
U of M Twin Cities named a Best Value Public College by
Kiplinger's Personal Finance
U of M Morris also named

Contacts: Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/04/2013) —The University of Minnesota, Twin Cities has again been
selected in Kiplinger’s Personal Finance list of the 100 best value public colleges for 2012-13.

"Over the past decade, enhancements in undergraduate education at the U of M have created a
world-class experience," said Robert McMaster, Vice Provost and Dean of Undergraduate
Education. "We are providing our students with an exceptional college experience at one of the
nation’s top research universities at a great value and we’re proud to report record high first year
retention and student satisfaction rates."

Kiplinger’s features four-year colleges and universities that deliver a quality education at an
affordable price. The University’s commitment to academic excellence, financial aid availability and
the overall value of an education at the U of M’s Twin Cities campus again merited inclusion on this
year’s Best Values list.

The annual public school rankings appear in Kiplinger’s February 2013 issue, on newsstands
January 1, 2013. The rankings and additional information are available online.

The U of M Twin Cities, the U of M Morris and the other institutions on the Best Values list were
selected from a pool of nearly 600 public four-year colleges and universities. Kiplinger’s assesses
quality according to a number of measurable standards, including percentage of returning students,
student-faculty ratio and four-year graduation rate. UMTC has appeared on the list multiple times—a
testament to the University’s commitment to provide students with a world-class education at a great
value.
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Physics Circus is set for 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 10 at the
Minneapolis Convention Center

U of M
Physics
Circus brings
large-scale
stunts and
physics
lessons to the
public Jan. 10
Free show begins at
7 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 10 at the
Minneapolis
Convention Center

Media Note:
Members of the
media may attend a daytime school group show earlier in the week at the Minneapolis Convention
Center to get photos or video, but please contact Rhonda Zurn at rzurn@umn.edu to make
arrangements.

Contacts: Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/04/2013) —If you’ve never seen a physicist drop 20 feet through thin
air while a friend shoots a ball at him from a cannon, or grown men and women shooting streams of
toilet paper over an audience with a leaf blower, the University of Minnesota Physics Force has a
show for you.

The Physics Force will present its largest show of the year, the "Physics Circus," at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 10 at the Minneapolis Convention Center.

The show is a unique mix of physics demonstrations and slapstick humor suitable for adults and
children of all ages. The show is free, but registration is requested at
http://z.umn.edu/physicscircus13.

The Physics Force is a successful and entertaining outreach program of the University of
Minnesota’s College of Science and Engineering. The group’s goal is to show that difficult subjects
like physics and math can be fun and interesting. Each year the group performs for more than
20,000 school-age kids at its annual shows.

The Force consists of high school teachers and University of Minnesota physics professors and
graduate students. The group has performed variations of their show at Disney's Epcot Center, on
Newton's Apple, and the Knoff-Hoff Show, a popular German television science program, and locally
at various venues, including the Minnesota State Fair.

Physics Circus includes large-scale demonstrations that include dropping one of the Physics Force
members from a 20-foot garret while shooting a ball at him to demonstrate the effect of gravity on
projectiles, collapsing a 55-gallon drum using only ambient air pressure, and one of the Force
members propelling across the stage on a cart by emptying a fire extinguisher to demonstrate how
forces come in pairs.

For more information and a video preview of the demonstrations, visit
http://z.umn.edu/physicscircusdemos.

© 2009–2014 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.
The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer

mailto:rzurn@umn.edu
mailto:rzurn@umn.edu
http://www1.umn.edu/news/contacts/#Matt%20Hodson
mailto:mjhodson@umn.edu
http://z.umn.edu/physicscircus13
http://z.umn.edu/physicscircusdemos


University of Minnesota researcher Daniel Voytas

'Science'
names
University of
Minnesota
researcher's
gene-
modification
technique
one of 2012's
top scientific

breakthroughs

Media Note: For a high-resolution image of Daniel Voytas, please contact Matt Hodson
(mjhodson@umn.edu) or Stephanie Xenos (sxenos@umn.edu).

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552
Stephanie Xenos, College of Biological Sciences, sxenos@umn.edu, (612) 624-8723

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/07/2013) —An approach to modify genes developed by University of
Minnesota researcher Daniel Voytas and colleagues was among the "breakthroughs of the year"
detailed in a special issue of Science published December 21. The technique, based on enzymes
called TALENs (transcription activator–like effector nucleases) that "read" DNA and makes pinpoint
changes in a targeted gene, offers researchers an unprecedented level of control for gene
modification.

Science underscores the significance of rapid developments relating to gene modification made
possible by TALENs and related techniques, describing such advances as "unthinkable just a few
years ago." The publication notes that the technique represents a clear turning point. Previous
approaches to changing or deleting DNA were unpredictable and imprecise at best. With its novel
accuracy and control, TALENs hold the promise of correcting genetic disease without the risks
associated with past methods of gene modification.

"It’s exciting to be directly involved with a technology that is changing the way we do biology," said
Voytas, a professor in the university’s Department of Genetics, Cell Biology and Development and
director of the Center for Genome Engineering. "The hard work and ingenuity of many has led to
new-found control over genetic material that makes it possible to do things we haven’t been able to
before."

The university has filed a request for a patent on the technique and has licensed the technology to
the French biotechnology company Cellectis, which opened a research and development division in
the Twin Cities in 2011. Voytas serves as chief science officer for Cellectis plant sciences.

TALENs represent a progression from zinc finger nucleases, or ZFNs, which came on the scene
more than a decade ago. ZFNs explore the DNA in a cell nucleus, probing with extensions, or "zinc
fingers," until they find the particular DNA sequences they have been designed to ferret out. They
then chop those sequences out of the chromosome, replacing them with new sequences. But where
ZFNs are difficult and expensive to produce, TALENs work better and are far easier and cheaper to
make.

Since the introduction of TALENs in 2010, demand has grown rapidly in research labs. The
technique has been used successfully by researchers studying a range of topics as diverse as heart
disease and plant productivity. Voytas’ lab is interested in using the technique to improve disease
resistance in plants and to make plants healthier by modifying plant oils and carbohydrates.
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University of Minnesota exceeds Legislature's performance goals

Contacts: Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/08/2013) —From increased graduation rates to more student
financial aid to the growth of sponsored research, the University of Minnesota has far exceeded a
set of performance goals established by the 2011 Legislature.

By achieving the goals, the U has earned more than $4.8 million in state funding that was held back
from its appropriation, pending the achievement of at least three of five goals.

The five performance goals mandated by legislation required the university to increase:
institutionally-provided financial aid to students; degrees awarded; Twin Cities campus
undergraduate graduation rates; research and development expenditures; and sponsored
expenditures funded by business and industry.

While the University was required to meet three of the five measures, it exceeded all five.

These dollars, which were allocated to departments and colleges early in the fiscal year, are being
used to support faculty, staff and programs.

"By exceeding the performance goals set by the Legislature, the University of Minnesota has
demonstrated accountability to the people of Minnesota," said President Eric W. Kaler. "With our
deep commitment to ensuring access, delivering world-class education and research, and providing
value to the state of Minnesota and its citizens, we are delivering on our mission to develop the next
generation of leaders, to solve the state’s most pressing problems, and to contribute to Minnesota’s
prosperity."

The five performance measures were agreed upon by the U’s Board of Regents and the Minnesota
Office for Higher Education on September 9, 2011. By meeting three of the five goals, the University
earns one percent of its state allocation, which will be released by Minnesota Management and
Budget.

Measure 1: Increase institutional financial aid

The U of M awarded $210,468,994 of financial aid in FY2012, an increase of $40,779,102 over the
$169,689,892 given in FY2010.

Measure 2: Produce at least 13,500 total degrees system-wide in FY2012

The U of M awarded 15,568 degrees in FY2012, including more than 10,000 undergraduate, 4,400
graduate and 800 professional degrees.

Measure 3: Increase four- and six-year graduation rates for Twin Cities undergraduates

Four-year graduation rates at the U of M increased to 57.9 percent in 2011-12, up 7.7 percent from
2010-11 numbers. Six-year graduation rates increased 2.5 percent, to 72.9 percent.

Measure 4: Maintain research and development expenditures from 2010 National Science
Foundation (NSF) report

The U of M produced $847 million in research and development expenditures in FY2011, a $106
million increase from FY2009.

Measure 5: Maintain levels of sponsored funding from business and industry between
FY2010 and FY2012.

The $45,139,000 business- and industry-sponsored expenditures in FY2012 represents a nearly
$10 million increase from FY2010.
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Media Advisory: U of M President Kaler to highlight legislative
priorities in Jan. 11 media briefing

What: U of M briefing for Capitol press
When: 10 a.m., Friday, Jan. 11, 2013
Where: State Office Building, Room 300 North

Contacts: Julie Christensen, University News Service, jrchris@umn.edu, (612) 626-1720

January 8, 2013

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (1/8/2013) --University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler will provide
media an overview of the university’s 2013 legislative priorities, in particular his commitment to
freeze tuition for Minnesota undergraduate students, at 10 a.m., Friday, Jan. 11, in State Office
Building Room 300, located at 100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., St. Paul.

“Our goal is to fiercely hold the line on tuition for Minnesota undergraduates, keeping the U
affordable and education accessible to qualified students,” Kaler said. “At the same time, investment
in University of Minnesota research and innovation helps drive industry and the state’s economy.
The best way to keep Minnesota competitive, grow key industries and create new jobs is by
investing in the state’s only comprehensive public research university.”

If passed by the Legislature, the university’s $1.18 billion biennial budget request would help
advance industry and the state’s economy, and keep tuition steady for undergraduate resident
students. It would also establish the Minnesota Discovery, Research and InnoVation Economy fund
(MnDRIVE) to focus on four emerging areas where the U’s distinctive strengths can help Minnesota
companies enhance their national leadership: securing, protecting and growing the state and global
food supply; supporting robotics, sensor and advanced manufacturing; advancing industry through
environmentally sensitive and energy efficient approaches; and developing new treatments and
cures for complex brain conditions.

As part of a long-term commitment to cut costs and operate more efficiently, the university’s
legislative proposal also focuses on the U saving $28 million over the next two years, despite the
state returning university funding to 2001 levels.

For more information about the university’s 2014-15 biennial budget request,
visit z.umn.edu/1415request.
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Upcoming U of M events range from 'Headliners' to Martin
Luther King, Jr. tribute

Contacts: University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/09/2013) —Please find below a list of select University of Minnesota-
related events for Jan. 9-23, 2013. For the full U of M events calendar, visit www.events.umn.edu.

Thursday, Jan. 10 – Headliners: What’s Next? Envisioning the U’s Future

U of M President Eric Kaler is the featured guest for this month’s "Headliners" event, scheduled for
7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 10 at the Continuing Education and Conference Center, 1890 Buford Ave., St.
Paul. Tickets are $15 apiece.

Held once a month from October 2012 to April 2013, "Headliners" is presented by the university’s
College of Continuing Education.

The rising cost of a college degree is one of the most pressing issues facing higher education today.
But while the demands to control tuition and institution-wide spending continue to grow, public
financial support continues to dwindle.

So how, then, does a 21st century academic leader balance both the books and the competing
priorities of today’s land-grant universities? In his presentation, "What’s Next? Envisioning the U’s
Future," Kaler describes how he believes the process begins by renewing the historic partnership
with the state’s elected officials, promoting the University’s economic and cultural value, and
establishing research initiatives focused on the state's top problems and emerging industries.

For more information or to register online, visit http://cce.umn.edu/learninglife/headliners/?
icn=headliners_1-10-13&ici=event.

Thursday, Jan. 10 – Physics Circus offers large-scale stunts and physics lessons

If you’ve never seen a physicist drop 20 feet through thin air while a friend shoots a ball at him from
a cannon, or grown men and women shooting streams of toilet paper over an audience with a leaf
blower, the University of Minnesota Physics Force has a show for you.

The Physics Force, a successful and entertaining outreach program of the U’s College of Science
and Engineering, will present its largest show of the year, the "Physics Circus," at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 10 at the Minneapolis Convention Center, 1301 2  Ave. S, Minneapolis.

The show is a unique mix of physics demonstrations and slapstick humor suitable for adults and
children of all ages. The show is free, but registration is requested at
http://z.umn.edu/physicscircus13.

For more information and a video preview of the demonstrations, visit
http://z.umn.edu/physicscircusdemos.

Wednesday, Jan. 16 – The Rhetoric of Certainty

Art and policy intersect again as the Minnesota Opera and the University of Minnesota's Humphrey
School of Public Affairs convene a public conversation inspired by the world premiere of "Doubt."

Librettist John Patrick Shanley and other distinguished panelists will explore the rhetoric and
political implications of certainty and the natural human aversion to doubt, particularly in the context
of the opera's setting (Vatican II and the Civil Rights movement) and the war in Iraq, the event which
provided the playwright with his inspiration.

Join us at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, January 16, at the Rarig Center, 330 21  Ave. S., Minneapolis for
this exciting conversation. Sponsored by the U’s Humphrey School, the event is free and open to
the public but an RSVP is required at http://doubt.eventbrite.com/.

For more information, contact Sophia Ginis at hhhevent@umn.edu.

Saturday, Jan. 19 – Soil Saturday: Playing with Sand!

The U of M’s Bell Museum of Natural History invites families and visitors of all ages to the first in a
monthly series of Soil Saturday events offering interactive activities and special programming in the
"Dig It! The Secrets of Soil" exhibit.

"Playing with Sand!" will be held 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 19 at the Bell Museum, 10 Church
St. S.E., Minneapolis. The event is free with museum admission, which is $6 for adults; $4 for
youths aged 3-17, non-U of M students and seniors. Admission is free for museum members; U of
M students, faculty and staff; and children under 3 years old.

Sand is the largest particle in soil and it covers many beaches (including those surrounding our
10,000+ lakes!) and is often found in playgrounds. "Playing with Sand!" will focus on the wonders of
sand. Make a miniature sand sculpture to take home, explore the surprising world of sand under a
microscope, see artist creations made from sand, and learn about some of the secrets behind this
not-so-ordinary-after-all particle.

The event is part of the ongoing "Dig It! The Secrets of Soil" exhibit running at the Bell Museum
through July 28, 2013. For more information, visit
www.bellmuseum.umn.edu/ForAdults/Exhibits/DigIt/index.htm.

Sunday, Jan. 20 – 32  Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Tribute featuring Oleta Adams

The U of M will host the 32nd Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Tribute featuring the musical stylings of
Oleta Adams plus performances by Walker West Music Academy’s Jazz Ensemble and Ahmad
Lewis from 4 to 6 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 20 at Ted Mann Concert Hall, 2128 4th St. S., Minneapolis.

Sponsored by the U's Office of Equity and Diversity and the School of Music, the concert is free of
charge and open to the public; no advance tickets or reservations are required.

For more information about the program, or for disability accommodations, contact the Office for
Equity and Diversity at oed@umn.edu or (612) 624-0594. Visit z.umn.edu/MLK2013 for more
information.

Ongoing (beginning Friday, Jan. 18) – Redefining, Redesigning Fashion: Designs for
Sustainability

Redefining, Redesigning Fashion: Designs for Sustainability is a juried exhibition that explores how
designers create clothing and accessories with sensitivity to environmental, economic and social
concerns. The opening reception is from 6 to 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 18 at the Goldstein Museum of
Design, 33 McNeal Hall, 1985 Buford Ave., St. Paul.

The exhibit will run January 19 - May 26, 2013. Sponsored by the U’s College of Design, the
reception and exhibit are free and open to the public.

More than 200 submissions were received from students, faculty and apparel professionals in the
USA, Australia, Europe and Asia.

For more information, contact Barbara Lutz at lutzx106@umn.edu.

Ongoing: "Hidden" – An exhibition by Chinese artist Zhang Meng

The work of Zhang Meng in traditional Chinese ink painting and new media explores the complexity
of Chinese society, bridging historical traditions with new technologies.

The exhibit runs from Jan. 7 through Jan. 18 at the Quarter Gallery of the Regis Center for Art
(East), located on the West Bank campus at 405 21st Ave. S., Minneapolis. Gallery hours are 9 a.m.
to 5 pm, Monday through Friday. Sponsored by the U’s Department of Art and the Katherine E.
Nash gallery, the exhibit is free and open to the public.

For more information, contact Rachel Kirchgasler at kirc0110@umn.edu or (612) 624-7900.
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U of M President Eric Kaler emphasizes commitment to freezing
tuition, reducing costs and holding U accountable to students
and public in legislative budget request

Contacts: Julie Christensen, University News Service, jrchris@umn.edu, (612) 626-1720

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/11/2013) —In addition to freezing tuition for the next two years for
Minnesota resident undergraduates, the University of Minnesota commits to saving $28 million in
operating costs and meeting performance and accountability measures outlined in University
President Eric Kaler’s first biennial budget.

"When I took office 18 months ago, I committed to reducing costs so the university can invest in our
students, as well as our teaching, research and outreach mission," said Kaler, who today detailed
the university’s 2014-15 budget request to the state Legislature at the State Capitol Complex. "This
biennial budget request seeks a new partnership with state policymakers to make these goals a
reality for our students and their families."

Kaler’s budget request is proactive in featuring a new accountability fund, which would allow the U
to access $11.5 million of state funds beginning in FY2015 only if it achieves at least three of five
performance goals in FY2014. Approved by the university’s Board of Regents in October, the
performance and accountability metrics include increasing institutional financial aid, awarding at
least 15,000 degrees systemwide, increasing four- and/or six-year graduation rates on the Twin
Cities campus, increasing invention disclosures and maintaining the 2011 level of total National
Science Foundation recorded research and development expenditures.

As part of Kaler’s ongoing commitment to reduce costs and operate more efficiently, the university’s
legislative proposal also includes $28 million in administrative cost savings. The university will
achieve this savings through Kaler’s Operational Excellence initiative. The savings will support the
university’s mission focus of teaching, research and public engagement.

"We must do everything we can to keep tuition down, reduce costs and ensure access to a high-
quality education," said Kaler. "Enormous change is under way at all colleges and universities,
driven by technology, student needs and a different economy. We will continue to make tough
choices about where to invest at the U, and we may have to stop doing some things that do not
directly benefit our students and our mission."

If passed by the Legislature, the university’s $1.18 billion biennial budget request would keep tuition
flat for undergraduate resident students and help advance Minnesota industry. It would establish the
Minnesota Discovery, Research and InnoVation Economy (MnDRIVE) fund, to invest in four areas
where the U’s distinctive strengths will help Minnesota companies enhance their national leadership:
securing, protecting and growing the state and global food supply; supporting robotics, sensors and
advanced manufacturing; advancing industry through environmentally sensitive and energy efficient
approaches; and developing new treatments and cures for complex brain conditions.

As the state’s only research university, the U’s innovation and discovery help drive the state’s
economy. Every dollar invested by the state of Minnesota at the U of M returns $13.20 to the state’s
economy, according to a 2011 study.

The university’s 2014-15 budget request is close to the same amount the state provided the U in
2001.

For more information about the U’s legislative proposal, visit z.umn.edu/1415request. To learn more
about advocacy programs and initiatives, visit supporttheu.umn.edu/.
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Dayton appoints U of M's Kate Knuth to state environment board
Institute on the Environment Boreas Leadership Program director and former state legislator to bring
wealth of experience, insights to Minnesota Environmental Quality Board

Contacts: Mary Hoff, Institute on the Environment, maryhoff@umn.edu, (612) 626-2670
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/11/2013) —Minnesota Governor Mark Dayton has appointed Kate
Knuth to a two-year term as a citizen member of the state’s Environmental Quality Board, effective
Jan. 14.

Knuth, director of the Boreas Leadership Program at the University of Minnesota’s Institute on the
Environment and a graduate student in the College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource
Sciences, brings a wealth of experience in environmental protection, state government and
leadership to the position. She recently completed three terms of service in the Minnesota House of
Representatives, where she worked on numerous environment, energy and commerce issues. In
her work at the Institute on the Environment, she creates opportunities for University students to
develop leadership skills to take on environmental challenges.

The EQB is composed of the governor’s office, the heads of nine state agencies, and five citizen
members. It develops plans and policies and reviews projects that have potential for impacting the
quality of Minnesota’s environment.

"I’m excited to serve the people of Minnesota in a new way on the Environmental Quality Board,
Knuth said. "Minnesota is home to engaged citizens, amazing natural resources and diverse
economic opportunities. It’s an honor to have the opportunity to continue working for these important
interests in Minnesota state government."

The University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment seeks lasting solutions to Earth's biggest
challenges through research, partnerships and leadership development. For more information, visit
environment.umn.edu.
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Minnesota's open enrollment program increases racial
segregation, new study by the Law School's Institute on
Metropolitan Opportunity finds

Contacts: Cynthia Huff, Law School, huffx070@umn.edu,  (612) 625-6691 
Myron Orfield, Institute on Metropolitan Opportunity, orfield@umn.edu, (612) 625-7976 
Patty Mattern, University News Service, mattern@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/14/2013) —The University of Minnesota Law School’s Institute on
Metropolitan Opportunity released a new study Friday, Jan.11 providing evidence that Minnesota’s
open enrollment program increases racial segregation in area schools.

Minnesota's open enrollment program became law in 1988, the first of its kind in the nation. It allows
families to enroll their children in school districts outside their neighborhoods and was implemented
to allow parents a wider choice in matching a child’s needs with an appropriate school. However, the
study says, it "also enables moves based on less noble motivations that can accelerate racial or
economic transition in a racially diverse school district."

The study, conducted from 2000-10 on the Twin Cities metro area’s 69 school districts, was written
by Law School Professor Myron Orfield, director of the Institute since 2003, and Thomas Luce,
Ph.D., the Institute’s research director, both recognized experts on metropolitan governance and
related issues.

Their analysis of racial and economic effects shows that open enrollment:

Increased segregation overall, with the trend increasing over time
Resulted in substantial losses of students from large city districts to nearby districts
Facilitated a pattern of racial transition in certain inner- and middle-suburban districts, which lost
large numbers of white students to nearby predominantly white districts
Facilitated “white flight” from more diverse districts to middle suburban districts
Had a limited overall effect on the total students in suburban hub districts but facilitated the flow of
white students from nearby districts in racial transition

In studying the overall impact of inter-district student moves on racial balance, the authors divided
the moves into integrative, segregative, and neutral. They found that as participation in open
enrollment and diversity in schools grew, “fewer moves were race neutral.”

The more detailed analysis by type of school district (large urban districts and three categories of
suburban districts) indicated that students moving out of central urban districts were more likely to
be white and non-poor than students remaining in the district. Enrollment flow in suburban districts
was complex and variable, the study found, but in general, diverse districts “are losing white
students to other predominantly white districts nearby, with no compensating flows in the opposite
direction.”

To stem the inter-district flows that are contributing to racial and economic segregation, Orfield and
Luce recommend reworking the Integration Revenue Program (which provides desegregation-plan
and education-initiative funding to certain districts based on the number of “protected-class
students” relative to the number in adjoining districts) to more efficiently support districts that are
doing the most to integrate schools and classrooms.

In addition, they recommend that districts with racially unbalanced open enrollment be required to
join mandatory multi-district integration districts; that inter-district enrollment flows be monitored; and
that when racially unbalanced flows occur, receiving and sending districts be required to cooperate
in working to ensure fairness.

The Institute on Metropolitan Opportunity studies how laws, policies and practices affect
development patterns in U.S. metropolitan regions. Through top-level scholarship, mapping and
advocacy, it provides policymakers, planning officials and community organizations with resources
to address taxation, land use, housing, governance, and education reform.

"Open Enrollment and Racial Segregation in the Twin Cities: 2000-2010" is available on the
Institute’s website at www.law.umn.edu/metro.
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If we go over the fiscal cliff, will people spend or save?
Research from U of M Associate Professor of Marketing Vlad Griskevicius suggests childhood
environments may hold the key

Media Note: The APS journal Psychological Science is the highest ranked empirical journal in
psychology. For a copy of the article "When the Economy Falters, Do People Spend or Save?
Responses to Resource Scarcity Depend on Childhood Environments" and access to other
Psychological Science research findings, please contact Anna Mikulak at 202-293-9300 or
amikulak@psychologicalscience.org.

Contacts: Steve Rudolph, Carlson School of Management, skr@umn.edu, (612) 624-8770
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/14/2013) —In the face of hard times, which strategy gives us the
best shot at survival: saving for the future or spending resources on immediate gains? The answer
may depend on the economic conditions we faced in childhood, according to new research
published in Psychological Science, a journal of the Association for Psychological Science.

Drawing on life history theory, Associate Professor Vladas Griskevicius of the University of
Minnesota's Carlson School of Management and colleagues hypothesized that the strategy a
person takes when times are tight may be determined, at least in part, by features of their childhood
environment.

The researchers hypothesized that people who grew up unpredictable, harsh conditions (e.g.,
poverty), would take a "fast" strategy, focusing on immediate gains and ignoring long-term
consequences. People who grew up in more predictable, comfortable conditions, however, would
take a "slow" strategy, delaying immediate gratification in an effort to increase future payoffs.

In two experiments, the researchers primed half of the participants to think about economic
recession. All of the participants then completed tasks related to risk-taking and impulsive decision-
making.

Participants who grew up in poorer homes responded to recession cues with riskier, more impulsive
responses than participants in the control group, consistent with a "fast" strategy. They were also
faster to approach luxury good temptations. Participants who grew up in wealthier homes, on the
other hand, responded to recession cues by showing less risky, less impulsive responses than
participants in the control group, consistent with a "slow" strategy. They were also slower to
approach the luxury goods.

In a third experiment, Griskevicius and colleagues found evidence that these different life history
strategies may manifest as oxidative stress as detected in urine, a physiological indicator of cellular
damage that can be accelerated by environmental stressors (such as those associated with
poverty).

"These experiments show that our early childhood environment can program our life history strategy
for the rest of our lives," says Griskevicius. "During good times, the tendencies associated with fast
versus slow strategies can be dormant, but they emerge under duress."

Importantly, these tendencies can influence our responses in automatic and non-deliberative ways --
showing up even at the physiological level.

The trade-offs we make in times of scarcity have important consequences, but the researchers
emphasize that neither strategy is inherently good or bad.

"Lots of research assumes that delay of gratification is always a good thing, but the current research
suggests that it's sometimes smart to be impulsive," Griskevicius explains. "For people who expect
to live in a harsh and unpredictable environment, it's more adaptive to be impulsive and maximize
present resources and opportunities."
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University of Minnesota startup to use birch bark in the
production of drugs, cosmetics and supplements

Media Note: To request high resolution images of Pavel Krasutsky and/or birch extractives, please
contact John Merritt at jmerritt@umn.edu or Matt Hodson at mjhodson@umn.edu.

Contacts: John Merritt, Office of the VP for Research, jmerritt@umn.edu, (612) 624-2609
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552
June Kallestad, NRRI, jkallest@nrri.umn.edu, (218) 720-4300

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/15/2013) —Take one of the planet’s oldest tree species, grow and
harvest it sustainably, remove a waste product from its use in paper production, and what do you
get? An environmentally sustainable source of natural chemicals for nutritional supplements,
cosmetics and pharmaceuticals – and the basis for a startup company to bring them to market.

U of M startup The Actives Factory, based in Two Harbors, Minn., is applying patented processing
methods to extract and synthesize naturally occurring chemicals in birch bark to manufacture
pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, industrial products and nutritional supplements. Based on more than
15 years of development by Pavel Krasutsky, director of the Chemical Extractives Program at the
University of Minnesota Natural Resources Research Institute in Duluth, these processing methods
yield compounds proven to promote better human health.

Birch bark contains three compounds from which researchers aim to derive nutritional supplements,
cosmetics, and pharmaceuticals: Betulin, lupeol, and betulinic acid. All contain anti-inflammatory
properties which have been shown to reduce cholesterol and blood pressure, treat fungal and
bacterial infections, stimulate the immune system, and more.

"The birch tree is the oldest of all species of trees and it grows in the most severe of climates,"
explained Krasutsky. "Over hundreds of thousands of years the birch has evolved to use chemicals
to protect itself from bacteria, fungus, and viruses. Its first barrier of defense is its bark. Use of
natural chemicals is well established in Europe and Asia, but use in the United States is just
beginning to develop."

Although naturally derived products can be costlier to manufacture, Brian Garhofer, president and
CEO of The Actives Factory, predicts demand will grow in some niches. As consumers become
increasingly concerned with natural alternatives and environmental sustainability, he’s confident
natural products may soon compete strongly with purely chemical derivatives in the personal care
industry.

Scaling up the extraction process is the next step for the startup. The company plans to begin
manufacturing products by spring of this year.

Birch bark is a waste stream by-product that can be obtained in large quantities from regional paper
mills. The startup will obtain bark from sustainably managed and harvested resources in northern
Minnesota and Wisconsin.

