
AHC FACULTY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

September 19, 2013 

Meeting Notes 

 

[In these minutes:  Meet & Greet with Duluth Faculty, Tour of Duluth, Meeting with 

Women’s Mentoring Group, AHC FCC Business Meeting, Third Thursday Event in 

Duluth, Duluth Faculty Concerns/Issues] 

 

These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University 

of Minnesota Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these 

minutes reflect the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate, the Administration, or 

the Board of Regents. 

 

Present:  Ned Patterson, (chair), Paul Bohjanen, Les Drewes, Kathleen Krichbaum, 

Sandra Myers, Wendy St. Peter  

 

Regrets:  John Connett, Robert Kratzke 

 

I).  The committee traveled to Duluth for their September meeting.  Upon arrival, 

members met with a number of Duluth faculty who briefly shared information about their 

respective centers, institutes and/or areas of research: 

 Center for American Indian and Minority Health – Lorentz Wittmers 

 Hope Clinic – Dan Tomaszewski 

 Center for Rural Mental Health – Jim Boulger 

 Brain Barriers Research Center – Les Drewes 

 Duluth Medical Research Institute – Ron Regal 

 Basic scientist – T. Rose-Hellekant 

 Mission Map – Alan Johns and Grant Anderson 

 Research for Indigenous Community Health Center (RICH) – Michelle Johnson-

Jennings 

 

II).  Next, Professor Drewes gave members a tour of the campus, including the Medical 

School and College of Pharmacy. 

 

III).  Then, over lunch, the AHC FCC met with the Women’s Mentoring Group and 

discussed a number of topics including but not limited to pay equity and merit pay, lack 

of clear promotion track for teaching and clinical faculty, and faculty mentoring. 

 

IV).  After lunch, Professor Patterson convened the AHC FCC meeting, and the first 

agenda item was the 2013 – 2014 Third Thursday event.  The first Third Thursday event 

on the Twin Cities campus is scheduled for October 17 from 4:30 – 6:00 and the School 

of Public Health will host, reported Professor Patterson.  Then, for November 21, Vice 

President Brian Herman has been scheduled and he will be providing information about 

MnDRIVE.   

 



At the August meeting, members talked about looking into holding Third Thursdays in 

Conference Rooms A, B, and C in the Campus Club rather than the space they currently 

use.  Professor Patterson asked Renee Dempsey, Senate staff, to tell members what she 

learned from the Campus Club about the costs associated with moving to a different 

space.  Ms. Dempsey stated that the cost would be $200 for the space for each Third 

Thursday date and any additional costs associated with increased appetizer and beverage 

consumption.  She added that Conference Rooms A, B and C are currently open for all 

the dates, except October.  Professor Patterson suggested the committee request 

additional Third Thursday funding from Dr. Friedman to hold Third Thursdays in 

Conference Rooms A, B and C in the Campus Club in an effort to increase attendance 

and ultimately increase collaborative research and education efforts between faculty.   

 

The discussion then segued into a brainstorming session on increasing research and 

educational collaborations among faculty and the possible role that the AHC FCC could 

play in these efforts.  Professor Patterson stated that this item is going to be on the 

October Faculty Senate agenda, and he was interested in hearing members’ ideas.  

Member ideas included: 

 Provide faculty with examples of successful interprofessional collaborations and 

engage faculty in discussions about the issues/challenges surrounding 

interprofessional collaboration. 

 Debate the issue of interdisciplinary research collaboration. 

 Change the organizational structure and create organized chaos, which tends to 

stimulate creativity.  Many faculty are content to sit in their office or lab and not 

collaborate. 

 Explore changing the faculty annual contract policy to three-years, for example, 

which may serve to increase collaboration. 

 Invite some Duluth faculty to showcase their research at a Third Thursday event 

in the Twin Cities.  This could promote collaboration between Duluth and Twin 

Cities faculty.  In addition, include a poster session and invite President Kaler to 

this Third Thursday. 

 Host an event and have global health be the topic because global health is cross-

disciplinary. 

 Ask the administration to sponsor events for faculty that promote 

interprofessional collaboration.  

 Promote interprofessional educational opportunities.  A number of successful 

initiatives in the past have been student led/driven.  Invite Dr. Paul Jardine and/or 

Dr. Barbara Brandt to an AHC FCC meeting to talk more about advancing 

interprofessional education. 

 

Professor Patterson thanked members for a good a good discussion.  

 

V).  Next, the committee spent a few minutes dealing with housekeeping matters.  

Professor Patterson stated that he will not be able to make the October 2 meeting with Dr. 

Friedman but that Professor Krichbaum would chair the meeting in his stead.  In addition, 

the committee agreed to move its November 15 meeting to November 8.  Professor 

Patterson asked Ms. Dempsey, Senate staff, to send out a message about this change. 



 

 

VI).  The committee then discussed agenda items for their upcoming October meeting 

with Dr. Friedman.  Members agreed on the following agenda items: 

 

 What are the particularly important issues/challenges your successor will need to 

deal with after he/she begins?  

 Discussion about clinical/non-tenure/teaching-track faculty promotion and career 

development opportunities, particularly for Duluth faculty. 

 Receive an update from Dr. Friedman on the pay equity study that is underway in 

the AHC. 

 

VII).  After the AHC FCC meeting there was a Third Thursday presentation on Research 

for Indigenous Community Health Center (RICH) by Michelle Johnson-Jennings and 

Derek Jennings. 

 

VIII).  Following the RICH presentation, a number of Duluth faculty shared their 

concerns/issues with the AHC FCC.  The following issues were raised: 

 Salary equity. 

 Status of expansion of School of Dentistry to Duluth. 

 Inadequate technology infrastructure, particularly on the Twin Cities campus, 

which prevents Duluth faculty and students from participating in Twin Cities 

AHC seminars, etc. 

 Lack of graduate research programs in Duluth. 

 Expansion of AHC in Duluth, assuming that the administration will provide the 

resources necessary to do a proper expansion. 

 

IX).  Following a short reception, the AHC FCC departed for the Twin Cities. 

 

        Renee Dempsey 

        University Senate 

 

 

 

 

 

 


