
1 · 

I TH·E CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS 

I AND 

Ii ITASCA STATE PARK 

Ii 

• • 
• The C.C.C. History Proiect 

' · 

ltcscc State Perk Hdqrs. 

lake Itasca P.O. 

Minnesota 56460 

Preliminary Edition 

May - 1984 

Prepared by Ben Thoma 



fbf 
G vw 
f lo l'l.. 
.j;& 
;t-1 \D 

\'18 t 
Preface 

'Il1e following attempts to document some of the history of 
Itasca State Park during the 1930's and early 1940's. This 
preliminary edition is incomplete and probably contains a 
number of errors. Comments; corrections, and additions can 
be sent to: The CCC History Project, Itasca State Headquar
ters, Lake Itasca, Minnesota 56460. 

Newspaper articles regarding the Civilian Conservation 
Corps and other aspects of Itasca State Park history which 
were originally published in The Farmers Independent at Bagley, 
Minnesota, were copied during the summer of 1983 with the coop
eration of the Clearwater Historical Society. These newspaper 
articles, as they originally appeared (with some irrelevant 
section~ deleted), form the background for this publication. 
All 'notes' were prepared by Ben Thoma, unless otherwise in
dicated. 
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The E.C.W. and C.C.C. Acts 

The federal legislation for the Civilian Conservation Corps 
pr:.£gram was the Emergency Conservation Work act which was 
ap roved on 31 March 1933 and was replaced by the Civilian 
Conservation Co~ps act which was passed on 28 June 1937. 

Emergency Conservation Work - ECW 

Be it enacted ... in order to provide for the restoration of 
the country's depleted natural resources and the advancement of 
an orderly program of useful public works, the President is 
authorized, under rules and regulations as he may prescribe and 
by utilizing such existing departments or agencies as he may 
designate, to provide for employing citizens ... who are unemploy
ed, ... and such other work on the public domain, national and 
state, ... as the President may determine to be desirable. The 
President is further authorized ... to provide for housing, sub
sistence, clothing, medical attention ... and cash allowance, as 
may be necessary, during the period they are so employed. The 
President is authorized to enter into contracts ... with states 
as may be necessary. 

Civilian Conservation Corps - CCC 

'llle director shall have complete and final authority in the 
functionin~ of the Corps, including the allotment of funds ... 
the director is authorized to provide for the employment of the 
Corps and its facilities on works of public interest or utility 
... The enrollees in the Corps, other than war veterans, ... 
shall be unmarried male citizens of the United States between 
the ages of 17 and 23 years, both inclusive and shall at the 
time of enrollment be unemployed and in need of employment ... 
enrollees with dependent member or members of their families 
shall be required under such regulations as may be prescribed 
by the director, to make allotments of pay to such dependents ... 
'lllat the pay of enrollees shall not exceed $30 per month. 

~n from The Soil Soldiers, The Civilian Conservation Corps 
in the Great Depression, Leslie Alexander Lacy, Chilton Book 
Company, 1976. 
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CCC Director - Robert C. Fechner 

Robert C. Fechner was appointed Director of the Emergency 
Conservation Work program by President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt on April 5, 1933. The Emergency Conservation Work 
Act, which gave the President almost absolute control of the 
program, had been passed just four days before. Both Fechner 
and FDR held similar views regarding the E.C.W. (CCC) pro
gram ... conservation work and unemployment relief were to be ' 
its principle objectives. 

Robert Fechner was not the typical 'New Dealer' in the 
Roosevelt administration. Fechner (born in 1876) was a 
machinist by trade and from 1913 to 1933 was elected to the 
General Executive Board of the International Association of 
Machinist and a vice-president of the American Federation of 
Labor. Since organized labor had opposed many aspects of the 
proposed CCC program, i.e., low wages, Fechner's appointment 
was intended to be an assurance to organized labor that it 
had nothing to fear from the Emergency Conservation Work pro
gram. 

M.lch of the work of the director of the CCC was performed 
at th~ direction of the President. Fechner developed in de
tail policies sketched in outline by Roosevelt; he also 
issued regulations at the President's behest. In certain 
fields Fechner had final authority, subject to later presi
dential re.'!iew. These principally involved the re-location 
of work projects and decisions on the type of work to be done 
on them. Though he sometimes complained about his lack of 
authority, the director was certainly the most important fig
ure in the CCC organization. 

Fechner was painstakingly thorough in his work and devoted 
to it . . M.lch of h~ s time was spent out of Washington visiting 
the camps, and it was during these jaunts that he was happi
est, returning with long and glowing reports for the President 
about the success of the work. To the enrollees he was "big 
boss," and they both respected and loved him. He loved to 
visit a camp without ceremony, talk to the boys, commend 
them, and then move on. 

One scholar of the Roosevelt era wrote the following re
garding FDR and CCC Director Fechner, "The regard the two 
men had for each other was based on mutual respect, mutual 
love of the land, and mutual participation in the success of 
the CCC." 
The above information from: 
1933-1942, John A. Salmond. 

The Civilian Conservation Corps, 
D.Ike University Press, 1967. 

-3-



Selected Chronology of the Civilian Conservation Corps 
1933 .- 1942 

1933 - March 4 ...... FDR inaugurated as 32nd President of the U.S. 
March 21 ..... FDR introduces CCC idea via his message to 

Congress. 
March 31 ..... Emergency Conservation Work Act (CCC) passed. 
April 3 ...... FDR orders four departments to operate CCC 

program; Labor (selection of enrollees), War 
(army to house, feed, medical care and oper
ate camps), Agriculture and Interior (Conser
vation of work projects). 

April 5 ...... Executive Order No. 6101, CCC officially be
gins and Robert C. Fechner appointed Direct
or of the E.C.W. program. FDR transfers 10 
million dollars to fund start of program. 

April 22 ..... CCC program to hire 24,375 ·~ocal experienced 
men" (L.E.M. 's). These experienced woodsmen 
to serve as technical assistants to the pro
ject supervisors, eight per camp with civil 
service pay scale. 

May 10 ....... Forty-two camps established, 52,000 enrollees. 
May 11 ....... Executive Order No. 6129, authorizing enroll

ment of 25,000 war veterans into the CCC's 
with no age limitation and generous re-enroll- ~ 

ment provisions. Over next 9 years, 225,000 
World War I veterans were employed. 

July 1 ....... Nationwide, 274,375 enrolled and at camps. 
August 15 .... FDR inspects five CCC camps in Virginia, 

gains support of media and organized labor. 
1934 - Summer ....... CCC constructs Old Timers Cabin at Itasca. 
1935 - Summer ....... Bear Paw Campgrounds under construction: 

September .... 505,782 in CCC's, enrollment at peak with a 
total of 2,652 camps nationwide, 74 in Minn. 

1936 - Summer ....... East Contact Station and Power House built. 
1937 - October ...... CCC Camp SP-1 moved to new location (Pine 

Ridge Campgrounds) designated SP-19. 
1938 - October ...... CCC Veteran's Camp at Sibley State Park 

moved to Itasca. 
1939 - June 6 ....... National CCC Director, Robert C. Fechner, 

visited Itasca State Park's CCC camp. 
Summer ....... Forest Inn construction starts. 
December 31 .. After severe heart attack, Fechner died at 

Walter Reed Hospital. Assistant Director, 
James J. McEntee appointed Director by FDR. 

1940 - Summer ....... Construction cf Forest Inn and Headquarters. 
1942 - June 30 ...... U.S. Senate agreed with House to end the CCC 

program and to provide 8 million dollars for 
its liquidation. 
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1 - When CCC Camp s.p. - 1 was established 
highway 200 did not exist. 

2 - The airfield started as a work project 
by the Civil Works Administration on 
21 December 19)). 

#71 

3 - Loveless (Lovells) Lake Camp completed six years 
of work on 6 April 1939. . 

4 - The Annex Camp was moved·t-0 J.anesooro, Minnesota 
on 12 April, 19341 for erosion control work. 

5 - SP-19 was established in 19 J8 and was known as the 
Veterans Conservation Corps (VCC). 

6 - w.c. #9 was converted to a group-camp by the CCC 
crews of SP-19 in the late 1930's. 
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CCC Recognition Program 

During the summ~r of 1983, an attempt to identify former 
members of the Itasca's CCC camp was undertaken in order to 
send them a 'Certificate of Recognition' on the 50th anni
versary of the establishment of the CCC. Comments from these 
former members were requested and the following was selected 
as representative of the many comments received. 

I was in the Itasca State Park's CCC camp during 1~34 
and 1935. During the winter months we took a number of 
young pines from the swamp areas and replanted them in 
the park. This required that we chop around each tree 
with an ax in order to move the tree and frozen dirt. 
We spent time cutting trees and peeling the logs with 
draw-knives for log cabins, houses and buildings in the 
Park. We worked on wildlife projects such as deer counts 
... some deer were tagged and moved to other locations where 
the food supply was better. We also checked other wild
life species and did population counts as well. Land
scaping projects were conducted along trails and roads 
using mattocks and shovels. 

Programs and recreation were at the camp recreation 
building. We had a very large library of books and 
educational advisors for that part of the program. 

We were _able t v visit the cities of Park Rapids and 
Bemidji. Living in the Park was one of the enjoyments 
of my life. The winter was beautiful, sometimes very 
cold, but camp fires and the barracks were warm and clean. 
Snow would be soft and deep. We enjoyed watching deer and 
other animals in winter. There was a small fenced area 
which had deer, elk, buffalo, etc., in it. There was an 
ampi'theater near the headwaters where Indians performed 
dances. 

It is good to be able to come back again and try to re
member, also nice to see the park is still much the same 
and well preserved. 

Maurice Lee Wellentine 
4771 El Rancho Verde Dr. 
La Patma., California 90623 

Note - Mr. Wellentine was originally from Alice, North 
Dakota, and was a member of the company which replaced the 
first group of CCC enrollees at the Itasca's camp. 
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CCC Construction Projects 
Itasca State Park 

Current Status ( 1984 ) 

Old Timers Cabin ............... Still remains along the Dr. 
(1934 ) Roberts Trail, was re-roofed 

in the mid-1970's. 

Old Campgrounds Registration ... Used for storage of campground 
and Caretakers Quarters cleaning supplies and equip-
( 1935) ment and for seasonal park 

employee housing. 

Water-well Building at ......... Well no longer in operation, 
Bear Paw (1935) building used for lawnmower 

storage. 

Original Toilet Facilities ..... Remains as constructed. 
at Bear Paw (1935) 

Ice and Wood Storage Bldg ...... Used for fire wood storage, lake 
at Bear Paw (1935) ice sales discontinued in the 

mid-1960's. 

Stone Incinerator at Gravel ...• Remains as constructed, perhaps 
Pit (1930's) never used. 

Housekeeping Cabins ............ All six still serve as rental 
(1935) units in Bear Paw Campgrounds. 

Fourplex and Cabin 12 at ....... Both still in operation. The 
Douglas Lodge (1930's) kitchen facilities were re-

East Contact 
(1930 '. s) 

moved from Cabin 12 in the 1950's. 

Station .....•..... As originally constructed, with 
front permit sales room remodeled 
with new windows installed. 
Restroom facilities remodeled in 
late 1970's. 

M3.intenance Shop Building ...... Replaced with new shop building in 
(1930's) 1970's. Part of the old CCC 

constructed building was sold and 
moved. It can be observed about 
one-half mile north of the Lake 
Itasca Post Office on private 
land. 

Stone Water Tower .............. Used as water storage, after new 
(1930's) well was drilled in 1981. 



CCC Construction Projects 
(Continued ) 

Project Current Status (1984) 

Squaw Lake Group Camp .......... Was converted from transit work 
camp to a group-camp by CCC 
crews in the l~te 1930's. Only 
one of the officers cabins re
main. The original dining hall 
and kitchen building burned in 
the early 1940's when it was be
ing used as a rest-camp by the 
U.S. Air Force. The water well, 
located at the lake shore re
mains in operation. 

Aiton Heights Cabin ............ Utilized by family of tower op-
(1930's) erators until the late 1950's. 

Headquarters 
( 1940- I 41 ) 

' · 

Was cut in two parts and moved 
during winter months (late 
1970's) to its present location 
where it serves as the boat 
rental/bait sales building. 

Building .......... Same as originally built, with 
apartment for telephone opera
tor converted to office space. 
Hand-crank, operator connected 
phones were in operation until 
the early 1960's, which required 
the presence of a dedicated 
telephone operator until that 
time. 

M3.nager 's Residence ........ · .... Still used for original purpose. 
( 1940- I 41 ) 

Forest Inn ..................... Lunch counter facilities trans-
(1939-'41) ferred to Brower Inn, Douglas 

Lodge maintenance shop moved to 
basement of Inn, Naturalist and 
interpretive programs in former 
lunch-counter/kitchen area. In
terior remodeling underway at 
present (1984) time. Serves as 
the cross-country ski trail 
center from December to Ma.rch 
each year. 

Beach House .................... Remains as constructed with some 
(1941) plumbing improvements. 
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CCC Construction Projects 
(Continued) 

Current Status (1984) 

Trail System ....... r-bst of the trails utilized today in Itasca 
State Park for hiking and skiing originated 
or were improved by the CCC crews. Only a 
small part of the extensive trail system 
they left in Itasca State Park is maintained 
today. A system of 'cut and fill' trails 
can still be found in many areas of the Park. 
Trails such as Scenic Ridge Trail, Ways Lake 
Trail, First and Middle Branch Trails, Pen
sen Hagen Trail, Southwest Trail, r-brrison 
Lake Trail, Howard Trail, Heron Trail, and 
Twin Lakes Trail along with many unnamed 
trails are no longer shown on the park 
trail map due to lack of use and expense of 
maintenance. 

Headwaters Area .... Development of a pageant grounds with pioneer 
stockade and parking area was one of the first 
projects of the SP-1 camp. A rustic conces
sion building was constructed adjacent to the 
parking area. This structure is used during 
the winter months as a snowmobile trail shel
ter. The stockade was removed in the late 
1930's, and the parking area was abandoned 
around 1970 when the Headwaters development 
on the west side of the river was opened. 
Stream and lake bank protection was a major 
project at the headwaters, with a forty-four 
foot long dam constructed at the outlet of 
Lake Itasca. This structure was made with 
four foot pieces of triple lap sheet piling, 
capped with a seven foot wide layer of concrete, 
6 to 18 inches thick. On this concrete struc
ture was placed the rocks and boulders visible 
today. The elevation of Lake Itasca was des
cribed as being "95.25 as determined from the 
high point of the large boulder having bronze 
plate with description of N.W. Territory 
having assumed elevation of 100.00". 

Power House ........ A brick structure with a steam-powered electri-
(1936-'37) cal generator, replaced with a stand-by diesel 

generator in the 1 40 1 s, which was removed from 
service in the 1 60 1 s. Storage of electrical 
and plumbing supplies at present. 
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"Conservation Army May Have 3 Camps in New State Forest" 

The state forest area in southern Clearwater county has been 
selected as the location of two and possibly three Citizens' 
Conservati9n Corps camps, according to word received from 
Itasca Park y€sterday. The site of one of the camps has been 
announced as south of Cox's Lake at the old logging headquarters 
and another will be located on Tu1ibee Lake, it is reported. A 
third camp is contemplated on Elbow Lake, just over the Clearwater 
county line in Becker county. 