"We believe we have some products that are unique, in demand, and highly beneficial which come
from a natural, sustainable, and renewable resource," says Garhofer. "What was once being burned
is now being brought out for human health benefits."

Although these compounds hold promise for the development of new pharmaceuticals, The Actives
Factory plans to first develop cosmetics and nutritional supplements.

The technology behind The Actives Factory was exclusively licensed to the startup by the Office for
Technology Commercialization. The research was initially funded by the Potlatch Corporation,
Minnesota Power, and the University of Minnesota.

###

The mission of the Natural Resources Research Institute is to foster the economic development of
Minnesota’s natural resources in an environmentally sound manner to promote private sector
employment.

The mission of the University of Minnesota’s Office for Technology Commercialization is to translate
University research into new products and services that provide growth opportunities for its
licensees, benefit the public good, improve the quality of life and generate revenue to support the
University's research and education goals.
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Exhibit will feature scenic sketches from early theatre, vaudeville
era

What: “Creating the World for the Stage: 1893-1929 - An Exhibit of Scenic Sketches.” 
Where: Elmer L. Andersen Library, 222 21st Ave. S., Minneapolis (West Bank)
When: Jan. 15- March 15, 2013. Gallery hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, and
Friday; and 8:30 a.m. to 6:45 p.m. on Wednesday and Thursday.
Who: Professor C. Lance Brockman, University of Minnesota Department of Theatre Arts and
Dance. 
Admission: Free and open to the public  

Contacts: Mark Engebretson, U of M Libraries, enge@umn.edu, 612-625-9148
Dennis Behl, Department of Theatre Arts and Dance, dlbehl@umn.edu, 612 625-5380

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/16/2013) —Theatres and vaudeville stages were the entertainment
outlets that Americans sought before the days of movies, television and the Internet. The University
of Minnesota will celebrate that bygone era with a new exhibit, titled "Creating the World for the
Stage: 1893-1929 - An Exhibit of Scenic Sketches."

Painted renderings of backdrops, sketches and other artifacts from the Performing Arts Archives at
the University of Minnesota Libraries will be featured in the exhibit that explores the exotic worlds
created by the scenic artists for both public theatres and private fraternal spaces of the
Freemasons. The exhibit is guest curated by Professor C. Lance Brockman of the University’s
Department of Theatre Arts and Dance. It runs from Jan. 15 through March 15, 2013, at the Elmer
L. Andersen Library and is free and open to the public.

The exhibit documents the backstage technical environment of the popular stage during the late-
19th and early-20th centuries. The artifacts include original renderings and materials from Twin City
Scenic company, Great Western Stage Equipment company, and the Holak collection.

The companies used these materials to market their painted drop scenery to public theatres across
the country and later to fraternal organizations, such as the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry. Brockman
said that the Freemasons use of theatre and set design in their degree rituals helped them to boost
membership.

"What had once been recitation, previously, now becomes a lively and fun theatrical presentation –
you can see how attractive this would be to potential members," Brockman said. "And as public
theatre became less and less of a market for these scenic studios, the Freemasons became more
and more of a market."

Brockman, who is retiring after 40 years, was instrumental in acquiring the collections for the U of M,
beginning in 1983. His research into this period of set design, he said, was primarily to help him
teach theatre students about the nearly lost craft of painted drop scenery, especially for the New
Minnesota Centennial Showboat.

"The exhibit shows people that we have the collections and it’s also a great resource for scenic
artists," said Peter Baker, a recent Theatre arts graduate who assisted Brockman with the design
and installation of the exhibit. "The art of painting these drops was never really passed down. It sort
of died off. But having the sketches and being able to look at the extant work, you can actually pick
out how they did it, how they painted it. It becomes a resource, not only for the historical context, but
the practice itself – the art, as well as the artifact."

It’s also just a lot of fun. "When you see the drops on stage, in full color and in full scale, it’s a big
‘whee’ – it’s fun," Brockman said.

Recent Theatre arts graduate Nicky Rodriguez served as assistant curator supporting Brockman
with the selection of thematic objects from over 3000 sketches and models.

Gallery hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, and Friday; and 8:30 a.m. to 6:45 p.m.
on Wednesday and Thursday. For more information, go to z.umn.edu/stage. All images are
available online at lib.umn.edu/scrbm/paa/scenery.

An exhibit reception honoring Professor Lance Brockman for his leadership, scholarship, teaching,
and artistry in the area of scenic design will be held Jan. 29, 5 p.m., at Elmer L. Andersen Library.
For more, go to z.umn.edu/brockman.

Additional information on Brockman is available upon request.
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Professors Barbara Frey and Jennifer Green and the University
of Minnesota Law School Human Rights Litigation and
International Advocacy Clinic submit gun violence report to U.N.
Human Rights Committee

Contacts: Cynthia Huff, Law School, huffx070@umn.edu, (612) 625-6691
Patty Mattern, University News Service, mattern@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/17/2013) —As the United States Government debates domestic
policy changes to address national concerns about gun violence, students at the University of
Minnesota are urging the United Nations to address the human rights violations committed with
firearms.

The U.S. record will be reviewed by the United Nations Human Rights Committee as part of its
periodic compliance report under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The U.S.
Government is scheduled to make a live appearance before the Human Rights Committee in
October 2013.

With this in mind, a team of University of Minnesota students, led by two professors, recently
submitted a report to the U.N. Committee, raising questions on gun violence.

"Unfortunately, gun violence continues to plague our country and children, victims of domestic
violence and racial minorities are particularly vulnerable to deaths by firearms," said Jennifer Green,
report co-author and head of the Human Rights Litigation and International Advocacy Clinic at the
University of Minnesota Law School. "The widespread misuse of guns to kill is not just a violation of
domestic law but infringes upon international treaty. This report urges the U.S. Government to
proactively enact steps aimed at preventing future violations to the right to human life."

The report asserts that "The right to life is violated repeatedly by the U.S. government’s refusal to
address the misuse of firearms by private actors." The report brings to the attention of the U.N.
Committee that each year in the United States, more than 30,000 people are killed through gun
violence. In 2012 alone, 38 mass shootings took place, including the December 2012 killing of 20
children and 6 adults at a Connecticut elementary school. In many cases, mass assaults involve
semi-automatic weapons and high-capacity magazines.

The report urges the U.N. Committee to continue its important attention to gun violence and
proposes presentation of five major questions to the U.S. delegation:

What measures have been taken to prevent abuse with small arms and light weapons (SALW) (e.g.,
strengthening of background check requirements and federal assault weapons ban)?
How is the federal government working with state governments to prevent human rights violations
with reasonable gun regulations, including screening purchasers with records of mental illness and
records of domestic violence?
What measures are being implemented in cases of domestic violence to prevent firearm use?
How is the federal government addressing issues of police brutality and excessive force with
firearms?
What steps are being taken to stop transfer of small arms and light weapons across U.S. borders to
Mexico and other countries where those weapons are used to commit human rights violations?

Among the report’s recommendations to decrease gun violence are universal background checks,
stronger enforcement of laws prohibiting gun ownership (e.g., by persons addicted to controlled
substances, with a history of mental illness, or convicted of domestic violence), elimination of
loopholes allowing gun purchases online and at gun shows, and enactment of a ban on assault
weapons and ammunition.

Firearms manufacture, transfer, and possession are regulated at both the federal and state levels
but enforcement is primarily a state function, and gun laws vary widely among the 50 states. The
federal government should collaborate with states to ensure consistent standards for gun
ownership, concealed-weapon, "stand-your-ground," and other laws, the report says. "The
prevalence of SALW continues to compromise the achievement of human rights in the United
States," it concludes.

In addition to Green, the report was prepared by Adjunct Professor Barbara Frey, director of the
University of Minnesota Human Rights Program; and Clinic students Dina Al-Shorafa (’13), Rachel
Blackhurst (’14), Laura Matson (’13), Savir Punia (’14), and Thea Reilkoff (’14).
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University of Minnesota awarded $28 million grant to lead
development of next-generation microelectronics
New center is one of only six in the nation aimed at supporting the U.S. semiconductor industry

Contacts: Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/17/2013) —The University of Minnesota announced today that it has
been awarded a $28 million grant over five years to lead a new national research center focused on
developing the next generation of microelectronics. About one-third of the grant will support
research in Minnesota.

The grant was awarded by the Semiconductor Research Corporation, a global research
collaboration of private companies, universities and government agencies, and the Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA). Minnesota is one of only six lead universities to
receive funding through the Semiconductor Technology Advanced Research network (STARnet)
initiative aimed at supporting continued growth and leadership of the U.S. semiconductor industry.

The new Center for Spintronic Materials, Interfaces, and Novel Architectures (C-SPIN) at the
University of Minnesota will bring together top researchers from across the nation to develop
technologies for spin-based computing and memory systems. Unlike today’s computers, which
function on the basis of electrical charges moving across wires, the emerging spin-based computing
systems will process and store information through spin, a fundamental property of electrons.

"The incredible ability to scale semiconductor technology, an electron-charge-based technology, has
led to the information revolution of the past half-century," said C-SPIN’s director Jian-Ping Wang, an
electrical and computer engineering professor in the University of Minnesota’s College of Science
and Engineering. "However, today’s semiconductor technology is reaching its fundamental limits in
terms of density and power consumption. Spin-based logic and memory based on the hybridization
of magnetic materials and semiconductors have the potential to create computers that are smaller,
faster and more energy-efficient than conventional charge-based systems."

The research will also have an impact beyond the world of computer science and engineering
resulting in advances in nanotechnology, materials science, physics, chemistry, circuit design, and
many other fields, Wang said.

"This new center is just one example of how research at the University of Minnesota can help boost
the economy locally and globally," said University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler. "This center
will bring together the nation’s best minds in spintronics to push the boundaries of research and
develop new discoveries that will benefit all of us."

C-SPIN is headquartered at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities and will fund research for 31
leading experts from 14 universities working in six scientific disciplines. C-SPIN will also fund
research from more than 60 doctoral and post-doctoral students and host industry researchers-in-
residence.

In addition to the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities, the 13 other universities involved are
Carnegie Mellon University; Cornell University; Johns Hopkins University; Massachusetts Institute of
Technology; Pennsylvania State University; Purdue University; University of Alabama; University of
California, Riverside; University of California, Santa Barbara; University of Iowa; University of
Michigan; University of Nebraska; and University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Industry partners include Applied Materials, GLOBALFOUNDRIES, IBM, Intel Corporation, Micron
Technology, Raytheon, Texas Instruments and United Technologies.

For more information about C-SPIN, visit cspin.umn.edu.
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Visitors given rare opportunity to picnic among Minnesota
nature this Valentine's Day at the Bell Museum of Natural
History

Contacts: Andrea Klaassen, Bell Museum of Natural History, aklaasse@umn.edu, (612) 624-7389
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/17/2013) —The great outdoors are indoors at the Bell Museum this
Valentine’s Day where visitors are invited to enjoy a gourmet picnic and a night at the museum with
the one, group or family that they "dig!"

For the first time ever, visitors can reserve a diorama of their choice, in front of which they can enjoy
a picnic with up to six guests. Lights will be dimmed, picnic blankets spread out and a picnic dinner
from award-winning French restaurant, Barbette, served. Before dinner, visitors can tour the Bell’s
current exhibit, Dig It! The Secrets of Soil, play yard games in the Touch & See Discovery Room and
explore the museum. Details on the special evening are below and found online at
www.bellmuseum.org.

I Dig You! A Valentine’s Picnic In Minnesota’s Great Outdoors…Indoors!
February 14, 2013; 6 p.m.: Museum & bar open; 7 p.m.: Pick up your picnic basket!

Evening includes... 
• gourmet picnic meal from award-winning restaurant, Barbette
• one complimentary beverage (additional cash bar available) 
• sweets from local chocolatier B.T. McElrath
• tour Dig It! The Secrets of Soil  
• lawn games in the Touch & See Discovery Rom
• picnic blanket or table at private diorama 
• parking included—one complimentary space per diorama 
• Bell Museum admission 
• giveaways and door prizes  

Cost for the dinner is $30.00 per person. A separate group diorama reservation fee applies, ranging
from $30.00-$60.00, with discounts for Bell Museum members. Guests can reserve their diorama
and dinner at www.bellmuseum.org.

Sponsored by Barbette, providing a menu of:
• Assorted charcuterie of cured meats, pate and terrine with dijon and cornichons  
• Spinach and feta phyllo-wrapped pies   
• Mini wheel of brie, fruit compote, truffle honey, crackers  
• Cold orzo salad with dill pesto, cucumbers and peas  
• Dolmadas (pilaf wrapped in preserved grape leaves)  
• Olive tapenade & Roasted red pepper tapenade  
• French baguette

The Bell Museum is part of the University’s College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource
Sciences, and strives to advance the quest to discover, document and understand life in its many
forms and to inspire curiosity, delight and informed stewardship of the natural world. For details, visit
bellmuseum.org  
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President Kaler to present prestigious NCAA Theodore Roosevelt Award to
Tony Dungy

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/18/2013) —
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Antibacterial agent used in common soaps found in increasing
amounts in freshwater lakes
University of Minnesota study raises new questions about use of triclosan

Contacts: Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/22/2013) —When people wash their hands with antibacterial soap,
most don’t think about where the chemicals contained in that soap end up. University of Minnesota
engineering researchers do.

A new University of Minnesota study determined that the common antibacterial agent, called
triclosan, used in soaps and many other products is found in increasing amounts in several
Minnesota freshwater lakes. The findings are directly linked to increased triclosan use over the past
few decades.

In addition, the researchers found an increasing amount of other chemical compounds, called
chlorinated triclosan derivatives, that form when triclosan is exposed to chlorine during the
wastewater disinfection process. When exposed to sunlight, triclosan and its chlorinated derivatives
form dioxins that have potential toxic effects in the environment. These dioxins were also found in
the lakes.

The study was just accepted by the journal Environmental Science and Technology and is published
online.

The study’s results raise new questions about the use of triclosan. Triclosan was patented in 1964
and introduced into the market in the early 1970s. Since then it has been added to many consumer
products including soaps and body washes, toothpastes, cosmetics, clothing, dishwashing liquid,
and kitchenware. Beyond its use in toothpaste to prevent gingivitis, the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration has found no evidence that triclosan in antibacterial soaps and body washes provide
any benefit over washing with regular soap and water. The FDA and the Environmental Protection
Agency continue to study the effects of triclosan on animal and environmental health.

"It’s important for people to know that what they use in their house every day can have an impact in
the environment far beyond their home," said the study’s lead author William Arnold, a civil
engineering professor in the University of Minnesota’s College of Science and Engineering.
"Consumers need to know that they may be using products with triclosan. People should read
product labels to understand what they are buying."

Arnold said this research can also help chemical manufacturers understand some of the potential
long-term impacts from triclosan on the environment.

The researchers studied the sediment of eight lakes of various size throughout Minnesota with
varying amounts of treated wastewater input. They gathered sediment cores about one meter long
from each of the lakes. After slicing the cores into several segments about two to four centimeters in
thickness, they worked with researchers at the Science Museum of Minnesota’s St. Croix
Watershed Research Station to date the sediment. Some sediment segments dated back more than
100 years. Professor Arnold’s group and researchers from Pace Analytical Services in Minneapolis
used high tech methods to analyze the chemicals contained in the sediments over time.

The research found that sediment collected from large lakes with many wastewater sources had
increased concentrations of triclosan, chlorinated triclosan derivatives, and triclosan-derived dioxins
since the patent of triclosan in 1964. In small-scale lakes with a single wastewater source, the
trends were directly attributed to increased triclosan use, local improvements in treatment, and
changes in wastewater disinfection since the 1960s. When UV disinfection technology replaced
chlorine in one of the wastewater treatment plants, the presence of chlorinated triclosan derivatives
in the sediments decreased.

In the lake with no wastewater input, no triclosan or chlorinated triclosan derivatives were detected.
Overall, concentrations of triclosan, chlorinated triclosan derivatives, and their dioxins were higher in
small lakes, reflecting a greater degree of wastewater impact.

"The results were similar to other recent studies worldwide, but this was the first broad study that
looked at several different lakes with various wastewater treatment inputs," Arnold said. "While
wastewater treatment removes the vast majority of triclosan, these systems were not designed with
this in mind. We need to continue to explore all aspects of this issue."

The lakes studied were Lake Pepin, Lake St. Croix, Lake Winona, East Lake Gemini, Lake
Shagawa, Duluth Harbor, Lake Superior, and Little Wilson Lake. The research was funded by the
Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund as recommended by the Legislative-
Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources. The National Science Foundation provided additional
funds.

In addition to Arnold, the research team included University of Minnesota civil engineering graduate
student Cale Anger; Charles Sueper, HRMS technical director at Pace Analytical Services Inc.;
earth sciences graduate student Dylan Blumentritt; Kristopher McNeill, a professor from the Institute
of Biogeochemistry and Pollutant Dynamics at ETH-Zurich, Switzerland and former University of
Minnesota chemistry professor; and Daniel Engstrom, director of the St. Croix Watershed Research
Station, Science Museum of Minnesota and adjunct professor of earth sciences at the University of
Minnesota.

To read the full research paper, visit the Environmental Science and Technology website.

At the University of Minnesota, researchers are exploring lasting solutions to environmental
challenges. These game-changing efforts are the impetus behind MnDRIVE, the university’s
proposal for a new, ongoing partnership with the state to enhance Discovery, Research, InnoVation
and Economic development. For more information, visit www.govrelations.umn.edu/biennial-
budget.html.
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Statement by University of Minnesota President Eric W. Kaler in
response to Gov. Mark Dayton's proposed biennial budget
request

Contacts: Julie Christensen, University News Service, jrchris@umn.edu, (612) 626-1720

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/22/2013) —University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler released
the following statement today in response to Gov. Mark Dayton’s proposed biennial budget.

“The proposed budget announced today by Governor Dayton is good news for Minnesota students,
their families, our research enterprise and the university system as a whole. We appreciate the
Governor’s strong support, particularly as it follows deep cuts to the U’s state funding during the last
decade.

“In addition to reducing costs and making the U more efficient, we are committed to freezing tuition
for the next two years for Minnesota resident undergraduates. Reducing the total tuition burden by
about $2,500 for an average in-state undergraduate represents a meaningful savings for most
families. The Governor’s proposed funding level for the university signifies that he shares our
commitment to keep tuition affordable and education accessible to qualified Minnesota students of
all economic backgrounds.

“The Governor’s proposed budget will enable us to invest in research and innovation to fuel the
state’s industries where great strength exists. The Governor clearly understands the U’s unique role
as the state’s only research university, offering significant return on investment for the state’s
economy. Our MnDRIVE program will advance research in four key areas that will benefit Minnesota
business and technologies, keeping Minnesota industry competitive and creating new jobs.

“By providing funding to the U for loan forgiveness for students who agree to practice health care in
underserved areas of the state, more Minnesotans will have access to the health care they deserve
thanks to Governor Dayton.

“We share the Governor's commitment to reducing administrative costs at the university. We are
eager to complete the report requested by legislative leaders by March 15. Since I assumed this
role 18 months ago, improving our operations and reducing costs has been a top priority. We can
demonstrate solid progress in this area, but there is more to do. We will continue to make tough
choices.

“We are humbled by the Governor's commitment to this great university. We will continue to work
with the Governor and legislators to provide information and advocate vigorously for all elements in
the university’s budget proposal.”

For more information on the University of Minnesota’s 2014-15 biennial budget request, visit
z.umn.edu/1415request. 
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U of M Journal of International Law to present its 2013
symposium, "The Future of Warfare: The Law of Tomorrow's
Battlefields"
Experts to discuss robotics, cyber warfare and the privatization of war

Contacts: Allison Ethen, Minnesota Journal of International Law, reisx036@umn.edu, (651) 357-
6205 
Cynthia Huff, Law School, huffx070@umn.edu, 612-625-6691 
Patty Mattern, University News Service, mattern@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/22/2013) —The University of Minnesota Law School’s Minnesota
Journal of International Law will present its symposium, entitled “The Future of Warfare: The Law of
Tomorrow’s Battlefields,” from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 5 on the West Bank in Lockhart Hall
(Room 25), 229 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis.

Journal members chose this year’s topic because of its current relevance in international law. The
symposium will feature panels on robotics, cyber warfare and the privatization of war. Panelists, top
experts in each field from around the world, will come together to provide diverse scholarly
perspectives and encourage debate, discussion and an examination of the issues facing militaries of
today as well as of tomorrow. 

Joining the discussion will be: Professor Ken Anderson, Washington College of Law; Alice
Beauheim, Office of the Director of National Intelligence; Professor Geoffrey Corn, South Texas
College of Law; Professor Oren Gross, University of Minnesota Law School; Professor John
Rasdan, William Mitchell College of Law; Dr. Daphné Richemond-Barak, Hezliya Interdisciplinary
Center; Professor Gabor Rona, Human Rights First; and Professor David Weissbrodt, University of
Minnesota Law School. Professor Eric Jensen, Brigham Young University Law School, will give the
keynote address. 

Check-in for the symposium begins at 8:30 a.m. and the event begins at 9 a.m. Registration is $20
for the public (includes lunch and reception following the symposium.) Symposium is free for
students, faculty and staff with no registration required. 5.5 CLE credits have been requested.

More information on the symposium can be found at: http://www.minnjil.org/?page_id=913
Register at: http://register.cce.umn.edu/Course.pl?sect_key=187025.
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Wikipedia inadvertently causing its own decline in participation
University of Minnesota research finds that changes made by the Wikipedia community to manage
quality have crippled the growth they were designed to manage

Contacts: Pamela Vold, Department of Computer Science and Engineering, vold@cs.umn.edu,
(612) 625-2424
Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/23/2013) —University of Minnesota computer science researchers
studying Wikipedia have found that several changes the community made to manage the quality
and consistency of submissions to the popular online encyclopedia are causing its decline in
contributors.

The study "The Rise and Decline of an Open Collaboration System: How Wikipedia’s Reaction to
Popularity Is Causing Its Decline" was recently published online in the journal American Behavioral
Scientist and will be printed in a future special issue of the journal.

When Wikipedia’s popularity exploded in 2005, the community of volunteer editors reacted to the
massive growth in contributions by creating software to automate the removal of common types of
vandalism and added structure to the community’s rules.  

"Open collaboration systems, such as Wikipedia, need to maintain a pool of volunteer contributors
to remain relevant," said Aaron Halfaker, the study’s lead author and a computer science Ph.D.
student in the University of Minnesota’s College of Science and Engineering. "Wikipedia was
created through a tremendous number of contributions by millions of contributors. However, recent
research has shown that the number of active contributors in Wikipedia has been declining steadily
for years and suggests that a sharp decline in the retention of newcomers is the cause."

The group’s research cites the restrictiveness of the encyclopedia’s primary quality control
mechanism against contributions made by newcomers and the algorithmic tools commonly used to
reject contributions as key causes of the decrease in newcomer retention. The community’s formal
mechanisms to create uniform entries are also shown to have fortified its entries against changes—
especially when those changes are proposed by newer editors. As a result, Wikipedia is having
greater difficulty in retaining new volunteer editors.

"Wikipedia has changed from the encyclopedia that anyone can edit to the encyclopedia that
anyone who understands the norms, socializes himself or herself, dodges the impersonal wall of
semi-automated rejection, and still wants to voluntarily contribute his or her time and energy can
edit," Halfaker said.

In addition to Halfaker, other authors of the study include University of Minnesota Professor John
Riedl; University of California, Berkeley Professor R.Stuart Geiger; and University of Washington
Ph.D. student Jonathan T. Morgan.

To read the full study, visit the American Behavioral Scientist website.
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U of M events range from discussion of President Obama's
political strategy to Public Interest Design Week

Contacts: University News Service, , unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/23/2013) —Please find below a list of select upcoming University of
Minnesota-related events. For the full U of M events calendar, visit www.events.umn.edu.

Thursday, Jan. 24 - The Obama Transformation: Pragmatic Progressivism and the New
America

Franklin Delano Roosevelt forged the "New Deal" by building a broad coalition of dispossessed
workers and farmers. President Barack Obama is building a new Democratic majority by forging a
pragmatic progressivism. This new approach opens doors of opportunity to a changing America by
reworking the old left-right paradigm of markets versus government, military vigilance versus
diplomatic partnering, and impartiality versus affirmative action.

Longtime Obama adviser Bill Burton, currently a senior strategist with Priorities USA, discusses
America's new directions under President Obama. Professor Larry Jacobs will moderate. The event
takes place Thursday, Jan. 24 from 12:00 to 1:15 p.m., at Cowles Auditorium, Humphrey School pf
Public Affairs, 301 19th Ave S., Minneapolis.

This event is free and open to the public but registration is encouraged at:
http://theobamatransformation.eventbrite.com/

Tuesday, Feb. 12 – Moos lecture: ‘Will We Have Enough Water?’

Sandra Postel, an expert on threats facing water resources around the world and a powerful
advocate for dealing with those threats now, will deliver a free, public lecture beginning 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, Feb. 12 at the University of Minnesota’s St. Paul Student Center, 2017 Buford Ave., St.
Paul.

Learn more and register to attend at www.freshwater.org or by contacting Patrick Sweeney at
psweeney@freshwater.org or (763) 219-1261.

Postel is the author of three important books on water and a leader in the National Geographic
Society’s drive to protect water. Her lecture, titled "Will We Have Enough Water? Adapting to a
Warming, Water-Stressed World," will look at areas of the world where water supplies already are
endangered, explore the additional stress that global warming and a world population expected to
reach 9 billion people by 2050 will create and suggest what citizens and policy-makers should do
now to avert widespread shortages.

Postel’s presentation, sponsored by the Freshwater Society and the University of Minnesota’s
College of Biological Sciences, is the 10th in the Moos Family Speaker Series on Water Resources
honoring the late Malcolm Moos, president of the university from 1967 to 1974. The Mosaic
Company Foundation is providing support for her talk.

Feb. 22-23 - Law School's Theatre of the Relatively Talentless (TORT) to Present ‘Back to the
Future Interest’

The U of M Law School's Theatre of the Relatively Talentless (TORT) will present its 11th annual
musical, "Back to the Future Interest," on Friday and Saturday, Feb. 22-23, at 7 p.m. at the
Pantages Theatre, 710 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis.

Like all TORT productions, it is written, produced and performed entirely by Law School students,
with reckless disregard for talent. Cameo appearances by former U.S. Vice President Walter F.
Mondale (’56), professors and Minnesota Supreme Court Justices are expected as well.

Tickets are available on the subplaza of the Law School, from 12:15-1:15 p.m. on Feb. 11-14 at a
special rate ($13) for University of Minnesota students with school I.D. For on-campus ticketing
procedures, visit www.law.umn.edu/tort.html. Advance purchase of tickets is recommended.

Tickets will go on sale to the general public through Ticketmaster or at the Hennepin Theater Trust
Box Office beginning Friday, January 25. For information on group ticket rates (10 or more) or
special accommodations, email tort@umn.edu.

Ongoing – Public Interest Design Week

Registration is now open for the first-ever Public Interest Design Week, March 19-24, 2013, set to
take place on the University of Minnesota’s Minneapolis campus.

The University’s College of Design, in conjunction with Design Corps and PublicInterestDesign.org,
announced last month what will be one of the nation's largest gatherings of public interest design
advocates, featuring thought-leaders such as New York Times architecture critic Michael
Kimmelman; D-Rev: Design Revolution CEO Krista Donaldson; and Liz Ogbu of California College
of the Arts’ Center for Art & Public Life, among others.

For more information on PID Week and how to register, please visit
www.publicinterestdesign.org/week.
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University of Minnesota to Host Public Interest Design Week
Registration now open for March 19-24 events featuring film screenings, keynotes, panel
discussions, workshops

Contacts: Trevor Miller, College of Design, tamiller@umn.edu, (612) 625-6566
John Cary, PublicInterestDesign.org, john@publicinterestdesign.org, (510) 757-6213

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/24/2013) —Registration is now open for the first-ever Public Interest
Design Week – March 19-24, 2013 – set to take place on the University of Minnesota’s Minneapolis
campus. The University’s College of Design, in conjunction with Design Corps and
PublicInterestDesign.org, announced last month what will be one of the nation's largest gatherings
of public interest design advocates. For more information on PID Week and how to register, please
visit www.publicinterestdesign.org/week.

