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Talk addresses 
transportation 
equity
When does equity trump effi -
ciency in transportation planning? 
And how can transportation plan-
ners include equity issues earlier 
in the planning process?

Those were some of the ques-
tions raised by Georgia Institute 
of Technology professor Michael 
Meyer at the 19th Annual Sehlin 
Lecture in the Department of 
Civil Engineering (CE) on April 
29.

Meyer, former director of trans-
portation planning for the state 
of Massachusetts, said equity or 
fairness is difficult to measure 
and is often overlooked by plan-
ners and engineers who are seek-
ing the lowest-cost solution to 
transportation problems. Because 
planners fail to consider the 
social costs of their projects, their 
efficient transportation solutions 
are often rejected as politically 
unworkable.

The solution? Include equity 
questions earlier in the process, 
he said.

“Just as the late 1960s and 
early 1970s questioned modal 
bias in the substance and form of 
transportation demand models, I 
suspect the 2000s will question 
the gender and demographic bias 
(or at least limitations) incorpo-
rated into our underlying travel 
behavior theories, databases, and 

Roundtable evaluates impacts of transit corridors

The Humphrey Institute of Public 
Affairs’ State and Local Policy Pro-
gram, Hennepin County, and CTS 
held a public roundtable on evaluat-
ing the economic and community 
impacts of transit corridors June 15, 
nearly one year after the fi rst leg 
of the Hiawatha light rail corridor 
opened in Minneapolis. 

CTS director Robert Johns moderated the 
event, and Hennepin County commissioner 
Peter McLaughlin provided opening remarks. 
“We need to think about how we’re going to 
change how we live, how we move about in 
this region, and how we support economic 
development and a strong community,” said 
McLaughlin, before Johns welcomed keynote 
speaker Professor Robert Cervero of the 
University of California, Berkeley, to the stage.

Cervero studied San Francisco’s Bay 
Area Rapid Transit (BART) system 20 
years after it was built, comparing the 
situation at that time to the goals in 
the original proposal. Cervero found 
that San Francisco remained the center 
of the region for employment density. 
“BART managed to retain the primacy 
of San Francisco’s central business dis-

trict as an employment center and a retail cen-
ter; that is, the share of regional jobs and retail 
transactions in the center stayed more or less 
consistent over the first 20 years, but [BART] 
was also a force toward decentralization,” 
Cervero said. 

This decentralization also contributed to the 
trend of positive commercial growth in San 
Francisco. “Without this radial system that 
delivered high accessibility to the center, we 
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Robert Cervero

Sabo Lecture: Daschle shares vision of freedom

Former Sen. Tom Daschle, addressing an audi-
ence of about 300 on May 2 at the Humphrey 
Institute of Public Affairs, encouraged the 
search for an “authentic vision of freedom” and 
called for America to reassert its place in the 
world as a beacon to freedom. 

Daschle’s presentation, which focused on 
what he learned during his 
career in public service and 
offered advice for current 
and future public lead-
ers, was part of the annual 
Martin Olav Sabo Lecture 
Series. The lecture series, 
which began in 2002, is 
a forum for distinguished 
individuals to address the challenges of public 
service for our states and nation. The series 
honors Congressman Martin Olav Sabo, who 
has had a distinguished career at the state and 
federal levels for more than three decades. 

Lee Munnich, senior fellow and direc-
tor of the State and Local Policy Program at 
the Humphrey Institute, introduced Daschle 

and Sabo, ranking minority member of the 
Homeland Security Subcommittee of the House 
Appropriations Committee and former top 
Democrat on the Transportation Appropriations 
Subcommittee. Munnich also announced 
the establishment of the Martin Olav Sabo 
Fellowship at the Humphrey Institute, which he 

deemed a “crucial tool” to 
ensure economically disad-
vantaged individuals would 
be represented at the school.

Congressman Sabo, whose 
career in public service has 
been similar to Daschle’s, 
told of the special bond 
he’d developed working 

with Daschle as newly elected representatives 
in 1978. In addition, Sabo, describing a plaque 
of homespun wisdom on the wall of Daschle’s 
Senate office that emphasized the importance of 
each constituent, lauded Daschle’s “incredible 
leadership for the country.”

