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Woody Plants 
for Minnesota 

C. Gustav Hard and Marvin E. Smith 1 

Deciduous trees and shrubs form the backbone of any landscape or 
shelterbelt planting. The trees serve many purposes: they frame the 
house, provide shade for the family, provide shelter for livestock, and 
form a background for the house and yard. In windbreaks and shelter
belts they furnish year-round protection to fields and farmstead. 

The shrubs are used in the foundation 
planting to blend the house with land
scape; in shrub borders for screening, 
beauty, and a background for flowers; and 
in shelterbelts to give ground-line density 
and control drifting snow. Shrubs are 
also used in hedges which line the drive 
or separate landscape areas. 

To select and use these materials in
telligently, we must know something 
about them. V/e must know their hardi
ness, color and time of bloom, foliage and 
twig te!'ture, color of summer and fall 
leaves, color and season of fruits, winter 
stem color, site preference, and mature 
size: Only when we know these things 
about a shrub or tree can we select and 
use it intelligently. 

Ordering and Caring for 
Nursery Stock 

Nursery stock should be ordered early 
to be certain of a good selection. Order 
from a reputable nursery, preferably with
in the state and as near to home as pos
sible. Such nurserymen are interested in 
your problems and are more likely to 
have varieties adapted to your locality. 

\Vhen the nursery stock arrives, open 
the bundle and examine the roots care
fully. If they are at all dry, stand them 
in water for several hours before planting 
them. Plant as soon as possible. 

If for some reason you cannot plant 
them immediately, heel-in the stock in a 
shaded, moist site. The north side of a 
building or a grove is a good place. Dig 
a trench with one side vertical and the 
other sloping, and then lay out the plants 
on the slope face with the roots toward 
the vertical side. Throw soil over the 
roots and tramp this soil clown to elimi
nate air pockets. The plants can be pro
tected until weather and soil conditions 
are right for planting. See figure 1 (heel
ing-in). 

Fig. I. "Heeling-in" trees. 

1 Extension horticulturist and extension forester, respectively. Credit is given to Leon C. Snyder, 
Albert Johnson, Robert A. Phillips, and Henry Hansen for assistance on recommendations and nomen· 
claturc of the plant materials. 
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Spacing Planting 
The spacing of trees and shrubs is 

very important. In shelterbelts and field 
windbreaks the distance between rows 
should be 3-4 feet greater than the width 
of the cultivating equipment. However, 
an evergreen row and an adjacent row of 
broadleaf trees should be separated by at 
least 16 feet. \Vithin rows, trees should 
be spaced 6 to 8 feet apart and shrubs 
4 feet apart. 

'Trees in the yard should be spaced so 
that each will have enough room to 
develop without crowding. You can judge 
the spacing by measuring the branch 
spread of several mature trees in your 
neighborhood. Most large trees will have 
a branch spread of 50 or more feet. 

Trees used for framing the house 
should be at least 2 5 to 3 0 feet from 
the front corners of the house at about 
a 45-degree angle. Place shade trees where 
shade is most needed and background 
trees near the backof the yard. 

Shrubs used in the foundation and 
border plantings should have plenty of 
room to develop, too. Large shrubs, such 
as honeysuckle, lilac, and mockorangc. 
need at least 5 to 7 feet of space. Medium 
shrubs like cotoneaster and rugosa rose 
need 3 to 5 feet, while small shrubs like 
Froebel spirea and alpine currant need 
2 to 3 feet. 

\Vhere low shrubs are used in front 
of taller types, it is especially important 
to allow .room for development of both. 
Otherwi~e you will find the smaller 
shrubs will be struggling for their exist
ance under the shade of taller shrubs. Be 
sure also to leave ample room-about 2 V2 
to 3 feet-so that the shrubs have ample 
room to grow in all directions. RemCJn
ber, these shrubs are often quite small 
when planted in the landscape des,ign, so 
consideration ·must be given to their 
mature size. 

The secret of successful planting is to 
have the soil properly prepared. For 
shelterbelts and field windbreaks this 
means plowing and summer fa11owing the 
previous season if there is a sod cover or 
where there arc silt and clay soils. For 
foundation and border plantings this 
means spading and working the soil thor
oughly over the entire area where the 
shrubs are to be planted. This should be 
clone the previous fall, although where 
water is readily available it can be done 
just before planting. If there is a thick 
sod over the area to be planted, scalp 
the sod off before working the soil. 

Dormant trees and shrubs may be 
planted during the spring season until 
about June l. Certain "ba11cd and bur
lapped" and container-grown stock can be 
planted throughout the growing season. 
Fa11 planting can be clone with dormant 
trees and shrubs. 

Dig each hole large enough to ac
commodate the root system of the shrub. 
Long, straggly roots should be cut back 
rather than doubled up to fit into the 
hole. Set the shrub so that it wi11 be an 
inch or so deeper than it was in the 
nursery, then put in good soil around the 
roots and pack it down. Leave a depres
sion at the top and add enough water 
to soak the soil thoroughly around the 
roots. This helps to settle the soil and 
eliminate air pockets. After the water has 
soaked in, level the soil around the shrubs. 
If you reach sub-soil when digging the 
hole, put this sub-soil in a separate pile 
and use it only on top or replace it with 
top-soil. 

Pruning should be a thinning-out 
process which leaves a natural crown on 
the newly planted tree. \Vhen branches 
are headed back, cut to a side branch or 
bud. Make all cuts clean with a sharp 
knife or pruning shears, and leave no 
stubs sticking out from the trunk or 
main branches. 
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Broad-leaved trees and shrubs used in 
protection plantings need not be any 
larger than 1- or 2-year -old seedlings and 
may be planted with a mechanical tree 
planter or the aiel of a two-bottom plow. 
If you use the plow, straighten the trees 
and firm the soil around the roots. For 
further information on planting the 
shelterbelt see Extension Bulletin 196, 
"Planting the Farmstead Shelterbelt." 

Culture 
It is important that you take good care 

of all new plantings. Keep the soil culti
vated to control weeds and help conserve 
moisture. Water the plants during dry 
periods, especially the first year after 
planting. For further information on 
points of culture such as pruning and 
fertilizing see Extension Bulletin 196, 
"Planting the Farmstead Sheiterbelt," 
and 283, "Landscaping the Home." 

Selecting Varieties 
The varieties of trees and shrubs that 

you select should be made as a result of 
a careful study of them and your personal 
preferences. It is suggested that you con
sult your local nurseryman about the 
materials he has available. Attend garden 
tours where you will see many trees and 
shrubs growing under home conditions. 
If possible, visit the Minnesota Land
scape Arboretum (located near Excelsior, 
lVIinnesota) to see plant materials for 
landscape and shelterbelt purposes. 

Trees and shrubs must be selected 
carefully to fit the location where they 

will be used. Trees used for framing 
should be long-lived and their size and 
fom1 should fit the house and grounds. 
An example is the American elm. It is 
an excellent tree for framing a large house 
on a large lot, but a smaller tree might 
be more suitable for framing a one-story 
home. 

A shade tree should give a reasonable 
amount of shade but the leaves must not 
be so dense that the grass cannot grow 
beneath the tree. Consider also the sea
sonal appearance of the tree-its flowers, 
colorful fruits, and autumn color. 

In selecting shrubs for the foundation 
planting, hardiness, size, texture, and 
fom1 arc the most important considera
tions. Usually fine-textured, compact 
shrubs are the best. Foliage color, flower
ing and fruit habits, and fall and winter 
color should also be considered. Shrubs 
to be used in a border are selected on 
much the same basis except ·that coarser 
types of shrubs can be used. 

In making your selections do not se11 
your space too cheaply. Select shrubs 
that combine as many desirable features 
as possible-taking care to pick those 
that add interest in all seasons. A lilac 
or a mockorange has beautiful bloom but 
has little interest during the balance of 
the year. On the other hand winged 
euonymus lacks conspicuous flowers, but 
has fine-textured foliage which can be 
enjoyed throughout the summer. 

In the shelterbelt, hardiness, density of 
foliage, mature height, shade, tolerance, 
and rate of growth are primary considera
tions. The ability to grow and thrive with 
a minimum of care is important. 

Plant List 
To assist with the selection of the right 

trees, shrubs, and vines for your planting, 
the following list of material has been 
prepared. The map on the next page 

shows the hardiness zones accepted by 
the :Minnesota Horticulture Society for 
both fruit and woody plants. New va
rieties or plants on which sufficient infor-
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mation is lacking arc sugges ted for trial 

only. Plants listed as scmiharcly are those 

that kill back but start from the base and 

will bloom on new wood . 

The normal height of the plant under 
cultivation is given at the beginning of 
each de cription . Plants arc listed alpha
betically according to scientific name and 
the common name is listed nex t. 

Deciduous Trees 
Acer negundo (Boxelder)- 50 feet, 

large, spreading tree with compound 
leaves. Na tive over most of the state and 
widely planted . Va luable in the shelter
belt and field windbreak plantings in 
wes tern M inneso ta. No t recommenclccl 
for lawn or boulevard plantings because of 
its irregular form and its brittle b ranches 
which often break clown in ice storms. 
Boxclcl er bugs harbored by this species 
arc also annoying. Hardy in all zones. 

Acer platanoides (Norway M aple)-50 
fee t, large, spreading, dense. Leaves large, 
clark green, producing very dense shade. 
It is diffi cult to grow a good lawn under 
these trees because of their dense shade 
and shallow rooting habits. Planted in 
parks and along bouleva rds. Hardy in 
zones l and 2; trial in zone 3. 

Acer platanoides 'variegatum' (Varie
gated Norway Maple and its varieties)
Similar to N orway maple except that the 

Plant Zones 

Variegate d Norway Maple 

leaves have white borders. Hardiness same 
as for Norway maple. 

Acer platanoides schwedleri (Schwedler 
Maple)-Similar to Norway maple except 
that the leaves are bright reel when yo ung 
and turn clark green after a few weeks. 
Hardiness is the same as for Norway 
maple. 

Acer platanoides 'Crimson King' 
(Crimson King Maple)- A form of 
Sch wecller maple that was selected in 
E urope for its b rilliant crimson leaves 
that keep their color all summer. T his 
species and its va riety is subject to sun
scald and must be protected to prevent 
injury. Hardiness--trial in zones 1 and 2. 

Acer rubrum (Red Maple)- 50 feet, 
narrow upright tree, native in eastern half 
of M inneso ta. It is very attractive in ea rly 
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spring with its reel flowers that come be
fore the leaves, and later its reel fruit. 
In fall the leaves take on a brilliant scarlet 
or yellow color. This beautiful native tree 
should be used more than it is. Suitable 
for lawn or boulevard tree. Not recom
mended for dry, alkaline conditions. 
Hardy in all zones. 

Acer saccharinum (Silver Maple )-7) 
feet, large, fast-growing tree. Native along 
streams and rivers throughout Minnesota. 
Leaves are silvery green and turn yellow 
in fall. Planted widely for shade and 
shelter. In shelterbelts it gives early re
sults because of its rapid growth. Not 
recommended for small yards or sites 
near buildings because it is too large and 
its brittle wood breaks esily. Hardy in all 
zones. 

Acer saccharinum 'Laciniatum' (Weirs 
Cutleaf Maple)-This is a weeping form 
of silver maple with finely lobed leaves. 
Planted as an ornamental tree. Hardy in 
zones l and 2 and trial in zones 3 and 4. 

Acer saccharum (Sugar Maple)-60 
feet. Large, round-top tree. Native in 
rich woods throughout the state. One of 
the most handsome maples, with bright 
green leaves that turn yellow or orange 
and scarlet in the fall. \Videly planted 
for ornamental and boulevard plantings. 
Grows best in moist, rich soil. Shade 
tolerant; subject to sunscald when young. 
Hardy in all zones. 

Aesculus glabra (Ohio Buckeye)-30 
feet. Small, round-top tree. Flowers yel
lowish-white, forming distinct clusters 
when they appear in early June. Fruits 
large, nutlike, prickly at first, becoming 
smooth as they reach maturity. Seeds 
large, shiny brown. Leaves bright green, 
turning yellow in fall. Very hardy tree, 
comparatively free of insects and diseases. 
Useful where small tree is needed for the 
lawn. Difficult to transplant except when 
ve1y small. Hardy in zones 1, 2, and 3; 
trial in zone 4. 