In addition to keynotes by thought-leaders such as New York Times architecture critic Michael
Kimmelman; D-Rev: Design Revolution CEO Krista Donaldson; and Liz Ogbu of California College
of the Arts’ Center for Art & Public Life, among others, the inaugural Public Interest Design Week
will feature a variety of events, including:

Structures for Inclusion (SFI) conference, the week’s headline event, now in its 13th year, which
will feature presentations and discussions about products, places, and processes designed or
redesigned for the public good;

Shelter: connect workshop, led by filmmakers Richard Neill and Lee Schneider, which builds
participants’ storytelling skills–historically underemphasized within the field and design education
generally;

Public Interest Design Institute (PIDI), led by Bryan Bell of Design Corps, which employs the
Harvard Case Method to showcase projects that exemplify the Social/Economic/Environmental
Design (SEED) principles;

Iconothon, a design hackathon of sorts, led by Sofya Polyakov and Edward Boatman of The
Noun Project, will add to the public domain symbols that are frequently needed in public interest
design.

More information as well as a working agenda for PID Week are online at
www.publicinterestdesign.org/week. To stay up-to-date on everything related to Public Interest
Design Week, follow the College of Design and PublicInterestDesign.org online. The College can be
found on Twitter at @UofMDesign, and on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/UofMDesign. PublicInterestDesign.org is on Twitter at @PubIntDesign, and on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/PubIntDesign. 

About the University of Minnesota College of Design:
The College of Design is a national leader in the area of public interest design. Its students and
faculty have worked in places such as the post-Katrina Gulf Coast, in countries such as India and
Malawi, with Habitat for Humanity and most recently with studios in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. At the
same time, the College has convened conversations about this topic, including a recent symposium
in partnership with PublicInterestDesign.org and Tandus Flooring, and has funded a report on the
state of public interest design resulting in infographics on the field, chronology of its history and the
first-ever Public Interest Design 100 to honor the many diverse and passionate people that are re-
imagining the world. More information is online at www.design.umn.edu.
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Acara offers workshop for budding social entrepreneurs
Three-session series starting Feb. 14 will provide an introduction to opportunities for entrepreneurial
spirits who want to "do good while doing well"

Contacts: Mary Hoff, Institute on the Environment, maryhoff@umn.edu, (612) 626-2670
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/24/2013) —Can you make a change in the world and make a living
doing it? Absolutely! Find out how at Introduction to Social Ventures, a three-part community
workshop being offered by the University of Minnesota’s Acara program Feb. 14–April 4 in St. Paul.

Social ventures, also known as impact or environmental ventures, have gained traction in the past
few years, and the concept is finding its way into businesses and nonprofits around the world. The
Acara program, a joint program of the Institute on the Environment and the College of Science and
Engineering at the University of Minnesota, has been running international courses for the past
several years on developing impact ventures. This experience is now being packaged into a series
of evening workshops for people who are interested in understanding more about social
entrepreneurship.

Thursday, Feb 14. What’s a Social Venture?
Thursday, March 7. The Business Model Canvas
Thursday, April 4. Impact Investing

All sessions will be held 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. in R380 Learning and Environmental Sciences Building,
1954 Buford Avenue, St. Paul. Sessions are $30 each.

To sign up, go to acara.environment.umn.edu.

A short summary of each class is below. Questions about the classes may be directed by email to
Fred Rose at rosex122@umn.edu.

Feb 14. What’s a Social Venture?           

Impact ventures (also known as social ventures) are a growing area of interest and attraction as a
way to both make positive social or environmental change and do well as a business. This session
is an introduction to what makes an impact venture, what makes it both different and the same as a
"regular" venture, and how impact is measured. Impact ventures have two value propositions: an
economic one (just like any other business) and a social one. We’ll spend time in this session on
what a social value proposition is, how we measure it, and how the two propositions fit together.

March 7. The Business Model Canvas

The Business Model Canvas is a simple but effective way to develop and describe a venture
developed through design thinking practices. You don’t need an MBA to understand it or use it, yet
even MBAs will find it useful. It is important because impact businesses are still businesses and will
live or die based on that. The business model canvas gives a common language to talk about the
ventures.

April 4. Impact Investing

Funding mechanisms for impact ventures are rapidly and continually evolving. Investments are
necessary to make the movement real. This session will cover traditional funders, social funds and
crowd funding and will be useful both to people interested in funding social ventures and to those
who are seeking funding.

About the instructor: Fred Rose is a program director at the University of Minnesota with more
than 30 years experience across corporate, nonprofit and academic settings. He has been on the
founding team of ventures in three countries, has extensive experience in leading global teams and
has many years experience in teaching innovation.

The University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment seeks lasting solutions to Earth's biggest
challenges through research, partnerships and leadership development. For more information, visit
environment.umn.edu.
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Film series explores the 'Edge of Civilization'
Four-session series starting Feb. 7 will explore unusual dimensions of sustainability

Contacts: Mary Hoff, Institute on the Environment, maryhoff@umn.edu, (612) 626-2670
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/29/2013) —A four-part film series beginning Feb. 7 at the University
of Minnesota’s Bell Museum of Natural History will encourage viewers to think differently about the
environmental challenges we currently face. The 3rd annual Sustainability Film Series is sponsored
by the Bell Museum and the University of Minnesota’s Housing & Residential Life and Institute on
the Environment/Sustainability Studies Minor.

Featured on the first Thursday of every month at 7 p.m. in the Bell Museum Auditorium, the movies
will gather creators, changers and thinkers from all walks of life who want to make a difference in
the planet’s health.

"The theme this year is Edge of Civilization, focusing on systems that we don’t always think of when
considering sustainability," said Beth Mercer-Taylor, director of the Sustainability Education program.
"I’m personally most excited about ‘Switch,’ which covers the transformative energy process that will
happen in our lifetimes and is beginning now. These films are truly revolutionary when it comes to
their topics and angles."

The movies will focus on topics as diverse as dirt, energy and arson. All are free with U of M student
ID or Bell Museum admission, and will be accompanied by tours and other activities. For more
information, visit z.umn.edu/films.

Sustainability Film Series 2013: Edge of Civilization

Thursday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m.
Dirt! The Movie

Thursday, March 7, 7 p.m
Switch

Thursday, April 4, 7 p.m.
If a Tree Falls: A Story of the Earth Liberation Front

Thursday, May 2, 7 p.m.
The City Dark

 To learn more about the Bell Museum, visit bellmuseum.org. To learn more about the Institute on
the Environment, visit environment.umn.edu.
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3-D structure of the evolved enzyme (an RNA ligase),
using 10 overlaid snapshots. In the top region, the
overlays show the range of bending and folding
flexibility in the amino acid chain that forms the
molecule. The two gray balls are zinc ions. (University of
Minnesota)

University of
Minnesota
researchers
unveil first
artificial
enzyme
created by
evolution in a
test tube

Media Note: To
request high
resolution images of
Dr. Seelig and/or of a
3D structure of the
evolved enzyme,
please contact Matt
Hodson at
mjhodson@umn.edu.

Contacts: Matt
Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552
Peggy Rinard, College of Biological Sciences, rinar001@umn.edu, (612) 624-0774

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/30/2013) —There’s a wobbly new biochemical structure in
Burckhard Seelig’s lab at the University of Minnesota that may resemble what enzymes looked like
billions of years ago, when life on earth began to evolve – long before they became ingredients for
new and improved products, from detergents to foods and fuels.

Seelig created the fledgling enzyme by using directed evolution in the laboratory. Working with
colleague Gianluigi Veglia, graduate student Fa-An Chao, and other team members, he
subsequently determined its structure, which made its debut December 9 as an advance online
publication in Nature Chemical Biology. Lab tests show that the enzyme (a type of RNA ligase,
which connects two RNA molecules) functions like natural enzymes although its structure looks very
different and it is flexible rather than rigid. Seelig speculates the new protein resembles primordial
enzymes, before their current structures evolved.

Seelig and Veglia are professors in the College of Biological Sciences, where Fa-An Chao is a
graduate student. Both faculty members have appointments in the Department of Biochemistry,
Molecular Biology and Biophysics and Seelig is member of the BioTechnology Institute. Veglia also
has an appointment in the Department of Chemistry in the university's College of Science and
Engineering.

While a handful of groups worldwide are developing artificial enzymes, they use rational design to
construct the proteins on computers. Instead, the Seelig lab employs directed evolution. "To my
knowledge, our enzyme is the only entirely artificial enzyme created in a test tube by simply
following the principles of natural selection and evolution," he says.

Rational enzyme design relies on preconceived notions of what a new enzyme should look like and
how it should function. In contrast, directed evolution involves producing a large quantity of
candidate proteins and screening several generations to produce one with the desired function. With
this approach, the outcome isn’t limited by current knowledge of enzyme structure.

"Just as in nature, only the fittest survive after each successive generation," Seelig explains. The
process continues until it produces an enzyme that efficiently catalyzes a desired biochemical
reaction. In this case, the new enzyme joins two pieces of RNA together.

"It’s kind of like giving typewriters to monkeys," he says. "One monkey and one typewriter won’t
produce anything clever. But if you have enough monkeys and typewriters, eventually one of them
will write ’to be or not to be’." The lottery provides another analogy. "If you buy more tickets, you’re
more likely to win," Seelig says.

Like all proteins, the new RNA ligase enzyme is a chain of amino acids folded into a 3D structure,
but the resemblance stops there. Natural enzymes, like all proteins, are made from alpha helices
and beta strands. Seelig’s artificial enzyme lacks those structures. Instead, it forms around two
metal ions and is not rigid. "Compared to enzymes we know from nature, the artificial enzyme has a
rather unusual structure and dynamics," Seelig says.

For decades, naturally occurring enzymes have been tweaked by industry to make industrial
processes and products more effective. The ability to create enzymes from scratch using a natural
process opens the door to a vast array of new products that provide business opportunities and
improve quality of life without harmful environmental effects.

Going forward, Seelig plans to create enzymes with useful applications while he continues to
explore the underlying basic science of enzyme structure and function, aiming to learn more about
the origin of enzymes and how proteins evolve.

"Enzymes have always fascinated me," he says. "It’s rewarding to do work that has practical
applications yet provides the opportunity to better understand how life on earth evolved."
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University of Minnesota to confer an honorary degree on
Thomas Sargent
Public lecture and degree conferral on Monday, Feb. 4      

Media Note: Media is invited to attend and film the public lecture and degree conferral,
however, Sargent will not be available for interviews before or after the event.

Contacts: Tessa Eagan, College of Liberal Arts, teagan@umn.edu, (612) 625-3781
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

January 30, 2013

The University of Minnesota will confer an honorary degree on Nobel Prize-winning economist and
longtime U of M faculty member Thomas Sargent on Monday, February 4 at 3 p.m. at Cowles
Auditorium, Humphrey School of Public Affairs, 301 19th Avenue S., Minneapolis.

Sargent, currently a professor at New York University, will present a lecture on the topic of monetary
unions at 3 p.m., followed by the honorary degree ceremony and a dessert reception.

The event is free and open to the public; please register to attend at http://hhei.umn.edu/rsvp.

Together with Christopher Sims, another former U of M economics professor, Sargent received the
2011 Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences. The duo’s "empirical research on cause and effect in the
macroeconomy," cited by the Nobel committee, and development of the rational expectations model
was largely done while they were faculty members in the U’s Department of Economics. Rational
expectations found that since consumers and investors adjust their behaviors whenever the
government shifts policies, these policies rarely have their intended effect.

"Tom’s service to our department of economics impacted not only his students, but the University as
a whole," said College of Liberal Arts Dean James Parente. "His work is so closely tied to our
mission of advancing learning and the search for truth, sharing this knowledge through education for
a diverse community, and applying this knowledge to benefit the people of the state, the nation, and
the world."

In addition, Sargent is a current member of the University’s Heller-Hurwicz Economics Institute
(HHEI) board - an institute that was named in part after the late Leo Hurwicz, who was also a co-
winner of the Nobel Prize in economics in 2007.

More information on Sargent is available here.
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Discovery of sexual mating in fungi that causes 400,000 deaths
per year could provide insights on how to prevent and treat
infections

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552
Peggy Rinard, College of Biological Sciences, rinar001@umn.edu, (612) 624-0774

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/30/2013) —Like many fungi and one-celled organisms, Candida
albicans, a normally harmless microbe that can turn deadly, has long been thought to reproduce
without sexual mating. But a new study by Professor Judith Berman and colleagues at the
University of Minnesota and Tel Aviv University shows that C. albicans is capable of sexual
reproduction.

The finding, published online by Nature January 30, represents an important breakthrough in
understanding how this pathogen has been shaped by evolution, which could suggest strategies for
preventing and treating the often serious infections that it causes.   

The most common fungus that infects humans, C. albicans is part of the large community of
microorganisms that live for the most part harmlessly within the human gut. But unlike many of its
neighbors, this one-celled yeast can also cause disease, ranging from thrush (an oral infection) and
vaginal yeast infections to systemic blood infections that cause organ failure and death and usually
occur in people with immune defects related to HIV/AIDS, organ transplantation or chemotherapy. 
C. albicans is responsible for400,000 deaths annually.

Most single-celled organisms reproduce by dividing, but others reproduce asexually, parasexually or
via sexual mating. Scientists have long believed that C. Albicans reproduce without mating.

Organisms that produce asexually or parasexually are diploid, which means they have two sets of
chromosomes and thus can reproduce without a mate. Organisms that reproduce sexually are
haploid, which means they have one set of chromosomes and need a mate to provide a second set.
C. Albicans was believed to be diploid, but this study shows that the yeast is sometimes haploid,
and that these haploids are capable of sexual reproduction.

Sexual reproduction fuels the evolution of higher organisms because it combines DNA from two
parents to create one organism. The haploid isolates discovered in Professor Berman’s lab arise
only rarely within a population, and have been detected following propagation in the lab or in a
mammalian host. These haploids can mate with other haploids to generate diploid strains with new
combinations of DNA, which may provide the diversity required for fungus to evolve.

The haploid C. albicans isolates also pave the way for genetic studies of the pathogen, such as the
construction of "libraries" of recessive mutant strains. In addition, the ability to perform genetic
crosses between haploids will help produce modified diploid strains that should help scientists better
understand interactions between the fungus and its host and how it transforms from a harmless
microbe into a deadly pathogen. 

Berman holds appointments and has laboratories at the University of Minnesota’s College of
Biological Sciences and Tel Aviv University.

The work was done in collaboration with researchers at Bowdoin College (Maine), Brown University
(Rhode Island), A*STAR (Singapore) and at the Taipei Medical University (Taiwan) and was funded,
in part, by the National Institutes of Health.
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New U of M-funded projects target healthy eating behaviors

Media Note: Details about individual projects are available from the researchers and on the HFHL
website: http://www.hfhl.umn.edu. Interviews can be arranged through the college or University
News Service.

Contacts: Becky Beyers, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
bbeyers@umn.edu, (612) 626-5754
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (01/31/2013) —Childhood obesity prevention, food safety practices for
immigrant farmers and a study of how cruciferous vegetables affect tumors in mice are among the
topics funded through a new series of eight grants from the University of Minnesota’s Healthy
Foods, Healthy Lives Institute.

One set of grants involves partnerships between university researchers and community groups; the
other group involves researchers from across the university. All of the roughly $50,000 grants are
aimed at funding start-up projects that will have a significant impact on food, health and agriculture.

The projects include:

"Next Steps," a follow-up to an earlier family-centered obesity prevention program, "Taking Steps
Together." In the next phase, researchers will work with community leaders and the Windom
Community Center, a predominantly Spanish-speaking Latino population in South Minneapolis, to
address obesity management through participating in activities like cooking, gardening and physical
activity.
A project aimed at developing healthier menu options for traditionally prepared Mexican foods at
Twin Cities restaurants and assessing consumer acceptance of the new recipes.
Building knowledge about food-safety practices and record-keeping among immigrant farmers,
particularly from the Hmong community, who grow and sell foods at Twin Cities farmers markets.
"Healthy Weight Management in Diverse Youth", a primary-care clinical approach to helping African
American youth and parents served by the Broadway Family Medicine Clinic in North Minneapolis to
improve health behaviors, self-perceptions and home environments.
Examining the effects of eating cruciferous vegetables – which are believed to have cancer-
preventing qualities – on mice. The project is one of the first to explore the relationship between diet
and cancer stem cells, and may open an entirely new approach to diet and cancer.

"We’re excited about the University faculty and community-based projects that we funded," said
Mindy Kurzer, director of the Healthy Foods, Healthy Lives Institute.  "We believe they will help
answer high-impact research questions and have positive, sustainable effects in the communities in
which they’re being implemented."

The Healthy Foods, Healthy Lives Institute is an interdisciplinary effort headquartered in the
university’s College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences. The institute was created
to help increase the strengths of the university in the area of food and health through the
advancement of scientific and public knowledge, and through influencing public policy.
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Poet, literary activist E. Ethelbert Miller to appear at the
University of Minnesota

Who: Poet, professor, literary activist E. Ethelbert Miller 
What: Ninth Annual NOMMO African American Authors Series 
When: Wednesday, February 6, 2013 at 7 p.m. 
Where: Cowles Auditorium, Hubert H. Humphrey Center, University of Minnesota West Bank
campus, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis 
Tickets: $15 at z.umn.edu/libtix or 612-624-2345. (Complimentary tickets available to U of M
students, members of the Givens Foundation, and Friends of the University of Minnesota Libraries.
Call 612-624-2345.)

Contacts: Mark Engebretson, U of M Libraries, enge@umn.edu, 612-625-9148
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

January 31, 2013

Poet, professor, and literary activist E. Ethelbert Miller will read from his work and, with host,
moderator and U of M professor Alexs Pate, will engage in spirited dialogue about the state of the
art of African American literature. The event will be held Wednesday, Feb. 6, 7 p.m., in Cowles
Auditorium, Hubert H. Humphrey Center, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis, on the University's West
Bank.

Miller is a literary activist and the board chairperson of the Institute for Policy Studies. He is a board
member of The Writer's Center and editor of Poet Lore magazine. Since 1974, he has been the
director of the African American Resource Center at Howard University. Miller is the former chair of
the Humanities Council of Washington, D.C., and a former core faculty member of the Bennington
Writing Seminars at Bennington College. He is also the author of several books on a variety of
topics relating to African American literature.

More information about E. Ethelbert Miller is available here.

About the NOMMO African American Authors Series  
Presented annually since 2004 by the Givens Foundation for African American Literature, the series
provides rare opportunities to publicly define the state of the art of African American literature and to
locate the work and contributions of national as well as Twin Cities African American writers within
the present authoring of our literary tradition.

A Dogon word meaning "the magic power of the word," NOMMO is co-sponsored by the Givens
Foundation for African American Literature and the Friends of the University of Minnesota Libraries
with support from the University of Minnesota Urban Research and Outreach/Engagement Center.
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U of M Institute on the Environment opens art exhibit dedicated
to sustainability
Reception for Downstream/Upstream: A Journey Through the Urban Water Cycle scheduled for
February 6

Contacts: Mary Hoff, Institute on the Environment, maryhoff@umn.edu, (612) 626-2670
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/01/2013) —What do you get when you combine the arts,
sustainability and education? "Downstream/Upstream: A Journey Through the Urban Water Cycle"
by Jonee Kulman Brigham, a visual display detailing a two-week adventure taken by 39 children
ages 4–6. The exhibit includes photographs, maps, artists’ books, and diagrams documenting their
exploration of the water cycle.

The exhibit opened December 21 in the University of Minnesota's Institute on the Environment
(IonE) Commons on the St. Paul campus. This is the first exhibit to be displayed in the IonE
Commons, which will host an event to commemorate the new exhibit on February 6, noon–1:30
p.m.

The event, which is open to the public, will begin with presentations in the IonE seminar room, then
move to the IonE Commons for music and refreshments. Presenters include Camille Gage,
manager of Arts-Based Outreach and Engagement from On the Commons, and the artist, Jonee
Kulman Brigham, a research coordinator at the Center for Sustainable Building Research at the U of
M.

IonE is focused on discovering solutions to the Earth’s most pressing environmental problems, and
encouraging people from a wide range of disciplines to get involved with this work is important to
developing new leaders and partnerships.

"Finding sustainability solutions is not just for environmental groups or majors; it is for everyone,"
said Beth Mercer-Taylor, sustainability education coordinator with IonE. "Artists, writers, musicians,
and other engaged in creative work have a role to play, too."

Art exhibits in the IonE Commons blend several different elements, such as art and science, to
display how relevant sustainability is to everyone, and to underscore that everyone is needed to
create a truly sustainable planet.

"Integrating sustainability into every facet of our world is what will make the biggest impact on
people, and people are what shape our environment," Mercer-Taylor said.

To learn more about the gallery and sustainability education at the University of Minnesota, visit
www.susteducation.umn.edu. For information on future exhibits, please visit the IonE events
calendar at http://environment.umn.edu/news_events/events.html.
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University of Minnesota Regents to visit Capitol Feb. 7 in support
of tuition freeze for students and research investments to benefit
Minn. industry
Ongoing analysis of finances and organizational structure also on Board agenda

What: University of Minnesota Board of Regents meetings
When: Thursday, Feb. 7 and Friday, Feb. 8
Where: 600 McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/01/2013) —The University’s Board of Regents will join President Eric
Kaler and students from the U’s five campuses at the State Capitol between noon and 3 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 7. The annual student-organized "Support the U Day" will allow participants to rally
in the Capitol Rotunda and urge legislators’ support for a proposed two-year tuition freeze for
resident undergraduate students.

The freeze is part of the university’s biennial budget request, which also commits the university to
save $28 million in operating costs and meet performance and accountability measures. The
request also provides $18 million in recurring funding to establish the Minnesota Discovery,
Research and InnoVation Economy (MnDRIVE) fund. MnDRIVE aims to advance research that
helps Minnesota companies enhance leadership in environmentally-sound mining and industry;
robotics, sensors and advanced manufacturing; securing the global food supply; and the treatment
of brain conditions.

On Jan. 22, Governor Dayton’s proposed budget included $80 million of the University’s $91.6
million request. In response to a previous request from the Governor, the U also submitted a $172.7
million capital request, primarily for maintenance of current facilities.

The regents, selected by the Minnesota Legislature, hail from all parts of the state: Chair Linda
Cohen of Minnetonka; Vice Chair David Larson of Wayzata; Clyde Allen of Moorhead; Richard
Beeson of St. Paul; Laura Brod of New Prague; Thomas Devine of Chanhassen; John Frobenius of
St. Cloud; Venora Hung of Golden Valley; Dean Johnson of Willmar; David McMillan of Duluth;
Maureen Ramirez of Mendota Heights; and Patricia Simmons of Rochester. Governor Dayton,
Senator Terri Bonoff and Representative Gene Pelowski have been invited to address the Capitol
rally, along with Kaler.

Developing metrics for financial analysis
In the Kaler administration’s ongoing efforts to analyze the university’s mission-related and
administrative oversight spending while achieving operational excellence (i.e. working more
efficiently to reduce administrative costs and free up resources to invest in students and the U’s
mission), Chief Financial Officer Richard Pfutzenreuter will present information designed to provide
a visual overview of the financial health and direction of the university. A "financial dashboard" will
provide a current snapshot and historical trends about the institution’s financial performance, and
gives the board an ongoing financial analysis tool.

Analyzing organizational structure
The board will also discuss a presentation on the job classification system redesign project and a
recently launched spans and layers analysis of the university. A preliminary report on the spans and
layers analysis will be included in a report to the Legislature on the university’s administrative costs
and operational excellence initiatives that was requested by Senators Terri Bonoff, chair of the
Senate Higher Education/Workforce Development Committee, and Majority Leader Tom Bakk.

Better serving donors
The boards of the University of Minnesota Foundation (UMF) and the Minnesota Medical
Foundation (MMF) voted Jan. 23 to merge into a single entity. The merger is designed to better
serve university donors by providing one voice for private giving at the U and ensuring greater
operational excellence in the administration of gifts, including solicitation, stewardship and asset
management.

President Kaler will ask the Board of Regents on Feb. 8 to ratify his approval of the merger. The
merger takes effect today, Feb. 1, to coincide with the planned retirement of UMF President and
CEO Steve Goldstein. The new organization will operate as the University of Minnesota Foundation.

"This merger is the right thing for our donors," Kaler said. "That we’ve come this far is a testament to
the bold volunteer leaders we have on both boards and their commitment to raising private support
to ensure student success and excellence at the university." 

Other items on the board’s agenda include:

Public engagement – Faculty and students will help present information about the U’s public
engagement activities. Public engagement connects faculty, staff, students and research to
business, government, non-profit organizations and the greater community. It is considered integral
to teaching and research, as well as the university’s public service mission. Presenters will include
Provost Karen Hanson and Andrew Furco, associate vice president for Public Engagement.
Combined heat and power plant – Regents will consider schematic designs and a capital budget
amendment to complete the nearly $95.9 million project by January 2016. The state allocated $10
million toward the project in 2012.  
Vision and direction of eLearning – Hanson will outline her vision for eLearning opportunities for
University of Minnesota students, from online courses to classroom technology.

For the agenda and related docket materials, go to www.umn.edu/regents and click on Board
Meetings.
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U of M survey: Minnesotans predict leisure travel spending in
2013

Contacts: Catherine Dehdashti, U of M Extension, ced@umn.edu, (612) 625-0237
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552
Ingrid Schneider, U of M Tourism Center, ingridss@umn.edu, (612) 624-2250

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/04/2013) —UPDATED 02/08/2013— A majority of the state's
residents spend their leisure time in Minnesota, and 67 percent said they plan to spend as much or
more of their money on leisure travel in 2013 as they did 2012, a new survey by the University of
Minnesota Tourism Center reveals.

Among respondents surveyed during the fourth quarter of 2012, almost half (48 percent) said they
plan to spend the same on leisure travel in 2013 compared to 2012, and 19 percent reported they
plan to spend more. Younger Minnesotans anticipated spending more in 2013 than did older
Minnesotans, but other demographic variables such as education level and income did not
differentiate predicted spending. 

Previous visitor research indicates travelers spend most of their travel dollars on food, followed by
nearly equal amounts on lodging, retail, recreation and transportation. "This is a continued trend in
Minnesota and is positive news for the  travel and tourism-dependent businesses," said Ingrid
Schneider, director of the Tourism Center. 

"The news is good for local economies," says Matt Kane, community economics program leader for
University of Minnesota Extension, which delivers research-based education about tourism
throughout the state. "The bulk of leisure pursuits by Minnesotans happens right here in the state.
That's an important source of dollars for many local communities that depend on tourism for jobs
and income." 

The tourism industry generates $11.9 billion in leisure and hospitality sales in Minnesota, including
$769 million in sales tax, and accounts for close to 240,000 jobs, according to Explore Minnesota
Tourism.

The research study was one of several studies supported by the Carlson Chair of Hospitality, Travel
and Tourism, and was conducted as part of the 2012 Minnesota State Survey by the Minnesota
Center for Survey Research. More than 800 telephone interviews were conducted with residents of
Minnesota aged 18 or older from October to December 2012. The margin for error was 3.5 percent. 

The University of Minnesota Tourism Center is a collaboration of University of Minnesota Extension
and the College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences. For more information on
tourism research and Extension programs, visit www.tourism.umn.edu.

Updated 02/08/2013:
In addition, there was an increase in survey respondents who predicted to spend less in 2013. The
Tourism Center is doing further analysis of this data. Because the latest survey was conducted in
late 2012 when there was a great deal of public concern about the fiscal cliff, further research is
needed to determine if these predictions represent actual behavior. 

When the same survey was conducted in late 2011 to gauge 2012 spending, 22 percent said they
would spend less on travel in 2012. That number grew to 33 percent in the survey conducted in late
2012 and inquiring about predictions for 2013.
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University of Minnesota confers honorary degree on Thomas
Sargent
Nobel Prize-winning economist was longtime U of M faculty member

Contacts: Tessa Eagan, College of Liberal Arts, teagan@umn.edu, (612) 625-3781
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/04/2013) —The University of Minnesota conferred an honorary
degree on Nobel Prize-winning economist and longtime faculty member Thomas Sargent on
Monday, February 4.

The Doctor of Science is the highest award conferred by the University of Minnesota Board of
Regents, recognizing individuals who have achieved acknowledged eminence in their field.

"Pound for pound, in terms of its accomplishments in undergraduate teaching, graduate teaching
and research, I regard the University of Minnesota as the best economics department in the world,"
said Sargent. "Graduates of the U of M form an elite group comprising many of the world's most
distinguished economists. As an economist, I am especially honored and pleased to be able to say
that I too have a degree from the University of Minnesota. I will treasure it."

Sargent, currently a professor at New York University, presented a lecture on the topic of monetary
unions before an honorary degree ceremony followed by a dessert reception.

Together with Christopher Sims, another former U of M economics professor, Sargent received the
2011 Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences. The duo’s "empirical research on cause and effect in the
macroeconomy," cited by the Nobel committee, and development of the rational expectations model
was largely done while they were faculty members in the U’s Department of Economics. Rational
expectations found that since consumers and investors adjust their behaviors whenever the
government shifts policies, these policies rarely have their intended effect.

