
“Pantógrafo y Niño: Carlos Satizábal” 
 

2014.  Mixed media wall construction, collage, and Plexiglas. 24”w x 
36”h x 6.5”d. 

 
David Feinberg, Beth Andrews, Antony Lakey and storyteller 
Carlos Satizábal, with contributions from artists Dylan Hansen, 
Michele Coppin, Sabine Darling, and writer Carissa Hansen. 
 
 Carlos Satizábal is a Colombian poet and activist who works 
alongside Patricia Ariza, a playwright and activist, in leading a street 
theater program for victims and survivors of violent political 
movements in Colombia. 
 
 As a young boy he remembers hearing stories about his 
country’s history from his grandfather and he says that many of the 
objects that appear in his piece serve as metaphors for these stories. 
He learned of the guerrilla soldiers who killed people with machetes, 
cutting off heads, arms, and legs. Carlos chose the headless man that 
appears in his piece because it reminded him of this. Carlos also 
learned about the Spanish conquistadors as a child. He recalled one 
story about a particular conquistador, Gonzalo Pizarro, who scoured 
the nation with a pack of 1,000 dogs, killing hundreds of natives along 
the way. 
 
 Carlos has memories of watching his father, a forger defying a 
corrupt government, use a pantograph – a device used to make a 
scaled copy of an image or text. A mock pantograph appears down the 
center of the piece. Carlos also has vivid, deeply moving memories of 
a statue of a man that his father owned. The statue had a long robe 
with a Chinese dragon on the back of it. Carlos associates this dragon 
symbol with memories of his father and grandfather. 
 
 Carlos is one of Colombia’s most renowned poets. During the 
collaboration, he transposed part of one of his poems onto his piece. A 
Plexiglas etching of the passage appears over his original 
transposition. Photos of Carlos’ father and Patricia Ariza are featured 
on the sides of the artwork as well. The photo of Carlos’ father is the 
only one Carlos owns. 


