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The PEOPLE ·' 
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PROBLEMS 
and CHALLENGES 

Prepared by 
BECKER COUNTY EXTENSION COMMITTEE 

and COUNTY STUDY PLANNING COMMITTEES 



Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 
August 1961 

To the People of Becker County: 

This report represents the thought 
and work of about 130 people in Becker 
County who cooperated in a county-wide 
study. The help of these people is sin
derely appreciated. Our gratitude is also 
extended to the Detroit Lakes Chamber 
of Commerce, who cooperated by spon
soring the dinner for the first meeting 
of the study committee, and to the many 
others who provided information or 
assisted in other ways. 

While the committee reports will 
serve as a guide for future county Ex
tension work, not all problems can be 
solved by educational efforts alone. In 
certain instances, the recommendations 
require action-- action obtainable only 
through organized effort by interested 
citizens. 

You are urged to study this report 
carefully and to take part in the pro
grams that will serve you or your com
munity to the greatest advantage. 

Respectfully, 

The Becker County Extension 
Committee 
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Foreword 

Tremendous changes have taken place in agriculture. The 
more obvious ones --mechanization, investment requirements, 
marketing, and resource use -- continue to have their impact 
on all the farm families in this agricultural county. 

Since widespread changes in agriculture affect all people, 
the Becker County Extension Committee decided to undertake a 
county-wide study planning program. People from each part of 
the county were selected to take part. 

The first meeting of this Becker County Study Planning 
Committee was on November 3, 1960. The purpose of the study 
was reviewed and discussed and the group decided to divide the 
undertaking into five major areas. These areas are: Farm 
Business, Natural Resources, Community Development and 
Public Mfairs, Family Living, and Youth. Each committee, 
with the help of subcommittees, made a fairly detailed study of 
their area before making their report. 

Sources of information used in this study included local 
people, staff members of the University of Minnesota, the Min
nesota, the Minnesota Conservation Department, the State and 
Federal Livestock and Crop Reporting Service, publications by 
these agencies, and official census reports. More detailed in
formation concerning sources is included with the individual 
committee reports. 

The consolidated committee reports, with historical and 
background material included in them, are intended to serve as 
a guide for an improved agriculture, more effective community 
development programs, and better family living experiences 
for the people of Becker C~unty. 
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Background Information 

County Cooperative Extension Work 

The County Cooperative Extension Service is an educational 
arm of both the United States Department of Agriculture and the 
University of Minnesota-- a land-grant college. It is also a 
three-way partnership between those two institutions and the 
county. All share in financing the county Extension service, 
whose purpose is to interpret results of research in agricul
ture, home economics, and related subjects to the people of 
the county. A wide range of educational programs are conduct
ed to enable both adults and young people to achieve objectives 
set forth in yearly programs. All this is planned with the help 
of the local governing group -- the County Cooperative Exten
sion Committee. 

Extension Highlights in Becke.r County 

Becker County's first County Agricultural Extension Agent, 
H. A. Nelson, began work on March 11, 1918, 4 years after 
the Smith-Lever Act (creating the Cooperative Extension Ser
vice) was passed by Congress. The work was discontinued for 
a few years following July 1, 1923. Other men who served as 
county agents before this were E. C. Johnson and Ben Picka. 
Their programs dealt mainly with: (1) seed treatment for smut 
control; (2) improved potato varieties; (3) sow thistle control; 
(4) potato marketing; (5) phosphate deficiency in soils; (6) fam
ily nutrition; and (7) youth work. 

A county 4-H Club enrollment of 300 members was report
ed in 1918. Some earlier work may have been carried on, how
ever, since this program was first supervised jointly by a part
time county 4-H Club leader and the county superintendent of 
schools. Men who served as early part-time 4-H Club leaders 
were Paul Derby, Hilmer Carlson, and W. H. Turner. 

Clyde Shumway was appointed emergency agricultural agent 
on June 1, 1933. He assumed responsibility for organizing and 
supervising the Becker County Wheat Control Program of the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration until wheat contracts 
were sent to Washington late that year. He then resigned and 
was succeeded by M. H. Ostrem who worked with the wheat, 
corn-hog, and cattle buying programs. 

In 1937, M. H. Ostrem, emergency agricultural agent for 
Becker County, was employed as a regular county agent. The 
county cooperative Extension work was then organized on a 
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full-time basis. By this time the name of the county agricul
tural adjustment committee had been changed to the county ag
ricultural conservation committee. It supervised the federal 
farm programs. 

During World War II, Hildor Dallum served as Farm Labor 
representative employed by the Minnesota Employment Service. 
Karrol Gandrud was county war food assistant. Both shared 
the county Extension office quarters and worked closely with 
the county Extension agents. 

Various family living, home economics·, and youth work 
programs have been carried on in the county for a number of 
years by county agents aided by state Extension specialists. 
These programs received increased emphasis in 1947, when 
Genevieve Moffit became the first home agent. She developed 
home economics and youth programs on more of a group-leader 
training basis. The present group organization for 754 4-H 
Club members and 765 homemaker members is shown in a 
following chart. 

Historical Highlights of Becker County 

The Becker County territory is believed to have been first 
explored in 1793 by Alexander MacKenzie. Nine years later 
the Northwestern Fur Company established trading posts in the 
area. 

Most of the area now known as Becker County was set aside 
for the Chippewa Indians in 1825 when Congress established a 
boundary line between the Chippewa and Sioux tribes. Donald 
McDonald built a log house on the northwest "shoe" of Detroit 
Lake in 1854. From there he carried on trade with the Ch:.p
pewa Indians. Fourteen years later, certain bands of the Chip
pewa tribe were moved to the newly established White Earth 
Indian Agency nearby. An act ofthe Minnesota State Legislature 
on March 18, 1858 established boundaries for an area that Later 
became Becker County. A special law passed on March 1, 1871 
completed organization requirements for Becker County. The 
name "Becker" was chosen in honor of General George L. 
Becker of St. Paul. 

In 1868, Patrick Quinlan, the first white settler in Becker 
County, took a claim on the land where the town of Frazee is 
now located. Later, the local Northern Pacific Railroad li:1.e 
was built. It was the decisive factor in encouraging rapid set
tlement of the county. 

Timber was the 1nain resource in the early settlen1ent peri
od and lun:1bering beca1ne a n'lajor enterprise. At the turn of 
the century, m.ost of the native pine and spruce tin'lber had been 
harvested and settlers, pred01ninantly of Scandinavian and 
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Finnish descent, rapidly took over the land for farming pur
poses. 

Many early references are made about Becker County's 
abundance of game and fish. The waterfowl and fish paradise 
the term often used to describe the county's many lakes and 
"pot-holes" is even now valued for a $2 million annual tourist 
business. Agriculture, however, is the number-one industry, 
with current annual sales amounting to about $11. 5 million. 

Table l. Selected population data for Becker County 

1960 1950 1940 1930 1920 1910 

County total 23,715 24,836 26, 562 22, 503 22, 851 18, 840 

Village of Audubon 242 275 
Village of Callaway 234 193 
Village of Lake Park 716 689 
Village of Frazee 1,056 1,021 
Village of Ogema 206 249 
Village of Wolf Lake 83~' 

Detroit Lakes 5,633 5, 787 

':'Incorporated as a village after 1950. 

Weather and Climate 

Source: U. S. Weather Bureau, Detroit Lakes Station. 
The latest spring occurrence of a temperature of 32 o F. 

or below is June 18; the earliest reported fall occurrence, 
August 23. 

Table 2 lists the number of years in fifty that the last kill
ing frost is likely to occur after the dates shown. 

Table 2. Late frost occurrences, Detroit Lakes Station 
April May 

20th 30th 1Oth 20th 30th 

50 46 
Years in fifty 

4o 14 13 
Years in fifty 

Other significant temperature and precipitation data reported 
by the Detroit Lakes Station are: 

1. Extreme temperatures range from a low of -53 o F. in 
February, 1907 and a high of 107° F. in July, 1936. 
The average temperature for January is 4. 9 o F. and 
for July, 70. 1 o F. 

2. Rainfall for specific months of the crop growing season 
is: May, 2. 99 inches; June, 3. 79 inches; July, 3. 58 
inches; and August, 3. 75 inches. Yearly average pre
cipitation is 1e s s than 24 inches. 
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Committee Reports 

Farm Economics and Finance 

Situation: 

Fifty-five percent of the commercial farms in Becker 
County had less than $5,000 in gross farm sales in 1959 (see 
table 3). 

Table 3. Farm classification in Becker County, 1959 

Economic class 1959 

Number of commercial farms 1' 581 >!< 

Class l -Farm sales $40,000 or more 18 
Class II- $20, 000 to $39, 000 . . . . . 48 
Class III- $10,000 to $19,000 .168 
Class IV- $5,000 to $9,999 472 
Class V - $2, 500 to $4, 999 555 
Class VI - $50 to $2,499 . . 320 

Other farms - {working 100 days or more off the farm, or in
come greater than farm products sold, or operator 65 years or 
older with sales of $50 to $2, 499) ........... 646+ 

Total 2,227 

>!< There were 2, 284 commercial farms reported in 1954. 
+There were 390 farms reported in this category in 1954. 

Farms are becoming larger; farm tenancy is decreasing; 
the average age of farm operators shows an upward trend; and, 
capital requirements are up sharply {see table 4). 

Production costs continue to take a large1· share of total 
gross income of farmers nationally. This situation also faces 
Becker County fa--rmers. Only 50 percent of the cash farm 
income was required to replace and maintain the capital invest
ment and to pay current operating expenses in the middle l940 1 s, 
compared with 75 percent in 1959. 
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Table 4. Trends in farm operation 

1959 1954 1949 

Average size of farm (acres). . . . 222.0 209.8 191.5 

Value of land and buildings: 
Average per farm ... . 
Average per acre ... . 

Farm operators by tenure: 
Full owners . 
Part owners .•. 
Managers .•.. 
All tenants . . . 
Percent tenancy 

Operators by age: 
Ave rage age . . 