With about 250 men in each camp there will be quite a large 
army of young men employed in forestry work, road buildings, 
etc., in that area after June 10th as the state forestry depart
ment is making an effort to get these camps located and occupied 
by that date. 

The conservation army will build the camps as their first job 
and it is reported that very little forestry work will be done 
the first year as this section of the county has been greatly 
neglected as to roads, fire breaks, etc., and roads and fire 
breaks must be built before much forestry work can be done. 

Services df the highway department's engineering staff has 
been made available to the Department of Conservation and one of 
the first plans to be carried out will be to build a secondary 
road from Waubun straight east along the south line of Clearwater 
county to the south entrance of Itasca State Park. Nearly this 
entire route is to be built by the conservation army except the 
five mile stretch leading to Waubun which is out of the forest 
area and will be constructed by the state highway department. 

It is proposed that as soon as the highway engineers have sur
veyed the route from the Park to Waubun a survey will be made 
from Stevens' corner on Sucker Lake west and north to Zerkel. 
This is also in the forest area and can be built with Federal 
funds. 

As a result Clearwater county will receive many benefits. The 
southern part of the county will have many improvements before 
another year - improvements which under ordinary circumstances 
probably never would have been made. Probably one of the biggest 
improvements will be the removal of fire hazards, a protection 
for the farmers in that section of the county and Itasca State 
Park as well. It will make southern Clearwater county a vast 
recreation area and the roads to be built will make the area 
easily accessible to sportsmen and others who travel through the 
territory. The new state forest, established recently in that 
part of the county will have proper care and attention from the 
very beginning with the conservation army camps located there. 
Farmers Independent 25 May 1933 

' Note - This is the first article to appear in the Farmers 
Independent regarding the Emergency Conservation Work (C.C.C.) 
program. At that time highways 113 (Itasca to Waubun) and 92 
(Itasca to Zerkel) did not exist. 

-11-
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'~TATE'S FOREST ARMY TO BE INCREASED BY 1,000" 

An increa e ·of 1,000 men in Minnesota's quota in the emer
gency conservation ~ork camps was announced recently by Robert 
Fechner, director of the fores~ry program of the President. 
This gives Minnesota a total of 6,250. The extra allotment of 
1,000 is to be selected from experienced woodsmen who will 
assist the conservation corps workers in the field. To date, 
15 camps have been approved for Minnesota. 

Farmers Independent 25 May 1933 

"10-Year Forest Protection Program to be Done in Two" 

The regular 10 year forest protection program of the federal 
forest service will be completed in two years with the aid of 
the 275,000 men in the civilian conservation corps and 'bun
dreds of millions of dollars" will be added to the value of 
American forested areas, Robert Fechner, director of the emer
gency conservation work, says. 

Following conferences with officials of the forestry service 
of the department of agriculture and the national park service 
of the department of the interior, Mr. Fechner said he had 
been informed the forest protection work to be done by the new 
foresters should reduce the annual fire losses due to forest 
fires by }l8, 000, 000 annually. 

Other types of labor to be performed by the men of the civil
ian conservation corps, he said, will add thousands of acres 
to the timbered national resources of the country, enormously 
increase the future annual timber crop yield and prevent huge 
losses due to uncontrolled floods. 

Farmers Independent 25 May 1933 

Note - Just 90 days after the inactment of the Emergency Con
servation Works Act, 275,000 young men had enrolled in the 
program throughout the United States. In Minnesota, the enroll
ment in the C.C.C. was usually through the local county relief 
administrator. The War Department's representative on the CCC 
Advisory Council, Colonel Duncan Major was responsible for meet
ing FDR's goal of having 250,000 men enrolled and in camp by the 
first of July. Actual records show that on that date 274,375 were 
in the program and on location, something that three months pre
vious was considered absolutely impossible. 
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"38 Men Enrolled for Conservation Work Near Park" 

ThirtY,-eight men were enrolled for work in the Citizens' 
Conservation Camps yesterday morning by Miss Floren, local re
lief administrator. 

All men enrolled are residents of Clearwater county and most 
of them have families and all have dependents. 

This enrollment brings the total for this county up to 58 
as twenty boys had previously joined and are now engaged in 
forestry conservation work near Cass Lake. Others will be en
rolled from time to time. 

The group of men who signed up yesterday will not go to 
training camps but will go direct to Itasca State Park where 
they will be employed in the camps to be located in that vicin
ity, according to Miss Floren. The members of this group are 
classified as experienced woodsmen and each man will be put in 
charge of a small group of boys who are enrolled under the 
other classification. 

The pay will be $30 a month and those who become foremen will 
be paid $80 per month. Superintendents will be picked from 
this group whose wages will be considerable higher. Of the 
$30 paid for the ordinary workman, $25 is sent to their depen
dents each month. Foremen will likewise send an equal percent
age of their wages to their dependents. Clothing and other 
necessitie.s are provided the men by the government. 

It is expected that these men will be called to work within 
the next few days. 

Farmers Independent 1 June 1933 

Note - , The program of the Emergency Conservation Work Act pro
duced a multitude of labels at the beginning for what eventu
ally became known · as the Civilian Conservation Corps. The 
terms "emergency conservation work camps", "emergency conser
vation army", "Citizens' Conservation Corps", "conservation 
army", "forestry army", "civilian conservation army" were some 
of the inter-changeable terms during its early days. There 
was no statutory Civilian Conservation Corps until June 28, 
1939, when it was created by Congress. 
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"Forestry Workers Get Raise in Pay" 

Increases in wages for members of the Civilian Conserva
tion Corps, based on merit, have been authorized by Presi
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt, dispatches from Washington 
said Tuesday. At the same time, a system of decreases for 
violation of regulat~ons was ordered. 

Five per cent of the men at each camp are to have 
their wages increased from $30 to $45 monthly, and eight 
per cent more will get increases from $30 to $36 monthly. 
The increases will go to corps members showing initia
tive and ability and will be granted solely on merit. 

The new order also cuts three days' pay per month for 
infraction of corps rules. Administration of both increas
es and penalties is to be in the hands of officers command
ing each camp. 

Farmers Independent 15 June 1933 

Note - "Representatives of organized labor opposed the 
original draft of the Emergency Conservation Work (C.C.C.) 
bill as militaristic and degrading to labor, referring to 
the proposed use of the Army in recruiting and supervising 
the men, the fixed enrollment period, and the low, fixed • 
rate of pay. In consequence of the opposition of labor, 
the Senate bill was rewritten by the Senate committee: 
the fixed wage and fixed term of enlistment were removed, 
and conditions of employment were left to the discretion 
of the President." (From: Franklin D. Roosevelt & 

Conservation: 1911-1945, page 149). 

"Skeeters Keep Forestry Army Boys On the Jump" 

Mosquitoes are the only foes the civilian conservation 
army have to fight in their camps-and they need no more. 

The camps are being erected in the heart of the forests 
where myriads of the pests have been hatching in moist 
places, low grounds, rotton logs, meshes of down timber 
and leafy collections for years. Probably not one of 
them had even ever seen a human being until this peace 
army came, but how familiar they have become on short 
acquaintance!! 

l"bst of the young men are in the woods for the first time 
in their lives and never before knew what a REAL mosquito 
looked like, what it did to win its reputation, how it 
bites and how the welts raise. They are learning rapidly. 
Farmers Independent 15 June 1933 
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"3 Forestry Crews Assured for Work in Park Vicinity" 

The site of three camps of the Civilian Conservation Army 
have apparently now been decided upon, according to recent 
information from Itasca State Park. Arrangements are being 
made for the location of one camp at Loveless Lake, in the 
southwest corner of the Park. Another camp will be estab
lished near the pageant grounds at the source of the Miss
issippi river, and the third camp will apparently be located 
a mile and half from Douglas Lodge. 

Itasca State Park will be where most of the work will be 
done. t1.lch work is planned for the improvement and beauti
fication of the park. Working under the direction of Earl 
Lange, superintendent of the Park, the men will undertake 
the largest improvement program in the park in 20 years. 

The area on the west side of Lake Itasca will be left in 
its natural wild state, although such menaces as dead and 
fallen timber and slashings will be cleaned out. In other 
parts of the park new roads will be built, trees planted, 
all trails marked and improved and there will be a general 
cleaning of the entire park. 

The famous spot where the Mississippi river leaves Lake 
Itasca is to be cleaned up. The river leaves the lake at a 
swampy place, the natural vegetation at the spot making the Ji?' 
flow sluggish and impaired with dirt and mud. White sand 
will be dumped into the outlet and the swampy land filled 
in so that the river source will present a clean and attrac
tive appearance. 

One of the major items of improvement will be the con
struction of an 80-foot firebreak which will completely 
encircle the park. Fire threats from the south and west of 
the park have been increasing of late years, and concern 
has been expressed for the stands of virgin timber which 
have made the park famous all over the country. The main 
highway to Bemidji and Park Rapids affords firebreak pro
tection on the east side of the park, and the 80 - foot break 
on the other three sides will completely protect the park 
timber from the danger of fire from other areas. 

A sum of $18,000 from federal funds has been set up for 
sanitation purposes in the park. The tourist camp grounds 
will be improved and the general sanitary conditions of 
the park brought to first class condition, eliminating any 
threats to health from swampy water and the like. The 
pageant grounds where the Northwestern Minnesota Historical 
Association and the state conservation commission will pre
sent a historical pageant will be enlarged and improved 
and additional parking space will be put in. 
Farmers Independent 15 June 1933 
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"Over 400 ~n Arrive at Park's Forestry Camps" 

·over 400 men are located in the vicinity of Itasca Park, 
arriving last week by special train as members of the Civil
ian Conservation Corps. 

A special train brought over 200 men as far as Park Rapids 
from Fort Ripley, Kansas. 1he same day they were taken by 
truck to the Conservation camp at Loveless lake, near the 
southwest boundary of Itasca Park. 

Another train arrived at Waubun carrying over 200 men who 
were taken to another camp at Elbow Lake, west of the park. 
Another company was expected to arrive within a few days to 
go into camp at the old logging camp headquarters near the 
park. 
Farmers Independent 29 June 1933 

Note - in his message to Congress on 21 March, 1933, only 
17 days after his inauguration, Roosevelt wrote, "I propose 
to create a civilian conservation corps to be used in simple 
work, not interfering with normal employment, and confining 
itself to forestry, the prevention of soil erosion, flood 
control and similar projects ... I estimate that 250,000 men can 
be given temporary employment by early summer if you give me 
authority to proceed within the next two weeks. This enter
prise is an established part of our national policy. It will 
conserve our precious natural resources. It will pay dividends 
to the present and future generations. It will make improve
ments in national and state domains which have been largely 
forgotten in the past few years of industrial development. 

M::Jre important, however, than the material gains will be 
the moral and spiritual value of such work. The overwhelm
ing majority of unemployed Americans, who are now walking 
the streets and receiving private or public relief, would 
infinitely pr,efer to work. We can take a vast army of these 
unemployed out into healthful surroundings. We can eliminate 
to some extent at least the threat that enforced idleness 
brings to spiritual and moral stability. It is not a panacea 
for all the unemployment but it is an essential step in this 
emergency. I ask its adoption. " At a press conference on 
March 29, 1933, Roosevelt's response to the question of 
'start-up time' for the C.C.C. was, "I should think we can 
get the first people enrolled within two weeks after the 
passage of the bill. That means they probably could not get 
to camp until three weeks. " (From: Franklin D. Roosevelt 
& Conservation: 1911-1945, pages 143, 144, & 146). 
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"Forestry Camps at State Park Are Increased to Five" 

About 1200 ~n Will Be Employed In White Earth State Forest 

Five Conservation Camps are now located in the vicinity of 
Itasca State Park in the area known as the White Earth State 
Forest, three additional companies of 225 men each having 
arrived there last week. 

The camps are located as follows: 
Elbow Lake camp, near Elbow Lake, in Becker County, 12 

miles west of the southwest corner of Itasca State Park. 
Headquarters camp, south of Long Lake, six miles west 

of Itasca State Park. 
Loveless camp, on Loveless lake, near the southwest 

corner of the State Park. 
Park Annex camp, in Hubbard county, near the south en

trance to Itasca Park. 
The fifth camp, not yet named, is located north of the 

park in Clearwater county. 
Forest Ranger A.W. Stone gives the following information 

in regard to the camps: 
The me i these camps are from Kansas and Missouri, 

coming here from Fort Riley, Kansas, and are part of- the 
250,000 men enlisted in the Citizens Conservation Corps. 

There are some over 200,000 acres in the White Earth 
Forest and 32,000 acres in Itasca Park, where the men will 
be stationed. About 225 men at each camp as follows: 
Section 6-142-39 called Elbow Lake camp; section 31-143-37 
called Headquarters Camp; section 17-143-35, called Annex 
camp; section 1-143-37, called Loveless camp and a fifth 
camp north of the park not yet completely established. 

The ,camps are set up, maintained and supervised by regu
lar army officers. They are living in tents and the army 
furnishes clothing, food and compensation, and has entire 
charge of the camp. The work to be done in the forest is 
under the supervision of the State Forest Service through 
a superintendent and seven foremen under the guidance of 
the Forest Ranger. Under the present regulations the For
estry Department is permitted to enroll 13 local men for 
each camp. 
Farmers Independent 6 July 1933 

Note - The Loveless Camp site is 0.7 miles west of Itasca 
state Park on highway 113, then one mile north on the 
Anchor Matson Forest Road. In recent years the old camp 
site has been used as an area where lots are leased for 
hunting cabins. Only a chimney and some old concrete slabs 
remain of the original camp. 
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"Cons-ervation Camps Finally Get Shovels---By the Carload" 

Handicapped in their work through lack of implements with 
which to work, the situat i on at the Conservation Camps at 
Itasca Park was relieved somewhat last week when a whole 
carload of shovels arrived at Grand Rapids for distribution 
to C.C.C. Camps in northern Minnesota. 

There has been a shortage of shovels, axes, grub scythes 
·and other tools, the forestry department being unable to 
secure but a limited amount at a time , buying wherever 
there were some to be gotten, but stores carried only a 
small stock and factories were making only enough to supply 
the demand--which was not very heavy until the Conservation 
camps started work. The tools are being rushed from the 
factories to the camps now and the boys claim that the 
paint isn't dry yet on some of the tools and on some the 
handles are made from green wood. 
Farmers Independent 27 July 1933 

"Civilian Camps To Be Continued" 
Washington. - President Roosevelt decided Friday to main

tain the civilian conservation corps at its full strength 
of 314,000 for another six months. 

However, he will send a personal message to the men who 
enrolled asking them to try to find a job to make way for 
other fellows out of work to take their places. 