"Professor Sargent is one of the world’s most influential economists and it is an honor to bestow on
him the University’s highest honor," said U of M President Eric Kaler, who presented the degree to
Sargent. "His work, started here at the University of Minnesota and spanning more than 40 years,
has changed modern economic thinking."

"While he was a faculty member here, Tom turned our department of economics into one of the
most renowned in the world," said College of Liberal Arts Dean James Parente. "His work with U of
M students and colleagues continues today through his role as a board member of the University’s
Heller-Hurwicz Economics Institute (HHEI) - an institute that was named in part after the late Leo
Hurwicz, who was also a co-winner of the Nobel Prize in economics in 2007."

"Tom Sargent is a giant in the field of economics," said colleague and former advisee Lawrence J.
Christiano, professor at Northwestern University. "In terms of macroeconomics, the Department of
Economics at Minnesota is one of the really top departments anywhere...This is due in no small
measure to the enormous contributions that Sargent made to macroeconomics during the years that
he was on the faculty at Minnesota."

"There are great scholars and there are great teachers. But when great scholars are also great
teachers it is the gift that keeps on giving," said Thomas F. Cooley, a colleague and economics
professor at NYU. "Tom has a passion about not just pushing back the frontiers of economics
himself but making sure that they will keep getting pushed back for many generations to come."

More information on Sargent is available here.

Select images from today’s events will be available Monday evening at: z.umn.edu/thomassargent
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University of Minnesota launches Ensia environmental media
platform
Innovative print and online magazine and event series showcases solutions to Earth’s biggest
environmental challenges

Contacts: Todd Reubold, Institute on the Environment, reub0002@umn.edu, (612) 624-6140
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/05/2013) —In response to a growing demand for trusted, solution-
focused communication about environmental topics, the University of Minnesota today announced
the launch of Ensia – an innovative online and print magazine and event series that aims to connect
people who can change the world with the ideas, information and inspiration they need to do so.

Ensia is powered by the University’s Institute on the Environment with funding from the Gordon and
Betty Moore Foundation and private donors. Cutting across disciplines, ideologies, sectors and
continents, the media platform highlights people and projects around the world that are shaping
today’s global environment.

The new online magazine, ensia.com, currently features interviews with ocean advocate Alexandra
Cousteau, architect William McDonough, former Maldivian president Mohamed Nasheed, venture
capitalist Paul Matteucci and others, along with articles and multimedia covering topics such as
climate change adaptation, cities inspired by nature, green chemistry, sustainable agriculture, B
corporations, geothermal energy, recycled art and more.

Over the coming weeks, the magazine will feature commentaries from leading environmental
thinkers including Fortune contributing editor Marc Gunther, futurist Jamais Cascio, renewable
energy expert Peggy Liu, author Maggie Koerth-Baker, economist Gernot Wagner and many others.
The Ensia Live events series will also take place this spring in Minneapolis and feature talks from
some of today’s top environmental visionaries.

 "Ensia is committed to bringing environmental leaders something new every day—new challenges,
new solutions, new perspectives, new people—in a format that’s engaging as well as informative.
And, thanks to its unusual design, it’s ideal for viewing on phones, tablets, laptops or desktop
computers," said Todd Reubold, Ensia director and founding editor.

Ensia has a lofty goal: To change the world. "The world desperately needs innovative environmental
solutions, and Ensia will provide them through an engaging and powerful new media platform," said
Jonathan Foley, director of the University’s Institute on the Environment.  "While traditional
environmental voices have often focused on the problems, with a doom and gloom tone, we are
focusing on solutions, and showing that a better future is possible."

"The Institute on the Environment is extremely proud to host the Ensia project. It is part of our larger
mission to solve the world’s biggest environmental problems," Foley said.  "We aim to make Ensia
the world’s leading clearinghouse of environmental knowledge, innovation and inspiration."

Ensia builds on the success of its predecessor, Momentum, a magazine and event series that over
the past four years has garnered international attention for its innovative approach to drawing
solution-focused attention to Earth’s most pressing environmental challenges.

The University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment seeks lasting solutions to Earth's biggest
challenges through research, partnerships and leadership development. For more information, visit
environment.umn.edu.
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Support the U Day rally to be held at State Capitol Feb. 7

What: Support the U Day rally
When: 12 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 7
Where: State Capitol Rotunda

Contacts: Julie Christensen, University News Service, jrchris@umn.edu, (612) 626-1720

February 5, 2013

The University of Minnesota’s Board of Regents will join President Eric Kaler and students from the
U’s five campuses at the State Capitol between noon and 3 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 7. The annual
student-organized “Support the U Day” will allow participants to rally in the Capitol Rotunda and
urge legislators’ support for a proposed two-year tuition freeze for resident undergraduate students.

The freeze is part of the university’s biennial budget request, which also commits the university to
save $28 million in operating costs and meet performance and accountability measures. The
request also provides $18 million in recurring funding to establish the Minnesota Discovery,
Research and InnoVation Economy (MnDRIVE) fund. MnDRIVE aims to advance research that
helps Minnesota companies enhance leadership in environmentally sound mining and industry;
robotics, sensors and advanced manufacturing; securing the global food supply; and the treatment
of brain conditions.

The regents, selected by the Minnesota Legislature, hail from all parts of the state: Chair Linda
Cohen of Minnetonka; Vice Chair David Larson of Wayzata; Clyde Allen of Moorhead; Richard
Beeson of St. Paul; Laura Brod of New Prague; Thomas Devine of Chanhassen; John Frobenius of
St. Cloud; Venora Hung of Golden Valley; Dean Johnson of Willmar; David McMillan of Duluth;
Maureen Ramirez of Mendota Heights; and Patricia Simmons of Rochester.

Gov. Mark Dayton, Sen. Terri Bonoff and Rep. Gene Pelowski have been invited to address the
Capitol rally, along with Kaler.

The event is organized by members of the Minnesota Student Legislative Coalition (MSLC).
Transportation is provided to and from the Capitol, with shuttle buses running between Coffman
Memorial Union and the Capitol’s front steps.  

The day’s events are as follows:
11 a.m. – Registration, Capitol Rotunda
12 p.m. – Rally, Capitol Rotunda
12:30 p.m. – Lunch, Capitol Great Hall
1-3 p.m. – Meetings with legislators
1-3 p.m. – Discover the U exhibits, Capitol rotunda

For registration and more information about Support the U Day rally, visit supporttheu.umn.edu. 
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U of M Twin Cities named 'Best Value College' by The Princeton
Review

Contacts: Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/05/2013) —The University of Minnesota Twin Cities (UMTC) has
been named a ‘Best Value College’ for 2013 by The Princeton Review.

The University’s commitment to academic excellence, financial aid availability and the overall value
of an education at the U of M’s Twin Cities campus has again merited inclusion on this year’s Best
Values list.

2013 marks the third consecutive year that UMTC has been selected as a ‘Best Value College’ - a
testament to the University’s commitment to provide students with a world-class education at a great
value.

The U is one of the 75 public and 75 private colleges The Princeton Review designates as "Best
Values" based on assessments that examined more than 30 data points covering academics, cost
and financial aid. The 150 schools were chosen from 650 colleges and universities at which The
Princeton Review conducted institutional and student surveys for this project in 2011-12.

The Princeton Review's "Best Value Colleges" list appears in two free online resources and a
companion book released today.

The Princeton Review posted its list and profiles of the schools at
http://www.princetonreview.com/best-value-colleges.aspx and USA TODAY posted an exclusive
"Best Value Colleges" interactive database at a dedicated area on USATODAY.com:
http://bestvaluecolleges.usatoday.com. There, users can access detailed information about each
college and sort the list several ways including by state, tuition, enrollment, and average freshman
grant.
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Upcoming events on the U of M campus

Contacts: University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/06/2013) —Please find below a list of select upcoming University of
Minnesota-related events. For the full U of M events calendar, visit www.events.umn.edu.

Feb. 23 - Elect Her–Campus Women Win
The University of Minnesota will be one of 39 campus sites across the United States and Jamaica to
host Elect Her–Campus Women Win, a nationwide program that encourages college women to get
involved in leadership roles, including in student government and future public office.

The training, which is open to undergraduate and graduate/professional students, will take place on
Saturday, Feb. 23, 2013 in Coffman Memorial Union, 300 Washington Avenue S.E., Minneapolis.
Topics include skills such as how to build a constituency, how to craft a message and how to speak
confidently and present oneself as a candidate.  Outside experts and current and former student
government officials speak to participants about their experiences and what they have learned from
running for office.

For more information about the event, visit http://diversity.umn.edu/women/electher.

Ongoing - 'Bibliophilia: Collecting Black Books' on display in Hennepin Gallery
The Archie Givens, Sr., Collection of African American Literature of the University of Minnesota
Libraries honors Black History Month with an exhibit from February 1 to 26 in the Hennepin Gallery. 

The Hennepin Gallery is free and open to the public Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., at
the Hennepin County Government Center, A Level, 300. S. Sixth St., Minneapolis.

Many of the books on exhibit are rare first editions, some of which have been out of print for many
years, and some have also been signed, inscribed, and/or illustrated by the authors. Others include
striking covers designed by iconic artists. In this digital age, these books as objects take on new
meaning, often carrying new stories told by the wear and tear from a journey across time and
through many hands.

More information about the Givens Collection is at www.lib.umn.edu/scrbm/givens.

Ongoing - Josephine Lutz Rollins Fellowship Exhibition
Josephine Lutz Rollins was on the Department of Art faculty for nearly 40 years. After her death, her
family established a fellowship that continues to support women MFA students. This exhibition,
running concurrently with The House We Built: Feminist Art Then and Now in the Katherine E. Nash
Gallery, celebrates the legacy of Lutz Rollins and the fellowship recipients; all work on exhibit is for
sale, to benefit the fund.

The exhibition, which is free and open to the public, runs through Feb. 23 and is located in the
Quarter Gallery at Regis Center for Art, 405 21st Avenue S., Minneapolis. Gallery hours are 11 am
to 7 pm, Tuesday through Saturday.

Ongoing - Creating the World for the Stage: 1893-1929: An Exhibit of Scenic Sketches
Before movies and television, American audiences filled theatres and vaudeville stages to escape
the monotony of everyday life. This exhibit from the Performing Arts Archives, guest curated by
Lance Brockman (theatre arts and dance), explores the exotic worlds created by the scenic artists
for both public theatres and private fraternal spaces of the Freemasons. The exhibit, which is free
and open to the public, runs through March 15 and is located at the Elmer L. Andersen Library, 222
21st Avenue S., Minneapolis.
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Steven Crouch, dean of the College of Science and
Engineering and newly-elected member of the National
Academy of Engineering

University of
Minnesota
professor
Steven
Crouch
elected to the
National
Academy of
Engineering
Dean of the College
of Science and
Engineering receives
highest professional
honor awarded to an
engineer

Contacts: Rhonda
Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/07/2013) —Steven Crouch, professor of civil engineering and dean
of the College of Science and Engineering at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities, has been
elected to the National Academy of Engineering (NAE). The announcement of 69 new members and
11 foreign associates was made today by NAE President Charles M. Vest.

Election to the National Academy of Engineering is among the highest professional distinctions
accorded to an engineer. Academy membership honors those who have made outstanding
contributions to "engineering research, practice, or education, including, where appropriate,
significant contributions to the engineering literature," and to the "pioneering of new and developing
fields of technology, making major advancements in traditional fields of engineering, or
developing/implementing innovative approaches to engineering education."

"This is a tremendous honor for a deserving researcher, a dedicated educator, and a great leader,"
said University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler, who was elected to the NAE in 2010. "Dean
Crouch’s election to the National Academy of Engineering is a testament to his deserved standing
as a true leader in his field. We are proud of his career and of his leadership of our College of
Science and Engineering."

Crouch is recognized by the NAE for his contributions to simulation methodology for the behavior of
fractured rock masses.

"This is an honor of a lifetime and an honor for Minnesota as well," Crouch said. "It recognizes the
ongoing research conducted here at the University of Minnesota and the lasting contributions made
to the field of engineering."

Crouch’s research focuses on numerical modeling of problems in solid mechanics using boundary
integral equation methods. His early research dealt with the stability of underground mine openings;
more recently, he has studied numerical stress analysis techniques for fiber-reinforced and
particulate composite materials. In the mid-1970s he developed a special numerical method called
the displacement discontinuity method, a widely used tool for solving problems ranging from crack
propagation in elastic solids to the design of underground mining excavations in jointed and faulted
rock.

Crouch has received numerous other awards and is coauthor (with A. M. Starfield) of the book
Boundary Element Methods in Solid Mechanics, which has been translated into Chinese and
Russian.

Before becoming dean in January 2005, Crouch served as the college’s associate dean for finance
and planning (1997-2004) and as head of the civil engineering department (1987-1997). Prior to
joining the University faculty in 1970, he was a research officer for the Mining Research Laboratory
of the Chamber of Mines of South Africa. He received bachelor's, master's, and doctoral degrees in
mineral engineering from the University of Minnesota (in 1966, 1967, and 1970, respectively).

Today’s NAE election brings the total U.S. membership to 2,250 and the number of foreign
associates to 211. More information on today’s elections, including a list of the newly elected
members and foreign associates, is available here.

About the National Academy of Engineering
Founded in 1964, the National Academy of Engineering (NAE) is a private, independent, nonprofit
institution that provides engineering leadership in service to the nation. The mission of the National
Academy of Engineering is to advance the well-being of the nation by promoting a vibrant
engineering profession and by marshalling the expertise and insights of eminent engineers to
provide independent advice to the federal government on matters involving engineering and
technology. For more information, visit www.nae.edu.
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University of Minnesota Board of Regents review efforts to
improve efficiency and effectiveness
President Kaler announces enhancements to summer curriculum

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/08/2013) —Another step in University of Minnesota President Eric
Kaler’s Operational Excellence initiative is unfolding. In its meeting today, the Board of Regents
discussed the university’s hiring of Sibson Consulting at a cost of $48,000 to examine the
university’s structure.

Sibson Consulting, a national strategic human resource consulting firm, will review the layers of
administration from top to bottom and the number of employees that directly report to each
supervisor. The purpose of the analysis is to  determine whether the U’s organizational structure can
be simplified and effectiveness improved.

"In short, the analysis will answer the question: Does the University have the appropriate number of
organizational levels and do managers at various levels oversee the proper number of people,"
Kaler explained.

The analysis is one piece of the U’s larger efforts to reorganize its human resources and other
systems to become more efficient.

"This broad work will give the university additional data, tools and estimates for future cost savings
so we can invest in our students, our mission and provide the high return on investment
Minnesotans expect," Kaler said.

A preliminary spans and layers analysis will be included in a report to the Legislature on March 15,
which will also contain a progress report on efforts to benchmark the university’s IT, HR, finance
operations and purchasing costs against peer institutions. A request for proposal for the benchmark
work will be issued soon.

Three-period plan
A year ago, Kaler asked a committee to examine how the university could better utilize university
facilities and academic programs during the summer. It was determined that although a full summer
calendar was not needed at this time, there are strategic opportunities to enhance the summer
curriculum on the Twin Cities campus to provide greater access to students. Kaler informed Regents
about the initial three-period strategy, which includes:

The launch of a pilot program in the College of Design in which two new undergraduate degree
programs in Graphic Design and Retail Merchandising are adding three semester option, and the
traditional four-year program will remain.
Ensuring that every category in Liberal Education Curriculum has one offering in the summer to
enhance degree completion.
Starting in 2014, the summer curriculum will be standardized for most undergraduate courses to one
seven-week term, from early June to late July.

Public engagement benefits Minnesota
University-driven collaboration to reduce health disparities, strengthen school success and build a
far-reaching bioenergy system were among the public engagement activities discussed today.

Senior Vice President and Provost Karen Hanson and Andrew Furco, associate vice president for
public engagement, highlighted the university’s ongoing commitment to public engagement and its
nationally recognized initiatives to expand community-engaged partnerships across academic
programs.

"Our faculty, staff and students are building partnerships to address critical social problems, whether
through our Extension offices across Minnesota, community-based achievement gap initiatives, or
global research partnerships focused on a broad range of issues—from food security to cures for
advanced brain diseases," Hanson said. "Through these efforts, the public and our students derive
a variety of benefits, and the university actively pursues its research, teaching and public service
missions."

Collaboration with MnSCU
Board Chair Linda Cohen reported that she, Vice Chair David Larson and President Kaler met with
their Minnesota State Colleges and Universities counterparts Chancellor Steven Rosenstone,
MnSCU’s Board of Trustees Chair Clarence Hightower, Vice Chair Thomas Renier and Treasurer
Michael Vekich to explore additional collaboration opportunities between the institutions.

"This was our second meeting in recent months and demonstrates our mutual commitment to
ensuring that the U and MnSCU are working together to serve the higher education needs of
Minnesotans," Cohen said.

Kaler and Rosenstone and their teams have been exchanging ideas and identifying areas for
greater partnership including: smoother degree pathways and academic program coordination
between the systems, stronger collaboration around strategic sourcing and procurement and joint
information technology initiatives.

Support the U Day
More than 350 students from all five campuses attended the annual student-organized "Support the
U Day" rally at the Capitol Rotunda Thursday to urge legislators’ support for the university’s budget
request. The university’s Board of Regents and President Kaler joined students at the event.

Other Board news included:
•Vice President for Research – Brian Herman was introduced by Kaler.
•Financial analysis metrics – Chief Financial Officer Richard Pfutzenreuter presented the regents
with a visual overview of the financial health and direction of the university. The "financial
dashboard" provides a current snapshot and historical comparison about the institution’s financial
performance, and provides an ongoing financial analysis tool.
•Better serving donors – The Regents ratified President Kaler’s approval of the University of
Minnesota Foundation and the Minnesota Medical Foundation merger. The new University of
Minnesota Foundation provides one voice for private giving at the U and ensures greater
operational excellence in the administration of gifts, including solicitation, stewardship and asset
management.
•Vision and direction of eLearning – Provost Hanson and Wendy Lougee, university librarian and
McKnight Presidential Professor, discussed the university’s eLearning efforts and future direction,
from enhanced or blended classrooms to fully online courses. The U’s eLearning strategy directly
supports the university’s academic and institutional priorities by:

Improving undergraduate teaching and learning
Supporting increased graduation and retention rates
Providing graduate and professional students with alternative access to select post-baccalaureate
programs

 •Alcohol policy amendment – The board amended its Alcoholic Beverages on Campus policy to
permit the president to grant exceptions allowing alcohol promotion, marketing, advertising or
sponsorships at non-university events. The change will help maximize the use of university facilities,
including TCF Bank Stadium, as community event venues. Since many entertainment and music
tours are sponsored by alcoholic beverage companies, this change provides an important revenue
opportunity for the university.
•Combined heat and power plant – Regents approved schematic designs and a capital budget
amendment to complete the nearly $95.9 million project by January 2016. The Minnesota
Legislature allocated $10 million toward the project in 2012.
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Initiative for Renewable Energy and the Environment grants
final round of renewable energy research funds

Contacts: Mary Hoff, Institute on the Environment, maryhoff@umn.edu, (612) 626-2670
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/13/2013) —Sustainable bioenergy, microgrids, energy storage and
more are among the peer-reviewed investments in clean energy advances being funded by the
Initiative for Renewable Energy and the Environment at the Institute on the Environment in the final
round of IREE’s nine-year-long renewable energy grants administration program.

IREE awarded $2.6 million to seven renewable energy research projects, which will begin in early
2013. Recipients were selected by a national team of panelists based on scientific and technical
merit and the potential for high-impact technologies demonstrating a substantial likelihood of
success in the near to mid term. The selected proposals feature highly integrated and
interdisciplinary membership.

LandLabs: Developing Sustainable Bioenergy Systems by Integrating Technology R&D With Policy,
Economic and Ecological Analysis and Innovation
Nicholas Jordan, lead (College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences)

Working with community and industrial partners, the LandLabs team will develop a new
commercialization pathway—ammonia fiber expansion—for lignocellulosic bioenergy. The project
will develop a decision support tool to assess economic and environmental performance for various
feedstock production, harvest and transport systems.

Data and Control of Renewable Energy Sources in Microgrids
Georgios B. Giannakis, lead (College of Science and Engineering)

This project aspires to increase the penetration of renewable energy sources into sustainable
microgrids. This holistic framework will provide the first-even joint investigation of geography-based
energy source configuration, in-house controller design, microgrid level power management,
monitoring and scheduling driven by grid data analytics, electric vehicle integration and technology
adoption.

Innovating for Sustainable Electricity Systems: Integrating Variable Renewables, Regional Grids
and Distributed Resources
Elizabeth Wilson, lead (Humphrey School of Public Affairs)

This research targets three integrated aspects of the complex electrical system: developing control
technologies, dispatch algorithms, and policy analysis and market research important for the
creation of sustainable electricity systems in the 11-state Midwest Independent Transmission
System Operatory (MISO) region.

Enabling the Next Generation of Super Hybrid Transit Bus
David Kittelson, lead (College of Science and Engineering)

Working with Metro Transit and others, this team will establish the research foundation for
transformational improvements in bus technology to provide the basis for the future selection and
use of buses with an appropriate level of hybridization, ranging from electrification of accessories
with traditional propulsion to fully electrified super-hybrids in northern climates.

Integration of Renewable and Efficient Energy Technologies to "Green" Energy Consumed in
Agricultural Production Systems
Mike Reese, lead (College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences)

This project aims to reduce fossil-fuel consumption in agricultural production systems through
renewable energy generation, energy conservation and energy optimization. Baseline energy audits
and life cycle analysis (LCA) will be performed on conventional and organic dairy and cropping
systems, measuring energy inputs and outputs of products and calculating greenhouse gas
emissions. Energy-optimized systems that significantly improve efficiency, increase on-farm
generation and decrease GHG emissions will be developed, evaluated and demonstrated.

Integrated Thermochemical Biorefinery for Production of Biofuels and Agricultural Fertilizers From
Animal Manures and Municipal Waste
Ken Valentas, lead (BioTechnology Institute)

This project will further develop the hydrothermal carbonization (HTC) process. Previous work
supported by IREE has demonstrated that the HTC process can convert 3-4 percent solids livestock
or municipal waste feedstocks to a low-ash char with a heating value similar to high BTU coal with a
significantly positive energy balance. The process simultaneously economically recovers
phosphorus and fatty acids for conversion to fertilizer supplements and green jet or diesel fuel.

Compressed air storage (CAES) in Northern Minnesota Using Underground Mine Workings
Donald Fosnacht, lead (University of Minnesota Duluth – Natural Resources Research Institute)

This project will evaluate the potential use of compressed air energy storage systems using existing
underground mine workings or created caverns from new mining operations. The stored
compressed air can be used to generate electricity when it is released from the underground
storage facility. The envisioned system will capture renewable electrical energy generated during
periods of low demand for power generation at times of peak demand.

These are the last major grants to be awarded by IREE, since the 2012 Minnesota Legislature
discontinued funding to IREE from the Xcel Energy Renewable Energy Development fund.

Each of these projects received supplemental funding specifically for the purpose of supporting
undergraduate students. These funds are from previous E3 conference net proceeds, which were
earmarked to support undergraduate education.

IREE is a program of the University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment, which seeks lasting
solutions to Earth’s biggest challenges through research, partnerships and leadership development.
For more information visit environment.umn.edu.

© 2009–2014 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.
The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer

mailto:maryhoff@umn.edu
http://www1.umn.edu/news/contacts/#Matt%20Hodson
mailto:mjhodson@umn.edu
http://environment.umn.edu/


New national and state estimates of America's unauthorized
immigrant population released
Minnesota’s statistics mirror the nation

Media Note: The authors will be in New York for the release of this research on Friday, Feb.
15. They are available for interviews via phone after 11am Central time.  

Contacts: Tessa Eagan, College of Liberal Arts, teagan@umn.edu, 612-625-3781
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/15/2013) —The number of unauthorized immigrants arriving in the
U.S. peaked at more than one million annually between 1999 and 2001, and then declined rapidly
thereafter, found a study co-authored by U of M Sociology professor John Robert Warren and
released today in the peer-reviewed journal International Migration Review (IMR). 

However, because the number of unauthorized immigrants leaving the country has risen steadily
over time, in 2008 and 2009 the U.S. actually lost more unauthorized immigrants than it gained. 

The report, titled "Unauthorized Immigration to the United States: Annual Estimates and
Components of Change, by State, 1990 to 2010," provides new state and national estimates of the
total size of the unauthorized immigrant population through January 2010. The study’s lead author is
Robert Warren, formerly of the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS).

"One unique feature of our estimates is that we can also describe the numbers of unauthorized
immigrants entering and leaving the population each year," noted the U of M’s Warren. "Another is
that we produce reliable annual estimates for each state as well as for the country as a whole."

The authors estimate that about 100,000 unauthorized immigrants lived in Minnesota in 2010.  Like
the country as a whole, the number of unauthorized immigrants entering Minnesota has declined
after peaking between 1999 and 2001.  Because the number of unauthorized immigrants leaving
Minnesota has grown steadily over time, the state’s total population of unauthorized immigrants fell
in 2008 and 2009.  In 2009, for example, the report estimates that about 5,000 unauthorized
immigrants came to Minnesota while about 7,000 left (mainly via removal by the Department of
Homeland Security and through voluntary emigration). 

The authors also find that:

The total number of unauthorized immigrants in the United States was about 11.7 million in January
2010, about 4 million higher than it was in 2000.

However, the United States lost more unauthorized immigrants than it gained in both 2008 and
2009.

In January 2010, nearly 3 million unauthorized immigrants --- about 25 percent of the nation’s total --
- resided in California. Near two-thirds of all unauthorized immigrants lived in just seven states:
California, Texas, Florida, New York, Illinois, New Jersey, and Georgia.

Between 2000 and 2009, inflows declined in every state except Mississippi (and Washington, D.C.),
and outflows increased in every state. As a result, 29 states and D.C. experienced net losses in
their populations of unauthorized immigrants in 2009.

The seven states with the fastest growing populations of unauthorized immigrants over the past two
decades, in declining order, were in the southeast: Alabama, South Carolina, North Carolina,
Tennessee, Arkansas, Kentucky, and Georgia. In each of these states, the unauthorized immigrant
population was more than 11 times larger in 2010 than it was in 1990.

"The study represents the most comprehensive analysis of the U.S. unauthorized population to
date," said Ellen Percy Kraly, editor of IMR and professor of geography at Colgate University. "It
highlights the dynamic nature of the unauthorized population, particularly the role of departures, and
uniquely provides trends – annual estimates over two decades – for each state. This research also
anticipates the critical contribution of demographic analysis to U.S. immigration policy evaluation
and development."

The full study is available at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.12022/full.
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Upcoming events at the U of M Twin Cities campus

Contacts: University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/20/2013) —Please find below a list of select upcoming University of
Minnesota-related events. For the full U of M events calendar, visit www.events.umn.edu.

Thursday, Feb. 21 - Paul O. Zelinsky: Reflecting on Children's Book Art
Paul O. Zelinsky, recognized as one of the most inventive and critically successful artists in his field,
will talk about his recent experience as a judge of the Ezra Jack Keats Book Award. Zelinsky will
share what he was looking for in the submitted works, and reflect on his own work.

A reception begins at 6:30 p.m., followed by a 7:00 p.m. lecture and book signing from 8:00-8:30
p.m., Thursday, Feb. 21. All events will be held in Room 120 of the Elmer L. Andersen Library, 222
21st Ave S., Minneapolis. The event is free and open to the public.

Zelinsky's illustrations have won wide acclaim and many awards, including the Caldecott Medal for
his retelling of "Rapunzel" and three Caldecott Honors for "Hansel and Gretel," "Rumpelstiltskin"
and "Swamp Angel." His movable "Wheels on the Bus" has become a perennial favorite among
toddlers.

For more information, visit https://events.umn.edu/Paul-O-Zelinsky-Reflecting-on-Childrens-Book-
Art-025944.htm

Wednesday, Feb. 27 - Creative City Public Presentations
Five finalists, including a team from the U of M’s College of Design chosen for the final phase of the
Creative City Challenge at the Minneapolis Convention Center will present their proposals at 5:30
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 27 in Room 100 of Rapson Hall, 89 Church Street S.E., Minneapolis. The
presentations are open to the public and admission is free.

Nominees were selected through public voting, which took place on the Minneapolis Convention
Center Facebook site.

The project submitted by the College of Design team, "Lakeforms," proposes to build a digitally
fabricated pavilion that emerges from the Convention Center plaza.

Thursday, Feb. 28 – State of the University address
University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler will outline his plans to move the university forward
during the upcoming year in his second State of the University address on Thursday, Feb. 28 from
3:30-4:30 p.m. at the Coffman Memorial Union Theater, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis.

