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U of M team to study transitways’ potential for regional 
competitiveness, equity

Oberstar honored for career of public service
Minnesota leaders gathered on January 18 
to honor the public service career of former 
Congressman James L. Oberstar and wel-
come him to the Humphrey School of Public 
Affairs, where he will serve as a visiting 
scholar and chair of the board of the Center for 
Excellence in Rural Safety (CERS).

Oberstar represented the 8th Congressional 
District of Minnesota in the U.S. House of 
Representatives from 1975 until 2011 and 
chaired the U.S. House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee.  

The event was hosted by the Humphrey 
School, CTS, and the Minnesota 
Transportation Alliance. 

Greg Lindsey, interim dean of the 
Humphrey School, gave opening remarks and 
moderated the event. 

The "rst speaker, U.S. Senator Amy 
Klobuchar, said she was delighted to celebrate 

the life, career, and many accomplishments of 
Oberstar, whom she called a “truly remarkable 
public servant.” His passion for transportation 
and infrastructure made him “a true legend,” 
she said, adding that Oberstar literally changed 
the landscape of Minnesota and the nation. 
“For his last speech on the House #oor, people 
showed up from districts all over the country, 
and they all had stories to tell about Jim and the 
work he had done to help America.” 

Tom Sorel, commissioner of the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT), 
shared re#ections and memories from the 
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Central Corridor 
LRT work to begin 
on campus

Construction of the Central 
Corridor light-rail transit 
(CCLRT) line is scheduled to 
begin in March on the east and 
west banks of the University of 
Minnesota campus. 

Cars and trucks will be per-
manently routed off Washington 
Avenue between Walnut Street 
and Pleasant Avenue on the 
east bank. During construction, 
buses will detour north and loop 
along 4th Street and University 
Avenue. 

Roads on the east bank 
were improved in 2010 to bet-
ter handle vehicles routed off 
Washington Avenue and provide 
access to parking facilities.

When completed, CCLRT 
will cross the Mississippi River 
on the vehicle deck of the 
Washington Avenue Bridge. 
One lane in each direction will 
remain open to vehicles. The 
east bank station will be located 
between Harvard and Union 
streets—directly in front of 
CTS.

Details, maps, and construc-
tion updates are available at 
www.centralcorridor.org. The 
University also maintains a site 
at www.lightrail.umn.edu, and 
CTS is providing information on 
our website. CTS

$�PXOWLGLVFLSOLQDU\�WHDP�KDV�UHFHLYHG�D�JUDQW�
WR�explore the potential of transitways for pro-
moting regional competitiveness, social equity, 
and integrated land-use and transit planning. 
Its successful proposal was a collaborative 
effort between CTS and the Humphrey School 
of Public Affairs.
7KH�0F.QLJKW�)RXQGDWLRQ��WKH�6XUGQD�

)RXQGDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�-D\�	�5RVH�3KLOOLSV�
)DPLO\�)RXQGDWLRQ�DUH�IXQGLQJ�WKH����PRQWK�
SURMHFW��ZKLFK�ZLOO�produce multiple Twin 
Cities land-use and transit scenarios to prepare 
planners for future choices. It will also develop 
policy options for integrated regional land-
use and transit planning to promote economic 
growth and social equity.
<LQJOLQJ�)DQ��DQ�DVVLVWDQW�SURIHVVRU�LQ�

WKH�+XPSKUH\�6FKRRO�DQG�D�&76�6FKRODU��is 
the principal investigator. The research team 
also includes Lee Munnich (co-investigator), 
senior fellow and director of the State and 

Local Policy Program at the 
Humphrey School; Laurie 
McGinnis (co-investigator), 
CTS director, who will lead 
the project’s dissemination and 
outreach activities; Nebiyou 
Tilahun, a post-doctoral 
research associate, and Andrew Guthrie, a 
research fellow, both at the Humphrey School; 
and Chen-Fu Liao, senior systems engineer at 
the Minnesota Traf"c Observatory, who will 
lead the project’s programming efforts and 
develop transit network/land-use simulation 
models.

The project comprises two scenario-building 
analyses, one focusing on labor supply and the 
other on cross-town commuting: 
• Analyze the potential of transitways to 

expand labor supply for existing employ-
ment clusters. The researchers will identify 
existing employment clusters and create 
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The Department of Civil 
Engineering has added 
three faculty members 
with ties to transportation 
research. 

Assistant Professor 
Jia-Liang Le conducts 
research into fracture 
mechanics, probabilistic mechanics, scal-
ing, and structural dynamics. CTS will 
support a portion of Le’s research this 

summer in partnership with the National 
University of Singapore. The research 
will likely focus on developing safety 
factors for bridges. This connection with 
Singapore is one of the outcomes of a trip 
to that country last year by CTS director 
Laurie McGinnis.