Aesculus hippocastanum (Horse Chest
nut)-30 feet. Not as hardy as the Ohio 
buckeye with which it is often confused. 
Flowers large, white tinged with reel; 
form large, showy clusters in early June. 
Hardy in zone l; trial in zone 2. 

Ash-See Fraxinus 
Basswood-See Tilia 
Betula papyrifera (Paper Birch)-40 

feet. Native to many different sites 
throughout the state. Bark white. Planted 
in lawn in natural clumps of three or 
more. Transplant paper birch to a soil 
similar to its native habitat. Hardy in all 
zones. 

Betula nigra (River Birch)-40 feet. 
Bark reddish brown to pinkish cinna
mon color. Leaves are clark green on top 
and whitish on the lower side. A grace
ful tree with rounded top. Prefers a moist, 
sandy soil. Hardy in zones l and 2, trial 
in zone 3. 

Betula penclula (European Birch)-30 
feet. The bark is white. Has drooping 
branches. Use as a specimen. Tree should 
be planted on moist site. Hardy in all 
zones. 

Betula pendula 'gracilis' (Cutleaf Euro
pean Birch)-30 feet. Leaves deeply 
lobed on drooping branches. Bark white. 
Frequently planted for lawn specimens 
or for framing a small home. Avoid plant
ing in dry, exposed sites. Tree is subject 
to attack of bronze birch borer. Hardy in 
all zones. 

Betula populifolia (Gray Birch)-Small 
tree to 30 feet with usually ascending 
branches. Bark chalky or ashy white. A 
small, graceful tree. Suited for dry, poor 
sites as well as boggy soil. Hardy in all 
zones. 

Birdcherry-See Pnmus 
Black Locust-See Robinia 
Boxelder-See Acer 
Buckeye-See Aesculus 
Butternut-See Juglans 
Catalpa speciosa (Northern Catalpa)-

40 feet. Flowers large and showy'in June, 
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but rather messy when they drop from 
the tree. I• ruiting pods long and narrow, 
hanging to the trees all winter. Avoid 
planting in dry or exposed sites. Hardy 
in zones 1 and 2; trial in zone 3. 

Celtis occidentalis (Common Hack
berry)- 50 feet. An upright tree with 
oval hapc. Bark much roughened by 
prominent, hort, corky ridge . Drought 
rcsistan t and long-lived . \ N'idely plan ted 
in shelterbclts and street and lawn plant
ings. Subject to witches broom- a twiggy 
growth along some of the main branches 
- and insect galls on the leaves. Hardy 
in all zones. 

Cercis canadensis (Eastern Redbud)-
15 feet. Small, round-topped tree. Leaves 
large and heart-shaped, turning yellow in 
the fall. Flowers rosy-pink, pealike, com
ing before the leaves. Some very fine 
specimens arc growing in southern Min
neso ta. Success with this tree will prob
ably depend on breed ing hardy strains. 
Suitable for a small lawn tree or as a 
background tree in the shrub border. 
Trial in zones l and 2. 

Chokecherry- See Prunus 
Coffeetre See Gymnocladus 
Cottonwood- See Populus 
Crabapple- See Malus 
Crataegus spp. (Native Hawthorn)-20 

Eastern Redbud 

'Toba' Hawthorn 

feet. Hawthorns arc large shrubs or small 
trees characterized by prominent thorns 
and small, applelike fruits. Flowers showy, 
ranging in color from white to pink and 
appearing in Ia te May or ea rly June. Sev
eral native species in Minnesota are diffi
cult to distinguish . These mall trees, some 
with horizontally spreading bran ches, 
arc useful in the landscape. Also useful 
in wildlife plantings for food and shelter. 
Ilardy in all zone . 

Toba Hawth orn is a new hybrid with 
fully double flowers which are white and 
turn pink as they age. Trial in all zones. 

Elaeagnus angustifolia (Russian Olive) 
- 30 feet. Large shrubs or small trees. 
Leaves sil very green. flowers small , 
yellow, very fragrant in mid-June. Very 
hardy, dro ught rcsi tant, and all ali toler
ant. The black bark characteristic is useful 
in winter scene for landscape plantings . 
Plan ted as a snow catch and an outside 
shrub row in shcltcrbclts. ood contrast 
shrub for shrub border. Hardy in all 
zones. 

Elm- Sec Ulmus 
Fraxinus pennsylvanica subintegerrima 

(Green Ash)- 50 feet. Narrow, upright 
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tree. Drought resistant and alkali tolerant. 
One of the better trees for shelterbelt 
and field windbreak plantings. Also use
ful for street and lawn plantings in the 
drier sections of the state. 'Summit' is a 
selected variety. Hardy in all zones. 

Fraxinus mandshurica (Manchurian 
Ash)-A large tree with good form. 
Leaves a dull, clark green above and a 
softer green below. Use similar to that 
of Green Ash. Trial in all zones. 

Ginkgo biloba (Ginkgo or Maidenhair 
Tree)-30 feet. Usually narrow and up
right, sometimes spreading. Leaves fan
shaped, two-lobed, resembling the leaves 
of the Maidenhair fern. Fruits plumlike 
and ill-smelling. Since the sexes are sepa
rate, it is advisable to plant the male 
trees only. Hardy in zones 1 and 2. 

Gleditsia triacanthos (Common Honev
locust)-50 feet. Open, spreading tr~e 
with brown-colored bark and large, simple 
or branched thorns. Leaves once or twice 
compound with small leaflets; turning 
yellow in the fall. flowers greenish
white and in clusters, coming in early 
June. Pods large, flattened, sometimes 
twisted. Native in southeastern Minne
sota. A good lawn tree, although selected 
thornless varieties are preferred; occasion
ally planted in shelterbelts. Hardy in 
zones 1 and 2; trial in zone 3. 

Gleditsia triacanthos inennis (Thorn
less Honeylocust)-Similar to the com
mon type except that it is thornless or 
nearly so. Preferred for this reason. Se
lected varieties 'Sunburst', ']\!loraine', 
'Skyline', 'Imperial'. Hardy in zones 1 
and 2; trial in zone 3. 

Gymnocladus dioicus (Kentucky Co
feetree)-50 feet. Open, spreading tree. 
Leaves large, twice compound. Pods 
large and broad. Native in southeastern 
1\ilinnesota. Occasionally planted in parks 
in southern Minnesota. Avoid dry or 
exposed sites. Hardy in zones 1 and 2; 
trial in zone 3. 

Hackberry-See Celtis 
1-Iawthom--See Crataegus 
Honeylocust-See Gleditsia 
Horsechestnut-See Aesculus 
Ironwood-See Ostrya 
Juglans cinerea (Butternut)-50 feet. 

Large, spreading tree. Leaves large, com
pound, soft and hairy beneath. Fruits 
long and pointed, containing a deeply 
furrowed edible nut. Native in rich woods 
and on hillsides from Pine County south
ward. Do not plant in dry or exposed 
sites. Hardy in zones l, 2, and 3. 

Juglans nigra (Black Walnut)-50 feet. 
Large tree with majestic widespreading 
branches. Leaves compound, dark green. 
Nuts oval, slightly flattened, dark brown, 
irregularly grooved, edible. Native in rich 
woods of southeastern 1\ilinnesota. Com
monly planted in southern Minnesota in 
both lawns and shelterbelts. Hardy in 
zones 1 and 2; trial in zone 3. 

Lilac-See Syringa 
Linden-See Tilia 
Locust-See Gleditsia and Robinia 
Magnolia acuminata (Cucumbertrce 

Magnolia)-50 feet. Upright, round
topped tree. Flowers large, greenish
yellow, appearing in late May or early 
June. Fruits in long cones of about 3 
inches. Tree is occasionally planted in 
parks in the Twin Cities. Avoid dry or 
exposed sites. Trial in zones 1 and 2. 

Maidenhair Tree-See Ginkgo 
Malus baccata (Siberian Crabapplc)-

2 5 feet. Small, spreading tree. Flowers 
white, very showy; appearing with leaves. 
Fruits very small, stay on tree, and are 
yellow or reel. Planted for an ornamental 
lawn tree in shelterbelts and sometimes 
used as an understock for apple trees for 
northern lVIinnesota. Hardy in all zones. 

Malus baccata columna~is (Columnar 
Siberian Crabapple)-Very upright form 
of the Siberian crabapple. Flowering and 
fruiting the same as the Siberian crab
apple. Fruits are persistant. Hardy in all 
zones. 
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Malus ioensis (Prairie Crabapple)-25 
feet. Small tree with horizontal branches. 
Flowers pink, coming in late May or early 
J nne. Common in thickets along streams 
in southeastern Minnesota. Very suscepti
ble to cedar-apple rust. Hardy in zones 1 
and 2; trial in zone 3. 

Malus ioensis 'plena' (Bechtel Crab
apple)-20 feet. Double-flowering form 
of the prairie crabapple. Flowers double, 
large, pink, appearing in late May. Very 
showy in full bloom but flowers soon fade 
and few fruits are produced. Plant as 
lawn tree or background for border. I-Iardi
ness same as for prairie crabapple. 

Malus hybrids-Numerous red- or rosy
bloom, flowering crabapple hybrids are 
grown in Minnesota. One of the oldest 
and perhaps most widely grown of these 
is the 'Hopa', originated in South Dakota. 
Hardy in all zones. 'Red silver' is another 
South Dakota selection and has a deeper 
reel color than I-Iopa and has reddish foli
age. Hardy in zones l and 2; trial in 
zone 3. 

A group of 'Rosy-Bloom' crabapples de
veloped in Canada are now being offered 
for sale in Minnesota. 'Almey' has larger 
flowers than any of the older varieties 
and a deeper red color. Hardy in all zones. 
'Strathmore' and 'Sundog' are upright va
rieties that should prove popular. 

Two white-flowered forms, 'Dolgo' 
from South Dakota and 'Flame' from the 
University of Minnesota Fruit Breeding 
Farm are very desirable ornamentals and 
are hardy in all zones. 

'Red Splendor' is a new selection, de
veloped by Melvin Bergeson, Fertile, 
Minnesota. Has good flowering and fruit
ing characteristics. Hardy in all zones. 

'Radiant', a new introduction by the 
University of Minnesota, has good form 
and flowering habits, but is especially 
showy in fall when the fruit becomes a 
bright scarlet color. Hardy in all zones. 

Malus pumila (Common Apple)-The 
cultivated apple, though usually not 

thought of as an ornamental tree, can be 
used as a small lawn tree. Consideration 
should be given to the fruit as well as 
the use of the tree. Recommended varie
ties should be considered as to their use
fulness in various sections of the state. 

Moms alba tatarica (Russian Mulberry) 
-20 feet. Fruits reel, edible, but flavor 
insipid. Sometimes planted in shelter
belts and for wildlife habitat plantings. 
Hardy in zones l and 2; trial in zone 3. 

Mountain Ash-See Sorbus 
Mulberry-See Moms 
Oak-See Quercus 
Ostrya virginiana (Hop 1-Iombeam, 

Ironwood)-Native tree, grows to 40 feet. 
Sturdy, durable tree for the landscape 
planting and naturalizing. Flowers are 
showy catkins appearing in May. Hardy 
in all zones. 

Plum-See Pmnus 
Populus alba (White Poplar)-50 feet. 

Large, spreading tree with suckering 
habit. Bark grayish-white. Leaves silvery 
white underneath. Occasionally confused 
with silver maple. Not recommended for 
the home lawn because of its root sucker- · 
ing and shallow rootedness. Hardy in all 
zones. 

Populus alba bolleana (Bolleana Poplar) 
-40 feet. Upright form of white poplar. 
Bark grayish-white. Leaves silvery white 
beneath; lobed like a maple leaf. Widely 
planted where a narrow, upright tree is 
needed-such as for screens and for back
grounds. Fast growing but inclined to be 
short-lived except in moist, favorable sites. 
Hardy in all zones. 

Populus deltoides (Cottonwood)-80 
feet. Very large, spreading tree. Leaves 
triangular, glossy green, turning brilliant 
yellow in fall. Commonly planted in shel
tcrbelt and field windbreaks because of 
its rapid growth when young. Too large 
for landscape plantings, except possibly 
in parks or on very large grounds. To 
avoid the "cotton" from the female trees, 
plant only cuttings from male trees. 
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I lardy in all zones. Populus h ybrids such 
as Robusta and Canadian poplars are tak
ing the place of the species in an in
creasing number of windbreak and shel
terbclt plantings. These h ybrid are hardy 
in zones l, 2, and 3; trial in zone 4. 