If any men, after an honest effort to find a new job, 
are unable to do so, they will be allowed to reenroll. 

About 450 of the 1400 camps will be moved for the winter 
from the deep snow areas to places where work can be 
carried on throughout this season. 
Farmers Independent 24 August 1933 

"Forestry Program Is Getting Good Results" 

1he 25 forestry camps and three park camps working under 
the President's reforestation program have been busy since 
July 1 cleaning up fire hazards, beautifying roadsides, 
constructing fire breaks, building telephone lines and in 
the nursery growing trees. 

The present enrollment of the Conservation men expires 
September 30 and all that are now working are given the 
privilege of re-enrolling for another six months. 

Farmers Independent 21 September 1933 
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"C.C.C. Workers Are Building A Number of Roads in County" 

Forestry Roads Opening Up 'Wilderness' 
Of Southern Clearwater County 

Unorganized townships in southern Clearwater county and the 
"wilderness" adjacent to Itasca State Park are undergoing a 
great transformation as the result of the activities of the 
Conservation Corps. Road building is the major occupation of 
these several hundred young men who are members of three 
C.C.C. camps and this work has been progressing rapidly with 
the result that these previously inaccessible townships are 
now being opened up. 

TI1e conservation army has cleared and grubbed for a state 
highway from T.H. No. 4, east of Itasca State Park, to 
Elbow Lake in Becker county, a distance of 18 miles, with the 
exception of two or three places where the property owners 
have refused to sell. The remainder of this highway, which 
was designated as a new trunk route by the last legislature, 
is to be built by the state highway department and will con
tinue on from Elbow Lake to Waubun, a distance of five miles. 

Clearing and grubbing is being done for a road from Cox 
Lake to connect with the road which goes around Lake Itasca. 
Work has also been started in clearing for a road from the 
center of township 143-37, connecting with the other road 
coming out at Stevens corner near Hart Lake. Work is under
way on a road on the west boundary of the park which also 
will come out at Hart Lake. All of the above mentioned work 
is being done by the men from the camps at Cox Lake and at 
Loveless lake. 

Surveying has been started by the state ·highway department 
for a road from the point where a road leads into Douglas 
Lodge from No. 4, running north through the park, but back 
away from the lake and from the park activities straight 
through to Pine Center. TI1at part of the park through which 
this road runs is not heavily timbered. It will go past 
Sauer's corner, straight west two miles to Stevens corner on 
the old road. It is believed the surveyors will go in a 
northwesterly direction striking the section line running 
1~ mile straight south of Zerkel. TI1at is as far as the 
forestry workers can go as they will then be out of the 
state forest. TI1e highway department will do the surveying 
and road building from Zerkel to Bagley. 
Farmers Independent 24 August 1933 

Note - Highway 4 has been renumbered and is now highway 71. 
In 1933, the main highway to Bagley went through Itasca 
state Park, following what is now the Park Drive. 
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"Clearwater County Gets Permanent Benefits 
From Conservation Camps" 

Clearwater county has received many permanent benefits 
as a result of the work of the Conservation corps, several 
camps having been located in the southern part of the 
county during the past several months. 

Although forestry is the chief beneficiary in the work of 
the Conservation army, other phases of conservation activi
ties will derive both direct and indirect good of a lasting 
nature, especially recreation, fishing, hunting and water 
control. 

"The actual work to be done by these camps involves near
ly all phases of conservation," writes Grover Conzet, in 
the Minnesota Conservationist. "In the forest camps every
thing is being done of the most permanent nature possible 
and quality is stressed about quantity. 

"There will be great indirect results in that the forests 
may be used by a larger number of people obtaining benefit 
from the standpoint of pleasure and recreation. Timber will 
be made more accessible and can be logged at less expense, 
making the forests more profitable. With roads, trails and 
lake shores developed, the use of the forest will be great
er for summer homes and resort and tourist industry, all of 
which increases the financial receipts of the communities 
as well as increased taxable assets. 

"Greatest of all of the benefits from this enormous pro
gram is the human side of it. There are now in training 
which is practically a woods school of conservation, 
250,000 youth, most of whom had no visable future and were 
losing confidence in their place _in the world. It was 
voiced that the type of men selected in the manner these 
young .men were chosen would be mostly riff raff and 'no 
good'." 

VERN NEWS 
A big truck with Conservation army men coming from Alida 

Sunday morning drove over the bank and into the Mississippi 
river. The truck was badly damaged but no one was badly 
hurt. 
Farmers Independent 28 September 1933 

Note - Vern was a small community just east of the Sell Lake 
Church. Alida is a small town about eight miles north of 
Itasca State Park and was probably the closest 'watering
hole' for the boys in the local C.C.C. camps. 
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"County's Quota For CWA Work Increased to 304" 

Landing Field at Itasca Park Is Among New Projects 
Started 'Ibis Week 

Clearwater county's quota of men employed under the Civil 
Works program was increased by 40 this week, making the 
total for the county of 304. E. E. Lewis, who is in charge 
of the Clearwater county branch office of the National Re
employment Service, informs us that all these men are now 
working and are on the CWA payroll. 

Clearwater county was allotted 30 men for work on a new 
airport project in Itasca State Park. A crew of about 125 
men are employed on this job, they being selected from the 
four counties of Clearwater, Beltrami, Hubbard and Becker. 

'Ille new airport at the park will be located behind the 
forestry service headquarters building and will have two 
runways a half mile long each. It is planned to make the 
runways with hard surfaced strips 150 feet wide through 
the center, with 100-foot grass strips on each side • . 

'Ille airport is being built with money appropriated 
through the federal aeronautics department. It will require 
considerable work because the land must first be cleared 
and then levelled off and freed from rocks. 

Both the recreational and the conservation phases of the 
park will be served by the landing field, the recreational 
by providing a field on which persons visiting the park by 
plane can land and the conservation by providing a landing 
field for airplanes that might be used in fire patrol work. 
Farmers Independent 21 ~cember 1933 
Note - <X>ly one of the two proposed landing strips was 
cleared, at which time the project was cancelled. Part of 
the cleared area became eventually the site of a c.c.c. 
camp and later, .Pine Ridge Campgrounds. The C.W.A. acti
vities were not part of the E.C.W. (C.C.C) program, but 
often times worked in the same -area on non-forestry type 
projects. There is no evidence that the landing field was 
ever used, although an excellent example of projects con
ceived and implemented by planners. 
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"Earl Lang, Superintendent Of Itasca Park, Dismissed" 

Word was received here Saturday that Earl Lang, superin
tendent of Itasca State Park, was ordered dismissed immed
iately by Grover M. Conzet, director of forestry, "because 
of his connection in the purchase of land on which an emer
gency conservation camp is located." 

At the same time Mr. Conzet notified Frank Pugh, park 
ranger, to take over Lang's duties temporarily. 

In announcing the dismissal, however, Director Conzet 
emphasized that Lang's duties as park superintendent "have 
always been properly performed" and that he did not 
challenge his integrity but that it would be difficult to 
explain "to a doubting public that a state officer should 
own or acquire land on which a conservation camp is located." 

"Camps For Transients Have Been Established" 

Transient homeless people in Minnesota will be cared for 
by the newly-created state-wide transient relief organiza
tion, divisions of which are operating in each county. 

Homeless men will be given the opportunity of entering 
work camps operating in the state. They will be completely 
outfitted and be expected to work 36 hours weekly for main
tenance. In addition they will be able to earn 90 cents each 
week in cash for incidental expenses such as tobacco and 
other luxuries. 

A camp with 60 men is now being operated at Itasca State 
Park. 

Camps will be operated by a camp superintendent and cook, 
and will be maintained on a self-governing basis. The men 
will be employed in conservation, land-clearing and other 
projects on public lands. 
Farmers Independent 11 January 1934 

Note - Eventually two transient camps were established in 
Itasca state Park. (One at Squaw Lake (T.P. #9 and/or W.C. 
#9) and one at Elk Lake (T.S.R. #10). Both of these eventu
ally were converted into Group Camps and serve that purpose 
to this day. The Squaw Lake Camp was utilized as a 'rest 
camp' by the U.S. Air Force during the World War II period, 
being forced to move out when the kitchen burned during the 
early 1940's. One of the activities of these two camps was 
the construction of the wilderness drive with picks, shovels, 
and pails. According to one old-timer, they spent most of 
the time during the winter months collecting firewood and 
cutting it just to keep the camps in operation. 
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"Lang Is Given Hearing Before ~onservation Commission 
On Thursday" 

It developed from the evidence introduced at this hearing 
that Mr. Lang was removed solely by reason of the fact that 
he had purchased a tract of land within a distance of one
half mile from Itasca State Park, which land was last sum
mer selected as a camp site for Camp S-100 of the CCC ser
vice . It appeared, however, that Mr. Lang had been negotia
ting for the purchase of this tract for more than two years 
prior to the time it was selected as a camp site; that he 
was instrumental in procuring this tract for camp site pur
poses without · any costs whatever to the State and that the 
state was required to pay no rental therefor. The buildings 
that were later erected are not and do not become permanent 
improvements and are subject to be removed when vacated by 
the CCC. Mr. Lang contended to the Commission that he had 
purchased this tract solely for the purpose of investing in 
Clearwater county land with the intention of later establish
ing a home there. It further appeared that the only possible 
gain to Mr. Lang by reason of the use of this land as a 
camp site was a well that had been drilled thereon. 

The commission contended that the purchase of this tract 
of land by Mr. Lang might easily be misunderstood by the 
public and the impression created that he did so for his own 
personal gain by reason of the fact that it was being used 
as a camp .site. It was and is common knowledge that Mr. 
Lang owned this land and there was no intimation of any dis
honesty or wrongful motive in his purchase of the tract. The 
Commission frankly admitted that Itasca State Park had been 
well administered and managed during Mr. Lang's superintend
ency and that the affairs of the park were in excellent con
dition .. Due to the fact, however, that they felt that the 
matter might be misinterpreted by a critical public, the 
Commission decided to sustain Mr. Lang's removal. 

During his several years as superintendent of Itasca 
State Park, Mr. Lang has made a host of friends in the terri
tory most affected. It is to be hoped that he will not be un
duly penalized because of a misunderstanding and by action 
on his part which has and could have gained him no material 
gain, and that he may be reinstated in the Forestry service. 
Farmers Independent 18 January 1934 

Note - Mr. Lang was not reinstated. All park managers 
(superintendents) were political appointees during the 1930's 
and 1940's. The last Itasca State Park manager politically 
appointed, retired in the mid-1960's. 
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MALLARD-ITASCA NEWS 

It is reported that the Civilian Conservation Camp S70 
is pulling out this week for the south where they are 
needed in erosion work. Fifty two civilia~s from Camp S100 
also left for their homes in Kansas last week end. 
Farmers Independent 12 April 1934 
Note - Park Annex Camp site (Hubbard County) was along the 
old "Jefferson Highway", approximately 0. 8 miles east on the 
blacktop from D:Juglas [,odge, then 0.3 miles north, in the 
southeast corner of section 17. Nothing remains at this 
C.C.C. site. 

Hugh Veit went to Bemidji last week where he intended to 
join the Civilian Conservation corps but the enlistment 
was filled, only 20 being the quota from this county. 
Farmers Independent 12 April 1934 

Note - "ROOSEVELT TO ROBERT FECHNER I DIRECTOR I EMERGENCY 
CONSERVATION WORK" [Washington] January 25, 1934 

MY DEAR MR. DIRECTOR: It is my desire that the Administra
tion of Emergency Conservation Work should continue the 
Civilian Conservation Corps camps until April 1, 1935, and 
for this purpose I am requesting the Congress to authorize 
an appropriation of $275,000,000 for the use of the Adminis
tration during the first nine months of the fiscal year 
1935, it appearing that its current expenses to June 30, 
1934, have already been provided for. 

You are accordingly authorized to proceed with the neces
sary arrangements and plans for continuing the camps until 
April 1, 1935, subject, of course, to Congress authorizing 
the appropriation of the additional funds which I am request-
ing. 

Very truly yours, 
[Franklin D. Roosevelt]" 

(From: Franklin D. Roosevelt & Conservation: 1911-1945, 
page 246). 

Note - Throughout the 'life-span' of the Civilian Conserva
tion Corps, the agency operated without any long-term 
assurance that the funding or programs would continue be
yond any six or twelve month period. The lack of public
lands in some states (not Minnesota) presented the addition
al problem of simply not having places to conduct conser
vation activities. 

Enrollments, handled through the county welfare offices, 
were limited as to the number of young men which could take 
part in the program due to budget limitation. 
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"Work Started On Third CCC Camp Near Daigle' s Mill" 

With the aid of local laborers, work began this week on the 
new CCC camp which is to be erected in LaPrarie township, in 
the southern part of the county, several hundred yards east 
of Daigle's Mill. It is hoped that the buildings will be 
ready for occupancy by the middle of October, and it is pro
bable that they will be if bad weather does not interfere too 
much. 

The camp when completed will be occupied by Company 2705 of 
Fergus Falls, which must be moved from the present campsite 
because all conservation work in that vicinity has been com
pleted. The company numbers 200 boys. 

There will be 24 buildings erected for the new camp. These 
include, besides the barracks for the conservation corps, 
the officers' quarters, mess hall, recreation hall, hospital, 
garages, and other buildings. The buildings, while more or 
less temporary, must be built warm enough to withstand the 
hard winter. t1..tch of the lumber has been used before. 

This makes the third CCC camp situated in Clearwater county. 
The other two camps, in Itasca state park, have become known 
far and wide because of the many tourists visiting them 
during the summer, and are regarded as model camps. In add
ition to the three CCC camps there are two transient camps 
in Itasca state park, and there is no doubt that Clearwater 
county will benefit greatly from the work done by these crews 
of workers .. under trained leadership. 
Farmers Independent 27 September 1934 

"Three Other CCC Camps Will Be Built In State" 

In addition to the new CCC camp being built near Daigle ' ·s 
Mill in Clearwater county, three other new camps are being 
built fn the state, according to a press report. 

'nle four new camps being built are to cost $72,000. Nine 
other camps are to be repaired at a cost of $18,000 and nine 
are to be converted from summer to winter camps at a cost of 
$135,000. 
Farmers Independent 24 October 1934 
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"CCC Group 01anged at Camp S100 at Itasca Park " 

The civilian conservation corps company located at camp 
S100 at Itasca state park this summer is leaving this week 
for Kansas where the company will spend the winter. months. 
The only civilians remaining here will be the local woodsmen 
from Minnesota. 

A new company is expected to arrive at camp S100 in a short 
time from North Dakota. 
Farmers Independent 24 October 7934 

"CCC Accomplishments In Wide Activity Range" 

A summary of accomplishments of the civilian conservation 
corps in Minnesota from the time the first emergency con
servation work was started in M:lrch, 1933, to Oct. 1 of this 
year, shows the wide range of activity engaged in by the 
approximate 10,000 men enrolled. On the later date E.V. 
Willard, commissioner of conservation, announced that there 
were 61 CCC camps in the state. 