$13,106$10,066$7,629 
57. 78 45. 25 41.77 

1' 533 1, 729 1,954 
523 647 621 

4 1 3 
188 236 299 
8.4 9.0 10.4 

50.2 48.8 

U.S. Net Income Per Farm 
1930 1940 1950 1960 

GROSS 

6 
rJl 

'"d .d 
~ PRODUCTION Cll 
rJl 4 rEXPENSES ::::! 
0 

]lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
..r::: 
E--1 

2 

0 
NET FARM INCOME 
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Expected Trends: 

e Only the more aggressive low-income farmers will remain 
in the full-time farm business group. 

e Farmers will become more specialized in an effort to reduce 
costs per unit of output. 

e Farms will continue to increase in size. 
e The average age of farmers may go up some more. 
e Low-income farmers will find obtaining credit difficult. 
e Credit needs will increase for such items as equipment, 

livestock, poultry, and for general operating costs. 
e Farm planning and farm records will be the basis for secur

ing farm credit. 

Goal: Higher incomes for families engaged in the business of 
farming. 

Major Problems: 

e Adjusting farm business to maintain an income sufficient to 
meet both production costs and family living expenses. 

e Securing credit necessary for adjusting to more profitable 
farm business. 

Recommendations for Extension: 

e Assist each farmer in planning a profitable farm organization 
program. 

e Urge farmers to explore alternative credit sources. 
e Offer educational programs concerned with the use of credit 

based upon farm records -- farm records that lend them
selves to annual analysis. 

Farm Enterprises 

CROPS 

Situation: 

Trends in crops and yields in Becker county for the past 
10 years are shown in table 5. 

Yield Potentials of Crops by Soil Types: 

The results of improved farm management practices will 
vary with each soil type. Table 6 reports yields believed to be 
obtainable over a 10-year period for each of the four soil types 
in the county. 
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Table 5. Crop acreages and yields per acre, 1955-59 with 1950-59 averages 

1950-59 
average 1959 1958 1957 1956 1955 Trends 

Crop acres yield acres yield acres yield acres yield acres yield acres yield acres yield 
000 bushels 000 bushels 000 bushels 000 bushels 000 bushels 000 bushels 

Corn 30 31. 8 28 32 32 33 42 32 37" 32 37 Up Up 

Wheat 18 19.7 16 23 14 32 15 25.2 15 24.9 13 19 Down some Up 
Oats 17 37.4 59 44 61 45 64 46 71 35 79 37 Down Up 
Barley 24 29. 1 28 31 23 36 24 27 26 30 30 28 Variable Up 
Flax 12 8.4 4 10 4 ll. 5 5 4 9 11 10 7.5 Down Variable 
Soybeans 5 11. 2 7 14 ll 12 !0 13 12 10 4 13 Up Up 
All hay(tons) 73 1. 64 67 1.8 67 1.8 73 2 80 1.5 82 1. 85 Down Up 
Potatoes .8 129 . 5 95 . 5 95 . 8 85 l 130 1 115 Down Down 

Cut for .seed 

Red Clover 2 2 1.8 1.4 1.4 3 Variable 
Alsike . 1 ~- ~. '~ >!< . 2 Down 
Timothy . 6 ,., ~:c >!< ):( .2 Variable 
Sweet clover . 5 .2 . 3 . 5 . 5 .4 Down 
Alfalfa . 3 ):( ,., 1 .2 . 5 Down 

~,Less than 100 acres 



Table 6. Ten-year average yield potentials per acre of spec
ified crops under excellent management on different soils. 

Developed 
from or other 

Soils characteristics Corn Oats Soybeans Alfalfahay_ 
bushels tons 

Mcintosh & Winger Prairie 65 65 20 3. 0 

Barnes & Waukon 

Rockwood, Nebish, 
Shooks & Beltrami 

Marquette & Todd 

Estherville 

Pierce & Dorset 

Prairie and 70 
timber 

Timber 55 

Timber 

Sandy 

Gravel 
underlay 

45 

65 

60 

50 

'~Soybeans not customarily grown in these soils. 

Expected Trends: 

e There will be less emphasis on cash crops. 

20 3. 5 

3.0 

2.2 

e Acreage of soybeans will probably fluctuate widely from year 
to year, depending on price trends and production situations. 

e More land will be used for feed crops. These crops will also 
become more important in crop rotations as a means of im
proving soil fertility. 

e Thistles, wild oats, and hoary allysum will require special 
weed control measures. 

Goals: Crop and soil management programs that complement 
livestock enterprises and thereby increase farm family incomes. 

Recommendations for Extension: 

e Encourage and develop crop rotations that control weeds and 
also increase crop yields. 

e Recommend more use of the University Soil Testing Labor
atory service to determine soil fertility levels for each field 
and recommend fertilizer applications accordingly. 

e Continue demonstration plots on chemical weed control, in
sect control, and fertilizer formulations (including rates of 
application) to help farmers determine the most effective 
ways of using such chemicals. 
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DAffiYING 

Situation; 

lmpo rtant aspects of Beeker County's dairy industry are: 

1. About 30 percent of total annual cash farm 
Becker County come from sale of dairy products. 
totaled approximately $3 million in 1959. 

receipts in 
Receipts 

2. Six creameries and milk plants and one dry-milk pro
cessing plant are located in Becker County. These add more 
value to the $3 million worth of cream and milk sold by dairy 
farmers. 

3. In 1959, producers received 65 cents per pound (on an 
average) for butterfat in cream; 80-84 cents per pound for but
terfat in Grade B manufacturing milk; and from $1. 00 to $1. 05 
per pound for butterfat in Grade A milk. During peak produc
tion periods, however, from 50-60 percent of the Grade A milk 
is marketed for manufacturing purposes, since the local market 
is quite limited. A similar situation also applies to the State 
of Minnesota: approximately 82 percent of dairy products pro
duced in the state are marketed elsewhere. 

4. The yearly average production per cow of 230 pounds 
of butterfat or 6, 500 pounds of milk is considered too low (sec 
tables 7 and 8). Reasons for low production per cow are: (a) 
few individual cow production records are kept -- only 23 herds 
are enrolled in a dairy herd improvement association and only 
about 5 percent of the herd owners keep any production records; 
(b) mastitis, a disease of great concern to dairy farmers, affects 
about 30 percent of the cows; (c) there arc too many poor pas
tures and other forages; and (d) benefits possible from use of 
proven sires have not been fully explored. 

Table 7. Production per cow and number of cows, with trends 
indicated 

Item 1959 1958 1957 1956 1955 1954 1953 Trend 

Number of cows 
thousands 

19.6 19.8 22.2 21.2 21.1 21.1 20.5 Down since 
1957 

Production per cow 6. 5 6. 2 6. 1 
(pounds of milk) 

6. 0 5. 9 5. 7 5. 6 Steadily 
upward 

5. Higher returns from the dairy enterprise are most prom
ising on Barnes, Waukon, Rockwood, Nebish, Shooks, and Bel
trami soils. These soils have excellent forage producing 
capacities. Lighter soils will also support improved dairy enter
prises, but more acres per farm arc required to produce enough 
feed. 
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Table 8. Volume variations among patrons of two creameries, 
1960 

Yearly sales based 
upon pounds of but
terfat purchased 

Number of patrons Volume provided by 

Creamery A Creamery B Creamery A Creamery B 
percent percent 

Less than l, 000 28 24.4 6.2 5. 8 
1,000-2,999 38 47.7 26.3 35.9 
3, 000 - 4, 999 20 17.7 28.4 25.8 
5, 000 - 9, 999 11 8.4 29.0 22.8 
10,000 and over 3 1.8 10. 0 9.7 

Note: Patrons reported in the two lower sales groups are 
either part-time operators or others facing a doubtful future. 
Many patrons in the 3, 000 to 4, 999-pound group may be inef
ficient in several respects but have opportunities for improv
ing their situation. 

Expected Trends: 

e The total number of cows in Becker County will continue to 
decline. 

e Average milk production per cow will go up. 
e Total milk production for the county will increase 
e Herds will become larger although there will be few herds 

in total. 
e More emphasis will be placed on quality in dairy products . 
• Markets will absorb more nonfat milk solids. 
e Per capita consumption of butter may decline more. 

Problems: Low production per cow and an inadequate volume 
of milk received by some dairy plants are the two most press
ing problems of the county's dairy industry. 

Recommendations for Extension: 

The problems listed require three separate educational pro
grams: 

1. A concentrated effort to increase production of milk 
per cow through: 

(a) Artificial insemination services. 
(b) More individual production records on dairy cows 

through DHIA, owner-sampler, and culling guide systems. 
(c) Better quality forage feeds gained by cutting hay earlier, 

using more hay conditioners, driers, and improving pasture 
and silage crops. 

(d) A more effective mastitis-control program. By test
ing more cows as a basis of .isolation and treatment and stress
ing prevention through reduction of udder injuries this can be 
done. 

(e) Quality-improvement programs for all dairy products. 

2. The dairy enterprise is a 1najor source of incon1e on 
most farms. The following program is suggested as one that 
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will involve all people who have an interest in the dairy indus
try: 

(a) Prepare a folder that stresses economic advantages 
of improved dairy practices and shows opportunities for putting 
them in practice. 

(b) Take a lead in arranging an early fall "kick-off" meet
ing to initiate county dairy improvements involving producers, 
quality control fieldmen, milk haulers, dairy technicians, diary 
plant managers, dairy herd improvement supervisors, equip
ment dealers, and bankers. 

(c) Consider plans for an annual short course on dairy 
herd management programs. 

3. Changes underway on dairy farms and in dairy plants 
also justify educational programs that consider local dairy 
plants' problems. Most dairy plants are cooperatively owned 
by the producers. Marketing programs for dairy products 
should include: 

(a) An appraisal offuture economic trends likely in the 
county. 

(b) Alternatives which dairy plants should consider in 
meeting productive changes. 

Certain dairy plants are faced with increased costs coupled 
with a decrease in volume. Only a sound long range planning 
program can prevent a serious situation from developing in such 
instances. Help with such problems should be sought from t::J.e 
Extension economists. 

GENERAL LIVESTOCK 

Situation: 

Nearly 1, 000 farmers in Becker County sell hogs ·and pigs. 
About half that number sell wool, sheep, and lambs each year 
and slightly over a hundred farmers have beef cows. (Only 
200 farmers are classified as cash crop operators.) The more 
pronounced changes observed in general livestock enterprises 
during the past 10 years are: 

1. The marked increase in production of sheep, lambs, 
and beef cows. 

2. A fluctuating upward trend in hogs and pigs (see table 
1 0). 

3. More interest in general livestock as shown by the 
drastic drop in the number of cash crop farms (see table 9). 
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Table 9. Number of farms having specified general livestock 
types and number of head of such livestock, 1949, 1954, and 
1959. 

