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Collaboration between David Feinberg and Dragana Vidovic, Bosnian 

storyteller, with contributions from Peter Lommen, Chris Charbonneau, 
Joni Christenson, Daisy Giles, Sarah Hiatt, Rowan Pope, Nicole Rodriguez, 

Mike Zittlow, and Daliya Jokondo. 

 
Dragana Vidovic of Bosnia created this piece in response to her family’s experience 

during WWI, WWII, and the Bosnian Civil War in the 1990s, which involved Nazi 
persecution and Croatian invasion.  Dragana painted lush green hills and valleys in 

the background to illustrate the natural beauty and fertility of her country.  The red 
roofs of her town and the soccer ball in the center of the painting are symbols of a 

happy childhood and a safe community in which the children of her town enjoyed 
playing soccer.  

 
These symbols stand in contrast to the many statues that were erected to 

commemorate the fallen Bosnian heroes of World War II.  The statues are a 
perpetual reminder of the violence that impacted Dragana’s family over the 

generations.  A statue was built on every spot on which a hero died, and a park 
bench was placed next to each statue, forming small parks throughout the town.  

The statue in the painting represents a Bosnian heroine that Dragana was 

particularly moved by, and the bench is where she often stopped to sit and reflect.  
 

The pears in the painting symbolize the pears Dragana gave a friend’s brother as a 
parting gift, before he left to fight in the Bosnian conflict.    Dragana remembers 

him as a charismatic young man who was full of life.  Much to the grief of the town, 
his body was brought back a month later.  He was the first soldier from Dragana’s 

town to join the army and his death was especially tragic because he died so young 
and so soon after leaving their village to fight.  She remembers that when the 

hearse carried his coffin around town, there was only silence, rather than laughter 
over good memories of him.  

 
The blue lady in the mountains represents Dragana’s grandmother, who was her 

hero and mentor.  Her family was forced to leave their village, separate, and live as 
refugees until 1995 when the war ended.   

 

 