Nearly 88,000 man-days were spent fighting forest fires 
with 31,000 days at fire hazard removal. Over 15,000 acres 
have been planted to trees and 27,542 man-days were devoted 
to nursery development work. Among the other types of jobs 
were: 

Reduction of fire hazards 39,000 acres; firebreaks 220 
miles; telephone lines 1 ,104 miles; road and trail cleaning 
1,349 miles; lookout houses 9; lookout towers 29; forest 
stand improvement 37,000 acres; horse and foot trails 182 
miles; public camp ground clearing 20 acres; public camp 
ground buildings 342; pipe lines 1 ,300 feet; wells and water 
holes 78; experimental plots 187; seed collected 7,413 
bushels. 

Insect pest control 8,119 acres; rodent control 114,588 
acres; tree and plant disease control 24,181 acres, in
cluding timber estimates and forest types, 1 ,274,218 acres; 
vehicle, horse and stock bridges 123; recreational dams 6; 
ponds for fish and birds 22. 

Important work was accomplished in soil erosion control 
in southeastern Minnesota with 2,887 dams constructed, 
55,878 acres benefitted through terracing and landscaping, 
211,939 square yards of bank protection, and 1,184 linear 
yards of drainage ditch construction. 

A total of 252 miles of streams were improved. Ninety
six thousand fish were stocked in lakes and streams. 

CCC workers spent 153 man-days searching for missing 
persons. 

Farmers Independent 29 November 1934 
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"Conservationists Praise CCC Work in County Forests" 

Manifold Projects at Itasca 
Will Benefit County for Years to Come 

In our own section of the state - that is, Itasca state 
park and adjacent territory - Conservation Work camps were 
established early in the summer of 1933, and since that 
time have been steadily carrying on a program of construc
tive conservation. 

Itasca park, containing 50 square miles of virgin timber 
and beautiful lakes, is perhaps the most popular of 
Minnesota's parks and summer playgrounds, and is rapidly 
being developed into one of the outdoor show places of 
America. It is here, within the park and its immediate 
vicinity, that the most intensive Emergency Conservation 
Work has been carried on. At the time of the inauguration 
of the Emergency Conservation Work program a large portion 
of the area immediately surrounding the park was cut-over 
land, a large percentage of which was covered by inflam
mable timber material, creating a tremendous fire hazard 
and a menace to the park itself. 

Under the supervision of the district ranger, work was 
immediately started on removal of this fire hazard, with 
a concentrated effort being made to complete the work 
along the ~oads and trails as soon as possible. As new 
camps were established, road and trail construction was 
begun, and previously inaccessible parts of the park area 
were opened, greatly reducing the travel-time between 
various points which proved to be of great value, especially 
in the transportation of fire fighters and equipment. 
Farmers ·Independent 31 January 1935 

Roosevelt to the Society of American Foresters upon being 
awarded the Schlich Forestry Medal, 29 January 1935. 

"A forest ..• is an integral part of our natural land cover
ing, and the most potent factor in maintaining nature's 
delicate balance in the organic and inorganic worlds ••• 
The preservation of the forests must be lifted above mere 
dollars and cents considerations. " (From: Franklin D 
Roosevelt & Conservation: 1911-1945, pages 345, 346) 

Note - The Schlich Memorial Award is made in commemoration 
of a world-renown British forester and is granted rotation 
to five English-speaking countries. 
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Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the Interior, to Roosevelt 
Washington, Feb. 9, 1935 

'Dear Mr. President: Director Fechner of Emergency Conser
vation Work, in reply to a letter from me, has called my 
attention to an interview had with you in reference to 
Emergency Conservation Work, and its relation to the park 
and recreational development of the country. 

Mr. Fechner informs me that you suggested work on parks 
could be deferred until later, and that the expansion of 
the CCC camps should be concentrated on forest protection, 
reforestation, and soil erosion control projects. This is 
a wise policy. However, I desire to call to your attention 
the results of CCC work on state parks, and to urge that a 
small number of the additional camps be allotted state parks 
under the expansion program. Emergency Conservation Work has 
been a tremendous stimulus to the states in providing neces-
sary recreational facilities for their own citizens. Five 
states have actively entered into state park work since the 
inauguration of Emergency Conservation Work. Many states 
have greatly expanded their programs. I:AJring the past two 
years, due almost wholly to the Emergency Conservation 
program, 422,000 acres, conservatively valued at $6,000,000, 
have been added, by gift or purchase, to state recreation 
systems. 

Encouraged by existing camps, and the prospect of addi
tional ones in the expansion program, Oklahoma, Arizona, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Minnesota, Florida, Georgia, South 
Carolina, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Arkansas, Missouri, North 
Dakota, Maine, and Nevada have pending state legislation 
or appropriation items needed to place their park activi
ties on a sound basis. 

In view of these conditions, I recommend that Mr. Fechner 
be authorized to allot a total of 500 camps to state parks 
during the fifth period, there now being 348 camps estab-
lished in the fourth period. " Harold L. Ickes 

Roosevelt to Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the Interior 
Washington, February 16, 1935 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR: "I enclose 
copy of letter from the Director of Emergency Conservation 
Work1 which answers the questions raised in your letter to 
me of February ninth. It seems to me that Mr. Fechner's 
letter provides for a reasonable allocation. It must be 
borne in mind that distribution of C.C.C. camps is advis
able along two lines--first, geographical and, second, 
diversity of useful work." F.D.R. 

1 Feb. 15, 1935, stating that he thought an allotment of 
600 camps out of a total of 2916 for all types of park 
would be proper. (From: Franklin D. Roosevelt & Conserva
tion: 1911-1945, pages 351, 352, 355). 

-28-



"Hails CCC Work in State as Boon to Land, Game, People" 

'.lWo-Year Program Has Advanced Recreation Phase by Ten Years 

There are so many phases of work that these boys are doing 
that to try to cover them all in a single article is like 
trying to crowd a sight-seeing trip of Minnesota into a 
single day. The fact that they have planted 3,000,000 trees 
on state land, built 500 miles of forest service truck 
roads and trails, have constructed 900 miles of telephone 
line; have spent 60,000 man-days fighting fire and 3,000 
man-days on stream improvement, and 1,000,000 man-days on 
cultural work such as thinnings, sanitation cuttings, and 
pruning, gives a small idea of the program involved. 

One of the phases of this emergency conservation work that 
has not been emphasized is the development of the recreation
al possibilities in the state forest and state parks. The 
forests have been acquired chiefly for timber production or 
water shed protection. In these forests are numerous lakes 
and streams and spots of scenic beauty. 

The state parks also have been improved by CCC labor. 
Cabins, camp and picnic grounds, bathing beaches, shore line 
improvement and trails have been constructed for the use of 
the vacationing public. Trees have been planted and cabin 
sites landscaped in keeping with their surroundings. 

Visitors ~o the state forests and state parks this summer 
will find that the entire program of the emergency conserva
tion work has been designed to make the forests and parks 
produce the utmost in income for the people of this state. 
MJch of this can not be measured in monetary terms, for who 
can evaluate a happy vacation with its healthful effect on 
the vacationist? The forests with their miles of trails, 
their ~icnic spots, their campsites and bathing beaches on 
lakes that are full of fish now can offer a greater useful
ness than before the CCC boys started their work. - Clarence 
Prout in St. Paul Daily News. 
Farmers Independent 16 May 1935 

"CCC Youths Build Cabin in Itasca State Park 11 

3~ x 8 photo of the Old Timers Cabin, 
Similar to the one on display at Forest Inn 

A sample of what CCC workers are doing to aid Minnesotans 
who want to make use of the parks and forests for recrea
tion is pictured above. This cabin was built by the CCC 
youths in Itasca park. Four of the huge logs provide 
height up to the roof, and it will be noted that shingles 
are hand-hewn. 
Farmers Independent 16 May 1935 
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"Expect Another CCC Enrollment Here Soon" 

Another enrollment for the civilian conservation corps is 
expected to be made here sometime the latter part of June. 
The last enrollment quota was 45, and it is expected that at 
least that number will be enlisted again. 

As a preliminary step for enrollment, the Clearwater county 
relief office requests that prospective candidates for en
rollment get in touch with that office. Thus the office will 
be able to gain some idea of how many would be interested, 
and the figures may be used to help set the new quota. These 
first applicants will be sent preliminary applications that 
will in no way be binding, but only are used to obtain sta
tistics on health and so forth. 

The most important requirements for enrollments are that 
the youth be single, and between the ages of 18 and 29 years. 
Farmers Independent 23 May 7935 

"CCC Enlistments Bring M..lch Cash Into County" 

Clearwater county benefits considerably from the enlistment 
last week of 45 boys for civilian conservation corps camps, 
inasmuch as most of the money they receive in wages is re
turned to their parents. The county quota was filled at the 
enlistment last week, although enlistments in some other parts 
of the state are falling below the quota. 

There has been no change in the regulations. Boys are ad
mitted between the ages of 18 and 25 provided their parents 
are on the relief roll. Wages are $30 a month, $25 of which 
must be sent to the dependents. Sub-leaders receive $36 
monthly and leaders $45. 

The 45 boys from Clearwater county will receive a total of 
$1 ,350 a month, and as the enlistment period is for six 
months, , the total sum amounts to $8,100. The boys from this 
county were taken to Bemidji last Thursday morning where they 
passed the physical examinations and left by train that night 
for CCC camps at Bena and Grand Rapids. 

It is probable that there will be another enlistment in 
this county in about three months time. 
Farmers Independent 25 April 1935 

ROOSEVELT TO CHARLES L. PACK, PRESIDENT, AMERICAN TREE 
ASSOCIATION, Washington, D.C. - Hyde Park, N.Y., Sept. 7, 1935 

"Some day I hope to talk with you in regard to the future 
of CCC. I believe very firmly that it is one of the things 
which must be made permanent but this raises important ques
tion relating to the unemployment situation, not only as of 
today but as of the future. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 

(From Franklin D. Roosevelt & Conservation: 1911-1945, 
pages 427 & 428) 
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"State May Build Cabins to Rent in Itasca State Park" 

• Minnesota's conservation department is going into the cabin 
building business in state parks, if it can get the sanction 
of the National Parks service at Washington, E.V. Willard, 
conservation commissioner, has announced. 

Authorization for Mr. Willard to start negotiations for 
National Parks service sanction was granted at the recent con
servation commission meeting. Erection of the cabins would be 
a test project to determine whether there is public demand for 
them in state parks and whether they open Minnesota's parks to 
a greater number of vacationists. 

Plans involve building the cabins on a small scale at first, 
with three to six each in Itasca, Whitewater and Camden state 
parks for housekeeping or overnight stops. Actual construc
tion would be financed by the federal government, using CCC 
labor, with the state furnishing only the timber and rock 
needed. 

A few such cabins already have been built in Scenic state 
park in Itasca county with CCC labor. It was emphasized at 
the conservation commission meeting that the state does not 
want to compete in business with resort owners, but if pop
ular demand for more cabins in state parks for public use is 
sufficient, the present test project will be enlarged, Mr. 
Willard said. 
Farmers Independent 20 June 1935 

Note - Housekeeping cabins (kitchen facilities) were built in a 
number of state parks during the 1930's by the Civilian Conser
vation Corp. In addition to the six housekeeping cabins at 
Itasca's Bear Paw Campgrounds, similar cabins were constructed 
at Scenic and Whitewater state Parks. At St. Croix state Park, 
a four plex and one duplex along with a number of single unit 
cabins were erected .... only the four plex and duplex remain to
day, located at Riverview Campgrounds, they are used for season
al employee housing. 

According to U. W. Hella (who worked with state park develop
ment and building construction during the 1930's and in the 
early 1950's became director of the state parks system), the 
rental cabin facilities in Whitewater, Scenic and St. Croix 
state Park became too expensive to operate and were removed. 
Itasca State Park has the only rental housekeeping cabins re
maining which were constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corp. 
Cabin 12 of the D::iuglas Lodge complex was originally a housekeep
ing cabin, with the kitchen being removed in the early 1950's. 
Both Cabin 12 and the four plex at D::iuglas Lodge were CCC 
projects. 
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"First Showing Of Pageant at Itasca State Park Sunday" 

Next Presentation Will Be Made July 14th; 
Others During the Summer 

The first of several pageants to be presented at Itasca State 
Park this summer will be given on Sunday. 

The pageant, as in other years , is staged under the joint 
sponsorship of the Northwestern Minnesota Historical Associa
tion and the ~innesota Department of Conservation. It will 
again be directed by Harold Searls, who directed the pageant 
last year and has been engaged by the conservation department 
for that purpose again this year. 

As the result of a law passed by the last legislature an 
admission charge will be made to this year's pageant. The 
.charge will be 15 cents per person for all over 12 years and 
there will be no charge for the parking of cars as was done 
last year. 

Other pageants will be presented at the park, the next one 
being July 14th. It will be seen there again July 28, August 
11, August 25 and September 1st. 

Historic scenes in Minnesota's early days, before she was 
admitted to state-hood, hectic happenings in the fur-trading 
business when Minnesota was an integral part of the battle
ground between America's two leading fur companies, will be 
depicted in. the 1935 pageant. 

Chief figures of this early Minnesota history include John 
Baptiste Cadotte, Henry Rowe Schoolcraft, Rev. William Boutwell, 
William A. Aitkin, Hester Crooks, and Joseph Renville, all 
colorful , intrepid characters whose valorous deeds went far 
toward establishing the then seething, riotous territory into 
a pageant story. 

Odd methods of trade which the white man employed; a stack 
of beaver pelts piled on the ground to equal the height of the 
gun the Indian wanted, soon became outmoded when the Indian 
discovered the true value between pelts and gun, and cash pay
ment was established. And sometimes the pipe of peace was 
smoked with the same insincerity on the part of the red man and 
his white brother showed in barter, with the result that 
ambushes were so frequent they became almost monotonous 
(except to those directly involved), and skirmishes were so 
frequent they finally flared into open and prolonged warfare. 
Then the colonists moved in, and the Indian found himself grad
ually, but surely, moving out. 

So goes the story of the pageant which opens Sunday. 
Farmers Independent 27 June 1935 
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"Several Changes M3.de in CCC Companies Here" 

Several changes have been made in this sub-disctrict of the 
civilian conservation corps lately. Company 2768 has been 
reorganized as Comapny 3701, to be located at Lake Itasca. 
One hundred ninety-five new men were to have been received at 
Company 3719 at Bagley last Tuesday. Several other changes 
in this, the Itasca Subdistrict, were also noted, among which 
was the arrival today at Grand Rapids of a company of boys 
and officers from New York state. 
Farmers Independent 27 June 1935 

"CCC Boys M:ly Leave But tons at Home Now" 
With the passing of slot machines from the Bagley scene, it 

is probable that the demand for buttons in the nearby CCC 
camps will diminish. Likewise the buttons will probably be 
used for the purpose intended by the U. S. government. Slot 
machine operators won't have to worry about racketeering CCC 
boys anymore, either--because they don't have their slot 
machines. 