1949 1954 
Item Farms Head Farms Head Farms 

number thousands number thousands number 

Cows (not for milk) 43 1.0 82 2.4 135 
Hogs and pigs 1,426 13. 0 1, 236 17.9 976 
Sheep and lambs 452 16.4 500 22.0 500 
Cash crop farms 292 281 171 

1959 
Head 

thousands 

3. 0 
19. 1 
31.9 

Table 10, Spring and fall pigs, including ave;rage number of 
pigs per litter and total number of pigs saved, 1955-58 

Year 

1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 

Spring pig crop Fall pig crop 
Pigs Pigs 
per Pigs per 

litter saved litter 
Pigs 
saved 

number thousands number thousands 

7.0 18.5 6.5 9.8 
7.4 15.5 7.0 10.5 
7.2 18.7 6.5 7.8 
7.0 22.9 6.7 10.0 

18. 1 9.2 
7.2 16. 6 7.0 8.4 
7.4 21. 0 7. 1 7. 1 
7.7 23. 1 7.8 1 o. 1 

Average 7.3 19.3 6.9 9- 1 

Note: The number of pigs saved per litter has gone up in re
cent years, due mostly to more pigs saved per fall litter. The 
pig fall crop has also become more important. 

$20 cwt, 

$15 cwt. 

Average Monthly Hogs Prices, Minnesota, 1957, 1958, and 1959 

.......... qSq 
........ ......... _M ______ .. \_ ............... .. -- ........... 

.......... 
........... ______ . 

~~ - ___ ............ .. ·-. --- .................. 
.................... 

$10 cwt. ~--~----r---,----r----~--r----r--~--~----~---r--~ 
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May. Jun. Jul. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. 
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Expected Trends: 

e While beef feeding operations will become more important, 
there also may be some increase in number of beef cow 
herds. 

e The hog enterprise will become more specialized. More 
emphasis will be put on swine sanitation. Some producers 
will raise pigs for sale as feeders; others will raise them 
to slaughter weights. The trend towards more multiple far
rowing operations will reduce seasonal production and price 
fluctuations. 

e Livestock operations will become more specialized. Farm
ers will need and want more price-outlook information. 

Goals: Develop live stock production programs that will increase 
farm family incomes in Becker County. 

Recommendations for Extension: 

e Provide farmers with information showing how beef cow herds 
and feeder cattle operations fit into local farm business plans. 

e Distribute more information about: (l) feeding ear corn si
lage; (2) effects of mechanization on labor requirements for 
cattle feeding operations; and (3) creep feeding of beef calves. 

e Develop and promote a sheep improvement program that 
emphasizes early lambing so as to market lambs during 
favorable price periods. Provide sheep-management infor
mation concerned with buildings, facilities, creep feeding 
arrangements, and parasite control. 

POULTRY 

Situation: 

The poultry enterprises (chickens, eggs, turkeys, ducks, 
geese. and miscellaneous poultry) are sources of income fo:r 
a third of the farm families. Other important poultry industry 
developments are local hatching facilities and marketing asso
ciations.· Timely information on the county's poultry industry 
is given in tables 11 through 16. 
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Table 11. Number of chicken hens kept for egg laying purposes 
and rate of eggs laid per hen, 1952-60. 

ate o 
Year Chicken hens laying per hen 

thousands number of eggs 

1952 161 174 
1953 156 186 
1954 158 184 
1955 150 187 
1956 132 189 
1957 116 190 
1958 107 187 
1959 120 ):0:: 

1960 

~" Not a vail able. 
Note: The number of chiC kens de cline d sharply during this 
8-year period. The rate of egg-lay per hen rose sharply. 

Table 12. Number of farms reporting chickens and dozens of 
eggs sold, 1949, 1954, and 1959. 

Year 

1949 
1954 
1959 

Farms having 
chickens 
thousands 

l. 58 
l. 15 

.73 

Eggs sold 
millions of dozens 

l. 63 
l. 33 
l. 22 

Note: The number of farms with chic kens kept for egg produc
tion has declined about 50 percent although total of eggs sold 
has declined only 25 percent. Also, there is a growing increase 
in size of flocks. 

Table 13. Number of turkeys kept for breeding purposes, 1949, 
1954, and 1959. 

Number of Number of 
Year turkey flocks turkeys 

number thousands 

1949 36 9. 4. 
1954 33 23. 1 
1959 34 27. 1 

Note: While the number of turkey flocks kept for breeding pur• 
poses has not changed much, the number of turkeys has in
creased nearly 300 percent. 
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Table 14. Number of turkeys raised, 1949, 1954, and 1959. 

Turkeys 
Year Flocks raised 

number thousands 

1949 94 135.4 
1954 85 334.5 
1959 81 409.2 

Note: The number of farmers raising turkeys actually dropped 
~rcent from 1949 to 1959 but the number of turkeys raised 
went up about ZOO percent. 

Table 15. Number of farms producing poultry'~ and poultry 
products other than chickens and eggs, and cash farm receipts 
derived from them, 1954 and 1959. 

Year 

1954 
1959 

Number of 
farms 

number 

132 
107 

Cash farm receipts from the 
sale of poultry and eggs 
other than chickens and eggs 

thousands of dollars 

1,543 
1' 7 63 

>:< Includes turkeys, ducks, geese, and other miscellaneous 
poultry. 

Note: Poultry other than chickens and eggs now grosses nearly 
$2 million annually. 

Table 16. Poultry industry facilities such as hatcheries, pro
cessing plants, and feed companies and their locations, 19E·O. 

Facility Location 

Hatcheries 

Swift and Company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . Detroit Lakes'~ 
Sterling Hatchery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Detro it Lakes 
Brewer Hatchery ...................... Audubon 
Northern Hatchery ....•...........••.. Frazee+ 
Anderson Turkey Hatchery ......•...... Frazee+ 

Processing plants 

Lakeland Turkey Association •..•.•..... Frazee 
Swift and Company .••.•.....•.......•. Detroit Lakes 
West Central Turkey Association, Inc ... Pelican Rapids :j: 

Feed companies 

Viking Feeds .....•.......... · ••..•.... Detroit Lakes 
Laker Feed Company .........•........ Frazee 

>:< Hatches both chicken and turkey eggs. 
+ Hatches only turkey eggs. 
=!= Located just across the county line. 
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Expected Trends: 

e The nmnber of "farm chickens" will continue to decline. 
e Total egg production may also continue to drop, unless a 

more attractive market egg program is developed. 
e Chicken broiler production may increase if integrated con

tracts are arranged with feed, hatchery, and processing 
firms. This has not occurred in the county to any extent. 

e Turkey flocks will become larger. 
e Continued growth in local poultry hatching and marketing 

facilities may be expected. 
e The area will continue to have an ample local feed supply 

for poultry enterprises. 
e Disease will continue as a major problem in poultry pro

duction. 

Goals: Continued sound growth of the county's entire poultry 
industry. 

Recommendations for Extension: 

e Cooperate with producers and managers of the various poul
try industries in securing a veterinarian to specialize in 
poultry diagnostic work. 

e Continue to enphasize an educational program on poultry 
management currently advocated by poultry staff members 
of the Institute of Agriculture, University of Minnesota 
(with which producer groups are cooperating). 

Natural Resources 

FORESTRY 

Situation: 

There are about 350,000 acres of forest land in Becker 
County. This is about 42 percent of the total land area. Tables 
17 through 20, based largely on a 1953 survey, describe the 
approximate status of the county's forest resources. 

Table 17. Clas se·s of timber by size, number of acres, and 
percent of total represented by each class, 1953. 

Size class of timber· 

Sawtimber 
Pole timber 
Restocking 
Under stocking 

Total 

Number of acres 
thousands 

24 
139 

91 
94 

248 

- 20 -

Percent of total 

7 
40 
26 
27 

TOO 



Table 18. Type distribution of forest resources by acres and 
percent of total, 1953. 

Type of forest resource Acres Percent of total 
thousands 

Hardwoods 235 68 
(over one-half aspen and birch) 

Soft woods 62 18 
( 40 percent jack pine, 24 percent 
spruce and fir) 

Nonproduction 51 14 
(lowland, brush and grass) 

Total 348 100 

Table 19. Ownership and size class data for forest reserves, 
1953. 

Forest resources owned by: 
Total'~ Farm Other State Caunty Indian Other 

Size and class owners private trust federal 
thousands of acres 

Large sawtimber 3 . 3 3 

Small sawtimber 22 4.6 10 4 l 2 

Pole timber 140 66.8 28 ll 25 . 5 10 

Restocking 89 29.2 10 3 33 6. 3 8 

Under stocked+ 94 47.2 12 5 23 1.6 6 

Total 348 147.7 63 23 82 8.4 26 

'~ Fractions are rounded out to the nearest whole number. 
+ Includes 100 acres of off-site aspen and off-site oak. 

The condition of the forest resources by class of ownership is 
reported as follows: 

l. Farm forest -- Except for aspen, about one -third of 
the farm forest land is understocked. Only small polewood is 
suitable for pulpwood. 

2. County ta.'l:-forfeit land -- There are about 98, 000 acres 
of county tax-forfeit land with a1mual stumpage sales ranging 
from $6, 000 to $8, 000 a year. Only about 1 percent of the trees 
may be classified as sawtin1ber at the present time; about one
third of the area is understocked. 
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Table 20. Acres of farm forest and total sales -- United States 
Farm Census, 1959. 

Type of forest land Value 
dollars 

Farm woodland 

Farm woodland pastured 

Timber sold in 1959 $17,269 

Number of acres 
thousands 

42.4 

99.2 

3, State forest lands -- The so-called Smoky Hills and 
White Earth forests total approximately 34,000 acres. Of this 
total, the state manages about 12, 000 acres of county tax-forfeit 
land and divides the gross stumpage sales each year with the 
county. The county share in 1959 was $2,147. 93. About 17 
percent of the trees may be classified as relatively g~JOd saw
timber and 49 percent as pole timber. Fourteen percent is in 
restocking. 

4. Tamarac game refuge-- There are about 31, 000 acres 
in this tract. The 1960 stumpage sales were $3,360, post sales 
were $1, 300, and value of posts unsold was $2, 000. Twenty 
county relief clients were employed in cooperation with the wel
fare department on maintenance work in this game refuge last 
year. The county road, bridge, and school funds benefited to 
the extent of receiving $552. 66 for the sales made from this 
refuge between 1959 and July 1960. Condition of the timber in 
this refuge is considered fair, with about one-fifth of the area 
under stocked. 

