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27" x 50" x 7", 2005, Acrylic and mixed media on wood.  
 
David Feinberg. Drawing contributions from Diane Grace Goodman, 
Emily Widi, Jennifer Barnett, Survivors: Sabina Zimering MD, Lucy 
Smith, and Murray Brandys. 
 
A 6 foot long oak table was filled with over one hundred diverse small 
objects that included yarn, old jewelry, buttons, and toys. Survivors 
Sabina Zimering MD, Lucy Smith, and Murray Brandys were asked to 
pick objects from the table that reminded them of experiences from 
both the old world before the Third Reich and the new world after the 
end of the war. Each survivor was paired with an artist to explain what 
the objects represented. These conversations were video-recorded for 
the newest phase of the documentary "Voice To Vision".  
 
  Murray picked a small toy zebra that he saw at the Bronx Zoo when 
he first came to America. He never saw a zebra before. With that clue, 
the art team went to Como Zoo in St. Paul, Minnesota with three 
cameras and photographed the zebra used in this collage. While in the 
process of arranging the visual elements, an ironic association was 
discovered since Murray wore a striped uniform during his 
imprisonment in the concentration camps.    
 
Sabina Zimering selected a small bell that once topped a pre-war 
standard gauge toy steam engine. It reminded her of the bell in the 
tower of the Catholic Church that was adjacent to her home. The bell 
chimed every day at regular intervals. In the Twin Cities Public 
Television documentary on this project, Sabina said that she still hears 
the bells, even to this day. In her book "Hiding In The Open" she 
indicated that she escaped from the Nazis by fleeing through that 
church when the soldiers were rounding up the Jews to be sent to the 
death camps of Triblinka.  
 
  Lucy Smith found little green glowing buttons (used in this artwork) 
that she interpreted as peas. She told us three different stories about 
experiences during her years of hiding which were related to pea soup. 
One story took place at the end of the war, 1945, when Poland was 
occupied by the Russians. Lucy, who was about 10 years old, was 
leaving Warsaw for Lublin, the temporary capital of Poland, with her 
mother and with another woman from Lublin. They hitched rides on 
Russian military trucks and paid their fare with a bottle of vodka. They 
slept on a mattress placed on the floor of their traveling companion’s 



small apartment in Lublin. There was little food and they were very 
hungry from their long ordeal. Before they went to bed they all went to 
a nearby monastery that was serving pea soup to all those who were 
hungry. Lucy recalls to this day that it was the best pea soup that she 
ever has had in her life. 