It all sounds rather complicated, but it's only the passage 
of an ingenious scheme, figured out by some clever CCC boy to 
milk the dime slot machines. 

Some months ago one of the boys, in whiling away an idle 
moment, discovered that one of the metal buttons issued as a 
part of their uniforms, was almost exactly the size and 
thickness of a dime. This, coupled with the prevalence of 
slot machines, gave him an idea. He proceeded to get a 
hammer and flatten the button. Then he tried it in a slot 
machine, and, lo and behold, it worked! So he and his 
brothers of the CCC army began to work a racket to beat a 
racket. 

Their little scheme kept slot machine operators pretty busy · 
for a while. The approved method was for a group of CCC boys 
to surround a machine so that the owner could not see the 
buttons being fed down its throat. When it paid the dimes 
were retained, and a handful of metal buttons usually paid the 
boys handsomely for their efforts. 

The buttons are of grey metal, with four holes in the center. 
On the buttons are stamped the words "U.S. Army." So per
haps it's only an old army game. 
Farmers Independent 24 October 1935 
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"State Builds Tourist Cabins at Park" 

Picture of a) Campground store, registration, 
Caretaker building 

b) Housekeeping cabin 
Both under construction 

These two log cabins are part of the group which the state 
is building at Itasca state park, on the site which will be 
the new camp grounds. They are about 1 3/4 miles southeast 
of Wegmann's. 
Farmers Independent 24 October 1935 

"New Itasca Park Camping Grounds to Open in Summer" 

The most modern and yet truly wilderness camping ground in 
the country will be opened to the public next season at Itasca 
state park, replacing the present camping ground where only 
picnicking will be allowed. This is the assurance of Floyd 
Tilden, superintendent, Itasca state park SP-1, who is in 
charge of the work. 

The new camping grounds was begun about a year ago when a 
road was cut from the main park road to the lake side area. 
The road leaves the tar highway about a mile and a half 
southeast of Wegmann's store. Since that time 67 individual 
camp sites have been planned and constructed on the new grounds. 

Twelve hundred feet of water line and 700 feet of sewer line 
has been laid. A 180 foot well has been drilled and a 5,000 
gallon storage tank installed in a pump house now under con
struction. An Imhoff sewerage treatment tank was completed, 
and .1 , 200 feet of disposal line laid. The combination custo
dian's quarters and store are about half completed and the 
latrine . is very close to completion. These two buildings 
were pictured in last week's Independent. 

Many hard days of labor have been spent in developing this 
area, which previously was a tangled mass of beaver-cut trees. 
A sanded swimming beach has been made by hauling beach sand 
and depositing it in the water and along the shore. 

"I am sure that when this new camp grounds is turned over 
to the camping public next season that they will be immensely 
pleased with their new surroundings," says Supt. Tilden. 

There will be a few more improvements completed within the 
next few months, after which the camp grounds will be ready 
for next season. 
Farmers Independent 31 October 1935 

Note - The "campground store-registration-caretaker's building" 
referred to in the above article, is the old log-constructed 
building located at the entrance to the campsites of Bear Paw 
Campgrounds. 
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"Deer Are Trapped at Itasca and Released in County" 

Picture of Box Trap 

Purely as experimental work, about 50 deer have recently 
been trapped at Itasca state park for removal to nearby 
territory where they are tagged and released. All such 
tagged deer found by hunters should be reported to the div
ision of game and fish , with their location when found and 
condition. 

Last week five of the park deer were released in the 
Clearbrook game refuge. These were four does and one buck. 
Eight deer were also released by officials in Minerva town
ship last week, and others were released in territory 
surrounding the park at a distance of from 30 to 40 miles. 

The work is in charge of federal Emergency Conservation 
Work authorities. The CCC camp workers at the park built 
15 traps for the work. 
Farmers Independent 26 Ma.rch 1936 

"Itasca Transient Camp Using Yoke of Oxen Now" 

The Itasca park transient camp has turned the clock back 
a bit and pressed a yoke of oxen into service for hauling 
dead and down timber. 

The oxen -were featured actors in the historical pageants 
given at the park last summer and were left behind. 
Officials at the transient camp say they are much more sat
isfactory than horses where the going is rough. 
Farmers Independent 26 Ma.rch 1936 

Note - ,The removal of deer from Itasca State Park was ex
tremely controversial at this time. During the summer and 
fall of 1935, the CCC workers conducted a series of deer drives 
(by surrounding a section of land with men and driving all of 
the deer out so they could be counted) which indicated an 
average of 48 deer per square mile in the Park. At the same 
time, it was estimated by game biologist that the Park could 
only support around 16 deer per square mile without consider
able damage to both the trees and deer. Feeding the deer hay 
during the winter months was considered the only acceptable 
solution by the local sportsmen groups, inspite of the fact 
that they had toured the Park and observed first-hand deer 
which starved to death on the hay (poor winter food for deer) 
which had been set-out to save them. This aspect of the 
Itasca deer herd controversy continued until part of Itasca 
state Park was opened to deer hunting in 1945. 
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"Forest Fire Prevention is M3.jor Project of Itasca Park CC Camp" 

On June 16, 1936 it will be three years since Camp S-57, 
Lovelis (Loveless) Lake, Itasca State Park, received CCC Company 
784 from Kansas. 

Camp S-57 is located on the White Earth State Forest near the 
southwest corner of Itasca park. Minnesota's beautiful play
ground. 

1he first group of boys were taken to the camp site from Park 
Rapids through the park to Douglas Lodge, north on the trail 
now known as 92 to the head of Lake Itasca, source of the Miss
issippi river, west two miles and south and west ten miles, a 
total of almost forty miles. Now, with the truck trails built 
by the Conservation Camp, this distance has been reduced to 27 
miles. 

D.Jring the fire seasons of 1933 and 1934 this camp put out 
34 fires which covered a total area of 601 acres at a total 
cost of 1442 man-days. During the fire season of 1935 crews 
were called for only five fires. 1hese fires covered a total 
area of 480 acres and a total cost of 239 man-days. In the 
early days of this camp it was a task to reach some of these 
fires because of lack of roads, while today there are good truck 
trails in around the park which will make it possible to get to 
fires in a few minutes where formerly it took hours. 

Frank Pugh. Forest Ranger located in Itasca Park made the pre
liminary plans for the work ~rejects. The 130 miles of truck 
trails buil~ and maintained by this camp makes all parts of the 
State Forest and the Park accessible. 

1he inflammable debris has been removed from both sides of 
the road for two hundred feet; a lookout tower at I:eSota con
structed; 32 miles of fire breaks and 45 miles of telephone 
line which connects the district ranger with each fire tower 
and CCC camp. Last summer the tower lookout spotted a fire on 
a farmer's homestead and fifteen minutes after the camp re
ceived the alarm the fire fighters were at the fire. 

In addition to these projects, 1100 acres of state owned land 
has been treated, taking out dead and down timber. 'lhis was 
salvaged for wood and 690,000 feet sawed into lumber for build
ing construction. 1he planting crews set out 14,800 spruce and 
pine seedlings. 

During the three years nearly a thousand young men including 
nearly 100 local men have had employment at S-37. 1he local 
men are experienced woodsmen who may be married men living in 
the vicinity of the camp. 1hese men are valuable to the super
intendent for teaching inexperienced boys, the use of the axe, 
saw and tools, and acting as field leaders in woodswork. 

"1his camp and the others in the state has been something of 
a melting pot," says George Wilson, superintendent of the field 
work. "We have boys from all walks of life, city boys just out 

(Continued on page 37) 
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"Forest Fire Prevention is Major Project of Itasca Park CC Camp" 

(Continued from page 36) 

of school and boys who have been on the bum. And strange as it 
may seem, all of these boys have ideals and am~itions. Out of 
the number this camp has had during the three years, less than 
ten proved to be incorrigible. Tile majority would gladly have 
continued in conservation work if they were permitted; in fact, 
these did continue for the maximum period of eighteen months." 
Farmers Independent 9 April 1936 

ROOSEVELT TO REPRESENTATIVE JOHN W. McCORMACK OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
Washington November 16, 1935 

"I wish there were funds enough available to offer enrollment 
to everyone who wanted to go to a Civilian Conservation Corps 
camp and to permit him to remain as long as he desired, but un
fortunately that is not possible. Authorization was given the 
Director to build the organization up to a maximum of 600,000 
enrollees but I felt that enrollments should be restricted to 
individuals who themselves, or whose families, had been re
ceiving public welfare aid. I felt that it was the desire and 
intention of Congress to have the relief funds used for this 
purpose." [FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT] 

McCormack protested the closing of 489 camps and urged that 
they be reopened or new ones established, with the requirement 
removed that boys come from families on the relief rolls. 

On Sept. ·23, 1935, Roosevelt informed Fechner that he had 
decided to hold the CCC at an enrolled strength of 500,000, 
and that no more than $600,000,000 could be allotted for the 
rest of the fiscal year. This meant a curtailment, in the 
Original program, of 100,000 men and 489 camps. Wallace saw 
in the reduced program "a situation of grave consequence to 
the Administration, " because commitments made to state and lo
cal governmental units and to associations of farmers and tim
berland owners could not now be honored. Protests from members 
of Congress and state political leaders led to a reconsidera
tion of the program and to somewhat less severe reductions. 
(From Franklin D. Roosevelt & Conservation: 1911-1945, 
pages 448, 449 J 

Note - The status (temporary or permanent) of the CCC program 
was always under political pressure and FDR responded accord
ingly ..•. "I, too, believe that they must be a permanent insti
tution " to "it should be kept in mind that this was an emer
gency activity and was not expected to continue permanently in 
operation, " "In my Budget Message to Congress ... I indicated 
that the Corps should continue and recommended that the present 
session establish the Crops as a permanent agency of the 
Government. " 
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"Visitor Learns 'English As It Is Spoken' by Boys in a CC Camp" 

A member of the U.S. Forest Service, reports that a visitor 
to a CCC camp recently overheard the following conversation 
between two CCC boys: 

"Hey, Grease ball, got a st iffy?" 
"I've got some sawdust and blankets." 
"Got a fire stick?" 
"Boy, you certainly need those dog kennels of yours for this 

mud, don't you?" 
"Pontoons would be better". 
"Yeah, I was on them today in the brush, and the snow was so 

soft and I stumpled so much I just about went brush batty." 
"See any pin-cushion squirrels?" 
"Yea, two of 'em." 
"Must be time for chow; there goes the dog rubber after 

the pill pusher and the Louie." 
"The Louie's getting hard on regulations; we've got to have 

on our shotguns, tie, O.D. shirt and everything." 
"Can you treat me to a bottle of slough water after chow?" 
"Naw, won't even be over there; gonna hit for the hayloft." 
"You can't do that. The sin-buster is talkin' tonight in 

the Rec. hall." 
"Oh, Oh, I forgot. Here comes a K. P. to blow the whistle. 

Chow! Gimme your rake a second. " 
This was rather astounding to the visitor, but later in the 

mess hall: 
"Hi, smoke, gimme the submarine turkey; pass the O'Connors 

and the mud along with it." 
"0.K, Wimpy, how's the dynamite and grass? Heck, I'll take 

some anyway; toss the _ sand along with it." 
This was too much for the honored visitor. When the meal 

was over, he cornered a youth in the act of begging for a rope. 
"Say,' fella, I want you to give the meaning of a few words." 
The youth obligingly told him that: a Greaseball is a truck 

driver; a stiffy is a cigarette; sawdust is tobacco; blankets 
are cigarette papers; a firestick is a match; dog kennels are 
shoes; pontoons are snowshoes; brush batty is a term for going 
more or less insane from work in the woods; a pin-cushion 
squirrel is a porcupine; chow is dinner; a pill pusher is a 
doctor; a Louie is a lieutenant (Commanding Officer); shotguns 
are trousers (issued to enrollees); O.D. shirts, official 
dress (issued to enrollees); slough water is pop; the hayloft 
is the bunk; a sin-buster is the minister; Rec hall is the 
recreational hall; a K.P. is a helper in the kitchen; a rake 
is a comb; a submarine turkey is a fish; O'Connors are potatoes; 
mud is coffee; dynamite is beans; grass is cabbage or lettuce 
salads; sand is sugar; a rope is a cigar; shingles are toast; 
sails are ears, and an incinerator is a pipe. 
Farmers Independent 21 May 1936 
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"Census Shows Concentration of Deer in Park 11 

CCC Boys Conduct Count of Deer Before and After the Open Season 

The December number of "Northern Notes," a publication issued 
by the officers and men at Camp SP-1, Itasca State Park, gives 
the results of the deer census that has been taken in Itasca 
Park. While the figures may not be one hundred per cent 
accurate, they give the best evidence that has been produced 
as to the deer concentrations within that area and form a basis 
for more intelligent handling of this wild life problem within 
the park. 

The report shows that the census was taken from three sections 
within the park - sections nine, twenty and twenty-five - and 
the estimates as to the number of deer within the park were 
made from the findings of these three sections. By dividing 
the number of acres covered in taking the census by the number 
of deer found on the tract, the average acreage per deer was 
determined. The number of deer in the park on dates stated 
as shown in the reports were: 

November 22, 1935 ............... 2796 
November 12, 1936 ............... 2725 
November 30, 1936 ............... 3482 

The last two items show the effect of the deer hunting season 
on deer population in the park, the figures indicating that 
757 deer were driven into the park from the surrounding country 
during the 11 day hunting season. 

The acreage per deer is: 
November 22, 1935, 11.2 acres per deer 
November 12, 1935, 11.5 acres per deer 
November 30, 1936, 9.0 acres per deer. 

The census figures for individual sections are: 
Section 9 

November 22, 1935 .....•....•.... 65 deer 
November 5, 1936 ................ 39 deer 
November 30, 1936 ..... .......•.. 58 deer 

Section 20 
August 30, 1935 ............ •.. .. 36 deer 
December 7, 19 36 ................ 57 deer 
November 4, 1935 ................ 74 deer 
November 27, 1936 ............... 75 deer 

Section 25 
November 21, 1935 ............... 50 deer 
November 12, 1936 ............... 52 deer 
November 27, 1936 ............... 89 deer 

(Continued on page 40) 
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Census Shows Concentration of Deer in Park" 

(Continued from page 39 ) 

The report in "Northern Notes" further states: 
"The weather is a factor to be considered. This year we have 

less than the normal amount of snow and the temperature is above 
normal. Deer apparently come to the park each winter for pro
tection from the weather. 

