the season splitting series 

with both Iowa and Michigan. 

Jungkans hit .214 last season and, combined with her .243 this year, 

boosted her career average from .167 two years ago to .211. She led non-first 

basement in put-outs last year (106) and had 81 assists while playing regularly 

at second base. 

During her career at Salem Central H~gh School, she was named team MVP and 

all-conference three years in a row. She was also the conference MVP twice. 

She was also named MVP in volleyball, earning all-conference honors twice, and 

golf. In basketball, she was a two-time all-area selection. 

Jungkans is an exercise physiology major at Minnesota and is the daughter 

of Robert and Lil Jungkans, 7110 248th Ave., in Salem. 
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(LEININGER COMPLETES "U" CAREER BY SETTING RECORDS) 

Minneapolis, Minn. -- "I•ve been trying for better bat control and I•ve been 

more selective on the pitches I go after." Write those words down, students of 

softball, for that philosophy spelled success for senior Danne Leininger in her 

final season with the University of Minnesota women•s softball team. 

Leininger, the former three-time all-conference selection and MVP at 

Bloomington Jefferson High, hiked her career batting average by 28 points while 

hitting .344 this season. She completes her four years at Minnesota with a .278 

career batting average. 

Her .344 this year placed her second in hitting for the Gophers, and she 

tied for the team lead in runs batted in, with 18. The Minnesota co-captain 

entered the Gopher record book with most hits for a season (55) and most triples 

in a season (nine). Leininger stands second on the career records list in games 

played (180) and at bats (532), and is also second in career hits (148) and 

career triples (12). 

"She really is an outstanding player," commented Coach Linda Wells. "She 

has speed, power and strength. She has been a mainstay for us at third base. 

Even though she had a rough defensive year, she contributed a lot offensively and 

did so consistently." 

The sporadic defensive lapses were the only negative marks on an otherwise 

outstanding year. "You know, I never lost confidence in myself," Leininger 

explains, "even when I was making a lot of errors. I was upset with myself, but 

I never lost the confidence. I just didn•t finish the play." 

more----
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After posting season fielding averages of around .950 the last two years, 

she managed only .855 this season, with 25 errors in 173 attempts. During mid

season, Wells moved her from third base to left field in order to keep her bat 

in the line-up. That move seemed to help, as Leininger came back to third at 

the end of the season and made relatively few errors. 

Minnesota posted a 25-24 overall record during 1985, and finished tied for 

fifth in the Big Ten with an 8-12 mark. The Gophers faced two nationally ranked 

teams Northwestern and Indiana -- in their first two Big Ten series and had 

to dig themselves out of a 1-7 hole in the conference. The team won three out 

of four from Ohio State the next weekend, then ended the season splitting series 

with both Iowa and Michigan. 

In a season full of strong performances at the plate, Leininger saved her 

best series for the final four games of her career. In four games at home 

against Michigan, she logged seven hits in 15 at bats. She broke the season 

triples record by hitting two in game three of the series, for two RBis. 

Leininger was named to the All-Big Ten second team finishing eighth in the 

conference in hitting (she also finished eighth this year). She set single game 

records for assists (10) and hits (four in four at bats) last season, as well. 

This season, she earned second team All-Big Ten Academic honors. 

At Bloomington Jefferson High School, Leininger was named most valuable 

player in three sports her senior year-- softball, basketball and soccer. She 

earned all-conference honors three years for softball and two years for both 

basketball and soccer. Also her senior year, the Bloomington Chamber of 

Commerce named her Jefferson's Woman Athlete of the Year. 

Leininger is a secondary education major in social studies at Minnesota 

and says she would like to teach and coach in high school. She is the daughter 

~ of Timothy and Henrietta Leininger, 10833 Oxborough Ave., in Bloomington. 

-30-
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(KEIRSTEAD KEY HITTER AGAIN FOR MINNESOTA) ... 
Minneapolis, Minn. -- Chelmsford resident Anne Keirstead completed her softball 

career at the University of Minnesota this season with, statistically, her best 

year. The senior hit .207 in 41 games for the Gophers this season. 