Populus nigra italica (Lombardy Poplar) 
-50 feet . A tall , upright, narrow tree. 
Bark dark colored. Leaves dark, shiny 
green . Fas t-growing but inclined to be 
short-lived. Subject to occasional winter 
injury. Widely planted for screens and 
backgrounds. II a rel y in zones 1, 2, and 3; 
trial in zone 4. 

Prunus americana (American Plum)-
20 feet. Large shrub or small tree. 
Branches arc more or less thorn y. Flowers 
white, appearing in ea rly May. Fruits 
edible. Tative in thickets throughout the 
state. Some horticultural varieties are 
grown for edible fruits. Often planted in 
shclterbclts for ca tching snow as well as 
providing edible fruits. Very good for 
wildlife plantings. Hardy in all zones. 

Prunus padus commutata (Harbinger 
European Birdcherry or Mayday Tree)-
2 5 feet. Large shrub or small tree. Re
sembles chokecherry but blooms about 
2 weeks earlier, and flower clu ters are 
larger. Since it blooms about ay l , the 
common name, l\llayday tree, ha been 
applied to it in this area. Planted in parks 
and in shrub borders. Ilarcly in all zones. 

Pnmus am1eniaca X mandshurica 
(Common Apricot)- Ilarcly apricot has 
been produced by cro sing the Man-
hurica with the common aprico t. Small 

tree up to 2 5 fc t. Attractive in bloom 
and al o provi l fruit for canning and 
freezing. Used in the landscape planting 
as a pccimcn trc . Trial in all zones. 

Prunus virginiana (Common Choke
chcrry)- 20 feet. Large hrub or small 
tree. ativc throughout the tate. Fruit 
edible, mak ing cxc II nt jelly. Occa ion
ally plant d in shelterbclts and in ba k
ground of shrub bord r . It is known to 
b a arricr of " m virus eli ease of ston 
fruit . 

Schubert Chokecherry is a selection 
havi ng deep maroon leaves. Its form and 
habit of growth is con idered to be su
perior. Ilardy in all zones. 

Quercus spp. (Oaks)- 40-60 feet. Sev
eral species and va rieti es of oak are na tive 
in Minnesota but are seldom planted for 
landscape or windbreak uses. Northern 
Red Oak (Quercus rubra) characterized 
by the sharp pointed lobes and red fall 
color is na tive throughout the state. 
Northern Pin Oak (Q. ellipsoidalis) is 
found in many sections of the state on 
sandy, acid soils; its autumn color is not 
as brilliant. 

The white oak group i characterized 
by leaves with blunt lobes. The White 
Oak (Q. alba) is one of our most valuable 
oak . Ilighly ornamental in fall when the 
leaves take on a purplish cast. ative as 
far north a Kanabec County. Bur Oak 
(Q. macrocarpa) has acorns enclo ed by 
a prominent burlike cup and leaves that 
have broader terminal lobe than those 
of the white oak. ative throughout the 
state. 

Common Pin Oak (Q. palustri ), al
though not na tive to Iinneso ta, has 
excellent form as a yo ung tree, and grows 
quite rapidly . It i often u ed in some 
par ts of the country as a boulevard tree 
a well a a specimen tree in the land-
cape. 

f th oak , the reel and pin type ar 
mo t ea ily transplan ted. \ here white 

Black Locust 
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and bur oaks are native they should be 
left if they fit into the landscape plan . 

Redbud- See Cercis 
Robinia pseudoacacia (Black Locust)-

30 feet. Bark nearly black, rough, and 
deeply furrowed. Twigs smooth , with 
spines in pairs at the base of the com
pound leaves. Flowers white, fragrant, 
pcalike, in clusters, appearing in early 
June. Sometimes planted as ornamental 
trees; however, tree tends to sucker badly. 
Spreads by underground stems, thus 
forming thickets. Subject to borer attacks 
and therefore short-lived . Hardy in zones 
l , 2, and 3. 

Robinia 'Idaho Locust'- Small tree. 
Similar to Black locust except tree is 
nea rly thornless and fl owers are produced 
in large clusters and are pink. T rial in all 
zones. 

Russian Olive-See Elaeagnus 
Salix alba (White Willow)-50 feet . 

Large tree, often planted in shelterbelts. 
Ilardy in all zones. T he following two 
va rieties are grown more commonly than 
the species: Yellowstem and redstem 
willow. 

Salix alba vi tell ina (Y ellowstem or 
G olden Willow)- Similar to the white 
willow but with yellow twigs. Vl idely 
used in shelterbelts and windbreaks. 
Ilardy in all zones. 

Salix alba chermesina (Redstem Wil
low)- This willow is similar in form and 
leaf except that the young branches have 
a bright red color. 

Salix amygdalina (Almond-leaved Wil
low)- Grows to a height of 30 to 40 fee t 
without a central tree-like stem. Under 
the name of green willow, it has been 
used frequen tly to establish single-row 
windbreaks on muck soils. 

Salix alba 'Niobe' (Niobe W eeping 
Willow)- 1-Iardiest of the weeping wil
lows. Plan ted as lawn specimen . The 
drooping bra nches can be annoying as the 
tree becomes older. Best used at some dis
tance from the house and outside the 

formal landscape area. Should be useful in 
fi eld windbreak and a an ornamental 
shelterbelt tree. Hardy in zones 1, 2, and 
3; trial in zone 4. 

Salix pentandra (Laurelleaf Willow)-
2 5 feet. Shrub or small tree. Leaves bright 
green, shiny. Most suited in shclterbclts 
and windbreaks on fertile so ils of sil t 
loams to muck. Hardy in all zones. 

Sorbus americana (American Mountain 
Ash)- 20 feet . Large shrub or small tree. 
Flowers small, appearing in dense clusters 
in late June or ea rly July. F ruits small, 
reel , about 1/ 5 inch in diameter. Com
mon in northeastern M inneso ta where it 
grows in mixtures of hardwoods and 
evergreen . Used in the shrub border for 
background . Birds, especially robins, are 
very fond of the berries. Do not plant in 
dry, exposed sites. Protect trunk from 
sunscald . Hardy in all zones. 

Sorbus decora (Showy Mountain Ash) 
-30 feet. Small, round-topped tree. 
Flowers white, showy, appea ring in large 
clusters. F ruits vermillion red, about l/3 
inch in diameter, very showy. Native 
along north shore of Lake Superior. Occa
sionally planted as lawn tree. Hardy in 
all zones. 

Flowers of Japanese Tree Lilac 
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Sorbus aucuparia (European Mountain 
Ash)-30 fee t. Small, round-topped tree. 
Flowers and fruits much larger than in 
American mountain ash. Do not plant in 
dry, exposed ites. Protect the trunk from 
sunscald . Hardy in all zones. 

Syringa amurensis japonica (Japanese 
Tree Lilac)-20 feet. Small , round
topped tree. Flowers cream-white in large, 
open clusters, blooming in mid-June. 
Occasionally planted as lawn tree. Hardy 
in zones 1, 2, and 3; trial in zone 4. 

Tilia americana (American Linden or 
Basswood)-·60 feet. Large tree with well
rounded head, several stems often grow
ing together in clumps. Flowers open in 
J unc and are considered an important 
source of honey by beekeepers. Na tive 
throughout the state and widely planted 
in parks and in lawns for shade. Hardy 
in all zones. 

Tilia cordata (Littleleaf Linden)-50 
feet. Leaves smaller than American linden, 
otherwise trees are similar. Occasionally 
planted in the Twin C ities area. Hardy 
in zones 1 and 2; trial in zones 3 and -+ . 

Ulmus americana (American Elm)-
60 feet. Large tree with widespread 
bra nches and vase-shaped form . vVidely 
planted in shelterbelts, boulevards, and 
lawns. Several horticultural varieties have 

been selected and propaga ted. Of these 
the Lake City and M inneapolis Park elms 
have been most commonly planted in 
M inneso ta. 

Ulmus rubra (Slippery Elm)-60 feet. 
Differs from American elm in having 
mucilaginous inner bark, and reddish
brown buds. ot as symmetrical as Ameri
can elm. Occasionally plan ted in parks. 
Hardy in all zones. 

Ulmus pumila (Siberian Elm)-40 
feet. Small tree with leaves much smaller 
than those of Ameri can elm . Trees grow 
rapidly when yo ung. onhardy strains 
often suffer branch die-back as a result 
of low winter tempera tures and fa ilure to 
"harden-off" new growth . Generally short
lived. Sometimes planted for clipped 
hedges . Plant only hardy strains of 
Siberian origin , which are hardy in all 
zones. Harbin, Chinko ta, and D ropmore 
strains are improved selections, especially 
sui ted for shelterbelts and fi eld wind
breaks. T he species i often called mis
tak ingly the Chinese Elm. 

Ulmus thomasii (Rock Elm)-40 fee t . 
1edium-s ized tree characterized by corky 

ridges on yo ung branches. Occasionally 
planted in lawns. Hardy in all zone . 

Walnut- See Juglan 
Willow- See Salix 

Deciduous Shrubs 

Acer ginnala (Amur Maple)- 15 feet. 
Graceful , large shrub . Leaves lobed, much 
longer than wide, about 3 inche long. 
}< ruits reddi h when young, maturing in 
ea rly fall . Autumn color of I ave a bril
liant orange to red; very showy. Valuable 
hrub for crccns, borders, road ide plant

ings, windbreaks, and shclterbclts. IIardy 
in all zone . 

Acer spicatum (Mountaiu Maple)- I 2 
feet. Large, spreading shrub that become 

Amur maple 
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pindly a it gets old. Leaves lobed, about 
as wide as long. Flowers and bright reel 
fruits conspicuous on upright stems. Na
tive in northern and eastern Minnesota . 
May be planted as a background shrub 
in the shrub border in moist, protected 
sites . Ilarcly in all zones. 

Acer tatarica (Tatarian Maple)- 20 
f ct. Small tree or very large shrub . Simi
lar to amur maple except tatarian i 
larger and its leaves arc unlobed or nearly 
so. Plan ted a small tree or a tall back
ground shrub. IJardy in all zones. 

Almond- See Prunus 

Amelanchier spp. (Juneberry, Service
berry)- This genus contains numerous 
species of small trees and shrubs. The 
flo wers arc white and quite showy during 
spring. The fruits are quite showy and 
may be u eel for pies and jellies. Common 
species used for game food and landscape 
are A. alnifolia, A. humilis, A. laevis, and 
A. canadensis. Hardy in all zones. 

Amorpha canescens (Leadplant)- 3 
feet. Low, spreading bush with silvery 
green leaves that give plant a gray ap
pearance; hence the name lcaclplant. 
Flowers small , deep purple, appearing in 
dense terminal clusters in late June or 
July. Very drought resistant. Native on 
dry hill ides throughout Minnesota; of 
possible value in exposed sites for border 
and foundation plantings. Hardy in all 
zones. 

Aronia arbutifolia (Red Chokeberry) 
- 5 fee t . Small spreading shrub. Flowers 
white or pinkish , appearing in fl at-topped 
clusters in late May. I• ruits round, reel , 
about lJI inch in diameter, very showy 
even after the leaves arc gone. Foliage 
turns red in the fall of the year. Useful 
in the shrub border. The variety 'Brillant' 
is a selection . IJardy in zone 1; trial in 
zone 2. 

Aronia melanocarpa (Black Choke
berry)- 3 feet. Low, branching shrub . 
Flowers white, showy, appearing in fl at-

Korean Barberry 

topped clusters in May. Fruits round, 
black or purplish. Foliage turns reel in 
the fall . Native in wet places in eastern 
Minnesota . Useful in foundation and 
border plantings. Hardy in all zones. 

Aronia prunifolia (Purple - fruited 
Chokeberry)- Tall shrub growing to 10 
feet. Foliage is similar to other species. 
Fruit is purplish-black providing bird 
food . llardy in zones 1 and 2; trial in 
zon e 3. 

