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STUDENT SENATE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE (SSCC) 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

November 20, 2014 
 
[In these minutes: 2015 PeopleSoft Upgrade update; Senate Docket Approval; Discussion with 
President Kaler] 
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions or actions reported in these minutes represent the views of, 
nor are they binding on, the Senate, the Administration or the Board of Regents.] 
 
PRESENT: Valkyrie Jensen (chair), Alex Stangel (vice chair), Martin Caride, Cedric Citrowske, 
Sara Ford 
 
GUEST: President Eric Kaler; Sue van Voorhis, registrar, Academic Support Resources (ASR); 
Richard Campo, Assistant Director of One Stop, ASR 
 
OTHERS: Courtney Coombes, Kyle Kroll, Jon Steadland 
 
REGRETS: Laddie Arnold, Nick Dalton, Ryan Olson, Rob Stewart, Olivia Stiller 
 
ABSENT: None 
 

1. 2015 PEOPLESOFT UPGRADE UPDATE 
 
Ms. Jensen convened the meeting and called for introductions.  Ms. Van Voorhis, registrar, 
Academic Support Resources (ASR) and Mr. Campo, Assistant Director of One Stop, ASR, 
presented a PowerPoint titled “Student Experience Preview” and highlighted the following: 
● Academics: Registration 

○ Clicking on the “register (shopping cart)” links the student into the new 
PeopleSoft experience for registering. 

○ This new tool allows students to add multiple classes to a cart, similar to Amazon 
or other retail sites, and then attempt to enroll all of them at the same time. Unlike 
Amazon, students do not have to pay for their classes at the time they complete 
their registration. 

○ Health insurance will be separate from registration in the new system, students 
will still be responding to a request for health insurance information around the 
same time of the year as registration. This process is still being finalized so things 
could change.  
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● Class Search 
○ A change for students in the class search will be that they can only search on one 

liberal/general education topic at a time. 
○ Upon searching for classes you may view additional course/section details by 

selecting a class section. Additional details may include the number of open seats 
or wait list availability, course requisites, and a course description which may 
include a URL to a class website. 

● New Waitlist Process 
○ When a course is full and there is a wait list, students can add themselves to the 

waitlist. 
○ Behind the scenes, staff or faculty can adjust the waitlist. Then, an auto-enroll 

process is run centrally and students are pulled from the waitlist and enrolled in 
the course to fill openings. 

○ This process enables students to waitlist while registering without the hassle of 
obtaining a permission number.  

● Notifications 
○ Action items that require student response, such as payments due.  
○ The student perspective will be shown to the advising community. 
○ How should these upcoming changes be communicated to students? 

■ Advisers can inform students 
■ Video tutorials 
■ Housing and Residential Life staff and RAs 

○ There will be an interruptive alert for an E-Business Agreement, which will 
require action by the student to agree to conduct business with the University 
electronically. It will be sent soon after implementation in February. 

 
ESUP will present information about the upgrade at the December Student Senate meeting.  
 

2. APPROVAL OF RESOLUTIONS FOR THE DECEMBER STUDENT SENATE 
MEETING DOCKET 

 
The following items were unanimously approved to be included on the December 4, 2014 
Student Senate docket: 
● Midterm Evaluation Letter to faculty and administrators  
● Resolution Supporting a Tuition Freeze or Fall for All In-State Students 

○ Amendments were made regarding two of the resolved statements 
● Resolution Approving the Graduate Student Bill of Rights (GSBOR) 

○ The purpose of developing the GSBOR was to place existing policies into context 
for graduate students, establish expectation for the relationship between graduate 
students and University personnel, and empower those students experiencing 
issues. 
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○ The system campuses are not included because they were not involved in the 
writing, though they could adopt it and modify to their needs.  

○ Members unanimously approved the resolution to be included on the docket with 
the friendly amendment of including the system campuses.  

 
The docket was unanimously approved.  
 

3. DISCUSSION WITH PRESIDENT KALER 
 
President Kaler began the discussion by providing members with information about his past 
experiences. He then listed the following as a few of the upcoming priorities for the University: 

● Accountability and affordability  
● Progress in research through MNDrive 
● Preparing for the 2015 legislative session and moving forward with the implementation 

of the Strategic Plan 
 
SSCC Members then provided updates on the following topics and they were discussed: 

● Ms. Ford explained that the elimination of the AHC Student Health Benefit Plan has 
created issues for graduate and professional students. Specifically, the restriction to 
Boynton Health Service Pharmacy (BHSP) has been problematic as many professional 
students do not live near campus and some medications are not offered by BHSP. Ms. 
Ford then shared some anecdotes from students that have had issues with this change in 
the health plan offerings.  

○ President Kaler explained that the change was made because of a reduction in 
enrollment in the AHC Student Health Benefit Plan, which made it more 
expensive.  BHSP is willing to work with students if they do not offer a 
medication. He said that he is not sure that the previous plan can be offered again, 
but he agreed that there should be ways to better address these issues. They will 
contact Ferdinand Schlapper, director/ chief health officer, BHS, regarding this 
issue and what can be done to resolve it in some way.  

● Accessibility for those with disabilities 
○ Mr. Kroll explained that students with disabilities have difficulty accessing the 

University, especially when there is snow on the ground. Patransit services have 
not been able to meet the needs of the students, according to Mr. Kroll.  

○ President Kaler said that the Paratransit services will be looked at to ensure they 
are meeting the needs of the students.  

○ In regard to the wheelchair access ramp proposed by students for Willey Hall, 
unfortunately the cost of a ramp that would meet ADA standards exceeds what is 
reasonable for this change. 

● Letter to administrators and faculty encouraging use of midterm evaluations 
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○ President Kaler said that he used them when he was teaching and that it is 
currently encouraged. Midterm course evaluations will be discussed in upcoming 
department chair orientations.  From a policy standpoint, the Evaluation of 
Teaching Resolution was approved last year with the amendment encouraging the 
use of midterm course evaluations.  

● Syllabi Release 
○ Ms. Jensen explained that students are often in need of more information than just 

the course description.  For example, past course syllabi could be housed on a 
department website that is password protected so that only those with an x500 
would have access.  The current course descriptions are often outdated and do not 
contain enough information.  

○ President Kaler said that a more detailed description could also be helpful. With 
faculty endorsement this could be a possibility. He advised that this eventually be 
brought to the FCC and then the Faculty Senate.  

● Effects of Viking Games on Campus 
○ Mr. Kroll explained that the Law Council was able to get the parking policy 

changed so that students can access the Mondale Hall parking lot, but students on 
other parts of the campus are still having issues. 

○ President Kaler said that since there are only 12 games during the year, it would 
likely be better for students to make alternative parking arrangements on those 
days, but this can be explored for next year. 

○ Ms. Jensen added that many students have experienced verbal harassment and 
there have also been robberies.  

○ President Kaler agreed that the street harassment is unacceptable and said that 
there is work being done on prevention. Students are encouraged to notify the 
police with any issues.  

 
Hearing no further business, Ms. Jensen adjourned the meeting. 
 
Jeannine Rich 
University Senate Office 
 
 