Assistant Professor Michele Guala 
joined the CE department’s St. Anthony 
Falls Laboratory research group, where 
he will conduct experimental research in 

the areas of environmental #uid mechan-
ics and sustainable energy. His research 
involves stream restoration projects, 
optimization of hydrokinetic devices, 
and wind turbines for sustainable energy 
production.

Assistant Professor Stefano Gonella’s 
research interests revolve around the mod-
eling, simulation, and interpretation of 
complex wave phenomena in unconven-
tional structures and materials.  CTS

department’s perspective, including photo-
graphs of Oberstar at several transportation 
construction sites. “They say Mn/DOT 
people bleed orange. I swear, Congressman 
Oberstar bleeds orange as well.” He 
thanked Oberstar for all he had done for 
Mn/DOT, particularly his support following 
the collapse of the I-35W bridge. “You’ve 
left a tremendous legacy and a framework 
to move forward,” he said.

Margaret Donahoe, executive director 
of the Minnesota Transportation Alliance, 
said Oberstar “has made such a differ-
ence” in Minnesota’s transportation sys-
tem—in saving lives and in broadening 
the view of transportation to include not 
just highways but transit, rail, bikeways, 
ports, and waterways as well.

Laurie McGinnis, director of CTS, 
noted that Oberstar was instrumental in 
securing federal funding for the Center’s 
Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) 
Institute, a national university transporta-
tion center directed by Professor Max 
Donath. “Congressman Oberstar has long 
recognized the importance of university 
research in maintaining our country’s 
technological leadership, economic com-
petitiveness, and quality of life,” she said. 

Another major activity connecting 
the congressman with the University is 
the Oberstar Forum on Transportation 
Policy and Technology, hosted by CTS. 

Launched in 2002, the forum was cre-
ated to examine and improve national 
transportation policy by facilitating an 
open exchange of ideas and experiences 
among leaders, McGinnis said. The forum 
also provides results and data from CTS 
research to help guide policymaking (see 
www.cts.umn.edu/Events/OberstarForum).

Lee Munnich, Humphrey School senior 
fellow and CERS director, read a letter on 
behalf of Governor Mark Dayton includ-
ing these words: “From the highways 
we travel to the bicycle lanes we ride on 
to the safe routes our children walk on, 
Minnesotans enjoy the bene"ts of your 
leadership everywhere.” 

Munnich also welcomed Oberstar to the 
Humphrey School and CERS, where the 
congressman will help “shine a spotlight 
on and do productive work in the area of 
rural safety and try to in#uence public 
policy in that area,” he said. As a visit-
ing scholar, Oberstar will teach seminars, 
work with faculty, and guide students on a 
variety of topics, he noted.

Robert Bruininks, president of the 
University of Minnesota, said one of the 
things that impressed him about Oberstar 
was his steadfast commitment to increasing 
knowledge to guide public policy. “This 
commitment you had to push the frontiers 
of knowledge, to push innovation, and to 
really connect it…to public purposes, I 
think has been one of the hallmarks of your 
leadership in the United States Congress.” 

Before turning the podium over to 
Oberstar, Lindsey welcomed him to the 
Humphrey School. “Our mission is to 
educate and support innovative leaders to 
advance the common good in a diverse 
world,” he said. “I can think of few people 
who embody that mission better than 
Congressman Oberstar.”

To close the event, Oberstar thanked 
each of the presenters and then looked 
forward to his new role at the University. 
He recalled that, when CTS approached 
him about launching the Oberstar Forum, 
he had wanted it to be an event in which 
“ideas can clash well and thoughtfully and 
constructively to produce good new ideas 
for the cause of transportation,” he said. 
“That is the spirit in which I undertake 
this invitation to participate on the CERS 
board,” he said.

CERS, established by the 2005 federal 
transportation act, is a joint program of 
the Humphrey School and CTS. For more 
information, see the CERS website: www
.ruralsafety.umn.edu. CTS
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Oberstar receives Bartlett Award at TRB meeting

Congressman James L. Oberstar is the 2010 recipient of the George S. Bartlett Award. 
The award was presented January 26 at the Transportation Research Board (TRB) 90th 
Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C. Oberstar was honored for his work to improve 
safety and ef"ciency for the traveling public and for his championship of increased 
investment in the nation’s highway and transportation infrastructure throughout his long 
career. The Bartlett Award is conferred annually on an individual who has made an out-
standing contribution to highway progress. CTS
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Researchers share !ndings at TRB annual meeting

6WXGHQWV�DWWHQG�75%�PHHWLQJ
CTS and the Intelligent 
Transportation Systems 
(ITS) Institute funded 
21 students to attend the 
Transportation Research 
Board meeting in January. 