"From records gathered last winter it can be assumed that 
about 500 deer died during the winter of 1935-1936. With no 
hunting season in the past, and a hunting season this year, it 
is interesting to see how the deer flocked into the park." 
Farmers Independent 31 December 1936 

Dr. Swanson was the state game biologist during the mid 1930's 
and from 1937 to 1944 was a faculty member of the University of 
Minnesota, and spent every summer during that time teaching at 
the Biology Station. In 1944 he was appointed Professor of Con
servation at Cornell University, a position he held until retire
ment in 1966. The following comments by Dr. Swanson are taken 
from a radio program, 'Conservation and You', which was taped at 
Itasca State Park on July 6, 1966: 
The thing I remember most vividly about Itasca related to the 
white-tailed deer population. My first assignment with the con
servation department was to look into the problem of the deer 
population here at Itasca State Park. Fortunately, we had a CCC 
camp in the Park at that time and it was possible through the 
manpower of the CCC camp, over 200 young men, and using them in 
a deer drive to surround an area, usually a square mile in size, 
and then move through the area and count all the deer as they 
were scared out .•.. This was done a number of times and we found 
a very unusual and very large population, from 45 to 80 deer per 
square .mile. Wildlife experts at that time felt that 15 or at 
the most 20 deer per square mile would be the number at full 
capacity •.•• This was 2 to 5 times too many deer. We tried .••.• 
a number of solutions, none of which really solved the problem. 
Trapping and moving them away was very expensive and unless you 
moved them a long distance they came back . Marked deer taken 
20 miles away came back in just a few days. The only feasible 
method of solving the deer population problem was to have a 
hunting season, which finally occurred in 1945. The difference 
we see today is due to a change in the law which permitted the 
Commissioner of the Department to open the Park to deer hunting 
and the population we see today is within the carrying capacity 
of the forest. 
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"Swimming Contest For CCC Camps at State Park Sunday" 

A sub-district swimming meet for CCC enrollees will be held 
at Lake Itasca Sunday, August 8. Fourteen CCC companies are 
scheduled to compete in events which will include a fifty
yard dash, free style; a fifty-yard dash, back stroke; a 
fifty-yard dash, breast stroke; a 150-yard three-man medley 
race, consisting of back stroke, breast stroke and free style; 
a 200-yard four-man relay race, free stroke; jack-knife dive; 
back-flip dive; optional dive. 

The meet will be held on the beach near the picnic grounds 
opposite Wegmann's store, and will commence at one o'clock. 
No admission will be charged and the public is being invited 
to attend. There is ample parking space. 

The men of Co. 3701 have dismantled the old dock using the 
material to build a safe diving dock, where they have install
ed a new spring board. They have also improved the beach by 
clearing the bottom of the lake of rubbish and weeds. 

M:iny of the men participating in the meet attended a life 
saving school recently held for CCC men at Minneapolis. 
Farmers Independent 5 August 1937 

"October CCC Enrollment Will Give Boys Work Thru Winter" 

The advantages of enrolling in the civilian conservation 
corps during the October enrollment period is being stressed 
by N.A. Larson, county enrolling officer, as state officers 
expect the 'greatest number of enrollees since the inception 
of CCC. County young men will be stationed in camps nearby, 
according to Mr. Larson, and these are among the best camps 
in the state. 

The enrollment period starts Oct. 1, although .anyone inter
ested is urged to see Mr. Larson before that time. At that 
period 'of enrollment will carry the young men through the 
young men through the winter months, providing them with good 
clothing, food, and lodging, and pleasant work, as well as 
numerous educational advantages. 

It is anticipated that the October enrollment will be very 
extensive, and the number of vacancies will be especially 
large in view of the fact that, under the new law all mem
bers of the corps who will have reached their twenty-fourth 
birthday on Sept. 30, and all members who will have had more 
than 18 months total service in the corps on Sept. 30, will 
not be eligible to re-enroll. All "Local Experienced Men" · 
will not be eligible to re-enroll, unless they are eligible 
for reclassification as juniors. September 30 will mark 
the end of an enrollment period, and an undetermined number 
of eligible men will not wish to re-enroll, although they 
may be eligible. 
Farmers Independent 19 August 1937 
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"CCC Camp t-bved to New Location in Itasca" 

The Civilian Conservation Camp, known as SP-1, has recent
ly been moved from its original location near the northwest 
corner of Itasca Park to a new location within the park 
proper, just east of the park headquarters area. Buildings 
from an abandoned CCC camp near Walker were moved to the 
park and re-erected, and some new buildings were built. 
H. V. Zaiser is superintendent of the camp, and Lt. L. R. 
t-bses is in command of Co. 3701 which occupies it. Enroll
ees at the camp, under the supervision of the National Park 
Service, are now making a topographic survey of the Univer
sity Forestry and Biological station area in the park. The 
completed plans will include the relocation of some of the 
present structures, building new ones to house laboratories, 
recitation buildings, students' and instructors' cottages, 
a boat house, dock and bathing beach, gravel walks, establish
ment of an arboraetum, planting and landscaping of the entire 
area. 
Farmers Independent October 1937 

Note - ORGANIZATION OF TYPICAL CCC CAMP 
The camp itself was under control of the army, which was res

ponsible for housing, feeding and clothing and medical care. 
Army personnel consisted of 1st Lieutenant or Captain, Comp

any Commander, Executive or Administrative Officer (1st or 2nd 
Lieutenant), Camp ~ctor (Captain or 1st Lieutenant), Educa
tional Advisor (Civilian employee), Enrollee Army Over-Head 
(Enrollee who worked exclusively for the army). 

Usual company strength was from 190 - 220 enrollees. About 
25 of these were army overhead - the balance were turned over 
to the Forest Service each day for work projects. 
- The basic pay for enrollees was $30. per month - $25. of this 

was paid to enrollees dependents, leaving $5. per month for 
eQ~oLlee's personal use. 

Some enrollees were paid additional for special duties or as 
work leaders or assistant leaders. Assistant leaders were paid 
$36. per month. Leaders were paid $45. per month. 
Army Overhead Positions: 1 - 1st Sergeant or Senior Leader, 
1 - Supply Sergeant, 1 - Mess Sergeant, 2 - First Cooks (2 
shifts), 2 - Second Cooks (2 shifts), 1 - Company Clerk, 
1 - Assistant Educational Advisor, 1 - Maintenance Man, 
1 - Army Truck Driver, 1 - Light Plant Operator, 1 - Third 
Cook, 5-6 Steady K.P's, 5-6 Fuelwood Cutters & Misc., 
1 - Night Guard, 1 - Canteen steward, 1 - Officer's Mess 
steward. 
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"Four CC camps in Itasca Park Area Complete Five Years' Work" 

OPEN HOUSE AT CAMP BUCKBOARD SUNDAY 

camp Buckboard will observe the CCC' s f_ifth anniversary by 
holding "open house" on Sunday, April 3rd. The public is in
vited to visit the camp and inspect it and the work projects. 

Plans are underway to entertain 300 visitors throughout the 
day. Visitors will be greeted at the camp entrance where they 
will be assigned guides who will take them on inspection trips 
around the camp. On the inspection tour the visitors will be 
taken through the mess hall where they will be served doughnuts 
and coffee. 

A continuous motion picture film which deals with the work of 
the CCC in Minnesota will be run during the afternoon. Arrange
ments are being made to obtain a local high school band to fur
nish music during the afternoon. 

Other events during the day will be a outside retreat forma
tion and flag lowering ceremony which will be held at 3:30 p.m. 
Visitors will be taken on inspection trips to several of the 
work projects where the work will be explained by a member of 
the technical staff. Educational and technical exhibits will 
be displayed for the inspection of the public. 

The members of Camp Buckboard cordially invite the people of 
this community and the general public to visit their camp 
Sunday. camp Buckboard is located at £aigle's Mill, fifteen 
miles soutb. and five miles west of Bagley. 

Four conservation camps in the area around Itasca Park are 
celebrating the completion of the fifth year of conservation 
work on the Minnesota State Forests. These are four of the 
eleven camps now operating on the State Forests. 

The camps are S-57, Lovelis Lake at the southwestern corner 
of Itasca Park; S-134, Paul Bunyan located 15 miles north of 
Nevis; S-141, Buckboard Hills, located 20 miles south of Bagley 
and S-98, Wilton, located 3 miles north of Wilton. Of these 
S-57 was one of the originated camps, established in June 1933, 
while S-134 and S-141 were established in the summer of 1934 
and S-98 one year later. 

camps S-57 and S-141 have been accomplishing work on the 
White Earth Forest. About 258,000 man-days of conservation 
work have been expended. ~table among the achievements have 
been the buildings at the Itasca Park Forest Ranger Station, 
the erection of 3 towers, the Lower Rice Lake dam and 325 miles 
of roadside fire hazard reduction. 

camp S-134 has operated on the Paul Bunyan State Forest and 
has similar work for that forest expending more than 110,000 
mandays. A considerable amount of labor has been used at the 

(Continued on page 44) 
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"Four CC Camps in Itasca Park Area Complete Five Years' Work" 

Continued from page 43) 

Badoura State Forest Nursery in the production of seedlings which 
are transplanted in the field for the future forest s . Several 
buildings, including store, houses, modern seed extraction plant 
and office have been constructed. The nursery has been enlarged 
by clearing and breaking new areas, which has increased the 
capacity to 10,000,000 seedlings. The seasonal work of plant
ing, weeding and watering, transplanting, digging and baling 
the seedling for shipment consumes much labor. 

Camp S-98 has operated in the Mississippi Headwaters, Buena 
Vista and Blackduck State Forests. Nearly 80,000 mandays have 
been used in this camp. In spite of having been in operation 
only since July 1935, this camp holds the record for having 
reforested the largest area. Over 2,000 acres have been planted 
with forest seedlings. In addition, 3 lookout towers, 4 patrol 
stations of cabin and warehouse have been constructed. Truck 
trails, roadside hazard reduction, telephone line construction 
and numerous other jobs have been completed. 

~11 the camps have practically completed a forest reconnais
sance of the lands within the forests. A lineal survey to lo
cate and remark old corners has been underway for some time. 
This will preserve the original land survey, the corner posts 
of which were rapidly disappearing. 

'fl:le work of the camps has advanced Minnesota conservation pro
gram years'in the future. The guidance and job training have 
enabled many enrollees to obtain jobs in business and industry. 
The monthly allowance earned by the enrollees and sent to their 
parents have reduced the demands on county and city relief funds. 

"Another CCC Enrollment for County is Now in Progress" 

A regular enrollment drive for young men who wish to enter 
civilian conservation corps camps is now under way in Clearwater 
county, according to N.A. Larson, enrolling officer. The en
rollment drive will end April 6, so any boys who are interested 
are urged to get in touch with Mr. Larson immediately. 

A larger quota from this county than in several of the recent 
enrollments is expected. The enrollment period is for six 
months, and the boys are to be stationed at the Wilton camp, one 
of the best in this part of the state. 
Farmers Independent 31 March 1938 

Note - At this time, only young men whose families were on 
relief were eligible to join the Civilian Conservation Corps. 
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"Former CCC camp Near Park is Available for Use" 

The old CCC camp near Itasca state park is now available as a 
camp grounds to various county and local 4-H clubs and other 
youth organization, and also to adult organizations in the terri
tory surrounding the park. The camp is offered for recreational 
purposes through the unified efforts of the Farm Bureau organiza
tions of Hubbard, cass, Beltrami and Clearwater counties. 

A committee consisting of the president of the Farm Bureau or
ganizations of each of the four counties was selected as a gen
eral management committee to regulate use of the camp through 
the summer months. 

The committee anticipates that other counties within a reason
able distance of the camp site may wish to have excess (sic) to the 
camp. M. F. Weaver, president of the Hubbard county Farm Bureau, 
and chairman of the committee, states that the committee is 
highly in favor of letting the camp out to any county 4-H organ
ization or any other youth or adult organization of an educa
tional or recreational nature. 

"Itasca Park CCC Adviser is Fatally Burned Last Saturday" 

H. R. Knapp, 44, educational adviser at CCC camp 3701, Lake 
Itasca, passed away at the Bemidji Lutheran hospital about 4:30 
o'clock Sunday morning from third degree burns suffered Saturday 
afternoon at his cabin near the CCC camp when a gasoline stove 
exploded and set his clothing afire. 

Although··the cabin was destroyed by the fire which followed 
the ·explosion of the stove, Mr. Knapp's mother, widow and a small 
child, all of whom were in the cabin, escaped. Gasoline sprayed 
over Mr. Knapp's clothing and before he could be rescued he had 
suffered burns so severe that death followed about 12 hours 
later. 

The Knapp family home was near Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Farmers Independent 30 June 1938 

A veteran's camp from camp Sibley is coming into the CCC camp 
at the park on Oct. 2. The CCC boys will be transferred to 
other camps. 
Farmers Independent 22 October 1938 

Note - At this time, the CCC camp was converted to a veterans 
camp and was commonly called a VCC or Veterans Conservation 
corps camp. The camp number SP-1 (Company 3701) was changed to 
SP-19 (Company 1785). Captain R. E. Williams, U. S. Army, was 
the Commanding Officer in charge of the camp with H. V. Zaiser 
the superintendent in charge of the work projects. 
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"New Campground Building at Itasca" 

Next summer's campers at Itasca State Park will have the use 
of a new building now under construction there which will pro
vide all the comforts of home, according to Harold W. Lathrop, 
director of the Division of State Parks. 

The new combination camp building will be a log structure 
24 x 67 feet, with kitchen, rest rooms, laundry, and shower baths. 

The new building is being built with Works Progress Administra
tion labor from the camp located at the park, and it is expected 
that it will be ready for use during the coming season. 
Farmers Independent 2 March 1939 

"New Fore st Inn at Douglas Lodge" 

Construction has been started on a large new log building to 
replace the old Forest Inn at Douglas Lodge, Itasca State Park, 
according to Harold W. Lathrop, director of the division of 
state parks. 

The new building will house a souvenir as well as a refectory 
and the post office. In addition, the new building will contain 
a kitchen, lunch room, rest rooms, and a public shelter. Work 
on the new building is being done with Civilian Conservation Corps 
labor in cooperation with the division of state parks. 
Farmers Independent 9 March 1939 

Note - The original Forest Inn at Itasca State Park was construct
ed in 1919. It was located about mid-way between the present 
Forest Inn ·and D::Juglas Lodge, about in the center of the west 
parking area. The blueprints for the present Forest Inn, dated 
I:ecember 2, 1938, show the old Forest Inn building with the label, 
"Existing Forest Inn (to be removed). " According to John D::Jbie, 
author of The Itasca Story ( 1959), "The new building is a more 
practical building than the old log one, but it is not as warm 
and friendly. " The original Forest Inn was approximately 71 x 
43 feet in size and was similar in construction to the Club House 
of the D::Juglas Lodge complex. Forest Inn, considered by many to 
be one of the finest examples of the CCC construction projects, 
was designed by the "Minnesota Design Office". All plans and 
blueprints for the Forest Inn project carry the inscription, 
"United states Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 
co-operating with State of Minnesota, Department of Conservation, 
Division of state Parks. " The plans were drawn by V. C. Martin, 
E. W. Barber, and Averill, approved by Harold Lathrop (Director 
of Parks at that time) and field checked by Hugo Zaiser (Super
intendent of the National Park Service staff at Itasca's CCC 
Camp S. P. 19). Buildings similar to Forest Inn, can be found 
in many parks throughout the United States, all the result of 
the National Park Service influence on building design during the 
CCC days. 
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"Itasca Park Deer Getting Feed from State and Others" 

Despite rumors to the contrary deer at Itasca state park are 
getting considerable feed this winter not only from the state but 
from individuals. 