That batting average is somewhat misleading, because Keirstead made her 

hits count. She collected 18 hits this season, but almost half (eight) were for 

extra bases, including five doubles and three triples. As a result, Keirstead 

had 14 RBis, fourth highest on the team, and there were six times when she had 

two RBis in a single game. 

Alternating between first base and designated hitter, Keirstead also 

contributed defensively. She logged the second greatest number of put-outs on 

the team and turned in a fine .969 fielding average, finishing her career third 

on the "put-outs• list with 560 in four seasons. 

In her designated hitter role, Keirstead was on the bench while her 

teammates were in the field, but her enthusiastic cheerleading became a 

trademark. That attitude made her a favorite of Coach Linda Wells. 

"Her attitude toward the game was excellent," commented coach Wells. "She 

is verbal and always enthusiastic for the other person. Her goals always 

revolve around being a good team player." 

more----



Minnesota Women•s Sports News, Keirstead, 2-2-2-2 

Minnesota posted a 25-24 overall record during 1985, and finished tied for 

fifth in the Big Ten with an 8-12 mark. The Gophers faced two nationally ranked 

teams Northwestern and Indiana -- in their first two Big Ten series and had 

to dig themselves out of a 1-7 hole in the conference. The team won three out 

of four from Ohio State the next weekend, then ended the season splitting series 

with both Iowa and Michigan. 

Keirstead started 30 of the 41 games in which she appeared, including the 

last 11 games of the season. Her .207 average raised her career mark to .186. 

For the second straight year, she earned a spot on the Big Ten All-Academic 

softball team, with a 3.30 grade point average. 

If Keirstead•s name is not familiar to Chelmsford softball fans, it is 

because she played high school softball at Whitnall High in Greenfield, 

Wisconsin. There, she was MVP of her conference champion team as a junior. Her 

senior year, she repeated as captain and was named all-conference. She also 

earned all-conference honors in basketball and volleyball. 

Keirstead is a math education major at Minnesota and is the daughter of 

Donald and Betty Keirstead, 12 Stillwater Or., in Chelmsford. 
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(DRAKE CARRIES PITCHING, HITTING LOAD FOR GOPHER SOFTBALL) --Minneapolis, Minn. --The pressure was on Barb Drake this year. After the 

University of Minnesota sophomore earned second team All-American honors as a 

Gopher softball rookie last season, big things were expected. 

The statistics may not show it, but big things did happen. For example, 

she started the season with a 10 game disciplinary suspension and hit only .174 

in her first nine games. By the end of the year, she had boosted her batting 

average 60 points to .234. 

The Gophers expected more. They expected Drake to excell on the mound this 

season, as well. She threw about 40 percent of the innings pitched for the team 

this season (118), and completed 12 of the 16 games she started. Drake posted a 

fine 1.13 ERA and had a 9-8 overall record (4-5 in the Big Ten). She ended the 

season on a streak, winning each of her last five starts and throwing five 

consecutive complete games. In those five games, she allowed only one earned 

run. 

Despite missing the first 10 games, she was still second on the team in the 

runs batted in category, with 16. She led the team in doubles, with eight, and 

had the best fielding percentage on the team (.986 with only two errors). 

Last season, Drake finished second in the Big Ten hitting race, with a .391 

conference batting average. This year, she posted a .281 conference average and 

finished ninth. Overall, Drake hit .234 this year, compared to .326 last 

season. 

more----
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"We asked Barb and Judy (Oliverius) to carry the load both pitching and 

batting this year," commented Coach Linda Wells. "They were trying to do 

everything, and had tremendous pressure on them in every game.• 

Minnesota posted a 25-24 overall record during 1985, and finished tied for 

fifth in the Big Ten with an 8-12 mark. The Gophers faced two nationally ranked 

teams Northwestern and Indiana -- in their first two Big Ten series and had 

to dig themselves out of a 1-7 hole in the conference. The team won three out 

of four from Ohio State the next weekend, then ended the season splitting series 

with both Iowa and Michigan. 