One of them was 
the Institute’s 2010 
Student of the Year: Saif Eddin Jabari, 
a graduate student in the University’s 
civil engineering Ph.D. program. Each 
year, the Institute selects one graduate 
student for the Outstanding Student of 
the Year Award, which is sponsored by 
the U.S. Department of Transportation’s 
Research and Innovative Technology 
Administration.

The student is presented with a certi"-
cate from USDOT of"cials at a ceremony 
held in conjunction with the TRB annual 
meeting. 

Selection is based on accomplishment 

in three areas: technical merit and 
research, academic performance, and 
professionalism and leadership (such as 
presentations and student professional 
activities).

Before pursuing his graduate degree in 
transportation engineering, Jabari worked 
as a highway designer and traf"c engineer 
in Amman, Jordan. His academic interests 
include stochastic modeling, dynamic 
modeling and optimal control, traf"c #ow 
theory, and network #ows.

Jabari’s doctoral work concentrates on 
the development of mathematical models 
to estimate and predict traf"c conditions 
along freeways and signalized arterials. 
He has also been involved in research 
related to traf"c simulation and transpor-
tation network modeling. 

Assistant Professor Henry Liu, Jabari’s 
advisor, called Jabari an “outstand-
ing” graduate student—“clearly one of 

the best our department will ever pro-
duce.” Jabari’s work also received the 
University’s “Best Master’s Thesis in 
Civil Engineering” award. 

The other students who attended the 
TRB meeting were: 
• Department of Civil Engineering: 

Yuejian Cao, Indrajit Chatterjee, 
Ben Dymond, Augusto Falchetto, 
Yiheng Feng, Kyle Hoegh, Heng 
Hu, Arthur Huang, Minmao Liao, 
Carlos Madera, Nick Ollrich, 
Pavthira Parthasarathi, Jie Sun, Hui 
Xiong

• Humphrey School of Public Affairs: 
Avital Barnea, Katie Caskey, Qian 
Chen, Andrea Long, Rose Ryan 

• Department of Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science, University of 
Minnesota Duluth: Buddhika Maitipe 
CTS

Topics ranging from soil stabilization 
to the Minneapolis skyway system were 
presented by University of Minnesota 
researchers at the annual meeting of the 
Transportation Research Board (TRB) in 
Washington, D.C., in January.

CTS/Braun Chair David Levinson, an 
associate professor in the Department 
of Civil Engineering (CE), and gradu-
ate student Arthur Huang presented 
their work modeling the Minneapolis 
skyway system in a session titled “New 
Directions and Applications Using 
Network Modeling.”

Levinson also discussed value capture 
techniques in a session titled “Value 
Capture Strategies for Transportation 
Finance: Moving from Concept to 
Implementation.” He was one of the lead 
researchers in an interdisciplinary study 
of value capture led by CTS (for details, 
see www.cts.umn.edu/Research/Featured
/ValueCapture).

Derek Tompkins, a CTS Scholar 
in the CE department, presented 
“Designing with Stabilized Layers Using 
Mechanistic Empirical Pavement Design 
Guide” in a three-hour workshop titled 

“Advances in Soil Stabilization: Practical 
and Sustainable Solutions.”

Other researchers who participated in 
the meeting included: 
• Department of Civil Engineering: 

Gary Davis, Bojan Guzina, 
Michael Iacono, Lev Khazanovich, 
Henry Liu, Joseph Labuz, Mihai 
Marasteanu, Panos Michalopoulos, 
Arturo Schultz, Henryk Stolarski

• Department of Computer Science and 
Engineering: Shashi Shekhar

• Humphrey School of Public Affairs: 
Xinyu Cao, Frank Douma, Yingling 
Fan, Andrew Guthrie, Adeel Lari, 
Lee Munnich

• Northland Advanced Transportation 
Systems Research Laboratories, 
University of Minnesota Duluth 
(UMD): Eil Kwon

• Department of Civil Engineering, 

UMD: Eshan Dave
• Department of Electrical and 

Computer Engineering, UMD: Imran 
Hayee, Taek Kwon 

• Natural Resources Research Institute, 
UMD: Lawrence Zanko

A complete list of University of 
Minnesota and Mn/DOT presenters is 
available at www.cts.umn.edu/News.

Also at the TRB meeting, CTS direc-
tor Laurie McGinnis presided over the 
meeting of the Research and Education 
Section Executive Board and partici-
pated in a panel discussion titled “Being 
Smart About Intellectual Property Rights: 
Use and Impact for Researchers and 
Practitioners.”

