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David Feinberg. Drawing contributions from Rwandan survivor Alice 
Tuza and her sister Floriane Robins-Brown and artists: Caroline Kent, 
Kelly Frush, David Harris, and Solomon Atta. 
 
The team of artists asked Floriane and Alice questions about their 
experiences during the 1994 genocide. Using pencils and paper, the 
sisters sketched their memories in response. Kelly asked Alice to draw 
the first graphic image she saw when she first realized something was 
terribly wrong. Alice drew a scene where she and her family members 
scrambled to flee the rebels. An unexpected twist occurred when she 
drew dialogue bubbles and added text such as “Please don’t kill me,” 
and “Let me pray first before you kill me.” Floriane sketched herself 
watching the Rwandan president’s plane crash shown on CNN and she 
remembered being angered when news of the crash was interrupted 
by continuous footage of the infamous OJ Simpson high-speed chase.  
 
The sisters were given rollers with blue and orange paint and they 
were asked to roll the paint around arbitrarily. When asked if the large 
blue image Alice had painted with the roller was the sun, she said that 
she was thinking of the rebels’ clubs. Alice described the rebels 
commonly using baseball bats with nails sticking out of them as 
weapons. “You’d be lucky if they shot you,” she said. 
 
Next we asked them to consider what the town looked like before the 
genocide and to draw upon childhood memories and whatever objects 
were around them when they first heard the news about the genocide. 
We realized that the white space between the orange and the blue was 
the road to Burundi and we had them paint their houses on either side 
of the road.  
 
Among Floriane’s collection of childhood photographs we found an 
image of her and fellow classmates standing on a dock on a sunny day 
in Rwanda. We used the reflected image of the group to express the 
memory of her childhood and sadness.  
 
 
 