For her two-year career, Drake has a .283 batting average and a 1.14 ERA, 

with a 12-14 record. This season, she brought her career doubles total to 19, 

just one shy of the record. She currently holds the career on-base percentage 

mark with a .447. 

Last season, Drake earned an armful of honors: Minnesota's MVP, first team 

All-Big Ten, and second team All-American. She was second in the conference in 

hitting and in runs batted in. As a pitcher, she was 3-6, with a 1.17 ERA. She 

completed seven of the ten games she started. She has also played on the 

Outbound Travel squad in American Softball Association summer play; a team that 

earned a berth in the ASA women's major fast pitch national championships both 

years. 

Drake was a three-time all-conference softball selection during her career 

at Kellogg High School. She was also named all-conference in tennis twice and 

lettered in basketball. She is a communications major at the University of 

Minnesota and is the daughter of Larry and Dorothy Drake of 428 E. Eldridge in 

St. Paul. 
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Deb Lange started at shortstop in three 
of the four UM games and had three put
outs and nine assists for the series against 
Ohio State. But it was the way she made 
those assists, scooping up everything in 
sight. including sharp grounders and a 
diving catch at a line drive. Her bat came 
alive. as well, and she hit safely in all 
three games, including a 1-2 performance 
and two RBI's (including the game win
ner) in the second game. For the series, 
she was 3-8 {.375 average). 

T_hat sparkle shines prominently in 
~coach Well's plans for next year, when 
Lange could be the "senior member" of 
the Gopher infield --as a sophomore. The 
preliminary depth chart has the name 
"Deb Lange" .at the top of the shortstop 
slot. 

Lange started in 13 of Minnesota's 49 
games this season, and appeared in 20. 
However, she came to a squad with two 
experienced shortstops and had to earn 
the postion with both her defensive play 
and her bat. She ended the season with a 
.179 average, but had only 28 at bats, 
and two RBI's. 

Lange was a five-year starter for the 
La Crescent High softball team, was cap
tain for the last three of those years, and 
was MVP her fmal two years. She posted 
a .410 batting average during her senior 
season, powering her team to the regional 
championship and into the state tourney. 
Her home-run helped her team win the 
1983 state championship. She was also an 
all-conference selection in volleyball 
and lettered in basketball. 

She is an elementary education major 
at Minnesota and is the daughter of Mrs. 
Les Lange of 427 Park St. in La Crescent. 
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~ TAKES CHARGE AT SHORT; SHOULD START NEXT YEAR) 

May 28, 1985 

Minneapolis, Minn. -- Where did she come from? That was the question Minnesota 

softball fans were asking about Deb Lange during the Gophers' home stand against 

Ohio State. 

Lange started at shortstop in three of the four games and had three putouts 

and nine assists for the series. But it was the way she made those assists, 

scooping up everything in sight, including sharp grounders and a diving catch at 

a line drive. Her bat came alive, as well, and she hit safely in all three 

games, including a 1-2 performance and two RBis (including the game winner) in 

the second game. For the series, she was 3-8 (.375 average). 

"She was sparkling towards the end of the season," Gopher coach Linda Welss 

commented. "And she was swinging a better bat. She is a gutsy, hustle type of 

player." 

That sparkle shines prominently in Wells' plans for next year, when Lange 

could be the "senior member" of the Gopher infield -- as a sophomore. The 

preliminary depth chart has the name "Deb Lange" at the top of the shortstop 

slot. 

