
• TechPlan forum.......................2
• TRB mid-year meeting ...........3
• Alumni events .........................4
• NLTAPA vice president ..........4
• TZD conference brochure ......4

A monthly report on transportation research, education, and outreach activities at the University of Minnesota August 2010

Inside

Survey  continued on page 3

McGinnis  continued on page 2

McGinnis named CTS director
Laurie McGinnis has been 
appointed the new director of 
the Center for Transportation 
Studies effective July 5, 2010. 
She had served as acting direc-
tor of CTS since October 2009. 

“This appointment is the 
result of a comprehensive 
national search process that included a review 
of 19 well-quali!ed applicants from through-
out the country,” according to the announce-
ment issued by Robert J. Jones, senior vice 
president for system academic administration, 
and Andrew Furco, associate vice president 
for public engagement.

McGinnis has been involved in the trans-
portation !eld since 1979. Over the last 18 
years she has been a key player in the devel-
opment and growth of CTS, having served 
as the Center’s research coordinator, director 

of research and contract management, asso-
ciate director, and acting director. Through 
her previous leadership experiences at CTS, 
McGinnis has created new program opportuni-
ties that have expanded the Center’s national 
reach, helped streamline operations, and 
articulated future directions in transportation 
research, education, and outreach.

As director of CTS, McGinnis will provide 
leadership, direction, and vision in achiev-
ing the mission of the Center, which includes 
advancing innovations that put the University 
at the forefront of transportation research.  

Elements of her vision include increas-
ing the international presence of CTS and 
University researchers; pursuing funding from 
non-traditional sources such as the National 
Institutes of Health and the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development; exploring 
new research areas such as transportation and 

CTS seminars 
available on 
iTunes U

Research semi-
nars held by 
CTS and the 
Intelligent 
Transportation 
Systems (ITS) Institute during 
the 2009–2010 academic year 
are now available on iTunes U. 

iTunes U is a distribution 
system for everything from lec-
tures to language lessons, !lms 
to labs, audiobooks to tours. 
Content can be downloaded 
and viewed on any Mac, PC, 
iPod, or iPhone.

To visit the University’s site, 
see http://itunes.umn.edu. CTS 
is featured on the University of 
Minnesota’s iTunes U Science 
and Technology page. Please 
note that you need to have 
iTunes installed on your com-
puter to view the seminars.

In related news, this fall 
semester’s seminars will be 
announced shortly. Seminars 
will be broadcast live on the 
Web and will be available for 
later viewing on the CTS site. 
Please watch your in-boxes 
for an e-mail announcement or 
check www.cts.umn.edu
/Events for updates. CTS

Survey sheds light on public perception of rural driving 
and safety policies
The vast majority of Americans interviewed in 
a new national poll believe winter is the most 
dangerous time for driving, but the truth is that 
summer driving is the most perilous, according 
to the University’s Center for Excellence in 
Rural Safety (CERS). 

In survey !ndings, CERS researchers dis-
covered that 83 percent of Americans consider 
winter to be the most dangerous season to 
be driving on rural roadways. Only 8 percent 
believe summer is the most dangerous time. 
However, about one in three fatalities happen 
during the three months of summer, a sig-
ni!cantly higher fatality rate than the winter 
months, as well as the overall non-summer 
rate. Moreover, the Fourth of July is often 
the most dangerous driving day of the year, 
according to the National Highway Traf!c 
Safety Administration. Crowded rural roads 
and holiday-related drinking are among the 

many factors that contribute to 
the danger.

“Americans’ sense of sea-
sonal driving risk is skewed,” 
said Tom Horan, CERS 
research director. “We are wary 
of winter driving, but let our 
guard down during summer 
holidays, when fatalities are most likely to 
occur.”

Rural roads are particularly perilous. While 
U.S. Census !gures show that about 1 out of 
5 (21 percent) Americans live in rural areas, 
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
has found that about 6 out of 10 (57 percent) 
highway deaths occur on roads that it consid-
ers rural.

The survey also found that Americans are 
overwhelmingly supportive of policies to 
reduce road fatalities, including many policies 

Laurie McGinnis

Tom Horan
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public health; and ramping up entrepre-
neurial activities, including the commer-
cialization of new technologies. 

McGinnis also intends to continue 
strengthening relationships between the 
University and external agencies and seek 
additional connections with other univer-
sities and private industry. In addition, she 
plans to continue the Center’s role as a 
neutral convener and resource for elected 
of!cials and other policymakers.

“My goal is for CTS to become the 
transportation resource to the world by 
2015,” she said.