There will be a moderated question-and-answer period following the address. Faculty, staff and
students may submit questions in advance on this form. President Kaler will also accept questions
during the event via Twitter (using the hashtag #UMNsotu) and note cards submitted by on-site
attendees at Coffman Theater, in addition to his website.

For more information visit, http://www1.umn.edu/president/speeches-and-writing/state-of-university-
2013/

Thursday, Feb. 28 – Neuroeconomics and the governance of choice
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Professor Natasha Dow Schüll, Ph. D., will explore how
neuroeconomics, a marriage of behavioral economics and neuroscience, is tracking what happens
in our brains when we make decisions that value the present at the expense of the future. She’ll
also discuss how policy makers are using this science to find better ways of guiding and governing
behavior.

The lecture takes places Thursday, Feb. 28, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Cowles Auditorium,
Humphrey School of Public Affairs, 301 19th Avenue S., Minneapolis. It is free and open to the
public, but registration is suggested.

Schüll is a guest of the Consortium on Law and Values in Health, Environment & the Life Sciences.
The lecture commentator is Professor Francis Shen from the U of M Law School.

For more information, visit
http://lawvalue.umn.edu/newsevents/lectures/lhls/neuroeconomicsandtheGovernanceofChoice/home.html

Thursday, Feb. 28 - Opening Reception: ‘Dance of Words’
A group exhibition of artworks that reference the use of text and calligraphic traditions found in many
languages and cultures, ‘Dance of Words’ is on display in the Quarter Gallery in the Regis Center
for Art, 405 21st Avenue S., Minneapolis.

In this exhibition, artworks celebrate the aesthetics of the written word and examine this interaction
between the dual messages of text and connotation.

The group exhibition will open with a reception from 6-8:00 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 28 at the Regis
Center and includes a performance by the Amwaaj Arabic Music Ensemble. The exhibit runs
through March 15. The gallery is open 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday through Friday. Admission is free.

More information is available about this event at https://events.umn.edu/024028

Monday, March 4 – An Unprecedented Relationship: Evangelicals, Jews, Israel and the
Messianic Times
Many have noticed in the last few decades the supportive relations that evangelical Christians have
developed toward Jews and especially the state of Israel. What brings born-again Christians to take
interest in Jews, contribute to Jewish causes and offer political backing to the state of Israel?

In this open discussion, held Monday, March 4 at 7:30 p.m. at Temple Israel, 2324 Emerson Ave.,
Minneapolis, University of Chicago Professor Yaakov Ariel will explore the historical roots and
theological motivation of the evangelical interest in the Jews and the manner it has manifested itself
since the 19th century.

This event is sponsored by the U of M’s Departments of Jewish Studies, Classical and Near Eastern
Studies, Religious Studies and American Studies in addition to the Jewish Community Relations
Council, and Temple Israel.

For more information, visit https://events.umn.edu/An-Unprecedented-Relationship-Evangelicals-
Jews-Israel-and-the-Messianic-Ti.htm

Thursday, March 7—Author Martha Nussbaum on ‘Not for Profit: Why Democracy Needs the
Humanities’
Award-winning author and celebrated philosopher Martha C. Nussbaum will speak on the
importance of the humanities at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 7 in Room 100 of Rapson Hall, 89 Church
Street S.E., Minneapolis. 

The Ernst Freund Distinguished Service Professor of Law and Ethics with appointments in law and
philosophy at the University of Chicago, Nussbaum argues that a shortsighted focus on profitable
skills threatens to erode our ability to criticize authority, reduce our sympathy with the marginalized
and different, and damage our competence to deal with complex global problems.

Nussbaum’s talk is sponsored by the U of M’s Department of Philosophy and College of Liberal
Arts, through a grant from the University’s Imagine Fund, which supports projects in the arts,
humanities, and design. 

For more information about the event, visit https://events.umn.edu/Not-For-Profit-Why-Democracy-
Needs-the-Humanities-|-A-Talk-by-Celebrated-Ph.htm
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University of
Minnesota
joins with
Coursera to
offer free
courses
online

Contacts: Julie
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(612) 626-1720

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/20/2013) —The University of Minnesota will partner with Coursera, a
leading massive open online course (MOOC) platform, to develop free online courses as part of the
university’s efforts to improve teaching and learning through technology.

“We’re excited by the opportunity to explore innovative ways of using e-learning to extend the reach
of University of Minnesota educational offerings across the state, nation and globe,” said University
Provost Karen Hanson. “This partnership will give people from around the world the opportunity to
learn from the U’s world-class faculty at a time when we are working harder than ever to increase
access to higher education, reach broader audiences and strengthen our land-grant mission.”

Coursera, which launched in April 2012 and was co-founded by two Stanford computer science
professors, provides an interactive learning experience. Effective teaching strategies are combined
with video lectures, interactive content and a global community of peers to offer students a unique
online learning experience. The platform enables professors to teach tens or hundreds of thousands
of students per course. To date, Coursera has registered more than 2.7 million users and is seeing
approximately 1.45 course enrollments per month.

“I applaud the University of Minnesota for taking advantage of emerging technologies to provide
high-quality educational experiences,” said Larry Pogemiller, director of the Minnesota Office of
Higher Education.

At this time, the University of Minnesota does not provide credit for the completion of MOOCs. The
university is working on a process that would allow currently enrolled U of M students to earn credit
for completion of U of M offerings from Coursera by integrating them with existing academic
courses.

Hanson said the nonexclusive partnership will inform the university’s long-term strategy for e-
learning, to improve learning outcomes and course availability. In addition to MOOCs, the U of M e-
learning strategy includes improving undergraduate teaching and learning by targeting selected
programs and courses for enhancement and redesign. The strategy also aims to provide graduate
and professional students with alternative access to select post-baccalaureate programs by offering
them in online or blended formats, which combine face-to-face classroom methods with technology-
supported learning.

Coursera course design is grounded in research-based pedagogical foundations that are proven to
contribute to student learning and engagement. The U will draw from the experience of students
enrolled in its MOOCs to enhance curricula, pedagogy and course design, researching how people
learn.

Five University of Minnesota faculty members plan to offer Coursera courses:

Professor Chris Cramer, College of Science and Engineering, “Statistical Molecular
Thermodynamics”
Assistant Professor Jason Hill, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
“Sustainability of Food Systems: A Global Life Cycle Perspective”
Assistant Professor Karen Monsen, School of Nursing, “Interprofessional Healthcare Informatics”
Associate Professor Michael Oakes, School of Public Health, “Social Epidemiology”
Professor Peggy Root, College of Veterinary Medicine, “Canine Theriogenology for Dog
Enthusiasts”

Faculty members across other disciplines are developing additional courses to be offered beginning
in fall 2013.

Coursera will not charge the University of Minnesota for hosting its courses, and the U will retain the
rights to course content. The U may repurpose its Coursera content to enhance traditional course
offerings for enrolled, credit-seeking students.

Earlier this month, the American Council on Education (ACE) announced that four undergraduate
courses offered through Coursera are eligible for ACE credit recommendations if students take an
identity-verified, proctored exam. These are the first MOOCs approved for college credit. However,
credit is granted at the discretion of each institution.

The University of Minnesota is one of four Big Ten institutions joining with Coursera today
(Northwestern University, Penn State University and the University of Wisconsin). Three other Big
Ten peers (University of Illinois, Ohio State University and University of Michigan) currently offer
courses through Coursera, as well as the University of Maryland, which becomes part of the Big Ten
Conference in 2014.

For more information on the University of Minnesota’s e-learning strategy, visit
academic.umn.edu/provost.

For more information on Coursera, visit coursera.org.
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Acara Challenge selects student teams to address societal and
environmental challenges
Student entrepreneurs from universities in the United States and India will be provided opportunities
and resources to further develop innovative business solutions

Media Note: Two-minute video presentations for each winning team may be viewed via YouTube by
clicking the link on each project name.

Contacts: Mary Hoff, Institute on the Environment, maryhoff@umn.edu, (612) 626-2670
Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/20/2013) —Seven teams of collaborating student entrepreneurs
from universities in the United States and India have been selected winners of the 2012-2013 Acara
Challenge, a competition co-sponsored by the University of Minnesota’s Institute on the
Environment and the College of Science and Engineering. The selected teams will be provided the
opportunity and resources to further develop their innovative business solutions for environmental
and social challenges.

Three Gold Level winners will receive $1,500 toward pilot expenses, Silver Level honorees will
receive $1,000 and Bronze Level recipients get $500. Winning teams on all three levels also receive
four individual scholarships to the Acara Summer Institute in Bangalore, India.

"We are thrilled to be working with talented, enthusiastic students, who are eager to tackle grand
challenges globally and locally. Our society is lucky to have an emerging generation of global
leaders that exude ingenuity, talent and compassionate vision," said Julian Marshall, Acara co-
director and assistant professor of environmental engineering in the university’s College of Science
and Engineering . "All of us at Acara look forward to working with these students as they grow their
innovative solutions into successful ventures."

The Acara Challenge, which began in 2009, aims to develop students’ experience in real world
situations. Faced with the task of improving society, students are taught to seek solutions to a
problem that are creative, sustainable and have real impact.

Winning teams include students representing eight different University of Minnesota colleges and
schools.

The teams selected to receive further financial support from Acara are:

Gold Level

BlueFood Fish and Greens
This business, developed by a team of University of Minnesota students, will produce year-round,
premium fish and greens for the local foods market in the Twin Cities. Selling primarily to high-end
restaurants, BlueFood uses proven aquaponics technology to grow mercury-free fish indoors right in
their customer’s backyard. Students are from the U’s College of Design, College of Food,
Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences, College of Liberal Arts and College of Science and
Engineering.  

Humble Commode
A partnership between the University of Cincinnati and the Indian Institute of Technology in Roorke,
India, this business creates sustainable sanitation solutions that harness resources and address
contemporary concerns of the Gram Panchayats in rural India. By investing in infrastructure that
efficiently harnesses the potential of human waste, Humble Commode increases economic and
geographic access to agricultural resources that increase yields and decrease dependence on
outside institutions. 

PurePots
Designed by students from the University of Minnesota and Xavier Institute of Management in
Bhubaneswar, India, this business will offer a clean drinking water treatment method using a water
storage vessel and silver-impregnated ceramic filter pot. This easy, affordable treatment solution will
enable residents of Bhubaneswar’s Salia Sahi slum pull to enjoy a previously unattainable quality of
life. University of Minnesota team members are from the Carlson School of Management, College of
Science and Engineering and the School of Public Health. 

Silver Level

Cincivell
This collaboration between the University of Cincinnati and the Vellore (India) Institute of Technology
will offer a low tech but highly effective way for the tanneries in Tamil Nadu, India to remove
hexavalent chromium from their run-off. The Cincivell design takes an abundant and unused by-
product of the local sugar industry, bagasse fly ash, and repurposes it as a filter to capture and
remove the pollutant.

Nutricycle
University of Minnesota and Xavier Institute of Management students will seize the opportunity
presented by India’s growing composting and urban agriculture movements. Partnering with the
Aradhana apartments in Bhubaneswar during their pilot phase, Nutricycle will demonstrate the
ability of community composting to improve an existing waste management system, while
empowering clients to grow their own fresh, healthy vegetables. University of Minnesota team
members are from the College of Science and Engineering and the Humphrey School of Public
Affairs.

Bronze Level

doGoodapps
A University of Minnesota student has designed an app store where developers receive exposure in
exchange for philanthropy. By donating a significant portion of their revenue to a general fund,
developers receive reviews and are potentially introduced to a new user base via the doGoodApps
site, while monies donated to the general fund will be distributed to a different non-profit
organization quarterly. The student is from the College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource
Sciences.

TurtleKing Workshop
This business, developed by a team of University of Minnesota students, will design, build and sell
Minnesota-made longboards. In addition to providing an environmentally friendly means of local
transportation, TurtleKing will incorporate a work-training program for local youths into their
business structure. Students are from the College of Continuing Education and College of Liberal
Arts.

While not receiving additional finances, the following teams will continue to receive institutional
support from Acara:

Honorable Mentions

Community Shops
This partnership between the University of Minnesota and Xavier Institute of Management will utilize
bulk buying and distribution strategy to bring goods to low-income consumers at a lower price.
University of Minnesota team members are from the College of Design and the College of Science
and Engineering.

Halki Kursi
Teams from Cornell University and the K. J. Somaiya Institute of Management Studies & Research
in Mumbai, India, have created an affordable, compact and ergonomically designed seating solution
aimed at Indian women whose livelihood depends on sitting on the ground for long hours cleaning
fish and prawn.

Student Organization Partner Award

Tesla Works Labs
University of Minnesota student group Tesla Works is designing an innovative and inspiring lab
space for aspiring social innovators on the Twin Cities campus. Students are from the College of
Science and Engineering.

To learn more about Acara, visit acara.environment.umn.edu.
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President Kaler to deliver second State of the University address
Feb. 28

Media Note: All media is asked to RSVP to the event via email unews@umn.edu or phone 612-
624-5551 by Feb. 27 at noon.

Contacts: Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/21/2013) —University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler will outline
his plans to move the university forward during the upcoming year in his second State of the
University address on Thursday, Feb. 28 from 3:30-4:30 p.m. at the Coffman Memorial Union
Theater, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis.

There will be a moderated question-and-answer period following the address. Faculty, staff and
students may submit questions in advance on this form.

President Kaler will also accept questions during the event via Twitter (using the hashtag
#UMNsotu) and note cards submitted by on-site attendees at Coffman Theater, in addition to his
website. Faculty Consultative Committee Chair Sally Kohlstedt will moderate the Q&A.

The media is welcome to attend and record the speech and Q&A session. Kaler will be available
briefly following the program to respond to follow up questions from media.

The following sites at U of M campuses across the state will host watch parties of the event in real
time.

101 Dowell Hall, 2900 University Ave., University of Minnesota, Crookston
173 Kirby Plaza, 1208 Kirby Dr., University of Minnesota, Duluth
Studio A, Humanities Fine Arts Building, University of Minnesota, Morris
419 University Square, 111 Broadway Ave. S., University of Minnesota, Rochester

For those unable to attend, the event will also be streamed live on the president’s website:
http://www1.umn.edu/president/

A reception will follow in the theater lobby.
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President Eric Kaler honored by National Academy of Inventors
U of M president named Charter Fellow and will present at organization’s annual conference

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/22/2013) —University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler is among
the 101 top scientists, innovators and leaders from the academic world named as a Charter Fellow
of the National Academy of Inventors (NAI). The honor recognizes exceptional achievements "in
creating or facilitating outstanding inventions that have made a tangible impact on quality of life,
economic development and the welfare of society."

Kaler and other Charter Fellows are currently in Tampa, Fla. for the annual NAI conference. Kaler
will be a panelist for a session titled "Would Thomas Edison Receive Tenure?" He will comment on
the recent transformation of the U’s Office for Technology Commercialization and discuss the
institution’s proud history of innovation and discovery. The panel will be moderated by an
administrator from the University of Missouri-St. Louis and feature representatives from the
California Institute of Technology, University of Alabama at Birmingham, University of Delaware and
Purdue University.

A holder of 10 patents who received his Ph.D. in chemical engineering from the University of
Minnesota in 1982, Kaler is one of the nation’s foremost experts on "complex fluids," which have
many applications in drug delivery, food processing, pharmaceuticals and manufacturing. Kaler
currently is a tenured faculty member in the Department of Chemical Engineering and Materials
Science within the university's College of Science and Engineering.

About the National Academy of Inventors
The National Academy of Inventors is a non-profit member organization comprised of more than 45
U.S. and international universities and non-profit research institutes, with currently more than 2,000
individual academic inventor members. It was founded in 2010 to recognize and encourage
inventors with a patent issued from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, enhance the visibility of
academic technology and innovation, encourage the disclosure of intellectual property, educate and
mentor innovative students and translate the inventions of its members to benefit society. For more
information, visit www.academyofinventors.org.
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What will Earth look like 50 years from now?
Futurist and WorldChanging.com co-founder Jamais Cascio to kick off new Ensia Live event series
March 14

Media Note: For photographs, contact Todd Reubold, reub0002@umn.edu, (612) 624-6140
For press passes, contact Mary Hoff, maryhoff@umn.edu, (612) 626-2670

Contacts: Todd Reubold, Institute on the Environment, reub0002@umn.edu, (612) 624-6140
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/25/2013) —What will our world be like after we succeed in cutting
carbon emissions? A lot of that is up to us – and the choices we make right now. Join internationally
acclaimed futurist Jamais Cascio for Ensia Live Thursday, March 14, 7:30 p.m., at the Ted Mann
Concert Hall in Minneapolis as he explores various future scenarios and what we can do today to
boost our odds of achieving a sustainable, resilient tomorrow.

"We’ll face a choice between trying to accelerate the return to the equilibrium the world has known
for millennia, trying to adapt ourselves and our environment to the new normal, or simply adapting
ourselves and letting the new environmental conditions evolve on their own," Cascio wrote recently
in an article for Ensia magazine. "Getting control of global carbon emissions isn’t the end of the
story—it’s just the beginning of the next chapter."

In his Ensia Live talk, "Bots, Bacteria and Carbon," Cascio will explore the potential course of Earth
over the next 50 years – and the unexpected ways in which the choices we make today will shape
the decades to come. Along with Cascio’s talk, the first of three in the University of Minnesota
Institute on the Environment’s new event series, the evening will offer an aerial arts performance by
Ribnic Circus.

Selected by Foreign Policy magazine as one of its Top 100 Global Thinkers, Cascio has been
featured in publications such as Atlantic Monthly, the Wall Street Journal and Foreign Policy as well
as in a variety of television programs, including "Six Degrees," National Geographic Television’s
2008 documentary on the effects of global warming. In 2003 he co-founded WorldChanging.com,
an award-winning website showcasing models, tools and ideas for building a "bright green" future.
In 2006 he started Open the Future as his online home.

The March 14 event, made possible by the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, media sponsor
Minnesota Public Radio and others, is the first of three environment-themed evenings presented by
Ensia. The second, a talk by Shanghai-based international sustainability expert Peggy Liu with a
performance by the Twin Cities Women’s Choir, will take place March 27. Wrapping up the season
April 11 will be London/New York–based global architect Peter Williams, who will draw on
experience on five continents to discuss the links between housing design and health. Visual artist
Gregory Euclide and musician S. Carey of Bon Iver will add an artistic dimension to the event. For
more information and tickets, see ensia.com/live or contact the Northrop Box Office, 612-624-2345.

The University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment seeks lasting solutions to Earth's biggest
challenges through research, partnerships and leadership development. For more information, visit
environment.umn.edu.
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'BTN LiveBIG' shines spotlight on critical University of
Minnesota research
Dr. Karen Ashe’s research into Alzheimer’s disease and Prof. Peter Sorensen’s work on aquatic
invasive species are featured; show debuts Friday, March 1 at 9:30 p.m.

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552 
Matt DePoint, Academic Health Center, mdepoint@umn.edu, (612) 625-4110 
Tina Manzo, Big Ten Network, tina.manzo@btn.com, (312) 665-0843

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/27/2013) —The next installment of a new Big Ten Network series,
“BTN LiveBIG,” will showcase University of Minnesota researchers exploring treatments for critical
brain conditions and developing lasting solutions to environmental challenges. The episode will
debut Friday, March 1 at 9:30 p.m. CT, after the Denver at Minnesota men’s hockey game.

The half-hour show will profile landmark strides made by Dr. Karen Ashe in her passionate pursuit to
understand the cause of Alzheimer’s disease and discover a treatment for this devastating
condition. It will also follow Professor Peter Sorensen in his holistic quest to mitigate the effects of
aquatic invasive species and restore the natural ecosystem of Minnesota’s lakes and waterways.

Karen Ashe, M.D, Ph.D., professor of neurology and neuroscience; director, N. Bud
Grossman Center for Memory Research and Care
Over the next 40 years, 20 million Americans are expected to develop Alzheimer’s disease and 40
percent of all health care costs will be attributable to dementia. Led by Dr. Ashe, the Grossman
Center is working to end the devastating effects of Alzheimer’s, the sixth-leading cause of death in
the United States. Ashe and her team have worked tirelessly to pinpoint the causes and progression
of Alzheimer’s, which could lead to better ways to detect and treat this disease. By studying a
mouse genetically modified to include human genes linked to Alzheimer’s, Ashe proved that the
visible effects of the disease in the brain were not its cause, and is on track to find a cause by
looking deeper, at a molecular level. 

Peter Sorensen, Ph.D., professor of fisheries, wildlife and conservation biology; scientific
director, Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center
Minnesota’s lakes and streams are increasingly threatened by aquatic invasive species, alien
organisms that erode ecosystems and threaten the vitality of our state treasures. Through his efforts
to mitigate common carp, Sorensen, a professor in the university’s College of Food, Agricultural and
Natural Resource Sciences, has developed the framework for a holistic, science-based approach to
invasive species management. Now, he and his team are working to develop new means by which
to measure, reduce, control and potentially eradicate aquatic invasive species. 

The episode will also feature a discussion with Tubby Smith, head coach of the Gopher men’s
basketball team, on how he considers Minnesota to be the most charitable place he has ever lived.
Viewers will also learn how U of M alum and Super Bowl-winning coach Tony Dungy and his wife,
Lauren, started the Dungy Family Foundation, an organization that works with elementary schools,
libraries and other community programs to stimulate reading at an early age. The Dungys have also
written a series of children’s books. Their seventh book is due out this summer.

“BTN LiveBIG” is the second BTN collaborative campus program series produced in conjunction
with the Big Ten Conference and its 12 universities. The first was 2012’s “Impact the World.” BTN is
co-producing the series with Chicago-based TeamWorks Media, a creative content company that
specializes in producing inspirational stories and also produced “Impact.”
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Kaler outlines future plans 'the Minnesota way' in second State of
the University address

Contacts: Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (02/28/2013) —University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler detailed
academic, research and cost reduction successes during the past year and outlined next steps to
move the university forward in his second State of the University address Thursday.

Kaler spoke to about more than 250 students, faculty and staff in the university’s Coffman Union
Theater and the program was carried live to the U’s systemwide campuses.

Recognizing the demands on public higher education to demonstrate value and reduce costs, Kaler
said that the University must embrace bold new ideas, but cautioned against quick fixes and knee
jerk reactions. Noting that Minnesota has long been a pioneer in innovation and reform, he said the
University must embrace change "the Minnesota way," tailored to our state’s unique needs and
culture.

"I want us to meet [our future] not by chasing every new idea," said Kaler. "I want us to pave the
path that’s right for us — not with flamboyance, but with the common good of the state and our
students as priorities."

Among his priorities for the next year are:

Strategic planning to align priorities, create a shared vision and engage the University community.
Continued emphasis on Operational Excellence to reduce costs and improve efficiencies, including
implementing recommendations from the current analysis of the University’s organizational structure
and benchmarking key operational functions and a policy review to reduce the compliance burden.
Strengthening the Graduate School and graduate education by examining recent changes to the
organization of the Graduate School and making recommendations for improvements.
Strengthening interdisciplinary teaching and research by removing barriers faculty face when it
comes to working across colleges or departments.
Developing a comprehensive strategy for eLearning, which includes the University’s recent decision
to join Coursera.
Continued focus on strengthening the Academic Health Center and Medical School to effectively
compete in the changing health care market, improve its national reputation and strengthen our
partnership with Fairview.
Adopt a "best practice" employee engagement strategy to improve productivity, retention and
recruitment.
Begin to offer office hours to increase interaction with students on all campuses.

In addition to new initiatives, Kaler reported a number of accomplishments during his first full year
as President, including:

Adopting the smallest percentage tuition increase (3.5 percent) in a dozen years and proposing a
new partnership with the state to freeze tuition for the next two years.
Creating an entrepreneurial leave option for faculty members to inspire greater business and
economic benefits to the state.
Using our faculty and facility capacity better in the summer months, beginning with a pilot program
in the College of Design for a year-round calendar.
Lending the University’s expertise and leadership to reduce the state’s achievement gap.
Investing in eLearning to improve course accessibility to students, extend the University’s reach,
and learn from new technologies.
Reducing administrative and operating costs through Operational Excellence to reinvest in students
and the university’s mission.

 The following are key excerpts from the speech, which is available here.

Strategic planning
"The planning will have at least three major components, examining our classroom and other
teaching, our research endeavors and how we deliver our mission to Minnesota and the world
beyond."

Strengthening the Graduate School
"We need strong, competitively-funded programs to attract the best graduate students in the world.
As a first step, we are increasing funding for graduate students. We’ve reallocated more than
$700,000 to fund additional graduate fellowships. It’s not enough, but it’s a step in the right direction,
and it builds on my allocation last year of additional dissertation fellowships.

Three years ago, we embarked on an experiment to change the way we managed our graduate
programs…Now, I think it’s time to take a look at what has worked and to make recommendations
for improvements…I am asking Provost Hanson and Vice Provost and Dean of the Graduate School
Henning Schroeder to convene a committee to lead this review and report its findings and
recommendations to me."

Supporting interdisciplinary teaching and research
"…When I talk with faculty I consistently hear that we make it difficult, if not impossible, to do the
kind of interdisciplinary work that defines the cutting edge of most fields and that is critical to solving
most of today’s problems. When I report that to the deans, they tell me that we can do it, but maybe
the budget model gets in the way. Whatever the barriers, they should go away."

A comprehensive strategy for eLearning
"I don’t believe that digital learning or MOOCs are a silver bullet for achieving cost-savings, access
or academic excellence.

Most importantly, I want this first step with Coursera to galvanize your creativity and to jumpstart
your ideas for using eLearning on all of our campuses."

Strengthening the Academic Health Center and Medical School
"We want to forge a truly integrated pre-eminent health system that includes strong community-
based hospitals, a flagship academic health center, exceptional patient and clinical care,
breakthrough research, a national reputation, and a strong connection to our communities. We’re
working hard to make that happen."

Office hours with students
"…While I try my best to get out and meet students on a regular basis, sometimes that’s hard. I miss
being around students. I want to see more of them. It’s important to know their concerns and I feed
off of their wonderful curiosity… As my schedule allows, they will occur monthly on our Twin Cities
campus, but I have plans to visit the Crookston, Duluth and Morris campuses in the coming months,
and I will meet with students during my days there."

Kaler’s formal remarks were followed by a moderated question-and-answer session. Faculty, staff
and students had an opportunity to submit questions in advance. Those questions, in addition to
questions submitted during the speech via Twitter and in person, were posed to the President by
Faculty Consultative Committee Chair Sally Kohlstedt.

Responses to questions left unanswered Thursday will be posted on the President’s website in the
next 10 days.

The full text of the speech will be available here.

A highlight video will be posted Friday on the President’s website.
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President Kaler to preview external "spans and layers" report
during Friday Board of Regents meeting

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/04/2013) —The University of Minnesota Board of Regents will
review preliminary results from an external review of the management structure of the U’s central
administration during the 9:15 a.m. to noon meeting Friday, March 8.

President Eric Kaler will update the Board on the university’s Operational Excellence initiative and
progress to date, including a final draft of the progress report on administrative cost analysis
requested by the Legislature.

The university hired Sibson Consulting in late January to analyze the layers of decision-making from
top to bottom and the number of employees that directly report to each supervisor. The spans and
layers analysis aims to help determine whether the U’s organizational structure can be simplified,
costs reduced and effectiveness improved. As well, the U is retaining a consulting firm, at the
Legislature’s request, to benchmark four key operational functions: human resources, information
technology, procurement and finance.

Sibson is a leading independent benefits, compensation and human resources consulting company.
It has had previous experience working with the U on its job classification restructuring, which is
currently underway and is an additional component of the U’s efforts to standardize and find
efficiencies across the organization.

President Kaler will present the report to the Minnesota Senate Higher Education and Workforce
Development Committee on Tuesday, March 12.

Also Friday, Vice President and Chief Information Officer Scott Studham will provide an overview of
the university’s information technology landscape and highlight some of the opportunities and
challenges ahead.

The U’s newly appointed McKnight Land-Grant Professors will be recognized, as well.

Exploring first-hand the U’s largest college: College of Liberal Arts

On Thursday, Regents will immerse themselves into the College of Liberal Arts to gain insights into
the strengths and challenges in teaching and research at the U’s largest college.

"The University of Minnesota’s mission is carried out through the great work of our students, faculty
and staff, so it is important to connect directly and better understand how the U is evolving to meet
Minnesota’s needs," said Board Chair Linda Cohen. "This visit allows Regents to gain a fuller
understanding of the university and equips us to be as effective as possible in our governance role."

Thursday’s sessions with the College of Liberal Arts will include:

A welcome from College of Liberal Arts Dean James Parente and an overview of the college from
1:45 to 2:45 p.m. in the InFlux Space, Regis Center for Art, 405 21st Ave. S., Minneapolis.