Lange started in 13 of Minnesota's 49 games this season, and appeared in 

20. However, she came to a squad with two experienced shortstops and had to 

earn the position with both her defensive play and her bat. She ended the 

season with a .179 average, but had only 28 at bats, and two RBis. 
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Minnesota posted a 25-24 overall record during 1985, and finished tied for 

fifth in the Big Ten with an 8-12 mark. The Gophers faced two nationally ranked 

teams Northwestern and Indiana -- in their first two Big Ten series and had 

to dig themselves out of a 1-7 hole in the Big Ten. The team won three out of 

four from Ohio State the next weekend, then ended the season splitting series 

with both Iowa and Michigan. 

For Lange, this became the season that almost wasn't; in Wells' words, she 

"dodged the bullet." 

During the Gophers• fall practice, Lange slid into a base and couldn't get 

up. The injury was diagnosed as cartilege damage to the knee and doctors talked 

of reconstructive surgery and a slow, slow recovery. During surgery, after 

removing part of the cartilage, the surgeon found much less damage than 

originally anticipated. She bounced right back and, with the help of a knee 

brace, was on her feet and practicing. 

Lange was a five-year starter for the LaCrescent High softball team, was 

captain for the last three of those years, and was MVP her final two years. She 

posted a .410 batting average during her senior season, powering her team to the 

regional championship and into the state tourney. Her home-run helped her team 

win the 1983 state championship. She was also an all-conference selection in 

volleyball and lettered in basketball. 

She is an elementary education major at Minnesota and is the daughter of 

Mrs. Les Lange of 427 Park in LaCrescent. 
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(CULLEN'S DEFENSE KEEPS HER IN GOHPER LINE-UP) ---
Minneapolis, Minn. -- Usually, the phrase •on ca11• refers to the medical 

profession. Junior Jeana Cullen, of the University of Minnesota softball team, 

has changed that definition to include utility infielders. 

•Jeana is a defensive role player on an on-call basis,• explained coach 

Linda Wells. •she can come in and play second base, shortstop, or third base. 

She is a solid defensive player.• 

Defensive players, however, don't tend to show up in the team's statistics. 

Cullen, for example, hit only .093, with four hits in 43 at bats this season. 

Wells used Cullen extensively all season, mostly at shortstop. She started 33 

of the Gophers' 49 games, and led the Gophers in stolen bases, with four steals 

in as many attempts. Her three-year career average is .104 (14 hits in 135 at 

bats), and she has a .914 fielding average for her career. 

Minnesota posted a 25-24 overall record during 1985, and finished tied for 

fifth in the Big Ten with an 8-12 mark. The Gophers faced two nationally ranked 

teams Northwestern and Indiana -- in their first two Big Ten series and had 

to dig themselves out of a 1-7 hole in the conference. The team won three out 

of four from Ohio State the next weekend, then ended the season splitting series 

with both Iowa and Michigan. 

more----



• 
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Last season, Cullen appeared in 36 games at shortstop and was second on the 

team in assists with 87. She played regularly as a freshman, appearing in 48 of 

Minnesota•s 50 games, and made 105 put outs and 121 assists. She has also 

played during the summer on the Outbound Travel team in American Softball 

Association play. That team has earned a trip to the ASA women•s major fast 

pitch nationa~ tournament the past two years. 

Cullen helped lead Coon Rapids High School to three consecutive conference 

championships, a third place finish at the state tournament in 1981 and a second 

in 1982. She was named most valuable player on both the volleyball and 

basketball teams. She is a physical education major, and the daughter of Joann 

and Robert Cullen of 441 105th Ave., N.W., Coon Rapids. 
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(KATZENMEYER'S KNEES SLOW HER SOFTBALL SEASON) 

Minneapolis, Minn. -- For the University of Minnesota softball team, it was a 

year of inconsistency behind the plate. No one knew that better than junior Kim 

Katzenmeyer, who started 16 of Minnesota's 49 games at catcher. 

Katzenmeyer started the season with an injury and appeared in only four 

games during the Gophers• 19 game pre-Big Ten schedule. After that, according 

to coach Linda Wells, she was ,.a spot player behind the plate. She was 

disadvantaged, playing with two knee braces that really slowed her down. She 

did do a good job getting on base, though." 