McGinnis will also provide support 
and leadership to two federally funded 
programs that operate within CTS: 
the Intelligent Transportation Systems 
(ITS) Institute, a national University 
Transportation Center, and the 
Minnesota Local Technical Assistance 
Program (Minnesota LTAP).  

“Under her leadership, the Center for 
Transportation Studies will continue to 
grow and serve as one of the nation’s 
pre-eminent centers for advancing the 
study and policy development of impor-
tant transportation issues throughout 
Minnesota and across the nation,” said 
Furco, who is also a member of the CTS 
Executive Committee. “Her background is 
a perfect blend of practical knowledge and 
management skills.”

 “I think she has a great vision of 
where the center can go next,” said Fred 
Corrigan, chair of the CTS Executive 
Committee. 

Greg Lindsey, associate dean of the 
Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public 
Affairs, chaired the search committee. 
The committee reviewed all applications, 
interviewed two !nalists, and made rec-
ommendations to Furco and Jones, who 
made the !nal decision. Michelle Kuhl, 
assistant to the associate vice president for 
public engagement, supported the search 
committee. Search committee members 
were:

• Connie Kozlak, manager, 
Metropolitan Council, and chair, CTS 
Research Council on Transportation 
Planning and the Environment

• Lyssa Leitner, student, State and 
Local Policy Program, Humphrey 
Institute

• Richard Murphy Jr., president, 
Murphy Warehouse Company, and 
member, CTS Executive Committee

• Nikolaos Papanikolopoulos, 
Regent’s Professor, Department of 
Computer Science and Engineering, 
College of Science and Engineering

• Khani Sahebjam, deputy commis-
sioner, Minnesota Department of 
Transportation, and member, CTS 
Executive Committee

• Dawn Spanhake, assistant director 
for program and !nancial manage-
ment, CTS

McGinnis holds a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in civil and environmental 
engineering from the University of 
Wisconsin and two master’s degrees (in 
public affairs and business administra-
tion) from the University of Minnesota. 
She is a registered engineer in Minnesota 
and Wisconsin. Before coming to the 
University, she was a project manager 
at HNTB, where she participated in the 
design of several bridges for state and 
local agencies.

Nationally, McGinnis is active in the 
Transportation Research Board, cur-
rently serving as section chair for the 
Research and Education Section after a 
six-year term as chair of the Committee 
on the Conduct of Research. She is also 
a member of Women’s Transportation 
Seminar (WTS), serving on the 
Steering Committee for the joint WTS/
DOT initiative for the advancement of 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM). She has previously 
held positions on the National Board 
of Directors, the International Advisory 
Board, and the local WTS Minnesota 
Chapter Board. CTS

Transportation experts, scholars, and 
industry professionals from Minnesota 
and across the country gathered July 9 in 
Minneapolis for roundtable discussions of 
a number of TechPlan projects.

TechPlan is a federally funded research 
program partnering the Intelligent 
Transportation Systems (ITS) Institute with 
the Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public 
Affairs to investigate how new technology 
can be used to solve transportation plan-
ning and infrastructure challenges.

In the annual forum, called “TechPlan: 
New Frontiers in Transportation Policy, 
Technology, and Planning,” researchers 
received feedback from forum partici-
pants about the current !ndings of their 
research. Twitter was used to broadcast 
the talking points in real time during the 
presentations.

Greg Lindsey, associ-
ate dean of the Humphrey 
Institute, gave opening 
remarks. Jan Lucke, 
CTS manager of research 
administration services, 
served as moderator. The 
presenters and their proj-
ects were:

• Jason Cao, Humphrey Institute, 
“Bene!t-Cost Analysis of Value 
Pricing: Case Study for MnPASS”

• Lee Munnich, Humphrey Institute, 
“Implementing Distance-Based User 
Fees as a Replacement for the Fuel 
Tax”

• Melissa Stone and Barbara Crosby, 
Humphrey Institute, “From Start to 
Finish: Cross-Sector Collaboration and 
the Urban Partnership Agreement”

• Tom Horan and Benjamin Schooley, 
Claremont Graduate School, “ITS and 
Transportation Safety: EMS System 
Data Integration to Improve Traf!c 
Crash Emergency Response and 
Treatment—Phase II” 

• Lindsey, “Understanding Use of 
Nonmotorized Transportation 
Facilities” 

• Frank Douma, Humphrey 
Institute, “ITS and Locational 
Privacy: Suggestions for Peaceful 
Coexistence” 

Max Donath, director of the ITS 
Institute, gave closing remarks.