Japanese Barberry 
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Arrowwood- Sec Viburnum 
Barberry- cc Berberis 
Bcautybush- Sce Kolkwitzia 
Berberis koreana (Korean Barbcrry)

A mall shrub up to 6 feet. The bran ches 
arc a light cocoa brown with sp ines. 
Leaves arc a clark green during th sum
mer, but turn to a bright reel in fall. 
Bright reel berries hang in dens clu ter . 
fTarcly in all zones. 

Berberis thunbergii (Japanese Barberry) 
- 4 feet. A low, compact shrub. Flowers 
slll all , yellow, com ing in late May. Leave 
small , turning a brilliant scarlet color in 
the fall. Twigs covered with short thorns, 
thu mak ing an ideal barrier. Fruits are 
elongated reel berries that arc attractive 
in fall and winter. Useful in foundation 
and border plantings. Hardy in all zones. 

Berberis thunbergii atropurpurea (Red
leaf Japanese Barberry)- Similar to the 
pecies excep t leave are red during entire 

sea on. Often used in front of dwarf 
evergreens in foundation plantings; also 
ervcs as color con tra t in th e border. 

Less hardy than the species. 
Black Haw- See Viburnum 
Bladdernut- See Staphylea 
Bluebcard- See Caryopteris 
Blueleaf Hedge- ee Salix 
Blue Mist Spirea- See Caryopteris 

Dwarf Redleaf Barberry 

Globe Caragana 

Buffaloberry-- cc Shepherdia 
Burning Bush- ec ·• uonymu 
Butterfly Bush- ce Buddleia 
Buxus microphylla koreana (Korean 

Littlcleaf Boxwood)- mall evergreen 
shrub " ·hich grows to 18 inches. Foliage 
is deep gr en . Leave may turn brown 
during winter on exposed si tes. T he hrub 

u eful in th landscape, especially 
where a ,·cry mall hrub is required. 
Plant only in sheltered location . Trial in 
zone 1 and 2. 

Caragana brcvifolia ( hortleaf Pea
shrub)- mall hrub to 4 f et. lt i a 
gr en-leaved, finel y t xturccl hrub. It 
form a low, prcacling, compact plant. 
U eful for foundation plantings. Ilardv in 
zones 1, 2, and 3; trial in zon 4. 

Caragana arbore cens (Siberian Pea
shmb )- 12 f ct. Large, upright hrub, 
very drought resistant and alkali to] rant. 
Flowers yellow, pcalike, showy, appearing 
in May. Rather coar c for onam ntal 
plantings and inclined to lo c many of 
its leaves early in fall due to in ect at
tacks and leaf spot diseases. Of value 
chiefly in h ltcrbelt and windbreaks in 
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western linnesota. Sometimes used for 
a clipped hedge. Hardy in all zones. 

Caragana frutex (Russian Peashrub)-
6 feet. Plowers large, yellow, showy, ap
pea ring in May-June. Leaves clark green, 
fine tex tured . Suckers from base. U eel in 
founda tion and border plantings. IJarcly 
in all zones. 

Caragana pygmaea (Pygmy Peashrub) 
- 5 f ct. Small , upright shrub with fin e
tex tured foliage. Very drought re istant 
and alkali tolerant. Plower small, yellow. 
pealikc, appearing in May-June. Useful 
in foundation and border plantings. Also 
used as low, informal, or clipped hedge. 
Hard y in all zone . 

Chaenomeles japonica (Japanese 
Quince)- 3 fee t. Low, ompact bush 
with large reel fl ower that come before 
leaves. Alth ough shrub itself is hardy, 
the blo om buds are killed by evcre 
winter wea ther unless protected . Of pos
sible use in foundation and border plant
ings . Flowering Quince (C. lagenaria) and 
its many horticultural va rieties are often 
sold in this area. Varieties of this species 
have Ia rger fl owers and are more colorful 
than C. japonica. Flower buds arc not 
reliably hardy for this area . Trial in zones 
l and 2. 

Cherry- S c Prunus 

Variegated Dogwood 

Flowers of Pagoda Dogwood 

Chionanthus virginicus (White Fringe
trcc)- 12 feet. Large, coarse shrub. 
Flowers white, in large, open panicle , 
appea ring in ea rly June. Pruits dark blue, 
appea ring in grapclike clusters in late fall . 
U eful for screen or background in shrub 
border. Hard y in zones l and 2; trial in 
zone 3. 

Chokeberry-See Aronia 
Chokecherry-See Pnmus 
Cinquefoil- See Potentilla 
Coralberry- e Symphoricarpo 
Comus alba sibirica (Siberian Dog-

wood)- 6 fee t. Plowers yellowish-white, 
appea ring in flat-topped clusters in early 
June, followed by white to bluish berries . 
Stems arc coral-red, attractive during win
ter. A useful shrub for foundation and 
border plantings. Several horticultural se
lections have been made and are offered 
for sale. IIardy in all zones. 

Comus alba argenteo-variegata 'Varie
gated Dogwood' (Creamedge or Varie
gated Dogwood)- Similar to the above 
except leaves are bordered with creamy
white. IIarcl y in all zones. 

Comus altcmifolia (Pagoda Dogwood) 
- 15 fee t. Large shrub with horizontally 
spreading branches. Native throughout 
eastern Minnesota. Unlike other clog
woods, branches arc alternate rather than 
opposite. Plowers white in June, followed 
by dark blue berries on red fruiting stalks. 
Very attractive shrub for the shrub 
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Redosier Dogwood 

border. Sometimes grown as a small lawn 
tree. Hardy in all zones. 

Cornus baileyii (Bailey Dogwood)- 6 
feet. Upright shrub with reddish stems 
in winter. Flowers and berries white. 
Commonly planted in border and founda
tion plantings. Hardy in all zones. 

Comus racemosa (Gray Dogwood)-
8 feet. Plowers appear in small Rat-topped 
clusters in June. fruits are white berries 
on reel stalks; the e stalks persi t after the 
fruits and foliage have dropped . Leaves 
light green, turning purple in the fall of 
the yea r. Stems gray. A good hrub for 
foundation and border plantings. Ilarcly 
in all zone . 

Comus stolonifera (Redosier Dogwood} 
- 6 fee t. Large, prcacling l1rub, often 
roo ting where tcms tou h the ground. 
\ t\fintcr olor on yo ung tcms i bright 
reel. \~1hitc fl owers appear in June, fol
lowed by white bcrric . Good shrub for 
border. ativc in moist sites th roughout 
the state. Ilarcly in all zones. 

Comus stolonifcra flaviramea (Yel
lowtwig Dogwood)- Similar to reclosier 
Iogwood except that new tcms arc bright 

yellow. IIarcl y in all zones. 
Cotinus coggyria 'Royal Purple' (Royal 

Purple Smoketrec)- 8 feet: Large, open 
hrub that often kills back after severe 

winter. fruits are showy in large, pink 
to grayish, plumose clusters. T he autumn 
foliage takes on brilliant yellow to orange 
color. ot fully hardy. Trial in zones 1 
and 2. 

Cotoneaster apiculata (Cranberry Co
toneaster)- Grows to slightly more than 
2 fee t high with arching branchc . In 
autumn, it i outstanding for its bright 
reel fruit. The foliage is shiny green . hy 
kill back in an open winter. Trial in all 
zones. 

Cotoneaster Iucida (Hedge Coton
caster)- A medium height hrub which 
grows to a height of 8 feet. Upright in 
hab it of growth . hrub has lu trous leave 
and rather large black fruit. Hardy in all 
zones. 

Cotoneaster multiflora (Many-flowered 
Cotoneaster)- Shrub grow to 6 feet in 
height. Many howy fl owers white in 

Sungari Rockspray Cotoneaster 
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color. Foliage clark green . Wiele spread
ing, arching bra nches with showy reel 
fruit in September and October. Hardy 
in zones l and 2; trial in zone 3. 

Cotoneaster racemiflora soongorica 
(Sungari Rockspray Cotoncaster)- 8 fee t. 
Flowers white, appearing in showy fl at
topped clusters in late May. F ruits bright 
red, lasting well in to winter, very showy. 
Al though it ha never been extensively 
planted in l\llinnc ota, it is con iclcrccl by 
some to be the be t and one of the hardi
est of the co toneasters. Suitable for screen 
and border plantings. Trial in zone l 
and 2. 

Currant- Sec Ribes 
Deutzia X lemoine (Lemoine Deutzia) 

- 4 fee t. Small compact bush of hybrid 
origin, D. parviflora X D . gracilis. Flowers 
white, appearing in showy, upright clus
ters. One of the hardiest of the cleutzias. 
Good in foundation and border plantings. 
Hard y in zones l and 2. 

Diervilla lonicera (Dwarf Bushhoney
suckle)- Small shrub to 3 feet. Flower 
yellow or greenish-yellow. Medium tex
ture foliage. A suckering shrub that may 
be u cful on steep slopes as a ground 
cover. Hardy in all zones. 

Dirca palustris (Leatherwood)- 5 fee t . 
Low-growing compact plant. Flowers are 
yellow, appea ring in ea rly spring ahead of 
all other shrubs. Useful in foundation and 
border plantings. Ilarcly in all zones. 

Dogwood- See Comus 
Elaeagnus commutata (Silverberry)- 6 

fee t. Branches and leaves covered with 
silvery scales givi ng entire plant a silvery 
appearance. Flowers fragrant, silvery out
side, yellow inside. Na tive in northwest
ern M innesota. Occasionally planted in 
border for contras t and for wildlife pur
poses. It tends to, sucker badly. Hardy in 
all zones. 

Elder- See Sambucus 
Euonymus alata (Winged Euonymus) 

- 8 feet. Compact shrub with good foli
age and form. F ruits are elonga ted, scarlet, 

bnt seldom numerous enough to be ve ry 
effective. In fall , leaves take on scarlet 
color that is most attractive. T wigs have 
corky wings that add to the winter value 
of the shrub . 

Euonymus alata 'compacta ' (Dwarf 
Winged Euonymus)- 4 f ce t. Sintilar to 
the winged euonymus except much 
smaller. u cful for foundation and border 
plantings and for a compac t hedge that 
needs little or no pruning. Trial in all 
zones. 

Euonymus alata koreana (Korean 
Winged 'uonymus)- 5 fee t. This i a 
compac t form of the ommon Vl ingcd 

•. uonymus. T he lower branchc face th e 
ground , thu making the shrub very at
tractive ei thcr in a founcla tion planting 
or in the shrub border. Ilarcly in zones J, 
2, and 3; trial in zone 4. 

E uonymus atropurpurea (Eastern Wa
hoo)- 8 fee t. La rge, coa rse shrub native 
in eastern and central Minnesota. V ery 
attractive in fall with its brilliant yellow 
to red leaves and scarlet to purple fruits 
similar in hape to bittersweet fruits. 
Useful as a background shrub in shrub 
border. Ilardy in all zones. 

Leatherwood 
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Euonymus europaea (European Eu
onymns)-8 feet. Similar to native wahoo 
except that fruits are a rose-reel to orange 
color and the leaves do not color as well 
in the fall. Suitable for background. 
Hardy in zones l ancl 2; trial in zone 3. 

Euonymus nana turkcstanica (Dwarf 
Euonymus)-Small, upright shrub to 3 
feet, with small leaves. Fruits pink in the 
fall. Useful for rock gardens and ground 
covers. Hardy in all zones. 

False Spirea-See Sorbaria 
Flowering Quince-See Chaenomcles 
Forsythia ovata (Early Forsythia)-5 

feet. Hardiest and earliest of the forsy
thias. Flowers yellow, small. Best planted 
in the shrub border. Hardy in zones 1, 
and 2; trial in zone 3. 

Forsythia intennedia (Border Forsythia) 
-6-8 feet. Large, spreading shrub. Flower 
buds of variety Beatrice Farrand are 
hardier than most horticultural varieties 
of F. intennedia, but may not flower fol
lowing a severe winter except where 
branches have been covered with snow. 
Flowers very large, showy, orange and 
yellow, bell-shaped coming before the 
leaves. Should be planted in shrub border 
in protected sites. Trial in zones l and 2. 

