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 Nancy Newman, a Jewish American, met Mike Newman, a 
German whose parents vehemently opposed the Nazi regime, in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Mike’s father, Franz Neumann, spoke out 
against the Nazi regime while in uniform as a member of the 
Luftwaffe. While their families were initially skeptical about their 
unlikely union, the two quickly realized that they shared a similar 
understanding of the devastation that surrounded World War II, and 
they decided to marry. The wooden dowel on the left side of the 
artwork shows a picture of Nancy on the couple’s honeymoon. The 
picture, split into three parts, shows her face, the Frank Zappa shirt 
she was wearing, and her pants. 
 
 Nancy and Mike’s life together represents a synthesis of unique 
heritages and families. The couple adopted two sons from Korea, and 
so the blue tassels on the right side of the piece depict the heritage of 
their sons. At one point, Nancy was thinking about studying to become 
a rabbi, and the white tzitzit tassels on the left side of the artwork are 
part of traditional clothing that rabbis and observant Jews would wear. 
These tassels reach across the middle of the piece and intertwine with 
the Korean tassels on the right side of the artwork, illustrating the 
blending of the two cultures. 
 
 Nancy and Mike reside in Minneapolis, and the map on the right 
side of the piece not only encompasses the location of their home, but 
also the Lake Street Bridge, a location of significance to Mike’s father. 
Franz Neumann had read the novels of James Fenimore Cooper, 
featuring imagery of a “free America” and the Mississippi River. When 
the Newman family first came to America, as they crossed the Lake 
Street Bridge, Franz was so moved that he stopped the car and cried 
while he stood looking out over the Mississippi River. 
 



 Nancy, although not directly involved in the events of the 
Holocaust, grew up hearing stories about it from her family members. 
Even as a young girl in school she remembers watching film reels of 
Jewish children during the Holocaust. Although not always at the 
forefront of her thoughts, she says that the images and stories of the 
Holocaust have always been present in her mind and part of her 
consciousness. To symbolize her acceptance into the Newman family, 
Mike’s grandmother gave Nancy doilies with “Neumann” stitched into 
them. Two of those doilies appear on the left side of the artwork. A 
doily can be seen through the mirror above Nancy’s head and Mike’s 
picture is reflected in the mirror as well, symbolizing that Mike and his 
heritage are also part of her consciousness. The side of the artwork 
features pictures of children from the Holocaust, representing the 
images of children in the film reels she watched as a child. During her 
interview, Nancy spoke of seeing the children, saying, “Who were 
those people, that could be me. I mean, they were kids who were the 
same age as I was…it just tore me apart.” 