For more about TechPlan, see www.its
.umn.edu/ProgramsLabs/PolicyPlanning. 
CTS

TechPlan Roundtable research sparks discussion, insights

Greg Lindsey
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considered by public of!cials and citizens 
to be too contentious to implement. CERS 
researchers conducted an extensive review 
of research related to various road safety 
public policies. The research found that 
six public policies are particularly effec-
tive in reducing rural road fatalities, said 
Lee Munnich, CERS director. They are: 
primary seat belt laws, sobriety check-
points, a motorcycle helmet mandate, 
graduated driver’s licenses, automated 
speed enforcement, and breathalyzer-
based ignition locks. 

Adoption of many of these evidence-
based policies has been limited in part 
by a perception among some policymak-
ers that the policies lack public support. 
However, the !ndings of this national 
survey call these assumptions into ques-
tion, Munnich said. Of the 1,205 people 
surveyed, here are the !ndings in each 
category:  
• Primary seat belt laws: 73 percent sup-

port (42 percent “very supportive,” 31 
percent “somewhat supportive”)

• Sobriety checkpoints: 83 percent sup-
port (58 percent “very supportive,” 25 

percent “somewhat supportive”)
• Motorcycle helmet mandate: 85 

percent support (67 percent “very 
supportive,” 18 percent “somewhat 
supportive”)

• Graduated driver’s licenses: 88 percent 
support (61 percent “very supportive,” 
27 percent “somewhat supportive”)

• Automated speed enforcement: 64 
percent support (29 percent “very 
supportive,” 35 percent “somewhat 
supportive”)

• Breathalyzer-based ignition locks: 
88 percent support (68 percent “very 
supportive,” 20 percent “somewhat 
supportive”)

“The research tells us which policies 
save lives, but many policymakers have 
been assuming that the public opposed 
those policies,” Munnich said. “But these 
!ndings show remarkably strong public 
support.” 

Large majorities of self-described con-
servatives, moderates, liberals, rural citi-
zens, urban citizens, and suburban citizens 
all supported the six policies. Males and 
females both overwhelmingly supported 

the policies, though signi!cantly larger 
majorities of females supported the poli-
cies.  Overall, 91 percent of Americans 
said it was important that their local 
lawmakers work to improve the safety of 
roads in their areas. Ninety-two percent 
of conservatives, 86 percent of moderates, 
and 92 percent of liberals thought it was 
important. 

“It’s unusual to see this much support 
across the board for any public policy 
issue,” Munnich said. “We know which 
policies save lives and we now know the 
public supports those policies.”   

More information about the survey and 
its !ndings, including a link to a June 28 
webinar, are online at www.ruralsafety.
umn.edu/publications 
/nationalsafetysurvey/index.html.

CERS provides citizen-centered 
research, training, and outreach to 
enhance rural safety and to meet the 
needs of rural transportation practitioners 
and policymakers. It operates as a joint 
venture of the University of Minnesota’s 
Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public 
Affairs and CTS. CTS

0LQQHVRWD�ODEV�DQG�SURMHFWV�IHDWXUHG�DW�75%�PLG�\HDU�PHHWLQJ�
More than 300 transportation profes-
sionals participated in the Transportation 
Research Board (TRB) Joint Summer 
Meeting July 11-13 in Minneapolis. This 
year’s meeting—titled “Planning and 
Performance Measurement for All Modes” 
—was cosponsored by the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT). 

Transportation professionals specializ-
ing in planning, !nance, policy, econom-
ics, freight, and data systems shared infor-
mation in open committee meetings, joint 
collaborative discussions, and general 
sessions. Tom Sorel, Mn/DOT commis-
sioner, was the event’s featured luncheon 
speaker. Former CTS director Robert 
Johns, director of the Volpe National 
Transportation Systems Center and chair 
of the TRB Technical Activities Council, 
presided over the opening session.

The event also included a two-day 
Multimodal Freight Corridor and 
Waterways track that focused on better 
integration of water transportation into 
the national transportation system and 

integrative multimodal freight corri-
dor planning at the state and regional 
level. The track was a substitute for 
the traditional TRB Annual Summer 
Ports, Waterways, Freight, and 
International Trade Conference.

CTS helped plan the multimodal 
track, which included a tour of 
the University of Minnesota’s St. 
Anthony Falls Laboratory, the 
world’s only #uid-mechanics lab that 
uses a natural waterfall as its prime 
water source. Gina Baas, CTS assis-
tant director of education and outreach, 
presided over the lab tour. Baas also 
presided over a session on shipper/carrier 
needs and perspectives on freight corridor 
programs.  