Following warm words for Sabo and a light-
hearted reference to his own recent election 

Tom Daschle Martin Sabo
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Professor Thomas Stin-
son of the Department 
of Applied Economics 
is one of six individu-
als to receive a 2005 
Outstanding Community 
Service Award. The 
awards honor faculty, 
staff, and greater Uni-

versity community members who have 
made substantial, enduring contributions 
to the external community that improve 
public life and the well-being of society. 
Recipients were honored in a ceremony 
May 10 in Minneapolis.

In addition to his tenured teaching, 
research, and extension appointment in 
the Department of Applied Economics, 
Stinson has served as state economist for 
18 years. In that capacity, he is responsible 
for preparing the twice-yearly state revenue 
forecasts that provide the starting points 
for state budget decisions. In addition, as 
a state economist, he teaches state pol-

Stinson receives 
University honor

Tom Stinson

could not have supported the degree of 
employment growth in the downtown that 
otherwise would not have occurred,” said 
Cervero. San Francisco created “privi-
leged districts” around transit nodes that 
kept jobs from moving to the suburbs. 
“This is very much about community 
enhancement and place-making,” Cervero 
said.

After looking at changes in population 
and employment among two groups of 
“superdistricts”—those with BART stations and those without—
Cervero found that while BART managed to keep jobs in the city, 
it didn’t change patterns of commercial growth in the suburbs. 
New commercial developments, evidenced by square footage of 
office space in the city and suburbs, continued to locate near free-
ways. 

Corridors affect housing markets, Cervero said, but not always 
as expected. Four thousand homes were demolished to make 
way for BART, and the same number of new homes were built 
after BART —a net increase of zero houses. Still, although new 
housing developments continued at about the same pace, Cervero 
found they were being built near BART stations instead of free-
ways. What’s more, land values increased with proximity to the 
stations, as did apartment rents. Those who chose to live and work 
closer to transit were 35 percent more likely to use it, and less 
likely to own a car. “This is clearly people choosing for lifestyle 
reasons to live near a transit station, get rid of a car or a second 
car, and free up more money...” Cervero explained. “They pay a 
high rent for that privilege.”

BART was expected to rejuve-
nate weak real estate markets and 
economies in some communities, but 
usually didn’t. “The problem here is 
problems on the street—crime and 
homelessness and disinvestment and 
decline—and accessibility is not going 
to change that,” Cervero said. 

Cervero then touched on other tran-
sit corridors in California such as one 
in San Diego, where there was a great 

difference in impact between a northern and southern rail line. 
The reason, Cervero said, was that the southern line connected 
downtown San Diego and the border of Tijuana, Mexico, with 
very few mixed-use developments along the way. The result was a 
ridership composed of day workers with no economic effect along 
the corridor. 

Cervero said he wished he had “done 30 years ago in the San 
Francisco Bay area what you’re doing today… I think we have 
enough benchmarks out there to guide our assessments, to begin 
to do these kinds of studies. Hopefully you can learn from the 
mistakes of others.”

Following Cervero with three transit corridor evaluation cases 
were Professor Gerrit Knaap (executive director of the University 
of Maryland’s National Center for Smart Growth Research and 
Education), Gary Foyle (director of Metra’s Office of Planning 
and Analysis), and Cheryl Thole (research associate with the 
University of South Florida’s Center for Urban Transportation 
Research). To view their PowerPoint presentations, please visit 
www.cts.umn.edu/news/mreport/2005/07/transit.html. CTS
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defeat, Daschle launched into a lesson on 
the challenges of public leadership in our 
changing world. He framed much of what 
he said around the meaning of freedom.

“I share the president’s hope that the 
world is moving toward freedom,” Daschle 
said. But he took issue with how freedom 
has been defined by our leaders. 

“At its very best, politics is a contest 
of ideas and values that shape our lives, 
and therefore our nation. I believe this is 
a pivotal moment for our nation, for our 
people,” he said, pointing to the close and 
deep differences in values and ideology 
that continue to divide the nation, espe-
cially since the last election. “Freedom is 
what has defined America.”