5. Indian Trusts -- These consist of 8, 400 acres and are 
in poor condition. 

6. Other private forests -- There are about 60,000 acres 
in this class of forest land, all in good condition. 

The fire-protection service under the direction of the State 
Forest Service provides an intensive program for 345, 600 acres. 
Fires reported in the Smoky Hills Ranger District are listed in 
table 21. 

Table 21. Fires reported: Smoky Hills Ranger District. 

Year Fires 
number 

1956 32 
1957 24 
1958 37 
1959 17 
1960 19 
Total 129 
Yearly average 26 

Timber area burned Grass area burned 
acres 
1, 127 

575 
1, 726 

657 
788 

4,873 
975 
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350 
320 
900 
370 
388 

2,328 
465 



The average annual burn of this protected area amounts to 
about . 3 percent of the total area. In addition to the area re
ported burned, about 20, 000 acres are burned annually, either 
with or without a permit. 

Problems: 

e There is a high percentage of low quality timber in very 
little demand. 

e Forest lands are inadequately restocked and poorly managed 
due to a lack of funds, limited public interest in forestry, or 
an uncertainty on how to proceed. 

• There is often a sequence of over-cutting of the forest lands 
followed by abandonment, and for a long period, tax-forfeited 
land. 

e The trend towards more vacationing and hunting creates more 
fire hazards. 

Goal: Put Becker County on a sound forestry program as rap
idly as possible to insure a more economic use of forest re
sources. 

Recommendations for Extension: 

e Urge that a natural resource study be made to supplement 
the Iron Range Resource Study now underway. Such a study 
should consider the economics of various alternative plans 
and make recommendations accordingly. This has been done 
in Mahnomen County by the Minnesota Conservation Depart
ment in cooperation with other interested agencies. 

e Request agricultural conservation program of $2, 500 ev€ ry 
year for timber improvement and tree planting purposes on 
county tax-forfeit land. 

e Cooperate with other agencies to develop an aggressive 
county-wide forestry program concerned with education, 
management, and marketing. 

e Work with other groups to consider development of a cen
tralized marketing organization for forest products to en
courage such local wood-using industries as; { l) box and 
lath manufacturing; (2) chipboard industry; (3) construction 
of farm equipment packages (feed bunks, gates, livestock 
corrals, and various other portable equipment); (4) posts, 
both treated and untreated; (5) furniture; and (6) bedding 
chips production. 

e Plan an educational program to: (1) include short courses 
for saw operators to provide instruction on teclmiques fo::: 
assuring quality lumber; and (2) reduce losses from burning 
pastures, destroying wildlife, and other unnecessary losses 
to forest resources. 

Recommendations for Others than Extension: 

e Suggest that able-bodied recipients of welfare funds work 

- 23 -



on forest improvement programs in return for the funds. 
e More use of the tree Growth Tax Law should be promoted on 

tree farms to curb over-cutting. 

WILDLIFE AND RECREATION 

Becker County is favored with excellent recreation facil
ities because of its many lakes and vast forest lands. Of the 
115 lakes under fish management, 48 have public access and 
four of the remaining 67 have options for similar arrangements. 
Of the 48 public access lakes, 23 are improved. The other 25 
need to be improved. There are more lakes in the county, and 
local sportsman's clubs have undertaken programs to improve 
them, too. Some other important aspects of this program area 
are: 

1. There are 10 state-owned wildlife units in the county. 
These include 3,192 acres, of which 1, 654 acres were purchas
ed from private owners and 1, 538 acres from tax-free lands 
secured under the so-called wetlands program {a program that 
pays 15 cents tax per acre on the land purchased from private 
owners). Another wildlife unit of 1, 600 acres makes up the 
Hubbel Pond Refuge. 

2. Recent drainage of numerous small pothole areas in 
the northwest part of the county has improved value of agricul
turalland but reduced the natural habitat for waterfowl. 

3. Purchase of land under the wetlands program has been 
temporarily discontinued. Local public sentiment has been 
against the program on grounds that the local tax base is reduced 
and drainage problems made more acute. 

Other items of concern include: {a) the lack of information 
on boundaries of tax forfeit land; and {b) the slowdown of the 
youth firearms safety training program {which was started 5 
years ago). 

Expected Trends: 

e Demands for improved wildlife and recreational facilities 
will continue to increase. 

e Fire and litter problems will increase as more people visit 
timbered areas. 

e Development of both public and private lakeshore properties 
will receive more emphasis. 

e The need and demand for public access to all lakes will re
ceive greater consideration as lakeshore development pro
grams begin. 

Recommendations for Extension: 

e Encourage all adult and youth organizations to sponsor 
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projects on natural resource development. Such projects 
could deal with improvements to our parks, public access 
arrangements, wildllie habitat areas, fire prevention, and 
general safety promotion. Possible locations for these im
provement projects should be determined and made known 
throughout the county. To stimulate interest, fire safety 
and litter prevention signs should be posted where they are 
needed. This would develop greater citizenship responsi
bility. 

Recommendations for Others than Extension: 

e Maps of certain areas of tax-forfeit lands should be made 
available as a service to hunters. Printing and distribution 
of these maps would be a public service project for a local 
organization or club. 

e· Cooperation of the Conservation Department should be sought 
in securing public access to all lakes. 

e Revive the firearms safety training program. 

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION 

Situation: 

Becker County has eight general groupings of soils as 
illustrated in the soils map (page 27) and the descriptions that 
follow. 

SOIL DESCRIPTIONS 

Area I -- Mcintosh and Winger loams and silt loams are deep, 
dark colored high-lime soils developed from glacial clay loan> 
under prairie grass vegetation and a high, fluctuating water 
table. These include lands that are nearly level to gently slop
ing with capabilities similar to those of Classes II and III. 

Area II --Barnes silt and clay loams are deep, dark colored 
soils of neutral reaction, developed on glacial clay loam under 
prairie grasses with good drainage conditions. These include 
lands that are gentle, sloping, and rolling with Class II and III 
capabilities. 

Area III-- Waukon loam and silt loams are deep, moderately 
dark colored soils of neutral reaction developed on glacial clay 
loam under alternate conditions of prairie grass and m:b.::ed 
hardwoods. Such soils are well drained, gently sloping to hilly 
with land capabilities of Classes II, III, IV and VI. 

Area IV-- Beltrami and Shooks loam and sandy loams that are 
deep, light colored, m.oderately acid soils developed under 
forest conditions from glacial sandy loam and clay loam. Tl:.ese 
are moderately well to poorly drained with land capabilities of 
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Classes II and III. 

Area V -- Rockwood and Nebish sandy loams and loams are 
deep, light colored, well drained soils, developed under forest 
conditions from glacial sandy loam and clay loam. These soils 
are moderately acid and gently rolling to steep and hilly, with 
capabilities of land Classes II, III, IV, and VII. 

Area VI -- Nymore and Menahga loam sands are deep, light 
colored, droughty soils developed on nearly level to gently slop
ing plains, containing "pot-holes" of peat either deep or under
lain by sand at less than 36 inches. They are acid, with Class 
IV, V, and VII land capabilities. 

Area VII -- Estherville and Pierce sandy loam and loamy sands 
are moderately dark, moderately shallow, and moderately acid 
soils, neutral in reaction. They developed under grass and 
mi.'Ced forest conditions from glacial sands and gravels on nearly 
level to steep rolling slopes. These soils are droughty, with 
Class III, IV, VI, and VII land capabilities. 

Area VIII -- Marquette and Todd sandy loams and loamy sands 
are light colored, moderately shallow to shallow soils, acid in 
reaction, and developed under forest conditions from glacial 
sand and gravel. These are nearly level to steeply rolling, 
droughty, and with Class III, IV, VI, and VII land capabilities. 

Soil Conservation District Activities: 

The Beeker Soil Conservation District, first organized in 
1938 with the assistance of the Agricultural Extension Service, 
is supervised largely by elected farmer committee members. 
This district was first limited to the northwest part of the coun
ty, where drainage was a serious problem. By 1955,· the en
tire county was organized into the district. 

The function of the soil conservation district concerns all 
programs requiring technical help in solving soil and water 
conservation problems. Local assistance in developing soil and 
water conservation also comes from cooperative efforts of the 
Agricultural Extension Service, agricultural stabilization com
mittee, farm organizations, State Department of Conservation, 
and others. 

Progress made by the Becker Soil and Water Conservation 
District is described in their recent report. Extent o£ soil con
servation practices established on the land by 1960 and esti
mates of future needs are shown in table 22. 

Other Soil Conservation Activities: 

Educational events concerned mainly with soil and water 
conservation include 4-H Club conservation events, soil con
servation district annual meetings, neighborhood group meet
ings, and vocational classes in agriculture. 
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Table 22. Present soil conservation measures and future needs. 

Name of practice 
Total 

acreage to date 

Soil survey ...................... 181,981 
Conservation cropping system . . . . . 38, 704 
Contour farming . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . 2, 122 
Contour strip farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 011 
Field strip cropping . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 7 2 9 
Wind strip cropping .............•.. 5, 213 
Stubble mulching ..•..•.•......•...... , 30 
Grass land renovation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 7 69 
Pasture improvement ...•.............. 30 
Pasture planting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 116 
Farmstead windbreaks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 138 
Field windbreaks(miles) .•............. 14 
Tree planting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 652 
Land clearing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 258 
Wetland development ................. 103 
Wildlife area treatment ..........•.. 3, 697 
Diversion construction(miles) •..•....... 1 
Grassed waterways . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212 
Pond construction(number) ...•......... 49 
Terraces(miles) .....•............... 0. 4 
Drainage improvements .........•.. 32, 025 

Major Problems; 

Future needs 
(acres) 

783, 123 
299,422 
20,990 
21,072. 
32,652 
15,765 
78,876 
31,202 
13,410 
4,000 

532 
674 

2,090 
27,846 
12, 100 

4, 600 
269 

1' 356 
549 

1' 169 
59,596 

e While farmland drainage has been much improved in the south 
branch area of the Wild Rice River, serious flooding pro
blems have occurred. A survey is now underway, intended 
to suggest remedial action for the downstream area. 

e The Buffalo River is bordered by long tilled slopes which are 
eroding and depositing la1·ge quantities of silt in the streams. 

e The importance of conservation is appreciated by only a 
limited number of people. 