CTS also cosponsored a tour of 
Minnesota’s Urban Partnership Agreement 
(UPA) projects. Kenneth Buckeye of 
Mn/DOT and Lee Munnich of the Hubert 
H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs 
presided over the tour, which featured 
new and enhanced park-and-ride facilities 

and transit vehicles, the bus corridor in 
downtown Minneapolis, I-35W MnPASS 
lanes, priced dynamic shoulder lanes, 
and active traf!c management technolo-
gies, as well as a report on Minnesota’s 
telecommuting initiative. Other tour spon-
sors were Mn/DOT, the Federal Highway 
Administration, Metro Transit, and the 
Humphrey Institute.

Munnich also presided over a workshop 
titled “Congestion Pricing Workshop: 
Lessons Learned.” CTS

Participants toured the St. Anthony Falls Laboratory’s 
outdoor StreamLab.
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Aug. 18   Personal Rapid Transit Workshop, Minneapolis. 
See http://register.cce.umn.edu/Course.pl?sect_
key=184423.

Aug. 19–20   Mid-Continent Transportation Research Symposium, 
Madison, Wis. See www.mrutc.org/midcon.

Aug. 20   TERRA Innovation Series event, Madison, Wis. See 
www.terraroadalliance.org/events.

Aug. 23   MnROAD Open House, Monticello, Minn. See www 
.terraroadalliance.org/events.

Sept. 12–16   National States Geographic Information Council, Min-
neapolis. See www.nsgic.org/events/2010_conference
.cfm. 

Sept. 13–15   Minnesota Public Transit Conference, Rochester, Minn. 
See www.mpta-transit.org. 

Sept. 14–16   Global Sustainable Bioenergy, Minneapolis. See http:
//environment.umn.edu/gsb/index.html. 

Sept. 22–24   2010 American Planning Association Upper Midwest 
Planning Conference, Mankato, Minn. See www
.plannersconference.com. 

Oct. 6–7   Minnesota Fall Maintenance Expo, St. Cloud, Minn. See 
www.mnltap.umn.edu/Events. 

Oct. 7–8      AirTAP Fall Forum, Alexandria, Minn. See www.airtap
.umn.edu.

Oct. 25–26   Toward Zero Deaths Conference, St. Paul. See www
.minnesotatzd.org. 

Nov. 17–19   American Public Works Association – Minnesota Chap-
ter Fall Conference and Workshop, Brooklyn Center. 
See http://cce.umn.edu/APWA-Minnesota-Chapter
/index.html.   CTS

Upcoming events To see other events or publicize yours, visit www.cts.umn.edu/Events.

The 2010 Toward Zero Deaths Conference 
will be held October 25 and 26 in St. Paul. 
The conference provides a venue to share 
best practices in the areas of engineering, 
enforcement, education, and emergency 
medical services, as well as to chart the 
course for a future with fewer traf!c fatali-
ties and life-changing injuries. 

Sponsors are the Minnesota Departments 
of Public Safety, Transportation, and 
Health and the Minnesota Toward Zero 
Deaths program. The conference is being 
hosted by CTS and facilitated by the 
College of Continuing Education at the 
University of Minnesota. 

A brochure with a detailed program 

schedule and registration materials is 
enclosed. 

Summaries of the previous six confer-
ences, published by CTS, are available for 
download at www.cts.umn.edu
/publications. CTS

TZD conference brochure enclosed

Alumni group plans homecoming get-together
Grothaus elected 
NLTAPA vice president
Jim Grothaus, CTS direc-
tor of training and techni-
cal assistance, was elected 
vice president of the 
National Local Technical 
Assistance Program 
Association (NLTAPA) 
at the 2010 NLTAPA 
meeting in July. Grothaus is the director 
of Minnesota LTAP, which is housed at 
CTS and cosponsored by the Minnesota 
Local Road Research Board, Federal 
Highway Administration, and Minnesota 
Department of Transportation.

NLTAPA is a not-for-pro!t organiza-
tion representing and serving the 58 LTAP 
and TTAP member-centers in the United 
States and Puerto Rico. CTS

The CTS Transportation Alumni 
Group is holding its annual 
homecoming get-together on 
Friday, October 1, at 5:00 p.m. in 
McNamara Alumni Center on the 
east bank campus. Following a 
happy hour, the group will head to 
the homecoming parade. Activities 
will end that evening with a pep fest 
at TCF Bank Stadium. The group 
held its annual golf outing in July. 

The alumni group provides a 
way for graduates of the University of 
Minnesota to stay in touch with their 
alma mater and with each other. Members 
also receive an electronic newsletter. 

Graduates of other institutions and friends 
of the University are welcome to join. 

For more information, please see www
.cts.umn.edu/Education/Alumni. CTS

Alumni and friends at the golf outing: Cheri Marti, Kristin 
Asher, Shannon Tyree, Gina Baas, Laurie McGinnis

Jim Grothaus