Last Sunday six Ada sportsmen brought to the park another load • 
of oats and, with snowshoes and toboggan, took some around to 
feed stations and left the rest there to be fed later. These six 
individuals have so far this winter contributed 166 bushels 
(5312 pounds) of oats for the park deer, and also about a thousand 
pounds of other feed. 

The state has been feeding hay to the deer all winter. Heavy 
snows have made it difficult to get the feed to the deer, and 
difficult for the deer to move around. 

There have been reports that many deer have died at the park 
during this winter, but from reliable informants it is known 
that the death rate this winter has been about normal, consider
ing the fact that there are a great many deer in the park. A 
deer's life span is considered to be about ten to fifteen years, 
and from natural causes alone it would be expected that quite a 
number of the large herd would die. 
Farmers Independent 9 March 1939 

·-

"Starving Deer in Itasca Park" 

Picture of five 
deer 

These five deer, all picked up within a radius of 300 feet in 
Itasca State Park, are reported to have died of starvation. 
Heavy snows this winter have made it difficult for the deer to 
get around and likewise difficuit to get feed to the deer. 

The cause of the death of many of the park deer is the subject 
of a controversy, many contending that the death rate is about 
normal and that the deaths are due to natural causes, while 
others contend the deer are starving to death. 

"Starving Deer Nothing to Be Alarmed About?" 

Starving of deer in Itasca State Park failed to alarm Dr. 
Raymond L. Ditmars of New York, famed animal expert and curator 
of the New York zoo, on his arrival in Minneapolis last Thurs
day to speak at the University of Minnesota convocation. 

"It may be that there are too many deer in this country," Dr. 
Ditmars said when informed Minnesota sportsmen are now campaign
ing for feed to keep starving deer alive in Itasca Park. "Some 
naturalists believe there are more deer in this country now than 
there were in pioneer times. Conservation can be overdone." 
Farmers Independent 16 March 1939 
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"Here the Mighty Mississippi Begins to Flow ..... " 

Picture of 
Mississippi River 

"Here 1475 feet above the ocean the Mighty Mississippi begins 
to flow on its winding way 2552 miles to the Gulf of Mexico." 

So reads the marker erected at the source of the Mississippi 
River, Clearwater county's most historical spot and greatest 
tourist attraction, in Itasca State Park. 

CCC boys working in Itasca park have made the source of the 
Mississippi the beauty spot that it is today, cleaning out much 
of the weeds and grass that formerly almost hid the river's 
source, filling the mud bottom of the tiny source with sand and 
rocks and erecting the marker. 

Thousands of tourists seek out this spot every summer and the 
marker has been photographed more times possibly than any his
torical sign board in the whole northwest. 
Farmers Independent 29 June 1939 

ROOSEVELT TO ROBERT FECHNER, DIRECTOR, EMERGENCY CONSERVATION WORK 

Dear Mr. Fechner: I have been greatly interested and encouraged 
by the fine report of your visits to C. C. C. camps in many parts of 
the country. 

This kind of work must go on. I believe that the nation feels 
that the work of these young men is so thoroughly justified and, 
in additio~, the benefits to the men themselves are so clear 
that the actual annual cost will be met without much opposition 
or much complaint. Very sincerely yours, 

[Franklin D. Roosevelt] 
(From: Franklin D. Roosevelt & Conservation:1911-1945, page 329) 

Note - The following message can be found on a bronze plaque 
next to campsite X-16, Pine Ridge Campgrounds: 

0 

c 

In Memoriam 
ROBERT C. FECHNER 

1876 - 1939 
First Director of the 

CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS 
From 1933 - 1939 

Mr. Fechner Visited This Camp 
June 6, 1939 

Tablet Placed By Members of 
c.c.c. Company 1785 

World War Veterans 

0 

c 

As Director of the Civilian Conservation Corps, Robert Fechner 
visited many of the camps and thereby developed an understanding 
for the problems, projects, etc., of the operation. 
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"Fall-Winter CCC Program Outlined" 

One of 42 Camps in the State 
Will Be Located in Clearwater County 

One of the 42. CCC camps that will be operated this fall and 
winter in Minnesota, will be located in Clearwater county, it 
was announced th is week in St. P~ul , by Walter W. Finke, director 
of the Division of Social Welfare. 

At the same time, C. S. Rondestvedt, state CCC enrollment 
supervisor, announced that a new enrollment period will start 
October 1, and continue for 20 days, during which time applica
tions will be received to fill the state's 1939 fall quota of 
2,178 junior enrollees. 

Information as to who can enroll can be obtained at the Wel
fare office in the Court House at Bagley. Mr. Rondestvedt em
phasized that there is no militarism in CCC. 

The Clearwater county camp is Itasca State Park Camp (SP-19) 
located in the park 27 miles north of Park Rapids. Two other 
camps in that area are located in Hubbard county. 

A maximum of approximately 8,400 CCC enrollees will continue 
their work in conservation this fall and winter. 

In announcing the 1939-40 program, Mr. Rondestvedt emphasized 
the fact that the CCC program is operated on a strictly civilian 
basis. ''With the outbreak of European war," he said, ''we have 
received several inquiries as to whether the CCC is a military 
or even a semi-military organization. As always, the CCC re
mains strictly a civilian organization. We are seeking to build 
men, not soldiers. The only discipline taught is self-discipline. 
The boys get no military training. We have no guns, no drills, 
no parade · grounds - nothing like that. A young man in the CCC 
is no more liable for military service than he would be if he was 
lounging on a street corner. They would be eligible for draft 
in time of war, if we have a draft, but only in and from their 
home districts. There certainly will be no drafting of the CCC 
as a body. There is nothing in our enrollment regulations, in 
the state the boys sign - in anything - which provides for mili
tary service either in war or peace time." 
Farmers Independent 28 September 1939 

Note - By 1937, 20% of the CCC enrollees severed his connection 
with the corp illegally. Director Fechner ordered a study to 
determine reasons, but the high desertion rates continued during 
the remaining years of the CCC. At the same time, the world 
situation brought about an increasing demand for military train
ing. The Gallup Poll of 1936 indicated 50% in favor of military 
training in the CCC's, by 1938, 75% supported it and by 1939, 
90% approved. On September, 1940, the education program of the 
CCC was officially diverted towards fulfilling the needs of mili
tary preparedness. 
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"CC Camps Seek 2, 500 Enrollees Before July 20" 

Between July 1 and 20, administrators of the CCC camps in 
Minnesota will enroll 2,500 young men, it was announced this week 
at the St. Paul Office of the Division of Social Welfare by C. S. 
Rondestvedt, supervisor of CCC selection. Before July 1, inter
ested young men are asked to contact the office of their county 
welfare board to obtain details and file an application. 

Rondestvedt emphasized that the non-military nature of the 
camps, established at the beginning of the program, will be 
maintained. "The only change," he explained, "is that in co
ordinating our work with plans for national defense, the boys 
in the camps will be given additional opportunities to prepare 
themselves for non-combatant activities." 

"Such training always has been a part of the CCC program. The 
boys have been taught a wide variety of mechanics, especially in 
the field of motor transportation. Under the expanded plan, 
facilities for this training will be greatly expanded. This will 
place them in just that much better position to obtain regular 
employment when they complete the course. Already there is a 
movement on foot to register all trained CCC enrollees with the 
State Employment Service, so that all who have developed their 
mechanical abilities will be listed for work in the skilled 
trades in which they have received training." 

To be eligible, young men must be between the ages of 17 and 23, 
be in need of work but not necessarily on relief, be in good 
physical condition and have a good moral record. 

"CCC Changes Ruling As Job Prospects Rise" 

The Civilian Conservation Corps hereafter will enroll sons of 
parents not on relief, if the boys are unemployed and actually 
need jobs. 

Better employment conditions have reduced applications for CCC 
work and therefore it was decided to drop the previous require
ments enrollees come from relief families. 
Farmers Independent 27 June 1940 

"Old Stockade at Itasca Park M:ikes Way for Parking Space" 

The old stockade in Itasca State Park that played an important 
part in the historic pageants has been removed to make a larger 
parking area at the head waters of the Mississippi River. 
- Next year it will be possible to accommodate 500 cars. The new 
parking area is so designed that should the proposed Mississippi 
Parkway Drive become a reality a fitting terminal will be at the 
headwaters in Itasca State Park. 
Farmers Independent 7 November 1940 
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"Seek Continuation of CCC Camp at Itasca State Park" 

Continuation of CCC camps at Itasca, Cottonwood River and Jay 
Cooke State Parks was requested of the National Parks Service 
by the Department of Conservation this week. Projects planned 
by the Department of Conservation range in length from two to 
five years. Federal expenditures average $200,000 per camp per 
year. 

At Itasca continuation of the camp means completion of the 
parking area at the headwaters of the Mississippi river, ex
tension of the picnic area and improvement of the bathing beach 
and bath houses. 
Farmers Independent 2 January 1941 

"CCC' s Developing Forest Resources" 

Ten CCC camps are developing Minnesota's state forest resources 
in cooperation with the Department of Conservation. 

Work plans for each camp are made up by the Division of Forestry 
for each six-month period. These work periods coincide with the 
seasons. The present period work plans consist of work that can 
be accomplished during the winter season. 

The camps are now working on hazard reduction, building con
struction, timber surveys, deer banding, winter lake surveys, 
lineal surveys, timber stand improvement and beaver census. 

The objective of the Department is to develop the timber re
sources of. the forest and to prevent fires. The following was 
completed from July 1, 1939 to June 30, 1940: 

Fire fighting, 30,723 man-days. 
Constructed 168 miles of telephone lines. 
Maintained 840 miles of telephone lines. 
Constructed 14 miles of firebreaks. 
Constructed 4 lookout towers and 92 buildings. 
Constructed 120 miles of fire protection roads. 
Maintained 1 ,811 miles of fire protection roads. 
Constructed 7.2 miles of foot trails. 
Constructed 7 dams. 
Planted 4,794 acres of land. 
Expended 70,626 man-days on surveys. 
Expended 19,871 man-days on wild life projects. 
Expended 34,646 man-days on site improvement, sewer systems, 

water loading docks and sign construction. 
Expended 28,235 man-days on nursery work, growing trees for 

reforestation. 
Farmers Independent 9 January 1941 
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"New CCC Class Starts April 1 " 

Another CCC enrollment will be open to Minnesota young men be
ginning April 1 and continuing 20 days, according to an announce
ment made at St. Paul this week by W. Finke, director of the div
ision of social welfare. 

During the 20 days period selectees will be sent to camps to 
replace those who have left to take private employment, as a 
result of the training received in the camps. 

Training facilities are being extended and include on-the-job 
instruction, supplemented by class work in camp schools and, in 
many cases, vocational courses at nearby local schools. Practi
cal training is to be had in auto mechanics, blacksmithing, 
blasting, blue print reading, concrete construction, electrical 
repair, metal work, radio, telephone construction and mainten
ance, and welding. Vocational training includes operation of 
heavy automotive equipment, cooking, baking, commercial training, 
agriculture and conservation work. 

Enrollment is open to any young man, between 17 and 23 years of 
age who is unemployed and in need of employment. 'nle boys earn 
$30 a month plus food, clothing and medical care. In addition to 
the spending money paid each month, at least $7 per month will be 
placed on deposit to be paid at the time the enrollee leaves the 
CCC. 
Farmers Independent 20 March 1941 

Note - That . the CCC program could have an educational purpose was 
first proposed on May 18, 1933, by W. Frank Person, director of 
selection for the CCC program and the Dept. of iabor representa
tive on the CCC Advisory Council. In a widely circulated plan, 
Person proposed an educational counselor for each camp and close 
cooperation with the university extension services. The U. S. 
Army, responsible for operating the camps, was in strong opposi
tion to any proposal to include educational work as part of the 
CCC program. Opposition by the U. s. Army slowed things up a 
bit, but on November 2, 1933, Fechner adopted an education plan 
calling for a director of education, an education co-ordinator 
for each of the nine Corps Areas and a camp education advisor 
with two enrollee assistants in each camp. The record speaks for 
itself---by June, 1937, over 35,000 illiterates had been taught 
to read and write, more than a thousand had gained high school 
diplomas and thirty nine had received college degrees with thou
sands completing courses covering the entire spectrum of voca
tional and academic topics. Although always controversial, the 
expanded educational programs in the CCC camps provided an out
standing service to the enrollees and. nation. 
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"New Forest Inn at Itasca Park One of Finest in America" 

Picture of 
Forest Inn 

Forest Inn has two long wings to either side of the main en
trance. The right hand wing, in the foreground of this picture, 
is a beautiful recreation room with a huge fireplace, comfort
able seats, and an organ. In the center portion of the building 
is a fountain and bar, with tables and chairs for serving soft 
drinks and ice cream. To the left of the main entrance is the 
Trading Post and postoffice, filled with a large supply of sou
venirs and Indian articles. The inn is ideally situated among 
the huge pines, near Douglas Lodge. Its stone and rustic con
struction are of the finest, and the lighting fixtures are par
ticularly excellent. 

Picture of 
Superintendent's Home 

The superintendent's home is modern in every respect, and be
cause of its construction looks smaller than it actually is. 
The horizontal boards are of plank, and the upper walls of board 
and batten construction, all stained a beautiful brown. All 
windows open out, with the screens on the interior. M:>st of the 
interior is finished in pine panelling. It contains a living 
room, dining room, kitchen, bath, and three bedrooms, full base
ment. A little work remains to be done on the home, and very 
little ' landscap~ng is done as yet, but will be completed soon. 
In winter often as many as 25 deer congregate in the front yard. 

Picture of 
Office Building 

The new office building is located conveniently near the high
way, and is also of the plank and board-and-batten construction, 
insulated and with full basement and modern fixtures. It contains 
the superintendent's office, the telephone office, and the rear 
half of the building is a dandy apartment for the two telephone 
operators. 
Farmers Independent 26 June 1941 
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"New Forest Inn at Itasca Park One of Finest in America" 

Park Superintendent's Home and Office Building 
Also New This Year 

Forest Inn, the new native stone and log building which has 
just been opened near Douglas lodge at Itasca state park, is re
garded by federal and state park officials as one of the finest 
examples of architecture in any park in the nation. While it al
ready has attracted many visitors, possibly the largest crowd of 
the summer will see it next Sunday at the open air mass which 
will be a post Eucharistic Congress event, and is expected to 
attract some 14,000 Catholics from all over the nation. 

First of the three new buildings to be completed was the fine 
new home into which Park Superintendent and Mrs. Andie Peterson 
moved last Dec.1, and in final stages of construction now is the 
new office building located near the superintendent's home. 

With Itasca state park becoming more popular each year, despite 
discontinuance of the park pageants, a program has been laid out 
which will extend over the next five years. These three build
ings, and a couple of public rest rooms, are the main items on 
the program, but it is likely that one more building will be 
started perhaps next summer. 