The TRB 90th Annual Meeting included 
more than 650 sessions on all aspects 
of transportation. Approximately 4,000 
presentations and papers addressed topics 
of interest to attendees—policymakers, 
administrators, practitioners, researchers, 
and representatives of government, indus-
try, and academic institutions. CTS
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Feb. 25   59th Annual Geotechnical Engineering Conference, St. 
Paul. See www.cts.umn.edu/www
.mngeotechnicalsociety.com. 

March 1   Transportation Career Expo, Minneapolis. See www.cts
.umn.edu/Events/CareerExpo. 

March 2   55th Annual Asphalt Contractors’ Workshop / Quality 
Initiative Workshop, Brooklyn Center, Minn. E-mail 
info@mnapa.org. 

Apr. 12–13   Minnesota Spring Maintenance Training Expo, St. 
Cloud. See www.mnltap.umn.edu/Events
/SpringMaintenanceExpo.

Apr. 17–21   National Association of County Engineers Annual Con-
ference, Minneapolis. See www.countyengineers.org.

Apr. 27–29   Minnesota Alcohol Traf"c Safety Association Confer-
ence, St. Cloud. See www.matsa.us.

May 24–25   22nd Annual CTS Transportation Research Conference, 
Crowne Plaza, St. Paul. See www.cts.umn.edu/Events
/ResearchConf. 

July 28–30    World Symposium on Transport and Land Use Re-
search, Whistler, British Columbia. See www.wstlur
.org. CTS

Submit or view transportation-related jobs:
CTS Web site: www.cts.umn.edu/Education/Careers
/JobPostings 

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com
/groups?gid=2316997&trk=hb_side_g

Upcoming events To see other events or publicize yours, visit www.cts.umn.edu/Events.
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future residential development sce-
narios. For each future residential 
scenario and existing cluster, the team 
will measure employers’ transit labor 
supply access by industry sector and 
competitive cluster. The "ndings will 
help businesses locate for labor access, 
inform policymakers about businesses 
to court in various areas, and illustrate 
how residential development may 
shape transit labor supply, with impli-
cations for land-use and neighborhood 
planning.

• Analyze the potential of integrated 
land-use and transit planning to 
reduce and improve cross-town com-
muting for low- and medium-wage 
workers. In 2008, more than 70 
percent of low- and medium-wage 

workers and jobs in the Twin Cities 
metro area were in the suburbs. The 
researchers will create future land-
use and transit system scenarios, 
then simulate transit commuting pat-
terns for each scenario set. They will 
compare commuting patterns across 
scenario sets, determining which can 
most reduce and improve cross-town 
commuting for low- and medium-wage 
workers. Findings will have policy 
implications for integrating land-use 
and transit, increasing transit ridership, 
reducing congestion, stabilizing exist-
ing suburban centers, and improving 
regional social equity.
7KH�SURMHFW�LV�VFKHGXOHG�IRU�FRPSOHWLRQ�

LQ spring 2012. Findings will be shared in 
CTS publications and on websites, and at 

seminars and other events.
The team will collaborate with the 

Transitway Impacts Research Program 
(TIRP), a University of Minnesota 
research program looking at the econom-
ic, travel, and community impacts of tran-
sitway corridors in the Twin Cities. (See 
www.cts.umn.edu/Research/Featured 
/Transitways for more about TIRP.)

This project complements the work 
Fan and Munnich are conducting under a 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development grant awarded to a local 
consortium. The HUD grant supports 
planning along the region’s network of 
transit corridors (see the December 2010 
CTS Report). CTS

Kaydee Kirk accepted a 
full-time program coor-
dinator position with 
CTS in January. She had 
worked for CTS in a tem-
porary position last year 
to support a number of 
programs supported by 
CTS, such as the Center for Excellence 
in Rural Safety and the Transportation 
Engineering and Road Research Alliance. 

Kirk holds a master’s 
of urban and regional 
planning degree from 
the Humphrey School 
of Public Affairs. She 
previously worked as a 
research manager for the 
University’s Center for 
Urban and Regional Affairs and as a proj-
ect facilitator with the City of Brooklyn 
Park’s economic development division. 

Also in January, Christine Anderson 
accepted a full-time editor position, suc-
ceeding Peter Park Nelson. Anderson 
will write and edit content for a variety of 
publications, including the CTS Research 
E-News. She received a bachelor’s 
degree in English from the College of St. 
Catherine. She previously worked as an 
editorial assistant for Press Publications 
in White Bear Lake, Minnesota, and also 
as a freelance editor. CTS

&76�DQQRXQFHV�VWDIÀQJ�FKDQJHV
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