Fringetree-See Chionanthus 
Goldenbell-Sec Forsythia 
Highbush Cranberry-Sec Viburnum 
Holly-Sec Ilex 
Honeysuckle-See Lonicera 
1-Ioptree-Sce Ptelca 
Hydrangea arborescens grandiflora 

(Snowhill Hydrangea)-4 feet. Low, com
pact shrub vvith large, coarse leaves. 
Flowers large, creamy-white, appearing 
in flat-topped clusters in July. For best 
bloom, prune back heavily in early spring. 
Should be planted in a moist, protected 
site. Often used in foundation plantings. 
Hardy in all zones. 

Hydrangea paniculata grandiflora (Pee
gee Hydrangca)-8 feet. Upright shrub. 
Flowers appear in: August in upright, 
pointed clusters, white at first, turning 

pink as they age. Usc both in border and 
foundation plantings. Barely in zones l, 
2, and 3; trial in zone 4. 

Hypericum kalmianum (Kalm St. 
Johnswort)-Low shrubs to 2 feet in 
height. Leaves small, clark green. Clusters 
of small, yellow flowers in July and 
August. 'T'rial in all zones. 

Ilex verticillata (Winterberry or Min
nesota Holly)-8 feet. Only native holly 
in Minnesota. Native in low, moist places 
from the Twin Cities northward. Sexes 
are on separate plants, so both male and 
female plants must be planted in order 
to get berries. Fruits are bright reel, borne 
in dense clusters along the stems, and 
persisting long after the leaves drop. 
Highly prized for Christmas decorations 
and winter bouquets. Plant in a moist, 
protected site in the shrub border. Soil 
should be acid for best results. Hardy in 
all zones. 

Juneberry-See Amelanchier 
Kolkwitzia amabilis (Beautybush)-5 

feet. Upright, spreading bush. Flowers 
very showy, pink, appearing in June, fol
lowed by brown, bristly seed pods. Must 
be planted in well-drained soil in order 
to withstand Minnesota winters. Use in 
shrub border. Hardy in zones l and 2; 
trial in zone 3. 

Leaclplant-See Amorpha 
Ligustrum amurense (Amur Privet)-

6 feet. Fine-textured shrub that makes 
attractive clipped hedge. Sometimes kills 
back after a severe winter. Hardy in zone 
l; trial in zone 2. 

Ligustrum vulgare (European Privet)
A tall-growing shrub with slender spread
ing branches. l-Ias black, lustrous fruit. 
Used as a hedging plant. Trial in zones 1 
and 2. 

Lilac-Sec Syringa 
Locust-See Robinia 
Lonicera X bella ''Vhite' ('Vhite Belle 

Honeysuckle)-1 0 feet. Large, spreading 
shrub resulting from a cross between L. 
morrowi X L. tatarica. Flowers white, ap-
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pearing in late May, followed by red 
fruits in July and August. Adapts wonder
fully well to use in both shelterbelts and 
field windbreaks as it maintains its den
sity clo e to the ground . Also useful as a 
background hrub in the shrub border. 
Hardy in all zones. 

Lonicera coerulea edulis (Sweetberry 
Honeysuckle)- A much-branched shrub 
up to 5 feet. Foliage bright green . Flowers 
are yellowish-white; appear in May. Ex
cellen t shrub in borders and foundation 
plan tings. Hardy in all zones. 

Lonicera korolkowii zabellii (Zabels 
Blueleaf Honeysuckle)- 8 feet. Large 
shrub grown for attractive, dark pink 
fl owers which appea r in late May and 
for red fruits that come in July. Foliage 
bluish-green . Very good in shrub border, 
in clipped or informal hedge, and in 
helterbelts. IJarcly in all zones. 

Lonicera maackii (Amur Honeysuckle) 
- 10 feet. Large shrub with horizontally 
spreading branche . Flowers white, ap
pearing in early June. Ji'ruits bright reel, 
remaining on the shrub late in the fall. 
One of the best shrubs for fall display 
of fruits. Use as a background shrub in 
the shrub border, as a screen, or in · hel
terbelts. IJarcly in all zones. 

Lonicera maximowiczii sachalinensis 
(Sakhalin Honeysuckle)- Medium height 
shrub to 6 feet . Leaves lea thery dark 
green above and light green below. 
Leaves are red as they open and turn to 
a golden yellow in fall . Flowers are a dark 
purple. Ilarcl y in zones l and 2; trial in 
3 and 4. 

Lonicera morrowii (Morrow Honey
suckle)- 5 fee t. vViclesprcacling, mound
shaped shrub. Ji'lowcrs white, changing to 
yellow, appearing in late May. Fruits arc 
showy, reel berries, appearing in June
July. Commonly planted for broad, 
clipped hedge or in shrub border. Valu
able for bird food and shelter. Hardy in 
zones l and 2; trial in zone 3. 

Lonicera sp. 'Claveys Dwarf Honey-

suckle'- Grows to a height of 5 feet. 
Very compact . lias light green foliage. 
Useful as a hedging plant or for founda
tion use . Hardy in all zone . 

Lonicera syringantha (Lilac Iloney
suckle)- Low spreading shrub which 
grows to a height of 3 feet. Flowers arc 
white to rosy-lilac and are very fragrant. 
Trial in all zones. 

Lonicera tatarica (Tatarian Honey
suckle)-! 0 fee t. Large, upright, coarse 
shrub. Flowers pink to white, appearing 
in late May and followed by yellow to 
red berries in June and July. Used in 
shelterbelts as snowca tch and in border 
plantings where a tall shrub is desired . 
Too large for foundation plantings except 
next to tall buildings . Hardy in all zone . 

Maple- See Acer 
Mockorange- Sec Philadelphus 
Nannyberry- Scc Viburnum 
Ninebark- Sec Physocarpus 
Peashrub- Scc Caragana 
Pachistima canbyi (Canby Pachistima) 

-Low-growing evergreen shrub with 
small, glossy leaves. Adapted to rock gar
dens, borders of evergreen, and as a ground 
cover. Prefers good light but will grow 
under partial shade. Plant in sheltered 
loca tion . Prefers acid and well composted 
light soils. Trial in all zones. 

Ta tarian Honeysuckle 
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Pachistima 

Philadelphus coronarius (Sweet Mock
orange)-8 feet . 1edium shrub . Fl.ower 
large, single, white, fragrant, appeanng m 
c1 ustcrs of 5 to 9 in ] une. Best used as 
a bacl ground shrub in th e shrub border. 
Drought resistant. Hardy in all zones. 

Philadelphus coronarius 'Golden' 
(Golden Mockorange)-5 feet. Leaves 
go! len yellow when young, becoming 
vcllowish-green as they mature. ot as 
large or as vigo rous as sweet mockorange. 
Plant in full un for best color. Useful for 

Mockorange 

color contrast in shrub border or in 
foundation planting. Hardy in zones 1, 
2, and 3; trial in zone 4. 

Philadelphus grandiflorus (Big Scentless 
Mockorange)- 8 feet. Large shrubs with 
widely spreading branches. Flowers large, 
single, white, lacking fragrance, appearing 
in June. One of the best mockoranges for 
the shrub border. Hardy in all zones. 

Philadelphus X lemoinei (Lemoine 
Mockorange)- 3-6 feet. A hybrid group 
obtained by crossing P. microphyllus X P. 
coronarius. Mos tly small, compact shrubs. 
Flowers white, single or double, appear
ing in J nne. Valuable for foundation and 
border plantings. T he following varie ties 
are commonly grown: 'Avalanche' (3 feet), 
'Belle Etoile' (5 feet), 'Mont Blanc' (3 
feet), 'Innocence' (6 feet), 'Enchanbnent' 
(6 feet, double flowering) , and 'Purity' 
(6 feet). Hardy in zones 1, 2, and 3; trial 
in zone 4. 

Philadelphus X virginalis (Virginal 
Mockorange)- 4-8 feet. Of hybrid origin , 
P. lemoinei X P. nivalis plena. A variable 
species ra nging from a compact, mound
like hrub in the smaller varieties to a 
tall, leggy shrub in the va rie ty Virginal. 
Flower large, white, or double or sing] , 
very fragrant, appearing in ] une. These 
va rictic are commonly grown: 'Bouquet 
Blanc' ( 5 feet), 'Glacier' ( 4 feet), and 
'Virginal' (8 feet). T he variety 'Virginal ' 
appears on the cQ\·er. Plant in hrub 
border. Hardy in all zones. 

Philadelphus 'Minnesota Snowflake' 
(Minnesota Snowflake Mockorange)-6 
f et. Upright shrub, fairly compact when 
young but leggy when mature. A Minne
so ta introduction with fully double, very 
fragrant fl o, er coming in June. Useful 
in the hrub border but rather coarse 
in foundation planting . 

Selected variety i 'Frosty Mom.' 
IIarcly in zone 1, 2, and 3; trial in 
zone 4. 

Physocarpu 
Ninebark)- 6 

opulifolius (Common 
feet. Large, coarse shrub. 



22 EXTENSION BULLETIN 267 

flowers mall, white or pinki h , appear
ing in flat-topped clusters. I• ruit dry, reel 
to brown in color. Useful in shrub bor
der . Hardy in all zones. 

Physocarpus opulifolius luteus (Gold
leaf Ninebark)- 6 feet. Similar to com
mon ninebark except that leaves arc 
ycllowi h or yellowish-green . Plant in full 
sunlight for best color. Makes at tract ive 
color accent in border. Ilarcl y in all zones. 

Physocarpus opulifolius nanus (Dwarf 
Ninebark)- 4 feet. Low, compact shrub . 
Leaves small, fine textured. Useful for 
hedges and foundation plantings. liar ly 
in all zones. 

Plum- See Prunus 
Potentilla fmticosa (Bush Cinquefoil) 

- 3 feet. Compact, fine-textured shrub 
native in many parts of Minnesota. 
Flowers yellow to white, shaped like 
single roses, lasting from June to frost. 
Many horticultural varieties arc grown . 
The bes t are the large-fl owered variety 
grandiflora with fl owers nearly 2 inches 
across, veitchii with large white flowers, 
and farrerii with clear, bright yellow 
flowers. Said to prefer a high lime soil. 
Useful for foundation and border plant-

Bush C.inquefoil 

Cistena Sandcherry 

ings. Prefers full sunlight. Of the many 
horticultural varieties, varieties 'Gold 
Drop' (fl owers golden yellow) and 'Kath
erine D ykes' (fl owers a clear yellow) arc 
commonly available. IIardy in all zones. 

Privet- Sec Ligustmm 
Pmnus 'Newport' (Purpleleaf Plum)-

12 feet. Small tree or large shrub; of 
hybrid origin , P . cerasifera pissardi X 
Omaha Plum (P. americana X P. salicina). 
Grown primarily for reddi h-purplc foli
age. Suitabl for accent in background 
of shrub border. IIardy in zone l and 2; 
trial in zone 3. 

Prunus X cistena (Cistena or Purple
leaf Sandcherry)- 5 feet. ompact shrub 
of h ybrid orig in, P . pumila X P. cerasifera 
atropurpurea. Grown primarily for red
dish-purple foliage. Useful for accent in 
the bord r. IIardy in all zones. 

Prunus glandulosa sinensis (Flowering 
Almond)- 3 feet. Low, compact sh rnb 
with narrow leaves. I• lowers pink, doubl , 
coming before the leaves in late April 
to early !fay. Useful in border planting . 
Kill s back following a severe winter. A 
white-fl owered variety, albo-plena, is also 
grown. Ilardy in zone 1; trial in zone 2. 

Prunus 'Muckle'- Compact, fl owering 
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shrub of medium height. Flowers are 
pink. Useful in shrub border or as a 
specimen planting. Trial in all zones. 

Pnmus 'Prairie Almond'-Early spring 
flowering shrub. Flowers semi-double 
and pink with red centers. Useful in 
shrub border plantings and as a specimen. 
Trial in all zones. 

Prunus tenella (Russian Almond)-4 
feet. Low, compact bush that suckers 
from the base. Flowers white to red, 
appearing in early May. Suitable for foun
dation or border plantings. Hardy in all 
zones. 

Prunus tomentosa (Nanking or Man
elm Cherry)-8 feet. Shrub or small tree. 
Flowers white to pink, coming before the 
leaves, very showy. Fruits small, white to 
red, edible, ripening early in July. Fruits 
must be protected from birds by covering 
with cheesecloth. Excellent shrub for 
borders. Hardy in zones l, 2, and 3; 
trial in zone 4. 