A program that will focus on the excellence of research, creative activity, and teaching in CLA from 3
to 5 p.m. in the InFlux Space, and the lobby and room 100 in the Barbara Barker Center for Dance,
500 21st Ave. S., Minneapolis. This program will include faculty mini lectures, a poster session with
CLA graduate students and students from CLA’s Freshman Research and Creative Award Program,
as well as dance and musical performances that highlight diverse creative approaches.

Prior to spending time with CLA, Regents will attend a workshop on equity and diversity from 10:45
to 11:45 a.m. in room 2-207 Carlson School of Management, 321 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. The
session allows regents to learn about the educational work of the Office for Equity and Diversity
(OED), including how equity and diversity is framed in OED workshops and trainings. Regents will
discuss the role of the Board in creating an accessible and inclusive university.

For the agenda and related docket materials, go to www.umn.edu/regents and click on Board
Meetings.
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GRAMMY winner Lila Downs meets with local Latino youth

Who: GRAMMY winner Lila Downs
When: Friday, March 8, 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.
Where: Katherine E. Nash Gallery, Regis Center for Art, 405 21st Ave S., Minneapolis, U of M west
bank

Contacts: Kelly O'Brien, College of Liberal Arts, obrie136@umn.edu, (612) 624-4109
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

March 4, 2013

Students from the University of Minnesota Chicano & Latino Studies and Spanish & Portuguese
Studies departments, along with area Latino high school students, will meet with GRAMMY-award
winning performer Lila Downs on Friday at 1:00 p.m., at the Katherine E. Nash Gallery, Regis
Center for Art, 405 21st Ave S., Minneapolis.

Downs is a 1992 U of M alumna who studied voice and anthropology.

Her father was art professor Allen Downs, whose work is the subject of the current exhibition in the
Nash Gallery, "Allen Downs Life and Work: Winter Quarter in Mexico."

Lila will tour the exhibit with the students and share her story of being born and raised in Mexico,
attending the University and her experiences as a Mexican-American student at Minnesota.

On Sunday, Lila Downs will perform a concert in conjunction with the exhibit at Ted Mann Concert
Hall, 2128 4th Street S., Minneapolis. The concert begins at 4 p.m. Tickets range from $15-$50 and
can be purchased here: z.umn.edu/lila2013

This event is closed to the public but open to the media. Organizers are expecting around 100
students.
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The way we weren't: University of Minnesota biologist debunks
myth that humans peaked in Paleolithic era

Contacts: Peggy Rinard, College of Biological Sciences, rinar001@umn.edu, (612) 624-0774 
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/05/2013) —Have agriculture, technology, diet and lifestyle changes
put humans out of touch with the way we evolved? And would we be healthier and happier if we
lived, at least to some extent, the way our Paleolithic ancestors did? 

The abundance of Paleo diet and lifestyle recommendations suggests the answer is yes. But
University of Minnesota evolutionary biologist Marlene Zuk is skeptical. The Paleo ideal is a myth
based on speculation rather than science, she says. As a skilled writer with an engaging sense of
humor, she does an informative and entertaining job of debunking this myth in her new book,
“Paleofantasy: “What Evolution Really Tells Us About Sex, Diet and How We Live,” to be published
by W.W. Norton on March 11.

Paleo proponents claim that humans fully evolved as hunter-gatherers and that the development of
agriculture triggered a downward spiral, causing disease and social conflicts. But that, Zuk says, is a
paleofantasy without scientific basis. 

“There’s widespread misunderstanding about how evolution works, particularly how fast it happens,”
Zuk says. “To think of ourselves as misfits in our own time and of our own making flatly contradicts
what science has revealed about the way evolution works; namely, that we can adapt over just a
few generations.” 

Genes continuously appear in and disappear from the human genome. Some remain for millions of
years, others for much shorter periods, Zuk says. Evolution is a series of compromises and
tradeoffs because genes have more than one function, and interact in complicated ways.

“By focusing on how we were in Paleolithic times, we overlook the ways we've changed since then.
 New tools in evolutionary biology and genetics are helping us understand how change happens,
and which parts of the genome change quickly vs. slowly. Understanding that difference in people
as well as other organisms is much more interesting to me than trying to hew to a version of how
our ancestors might have lived.”

Some of the work Zuk and her students have been doing on crickets found in Hawaii shows that a
completely new trait, a wing mutation that renders males silent, spread in just five years, fewer than
20 generations.

If we want to learn from evolution, Zuk says, we should study rapid evolution rather than “holding up
our flabby selves against a vision – accurate or not – of our well-muscled and harmoniously adapted
ancestors” to understand how we have adapted to relatively recent changes in our environment and
how we may continue to adapt as our environment changes. 

Zuk is a professor of ecology, evolution and behavior in the University of Minnesota’s College of
Biological Sciences. Her previous books include “Sex on Six Legs: Lessons on Life, Love and
Language from the Insect World” and “Sexual Selections: What We Can and Can’t Learn About Sex
From Animals.” She frequently contributes topical articles about biology to the New York Times, Los
Angeles Times, Boston Globe and other mainstream media. 

College of Biological Sciences faculty conduct research in all areas of biology, from molecules to
ecosystems, and apply findings to create new strategies for feeding the world’s growing population
while restoring its ecosystems, developing renewable energy, and improving human health.
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Startup using U of M technology to manufacture key industrial
chemicals from renewable sources

Contacts: John Merritt, Office of the VP for Research, jmerritt@umn.edu, (612) 624-2609
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/06/2013) —Startup Ascenix BioTechnologies will perfect and
commercialize production methods to synthesize chemicals from renewable feedstocks. These
chemicals, which are used to manufacture everyday items, are typically made from petroleum and
often use harmful add-ins like hydrogen cyanide. The startup predicts this new bio-based process,
developed by University of Minnesota researchers, will be more economical and environmentally
friendly.

The core technology is poised to revolutionize production of certain chemicals, as it would require
little modification to existing downstream manufacturing processes to enact. Invented by Kechun
Zhang, a chemical engineering and materials science professor in the U’s College of Science and
Engineering, the process yields chemicals comparable in performance to those created using
petroleum-based materials.

"This technology is especially attractive because Dr. Zhang has done a tremendous amount of
development in the lab," says Ascenix co-founder William Faulkner. "It’s advanced to the point
where we’re already preparing for scale-up of the technology."

Although the process could be applied to the production of biofuels and myriad chemicals, the
startup’s initial focus is on methylmethacrylate (MMA), a chemical used to make acrylic glass, paints
and coatings, automotive parts, and electronics. Global production of the chemical is more than 6
billion pounds per year.

"We take renewable feedstock as an input, ferment it, chemically modify it, and the output is the
same chemical produced through a petrochemical process," says Faulkner. "If you were at a hockey
arena and looked at a piece of glass made from petroleum, and compared it to one made through
our process, it would appear the same. Plus, we’re able to do it much more economically than the
incumbent petroleum processes."

Because the process uses renewable feedstocks -- sugars derived from corn, sugarcane, cellulosic
materials, etc. -- manufacturing is more environmentally friendly and the industry would no longer be
subjected to the more significant price fluctuations of petroleum (as compared to the relative
fluctuations of sugar inputs). Additionally, the new process bypasses the need for hazardous
chemicals, like hydrogen cyanide.

"There are two problems with synthesizing MMA from petroleum: Manufacturers in the U.S. need
hydrogen cyanide, which is difficult to purchase and can be dangerous to handle. This new process
cuts out the cyanide completely," says Zhang. "The other issue is feedstock reliability – the
petroleum byproducts the incumbent processes uses as feedstock can also be more difficult to
source, depending on the macro dynamics in the petroleum industry."

Zhang’s research was funded by the U of M Department of Chemical Engineering and Materials
Science. The technology was co-invented by Mingyong Xiong. The technology behind Ascenix was
exclusively licensed to the St. Paul, Minn.-based startup by the university’s Office for Technology
Commercialization.

###

The mission of the University of Minnesota’s Office for Technology Commercialization is to translate
University research into new products and services that provide growth opportunities for its
licensees, benefit the public good, improve the quality of life and generate revenue to support the
University's research and education goals.
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World's leading lion researcher calls for a 'Marshall Plan' for
African wildlife

Contacts: Peggy Rinard, College of Biological Sciences, rinar001@umn.edu, (612) 624-0774
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/07/2013) —African lions and villagers would benefit from fences to
protect them from each other, according to a new study by University of Minnesota researcher Craig
Packer published online by Ecology Letters on Tuesday, March 5.

Fencing has long been anathema to most conservationists, but Packer said it offers the best hope
for saving iconic African wildlife, an undertaking that will require sweeping measures rather than
piecemeal efforts. In an interview, he called for an international "Marshall Plan" to erect fences
where possible to protect people, lions, elephants and other threatened wildlife species.

Most African governments don’t have the resources to protect people and wildlife from each other,
but without a massive increase in conservation funding nearly half of unfenced lion populations
could decline to near extinction over the next 20-40 years. And in the long run, it would be more
cost-effective to maintain lion populations in fenced reserves.

For the study, Packer and 57 colleagues compared population densities and management practices
across 42 sites in 11 countries.  Fenced reserves maintained lions at 80 percent of their potential
population capacity on annual management budgets of about $500 per square kilometer, while
unfenced populations required an average of $2,000 per square kilometer each year to remain at
just 50 percent of their capacity.

"Even though lion habitat has been reduced by at least 75 percent over the last century, more still
remains than can possibly be conserved," said Packer, a professor in the Department of Ecology,
Evolution and Behavior. "Several of Africa’s most famous wildlife areas involve large-scale
migrations of wildebeest and zebra that could never be enclosed within a fenced reserve, so the
lions’ last stand should be thought out carefully in terms of those places that can safely be fenced
and those that will be worth the enormous monetary investments because they can’t be fenced."

As encroaching civilization has brought people and lions into much closer proximity the incidence of
lion attacks on humans and livestock has increased substantially. Not surprisingly, villagers retaliate
by killing lions to protect their families and their livestock.

"We must never lose sight of the fact that the costs of lion conservation ultimately derive from the
need to protect people from these animals," said Packer.  And lions are not alone in causing
widespread human misery.  "Elephants are in crisis, too, and although they are largely being
decimated by ivory poachers, there’s little support for elephant conservation in rural villages
because of the enormous damage they cause to crops. A fence that is lion-proof is also elephant-
proof, so a well-designed policy of fencing would protect more than just lions."

Because the findings from the Ecology Letters paper present such an enormous challenge for
African governments and conservationists, the best hope may be to advocate for a "Marshall Plan"
for African wildlife conservation, Packer said.

"If we’re serious about this, it means establishing fences around very large areas, such as the
Selous Game Reserve, which is home to the largest remaining lion population in the world. Fencing
the Selous, which covers an area of about 17,000 square miles, would cost something like $30
million. None of the world’s conservation agencies could afford that, but perhaps a global funding
agency for developing countries would do it because fencing would protect humans as well as
lions."

Packer’s own research has focused on lions in Serengeti National Park for the past 35 years. The
world’s most distinguished lion researcher, his studies are reported widely by national and
international media.

College of Biological Sciences faculty conduct research in all areas of biology, from molecules to
ecosystems, and apply findings create new strategies for feeding the world’s growing population
while restoring its ecosystems, developing renewable energy, and improving human health. 
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Report explains university's central administration is well
situated, but pinpoints potential areas for managing more
efficiently
Regents, including newly elected members, preview "spans and layers" report

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/08/2013) —The structure of University of Minnesota’s central
administration units studied recently have an appropriate number of layers from the top down.
However, the number of employees that report to each supervisor is lower than is recommended for
higher education organizations, according to outside experts.

"This is helpful data. We’ll use it to become more efficient, reduce costs and reallocate resources
from administration to teaching, research and public engagement," said President Eric Kaler. "Since
day one I have been committed to becoming more efficient so we can invest more in our students."

Kaler updated the U’s Board of Regents Friday morning about the university’s Operational
Excellence initiative and progress to date, including a draft of the interim report on "spans and
layers" and plans for a benchmarking study requested by the Legislature.

The university retained Sibson Consulting in late January to analyze the layers of decision-making
from top to bottom and the spans or the number of employees that directly report to each
supervisor. The spans and layers analysis aims to help determine whether the U’s organizational
structure can be simplified, costs reduced and effectiveness improved.

Sibson Consulting reviewed 608 individual positions in three units: the Office of Human Resources
and the Office of Information Technology (OIT), as well as the Office of Budget and Finance and
Purchasing Services, which reports to Finance. Together, they represent three of the four
administrative/non-academic units that report to Kaler. Sibson found that:

Although instances exist in the surveyed units where the U can increase the number of employees
per supervisor, the university’s ratio of spans to layers generally is appropriate. According to Sibson,
effective organizations are broader (or have larger spans of control) than they are deep from top to
bottom.
All but OIT have an average number of employees per supervisor that is below "best practice"
recommendations for higher education as set by other consultants – an average of 3.63 to 4.88
employees per supervisor at the U compared to the recommended 6-7 employees per supervisor
with higher-level expertise and as many as 15 employees per supervisor in front-line positions.

The University also analyzed employee compensation in the units and determined that it is
competitive within the higher education market and is slightly lower than in the private sector. The U
routinely completes market surveys to ensure competitive compensation and attract and retain top
talent.

Next steps

Sibson will extend its review and complete a similar spans and layers analysis across the U’s entire
management structure by summer 2013. In addition, Huron Consulting Group, a firm that
specializes in education and has been retained by 94 of the top 100 research universities across the
country, has been retained for $495,000. By June 30, Huron will conduct a benchmarking analysis
to:

Identify, scale and prioritize opportunities for improvement
Outline potential barriers to optimal performance, which may include technology, organizational
structure and service delivery models
Highlight leading practices at peer institutions the U should consider implementing

Once all of the data is complete, the U will make changes to better align its management and
employees with delivery of its mission and service to students. Future steps will include reviewing
each and every job to make sure it is appropriately classified and represents the work being done;
setting goals for reducing layers and increasing spans of control, depending on the work being
done; adopting policies that support greater efficiency; and training managers in effective
supervisory and change management.

"Ultimately, our goal is to continually reduce the percent of the university’s resources that are used
for administrative and managerial costs," Kaler said.

Kaler will present the initial spans and layers analysis, along with information about Operational
Excellence savings and other administrative cost analyses conducted during the past year, to the
Minnesota Senate Higher Education and Workforce Development Committee at 3 p.m. Tuesday,
March 12.

New regents join board

The board was joined by two new regents, who were elected by a joint session of the Minnesota
Legislature Wednesday night. Newly elected members include:

Peggy Lucas, Fifth District; founding partner of Brighton Development Corp. and longtime U donor
and volunteer
Abdul Omari, at-large student member; a College of Education and Human Development doctoral
student and former student representative to the board

Incumbent at-large Regents Linda Cohen (current board chair) and Dean Johnson were also
reelected to the board.

The 12-member board is the governing body of the university and was established by the Minnesota
Territorial Legislature prior to statehood. The Legislature elects one regent from each of Minnesota’s
eight congressional districts and four from the state at large. One of the four at-large regents must
be a U student at the time of election. Regents serve without compensation for six-year terms.

McKnight Land Grant Professors

The board congratulated the 2013-15 McKnight Land Grant Professors – junior scholars chosen for
their potential for important contributions to their fields; the degree to which past achievements and
current ideas demonstrate originality, imagination and innovation; the significance of their research;
and the potential for attracting outstanding students. The award consists of a research grant in each
of two years, summer support and a research leave in the second year. Professors chosen include:

Jake Bailey, Earth Sciences, Twin Cities campus
Jasmine Foo, Mathematics, Twin Cities campus
Anika Maria Sophie Hartz, Pharmacy Practice and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Duluth campus
Mo Li, Electrical and Computer Engineering, Twin Cities campus
Alice Lovejoy, Cultural Studies and Comparative Literature, Twin Cities campus
Rusen Yang, Mechanical Engineering, Twin Cities campus

In other activity, the board:

Discussed the university’s technology landscape, outlined by Vice President and Chief Information
Officer Scott Studham
On Thursday immersed itself into the College of Liberal Arts to gain insights into the strengths and
challenges in teaching and research at the U’s largest college

Regents will meet next in May. For more information go to www.umn.edu/regents
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Classes Without Quizzes offers a peek into everyday science
Nationally recognized U of M experts will present mini-seminars designed for the general public,
including students of all ages, Saturday, April 6.

Contacts: Becky Beyers, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
bbeyers@umn.edu, (612) 626-5754
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/13/2013) —Beer and hops, genomic sequencing, biomimicry and
robotic milking of dairy cows are among the featured topics at this year’s "Classes Without Quizzes"
on Saturday, April 6 at the University of Minnesota’s St. Paul campus.

Nationally recognized experts from the university’s College of Food, Agricultural and Natural
Resource Sciences will present mini-seminars designed for the general public, including students of
all ages. The event will be from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and includes kids-only sessions – including
"food messology," where kids will get first-hand experience in conducting science experiments. To
register for Classes Without Quizzes, go to z.umn.edu/cwq. Registration cost is: $35 for the general
public; $30 for members of the U of M Alumni Association; $20 for youth K-6 and $15 for youth in
seventh through 12  grade and U of M students. 

Michael Sadowsky, Distinguished McKnight University Professor, Department of Soil, Water and
Climate; and director of the BioTechnology Institute and head of the Minnesota Mississippi
Metagenome Project (M3P), will give the keynote address about M3P at 9 a.m. M3P is a
groundbreaking effort to catalog aquatic bacteria of the Mississippi River, from its headwaters at a
Lake Itasca to La Crescent, Minn., where it leaves the state.

The four mini-courses in session 1 at 10:15 a.m. include:

Beer & Hops in the Upper Midwest
Hops are an important brewing ingredient, but commercial production is currently limited to a few
growing regions. U of M horticultural scientist Charlie Rohwer will discuss the history of hops and
use of hops in beer, botany and cultivation of hops, and trends in hop production in the upper
Midwest. Barley is another key ingredient in beer. U of M plant geneticist Gary Muehlbauer will
discuss the history of barley, development of barley varieties, trends in barley production in the
Midwest, and the history of beer and its impact on human societies.

Sequencing People, Plants and Pests
With advances in sequencing technology, "re-sequencing" a human genome (or the genome of
almost any living thing) now costs just a few thousand dollars versus multimillions a decade ago.
What can scientists learn from so much sequence data? How are the fields of biotechnology,
medicine, food, agriculture, and environmental science transformed by massive genomic data?
What special computational tools are needed? Who owns DNA sequence data and what are the
ethical, legal and social impacts of access to so much genetic information? Nevin Young, a
professor with joint appointments in the departments of Plant Pathology and Plant Biology, will lead
a discussion exploring these questions. 

Teaching Kids to Spend Money Wisely
Teaching kids about personal finance is essential given the increasingly complex financial
environment they face. Claudia Parliament, longtime director of the Minnesota Council on Economic
Education, will offer examples of learning activities available to K-12 teachers to help students
become more effective in making personal finance decisions.

Healthy Soils, Healthy Lives
During the past year there has been much excitement surrounding the importance of soils in our
lives. Carl Rosen, head of the Department of Soil Water and Climate, will highlight how maintaining
a healthy soil will in turn support a vibrant community. Rosen will focus much of this session on
improving the quality of urban soils for gardening and food production.

The four mini-courses in session 2 begin at 11:30 a.m. and include:

Got robots? The Future Using Robots and Other Precision Dairy Technologies
The milk you had for breakfast this morning may very well have come from a cow that was milked
with an automatic milking system (robot).  And the cow that produced that milk was fed with an
automatic calf feeder (robot).  These are just some of the growing technologies being implemented
on Minnesota dairy farms. Robotic milking is growing rapidly in the upper Midwest; more than 50
Minnesota farms already use milking robots. Even more farms have robotic calf feeders. Extension
educator Jim Salfer and Animal Science professor Jeffrey Reneau will discuss these new
technologies and explain robots in action and how cows are adapting.

Biomimicry
Humans face a broad range of problems, from cancer and pollution to energy sources and food
supply. The biomimicry field approaches such problems by looking at how diverse organisms have
solved similar problems over evolutionary time. Emilie Snell-Rood, an assistant professor in the
Department of Ecology, Evolution and Behavior in the College of Biological Sciences, will discuss
classic examples in biomimicry such as adhesives development inspired by gecko feet, or passively
cooled buildings inspired by termite mounds. Participants will explore how we can use knowledge of
selective environments or evolutionary relationships to find species that have solved problems
relevant to medicine, agriculture, engineering or architecture.

The Little Green Menace: Emerald Ash Borer
The emerald ash borer was discovered in Michigan just over 10 years ago and continues to spread
from the Midwest, killing native ash trees in its wake. In this presentation Entomology assistant
professor Brian Aukema will share the latest on this little green beastie and how it could change
your street or back yard. Please note: no ash borers allowed.

Harvesting molecules from plants: good for our health, the environment, and our economy
Presenters are:
Donald Wyse, a professor in the Department of Agronomy and Plant Genetics
Amanda Martin, a National Science Foundation and UNCF/Merck pre-doctoral graduate research
fellow in the Department of Horticultural Science
Michael Kantar, a Ph.D candidate in the Department of Agronomy and Plant Genetics

In this session, presenters will talk about how perennial plants have the power to transform both our
environment and personal-care products. Lotion, lipstick, shampoo and similar products need
antimicrobial and antioxidant chemicals to prevent spoilage; perennial plants can provide safer,
ecologically conscious, consumer-supported preservatives. Even better, perennial plants – like the
sunflower – show promise as a sustainable crop that helps maintain healthy soil, control erosion,
improve water quality and enhance wildlife habitat.

Kids Edition Sessions
Program begins at 8:45 a.m.

Youth K - 6 will spend a morning packed with hands-on enrichment and recreation activities led by
experienced staff and specialty instructors affiliated with University Youth & Community Programs.
Participants will be divided into small groups of similar ages and spend about an hour in each
activity.

Sessions are:

Geocaching: discover unique features around the St. Paul Campus while participating in a
geocaching treasure hunt!
Rock climbing: this introduction to rock climbing will have youth testing their skills with highly
trained staff on an indoor climbing wall.
Food Messology: create some crazy concoctions in Professor Sepoc's course including hands-on
science experiments.  Sepoc is Jane Snell Copes, a scientist in Inver Grove Heights.

All youth must wear athletic/ tennis shoes, clothes for physical activities and weather appropriate
clothing for outdoors.

The 2013 Classes Without Quizzes program is produced in collaboration with the College of Food,
Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences Alumni Society and the College of Biological Sciences.
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Jewish Historical Society completes transfer of archives to U of
M Libraries

Contacts: Linnea Anderson, U of M Libraries, ande3748@umn.edu, (612) 624-6394
Katherine Tane, Jewish Historical Society of the Upper Midwest, ktane@jhsum.org, (952) 381-3363

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/13/2013) —The Jewish Historical Society of the Upper Midwest
(JHSUM) has completed the transfer of all of its historical documents and media collections to the
University of Minnesota Libraries.

In 2002, JHSUM founders Nathan and Theresa Berman created a $500,000 endowment for the
collections at the University’s Andersen Library, and the archives were named for them as a
permanent memorial to their vision. At the time, about half of the collection was moved to the
University. Recently, the remaining half was transferred, putting in one place a major research
collection on Jewish history, communities, religion, and culture in the Upper Midwest.

The U of M Libraries has hired archivist Katherine Dietrick to oversee the JHSUM collection. Dietrick
most recently was an assistant archivist at the Whitney Museum of American Art in New York and
an archivist at the Samuel H. Kress Foundation in New York City.

Moving the rest of the collection to the U represents a "measure of our maturity as a historical
society and the next step in our evolution," said Katherine Tane, Executive Director of the Jewish
Historical Society of the Upper Midwest. "Our first 28 years have been spent creating one of the
finest archives of local Jewish History in the country. Securing a permanent home for our archival
materials allows JHSUM to focus on interpretation, education and programming, along with more
public displays of our unique materials."

"The JHSUM archives form a rich collection documenting the history and culture of the Jewish
community in the Upper Midwest region," said Linnea Anderson, Interim Archivist of the Social
Welfare History Archives at the University of Minnesota Libraries. She said that the archives
chronicle the activities of Jews creating and building ethnic/religious communities, defending Israel
and Soviet Jewry, and advocating for social welfare and social justice issues in the larger
community.

The reunited collections will now comprise more than 1,000 cubic feet of material and will form a
valuable resource for historical research, exhibitions, and public programming. The combined
collections included the records of the St. Paul and Minneapolis Jewish Federations, Community
Centers, Talmud Torahs, the Jewish Vocational Service, Jewish Community Relations Council,
Hillel, as well as various synagogue records, and records of the Minnesota Rabbinical Association
and women's organizations such as Hadassah, National Council of Jewish Women, and Mount
Sinai Hospital Women's Auxiliary.

In addition, they contain a wealth of material collected by individuals about early Jewish settlement
and life in St. Paul, Minneapolis, and Duluth; out-state Minnesota and North and South Dakota. The
collections also include family papers, club and association materials and ephemera, personal
narratives of Jewish life in the Upper Midwest, materials documenting family owned businesses in
the Jewish community, as well as books and publications.

"Jews make up less than one percent of Minnesota’s population, yet the Jewish community has
made a much greater impact in the region than our numbers would lead one to believe," said Jamie
Heilicher, President of the Jewish Historical Society of the Upper Midwest. "To have our story
housed shoulder-to-shoulder with other holdings of such a great Minnesota institution as the
University is a phenomenal testament to the work of our founders."

The Society’s collections are available for personal and scholarly research as well as educational
use and are an invaluable resource for anyone interested in understanding the American Jewish
experience from a Midwestern perspective.
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U of M researchers seek to safeguard Minnesota's oak population
by raising awareness of potential invasive species

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/13/2013) —University of Minnesota researchers are working to
protect Minnesota’s oak population by alerting private landowners about the next wave of potential
invasive species.

"Minnesota’s oak trees are at risk of great potential damage inflicted by invasive species such as the
gypsy moth and oak splendor beetle," said David Andow, professor of entomology in the university’s
College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences. "Neither of these damaging oak pests
are currently in the state, but it is vitally important that we stay one step ahead, especially in central
Minnesota."

Containing and eradicating invasive species that destroy natural resources requires early detection,
and private landowners play a critical role in this effort. Government agencies are encouraged to
manage natural resources at the landscape level; cooperation from landowners is needed to
properly monitor the more than 60 percent of Minnesota land that is privately owned. 

The gypsy moth, which can cause timber losses between $300 and $1,700 per  acre, has already
established populations in western Wisconsin. The oak splendor beetle, a cousin of the emerald ash
borer, is of even greater concern according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture even though it has
not yet been found in the United States.

"We have seen the damage wrought by oak pests in neighboring states and witnessed firsthand the
effects of emerald ash borer in Minnesota," said Andow. "Our study is proactively seeking the
volunteer assistance of oak woodland owners to monitor for these invasive species and others
before they cause serious harm to oak trees on property owners’ land."

Through a study funded by the National Science Foundation, Andow and colleagues aim to reduce
cost and improve effectiveness of detecting damaging invasive insect pests of oak trees by
educating and involving private landowners to help protect a treasured part of Minnesota's
landscape.

Other U of M researchers involved are Terry Hurley, professor of applied economics, and Eugene
Borgida, professor of psychology and law in the College of Liberal Arts and the Law School. The
University of Minnesota Extension and the Minnesota Department of Agriculture are also
collaborating on the study.
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Chi Omega, Phi Mu sororities to return to U of M campus
First Panhellenic sororities to formally join in more than 30 years

Contacts: Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/14/2013) —For the first time in more than 30 years, the University of
Minnesota Twin Cities plans to welcome two new sororities to its campus - Chi Omega and Phi Mu.

"The Panhellenic community at the University of Minnesota is so excited to be welcoming Chi
Omega and Phi Mu to our Twin Cities campus," said Julia Gross, the Panhellenic Council President
(PHC). "I am thrilled to see what these organizations will bring to our campus. It is definitely an
exciting time to be part of Panhellenic community."

The Pi Beta Chapter of Chi Omega, which was formally on campus from 1921-1989, will return
beginning fall 2013. The Zeta Eta chapter of Phi Mu was on campus from 1925-1970 and will return
sometime after fall 2015.

"Chi Omega, the largest women’s fraternal organization in the country, is thrilled and honored to
receive the invitation to return to a nationally renowned institution for a ‘once in a generation’
opportunity," said Letitia Fulkerson, Chi Omega national president. "We look forward to partnering
with the U’s outstanding PHC, InterFraternity Council and university administrators to make a
positive contribution to the growth of the U of M Greek community."