Katzenmeyer hit .200 in her 16 games, but posted a .417 on-base percentage. 

Whether it was forcing errors or drawing walks, she seemed to have a knack for 

reaching first. 

She has also had the disadvantage of playing behind two exceptional players 

during her career. First it was Lezlie Anderson, who was fourth on the Gopher 

career list for most hits at the end of her tenure in 1983. The following year, 

Minnesota's regular catcher was Barb Drake, an all-Big Ten and second team 

All-American selection. It's tough to break into that caliber of line-up, even 

with two healthy knees. 

Katzenmeyer has a .226 batting average over her three years with the 

Gophers. Her best year was her freshman season in 1983, when she hit .273. 

Last season, she hit .203, appearing in 31 of Minnesota's 49 games. 

more----
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Minnesota posted a 25-24 overall record during 1985, and finished tied for 

fifth in the Big Ten with an 8-12 mark. The Gophers faced two nationally ranked 

teams Northwestern and Indiana -- in their first two Big Ten series and had 

to dig themselves out of a 1-7 hole in the conference. The team won three out 

of four from Ohio State the next weekend, then ended the season splitting series 

with both Iowa and Michigan. 

Katzenmeyer started her career with the Fergus Falls High School boys 

baseball team. She was also captain and high scorer in basketball her senior 

year, and was volleyball captain three times and MVP twice. In track, she was 

team captain her senior year and went to the state championships in the discus. 

She is an applied design major at Minnesota and is the daughter of Carole and 

Don Katzenmeyer of 522 E. Alcott, Fergus Falls. 
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(SAVIS FIFTH IN HITTING; CAREER LOOKS BRIGHT AT MINNESOTA) 

Minneapolis, Minn. -- University of Minnesota freshman Jackie Savis may have set 

the stage this season for a bright future with the Gopher softball team. The 

St. Louis native stepped in off the bench in the first game of the season, for 

example, and notched a hit and a walk in her first three plate appearances. 

Savis went on to finish fifth on the team in hitting. for the season, with 

a .222 batting average (14 hits in 65 at bats). ashe batted well this year," 

says Minnesota coach Linda Wells, who is also a St. Louis native. "She is a 

good contact hitter, she•s smart, and she•s risky. She has a lot of the 

qualities a player needs to be successful." 

Next season, Wells will be challenging Savis, and four other returning 

sophomores, to improve at the plate and start regularly. Savis is already 

tentatively slated for a starting slot in right field for next season. 

Minnesota had only one starting outfielder returning this year, and Savis 

helped fill one of the other two spots. She earned a starting berth in 25 of 

the Gophers• 49 games this year, including 11 of the final 13 games. She 

appeared in a total of 30 games for the season. 

more----
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Minnesota posted a 25-24 overall record during 1985, and finished tied for 

fifth in the Big Ten with an 8-12 mark. The Gophers faced two nationally ranked 

teams Northwestern and Indiana -- in their first two Big Ten series and had 

to dig themselves out of a 1-7 hole in the conference. The team won three out 

of four from Ohio State the next weekend, then ended the season splitting series 

with both Iowa and Michigan. 

Savis was a two-time all-conference selection in softball at Lafayett High 

School in Ballwin. In 1984, her senior year, she was team captain and most 

valuable player and won the team batting title. Her junior year, Lafayette took 

the Missouri state softball championship. 

She also palyed soccer and basketball, setting school records as a soccer 

goalie, with 10 shut-outs and 25 saves in one season. She was named best 

defensive soccer player for two years running. In basketball, she earned most 

valuable player honors as a sophomore 

Savis is a psychology major at the University of Minnesota and is the 

daughter of Vivian and Steve Savis, 85 Breezeview Dr., in Ballwin, Missouri. 
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(DARROW BECOMES A REGULAR FOR THE GOPHERS) 

Minneapolis, Minn. -- There is a good chance that Kelly Darrow's freshman softball season 

at the University of Minnesota has laid the groundwork for her career. 11 She 

could start next year, .. according to coach Linda Wells. 11 She has great 

quickness in left field; she gets a good jump on the ball." 