Recommendations for Extension: 

e Continue education on the value of soil and water conserva
tion practices to bring about better understanding and accept
ance. 

e Cooperate with other agencies to determine if present soil 
and water problems warrant federal and state assistance in 
certain watersheds. The people in them should be informed 
accordingly. An educational program should be developed 
to inform the people of all facts involved. 

Recommendations for Others than Extension: 

All agencies, organizations, and individuals concerned with 
a permanent-type soil and water conservation program should 
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place more emphasis on such practices as field and diversion 
terraces, field windbreaks, field and contour strip cropping, 
contour farming, grassed waterways, wildlife area, etc. 

Family Living 

Introduction: 

The family living committee is composed of 21 women re
presenting communities throughout the county. Thirteen of the 
women are members of the home Extension program, eight 
have been connected with the 4-H program, and seven have had 
little or no contact with the Extension service. All committee 
members are homemakers; three were once teachers; several 
others were office workers. 

Since family living covers such a wide range of activities, 
the following subcommittees were formed: {1) health and safe
ty; (2) family living and home management; (3) clothing and 
home furnishings; and (4) nutrition. 

As a basis for investigating the family situations and ar
riving at recommendations, the committee secured information 
from certain census reports, local people, staff members of 
the University of Minnesota Extension Service, and various 
state and national publications and agencies. 

Family living is influenced by trends in transportation, 
educational levels, intermingling of urban and rural families, 
shifting from farm to professional occupations, and working 
mothers (the trend for mothers to be employed away from home), 
Specifically, the areas of concern are: 

1. Standards for food, shelter, and conveniences. 
2. Attitudes towards working hours and leisure time. 
3. The need for effective management of time and resources. 
4. Sharing of responsibilities in the home. 
5. Population growth. 
6. A trend toward fewer people on farms. 
7. Our more mobile population. 
8. More employed homemakers. 
9. The complex array of products offered in the market. 
When all these factors are considered, it seems approp-

riate to state that the goals of family life work are: (1) to de
velop an understanding of human needs; (2) to become more 
aware of available resources for help; and (3) to assist people 
in helping themselves. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Situation: 

Si.x problem.s concerned the committee on health and safety 
conditions in Becker County. They are: 
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1. Fire prevention. National reports show that Minnesota 
had over a hundred fires that destroyed homes in 1959. The 
number destroyed in Becker County is not available but at 
least one Detroit Lakes home burned to the ground in 19 60. The 
local city fire chief reports that year as one relatively free of 
fires. 

2. Auto accidents. There is a growing concern about auto 
accidents. There were 720 people killed in 612 accidents in 
the state in 1960. This means one fatality for every 14 hours 
and possibly one person injured for every 17 minutes. Becker 
County had eight traffic deaths. A traffic death is an indication 
of other less serious accidents. The State Health Department 
estimates that for each fatal accident in Minnesota there are 
four persons permanently injured. The National Safety Co'.lncil 
estimates that for each fatality, there are from 75 to 100 per
sons less seriously injured {see table 23 for recent details on 
Becker County accidents). 

Table 23. Fatal accident summary, 1950 and 1955-59. 

'I'y:Ee oi ac e1aent 
Area in Occupational Horne Motor 

Year the county Total Farm Nonfarm Farm Nonfarm vehicle Other 
number 

1950 Rural 11 0 0 1 5 3 2. 
Detroit Lakes 2 0 0 0 1 0 1 

1955 Rural 15 l 0 l 3 9 l 
Detl·oit Lakes 3 3 

1956 Rural 11 0 0 0 0 10 1 
Detroit Lakes 4 0 0 0 3 1 0 

1957 Rural 14 2 l l 2 3 5 
Detroit Lakes 3 0 0 0 2 0 1 

1958 Rural 18 0 0 3 2 8 5 
Detroit Lakes 3 0 0 0 2 1 0 

1959 Rural 13 1 0 2 4 4 2 
Detroit Lakes 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Totals 97 4 1 8 24 39 21 

3. Farm accidents. Careless use of machinery, especially 
by children or when children accompany a machine operator, is 
a constant source of concern. Inexperienced farm-machine op
erators must also be considered. Precautions are always needed 
and all too often are not adequately observed. 

4. Water safety. This is a special problem in Becker 
County, with its many lakes, where emphasis on the tourist 
business also has important economic implications. Water 
safety deserves special attention. Carelessness in swimming 
and in the operation of boats -- especially speedboats -- causes 
accidents too frequently. 

5. Mental health. According to various sources of infor
mation, mental illness affects 2 out of every 10 people. Some 
are in great need of psychiatric help; a large percentage are 
elderly people. A census report for 1958 shows that 22 of the 
45 patients admitted to the state mental hospitals from Becker 
County were 65 years of age or older. Of the 90 patients in 
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these hospitals on June 30, 1958, 31 were in this age-group. 

6. Community health. Progress in community health is 
largely determined by health regulations and the effectiveness 
of enforcement. Frequently, both health officials and the gen
eral public are reluctant to insist on compliance with existing 
health regulations. As a result, problems in control of com
municable diseases occur. 

Recommendations for Extension: 

e Sponsor programs to educate the general public to view men
tal problems in the same manner as any other sickness. The 
stigma attached to the Fergus Falls State Hospital because 
of the nature of illnesses treated there can be overcome 
through proper education. 

e Encourage health officials to exercise their authority in 
handling communicable disease cases. 

Recommendations for Others than Extension: 

e To reduce fire losses, every home and public building should 
be checked, including wiring, at least once every 5 years. 

e To reduce the number of car accidents driver-training should 
be considered for all drivers and heavier penalties levied on 
traffic law offenders-- especially on drunken drivers. 

e Continued counsel is necessary by manufacturers, parents, 
safety advisors, and the press on precautions in the use of 
farm machinery. 

e There should be more supervision at both public and private 
swimming beaches in the county. Resort owners should have 
swimming supervisors, boat laws should be enforced, and 
people should be told of their privilege to make a "citizen's 
arrest" when they see a law violated. 

NUTRITION 

Situation: 

Five situations dealing with human nutrition were consid
ered by this committee. These were: 

1. The Indian situation is of special concern. Because 
many Indian families have low incomes, most have very poor 
diets. There appears to be no improvement in sight. 

2. Funds allotted to welfare families- are not always prop
erly used. Too frequently poor judgement ~-e sults in a lack of 
nutritious food for children. 

3. Teenagers' breakfasts are such that many youngsters 
start their day with a poorly balanced meal. 
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4. Aged people tend to have poor diets. 

5. Diets for boys engaged in sports should receive m.ore 
attention. 

Recommendations for Extension: 

e Develop films and other visual aids (including special tele
vision programs) on subjects of nutrition, planning, buying, 
meal preparation, food preservation, and improved food 
preparation equipment. The organization of more 4-H Clubs, 
homemaker clubs, and demonstration family garden plots 
would be helpful. Efforts to l'aise family incomes of the 
Indians through more job opportunities should be explored. 

e Distribute films on "nutrition for the aged. 11 

Recommendations for Others than Extension: 

e School lunch supervisors probably should have more author
ity in the use of certain welfare funds where proper meals 
for the children are involved. 

e Stress nutrition in schools. 
e Raise the standards for those taking part in sports. Secure 

the cooperation of parents, coaches, and school officials. 
e Consider limiting the number of extracurrl.cular activities 

in which a student may enroll -- possibly to three each sea
son. 

e Call attention to the need for more specialized educational 
and service personnel in county agencies. 

HOME MANAGEMENT AND FAMILY LIFE 

Situation: 

Six phases of home management and family life were studied 
and are believed to be deserving of special attention. These 
are: 

l. Deceptive sales practices are sometimes used in sell
ing certain drugs, so-called cancer cures, household repairs, 
and publications. Sales often result from the consumer's in
ability to read contracts and from misleading information about 
weights and measures. Such merchandising practices cost con
sumers vast sums of money each year. 

2. Installment buying is frequently used with little thought 
for total cost of articles. 

3. Working mothers with pre-school children are of some 
concern. With a third of the entire working force expected to 
be made up of women by 1965, this trend may be followed by 
more disturbed children, poor diets, and related proble1ns. 
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4. Young people tend to become involved in too many ac
tivities -- especially in sports. 

5. The pre sent use of leisure time by the aged leaves much 
to be desired. A 1958 survey of Becker County indicated that 
10 percent of the county's population (2, 392) were 65 years of 
age or older. 

6. Changing to daylight saving time each spring is a ques
tionable practice. 

Recommendations for Extension: 

e Make people aware of need for legislation for more effective 
control of misleading advertising of products and services. 

e Provide educational programs on "pros" and "cons" of in
stallment buying. Point out the wide range in costs reported 
for the so-called "carrying charges." Show how to compute 
actual cost of an installment purchase. 

e Discourage homemakers (especially those with children) 
from seeking out-of-home employment. 

Recommendations for Others than Extension: 

e Parents should investigate programs that limit number of 
school organizations or activities for school children. 

e Store owners should be urged to open and close earlier for 
the late spring and summer months without "tampering" with 
the clocks. Voters should contact their elected representa
tives and urge support of legislation which prevents "chang
ing the clock. 11 

CLOTHING AND HOME FURNISHING 

Situation: 

Problems discovered included: 

1. Spotting of drip-dry and better cotton materials. 
2. Economic feasibility of sewing. 
3 .. Lack of information available on pattern alterations. 
4. Unwise buying practices. 
5. Poor construction in some furniture. 
6. Poor wearing upholstery materials (not generally rec

ognized). 
7. Defects in window-shade construction. 

Recommendations for Extension: 

e Distribute wise- buying plans on cost of "making clothes vs. 
purchasing clothes." 

e Prepare and pre sent more information on alterations, fitting, 
and making over clothing. 
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The practice of buying clothes on sale a season ahead should 
be stressed-- for large families in particular (not recom
mended for shoes). 

Recommendations for Others than Extension: 

e Instruction sheets should accompany Tnaterials that recom
lnend "spot removers" for grease, ink, chocolate, and blood 
stains. 

e Patterns should contain more details, to make the finished 
products more professional looking. More knowledge is 
needed on use of "advanced" patterns. 

e Labels on furniture should state whether construction is of 
hard or soft wood. This is especially important for over
stuffed furniture. More accurate labeling of upholstering 
materials used is desirable (not "part nylon" when the only 
part that is nylon is perhaps the thread used). 

e An inexpensive slip-on window-shade of machine-washable 
material would be an improvement. 