To illustrate the precarious nature of 
freedom, Daschle recounted the inspiring 
stories of the Polish Solidarity movement 
and of the plight of Japanese-Americans 
during World War II as experienced by 
Hawaiian Sen. Daniel Inouye, a war hero. 
He also reached back to FDR’s defining 
speech about freedom of speech and wor-
ship—and from want and fear.

“This is the vision of freedom that our 
parents and grandparents fought for,” he 
said, telling the story of his father’s ser-
vice as a soldier on D-Day. He stressed the 
need to bring dignity and hope to every 
American, including the elderly, the poor, 
and the disenfranchised, by recommitting 
efforts to ensure economic freedom, health 
care, education, employment, and retire-
ment for all.

Daschle, citing statistics and providing 
several more historical and personal anec-
dotes, admonished some public leaders for 
misunderstanding the difference between 
choice and freedom. “Freedom must be 
more than just freedom to fail,” he said. “It 
must allow Americans freedom to control 
their lives.”

Daschle served as representative and 
senator from South Dakota from 1979 
to 2005. He was elected to the Senate in 
1986, where he served as both majority 
leader and minority leader. Earlier this 
year, Daschle joined the Washington, D.C., 
law firm Alston & Bird, LLP, as a public 
policy adviser.  CTS
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The Hiawatha LRT in Minneapolis



Maintenance expo refl ects new safety concerns
The safety of main-
tenance workers and 
the traveling public 
has always been a 
popular topic at both 
the spring and fall 
maintenance expos. 
The 2005 Minnesota 
Spring Maintenance 
Training Expo, held 
at the St. Cloud 
Convention Center 
April 20 and 21, featured even more safe-
ty-related classes than usual. In addition 
to traditional topics like chain-saw safety, 
work-zone traffic control, and workplace 
safety, the expo included classes on rec-
ognizing and safely dealing with meth-
amphetamine labs, skin cancer, and West 
Nile virus. These topics reflect new health 
and safety issues for today’s maintenance 
worker.

This was the second year in which 
CTS was the primary sponsor for the 
event, in cooperation with the Minnesota 
Local Road Research Board, Mn/DOT, 
the Minnesota Street Superintendents 
Association, and the Minnesota Public 
Works Association. More than 515 state, 
county, and city highway and street 
workers from all across the state, as 
well as other interested parties, attended. 
Participants earned continuing educa-
tion units and Minnesota LTAP “Roads 
Scholar” credits (see www.mnltap.umn
.edu/programs/roadsscholar to learn more programs/roadsscholar to learn more programs/roadsscholar
about the Roads Scholar Program).

April 20’s general session on metham-
phetamines began with a description of the 
growth in production and use of this dan-
gerous drug in Minnesota and throughout 
the country. Methamphetamine—which is 
manufactured with explosive, flammable, 
toxic, and corrosive chemicals—cre-

ates safety and health 
problems wherever it is 
produced, and the illegal 
disposal of waste prod-
ucts is a growing prob-
lem. Speakers from the 
Minnesota Department 
of Health described meth 
labs and waste products 
so that maintenance 
workers can more read-
ily identify them along 

roads and respond safely. 
Other training sessions at the expo 

varied from homeland security and the 
impacts on maintenance operations to 
spring load restrictions and truck weight 
issues, pavement preservation, dust con-
trol for gravel roads, erosion control for 
maintenance operations, and commercial 
vehicle license requirements. In addition, 
an array of exhibitors displayed their prod-
ucts and services, many related to safety.

Cheri Marti, CTS assistant director, 
gave the welcome and opening remarks 
on the first day of the event. Mn/DOT’s 
Kathleen Schaefer, instructor with the 
Circuit Training and Assistance Program, 
presented a concurrent session on proper 
work-zone traffic control and flagging for 
maintenance workers. Schaefer was joined 
by Wendy Frederickson, Mn/DOT’s Salt 
Solutions coordinator, and Connie Fortin
of Fortin Consulting Inc., in a preview of 
the Minnesota Snow and Ice Control Field 
Guide, which will be published later this 
summer by Minnesota LTAP and other 
partners. 