"On behalf of Phi Mu's National Council and our dedicated Minneapolis area alumnae, we are
thrilled for the opportunity to recolonize our chapter that was originally chartered in 1923," said Kris
Bridges, Phi Mu national president. "The other national officers, alumnae and staff who joined me on
campus were very impressed with the University’s strong support, the Panhellenic Council and the
entire campus community."

Chi Omega and Phi Mu were recommended by the Panhellenic Council’s Extension Committee and
received unanimous support from the nine voting chapters on the PHC.

"This is an incredibly exciting time, not only for our Panhellenic community, but for our entire Greek
community at the U," said Matt Levine, director of the Office for Fraternity and Sorority Life (OSFL).
"Our chapters have seen incredible support from the university, alumna and their members during
this process. The OFSL is excited about the new energy that is building within our community."

Chi Omega will be the 14  Panhellenic sorority currently on the UMTC campus, joining 13 other
sorority chapters. Phi Mu will join no sooner than fall 2015 and no later than fall 2017, becoming the
15  sorority in the community.

More than 2,300 students – about seven percent of undergraduates - participated in the university’s
recognized social sororities and fraternities in fall 2012.

The recently completed Greek Community Strategic Task Force Report included plans to increase
that number by more than 1,000 students in five to six years. The report also calls for adding one
sorority per year for the next four years.

"We have seen steady growth in the Greek community for several years," said Jerry Rinehart, Vice
Provost for Student Affairs and Dean of Students. "The Greek Community Strategic Task Force
identified growth as a major theme and our Panhellenic community has made a firm commitment to
growing their numbers. When compared to non-Greek students, members of the Greek have higher
graduation rates and feel more connected to the campus community.  I am glad that women will now
have more opportunities to benefit from engagement in the Greek community."  

Chi Omega will have its own period to recruit members, following the traditional fall recruitment
period for sororities. They are also negotiating to use space at the university’s new 17  Ave.
residence hall.

The Panhellenic Council voted to search for a new sorority in December 2012. Six organizations
conducted exploratory visits in January 2013. While all six submitted applications to the U, the PHC
was allowed recommend three – according to National Panhellenic Conference rules - for a second
presentation. The final round of visits was conducted March 8-10.

Following the presentations, the U’s PHC ranked sororities based on academics, finance, future
growth plans, housing, leadership development, long-term support, marketing, new member
programming, recruitment plans, risk management, sisterhood and community integration. 
Ultimately, the nine voting chapters unanimously selected Chi Omega and Phi Mu.

The Greek community has been part of the U for 138 years, chartering its first fraternity in 1874 and
first sorority in 1880.
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University of Minnesota physics professor Roger
Rusack pictured inside the ECAL, a critical detector in
the search for the Higgs boson.

New evidence
strengthens
case that
scientists
have
discovered a
Higgs Boson;
University of
Minnesota
physicists
play key role

Media Note: The
official U.S. LHC
press release is
available here:

http://www.fnal.gov/pub/presspass/press_releases/2013/Higgs-Boson-201303...
The official CERN press release is available here: http://press.web.cern.ch/press-
releases/2013/03/new-results-indicate-par...

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552
Andre Salles, Fermilab Office of Communication, media@fnal.gov, (630) 840-3351

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/14/2013) —The new particle discovered at the Large Hadron
Collider (LHC) in Switzerland last summer is looking more like a Higgs boson than ever before,
according to results announced today by the European Organization of Nuclear Research (CERN).

On July 4, 2012, physicists on the CMS and ATLAS experiments announced the discovery of a
particle with a close resemblance to the Higgs – the theoretical particle that provides mass to the
basic building blocks of matter and the last missing ingredient of the Standard Model of particle
physics. Discovery of the Higgs boson could help scientists answer questions surrounding what the
Universe is made of, what forces act within it and what gives matter substance.

Twenty-nine University of Minnesota faculty, researchers, students, engineers and technicians are
currently involved in the Compact Muon Solenoid (CMS) experiment, which totals nearly 4,300
active people from 179 institutes and 31 countries.

Although scientists will need to analyze substantially more data before they can conclusively declare
the new particle is the Standard Model Higgs boson, the results announced today at the Recontres
de Moriond conference in La Thuile, Italy bolster scientists’ confidence.

"Clear evidence that the new particle is the Stand Model Higgs boson still would not complete our
understanding of the universe," said Patty McBride, head of the CMS Center at the Fermi National
Accelerator Laboratory (Fermilab). "We still wouldn’t understand why gravity is so weak and we
would have mysteries of dark matter to confront. But it is satisfying to come a step closer to
validating a 48-year-old theory."

The Illinois-based Fermilab serves as the U.S. hub for more than 1,000 scientists and engineers
who participate in the CMS experiment.

University faculty Priscilla Cushman, Yuichi Kubota, Jeremiah Mans and Roger Rusack, all from the
School of Physics and Astronomy in the College of Science and Engineering, are among the CMS
collaboration of scientists investigating a wide range of physics, including the search for the Higgs
boson, extra dimensions and particles that could make up dark matter.

University of Minnesota researchers, graduate students and undergrads have been deeply involved
in the CMS experiment since 1993 and have played a key role in the design and construction of the
CMS detector. Rusack helped design and develop many of the detector’s components, including the
electromagnetic calorimeter (ECAL). When the LHC accelerates protons to high energies and
crashes them together, the ECAL measures the energies of photons produced in the collisions – a
key way of searching for the Higgs boson.

The CMS and ATLAS collaborations have analyzed two and a half times more data than was
available for the discovery announcement in July, and, in their preliminary results, they find that he
new particle is looking more and more like a Higgs boson.

The analysis included the data from about 500 trillion proton-proton collisions collected in 2011 and
from about 1,500 trillion collisions in 2012.
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UMN Resilient Communities Project partners with North St.
Paul to advance community sustainability

Contacts: Mike Greco, Resilient Communities Project, mgreco@umn.edu, (612) 625-7501 
Laurie Koehnle, City of North St. Paul, laurie.koehnle@ci.north-saint-paul.mn.us, (651) 747-2504 
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/18/2013) —The University of Minnesota’s Resilient Communities
Project is pleased to announce that the city of North St. Paul has been selected as its partner
community for the 2013–2014 academic year. The partnership will bring the expertise of hundreds
of graduate students and the University to sustainability-related projects identified by North St. Paul.

"We look forward to this exciting opportunity," said Nate Ehalt, community development director for
North St. Paul. "Our selection as the partner community will build on the city’s 125-year history of
sustainability and develop a key partnership that will assist us in identifying practical solutions for
the community’s future success."

RCP faculty director and Humphrey School of Public Affairs associate professor Carissa Schively
Slotterback, a resident fellow in the university’s Institute on the Environment, noted, "We're very
excited about our upcoming partnership with North St. Paul. The enthusiasm of city staff and the
diversity of local projects identified will ensure a productive and enjoyable collaboration."

RCP organizes yearlong partnerships between the University of Minnesota and Minnesota
communities. Each academic year, RCP chooses a city partner through a competitive request-for-
proposal process, helps identify potential projects based on community-identified sustainability
issues and needs, and matches the city’s project needs with University of Minnesota courses.

The partnership provides the community with access to students from a wide range of programs and
disciplines—from architecture, planning and engineering to business, environmental sciences and
the humanities. Through work with RCP, the community is able to enhance its own capacity to
advance sustainability. Students who participate in RCP projects benefit from real-world
opportunities to apply their knowledge and training and bring energy, enthusiasm and innovative
approaches to address local issues.

North St. Paul’s winning proposal was selected from among seven submitted. The proposal
identifies 18 projects for which the city would like assistance, including developing live/work
housing, revitalizing the city’s downtown, investigating green energy alternatives, creating "living
streets," planning community gardens, identifying economic development strategies, designing civic
engagement initiatives, crafting an environmental education program and creating a public art plan.
Staff from RCP and North St. Paul will begin working this spring to define the scope of the projects
and match them with courses offered at the U of M in fall 2013 and spring 2014. RCP program
manager Mike Greco will administer the partnership on behalf of the university, and North St. Paul
community development director Nate Ehalt will coordinate the city’s participation in the program.

RCP is an initiative of the Sustainability Faculty Network at the University of Minnesota, with funding
and administrative support provided by the Center for Urban and Regional Affairs and the Institute
on the Environment. To learn more, visit rcp.umn.edu.

About the Center for Urban and Regional Affairs
The University of Minnesota’s Center for Urban and Regional Affairs (CURA) connects the
resources of the University of Minnesota with the interests and needs of urban communities and the
region. CURA pursues its urban and regional mission by facilitating and supporting connections
between state and local governments, neighborhoods, and nonprofit organizations, and relevant
resources at the university, including faculty and students from appropriate campuses, colleges,
centers or departments. Learn more at www.cura.umn.edu.

About the Institute on the Environment
The University of Minnesota's Institute on the Environment discovers solutions to Earth’s most
pressing environmental problems by conducting transformative research, developing the next
generation of global leaders and building world-changing partnerships. Learn more at
www.environment.umn.edu.

About North St. Paul
North St. Paul is a town of 3.1 square miles with a six-block-long main street. A small industrial
village turned first-ring suburb, North St. Paul embraces its small-town feel but also recognizes it is
part of a larger region. With 125 years of history, North St. Paul is a tight-knit community with bonds
to the town atmosphere, its neighbors and their shared past. It is also a town that looks to the future,
embracing technology and seeking new ways to capture the next wave of innovation and ingenuity
to propel the community forward. Learn more at www.northstpaul.net.
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McCartan to discuss public attitudes toward sex abusers at
Robina Institute Forum

Contacts: David Hanbury, Robina Institute for Criminal Law and Criminal Justice,
dhanbury@umn.edu, (612) 625-8093 
Cynthia Huff, Law School, huffx070@umn.edu, (612) 625-6691
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/18/2013) —The University of Minnesota Law School announced
today that Kieran McCartan, senior lecturer in criminology at the University of the West of England,
will headline the first installment of the Robina in Conversation series April 10 in the Law School.

Organized by the Robina Institute for Criminal Law and Criminal Justice, the Robina in Conversation
series brings together scholars, practitioners and community members for dynamic, interactive
discussions about pressing issues in criminal law and justice.

The free public event will take place 3-4:30 p.m. in Mondale Hall room 25. Continuing Legal
Education credits (1.5 credits) have been approved and are offered free of charge. 

McCartan, a visiting scholar this spring in the Robina Institute, will discuss community attitudes
toward child sex abusers, and the public’s role in the reintegration of sex offenders back in to the
community. Joining him in the conversation will be Robina Institute visiting fellows John Stuart
(Minnesota State Public Defender) and Jeff Edblad (Isanti County Attorney). Associate Professor
Perry Moriearty of the Law School will moderate the discussion.

"Sexual offenders, especially child sexual abusers, are among the most reviled and ostracized
offenders in society," McCartan said. "The reintegration of sex offenders back into the community
has always been a difficult balancing act between risk management and public protection. It is
important to question whether communities realistically understand sexual offending, sex offenders
or state responses to these offenders."

A central issue in the conversation will be the role of the public in the reintegration of sex offenders.
Formal and informal sex offender disclosure strategies that have developed in recent years offer
community members more information about who are local sex offenders. The role of the public in
the management, regulation and reintegration of offenders has the potential to increase given the
current austerity cuts and reforms in criminal justice policy happening globally.

McCartan is program manager in criminology and deputy director of the Criminal Justice Unit at the
University of the West of England, in Bristol. Also during his time as a visiting scholar at the
University of Minnesota, he will conduct a number of focus groups of Twin Cities residents to
investigate their knowledge of local sex offenders, their understandings of criminal justice responses
to child sexual abusers, and their attitudes toward reintegration and rehabilitation efforts.

The Robina Institute works with policy-makers, practitioners and a wide range of leading scholars to
improve criminal justice systems that are widely recognized to be ineffective, overly costly, overly
severe, and insufficiently attentive to the needs and interests of victims. The Institute focuses its
work on three core, interrelated program areas: sentencing law and policy, led by Professors Kevin
Reitz and Richard Frase; criminal law theory, headed by Professor Antony Duff; and criminal justice
policy, led by Professor Michael Tonry.

The Institute is supported by a major long-term grant from the Minneapolis-based Robina
Foundation, which was established by James H. Binger, a St. Paul native and 1941 graduate of the
Minnesota Law School, shortly before his death in 2004.
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Siehl Prize for Excellence in Agriculture announces 2013
laureates

Media Note: Photos of all the winners can be downloaded: 
http://z.umn.edu/huisinganorling
http://z.umn.edu/minerich
http://z.umn.edu/jin

Contacts: Becky Beyers, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
bbeyers@umn.edu, (612) 626-5754
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/19/2013) —A world-renowned expert in wheat diseases, an
executive who developed important new packaging and food safety techniques and a pair of
entrepreneurs who lead an international technology company grounded in the poultry industry are
this year’s recipients of the prestigious Siehl Prize in Agriculture.

The prize is awarded annually by the University of Minnesota’s College of Food, Agricultural and
Natural Resource Sciences. Recipients are chosen in three categories: knowledge (teaching,
research and outreach); agribusiness; and production agriculture. This year’s winners are:

Yue Jin (knowledge):  He is among the leaders of two major global projects aimed at stopping the
spread of rust in wheat and barley, which is a significant threat to the world’s food supply. His
laboratory at the U.S. Department of Agriculture Cereal Disease Lab on the U of M’s St. Paul
campus is a unique resource for testing and analyzing deadly rust samples from around the world.
He’s also recognized as a mentor to the next generation of top wheat rust scientists from around the
world.

Phillip Minerich (agribusiness): As vice president of research and development at Hormel Foods,
he has led innovations in packaging, food technology and food safety during his 36-year career with
this Minnesota-based company. His team also is known for its work in hunger relief, as the creator
of Spammy™ shelf-stable poultry spread, which is fortified with vitamins and minerals to address
childhood malnutrition in Guatemala. The U of M alumnus also has been active in a number of food-
industry groups and as an adviser to the U’s food science and nutrition department. 

Ted Huisinga and Ray Norling (production agriculture): The son and nephew of Willmar Poultry
Co.’s founders have built the company into a multi-faceted firm with a dozen affiliated companies, all
related to the turkey industry. Two of those affiliate companies recently purchased a former state
hospital and repurposed it to a high-technology campus aimed at expanding biotechnology,
genetics, engineering and agriculture in west-central Minnesota. They’re also well-known in the
industry for their active work in food safety and animal health.  

The recipients were announced today as part of the celebration of National Ag Week. They will be
honored at a ceremony on May 23 on the university campus.

The Siehl Prize was created in the early 1990s by a generous gift from New Ulm-area livestock
breeder and businessman Eldon Siehl, a dedicated philanthropist who had a lifelong interest in
agricultural systems. Siehl was concerned that people were losing touch with their agrarian roots
and wanted his gift to ensure that achievements in agriculture would be recognized and celebrated. 
Recipients receive a $50,000 award as well as a sculpture and lapel pin designed by Minnesota
artist Thomas Rose especially for the Siehl Prize. 
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Peggy Liu will speak at Ensia Live on Wednesday,
March 27

Sustainable
prosperity:
Building a
new 'China
Dream'
Global sustainability
expert Peggy Liu to
share vision for
reshaping
consumerism in
China as part of
Ensia Live event
series March 27

Media Note: For
press passes,
contact Mary Hoff,
maryhoff@umn.edu, (612) 626-2670

Contacts: Todd Reubold, Institute on the Environment, reub0002@umn.edu, (612) 624-6140
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/19/2013) —Is it possible to become more prosperous while
protecting the global environment? Internationally acclaimed sustainability expert Peggy Liu will
present a plan for doing just that in China as the second speaker in this spring’s Ensia Live event
series Wednesday, March 27, 7:30 p.m., at the Ted Mann Concert Hall in Minneapolis. The series is
presented by the University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment.

Called the "China Dream," Liu’s approach has roots in the realization that the number of middle-
class consumers in China is expected to double to more than 600 million between now and 2025. In
her thought-provoking presentation, Liu will argue for a two-pronged approach to pursuing
sustainability that taps the best of our left, analytic brains and our right, aesthetic brains to shape a
framework for protecting resources that people embrace rather than fear.

"Sustainability messaging must shift hard from a focus on abstract responsibility to one that helps
people make subconscious choices that make them feel good about themselves," Liu wrote in a
recent article at Ensia magazine. "We need to speak to the heart, not to the head."

Along with Liu’s talk, the evening will offer a performance by the Twin Cities Women’s Choir. Cutting
across musical genres, cultures and traditions, the choir will sing the value of women as leaders,
performers, thinkers, artists and heroes, as well as environmental advocates.

Widely recognized for her expertise on China‘s energy landscape and for fostering international
collaboration, Liu has a passion for making the world a better place. She is chairperson and co-
founder of JUCCCE, a nonprofit organization dedicated to changing the way China creates and
uses energy; an executive advisor to Marks & Spencer; a World Economic Forum Young Global
Leader; and an advisor to GE’s Global Insight Network. She was named a Time Magazine Hero of
the Environment in 2008 and one of China’s top 50 innovative business leaders by China Business
News Weekly in 2012.

The March 27 event, made possible by the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, Minnesota Public
Radio and others, is the second of three environment-themed evenings presented by Ensia. The
first, a talk earlier this month by futurist Jamais Cascio, will be viewable online soon at
ensia.com/live. Wrapping up the season April 11 will be global architect Peter Williams, who will
draw on experience on five continents to discuss the links between housing design and health.
Visual artist Gregory Euclide and musician S. Carey of Bon Iver will add an artistic dimension to the
event. For more information and tickets, see ensia.com/live or contact the Northrop Box Office,
(612) 624-2345.

The Institute on the Environment seeks lasting solutions to Earth's biggest challenges through
research, partnerships and leadership development. For more information, visit
environment.umn.edu.
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University of Minnesota Board of Regents launches new website
Site provides improved search function and access to dockets, policies, etc.

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/20/2013) —The University of Minnesota Board of Regents has
launched a new website at www.regents.umn.edu to provide better access to board-related
information and multimedia.

The site uses web design techniques that allow visitors to easily interact with content from their
phone, tablet or laptop. It was re-developed in-house and includes other new features such as:

Clearer and easier navigation
Improved search function that more clearly organizes and identifies search results
YouTube access to video of full board meetings, as well as a link to watch meetings live
A news feed linking to information about the board and its work
Better access to meeting schedules, docket materials, policies (with links to the U’s related
administrative policies), bylaws and background about the board, individual regents and the board
office
Online forms by which members of the public may request a regent’s appearance at events or
contact the board office for information

The 12-member Board of Regents is the governing body of the university and was established by
the Minnesota Territorial Legislature prior to statehood. The Legislature elects one regent from each
of Minnesota’s eight congressional districts and four from the state at large. One of the four at-large
regents must be a U student at the time of election. Regents serve without compensation for six-
year terms and meet eight times each year.
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Bell Museum names Artists in Residence
Artists will explore the application of art as a medium for interpreting science in the public realm

Contacts: Martin Moen, Bell Museum of Natural History, mmoen@umn.edu, (612) 624-0793
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/20/2013) —Three Twin Cities area artists and an artists collective
have been awarded short-term residencies at the Bell Museum of Natural History. Their goal is to
engage with University of Minnesota researchers and the Bell’s scientific collections while exploring
the application of art as a medium for interpreting science in the public realm. Two of the artists will
complete their projects this spring and summer, while others will begin their work next fall and
winter.

The residencies are part of the Bell Museum’s Resident Artist Research Project, which is led by
adult programs coordinator Leah Peterson.

"The Bell has a rich history of exploring the intersections between art, nature and science along with
a wealth of scientific resources," Peterson says. "We see this project as a way to connect the public
with those resources by inviting the artist to be a leader in this process."

With funding from the McKnight Foundation, Peterson hopes the project brings diverse audiences
together and challenges people to think about art and science in fresh new ways. "We hope to
create experiences that will spark our enthusiasm and passion for discovering the world around us."

The artists in residence this spring and summer at the Bell Museum are:

Laurie Allmann, an environmental writer and poet who illuminates the complexities of science and
nature through writing and other forms of creative expression. Allmann draws on her background in
field biology and experience as a naturalist to explore the idea of "local knowledge" – ways of
knowing that people develop through their interactions with the physical environment and their
intimate experiences of place. Through poetry readings, public radio commentary, and television
documentaries, as well as published literature, monologues and plays, Allmann conveys both the
insights offered by research and her own enduring passion for the natural world.

Sonja Peterson employs motifs of common agricultural plants and animals, underground roots,
spider webs, and vine-like growths to examine the global matrix of agricultural, financial and
environmental systems. Using traditional paper cutting, collage and stencils, Peterson creates
elaborate large-scale hanging papercuts that illustrate how the structural integrity of global systems
lies in their interconnectivity: If elements disconnect, the entire system comes under threat of
collapse. Inspired by the writings of Michael Pollan, Richard Holmes and many others, Peterson is
currently interested in how the collection and trade of natural commodities like precious metals,
plant-based dyes, spices, fruits and animal furs have linked nature to the global banking system and
interwoven cultures, economies and ecological systems around the world.

Allmann and Peterson will debut their works April 27 at the Bell Social, an informal celebration of
spring’s arrival. The always-popular Bell Social combines art and science with great eats, door
prizes and a cash bar. This April’s event will also feature a live musical performance in the
museum’s diorama halls by the Chastity Brown Trio.

Future Bell Museum artists in residence will include: In fall 2013, the MAW Collective – also known
as Minneapolis Art on Wheels – a group of artists who activate and illuminate public spaces with
mobile, large-scale projections of sound and video; and, in early 2014, artist Andy DuCett, whose
work promises to "play" with traditional ideas of the museum-going experience while challenging the
audience to question their own expectations for what objects are collected and how they are
displayed.

The Bell Museum is part of the university’s College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource
Sciences, and strives to advance the quest to discover, document and understand life in its many
forms and to inspire curiosity, delight and informed stewardship of the natural world. For details, visit
bellmuseum.org.
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Upcoming events on the U of M campus

Contacts: University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/20/2013) —Please find below a list of select upcoming University of
Minnesota-related events. For the full U of M events calendar, visit www.events.umn.edu.

Tuesday, March 26 – CEHD Research Day
Visit this exciting display of College of Education and Human Development (CEHD) research,
including 50 poster presentations featuring CEHD faculty and staff. Topics cover a wide spectrum of
education and human development with impact on issues such as closing the achievement gap,
teacher education, early brain development and childhood education, child welfare, educational
technology, international adoption, school start times, reading interventions, STEM education, and
much more.

The event takes place Tuesday, March 26 from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. at the McNamara Alumni Center,
200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis. While free and open to the public, RSVP’s are required by March 21
if you wish to be served lunch.

Thursday, March 28 – ‘North of Sixty’ Arctic Expedition Kickoff Event
Four Minnesota explorers, led by Dr. Aaron Doering from the Learning Technologies Media Lab, will
undertake an expedition in April 2013, pulking across a stunning landscape of ice, rock, and sheer
granite mountains in Nunavut, Canada. This adventure learning expedition is tied to the ‘North of
Sixty°’ project, which collaborates with schools from around the circumpolar Arctic to create a global
tapestry of video stories that weave together both the ecological and cultural history of the Arctic.

A special kickoff event to celebrate the expedition, wish the explorers well, and examine the gear
and technology they will use takes place Thursday, March 28 from 2 - 4 p.m. at the McNamara
Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis. Also, learn about the special documentary they'll be
filming as they journey between two small communities across the Baffin Island. RSVP’s are
encouraged at n60kickoff.eventbrite.com and you can learn more about the project at
http://www.n60.co.

Wednesday, April 3 – ‘China, Inc.? China, Partners? Or China, Limited?’
Ted C. Fishman, best-selling author of "China, Inc." and "Shock of Gray," will deliver the 12th annual
Bob and Kim Griffin Building U.S.-China Bridges Lecture, 'China, Inc.? China, Partners? Or China,
Limited?' at 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 3 at the McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E.,
Minneapolis. A question-and-answer session and book-signing event will follow.

Fishman, a veteran journalist, former commodities trader, and emeritus fellow at the National
Chamber Foundation, will look at the future of China and the world in its influence. He has emerged
as a leading expert on two of the greatest megatrends of our age and his latest book, "Shock of
Gray," explores the aging of the world’s population. His previous international bestseller, "China,
Inc.," explores how the economic rise of China changes life everywhere in the world.

The Bob and Kim Griffin Building U.S.-China Bridges Lecture is free and open to the public. Tickets
must be reserved online at http://chinacenter.umn.edu with a limited number of tickets available at
the door. For assistance please contact the China Center at (612) 624-1002.

Thursday, April 4 - Opportunities in a Changing Defense Landscape: How Minnesota Can
Lead the Way
Representatives of the U.S. Army War College will join U of M and other experts in discussing how
Minnesota's industry, academia and government can work together to prepare for a marked
reduction in national defense spending. The public is invited and there is no cost for attending,
however, due to limited seating, RSVPs are strongly recommended. Please click here to register.

The event takes place from 8:30 – 11:30 a.m. in the 3M Auditorium at the Carlson School of
Management, 321 19  Ave. S., Minneapolis.

Monday, April 8 - Bridging Cultures Bookshelf: Muslim Journeys
This intergenerational film and conversation event will feature the 60-minute film, "Prince Among
Slaves" and will be followed by a conversation among attendees, facilitated by Joan Haan and
Fardosa Hassan. The 2007 film is the true story of Abdul Rahman Ibrahima Sori, an African prince
enslaved in the Americas.

This event runs from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 8 at the Saint Paul Area Council of
Churches, 1671 Summit Ave., St. Paul.

The Bridging Cultures Bookshelf: Muslim Journeys is a collection of books, films, and other
resources chosen to familiarize the American public about Islam and the cultural heritage of Islamic
civilizations around the world. The U of M Twin Cities Libraries is one of 840 libraries and state
humanities councils across the country selected to receive the collection from the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and the American Library Association (ALA).

More information is about Muslim Journeys is at z.umn.edu/mj.
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U of M choral tour engages high schools in greater Minnesota
Tour scheduled April 25 - 27 and includes group/private instruction, clinics, rehearsals, and free
public performances.

Contacts: Lisa Marshall, School of Music, marsh396@umn.edu, (612) 626-1094
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/21/2013) —University Singers - a cohort of 55 University of
Minnesota School of Music students, graduate student conductors led by director of choral activities
Kathy Saltzman Romey and associate director of choral activities Matthew Mehaffey - will embark
on the school’s first choral tour throughout the state of Minnesota, April 25-27.

The tour will involve engagement opportunities, including clinics, group and private voice instruction,
and rehearsals with greater Minn. high schools and public performances performed by the
University Singers and high school students.

Public performances are free and open to the public.

The University Singers repertoire will include music by Johannes Brahms, Benjamin Britten, Morten
Lauridsen, Carol Barnett and Moses Hogan. 

School of Music choral professor Matthew Mehaffey shares, "This choral tour is an amazing
opportunity for School of Music students and faculty to share our knowledge and love of singing
through clinics and voice instruction with talented high school choirs throughout greater Minnesota.
We look forward to bringing communities together through song."

The first stop on the tour is Osseo High School, where students from Osseo, Maple Grove and St.
Michael High Schools will participate. The Osseo public performance will take place on Thursday,
April 25 at 7:30 p.m. in the Osseo High School Auditorium (317 2nd Ave NW, Osseo).

On Friday, April 26, the tour continues to Brainerd High School. Students from Brainerd, Alexandria,
Crosby-Ironton, and Staples-Motley High Schools will participate in musical activities during the
school day.  The University Singers will present a solo performance at 7:30 p.m. on Friday April 26
at Lord of Life Lutheran Church (6190 Fairview Rd, Baxter, lolbaxter.org).

On Saturday, April 27, the singers will travel for a clinic at Cambridge-Isanti High School in
Cambridge.  Following an afternoon of engagement activities with the Cambridge-Isanti High School
Choir, there will be a public performance in the High School auditorium (430 NW 8th Ave,
Cambridge) at 7:30 p.m.     
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The Minnesota Regional FIRST Robotics Competitions
will be held March 30-31 at the University of
Minnesota’s Williams and Mariucci arenas.

Robots take
over U of M
sports arenas
March 29-30
Thousands of
students from
Minnesota and
surrounding states
will descend upon
Williams and
Mariucci arenas for
the FIRST Robotics
Competition

Media Note:
Practice rounds on
Thursday, March 28,
10 a.m.-noon and 1-
4:30 p.m. are open to the media. Media may also interview students and mentors working on their
robots in the pit areas. Media should check in at the registration table.

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552
Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959

March 26, 2013

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/26/2013) -- Two arenas full of screaming fans and more than 120
high school teams from Minnesota and surrounding states are extending the Minnesota tournament
frenzy another week at the Minnesota Regional FIRST Robotics Competitions 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday March 29-30 at the University of Minnesota’s Williams and Mariucci arenas.
The championship matches are 1:30-4:30 p.m., Saturday, March 30, when there will be non-stop
robot action. The event is free and open to the public.