Youth 

Introduction: 

Certain phases of church, community, and school programs 
are aimed especially at the needs of youth. Through these agen
cies young people can benefit from effective training experiences 
that prepare them for citizenship. But changing conditions cause 
new situations and these in turn create a need for continuous 
evaluation of many youth programs. 

In order to get basic information about youth and the prob
lems confronting them, a survey was conducted among the pupils 
in the eighth and eleventh grades in the Lake Park, Audubon, 
Detroit Lakes, and Frazee schools. Following this, another 
survey was conducted in county adult and youth groups, in which 
their views on specific youth problems were sought. Results of 
these two surveys were compiled and used, along with other 
sources of information, as the basis for this report. 

Goal: 

To create an awareness of problems and needs of ou~· youth, 
for the purpose of stimulating desireable traits, such as: (1) 
good health; (2) security; (3) respect for people and property; 
and (4) good citizenship. 

The committee on youth, with the help of subcommittees, 
considered six separate phases of the county youth situation. 
These related to: (1) church and youth; (2) trends in the number 
of youth, and in school attendance; (3) young people and their 
homes; (4) social relationships among young folks; (5) respect 
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for law and law enforcement; and (6) orgarization problems con
cerned with the county 4-H Club program . Each phase is sum
marized separately. 

PARTICIPATION IN CHURCH FUNCTIONS 

Situation: 

Boys and girls were asked three questions regarding their 
church activities. The questions and the nature of the replies 
were: 

Question Number 1 - Do you attend church with your fam
ily? The replies were "yes" for 60 percent of the girls and 
50 percent of the boys. 

Question Number 2 - Do you attend Sunday School regularly? 
About 50 percent of the girls said "yes" compared with about 
25 percent of the boys. 

Question Number 3 - Are you an active member of a church 
group? About 66 percent of the girls said "yes" with the 
percentage slightly less for the boys. 

The answers to these three questions lead adults and many 
older youth to conclude that there is a need for more counsel
ling with young people on church activity participation. 

Problem: 

From 25 to 50 percent of the youth do not take part in any 
religious work and consequently miss the direct influence of 
such training. 

Recommendations for Others than Extension: 

e Encourage "churched" families to become more active in 
personally welcoming the "unchurched" to share in each 
community's religious activities. 

e Church participation as a family unit should be stressed. 

TRENDS IN NUMBER OF YOUTH AND SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

Situation: 

The total number of Becker County youth ranging in age up 
to 20 years was less in 1960 than in either 1955 or 1950. It 
appears that many young people leave the county when they grad
date from high school (see table 24). 

l This study was made by a special subcommittee and was limi
ted 1nainly to problems encountered in administering the county 
4-H Club program. 
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Table 24. Becker County youth census, 1950, 1955, and 1960. 

Age group 1950 1955 1960 
number number number 

Under 5 years of age 2,768 2,473 2, 174 
5 to 8 years inclusive 2, 164 2,203 2, 125 
9 to 12 years inclusive 1,945 1' 803 1,952 
13 to 16 years inclusive 1,810 1,752 l, 724 
17 to 20 years inclusive 1,329 l' 155 1,298 

Total 10,016 9,386 9,273 

Students now enrolle:d in Becker County grade schools are 
more likely to graduate from high school than those a few years 
ago. Table 25 shows that 21 percent more of the students en
rolled in the fifth grade in 1952 graduated from high school with 
their class than did the 1943 fifth graders. 

Table 25. Percentage of pup·ils enrolled in the fifth grade, 1943, 
1947, and 1952 who graduated from high school with their class 
7 years later. 

Grade 1943 1947 1952 
percent 

5 100 100 100 
6 87 98 96 
7 84 94 84 
8 82 90 75 
9 47 65 69 
10 40 54 64 
ll 37 50 60 
Graduating class 33 43 54 

Problem: 

A substantial percentage of pupils enrolled in the grade 
schools still do not complete high school. 

Recommendations for Extension: 

e Cooperate with school.authorities in determining causes for 
the apparent large percentage of "drop-outs" following the 
eighth grade. Then plan programs to improve the situation. 

FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS 

Situation: 

The sample of adults and young people surveyed about sit
uations concerned with the health, recreation, and vocational 
guidance activities of youth revealed these observations: 

l. Nearly two-thirds of the pupils surveyed indicated that 
they eat a breakfast regularly before going to school. 
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2. About two-thirds of the pupils reported smoking and 
drinking of intoxicating liquors as problems of concern to youth. 

3. One-fifth of the pupils thought their parents were in
different about these problems. 

Questions relating to recreation revealed that: 

1. Only two-fifths of the eighth graders, and even fewer 
eleventh graders, said they took part in family activities. 

2. Many children apparently are not required to inform 
their parents about their plans when they go out for the even
ing. 

3. Television, now in 9 out of every 10 homes, occupies 
up to 3 hours of time per day for about half of the children. 
Regarding programs viewed and time spent watching television, 
about one-fifth of the children said their parents had developed 
specific rules. Television is popular with most teenagers 
possibly slightly more with boys than girls. 

Parents stressed the need for more emphasis on teaching 
youth vocational skills and home responsibilities, but young 
people were less enthusiastic. 

Problems: 

e Many young people do not "talk things over" with their par
ents and thereby fail to benefit from this source of guidance. 

e Parents are not fully aware of the vocational training courses 
currently available through county schools and school-related 
programs. 

e The value of family-centered recreation is not adequately 
appreciated. 

e The establishing of "ground rules" to provide for proper 
division of time for "work" and "play" is needed in homes 
and c ommunitie s. 

e Mental disciplines required in choosing and following good 
health and moral habits need to be developed in young people. 
A special concern centers around habits such as smoking and 
drinking, which contribute to degradation of mental, moral, 
and disciplined behavior. 

e The television set should be used in a way planned to fulfill 
both educational and entertainment needs. 

Recommendations for Extension and Others: 

e Offer programs to encourage and assist parents in develop
ing more ways of counselling with their children. 

e Encourage 4-H Club project work on the farm and in the home 
to afford youth meaningful vocational experience. 

e Increase emphasis on family-centered noncommercial 
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activities --family outings, picnics, swimming, and enter
taining friends at home. 

e Work towards community-wide programs with parents co
operating to establish a planned set of privileges and limi
tations for youth. 

e Create an awareness of the impact of television. Encourage 
budgeting of time and selectivity in viewing. 

SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS 

Situation: 

Both the adults and young people surveyed revealed con
cern with trends such as (1) one-third of the eleventh graders 
"going steady" and {2) early marriages. These trends result 
in adjustments in plans for an education, a job, and a home. 
This study dealt with a few phases of related problems. 

Problems: 

e Early marriages with little or no thought given to the re spon
sibilities involved. 

e Concern with young teenagers "going steady. 11 

Recommendations for Extension: 

e Secure professional help in developing educational programs 
dealing with consequences of early dating, early marriages, 
and related situations. 

e Encourage and develop more interest in counselling of both 
children and parents by pastors, school counsellors, and 
other professionally trained people. 

LAWS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Situation: 

A number of laws apply specifically to youth. In certain 
instances, laws are passed and enforced to protect youth from 
being exploited. In others, laws are less specific. Some pro
vide for punishing offenders regardless of age because of acts 
considered to be against the public's interests. 

Examples of laws in the first category are: 

1. It is unlawful to sell liquor to minors undeJ.· 21 years 
of age, or cigarettes to minors under 18 years of age. 

2. A minor under 18 years of age who is arrested for a 
traffic violation is brought into Probate Court. 

3. Minors are subject to a sentence of 90 days in jail or 
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a $100 fine if apprehended trying to buy liquor. 

Other laws, less selective in age groups, are: 

1. Drunken driving is a misdemeanor and a guilty driver's 
license may be revoked. 

2. A driver is assumed to be drunk if tests show . 15 per
cent alcohol content in his blood. 

3. A driver found with an open bottle of liquor in a car is 
punishable by fine or jail sentence. 

4. The printing or sale of obscene literature is in viola
tion of a law. 

5. Operation of a night club or roadside tavern requires 
approval of specified officials, plus the employment of a depu
tized officer who shall be on duty at dances to keep minors out 
and keep the peace. 

Problems: 

e Cigarette vending machines tend to make the law concerning 
sale of cigarettes ineffective. 

e Acceptance of smoking by all classes of people creates a 
m:ixed image as a pattern for youth. 

e Because of public sentiment it is difficult to enforce many 
laws. 

e People often hesitate or refuse to sign a complaint when a 
law is violated. 

Recommendations for Extension: 

e Continue to emphasize educational programs that stress the 
positive approach in removing obstacles to desirable youth 
development and training programs -- for example: ( l) 
appeal to news stand operators to keep obscene literature 
off their counters; and (2) provide youth guidance or counsel
ling services that encourage youth to follow common sense 
"laws" for their best interests. Efforts should also be made 
to coordinate educational programs in which the final goals 
are the same. 

e Conduct or take leadership in a periodic evaluation of edu
cational programs, laws, and regulations concerned with 
youth. 

Recommendations for Others than Extension: 

e Church organizations, parent-teacher associations, and 
other groups with similar interests should become more 
active in urging cooperation with law enforcement officers 
so that existing laws may becom.e more effective. 
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e Consultation with professional people (pastors, doctors, soc
ial workers, psychologists, and law enforcement officials) 
will help in the complicated task of improving the environ
ment for youth. 

COUNTY 4-H CLUB WORK 

Situation: 

Phases of the county 4-H Club program which were studied in
cluded: 

1. County-wide meetings, held four times each year in 
addition to the annual 4-H Federation meeting. Three of these 
are identical in program-content but are held in three different 
parts of the county. Subjects stressed relate to officer's train
ing, recreation, and project information. 

2. The offering of 4-H Club projects which have not changed 
materially for a number of years. In too many instances, club 
members continue to repeat the same project. 

3. The 4-H Club livestock judging practices that are held 
just prior to entering a contest.· 

Problems: 

e Duplication of efforts of Extension agents in identical leader 
training meetings repeated at several points in the county 
should no longer be necessary. This situation should be 
studied and more efficient plans considered for teaching 4-H 
Club subject-matter. 

e 4-H Club members lose interest in projects that do not pro
vide for advancement from year to year . 

• 4-H Club livestock judging practices are held during the 
school year, when only a limited number of 4-H Club mem
bers can attend, although the sessions are open to all live
stock club members. 