Prunus triloba (Flowering Plum)-8 
feet. Large, coarse shrub with 3-lobed 
leaves. Flowers pink, double, very showy, 
coming in early May before the leaves. 
\Vild plum suckers on grafted plants may 
come up from the base and should be 
cut out as soon as they appear. Use for 
accent in the shrub border. Hardy in all 
zones. 

Prunus virginiana (Common Choke
cherry)-15 feet. Very large shrub that 
suckers from base. Flowers white, ap
pearing in elongated clusters in lVIay. 
Fruits nearly black, edible, used for jellies. 
Used as wildlife cover; also valuable in 
shelterbelts and windbreaks. Can be used 
in parks or large grounds for background 
shrub in border. In the purple-leaved va
riety, 'Schubert,' the new growth at the 
tips of the branches is green. Carrier of 
"x" virus disease of stone fruits. Hardy 
in all zones. 

Ptelea trifoliata (Common Hoptree)-
12 feet. Large shrub or small tree with 
compound, trifoliate leaves. Flowers in-

conspicuous. Fruits borne in clusters 
which bear a flattened wing on each side 
-giving the fruits the appearance of a 
cluster of hop fruits. A good background 
shrub in the border. Hardy in zones l, 
2, and 3; trial in zone 4. 

Quince-See Chaenomeles 
Rhododendron spp. The following 

species of Rhododendron: R. canadensis 
(Rhodora), R. mollis (Mollis Azalea), R. 
roseum (Roseshell Azalea), R. schlippen
bachi (Royal Azalea), R. mucronulatum 
(Korean Rhododendron), and R. yedo
ense poukhanense (Korean Yodogawa 
Azalea) have shown enough promise in 
early tests to warrant further testing. All 
of the species except R. mollis bloom 
early in May. R. mollis blooms in late 
May or early June. Flower color ranges 
from lavender in R. canadense, R. mu
cronulatum, and R. yedoense poukhanense 
to yellow orange, and red in R. mollis 
and clear pink in R. roseum. Trial in all 
zones. 

Rhus aromatica (Fragrant Sumac)-3 
feet. Low, spreading shrub with com
pound, trifoliate leaves. Flowers small, 
yellow, coming in May. Fruits reel, berry
like, showy, appearing in dense clusters 
in late summer and early fall. Useful in 
front of tall shrubs in the border and in 
the foundation planting. Hardy in zones 
l and 2; trial in zone 3. 

Rhus glabra (Smooth Sumac)-10 feet. 
Becomes large under favorable conditions. 
Since it suckers badly, it should be limited 
to mass plantings and erosion control 
projects. One of the showiest of native 
shrubs in the fall, with its reel, spikelike 
fruits and bright reel leaves. Hardy in all 
zones. 

Rhus typhina (Staghorn Sumac )-12 
feet. Similar to the smooth sumac except 
taller and has stems that are covered with 
thick, feltlike hairs. Fruits and autumn 
leaves highly colored. Hardy in all zones. 

Rhus typhina laciniata (Cutleaf Stag
horn Sumac)-Similar to staghorn sumac 
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except that leaves arc finely divided . 
Beautiful shrub in fall, with its orange to 
red foliage color. Hardy in all zones. 

Ribes alpinum (Alpine Currant)- 4 
feet. Low, dense shrub with fin e-textured, 
dark green foliage. Flower inconspicuous; 
sexes separate. F ruits are sca rlet in late 
summer. The male plant doe not act as 
a host plant to white pine blister rust and 
therefore is commonly propaga ted . Used 
for low hedges and foundation plantings. 
Hardy in all zones. 

Ribes odoratum (Clove Currant)- 6 
feet . Upright, spreading shrub incl ined to 
be leggy. Flowers yellow, fragrant, ap
pea ring in mid-May. Leaves shiny green, 
turning sca rlet in the fall. Best used in 
the shrub border with something low in 
front. Hardy in all zones . 

Robinia hispida (Roseacacia Locust)-
6 feet. Flowers are rose to pale purple, 
appear in elonga ted clusters, and resemble 
fl owers of the sweet pea. Stems covered 
with stiff, black bristles . Suckers from the 
base. Kills back following evere winters. 
Useful for covering slopes; also grows in 
sandy soils. Hardy in zones l and 2; 
trial in zone 3. 

Rosa blanda (Meadow Rose)-3 feet. 
Na tive rose with single, pink fl owers that 
appear in May. Fruits scarlet and round 
or slightly elonga ted . Sometimes planted 
in the shrub border. Hardy in all zones. 

Rosa X harisonii (Harisons Yellow 
Rose)-5 feet. Bush covered in early J unc 
with double yellow roses 2 inches across . 
Useful for shrub borders, but prickly and 
hard to work with . Hardy in all zones. 

Rosa hugonis (Fatl1er Hugo Rose)-6 
feet. Flowers canary yellow, single, 2 
inches across, appearing in ea rly June. 
Leaves fine textured, having small leaf
lets. Suitable for border and foundation 
plantings. Kills back partially in severe 
winters. Hardy in zone I ; trial in zone 2. 

Rosa laxa (Turkestan Rose)-Attains a 
height of 6 feet. Blooms mid-June. Flower 
color white. Use in combination with 

Father Hugo Rose 

other border shrubs. T rial in all zone . 
Rose multiflora (Japanese or Multiflora 

Rose)- T horn y bush, forming a dense 
impenetrable hedge. Flowers white, mall, 
in cluster . F ruits are small, reel , berrylike 
in open clusters, very showy in fall and 
winter. IIighly publicized for living fences 
and wildlife cover. Unfortunately, the 
species has not proved hardy in Minne
so ta, usuall y killing back to the snovvline. 
Selected varieties have been reported to 
be hard y in southern Minneso ta. Trial 
in zones l and 2. 

Rosa pomifera (Apple Rose)- Densely 
branched shrub to 6 feet in height. 
Flowers are pink. Large, persistent fruit. 
Trial in all zone . 

Rosa rugosa (Rugosa Rose)- 5 feet. 
Very hardy sh rub rose. Flowers red to 
white, single, appearing in June. Large 
fruit, b rick-red, in fall. Leaves clark green, 
rough, turning orange in fall . Jiarcly in 
all zones. 

T he rugosa hybrids arc planted more 
often than the species . T hese retain much 
of the hardiness of the pccies but have 
more attracti ve, double fl owers. Some of 
these hybrids are 'Hansa' (red), 'F . J. 
Grootendorst' (reel ), 'Grootendorst Su
preme' (reel ), 'George Will' (red), 'Pink 
Grootendorst' (pink), 'Belle Poitevine' 
(pink), 'Sir Thomas Lipton' (white), 'Dr. 
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E. M. Miles (yellow), and 'Agnes' (yel
low). These rugosa hybrids are often 
planted in foundation and border plant
ings. Hardy in all zones. 

Russian Olive-See Elaeagnus (under 
Deciduous Trees) 

Salix alba chermesina (Redstem Wil
low)-Large tree that can be maintained 
as a shrub by cutting back to the ground 
every other spring. With this treatment 
it grows to about 6 feet. Foliage typical 
of narrow-leaved willows. \Vinter twigs a 
brilliant red color when pruned back as 
suggested. Use in shrub border or for 
informal hedge. Hardy in all zones. 

Salix caprea (Goatwillow)-A "cut
back" shrub with very showy pinkish 
catkins. Grow in the landscape as a speci
men shrub for its catkins. The form 
commonly available at nurseries is the 
French Pussywillow. Trial in all zones. 

Salix purpurea (Purpleosier Willow)-
10 feet. Upright shrub with purple twigs. 
It is an excellent snowcatch shrub in 
shelterbelts and as a background plant in 
shrub borders. Thrives on a wide range 
of soils. Hardy in all zones. 

Salix purpurea lambertiana-Quite 
similar to purpleosier willow, but branches 
are thicker and grows somewhat taller. 
Used in shelter belts, field windbreaks, and 
soil conservation plantings. Hardy in all 
zones. 

Salix purpurea gracilis (Dwarf Purpleo
sier Willow)-4 feet. Leaves bluish-green, 
fine textured. Stems upright, willowy. 
t-.'Iakes a compact clipped hedge or an 
informal hedge. May kill back after a 
severe winter. Trial in all zones. 

Sambucus canadensis (American Elder) 
-8 feet. Coarse native shrub with white 
flowers in large flat-topped clusters, ap
pearing in late June. Fruits blue to black, 
small, appearing in large clusters. Fruits 
used for pies and elderberry wine. Suit
able in border as background shrub and 
in wildlife plantings. Hardy in zones l, 
2, and 3; trial in zone 4. 

Sambucus canadensis aurea (Golden 
Elder)-Similar to American elder except 
that foliage is yellow and fruits are cherry
reel. Used for contrast in shrub border. 
Plant in full sun for best color. Hardy 
in zones l, 2, and 3; trial in zone 4. 

Sambucus canadensis acutiloba (Cut
leaf Elder)-Similar to American Elder 
except that leaves are finely divided into 
fernlike lobes. Hardy in zones l, 2, and 
3; trial in zone 4. 

Sambucus pubens (Scarlet Elder)-8 
feet. Large, coarse shrub. Flowers yellow
ish-white, appearing in large pyramidal 
clusters in May. Fruits scarlet, very showy 
in summer. Native throughout the state. 
Use as a background shrub in the border. 
Susceptible to cane borer. Hardy in all 
zones. 

Sambucus racemosa (European Red 
Elder)-8 feet. Similar to the scarlet elder 
except that leaves are smaller and smooth
er. Both cutleaf and golden varieties are 
planted. Variety 'Redman' is often plant
ed. Susceptible to cane borer. Hardy in all 
zones. 

Sandcherry-See Pnmus 
Saskatoon-See Amelanchier 
Serviceberry-See Amelanchier 
Shepherdia argentea (Silver Buffalo-

berry)-12 feet. Large, coarse shrub. 
Flowers inconspicuous; fruits red to yel
low, edible. Effective in July and August. 
Leaves silvery green, attractive. Alkali 
tolerant. Used in shrub border for color 
contrast; also suited in shelterbelt and 
windbreak plantings. Hardy in all zones. 

Silverberry-See Elaeagnus 
Smoketree-See Cotinus 
Snowball Bush-See Vibumum 
Snowberry-See Symphoricarpos 
Sorbaria sorbifolia (Ural False-Spirea) 

-5 feet. Very shade-tolerant shrub with 
suckering habit. Leaves compound, fern
like. Flowers white, appearing in large up
right clusters in June-July. Flowers soon 
fade to a dirty brown color, so it is best 
to cut off faded flowers. Use on north side 
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of buildings and on slope . IIarcly in all 
zones. 

Spiraea X arguta (Garland Spirea)- 5 
feet . A fine-textured , upright, spreading 
shrub of hybrid origin, S. thunbergi X S. 
multiflora. \ iVh itc flowers in fla t-toppccl 
clusters on arching stems appear in ea rly 
May. One of the showies t of ea rly spirea . 
Useful in foundation and border plant
ings. Hardy in zones 1 and 2; trial in 
zones 3 and 4. 

Spiraea X billiardii (Billiard Spirea)-4 
feet. Upright, open shrub of h ybrid origin , 
S. douglasii X S. salicfolia. Pink flowers in 
upright clusters appear in June-July. Very 
susceptible to alkali injury. Useful for 
covering banks, because of its suckering 
habit. Sometimes used in border and 
foundation plantings . Hardy in zones 1, 
2, and 3; trial in zone 4. 

Spiraea X bumalda 'Anthony Waterer' 
(Antl1ony Waterer Spirea)-2 feet. Low, 
compact shrub of hybrid origin, S. japon
ica X S. albiflora. Bright crimson flowers 
in flat clusters, appearing in June-July. 
Foliage turns red in fall . Sometimes kills 
back but since flowers form on new 
wood, this does not affect usefulness of 
shrub. Commonly used in foundation 
and border plantings. Semi-hardy in zones 
1, 2, and 3; trial in zone 4. 

Spiraea X bumalda froebelii (Froebel 
Spirea)-Very similar to Anthony Wat
erer spirea except that Froebel is more 
vigorous and its leaves a little broader. 
\ iVidely used for foundation and border 
plantings. Semi-hardy in all zones . 