Darrow came to the Gophers from Simley·High School as an infielder, but 

started more than half of Minnesota's games as a left fielder. She started in 

29 games, and played in a total of 35, finishing the season with a .198 batting 

average. 

In her first collegiate game, Darrow went 2-2 at the plate. She went 

hitless in the next four games, but ended the pre-Big Ten season with a .208 

average, fifth best on the team. Her best series in the Gopher's spring trip 

came at Kansas State, when she was 3-8 in two games, with an RBI and a run. Her 

best series of the year came later, when she went 3-6 in two games against 

Minnesoa-Duluth, and scored two runs. 

When the Big Ten season started, however, Darrow was a victim of errors 

but not her own. Minnesota's leading hitter, third baseman Danne Leininger, was 

having problems with errors at her infield position. Coach Wells moved 

Leininger to left field to keep her bat in the line-up. That meant moving 

Darrow out of the line-up, and she spent much of the Big Ten season as a pinch 

hitter. 

more-----
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Minnesota posted a 25-24 overall record during 1985, and finished tied for 

fifth in the Big Ten with an 8-12 mark. The Gophers faced two nationally ranked 

teams Northwestern and Indiana -- in their first two Big Ten series and had 

to dig themselves out of a 1-7 hole in the conference. The team won three out 

of four from Ohio State the next weekend, then ended the season splitting series 

with both Iowa and Michigan. 

Darrow was Simley High School's female athlete of the year for 1984, after 

winning all-conference honors in softball, basketball and volleyball for two 

years running. She was captain of both the softball and volleyball teams during 

her senior year (1983-84) and led the softball team in hitting for two years. 

She was basketball MVP twice and was the highest scorer in the Missota 

Conference her senior year. 

She is a physical education major and is the daughter of Rosemary and 

Herbert Darrow of 2920 80th St., E., in Inver Grove Heights. 
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(STALLMAN SHINES DEFENSIVELY FOR GOPHERS) 

Minneapolis, Minn. Mary Stallman entered the 1985 University of Minnesota 

softball season in an unexpected position. The sophomore was the team's only 

catcher, after a 10 game suspension cost the team its top catcher and knee 

injuries sidelined another. 

"Mary was outstanding ~efensively this year," says Minnesota coach Linda 

Wells. She has come a long way since walking on last season, when she did not 

start any games and appeared in only seven. This season, Stallman started in 16 

of Minnesota's 49 games, including the first six in a row, and appeared in 24. 

Stallman's time as a hitter was limited, however, as Wells opted to have a 

designated hitter bat in her place. She had two hits in only 14 at bats this 

year, for a .143 average. She has four hits in 20 at bats for a career average 

of .200. 

Late in the season, when the team's other two catchers returned to the 

line-up, Stallman filled an unusual role for a catcher -- she frequently entered 

games as a pinch runner. In fact, she scored in the last two games of the 

season without logging a time at bat. 

more-----
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Minnesota posted a 25-24 overall record during 1985, and finished tied for 

fifth in the Big Ten with an 8-12 mark. The Gophers faced two nationally ranked 

teams Northwestern and Indiana -- in their first two Big Ten series and had 

to dig themselves out of a 1-7 hole in the conference. The team won three out 

of four from Ohio State the next weekend, then ended the season splitting series 

with both Iowa and Michigan. 

Stallman played three years of varsity softball at Totino-Grace High 

School, earning all-conference honors all three times. She was also a three

year volleyball letter-winner, earning all-conference honorable mention her 

senior year. She also played two years of basketball. 