Recommendations for Extension and Ot)1.ers: 

e The 4-H Club subcommittee believes there should be seven 
or eight county-wide leadership training meetings. These 
should be held once each month when no regular county-wide 
4-H Club event is scheduled. Meetings should be well plan
ned, with the main emphasis given to project information. 
Each meeting could feature two or three phases of education
al work, with each agent taking part. 

e Some new projects should be offered 4-H Club members as a 
means of stimulating interest in more fields of work. Pilot 
projects might be tried to determine the ones likely to be in 
greatest demand. Such projects might include first-aid 

- 40 -



training, career exploration, automotive projects, tourist 
promotion, and etiquette. 

e A scheduled, year-round livestock judging program seems 
desirable as a means of reaching more 4-H Club members. 
Parents should be urged to take part also. In some instances, 
other fields of interest might be included. 

e Other items deserving consideration are: (1) recreational 
activities for older 4-H Club members; (2) special work for 
post-high school youth (possible in junior leadership) ; (3) 
enlarging parent participation; (4) greater stress on 4-H 
Club records; and (5) concentration on medium sized 4-H 
Clubs. 

Public Affairs 

Situation: 

The people of Becker County are becoming concerned about 
mounting taxation and the costs of public services in general -
especially those at the local level. People are also interested 
in both more public services and more public facilities. This 
conflict of interest has created a demand for more public policy 
information. The citizens wish to become better informed and 
to assume more responsibility in determining future policies 
and programs 

Expected Trends.: 

Possibly more public services and higher taxes. 

Recommendations for Others than Extension: 

e County officials and school administrators should prepare 
yearly reports with more detailed information on the sources 
of revenues and expenses of each public service facility. 
This would aid citizens interested in analyzing costs and 
benefits of public services more accurately and in assuming 
their responsibility as citizens more wisely. 

e Local groups or organizations throughout the county should 
be encouraged to study and take part in public affairs con
cerned with: 

1. Evaluation of real estate, personal property, and tax 
levies. 

2. Sources of tax revenues such as sales tax. 

3. Bonding for roads, schools, and other improvements. 

4. Evaluation of public services, costs of existing pro
grams and policies, and numerous proposed programs. 
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5. Public land and land zoning. 

The Agricultural Extension Service and other educational 
institutions can help organized groups collect, analyze, and 
pre sent public affairs information. 

CIVU. DEFENSE 

Situation: 

The Becker County Civilian Defense program is organized 
as follows: 

* County Civil Defense Director (1961} --Mr. John Jacoby. * Fiscal Administration -- County Auditor and Detroit Lakes 
City Clerk. * Engineering Service -- County Highway and Street Depart
ment. * Communications -- Ted Fark, Telephone Company, Detroit 
Lakes. * Welfare-- Executive Director of County Welfare. * Transportation -- Duane Dann, Detroit Lakes. * Fire and Rescue -- Chief of Detroit Lakes Fire Department. * Police -- Chief of Police, Detroit Lakes and County Sheriff. * Medical -- County Medical Chief, Dr. C. W. Moberg, 
Detroit Lakes. * Economic Requirements and Controls-- agencies, USDA. 

Major responsibilities of Becker County Civil Defense in case 
of disaster: 

e St. Mary Hospital, Detroit Lakes, is designated as the re
ceiving hospital for Moorhead. 

e Becker County is expected to be prepared for housing and 
feeding the 38, 000 evacuated from the Moorhead area. 

e Becker County officials will accept Clay County Civil De
fense command, if necessary, at Lake Park High School. 

Major Problem: 

Apathy of the people, 

Recommendations for Extension and Others: 

e Sponsor an educational effort dealing with the necessity and 
construction of a "fall-out shelter. 11 

e Encourage more public participation in Civil Defense classes 
to be offered at high schools. 

e Conduct educational programs to develop awareness of the 
need for training in civilian defense skills. 

e Conduct a county-wide survey to compile a record of people 
capable of performing special services useful in Civil 
Defense work. 
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EMPLOYMENT AND INDUSTRY 

Situation: 

The committee on employment and industry reported that: 

l. There is a labor surplus in the county. This tends to 
hold down wages even during seasons of highest employment .. 

2. The tourist industry provides some extra summer 
employment for both older and. younger people. 

3. A number of county residents work elsewhere much of 
the time. Many are employed on construction work in the 
Fargo-Moorhead area. Much outside-the-county work is sea
sonal. 

4. Poultry and food processing plants in Detroit Lakes, 
Frazee, and Lake Park provide opportunities for seasonal part
time employment. Sources of labor for these plants are mainly 
from farms and homes in this area. 

5. Seasonal labor situations cause a large number of peo
ple to apply for unemployment compensation during the off
seasons. 

6. Some aspects of the unemployment compensation laws 
discourage people from accepting employment. 

7. The employment service provides placement help in 
Frazee, Ogema, Osage, and Lake Park. It reports at the 
Detroit Lakes City Hall on Tuesdays of every week. Only a 
limited number of people use the services. 

Recommendations for Extension: 

e Take leadership in setting up a discussion on revision of the 
tax structure and other laws as a means to stimulate indus
try and employment. 

e Take part in a program of developing and encouraging exist
ing industries now in the area. This requires com.nmnity 
and county effort. 

e Help investigate the possibility for developing winter sports 
in the area. 

e Make known such information about employment agency re
presentatives as address, telephone number, and the various 
placement services for both full and part-time employment. 
There may be a special need for a clearing house service, 
particularly for part-time employment. 

e Explore the possibility of developing the wild rice industry. 
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COUNTY FAIR AND CULTURE 

Situation: 

Cultural programs, such as the county fair, have been a 
great influence on agriculture, home economics, gardening, 
bobbies, and youth. The pre sent county fairgrounds site on 
Rossman Avenue was deeded to the Becker County Agricultural 
Society and Rae ing Association in 1891. Since then, fair ex
positions have been held annually. In recent years, adult par
ticipation in agricultural phases of the county fair has decreas
ed-- mainly because of limited facilities. 

Future Trends Desired: 

The committee believes that the cultural influences of the 
county fair would be enhanced if more people took part. Espe
cially needed are people with broader interests, including, ed
ucation, industry, agriculture, labor, music, etc. Life in 
Becker County has changed drastically since 1891. The county-· 
fair program has not kept pace with these changes. 

Goals: Participation by more special-interest groups to broaden 
the county fair program,- and also, to enlarge the base for fi
nancial support. 

Recommendations for County Fair Board: 

e Provide opportunities for more groups to take part in the 
county fair. 

e Provide for a broader education program by developing more 
interest in local programs such as conservation, safety, etc. 

e Provide for more participation by commodity groups and 
provide facilities for making sales. Promote local indus
tries such as manufacturing, food processing, wood indus
tries, boat and house building, gun making, etc. Provide 
opportunities for selling products of local craftsmen and 
artists. 

e Sponsor activities such as a science fair and the making of 
labor-saving devices. . 

e Provide an opportunity for service-group participation. 
Examples: Telephone companies, highway departments, 
and various public utilities. 

e Provide youth with more opportunities. Expand the county 
fair program to include Boy Scouts, Campfire Girls, car 
clubs, etc. 

e Provide for a larger 4-H Club livestock activity by develop
ing a 4-H Club market livestock sale. 

e Build more local entertainment around local participation in 
such events as horse shows, etc. 

e Select judges on the basis of special qualifications and assign 
them to the classes for which they are best qualified. An 
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exhibitor's reactions to the judges serve as the best guide 
£or selection. 

TOURIST INDUSTRY 

Situation: 

Size of Industry -- The tourist industry is important to 
Becker County. A vacation-travel survey conducted by the 
Minnesota Arrowhead Association (from May 11 through Sep
tember 13, 1958) gave estimated total expenditures of travel
ers (see table 26). 

Table 26. Comparison of tourist expenditures. 

Count or counties 

Aitkin . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . $1 , 81 0 
Becker ......•................. 1, 813 
Cass ••.......•.....•. ." ........ b,"174 
Cook •.....•..................... 832 
Crow Wing • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 5, 423 
Hubbard • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 186 
Itasca . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 782 
Koochiching .......•..•........... 578 
Lake ...•..........•........... 1, 415 
Lake of the Woods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 579 
Mahnomen and Clearwater ......... 790 
Mille Lacs .•....................• 553 
Pine and Carlton .......•........• 713 
Roseau and Beltrami . . . . . . • . • . . 2, 376 
St. Louis ...................... 4, 015 
Wadena ...................•...... 232 

Total $32,268 

Percent 
of 

total 

5.6 
5.6 

19.1 
2. 6 

16.8 
6.8 
8.6 
1.8 
4.4 
1.8 
2.5 
1.7 
2.2 
7.4 

12.4 
. 7 

100.0 

Recreational Facilities -- The Minnesota Arrowhead Assoc
iation also conducted a similar vacation-travel survey on rec
reational facilities at resorts in the area. A summary of this 
survey for Becker, Hubbard, and Mahnomen counties follows 
(tables 27, 28, 29). 
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Table 27. Comparison of recreational facilities. 

a ms 
and Swimming Equipment Row Outboard 

County rooms facilities and games boats motors 
no. no. rank no. rank no. rank no. rank 

Becker 1' 053 135 430 5 575 217 4 

Hubbard 1,339 176 787 1' 177 343 3 

Mahnomen 34 2 7 15 4 22 5 2 

Note: Becker County has been placed in the number one group 
for swimming facilities for tourist, but ranked in the fifth 
group in resort recreation equipment. 

Table 28. Accommodation !acilitie s reported by the Minnc sota 
Arrowhe~d Association vacation-travel survey. 

Hot and Privat'e Inside Electric Mechanical 
County Cabins cold water bath or flush lights refrigerator Fireplace 

Becker 

Hubbard 

Mahnomen 

19 county total 

924 

I, 261 

21 

14,234 

52. 3 

45.9 

35.9 

shower toilets 

50.9 

43.6 

34.5 

percent 

63. I 

61. 5 

19.0 

54.0 

88.9 

95. 6 

100.0 

87.3 

83. I 

88.6 

100.0 

79.3 

3.5 

6. 6 

14.3 

3.8 

Note: Becker County is above average for the 19 counties in
cluded in the survey on all facilities except fireplaces. 

The tourist industry is an important part of the economy of 
Becker County. The committee felt that the natural resources 
of Becker County offer an opportunity for greater development. 
The future prospects for more people traveling, sightseeing, 
and vacationing are excellent. In order to attract these people 
to our county, local people must plan in advance. 