Serving on the planning committee 
from the University were Gina Baas, Jim 
Grothaus, and Mindy Jones of CTS, and 
Lori Graven and Teresa Washington of 
the College of Continuing Education. CTS

First LTAP ‘Roads 
Scholar’ graduates
John Tarnowski is the first graduate 
of the Minnesota LTAP Roads Scholar 
Program. He received his certificate this 
April at the Spring Maintenance Training 
Expo in St. Cloud, Minnesota. 

Minnesota LTAP—a part of the 
Federal Highway Administration’s Local 
Technical Assistance Program—is admin-
istered by CTS and cosponsored by the 
Minnesota Local Road Research Board 
and Mn/DOT.

Tarnowski, maintenance research proj-
ect manager with Mn/DOT’s Maintenance 
Operations Research Unit, said he was 
“honored to be the first to acquire the 
Roads Scholar credits and qualify for the 
certificate and recognition I received.” 
Although he’s completed the accreditation 
process, Tarnowski plans to continue his 

training. “I learned a considerable amount 
attending the classes,” he said, “and plan 
to continue attending new ones as they 
become available.”

The Roads Scholar Program, which 
began in 2003 and currently enrolls more 
than 400 people, awards a Minnesota 
LTAP certificate to maintenance personnel 
who are committed to learning new skills 
and expanding their knowledge in the lat-
est road and bridge innovations. To com-
plete the program, students like Tarnowski 
must complete eight credits within five 
years by attending LTAP workshops, 
maintenance expos, and Circuit Training 
and Assistance Program (CTAP) work-
shops. LTAP sponsors 25 sessions annu-
ally that meet the program’s certification 
requirements.

 To learn more about the Roads Scholar 
Program, or to enroll, visit www.mnltap
.umn.edu/programs/roadsscholar, or con-
tact Mindy Jones at 612-625-1813. CTS

“Roads Scholar” John Tarnowski and Minnesota 
LTAP director Cheri Marti

Methamphetamine is manufactured with dan-
gerous chemicals that are often disposed of 
illegally along roadsides.

icymakers and the general public about 
economic policy and provides information 
on factors affecting the current and future 
performance of the Minnesota economy.

In addition to teaching economics to 
University students, Stinson has made 
state economic projections understandable 
to journalists, business people, nonprofit 
organizations, and community groups 
throughout Minnesota, and he has contrib-
uted his expertise to the University admin-

istration and the board of regents. He has 
also conducted a number of research proj-
ects as part of the CTS research program, 
most recently resulting in a report with 
Barry Ryan titled Paying for Minnesota 
Low-Volume Roads: A Tax Policy 
Assessment (Mn/DOT 2004-04). Assessment (Mn/DOT 2004-04). Assessment CTS
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July 27 “The Third Downtown: Bloomington,” 
DoubleTree Park Place, St. Louis 
Park. Sponsor: Sensible Land Use 
Coalition. Contact Pat Arnst, 952-474-
3302, PFArnst@aol.com. 

July 27–30 TrailLink 2005: International Trails & 
Greenways Conference, Minneapolis.
See www.railtrails.org
/traillink2005 or call 202-331-9696. 

Aug. 24–26 Midwest Region 2005 Context 
Sensitive Design & Solutions 
Workshop, Minneapolis. See 
www.cts.umn.edu/csd. 

Sept. 11–14 American Public Works Association
National Conference, Minneapolis.
See www.apwa.net/meetings
/congress/2005 or call 800-848-2792.

Sept. 26–29 Green Highway Forum, College Park, 
Maryland. Sponsors: FHWA, 
AASHTO, and U.S. EPA. Call Jason 
Harrington, 202-366-1576, or visit 
www.wetlandsworkgroup.org
/GreenHighways/Green%Highways
.htm.

Oct. 5–6 Minnesota Fall Maintenance Expo, St. 
Cloud. Call Kathy Warren,
651-351-7432.