Forest Inn replaced the old trading post, near Douglas lodge, 
which has now been torn down and the site is being landscaped. 
Douglas lodge, incidentally, is located in Clearwater county 
and Forest·.Inn just across the line in Hubbard county. 

The huge building was about two and a half years in the making, 
with all labor done by the approximately 200 members of the 
veterans' CCC camp located in the park. This group of men has 
become expert at stone .masonry and carpenter work and under able 
supervision has completed some unusually beautiful buildings. 

The new inn, like Douglas lodg·e, is operated by Martin Dunn. 
Each year quite a few girls and some young men from this and 
Beltrami counties find interesting employment at the lodge and 
inn, as well as other park resorts. 

Supt. and Mrs. Andie Peterson have now lived in their new resi
dence almost seven months. Both it and the new office building 
are located across the road east from the old office and living 
quarters. 

With the fourth of July and summer months coming up, visitors 
at the park must be reminded of two of the park regulations 
which must be enforced. First, no fireworks of any kind are per
mitted within Itasca or any state park. The reason for this is 
obvious , and the ruling will be enforced strictly this year. 
Another park regulation is that no dog which is not kept on a 
leash will be permitted within the park. 

(Continued on page 55) 
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"New Forest Inn at Itasca Park One of Finest in America" 

(Continued from page 54) 

D.lring the last week the road through the park has been tarred, 
and i~ expected to be in good shape for next Sunday. Some work 
is being done at the camp grounds, and the picnic grounds which 
are used to the fullest extent are in good shape now. 

Work on an addition to the picnic grounds to the east of the 
present site, along the lake shore, is now being done. t-bst of 
the fill is complete and it will be seeded and tables and fire
places installed. In the center of the new grounds it is plan
ned to later build a long building which at either end will have 
rest rooms, and in the center portion a concession will be oper
ated. 
Farmers Independent 26 June 1941 

Note - L-uring the construction of Forest Inn, U. W. Hella, who 
later became Director of State Parks, was the North Regional 
Supervisor for Minnesota state Parks. He was involved in the 
development of projects (mostly CCC, WPA, NYA) in the state 
parks located in the northern half of the state and recalls the 
following items regarding Forest Inn: 

The site for Forest Inn was somewhat controversial at the 
time. The Director of State Parks, Harold Lathrop, invited 
Theodore Wirth, the superintendent of the Minneapolis Park 
system to provide help in solving this problem. Lathrop had 
worked under Wirth for many years and when Governor Floyd B. 
Olson was about to appoint the first state Park Director, he 
turned to Theodore Wirth who recommended Lathrop for the posi
tion. Thus, the Forest Inn site was actually selected by 
71leodore Wirth, and without controversy, the location was appro
ved. 

The stones for Forest Inn are local stones, hauled in and cut 
to shape on site. It often required two or three attempts to 
get the correct size and shape from the field stones. The cut
stones for the walk-ways were scrap pieces from the quarries 
and stone-works of the St. Cloud area. 

(Continued on page 56) 
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(Continued from page 55) 

711e stone working crew, all World War I veterans, had gained 
their experience working on a number of projects at Sibley 
state Park. When the· Sibley projects were completed, the en
tire company was transferred to Itasca State Park. About 
thirty men of this company had experience in stone work, having 
constructed eleven stone structures at Sibley State Park in
cluding a beach-house, manager's house, campground s~elter 
building, sanitation buildings and water towers. Of this stone 
working group, about eight of the crew members did the actual 
laying of the stone, the others were engaged in locating, haul
ing and helped in chipping the stones to the correct size and 
shape. 

Once while the stone work on the east end of Forest Inn was 
being set, Hella noticed a just completed section which had a 
continuous horizontal joint running almost the entire length of 
the wall. This had to be broken-up, a job that 'bnly required 
six or eight hours •.• but they had nothing else to do anyway". 
7b make this stonework look rustic and random required a great 
deal of planning and skill. 

711e overall building design, pattern for the stone-work and 
unique lighting fixutres was the work of Ed W. Barber. The 
iron-work for the light fixtures and doors was made by John 
Wiberg, the blacksmith foreman at the CCC camp. When the CCC 
camp at Scenic State Park closed in the late 1930's, Hugo 
Zaiser (CCC camp superintendent in charge of projects) made 
sure that select crew members, such as Mr. Wiberg, was trans
ferred to the Itasca camp. 

Ole Evenson, from the Bigfork area, was the log-man for the 
Forest Inn project. The logs came from the park and were cut 
to shape on site. The wall logs were pine but some of the 
rafter logs were balsam fir. The log design was th·e work of 
the ''minnesota Design Office" (Ed W. Barber's staff) which in 
reality was the National° Park Service office in st. Paul. This 
office employed four to five people to draw plans and provide 
the technical information for the various buildings being con
structed by the Civilian Conservation Corps, Work Progress Ad
ministration and the National Youth Administration throughout 
Minnesota. 
Additional Note - One external change in the appearance of 
Forest Inn was made in the 1970's when the rafter logs, which 
extended about six inches beyond the roof edge were cut back. 
711e original design gave the structure a more rustic appear
ance but with water draining directly on the exposed rafter ends, 
they had during the previous 35 years, rotted back a foot or 
more. The rotted ends were cut back to solid wood and wood 
blocks attached to the rafter ends and carefully cut down to 
match the diameter of the rafter. 
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"NYA Itasca Park Project Is Again in Operation" 

After a short temporary suspension, the National Youth Admini
stration has renewed operations on the construction of the Itasca 
State Park Limnological Laboratory. This project employes appro
ximately 40 boys in the vicinity of Shevlin, Solway, Lake George, 
Lake Itasca and LaPorte, under the supervision of Grant rtNiel. 
The building is a two-story frame structure and will house a lab
oratory for the Department of Forestry, University of Minnesota, 
for the study of water plant life. This project is a part of a 
general University area improvement program which will be sponsor
ed by the University of Minnesota and executed through the National 
Youth Administration out-of-school program. 

Youth interested in employment on this project may make applica
tion at the North School in Bemidji, Mr. Folkestad at Park Rapids 
or directly to Mr. McNeil at the University Experiment station, 
Itasca State Park. This building is one of three laboratories of 
its kind in the United States and when completed will furnish the 
experimental station at the park with very complete facilities 
for this type of educational training. Dr. F. Schantz-Hanson of 
Cloquet is the director of this experimental station as well as 
one at Cloquet. 

"CCC Is Now Conducting Special Enrollment" 

The CCC is now conducting a special enrollment of junior appli
cants. Until November 1, qualified men between the ages of 17 
and 23 ~ , have an opportunity to participate in CCC activities, 
which include attendance in classes in such defense training as 
sheet metal, welding, radio, cooking and baking, motor mechanics, 
and tractor operation. 

These classes will open shortly after November 1 in the CCC 
camps in Minnesota. Wages paid are $30 a month, plus maintenance. 

Complete details can be obtained at the County Welfare Board in 
Bagley. 
Farmers Independent 23 September 1941 
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"Forest Fire Is Serious Threat" 

Due to the national emergency with so many men leaving for 
military service, the division of forestry no doubt will be 
short of man power for fire fighting during the coming year. 
During the past eight years, CCC and WPA have furnished ade
quate labor in fire control work but due to the reduction in 
CCC camps and WPA, man power from this source will not be avail
able. 

r:x.iring the war emergency, the saving of our natural resources 
from wasteful destruction is of vital importance. Not the least 
of these is the protection of our remaining timber resources 
which plays such an important part in the lives of all of us and 
in the defense of our nation. 

Remember - For Defense, Prevent Fires. 
Farmers Independent 2 April 1942 

"N. Y. A. Boys Complete Project at Lake Itasca" 

A crew of 16 boys employed on an NYA project under the direction 
of Mr. Grant McNeil have just completed the construction of a Lim
nological laboratory building in the U. of M. area at Itasca State 
Park. This building, of frame and stone construction, will house 
summer school classes in water, plant, and animal life under the 
direction of Dr. Schantz-Hansen, state director, U. of M. Forestry 
Experimental Stations, Cloquet, Minnesota. 

This building is one of four of its kind in the United States 
and will greatly enhance the value of the Itasca Park Station 
for summer study. All the labor involved in this construction 
has been performed by youth who are between the ages of 17 and 25, 
employed on the NYA for 80 hours per month at a monthly wage of 
$20.80. Approximately 75 boys have received training in general 
carpentry during the operation of this project. 

The structure is situated on the banks of Lake Itasca amidst a 
setting of spruce and birch trees in such a manner that both the 
basement and first floor are accessible from the ground level. 
The basement is of cut field stone exterior with a concrete floor 
and knotty pine interior. The first floor is of rough wood sid
ing exterior and knotty pine interior. The building is fitted with 
built-in sinks, cabinets, and other laboratory facilities either 
constructed or installed by the NYA youth. 

Classes were previously held in an old building on the grounds. 
This building will be converted for other purposes. 
Farmers Independent 30 April 1942 

Note - On June 30, 1942, the Civilian Conservation Corps official
ly ended. Camps were closed and the buildings sold, demolished 
or moved. Many of the buildings of Itasca·· s CCC camp were ship
ped to Alaska where they were used during World War II. 
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ROOSEVELT TO HAROLD D. SMITH, DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF THE BUDGET 
{Washington] June 17, 1942 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUDGET: I wish you would 
make it clear, on my behalf, to the Appropriations Committee in 
the Senate that the elimination of the CCC will call for a 
wholly separate appropriation to take its place in two of the 
CCC activities. 

The first is the need for forest fire protection, especially 
on the Pacific Coast and back as far as the Rockies, where we 
must guard against Japanese incendiary bombs and incendiary fires 
during the dry season. This is an essential for our national 
future. 

The second is the building of roads and other facilities for 
camps. These have to be built by someone and I shall have to 
ask for a special appropriation to let the work out by contract 
instead of having it done by the CCC. 

Make it clear that the abolishing of the CCC saves the nation 
no money. 

F.D.R. 

The Civilian Conservation Corps had at this time 158 camps 
working on military reservations, 42 more camps were about to 
be assigned to similar work, and 150 camps were to be assigned 
to forest protection. CCC Director McEntee estimated that to do 
this indispensable work with other labor would cost $125,000,000. 
Since the CCC budget caLled for $80, 000, 000, abolishing the 
agency would cost the Government $45,000,000. 

(From: Franklin D. Roosevelt & Conservation: 1911-1945, page 557) 

Note - This memo is the final item in the F.D.R. papers relating 
to the C. C. C. 

Nine years and three months after it had been created the 
Civilian Conservation Corps came to an ed on June 30, 1942, and 
began the task of discharging its personnel and disposing of its 
assets to the army. 

The CCC was a grand experiment. If it did not solve all the 
problems of the nation's youthful poor, neither is there justice 
in demanding perfection from it in a time when so few social 
institutions worked any better, if at all. It was the first 
genuine effort by an American government to undertake, on a 
massive scale, a basically practical and anti-ideological pro
gram for its dispossessed youth. 

(From: The Soil Soldiers, The Civilian Conservation Corps in 
the Great Depression, by Leslie Alexander Lacy, pages 208, 209) 
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Newly Constructed Cabin Burns 

In 1937 Donald Gilman, a young Atwater, Minnesota dentist, 
attended a Scoutmaster school at the University Forestry & 
Biological Station in Itasca State Park. He found that the 
state was building new cabins near the station. After his 
marriage to Donna Samstad on July 23, 1938, he and his bride 
planned to spend their honeymoon at one of these cabins, while 
he again attended the scouting school. It was a lovely log 
cabin , complete with furniture, dishes and linens. 

On a lovely summer evening several days after their arrival, 
they took a boat trip on the lake. When they returned several 
hours later, a large excited group at the dock informed them 
that their cabin had burned . TI'ley hurried back to the cabin 
to f i nd all their clothes and bedding wet and strewn about in 
the mud outside. Ille inside was full of water and completely 
gutted. Nothing was left except the clothes they were wearing. 
Donna's purse with a considerable sum of money and Don's watch 
were on the mantle and they were gone. Ille caretaker furnished 
another nearby cabin for the remainder of their stay. TI'leir 
car parked close to the cabin had been moved away and was un
damaged. 

Ille next morning they drove to Brainard to replace some of 
their clothes and necessities. Donna remembers buying a new 
print dress for $1.98. But when you are on your honeymoon it 
takes a lo~. to dampen your spirits so they entered into the 
camp activities and enjoyed the balance of their stay. 

An investigation a few days later revealed that the cabin, 
built by the CCC boys, had been supplied with pennies and 
pieces of tin foil in place of electrical fuses. Ille Gilmans 
were the first occupants, and they remembered that when they 
left the lights flickered several times. 

Ille state carried no insurance and at the next session of the 
legislature, with the help of Senator Harry Wahlstrand, they 
sought reimbursement for their loss, but with no success. 
After forty-six years they can still remember the odor of the 
two suitcases of burned clothes they carried up the steps of 
the state capitol to present their evidence. 

Dr. Gilman practiced for forty-six years in Atwater, the 
United States Army and Willmar before retiring in 1981. He 
and Donna reside at 916 Rice Avenue, Willmar, Minnesota, and 
have two daughters and four grandchildren. 
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The Old Timers Cabin 

One of the early CCC construction projects was the Old Timers 
cabin located along the Dr. Roberts Trail. This building was 
featured in Park Structures and facilities, 1935, a publication 
of the Branch of Planning of the National Park Service. This 
book features a photograph of each building described, along with 
its floor plan and some interesting comments. In addition to a 
5 x 7 photograph, the following material was published regarding 
this "One Room Cabin". 

FLOOR. PLAN 
Sc~le.~··1•0· 

Only the sworn statement of one who is well informed, to the 
effect .that this cabin was built . from wind-falls and not cut 
timber, permits conservationists to show this cabin here. 
Almost humorous in its scale, it is far from that as a reminder 
of magnificent forests all but extinct. As a relic of the days 
when trees were trees, this cabin can inspire us to firm resolu
tion to permit them to be so again in the long term future. 
Somewhere between the scale of this log work and the spindling 
scale of the majority of present day log structures is the 
happy and satisfying medium that is too infrequently seen. TI1e 
random informality of the axe-hewn log ends contributes greatly 
to the naive charm of this little building. 
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Tilroughout the Civilian Conservation Corps era, a newspaper 
called Happy Days was published out of the Daily News Building 
in Washington~C. Tilis paper featured articles regarding 
various aspects of the CCC program, including proposed, on
going and completed projects. It also published articles and 
poems written by the CCC enrollees. Regarding the Happy Days 
publication, President Roosevelt wrote, "It has aided in iiiak'ing 
the men of the CCC conscious that they are doing good, useful 
work and proud of the fact they are doing it." 

Tile following item, written by a CCC enrollee, was originally 
printed in Happy Days. 

Stumps 

I hope that I shall never see, 
A stump outside the CCC; 
A stump whose wiry roots are found 
Deep in the earth's tenacious ground. 
A stump at which I slave away, 
All during a torrid summer day, 
stumps are dug by guys like me 
And others in the CCC. 
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