Stallman is an elementary education major at the University of Minnesota 

and is the daughter of Edward and Barbara Stallman, 2133 Forest Dr., in Columbia· 

Heights. 
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(OLIVERIUS LEADS GOPHER PITCHING STAFF) 

Minneapolis, Minn. -- Junior Judy Oliverius put on a new softball hat this 

season, with the title, "Mainstay of the Mound.• She started more than half the 

Gophers• games (26 of 49), hurled almost half the innings pitched (168 2/3), and 

set a new season record of 22 complete games. She posted a 14-12 mark for the 

season, accounting for the decision in more than half of Minnesota's games. 

Oliverius also has a reputation as a slugger, hitting .299 last season 

and .256 the year before. This season she hit .195 with nine RBis and a six 

game hitting streak at the end of the year. Consecutive one-for-three 

performances in the last six games boosted her average 20 points. 

"Judy played well, and pitched very well, this season,• commented Coach 

Linda Wells. "We ask her, and Barb Drake, to carry the load pitching and 

batting, which puts a good deal of pressure on them every game.• 

Oliverius led the pitching staff in earned run average (ERA), with a 1.08 

mark for the season. Her ERA hovered around the 0.85 mark for much of the 

season, until she allowed five earned runs in a win in the last game of the 

season. Overall she held opposing batters to a combined .153 batting average. 

Oliverius looked strong on the mound at the start of the season. She 

allowed only one earned run in her first six starts, hurling six complete games 

and posting a 5-1 record. Overall, she allowed more than one earned run in only 

seven of 29 appearances. 

more------
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Minnesota posted a 25-24 overall record during 1985, and finished tied for 

fifth in the Big Ten with an 8-12 mark. The Gophers faced two nationally ranked 

teams Northwestern and Indiana -- in their first two Big Ten series and had 

to dig themselves out of a 1-7 hole in the conference. The team won three out 

of four from Ohio State the next weekend, then ended the season splitting series 

with both Iowa and Michigan. 

For her career, Oliverius has a .252 batting average and a 1.20 ERA on the 

mound. Last season, she led the team in hits, with 44, and finished seventh in 

the Big Ten in pitching, with a 1.52 conference ERA. She ranked 15th in hitting 

in the Big Ten her freshman year with a .273 conference average (and a .256 

overall average). The last two summers, she has played on the Outbound Travel 

team in American Softball Association action; a team that earned a trip to the 

national tournament both years. 

Oliverius was MVP of the Spring Lake Park High School softball team twice 

and was all-conference three years. She was also MVP of the basketball team 

four times, and was all-conference three times. Her senior year, WCCO named her 

to its all-state basketball team. She also earned all-conference honors in 

volleyball. She is a life science education major at Minnesota and is the 

daughter of Jeannette and John Oliverius of 450 Sanburnol Dr., N.E. in 

Minneapolis. 
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(FLIS GOPHER MVP, FIRST TEAM ALL-BIG TEN) 

Minneapolis, Minn. -- "My goal was to hit over .300 this year." Ann Flis 

achieved her goal and then come. The University of Minnesota junior was named 

co-captain of the varsity softball squad at the beginning of the season and 

earned Most Valuable Player and All-Big Ten honors at the end of the year. 

The former Menomonie High MVP captured the Big Ten batting title this 

season by hitting .406 in conference play and earning first team All-Big Ten 

honors. Flis also led the Gophers in overall batting, with a .353 average on 

~ the season. Last season she hit .274, and her 1985 performance bumped her 

career average almost 50 points, from .268 to .315. 

"[Coach] Linda [Wells] has always told me: 'You're a good hitter.'" Flis 

explained. "I believed her and went at it. I am seeing the ball a lot better 

this year." 

She saw the ball well enough to set a new Gopher season record for on-base 

percentage, reaching first in over half her plate appearances for a .503 on-base 

average. She also collected 54 hits this year, second in the season record book 

to teammate Danne Leininger, who had 55 hits this season. She tied with 

Leininger for honors in the "runs batted in" category with 18. 