Spiraea trilobata (Threelobe Spirea)-
4 feet. Small, compact shrub. Flowers 
white, borne in fl at-topped clusters. Sim
ilar to Vanhoutte Spirea excep t smaller 
and more compact. Selected variety is 
Swanlake. B arely in all zones. 

Spiraea vanhouttii (Vanhoutte Spirea) 
-- 6 feet. Wiclc-sprcacling shrub with arch
ing branches. Plowers white, appearing in 
flat-topped clusters in May-June. Poliagc 
fin e textured . W idely used for found ation 

American Bladdernut 

and border plantings. B arely in zones 1, 2, 
and 3; trial in zone 4. 

Staphylea trifolia (American Bladder
nut)- 9 feet. Large, coarse shrub native 
in moist thickets and ravines in southern 
Minnesota. Flowers greenish-white, bell
shaped, borne in elonga ted clusters. Pruits 
bladderlike, containing several small, hard 
seeds. Use as a background shrub in 
border. Tolerates wet soil. B arel y in zones 
1 and 2; trial in zone 3. 

Sumac- Sec Rhus 
Symphoricarpos albus laevigatus (Gar

den Snowberry)- 5 feet. Compact, fin e
textured, shade-tolerant shrub . Plowers 
pink, small, appearing in terminal clus
ters in mid-June. Pruits are large white 
berrie , very effective in late fall and 
early winter. U cful for foundation and 
border plantings, Hardy in zones 1, 2, 
and 3; trial in zone 4. 

Symphoricarpos chenaultii (Chenault 
Coralberry)- 2 feet . Small, compact 
shrub. Flowers small, pink, appearing in 
m id-Jul y. Fruits arc red berries in com
pact terminal clu tcrs, effective in late 
fall. This is a hybrid , S. microphyllus X 
S. orbiculatus. Kills back but comes from 
the base and blooms on new wood. Su
perior to the following species in texture 
of fo liage and color of fruit. Useful for 
fou ndation and border plantings. Trial 
in zone 1. 



WOODY PLANTS FOR MINNESOTA 27 

Symphoricarpos orbiculatus (Indian 
Currant Coralberry)-4 feet. Flowers 
small, inconspicuous. Fruits purplish-red, 
coral-like berries appearing in clusters 
along and at the ends of twigs in late 
fall. Foliage fine textured. Use in founda
tion and border plantings. Hardy in all 
zones. 

Syringa amurensis (Amur Lilac)-15 
feet. Large, spreading shrub. Flowers 
creamy-white, in large, open clusters, 
coming late in June-almost a month 
after other lilacs have finished blooming. 
Useful for background shrubs in border, 
for screens, and for snowcatches in shelter
belts. Hardy in all zones. 

Syringa chinensis (Chinese Lilac )-1 0 
feet. Large, compact shrub with fine
textured foliage. Flowers purple-lilac, in 
small clusters, appearing in late May. 
\Vhite and violet-red varieties are also 
grown. A red-flowered form is often sold 
as rothamogensis. Leaves much smaller 
than those of common lilac. Does not 
sucker. Of hybrid origin, S. laciniata X 
S. vulgaris. Useful for hedges, screens, 
border, and foundation plantings. Hardy 
in zones l and Z; trial in zone 3. 

Syringa microphylla superba (Daphne 
Lilac)-Small shrub with graceful branch
es. Has mahogany-red buds opening to 
a soft pink. The small leaves arc a clark 
green. Trial in all zones. 

Syringa persica (Persian Lilac)-5 feet. 
Smaller shrub than the Chinese lilac but 
otherwise very similar. Flowers pale lilac, 
appearing in late IVIay. Of hybrid origin, 
S. afghanica X S. laciniata. Useful in 
foundation and border plantings. Hardy 
in all zones. 

Syringa villosa (Late Lilac)-l 0 feet. 
Large, coarse shrub. Flowers rosy-lilac to 
white. Leaves large, hairy. Useful for 
shrub borders, screens, and shrub com
ponents of shelterbelts. Hardy in all 
zones. 

Syringa vulgaris (Common Lilac)-15 
feet. Large, coarse shrub with suckering 

habit. Flowers lilac or white, fragrant, 
coming in late May. Very good for snow
catches in shelterbelts and in windbreaks; 
may also be used in groups around the 
edge of large lawns. Hardy in all zones. 

Syringa vulgaris hybrids (French Lilacs) 
-French hybrids are among most highly 
prized of lilacs. They come in wide va
riety of flower colors and range from 
single to completely double. Visit a 
nursery featuring these lilacs at flowering 
time to select varieties. Useful in shrub 
border. Most French hybrids sucker, 
though not as much as common lilac. 
Hardy in all zones. 

Tamarix pentandra (Fivestamen Tama
risk)-10 feet. Tall, open shrub with 
feathery texture. Flowers small, pink, 
borne in fluffy clusters in mid-July. Hardi
est of tamarisks. Use as background shrub 
in border. 'Summer glow' is a selected 
variety. Hardy in all zones. 

Viburnum X Burkwoodii (Burkwood 
Viburnum)-Small shrub that reaches a 
height of 6 feet. Leaves are smooth with 
a dark brown vein. Flowers are mostly 
white and somewhat fragrant. Useful in 
the foundation planting and shrub border. 
Trial in all zones. 

Viburnum carlesii (Koreanspice Vi
bumum)-Grows to 6 feet with spreading 
upright branches. Flowers appear with 
the leaves. Large, pinkish-white flowers. 
V cry fragrant. Trial in all zones. 

Viburnum dentah1m (Arrowwood)-
8 feet. Large, compact shrub. Flowers 
white, in flat-topped clusters, appearing 
in early June. Fruits blue to black, com
ing in fall. Leaves clark green, turning 
reel in fall. Shade tolerant. Valuable as 
food for song birds and upland game 
birds. Use for background shrub in border. 
Hardy in all zones. 

Viburnum lantana (Wayfaringbush Vi
burmun)-8 feet. Foliage is attractive, 
silvery green, turning reel in fall. Flowers 
white, borne in flat-topped clusters in 
micl-lVIay. ft'ruits reel to black, appearing 
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Nannyberry Viburnum 

in fall . oocl shrub for border. Hard y in 
all zone . 

Viburnum lentago (Nannyberry Vi
burnum)- 12 fee t. Flowers white, ap
pea ring in fl at-topped clusters in late 
May. l•"ruits black, coming in fall and 
ea rly winter, edibl e, an important food 
for ong and upland ga me birds. Leaves 
glossy green, turning purplish-red in fall. 
Rather open and straggly in the wild, 
where it grows among other trees and 
hrubs. Under cultiva tion, given plenty 

of light, it forms an attractive, compact 
shrub . Use in th e shrub border or for 
screens. Hard y in all zones. 

Viburnum opulus (European Highbush 
Cranberry)- 8 fee t. Flowers white in fl at 
clusters; outer fl owers sterile, large and 
howy; inner fl owers small , perfect. Fruits 

are reel berries, appearing in fall and 
win tcr. Leaves turn red in fall. oocl 
shrub for border. Plant where red berries 
can be enjoyed from indoors in winter. 
Hard y in all zones. 

Viburnum opulus nanum. Dwarf com
pact form with small leaves. Rarely 
flowers. Hardy in all zones. 

Viburnum opulus roscum (Snowball 
Bush)- 8 fee t. Variety of l•: uropcan high
bu h cranberry. Flowers arc steril e; form 
snowball -l.ikc clu tcrs. No fruits. Subjc t 
to lea f injury by aphid . Usc in shrul 
border. II a rely in all zone . 

Viburnum trilobum (American High
bush Cranbcrry)- 8 fee t. Similar to Euro
pean highbush cranberry, xccp t that 
fruit arc edible. Valuable food for birds. 
Tolerate wet so il. Usc in shrub borcl r. 
IIarcly in all zone . 

Wahoo- Sec Euonymu 
Wayfaringbush- Scc Viburnum 
W eigela florida (Old-fashioned Wei-

gela)- 6 feet. Flowers lav nclcr to rose
pink, large, bell-shaped, coming in late 
May. Plant in protected sites in founda
tion and border plantings. A va riega ted 
leaf va riety i ava ilable. Hardy in zone 1 
and 2; trial in zone 3. 

Weigela h ybrids- 6 feet. The foll ow
ing hybrid va rieties have been grown 
successfull y in Minnesota: 'Eva Rathke', 
'Bristol Ruby', and 'Vaniceki'. Flower 
color of these hybrids is a brighter reel 
than W. florida . Plant in helt reel loca
tion . Trial in zones l and 2. 

Willow- Sec Salix 
Winterberry- Sce llex 

American Highbush Cranberry 
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Woody Vines 

Aristolochia durior (Common Dutch
mans Pipe)-30 feet. Vigorous, twining 
vine with clark green, large, heart-shaped 
leaves. Flowers of peculiar shape, resem
bling Meerschaum pipe and greenish. 
Useful for covering porches and trellises. 
Hardy in zones 1 and 2; trial in zone 3. 

Bittersweet-See Celastrus 
Boston Ivy-See Parthenocissus 
Campsis radicans (Common Trumpet 

Creeper)-30 feet. Flowers orange to 
scarlet, trumpet-shaped, showy, appearing 
in mid-July. Shrubby vine clinging to 
stone or woodwork by small, rootlike 
holdfasts, but often requires more tying 
to hold it in place. Plant in full sun to 
get attractive bloom. Hardy in zone l; 
trial in zone 2. 

Celastrus loeseneri (Loesener Bitter
sweet)-Ciimbing vine to 24 feet. Showy 
fruit, outer color yellow, inside color reel. 
Trial in all zones. 

Celastrus scandens (American Bitter
sweet)-20 feet. Flowers inconspicuous, 
sexes separate. Fruits are orange berries, 
opening to show a scarlet interior; effec
tive in fall and winter. Leaves turn yellow 
in the fall. A twining vine that grows on 
almost any support. Highly prized for 
fruiting branches used for winter bou
quets. Plant both sexes to be sure of 
getting fruits. Hardy in all zones. 

Clematis X jackmanii (Jackman Cle
matis)-10 feet. Flowers violet to purple, 
large, 5 to 7 inches across, appearing in 
July-August. Fruits are plumelike, borne 
in dense clusters, attractive in fall. Of 
hybrid origin, C. languinosa X C. viticella. 
One of the most popular of flowering 
vines. May kill back to the snowline but 
comes from the base and flowers on new 
wood. Semi-barely in all zones. 

Clematis paniculata (Sweet Autumn 
Clematis)-30 feet. Flowers white, about 
an inch across, in showy clusters, appear-

ing in September. Fruits plumelike, in 
dense clusters. Foliage dense, lustrous. 
Vigorous vine but not too hardy. Hardy 
in zone I; trial in zone 2. 

Clematis virginiana (Virgins Bower)-
18 feet. Flowers small, white, in dense 
clusters, appearing in July. Fruits plume
like, in dense clusters. Leaves turn purple 
in fall. Native throughout state. Often 
used in fence rows. Hardy in all zones. 

Dutchmans Pipe-See Aristolochia 
Engelmann Creeper-See Parthenocis
sus 
Honeysuckle-See Lonicera 
Japanese Creeper-See Parthenocissus 
Lonicera heckrottii 'Goldflame' (Ever-

blooming Honeysuckle )-12 feet. Flowers 
red outside, yellow inside, shaped like 2-
inch trumpets, blooming all summer. 
Useful for covering arches and trellises. 
Kills back in winter but blooms again 
on new wood. Trial in zones 1 and 2. 

Lonicera sempervirens (Tmmpet Hon
eysuckle)-20 feet. Flowers orange to 
scarlet, shaped like 2-inch trumpets, ap
pearing in mid-June to August. Red ber
ries produced in fall. Popular vine for 
trellises and porches. Hardy in all zones. 

Parthenocissus quinquefolia (Virginia 
Creeper)-50 feet. Rank, native vine used 
for covering such objects as telephone 
poles and windmills. Leaves compound 
with five radiating leaflets; turn brilliant 
reel in fall. I Iarclv in all zones. 

Parthenocissns quinquefolia engelman
nii (Engelmann Creeper)-Leaves smaller, 
and vine more refined than Virginia 
creeper. Used for covering brick walls and 
buildings. Clings by snckerlikc discs on 
tendrils. Hardy in all zones. 

