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EXTENSION \v'ORK IN NORTHEASTERN MINNESOTA 

Northeastern Minnesota in many respects presents a strong contrast to the rest 
of the State. The United States Bureau of Census in its 1950 census of agriculture 
recognizes these ~ifferences by setting off 13 northeastern counties as a separate 
economic area. 

They divide the st ate into eight economic areas and two sub-areas. The 
counties comprising each of these areas have similar agricultural, demographic, 
climatic, physiographic, and cultural characteristics. The map,which follows, 
delineates the Northeastern cut-over counties included in the same economic area. 
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Data taken from the 1950 U. s. census of agriculture shows some of the con
trasts in this area as compared to the rest of the State. 

Number of farms 

Land in farms (acres) 

Percentage of land in farms 

Average size of farms (acres) 

Cropland per farm reporting (acres) 

Northeastern 
Minnesota 

17.9 

143.6 

53.6 

Minnesota other than 
the 1} N.E. counties 

157,452 

29,883..371 

189.8 

It can be seen from the map that this is a large area. Out of a total of 
51,205,760 acres in the entire state it occupies 17,347,840 acres or 33.8 per cent. 
Of this, only 3,111,456 acres or 17.9 per cent were in farms as compared with 88.3 
per cent in farms for the balance of the State. 

The farms are relatively small and have an avera,ge of approximately 54 acres of 
crop land as compared to 141 acres for the rest of the Stfl,te. 

The following data continues the comparison. 

Value of land and buildings per farm 

Average sales of farm products per farm 

Percentage of families having other income 
exceeding value of agricultural products 
sold 

Percentage of farmers working off farm 
100 days or more 

Percentage of owner operators 

Northeastern 
Minnesota 

$5,545 

$1,872 

95.6 

Minnesota other than 
the 13 N.E. counties 

76.8 

The farms are not only smaller in size than is true of other parts of Minnesota, 
but they ~.ve a much lower value and produce a smaller income as shown in the above 
table. In 1949 the income from farm products per farm in Northeastern Minnesota was 
less than one-third of that in the rest of the State. The total average income 
per farm, however, is substantially higher than that obtained from the sale of farm 
products. More than tl'ro-fifths of the farmers in the area have other income exceed
ing the value of agricul~tlral products sold. More than one-half are employed in 
work a'!!ray from the farm, and almost one-third work off the farm more than 100 days 
per year. From all indications the numbers are increasing. 
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~ Farms in the economic area are largely dependent upon livestock and livestock 
products for their income as the following data taken from the 19.50 census indicates: 

Percentage of Income 

All crops sold 

All livestock and livestock products 

Forest products sold 

Dairy products, dairy cattle, and poultry account for most of the livestock and 
livestock products sold. 

Extension ProgrAm 

In the following table is sho~m the number of County Extension Agents in the 
State and Northeastern Minnesota. 

Number of agents 
State N. E. Minn. 

All agents 177 26 

Co. agr. agents and 
ass't agr. agents 101 16 

Home agents 60 4 

Permanent 4-H agents 16 6 

Farm families per Agent 
State N. E. Minn. 

1012 

1773 

298.5 

1119.5 

8.33 

13.54 

.5414 

3611 

The concentration of agents in relation to the numbers of farm families is 
somewhat greater in Northeastern Minnesota than for the State as a whole. This is 
particularly true of the agricultural agents and 4-H agents. The number of home 
agents is small as compared to the rest of the State. 

From the annual statistical reports of county extension it is possible to get a 
quick look at the summary of activities and accomplishments for the preceding 12 
months. The following is from the 1952 reports, covering the period from October 1, 
1951, to September 30, 1952· 

No. farms on which changes in 
practices have definitely 
resulted from agricultural 
programs 

No. farms involved in pre
ceding question which were 
reached this year for the 
first time 

Minnesota 
Percentage of 
total numbers 

Numbers of farms 
reached reached 

110,329 

12,399 

N,E. Minnesota 
Percentage of 
total numbers 

Numbers of farms 
reached reached 

11,074 51.0 

1,680 
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Minnesota N.E. Minnesota. 
Percentage of 
total numbers 

Numbers of farms 
reached reached 

Percentage of 
total numbers 

Numbers of farms 
reached reached 

No. farm homes in which changes 
in practices have definitely 
resulted from home demonstration 
program 58,686 

No. farm homes 111ith 4-H club 
members enrolled 25,460 

No. farm homes in 11rhich changes 
in practices have definitely 
resulted from home demonstration 
program for first time 10,177 

Total no. different farm 
families influenced by some 
phase of the extension program 132,509 

JJ.l 20.4 

14.4 

700 

74.8 li.J,,J81 66.2 

The above figures include all tYPes of extension activities. The percentage of farm 
families reached with some phase of extension work is somewhat higher for the State 
as a whole than for nor~heastern Minnesota. Four-H Club work, however, reaches a 
higher percentage of farm homes in Northeastern Minnesota than for the State as a 
whole. 

Attention is called to the fact that the extension service program influenced a 
considerable number of persons other than farmers as indicated in the following 
table: 

No. non farm families making changes in 
practices as result of agricultural program 

No. other homes in which changes in practices 
have definitely resulted from home demonstra
tion program 

No. other homes involved in preceding 
question that '!Jrere reached this year for 
first time 

Total no. different other families influenced 
by some phase of extension program 

State 

16,608 

14,072 

4,990 

28,545 

N. E. Minnesota 

1,981 

408 

5,648 

In most respects the extension program follows the general pattern of the rest of 
the State, modified to meet the needs of this section of the State. There are, 
ho,1rever, some special extension activities carried on in this area that merit some 
mention. 
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Special Activities 

) Land Classification and land zoning --- Some years ago the agents working with 
a land use extension specialist and local committees assisted in classifying the 
land in all but two of the counties in Northeastern Minnesota as to its adaptability 
for agricultural use. Following this classification eight of the counties have 
legally zoned their land dividing it into land that can be used for farming and 
land that must be given over to some other use ~ch as forestry or recreation. 

Forestry program in Itasca County --- An assistant agricultural agent who is 
a trained forester is assisting the farmers in Itasca County with their forestry 
problems - both production and marketing. 

Use of radio in Extension work --- Influenced to some extent by the sparseness 
of population and the long distances to drive to meet the extension needs of their 
farmers the agents in Northeastern Minnesota have made extensive use of the radio 
as one means of disseminating extension information. As an example, the agents in 
St. Louis County have used the radio regularly in connection with their extension 
program for approximately twenty years, and were among the pioneers in its use 
for this purpose. Agents in several other of the Northeastern Minnesota counties 
followed closely and continue to make excellent use of this medium. 