Flis said that she wasn't concentrating solely on hitting. "I also want to 

make sure I'm playing good defense," she said. At her first base position, she 

handles the ball more than anyone else on the team, with 282 chances on the 

season. She committed only six errors on the season, for a .979 fielding 

percentage, second highest on the team. 
more ----
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The Gophers played 19 games before entering the Big Ten season, and Flis 

had a .294 average at that p_oint in the year. She went 5-14 in Minnesota's 

first Big Ten series, against Northwestern. She went 5-11 in the second series, 

against Indiana, boosting her conference average to .417. She led the Big Ten 

from that point on. 

Flis's best performance came in against Ohio State, when she hit .538 in 

the four-game series, going 7 for 13, raising her conference average to .447 and 

earning Big Ten Player of the Week honors. This came in the midst of an eight 

game hitting streak. 

Minnesota posted a 25-24 overall record during 1985, and finished tied for 

fifth in the Big Ten with an 8-12 mark. The Gophers faced two nationally ranked 

team~ -- Northwestern and Indiana -- in their first two Big Ten series and had 

to dig themselves out of a 1-7 hole in the conference. The team won three out 

of four from Ohio State the next weekend, then ended the season splitting series 

with both Iowa and Michigan. 

Last season, Coach Wells used Flis mostly in the designated hitter role. 

She posted a .269 average, appearing in 36 of Minnesota's 49 games. Flis walked 

on as a freshman and had a .250 average in 16 games. She has also played for 

the last two years on the Outbound Travel team in Minneapolis during summer 

American Softball Association (ASA) play. That team is is also coached by Wells 

and has earned a trip to the ASA national tournament the last two years. 

At Menomonie High, she was MVP on the softball team for two years and led 

the team in hitting her senior season. She was also the MVP and most improved 

player on the volleyball team and the most improved player in basketball. She 

is a speech communication major at Minnesota and is the daughter of Lois Flis, 

- 1104 Knapp St., Menomonie, and James Flis of 1092 Hall Ave. in West St. Paul. 
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(PORTNER COMPLETES SOFTBALL CAREER AT MINNESOTA) 

Minneapolis, Minn. -- At the end of the 1984 season, Diane Portner had earned a 

regular job at center field with the University of Minnesota softball team. Her 

senior season this year would be the culmination of a career that started at 

South Dakota State, then moved to Minnesota after two years. 

However, "I got off to a slow start,• Portner says. "I didn't know what I 

was doing wrong, and it was mostly mental. Finally, I decided just to pick a 

pitch and and hit it hard. Being more aggressive seemed to help." 

That slow start meant going hitless in the first six games (0-12). She 

broke that slump with a 3-3 performance in the seventh game of the season, when 

the Gophers romped 15-0 over Wichita State. Take away those first six games, 

and her season average increases from .184 to a respectable .219. 

Just as Portner began showing consistency at the plate, and after starting 

in 27 of the Gophers' first 32 games, a broken wrist ended her season. 

"She was sure playing nicely before the injury," Coach Linda Wells 

commented. "She really came on strong and made a contribution. She also made 

some great catches in the outfield -- the sort of things that just don't show up 

in the record book." 

more----
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Portner ended the season with a .184 average, and completed her career with 

a .183 average. She also posted a .299 on-base percentage for her career. 

In 1984, her first season with the Gophers, she raised her batting average 

by almost 120 points during the second half of the season (.182, up from .069). 

She earned a starting spot in center field on the basis of her solid defensive 

play. She also played for the Outbound Travel team in American Softball 

Association competition the last two summers; a team that earned trips to the 

ASA women's major fast pitch national tournament both years. 

Portner attended Cathedral High School in New Ulm, earning the athlete of 

the year award her senior year (1980). Besides playing three years of softball, 

she captained both the basketball and volleyball teams and won regional 

honorable mention honors in both sports. She began her collegiate career at 

South Dakota State, where she played for two years before walking on at 

Minnesota her junior year. She is graduating with a degree in applied design 

this June. She is the daughter of George and Angeline Portner, R.R. #2, Box 31, 

New Ulm. 
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