Parthenocissus tricuspidata (Japanese 
Creeper or Boston lvy)-30 feet. Tight, 
clinging vine that holds fast to brick or 
stone with small rootlike holdfasts. Leaves 
three-lobed, lustrous green, turning scarlet 
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in fall. Forms interesting patterns on 
stone or brick walls. Sometimes kills back 
but new growth comes up from base. 
Hardy in zones l and 2. 

Wisteria floribunda (Japanese Wisteria) 
-12 feet. Flowers violet to violet-blue, 
appearing in long, drooping clusters in 
late May to early June. Used for trellises. 
Popular vine in the East but not con
sidered very hardy in Minnesota. Trial in 
zones I and 2. 

Trumpet Creeper-See Campsis 
Virgins Bower-See Clematis 
Virginia Creeper-See Parthenocissus 

General Lists 

(See descriptions for scientific name, site preference, and hardiness ratings) 

Large Trees 

(50 feet or more in lleigllt) 

Basswood 

Cottonwood 

American Elm 

Common Hackberry 

Thornless Honeylocust 

Silver Maple 

Sugar Maple 

Kentucky Coffeetree 

Medium Trees 

(25-50 feet in lleigllt) 

Paper Birch 

Cutleaf European Birch 

Green Ash 

European Mountain Ash 

Showy Mountain Ash 

Ohio Buckeye 

Northern Catalpa 

Ginkgo 

Littleleaf Linden 

Norway Maple 

Schwedler Maple 

Red Maple 

Bolleana Poplar 

Lombardy Poplar 

Niobe Weeping Willow 

Small Trees 

(Under 25 feet) 

Amur Maple 
American Mountain Ash 

Bechtel fi'lowering Crabapple 

Pagoda Dogwood 

Rosybloom fi'lowering Crabapples

Hopa, Red Silver, Sundog, Almey, 

Radiant 

White-flowered Flowering Crabapples-

Dolgo, fi'lame 

Hawthorns 

Japanese Tree Lilac 

Russian Olive 
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Silver Buffaloberry 

Pagoda Dogwood 
White Fringetree 

Amur Honeysuckle 

fi'rench Hybrid Lilacs 
Late Lilac 

Nanking Cherry 

Peking Cotoneaster 

Large Shrubs 

(Over 8 feet in height) 

Medium Shrubs 

( 5 to 8 feet in height) 

Sungari Rockspray Coteneaster 

Bailey Dogwood 

Creamedge Dogwood 

Siberian Dogwood 

\Vinged Euonymus 

Morrow Honeysuckle 

Zabels Blueleaf Honeysuckle 

Peegee Hydrangea 

Small Shrubs 

(3 to 5 feet in height) 
Japanese Barberry 

Redleaf Japanese Barberry 

Pygmy Caragana 

Red Chokeberry 

Alpine Currant 

Lemoine Deutzia 

Dwarf Winged Euonymus 

Golden Mockorange 

Lemoine Mockorange 

fi'lowering Almond 

Bush Cinquefoil 

Chenaults Coralberry 

Low Shrubs 
f(T nder 3 feet) 

Amur Maple 

Newport Plum 

Nannyberry Viburnum 
Highbush Cranberry Viburnu1n 

Eastern Wahoo 

Siberian Peashrub 

Chinese Lilac 

Virginal Mockorange 

Golden Ninebark 

Russian Peashrub 

Flowering Plum 

Roseacacia 

Vanhoutte Spirea 

Arrowwood Viburnum 

Winterberry 

Purpleosier Willow 

Dwarf Ninebark 

Father Hugo Rose 

Harisons Yellow Rose 

Rugosa Hybrid Roses 

Garden Snowberry 

Garland Spirea 

Threelobe Spirea 

Fragrant Sumac 

Dwarf Purpleosier vVillow 

Anthony Waterer Spirea 

Froebels Spirea 

Pachistima 
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Special Lists 
Trees and Shrubs for Informal Hedges 

Spacing 
in feet 

Acer ginnala, Amur Maple ................................................................................. 4-5 
Berberis thunbergii, Japanese Barberry ...................................................... 2-3 
Berberis thunbergii atropurpurea, Redleaf Barberry ........................ 2-3 
Caragana pygmaea, Pygmy Caragana ......................................................... 2-3 
Comus stolonifera, Reclosier Dogwood ................................................... 3-4 
Cotoneaster Iucida, Hedge Cotoneaster ................................................... 2-3 
Euonymus alata compacta, Dwarf Winged Euonymus ............ 3-4 
Lonicera sp. 'Claveys Dwarf Honeysuckle' ............................................. 3-4 
Lonicera claveyii, Claveys Honeysuckle ................................................... 3-4 
Physocarpus opulifolius nanus, Dwarf Ninebark .............................. 2-3 
Ribes alpinum, Alpine Currant ..................................................................... 2-3 
Shepherclia argentea, Silver Buffaloberry ................................................ 3-4 
Spirea vanhouttii, Vanhoutte Spirea ....................................... 3-4 
Syringa chinensis, Chinese Lilac ............................................... 2-3 
Syringa persica, Persian Lilac ........................................................................ 2-3 
Syringa vulgaris hybrids, French Lilac ...................................................... 3-4 
Viburnum lentago, Nannyberry viburnum ............................................. 3-4 
Viburnum trilobum, (American) Highbush cranberry ......... :..... 4-5 

Trees and Shrubs for Clipped Hedges 

Spacing 
in feet 

Height 
in feet 

Acer ginnala, Amur Maple ............................................ . 
Berberis thunbergii, Japanese Barberry .................. . 
Berberis thunbergii atropurpurea, Redleaf Barberry 
Caragana pygmaea, Pygmy Caragana .................... . 
Cotoneaster Iucida, Hedge Cotoneaster ............ . 
Euonymus alata compacta, Dwarf Winged 

Euonymus ................................................................................... . 
Lonicera Korolkowi zabellii, Zabels Honeysuckle 
Lonicera sp. 'Claveys Dwarf Honeysuckle' ........ . 
Physocarpus opulifolius nanus, Dwarf Ninebark. .... . 
Ribes alpinum, Alpine Currant ......................................... . 
Syringa chinensis, Chinese Lilac ...................................... . 

2-3 
1Yz-2 
Jllz-2 

1-2 
2-3 

1Yz-2 
2-3 

1Yz-2 
11/z-2 

1-1 Yz 
2-3 

6-10 
2-3 
2-3 
2-3 
3-5 

3-4 
4-6 
2-3 
3-4 
2-3 
5-7 

Height 
in feet 

12 
4 
4 

4 
6 
6 
4 
4 
4 

4 
4 

12 
6 
8 

5 
8-10 
8-12 
8 

Width 
in feet 

3-5 
2-3 
2-3 

11/z-2 
2-4 

3-4 
3-5 
2-3 
3-4 

1 Yz-3 
2-4 
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Trees and Shrubs with Colored Winter Stems 

Paper Birch 

Cutleaf European Birch 

River Birch 

Russian Olive 

Redosier Dogwood 

Redstem Willow 

Bolleana Poplar 

Y ellowtwig Dogwood 

Trees and Shrubs for Moist to Wet Soils 

I-Iighbush Cranberry 

Dogwoods 

Scarlet Elder 

Leatherwood 

Red Maple 

Service berries 

Willows 

Winterberry 

Trees and Shrubs for Dry or Sandy Soils 

Green Ash 

Japanese Barberry 

Buffalo berry 

Pygmy Caragana 

Leadplant 

Honey locust 

Siberian Peashrub 

Roseacacia 

Sandcherry 

Sumacs 

Tamarix 

Russian Olive 

Trees and Shrubs for Shady Locations 

Arrowwood 

Basswood 

Chokeberries 

Coralbeny 

Alpine Currant 

Dogwood 

Snowhill Hydrangea 

American Elm 

Maples 

Nannyberry 

Service berries 

Snow berry 

Ashleaved Spirea 

\Vahoo 

\Vayfaringbush Viburnum 

Leatherwood 

33 
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Vines for Stone or Brick Walls 

Boston Ivy 

Bittersweet 

Jackman Clematis 

Virgins Bower Clematis 

Vines for Trellises 

Engelmann Creeper 

Goldflame Honeysuckle 

Trumpet Honeysuckle 

Dutchmans Pipe 

Trees and Shrubs (generally fast-growing) for Shelterbelts 

Cottonwood 

Silver Maple 

Boxelcler 

Robusta Poplar 

American Plum 

Siberian Elm 

Honeysuckle 

Golden Willow 

Norway Poplar 

Trees and Shrubs (generally slower-growing) for Shelterbelts 

Russian Olive 

American Elm 

Green Ash 

Buffalo berry 

Hackberry 

Honey Locust 

Black Walnut 

Siberian Peashrub 

Amur Maple 

Silverberry 

Purpleosier Willow 

Common Lilac 

Trees and Shrubs with Showy Bloom 

fi'lowering Almond 

Beauty bush 

Ohio Buckeye 

Northern Catalpa 

Bush Cinquefoil 

fi'lowcring Crabapplcs 

Highbush Cranberry 

Lemoine Deutzia 

White fi'ringetrec 

Hawthorne 

Zabels Honeysuckle 

Snowhill Hydrangea 

Peegec Hydrangea 

Japanese Tree Lilac 

Hybrid Lilacs 

Red Maple 

Mayday Tree 

Mountain Ash 

Russian Pcashmb 

fi'lowering Plum 

Eastern Redbud 

Roseacacia 

Roses 

Spireas 

Weigela 
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Trees and Shrubs with Showy Fruits 

Arrowwoocl (blue) 

Japanese Barberry (reel) 

Reclosicr Dogwood (white) 

European Red Elder (reel) 

Scarlet Elder (reel) 

Amur Honeysuckle (reel) 
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Silver Buffalo berry (yellow to reel) 

Nanking Cherry (white to red) 

Reel Chokeberry (reel) 

Coralberry (violet to reel) 

Tatarian Honeysuckle (yellow to reel) 

Amur Maple (reel) 

Sungari Rockspray Cotoneaster (reel) 

Hedge Cotoneaster (black) 

Flowering Crabapple (yellow to reel) 

High bush Cranberry (reel) 

Golden Currant (black) 

Silky Dogwood (blue) 

Gray Dogwood (white) 

Mountain Ash (orange to reel) 

Nannyberry (black) 

Roses (red) 

Serviceberry (red to blue) 

Snow berry (white) 

Eastern Wahoo (purplish red) 

Wintcrbcrry (reel) 

Trees and Shrubs with Highly Colored Summer Foliage 

Redlcaf Japanese Barberry 

Variegated Dogwood 

Crimson King Maple 

Schwcdlcr Maple 

Golden Mockorange 

Variegated Maple 

Variegated \,Y eigela 

Golden Ninebark 

Russian Olive 

Newport Plum 

Cistena Sandcherry 

Japanese Barberry 

White Poplar 

Trees and Shrubs with Highly Colored Autumn Foliage 

Red Chokeberry 

\~fingecl Euonymus 

Leatherwood 

Amur Maple 

Red Maple 

Sugar Maple 

Oaks 

Sumac 

Eastern Wahoo 

Trees and Shrubs for High Lime Soil 

Boxelcler 

Hackberry 

Russian Olive 

Green Ash 

Cottonwood 

Siberian Peashrub 

Pygmy Pcashrub 

Silvcrbcny 

Siberian Elm (Dropmore) 

Tatarian Honeysuckle 

Bush Cinquefoil 

Alpine Currant 

Silver Buffaloberry 

Chinese Lilac 

Common Lilac 

Tamarisk 



For your further information . 

Evergreen plants-which are not covered in this bulletin-are given 
in Extension Bulletin 258, Evergreens. 

Two valuable bulletins which will tell you how to use the plants in 
these bulletins are Extension Bulletin 283, Landscaping the Home, and 
Extension Bulletin 196, Planting the Farmstead Sllelterbeit. You can 
get these bulletins from your county agent or by writing Bulletin Room, 
University of Minnesota, Institute of Agriculture, St. Paull, Minnesota. 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURE, ST. PAUL 1, MINNESOTA 

Cooperative Extension Work· in Agriculture and Home Economics, University of iV!inncsota, 
Agricultural Extension Service and United States Department of Agriculture Cooperating, Sknli Rntford, 
Director. Published in furtherance of Agricultural Extension Acts of lV!ay 8 and June 30, 1914. 
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