Oct. 11–12 2005 Airport Technical Assistance 
Program (AirTAP) Fall Forum, 
Brainerd. See www.airtap.umn.edu.

Oct. 24–26 Minnesota Public Transit Association 
Annual Conference, Bloomington.
Visit www.dot.state.mn.us/transit/tconf. dot.state.mn.us/transit/tconf. dot.state.mn.us/transit/tconf

Oct. 31– Sixth National Conference on 
Nov. 3 Transportation Asset Management, 

Kansas City, Mo. Call Francine 
Shaw-Whitson, 202-366-8028, or visit 
gulliver.trb.org/conferences/Asset.

Nov. 16–17 Toward Zero Deaths Conference, St. 
Cloud. Contact Shirley Mueffelman, 
612-624-4754, conferences2@cce.umn
.edu. 

May 24–25 CTS Seventeenth Annual 
Transportation Research Conference, 
Saint Paul RiverCentre. CTS

Upcoming events
To publicize your event, call CTS at 612-626-1077, fax 612-625-6381, or e-mail snopl001@cts.umn.edu. 
Visit the CTS Web site—www.cts.umn.edu—for more comprehensive event information. 

Despite huge technology and efficiency 
advances, most organizations have not yet 
realized the full capabilities of their supply 
chains. To help companies learn how they 
can untap their supply chain capabilities, 
the Carlson Executive Development Center 
at the University of Minnesota is hosting a 
two-day program on supply chain manage-
ment October 4–6, 2005.

In this program, participants will exam-
ine the latest challenges facing supply 
chains in light of increased globalization 
and security concerns, industry consolida-
tion, and rising customer expectations. 
Faculty experts in inventory and distribu-
tion management, strategic sourcing, and 
technology management have drawn from 
recent supply chain research and best prac-
tices to develop an exciting curriculum for 
this new program. Through exercises, case 
discussions, and industry presentations, 
participants will be exposed to new sup-

ply chain management tools, concepts, and 
strategies and challenged to apply these 
ideas in their own businesses.

Objectives of the program include:
- Understanding the impact of recent 

trends on supply chain dynamics such 
as globalization, industry consolida-
tion, homeland security, and technology 
developments.

- Identifying the appropriate supply chain 
strategy for your business.

- Using information, rapid replenishment, 
and postponement to reduce your supply 
chain costs.

- Avoiding common pitfalls in choosing 
suppliers and managing supplier rela-
tionships.

- Determining when outsourcing is an 
appropriate option.

- Developing a technology strategy that 
supports your supply chain objectives.
Program faculty—all from the Carlson 

School of Management—are Karen 
Donahue (associate professor), Arthur 
Hill (John and Nancy Lindahl Professor 
for Excellence in Business Education in 
the Operations and Management Science 
Department), and Kingshuk K. Sinha
(professor). Donahue, who also serves 
as program faculty for the Graduate 
Certificate in Transportation Studies, has 
been teaching and researching in the area 
of supply chain management for more than 
10 years. 

The program fee of $2,500 includes 
tuition, program materials, coffee 
breaks, and lunches. Register online at 
www.carlsonschool.umn.edu/edc, e-mail 
edc@carlsonschool.umn.edu, or call 612-
624-2545 or 800-388-3863. CTS

University offers supply chain management program

model constructs,” he said.
Some key fairness issues planners are 

likely to face in large metro areas in the 
next 25 years include tradeoffs in housing 
versus transportation costs, transportation 
for an aging population, spatial and modal 
distribution of investment, transit funding, 
demographics, external costs, and pricing.

All of these issues should be on the 
agenda both for transportation planners 
and the schools that train them, he said.

“Certainly it suggests we need to exam-
ine how we educate the next generation of 
transportation professionals,” he said. 

The lecture was sponsored by the 
Katherine and Arthur Sehlin family and 
CE. John Gulliver, CE department head, 
gave welcoming remarks, followed by an 
introduction by Assistant Professor David 
Levinson. CTS
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Michael Meyer, Shirley Hunt Alexander, and David 
Levinson. (Hunt Alexander is the daughter of the Seh-
lins, who funded the lecture series.)