Local problems examined by the committee: 

e Weed problems on lake shores. 
e Finances for modernization and expansion purposes. 

Recommendations for Extension and Others: 

e Urge the University of Minnesota to conduct research work 
on weed control in lakes and to assist in making recommen
dations for other forms of improvement. 

e Develop an annual winter youth training program on "tourist 
services. 11 This should interest potential summer workers. 

e Endeavor to develop a 3 to 10-year-term loan program for 
resort operators. The Extension service might intiate such 
a study by discussing it with appropriate credit men. A 
three-man committee, consisting of a qualified Extension 
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service worker, a member of the University of Minnesota 
economics department, and a representative of state finan
ciers, is suggested as a study group. 

e Conduct a workshop session on accounting systems for small 
resort operators. This would be helpful to them in long range 
planning and in securing adequate financing for their busi
nesses, 

Table 29. Travelers' attitudes -- percentage ratings given by 
travelers in the 19-county area MAA survey in Minnesota, 1958 
and 1948. 

Item 1958 1948 
percent 

Beauty of scenery •• ,.,, ••••••.•• ,....... 78 72 

Courtesy of resort employees . . • • • • • • • • • • . 67 70 

Service at resort ••. , , •• , •• , • , ••• , • , , . • • • 51 54 

General appearance of resort . • • • • • • • • • • • • 47 52 

Convenience of resort location • . • • • • • • • • • • 45 50 

Courtesy of other Minnesotans ••••••••.. , • 41 42 

Fishing facilities • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 39 44 

Weather • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . • • 34 

Condition of highways • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • . 31 45 

Toilet and bath facilities •••• , . • • • . • • • • • • • 29 

Reasonableness of prices •.•••••••••••••.• 29 

Beds and furniture •• , •• , ••• , • , , , . • • • • • • . • 27 

Number of fish caught by members of party • 23 13 

Quality of food at places other than resort •• 15 13 

Swimming facilities •••••••.••••• , , ••••• , • 15 17 

Absence of mosquitoes and insects ••••• , ••• 15 

Fishing laws , • , •• , , ••••• , • , • , •• , • , , •••• , • 14 

Children recreational facilities •.•••..••••• 12 15 

Adult recreational facilities •.••••••••••••• 10 15 

>:< Information for 1948 not provided. 
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Committees 

FARM BUSINESS STUDY COMMITTEE 

Committee Members: 

Milo Moe, Chairman, Detroit Lakes; Dr. R. L. Westlake, Joe 
Jovanovich, Parnell Sanford, Cecil Bergquist, Donald Unlin, 
Gordon Mitchell, Thorton Lemmon, Norman Glawe, Robert V. 
Leiseth, Detroit Lakes; Frank DeGroat, Palmer Peterson, 
Chester Anderson, Stanton Fjeld, Orlo Anderson, Dean W. 
Iverson, Louie Olson, Gordon Burnett, Lake Park; LaVetne 
Jacobson, Audubon; Desmond Kunz and Mike Winter, Ogema; 
Allen Rice, Frazee; Kenneth Bromander, Ulen; Walter Willen
bring, Park Rapids; and Walter Weaver, Ponsford. 

Consultants; 

Edward C. Fredrick, Dairy Specialist, Northwest School and 
Experiment Station, Crookston; Ralph Wayne, Minnesota Ex
tension Dairyman; Howard Kiebel, Farm and Home Supervisor; 
W. H. Long, Frank Karsnia, County Agent Ernest A. Nelson, 
Detroit Lakes; LeRoy Vorget and Martin Mattson, Lake Park; 
Carl Jacobson, Audubon; Arnold Haukebo, Frazee; and Melvin 
Rogness, Lake Park. 

NATURAL RESOURCES STUDY COMMITTEE 

Committee Members: 

Donald Grandrud, Chairman, Audubon; .LeRoy Erickson, Detroit 
Lakes; A. D. Kadletz, Detroit Lakes; Walter Danielson, Call
away; Art Troseth, illen; Peter Lindon, Rochert; Charles Rob
inson, Osage; Orville Herfindahl, Lake Park; Jerome Matter, 
Callaway; George Scherzer, Callaway; David Mickelson, Menahga; 
Jerome Jirava, Ogema; Dr. Tom Rogstad, Detroit Lakes; and 
Gordon Emerson, Detroit Lakes. · 

Consultants: 

DeWitt Clason, Land Commissioner, Detroit Lakes; Norman 
Zauche, State Forester, Osage; John Childs, Asst. Chief of 
Forest Management, St. Paul; Bill Olson, District Forester, 
Park Rapids; Wayne Ruona, Soil Conservationist, Detroit Lakes; 
Orville Nordsletten and Jerry Savada, Minnesota Game and 
Fish Division, Detroit Lakes; and Ernest A. Nelson, County 
Agricultural Agent, Detroit Lakes. 
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FAMILY LIVING STUDY COMMITTEE 

Committee Members: 

Mrs. Harold Hanson, chairman, Ogema; Mrs. Lester Stolp, re
porter, Detroit Lakes; Mrs. Martin Thorson, Lake Park; Mrs. 
Harland Erickson, Ulen; Mrs. Chester Anderson, Lake Park; 
Mrs. Winston Larson, Detroit Lakes; Mrs. Duane Erickson, 
Pelican Rapids; Mrs. Al Holstad, Detroit Lakes; Mrs. Orlo 
Anderson, Lake Park; Mrs. Walt Weaver, Ponsford; Mrs. 
Ted Larson, Pelican Rapids; Mrs. Elmer Gibbons, Frazee; 
Mrs. Robert Manners, Ponsford; Mrs. Lawrence Kraker, 
Ogema; Mrs. James Henderson, Osage; Mrs. William Greig, 
Ponsford; Mrs. Palmer Tungesvick, Ogema; Mrs. Gust Kle
mentson, Ulen; Mrs. Les Enfield, Osage; Mrs. Ernest Erickson, 
Pelican Rapids; Mrs. Levi Luckason, Osage. 

YOUTH STUDY COMMITTEE 

Committee Members: 

Mrs. Virgil Stover, chairman, Lake Park; Duane Lemmon, 
vice-chairman, Detroit Lakes; Mrs, Clifford Anderson, Detroit 
Lakes; Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Eidenschink, Detroit Lakes; 
Henry Gjersvig, Detroit Lakes; Casper Hegdal, Detroit Lakes; 
Mrs. Orville Herfindahl, Lake Park; Mrs. John Jenkin, Call
away; Mrs, Eddie Joleka, Park Rapids; Carl Kahnke, Ogema; 
Mrs. Rodney Lindstrom, Detroit Lakes: Mrs. Stanley Lunde, 
Ulen; Rev. R. E. Massen, Detroit Lakes; Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Sharp, Park Rapids; Mrs. Clarence Schmidt, Detroit Lakes; 
Mrs. Arthur Troseth, Ulen; Mr. and Mrs. Roy Wright, Park 
Rapids; Mrs. Hugo Kangas, Wolf Lake; and Myrtle J. Paulson, 
committee recorder, Detroit Lakes. 

Consultants: 

Ernest Nelson, County Agent; Curtis Churness, Assistant 
County Agent; Lowell Benshoof, County Attorney; James Larson, 
Sheriff; Ray Thorpe, Chief of Police; Al Johnson, Mayor; 
George Simpson, Junior High School Principal; Rev. R. G. 
Troeger; Rev. Elmer J. Johnson; Rev. Claude Bratvold; Rev. 
Eugene McGlothlin, OSB {all of Detroit Lakes); Grace Dougher
ty, State Department of Education; Alf Bakken, mayor, Audubon; 
Joe Stalberger, Ogema; Alton Ulrich, Chief of Police, Audubon; 
John Hirsh, School Principal, Lake Park; Donald Eveslage, 
School Principal, Frazee; Bruce Carlson, School Superinten
dent, Audubon; and George Donahue, State Extension Sociol
ogist, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS STUDY COMMITTEE 

Committee Members: 

W. E. Nelson, chairman, Detroit Lakes; Miss Eleanor Miller, 
Ralph Anderson, Tom Keenan, Chamber of Commerce, Richard 
Blanding, Dr. Duane Wething, Carl Randolph, Detroit Lakes; 
Helge Anderson, Callaway; Edison Jerdee, Lyle Dahlgren, Carl 
Carlson, Virgil Stover, Lake Park; Mrs. Ed Trieflaff, Robert 
Shaw, Ralph Nelson, Frazee; Edgar Ballard and Joe Safar, 
Ogema. 

Consultants: 

Lawrence Simonson, Extension Tourist Specialist, Grand 
Rapids; Fred Diles, Detroit Lakes; Ernest A. Nelson, County 
Agent, Ade Boze, John Jacoby, Clem TeVogt, Detroit Lakes; 
Ray Dormanen, Osage; C. Sjolander, Employment Service, 
Moorhead. 
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BECKER COUNTY EXTENSION COMMITTEE 

Left to right, front row: Mar ella Strobel, Home 
Agent; Mrs. Elmer Gibbons, President, Extension 
Committ e, Frazee; Mrs. Rodney Lindstrom, im
mediate past president, Detroit Lakes; and Ernest 
A. Nelson, County Agricultural Agent. 

Second row: Curtis J. Churness, Asst. County 
Agent; Milo Moe, Detroit Lakes; Carl Randolph, 
County Auditor, Detroit Lakes; Helge Ander son, 
Commissioner, Callaway; and Charles Robinson, 
Osage . 

Tho se on the Extension Committee not shown in
clude: George Scherzer, Callaway; Frank DeGroat, 
Lake P ark; and R alp h Nelson, Chairman of the 
Board of Commissioners, Frazee. 
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This study was made by the people 
of Becker County themselves, aided by 
various agencies and officials. It is pub
lished under supervision of the Becker 
County Extension Committee. The print
ed report serves as a summary of all the 
research and planning that the study com
mittees and subcommittees have done. 
The recommendations each study com
mittee has made refer to both specific 
and general problems. In some cases, 
work on these questions can be done by 
the Extension service. In other cases, 
other agencies and the community at 
large must work toward solutions. The 
purpose of this study is to bring these 
questions to light, along with the facts 
and statistics to support them. If those 
problems and recommendations can be 
shared with all of the citizens of Becker 
County, solutions can undoubtedly be 
found. These are the ultimate aims of 
long range planning: to examine today' s 
most urgent problems and to prepare 
for tomorrow's. 


