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Mark Biedrzycki, sculptor, with Holocaust survivor Fred Amram, and artist 
contributions from David Feinberg, Mary George, Rachel Mosey, Rowan 
Pope. 
 
Several of Fred’s written stories involve the image of a balcony, which is the central 
element of this relief. On the balcony, a figure of Fred’s mother is holding Fred as 
an infant during his bris, a Jewish religious ceremony involving the circumcision of 
the baby on the eighth day of the baby’s life. During Fred’s bris, Hitler passed by in 
a parade below Fred’s balcony, and, believing he was being saluted, saluted the 
Jewish baby. Above the balcony stands a figure representing Fred’s father.  
 
Fred lived in an apartment above a bomb shelter, but no Jews were allowed in the 
shelter. During a horrific British bombing attack near Fred’s apartment, Fred’s 
mother, enraged and desperate, pleaded and prayed to God that the bombing 
would hit her apartment and destroy everything. She said, “If you’re not going to 
live with the Jews, then you’ll die with the Jews.”  
 
To the upper left of the balcony, the Nazi swastika pierces the Star of David, the 
symbol for Jewish identity and Judaism. The Star of David is shattered by the 
swastika, but not destroyed.  
 
The balcony emerges from a wall, which is crafted to represent the Wailing Wall, an 
important Jewish religious site in Jerusalem. Slips of paper containing written 
prayers are placed in crevices in the wall. In this relief, the Wailing Wall appears as 
if in ruins, cracked and scarred by bombing.  
 
Below the wall is a ship, which represents the ship Fred and his family sailed on to 
escape from Germany. The ship is sailing away from the letter “A,” the first letter of 
the name of Fred’s younger cousin, the first friend Fred ever had, who later died in 
the Holocaust.     