The University of Minnesota College of Science and Engineering is one of the sponsors of the
event.

Often called the "varsity sport for the mind," FIRST Robotics combines the excitement of sport with
the rigors of science and technology. Under strict rules, limited resources, and time limits, teams are
challenged to raise funds, design a team brand, improve teamwork skills, and build and program
robots to perform prescribed tasks against a field of competitors. It’s about as close to "real-world
engineering" as a student can get. More than 50,000 high school students from around the world
are part of FIRST Robotics Competition teams.

This year’s game, called "Ultimate Ascent," is a little like robotic Ultimate Frisbee with a twist. The
object of the game is for the robot to score as many goals as possible during the match with
standard flying discs. The higher the goal in which the disc is scored, the more points earned. The
match ends with robots attempting to climb up pyramids located near the middle of the field. Each
robot earns bonus points based on how high it climbs.

Two robot alliances, one red and one blue, composed of three teams each, compete in matches of
two minutes and 15 seconds on a 27-by-54-foot field. The competing robots are up to 7 feet tall and
weigh about 150 pounds.

The top teams from the competition will qualify for the National Competition April 24-27 in St. Louis
and the Minnesota State Championship on May 18.

High school robotics has grown rapidly in the last decade in Minnesota. In 2006, there were just two
teams in Minnesota. This year there are 180 teams, more than the number of high school hockey
teams. This is the sixth year the University of Minnesota has hosted the regional high school
robotics competition.

In addition to the University of Minnesota College of Science and Engineering, other major sponsors
of the competition include Medtronic Inc., Boston Scientific, Pentair Foundation, 3M, Cummins,
ARMY ROTC - 3rd Brigade, and PTC.

To watch a video simulation of this year’s game, visit http://z.umn.edu/first13
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NOvA neutrino detector, constructed by University of Minnesota
researchers and students, records first 3D particle tracks
Recordings represent milestone in neutrino research

Media Note: Images of the NOvA far detector and 3-D images of a cosmic-ray muon producing a
large shower of energy as it passes through the NOvA far detector are available at
http://www.fnal.gov/pub/presspass/press_releases/2013/NOvA-201303-images.html

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552
Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Andre Salles, Fermilab Office of Communication, media@fnal.gov, (630) 840-3351

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/28/2013) —The first completed section of the NuMI Off-Axis Electron
Neutrino Appearance (NOvA) far detector has recorded its initial three-dimensional images of
particles. Compiled from data from cosmic rays, these landmark recordings mark a significant
milestone in the NOvA experiment.

The NOvA far detector is housed near Ash River, Minn., in a first-of-its-kind laboratory of the School
of Physics and Astronomy in the University of Minnesota’s College of Science and Engineering. U of
M students and faculty at the university’s Minneapolis-based NOvA Module Laboratory will construct
the detector’s more than 10,000 modules.

"These initial images are a testament to the innovation and ingenuity of University of Minnesota
faculty and collaborating researchers around the globe," said Marvin Marshak, laboratory director
and professor in the university’s School of Physics and Astronomy. "We are thrilled to receive these
first tangible results and are excited for the remarkable research the NOvA detector will allow in the
near future."

The completed section of the detector is about 12 feet long, 15 feet wide and 20 feet tall. It catches
cosmic rays – particles produced by a constant rain of atomic nuclei falling on the Earth’s
atmosphere from space – at a rate of 3,000 rays per second. When cosmic rays pass through the
NOvA detector, they leave straight tracks and deposit well-known amounts of energy – a perfect tool
for calibrating a new detector.

"It’s taken years of hard work and close collaboration among universities, national laboratories and
private companies to get to this point," said Pier Oddone, director of the Department of Energy’s
Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory. Fermilab manages the project to construct the detector.

An international collaboration, the $283 million NOvA experiment involves 169 scientists and
engineers from 34 global universities and laboratories. When the detector in Minnesota is
completed, physicists will use it to explore the mysterious behavior of neutrinos, fundamental
building blocks of matter that are thought to have originated in the Big Bang.

"Neutrino research is a journey to discover how our universe began," said Marshak. "To actually
construct the device that will enable this discovery is a special opportunity for our students."

More than 250 U of M undergraduates and six full-time staff are currently employed at the module
factory. The finished NOvA far detector will be constructed from individual modules weighing 1,100
pounds each. All told, the detector will comprise more than 11 million pounds of PVC and rank as
the world’s largest PVC structure. The full detector will measure more than 200 feet long, 50 feet
wide and 50 feet tall.

The NOvA laboratory in Ash River is no ordinary building. It contains a shielded detector hall that is
280 feet long and 67 feet wide with a 70-foot ceiling. Attached to the hall is a 72-foot long assembly
area and a 124-foot-long loading dock area with space to house dual overhead cranes. The block
pivoter, weighing more than 750,000 pounds, will be used to move the more than 12,000 modules
that comprise the neutrino detector into position.

Later this year, Fermilab, outside Chicago, will start sending a beam of neutrinos 500 miles through
the earth to the NOvA detector in northern Minnesota. When a neutrino interacts in the NOvA
detector, the particles it produces leave trails of light in their wake. The detector records these
streams of light, enabling physicists to identify the original neutrino and measure the amount of
energy it had.

The NOvA detector is operated by the University of Minnesota under a cooperative agreement with
the U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of Science. In addition to Marshak, U of M faculty
researchers from the School of Physics and Astronomy involved are Kenneth Heller, Dan Cronin-
Hennessy, Gregory Pawloski and School of Physics and Astronomy HeadRonald Poling. Nathaniel
Pearson is the supervisor for the Module Lab in Minneapolis. William Miller is the supervisor for the
university’s Ash River laboratory.

The NOvA experiment is funded by the U.S. Department of Energy, the National Science
Foundation and funding agencies in the Czech Republic, Greece, India, Russia and the United
Kingdom.
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Two U of M students named Udall Scholars

Contacts: Sally Lieberman, UMTC Udall faculty representative, liebe001@umn.edu, 612-624-0399
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/28/2013) —Katrina Klett and Marissa Kramer, both undergraduates
at the University of Minnesota Twin Cities, have been selected as Udall Scholars for 2013.

The 50 scholars from across the U.S. were announced Thursday by the Morris K. and Stewart L.
Udall Foundation, named for brothers who, combined, represented Southern Arizona in the U.S.
House of Representatives for more than 35 years and worked together on numerous environmental
and Native American initiatives.

These prestigious, congressionally funded scholarships honor exceptional students who are
committed to careers related to the environment, tribal public policy or Native American health care.
Udall Scholars receive up to $5000 for their undergraduate education and participate in Udall
Foundation-sponsored leadership and networking activities.

Klett and Kramer, both juniors enrolled in the University Honors Program and the College of Liberal
Arts, plan to pursue environmental-related careers. 

Katrina Klett, who is majoring in Asian languages and literatures/Chinese and minoring in
sustainability studies, focuses on beekeeping as a means to alleviate poverty and protect
biodiversity in developing countries. A Jamestown, N.D., resident, Klett spent her childhood traveling
between the upper Midwest and Texas with her family’s beekeeping and queen bee breeding
businesses. She co-founded and continues to oversee a beekeeping development project in 12
rural villages in Yunnan, China. As part of this project, she has designed and implemented
community and children’s educational programs emphasizing biodiversity and environmental
protection. She is also the beekeeping trainer for projects in Vietnam and Sierra Leone. Klett’s
extensive experience in advocacy and environmental education includes a year of service as
spokeswoman for the American Beekeeping Federation. At the university, she has conducted
research with professor Marla Spivak of the Department of Entomology. 

"This is a huge honor for me, one I wouldn’t have received without the guidance I received at the U,"
said Klett. "I work with marginalized communities and am excited to collaborate with others who are
interested in public policy, especially for Native Americans."

Marissa Kramer is a political science major from North Mankato, Minn.. She plans to work in
environmental policy with a focus on reducing the disproportionate impact of environmental
degradation on low-income and minority communities. Kramer has interned in Minnesota
Congressman Tim Walz’s offices in Mankato and Washington, D.C. At the Mankato office, she
developed highly successful workshops for constituents on how to apply for federal grants. She has
been active in the Campus Beyond Coal initiative at the university and recently testified, alongside
President Eric Kaler, at Minnesota Senate and House hearings on the need for funds to renovate
the university’s power plant so that it can better support renewable energy. Kramer is a co-founder
of the Minnesota Youth Environmental Network and directs the Minnesota Student Association’s
Committee on University Policies and Student Concerns.

"I’m incredibly honored to be named a Udall scholar," said Kramer. "I plan to study abroad this
coming fall in Hungary to see what European countries spend on environmental protection and how
they protect citizens from environmental degradation, and this Udall scholarship will allow me to
take this project even further."

This is the first time that the university’s Twin Cities campus has had two Udall scholars in the same
year. Other recent recipients from UMTC are Eric Sannerud (2012) and Siri Simons (2011). The
university is one of six institutions with more than one Udall Scholar this year. In past years, Udall
Scholars have been selected from the University of Minnesota Morris and University of Minnesota
Duluth.
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Ag Awareness Day is set for April 16 on the U's
Minneapolis campus

U of M
students to
host
Agriculture
Awareness
Day April 16
Fourth annual event
shares importance of
agriculture; dairy
cows, pigs and
lambs to visit heart of
Minneapolis campus

What: University of
Minnesota students
and Minnesota
agriculture groups
host fourth annual Agriculture Awareness Day
When: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday, April 16
Where: Church Street, University of Minnesota East Bank campus, Minneapolis

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552
Kelsey Gunderson, student organizer, gunde319@umn.edu, (320) 220-1857

March 29, 2013

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/29/2013) – American agriculture continues to provide many of the
necessities of everyday life, including food, fiber, clothing and fuel. Agricultural education students at
the University of Minnesota will share that message with fellow students, faculty, staff and the
general public during the fourth annual Agriculture Awareness Day, Tuesday, April 16.

The event takes place from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Church Street, in the heart of the university’s East
Bank in Minneapolis.

Organized under the leadership of students in the University of Minnesota Agricultural Education
Club, the goal of the event is to increase awareness of how food, fiber and renewable resource
products are produced and showcase the critical role American agriculture plays in maintaining a
strong economy, especially as the world population continues to grow. A broad range of Minnesota
agricultural producers, associations, corporations and government agencies are joining the students
in this effort.

Attendees will have the chance to visit with Agricultural Education Club members and ask questions
of industry experts while learning more about various aspects of the agriculture industry.

The event will also feature interactive booths and the chance for people to see dairy cows, beef
cattle, pigs, lambs and goats. Other featured animals include chickens and rabbits.

Student organizers invite you to learn more about agriculture by visiting the Agriculture Awareness
Day Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/AgAwareness. While there, show off your connection to
agriculture by participating in a photo contest. Share a photo and a story about how agriculture
plays a role in your life; the top three photos based on number of Facebook likes by Friday, April 5
will receive a prize!

The following organizations are scheduled to participate in Agriculture Awareness Day: the U of M
College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences; Minnesota Department of Agriculture;
Agricultural Utilization Research Institute (AURI); Minnesota Beef Council; Minnesota Bio-Fuels
Association; Minnesota Buffalo Association; U of M Department of Chicano Studies;
CommonGround Minnesota; Minnesota Corn Growers Association; Midwest Dairy Association;
Minnesota Farm Bureau; Minnesota Farmers Union; Minnesota Pork Board; Minnesota Soybean; U
of M Institute for Sustainable Agriculture (MISA); Minnesota Turkey; and the U of M Extension’s
Minnesota 4-H.

Student organizers wish to thank major sponsor CHS Foundation for its support. Gratitude is also
extended to Coca-Cola, Gold ‘n Plump, Minnesota Corn Growers Association, Midwest Dairy
Association, Minnesota Pork Board, Minnesota Soybean, Minnesota Student Association and
Student Service Fees, and the Minnesota Pork Board.
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Three University of Minnesota students named 2013 Barry M.
Goldwater Scholars
Fourth student receives an honorable mention

Contacts: Sally Lieberman, UMTC Goldwater Scholarship Representative , liebe001@umn.edu,
(612) 624-0399
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (03/29/2013) —Three University of Minnesota Twin Cities
undergraduates have been named 2013 Barry M. Goldwater Scholars. A fourth student also
received an honorable mention. The prestigious Goldwater Scholarship is awarded annually to
outstanding sophomores and juniors who intend to pursue research-oriented careers in
mathematics, the natural sciences and engineering. The scholarships provide up to $7,500 per year
for up to two years of undergraduate study.

Each of the three Goldwater Scholars is enrolled in the University Honors Program. The three
students are:

Daniel Boman, a California resident, is a junior majoring in mechanical engineering and minoring in
Spanish studies. He is enrolled in the College of Science and Engineering. He plans to pursue a
Ph.D. in his major field and a career in research and development in the energy sector. Boman is
committed to developing new technologies that will decrease dependence on fossil fuels, and wants
to usher them all the way from design to market. He has been engaged in undergraduate research
since his freshman year. In Professor Andreas Stein’s chemistry laboratory, he worked on
developing materials for use in solar thermal fuel production and to improve energy storage capacity
in supercapacitors and lithium batteries. Currently, he is conducting research with Mechanical
Engineering Professor Jane Davidson on a model of the reaction kinetics of the production of
carbon monoxide and hydrogen over reduced cerium oxide, a technology that will be utilized in a
new solar thermochemical reactor that Davidson’s laboratory is developing. In his spare time,
Boman enjoys ballroom dancing. He holds a corporate-sponsored National Merit Scholarship, a
Gold Scholar Award and a Frank Louk Scholarship from the Department of Mechanical Engineering.

Karen Leopold is a junior biochemistry and genetics major from Falcon Heights, Minn. She is
enrolled in the College of Biological Sciences. Her goals include a Ph.D. in biochemistry and a
research and teaching career as a professor in the biological sciences. She would like to direct an
academic laboratory focused on investigating protein function and genetics through biochemical and
evolutionary lenses. Her interests also include origin-of-life research, immunology, and virology. She
is engaged in a research project on the human immune response to Group A Streptococcus under
Professor Patrick Cleary of the Department of Microbiology and Professor Edward Kaplan of the
Department of Pediatrics. Leopold’s research has already demonstrated the superiority of a new
assay for analyzing streptococcal antibodies in patient samples. Leopold is the recipient of many
academic awards, including a Bentson Family Scholarship and a Stanley Dagley Memorial
Scholarship, as well as awards for rock climbing and piano. She has been a tutor for the general
chemistry program and works at the university’s rock climbing wall as a route-setter. 

Maxwell Shinn, from Chaska, Minn., is a sophomore majoring in neuroscience and mathematics.
He is enrolled in both the College of Biological Sciences and the College of Science and
Engineering. Drawn to "big questions" of the relationship between consciousness and
neurophysiology, he aims to pursue a Ph.D. in computational neuroscience. In his research
activities Shinn wants to look for mathematical order in human cognitive functions, study how
information theory can be used to analyze large biological networks, and explore the relationship
between information and evolution. He has been involved in research under Professor Philip Zelazo
of the Institute for Child Development and Professor Duane Nykamp of the School of Mathematics.
Currently, he is studying how artificial neural networks can be used to model ecological phenomena
under the direction of Professor Clarence Lehman of the Department of Ecology, Evolution, and
Behavior. Shinn holds an AXA Achievement Scholarship, awarded to ten students per year in the
United States, and a University of Minnesota Presidential Scholarship. He is a composer whose
works have been performed by several local ensembles, and he is the founder and lead developer
of WriteType, an open source computer program that helps elementary school students experience
success in writing. 

The student receiving an honorable mention scholarship status is also in the University Honors
Program. He is:

Matthew Hauwiller, from Maple Grove, Minn., is a junior majoring in chemical engineering and
chemistry. He is enrolled in the College of Science and Engineering. He plans to pursue a Ph.D. in
physical chemistry and will focus his research career on developing alternative energy sources,
particularly solar cells, that have enormous potential to benefit society. For the past two years he
has been conducting research under the direction of Professor David Blank of the Department of
Chemistry. In Blank’s laboratory Hauwiller has worked on a project aimed at removing carcinogenic
chlorinated ethylenes from groundwater, and on the development of polymers for use in organic
photovoltaic cells. Hauwiller represents the College of Science and Engineering on the University of
Minnesota Undergraduate Advisory Board and participates in CSE’s Gemini Leadership Project. He
also enjoys intramural softball, volleyball, and flag football. Hauwiller has been the recipient of
numerous awards at the university, including a University of Minnesota-sponsored National Merit
Scholarship, a Presidential Scholarship, and a Heisig-Gleysteen Fellowship from the Department of
Chemistry.

The Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence in Education Program was established by
Congress in 1986 to honor Sen. Barry Goldwater, who served his country for 56 years as a soldier
and statesman, including 30 years of service in the U.S. Senate. This year, less than 300 scholars
were selected nationwide from a field of more than 1,100 students who were nominated by their
colleges and universities. Each institution many nominate up to four students.

A total of 54 University of Minnesota, Twin Cities undergraduates have been Goldwater Scholars
since the program’s inception in 1986.

University of Minnesota, Twin Cities students who are interested in applying for the scholarship in
the future may consult the Office for National and International Scholarships by visiting
www.honors.umn.edu/scholarships.

For more information on the Goldwater Scholarship, visit www.act.org/goldwater.
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Public interviews scheduled for U of M Vice Provost for Student
Affairs and Dean of Students candidates

Media Note: This is an updated release to include the addition of a public interview for candidate,
Denise B. Maybank.

Contacts: Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/01/2013) —Five candidates have been invited to the University of
Minnesota Twin Cities campus to engage in public interviews for the position of Vice Provost for
Student Affairs and Dean of Students.

As part of the campus visit, each candidate will participate in a public forum and reception (see
schedule below), during which he or she will deliver a presentation entitled, "A Vision for Excellence:
Student Affairs in a Public Land Grant Research University."

In addition to the public forums, interviews for each of the candidates have been scheduled with
select University stakeholder groups. For more information, visit the search web site at:
http://osa.umn.edu/search.html.

Denise B. Maybank
Interim Vice President for Student Affairs and Services, Michigan State University
Public Forum: 3-4:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 17, 3-180 Kenneth H. Keller Hall (East Bank)

Danita M. Brown
Dean of Students, Purdue University
Public Forum: 3-4:30 p.m., Monday, April 8, 3-180 Kenneth H. Keller Hall (East Bank)

John R. Saddlemire
Vice President for Student Affairs, University of Connecticut
Public Forum: 8-9:30 a.m., Tuesday, April 9, 3-180 Kenneth H. Keller Hall (East Bank)

Michael A. Gilbert
Vice President for Student Life, University of Delaware
Public Forum: 3-4:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 10, 3-180 Kenneth H. Keller Hall (East Bank)

Gary Ratcliff
Assistant Vice Chancellor of Student Life, University of California, San Diego
Public Forum: 8-9:30 a.m., Friday, April 12, 3-180 Kenneth H. Keller Hall (East Bank)
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UMPD urges students to 'Step Up' during annual 'Coffee and
Donuts with the Cops' event
University safety effort promotes "active bystanders" who effectively intervene in dangerous
situations

Media Note: Media interested in covering should arrive early as donuts go quickly. U President Eric
Kaler will participate from 8:00 to 8:30 a.m. Wednesday, April 3.

What:        University of Minnesota Police and leaders – including U President Eric Kaler – to hand
out donuts, coffee and safety information.
When:       7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, April 2, Wednesday, April 3 and Thursday, April 4
Where:      Tuesday, April 2: U of M West Bank Skyway, 219 19  Ave. S., Minneapolis
Wednesday, April 3: U of M East Bank, Coffman Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis
Thursday, April 4: U of M St. Paul Student Center, 2017 Buford Ave., St. Paul

Contacts: Tim Busse, University Services, busse006@umn.edu, (612) 624-2863
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

April 1, 2013

MINNEAPOLIS/ST. PAUL (04/01/2013) – The first step in saving lives is often just that – a step in to
intervene. The annual "Coffee and Donuts with the Cops" event is a way for University of Minnesota
Police, university leaders and students to come together in the spirit of a safe and engaged campus
environment.

Students will have opportunities to share coffee and donuts from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, April 2,
Wednesday, April 3 and Thursday, April 4 at three locations on the Twin Cities campus.

Vice President of University Services Pam Wheelock will join the UMPD in its efforts Tuesday in the
West Bank Skyway. President Eric Kaler will lend his support Wednesday from 8 to 8:30 a.m. at
Coffman Union. The week’s events will wrap up Thursday, with police handing out donuts inside the
St. Paul Student Center.

"We all share responsibility to create a safe environment," said Greg Hestness, chief of the
University of Minnesota Police Department and assistant vice president for public safety. "A critical
component of public safety is public awareness – the ability to notice an event, interpret it as a
problem and assume personable responsibility, and the knowledge to intervene and help
effectively."

The goals of the university’s "Step Up" campaign are twofold: To give people the ability to recognize
events where they should step up and to provide the skills necessary to effectively intervene. The
initiative encompasses emergency and non-emergency situations in the areas of sexual violence
prevention, alcohol abuse prevention, campus safety and mental health. It encourages an
environment in which "Gophers are active bystanders."

"Step Up" is a joint initiative of the university’s Office for Student Affairs, Aurora Center and Boynton
Health Services. For more information visit www.stepup.umn.edu.
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April 11 Ensia Live presents Peter Williams on health and home
London- and New York–based architect, social entrepreneur and humanitarian to offer unique
insights into the links among housing design, development and disease around the world

Media Note: For press passes, contact Mary Hoff at maryhoff@umn.edu or (612) 626-2670

Contacts: Todd Reubold, Institute on the Environment, reub0002@umn.edu, (612) 624-6140
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/02/2013) —What does housing have to do with health? Everything in
the world, says architect, social entrepreneur and humanitarian Peter Williams – who is working
everywhere in the world to boost both health and sustainable housing through Architecture for
Health in Vulnerable Environments (ARCHIVE). Williams will bring his vision for a healthier, better-
designed world to the Ted Mann Concert Hall in Minneapolis as the grand finale speaker in the
Ensia Live event series April 11, 7:30 p.m. The series is presented by the University of Minnesota’s
Institute on the Environment.

Williams will offer unique insights into the complex and compelling links between housing design
and health on five continents and discuss how a greater appreciation of architecture’s role in human
well-being could transform the world.  As 60 million people move into cities each year in developing
countries, he says, we need to think in an entirely new way about design, development and disease.
Using stunning visuals and personal stories, he will take the audience on a tour of the globe from
Nigeria to India, Cameroon to Jamaica — and points in between — as he explores this 21st century
challenge in a way that refuses to consider living conditions and human health separately, arguing
instead for a systemic approach.

"Housing can be a major vehicle for curbing the risk of contracting diseases and therefore the
mortality for some of the poorest people on our planet," Williams said in a recent interview with
Ensia. "But the extent to which we can render this effective is the extent to which we can, I would
argue, move away from this notion of looking at the issues in silos."

Along with Williams’ talk, the evening will offer a performance by visual artist Gregory Euclide and
musician S. Carey of Bon Iver.

Based in London and New York, Williams has worked on building projects on five continents and
has taught at universities around the world. He holds degrees in African studies and architecture
from the University of Oxford and Columbia University, respectively, and a first class honors degree
from the City College of New York. He has received numerous awards, including the Kinne
Fellowship from Columbia University that led him to form ARCHIVE. He has also been a visiting
researcher at the UNAIDS Secretariat in South Africa and has worked for the World Bank. In 2009
he was named among the 22 best emerging social entrepreneurs in the world by Echoing Green,
and in 2011 he was recognized as one of Britain’s "40 under 40 International Development Leaders"
by Devex. His work has been featured by major media outlets, including BBC World, ABC, CBS,
NPR, the Guardian and the Wall Street Journal.

The April 11 event, made possible by the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, Minnesota Public
Radio and others, is the third of three environment-themed evenings hosted by Ensia. The first, a
presentation on "Bots, Bacteria and Carbon" by futurist Jamais Cascio, is now available for viewing
online. Global sustainability expert Peggy Liu’s talk, the second in the series, will be viewable soon
at ensia.com/live.

The Institute on the Environment seeks lasting solutions to Earth's biggest challenges through
research, partnerships and leadership development. For more information, visit
environment.umn.edu.
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The population size of an Adélie penguin colony on
Antarctica’s Beaufort Island increased 84 percent as the
ice fields retreated between 1958-2010, with the
biggest change in the last three decades. (Credit:
Michelle LaRue, University of Minnesota)

Climate
change
winners:
Adélie
penguin
population
expands as
ice fields
recede
First-of-its-kind study
led by the University
of Minnesota
provides important
information on the
impact of
environmental
change

Media Note: Images
are available for use, with credit to University of Minnesota, at:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/umn_inst_tech/8615817079/in/set-72157633158685642. Please note
that the ACA permit number located in the lower left- or right-hand side of select images should
remain on the photo. To receive higher resolution versions, please contact Rhonda Zurn
(rzurn@umn.edu) or Matt Hodson (mjhodson@umn.edu).

Contacts: Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/03/2013) —Adélie penguins may actually benefit from warmer global
temperatures, the opposite of other polar species, according to a breakthrough study by an
international team led by University of Minnesota Polar Geospatial Center researchers. The study
provides key information affirming hypothetical projections about the continuing impact of
environmental change.

Researchers from the United States and New Zealand used a mix of old and new technology
studying a combination of aerial photography beginning in 1958 and modern satellite imagery from
the 2000s. They found that the population size of an Adélie penguin colony on Antarctica’s Beaufort
Island near the southern Ross Sea increased 84 percent (from 35,000 breeding pairs to 64,000
breeding pairs) as the ice fields retreated between 1958-2010, with the biggest change in the last
three decades. The average summer temperature in that area increased about a half a degree
Celsius per decade since the mid-1980s.

The first-of-its-kind study was published today in PLOS ONE, a leading peer-reviewed scientific
journal. The research affirms models published in 2010 projecting how south polar penguins will
respond to changed habitat as Earth’s atmosphere reaches 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial
levels, a point that is rapidly approaching.

The study showed that available habitat for Adélie penguins on the main portion of the Beaufort
colony, on the south coast, increased 71 percent since 1958, with a 20 percent increase from 1983-
2010. The extent of the snow and ice field to the north of the main colony did not change from 1958-
1983, but then retreated 543 meters from 1983-2010.

In addition to the overall population growth, researchers saw an increase in population density
within the colony as it filled in what used to be unsuitable habitat covered in snow and ice. They also
found that the emigration rates of birds banded as chicks on Beaufort Island to colonies on nearby
Ross Island decreased after 2005 as available habitat on Beaufort increased, leading to altered
dynamics of the population studied.

"This research raises new questions about how Antarctic species are impacted by a changing
environment," said Michelle LaRue, the paper’s co-author and research fellow at the Polar
Geospatial Center in the University of Minnesota’s College of Science and Engineering. "This paper
encourages all of us to take a second look at what we’re seeing and find out if this type of habitat
expansion is happening elsewhere to other populations of Adélie penguins or other species."

World-renowned penguin expert and study co-author David Ainley, a lead author of an earlier study,
agreed that this study gives researchers important new information.

"We learned in previous research from 2001-2005 that it is a myth that penguins never move to a
new colony in large numbers. When conditions are tough, they do," said Ainley, a senior marine
wildlife ecologist with H.T. Harvey and Associates, an environmental consulting company in
California.  "This study at Beaufort and Ross Islands provides empirical evidence about how this
penguin attribute will contribute to their response to climate change."

Adélie penguins are common along the southern Antarctic coast. They are smaller than their
Emperor penguin counterparts standing about 46 to 75 cm (18 to 30 inches) when upright and
weighing about 4.5-5.4 kg (10-12 pounds). The Adélie penguin lives only where there is sea ice but
needs the ice-free land to breed. Breeding pairs produce on average one chick per year and return
to the same area to breed if conditions haven’t changed.

To determine changes in available nesting habitat in this study, researchers gathered aerial photos
during the penguin incubation period in 1958, 1983 and 1993 and high-resolution satellite images
from 2005 and 2010. Researchers overlaid the images exactly, lining up rocks and other
geographical landmarks. They studied guano (penguin feces and urine) stains to determine the
available habitat.

In the future, researchers plan to use additional satellite imagery to look at other Adélie penguin
populations to help understand the dynamics and environmental factors that influence regional
populations.

"This study brought together researchers from different academic disciplines who all contributed
their expertise," LaRue said. "We had people who study climate change, spatial analysis, and
wildlife population dynamics. This is how good science leads to results."

In addition to LaRue and Ainley, other researchers involved in the study included Matt Swanson, a
graduate student researcher at the University of Minnesota Polar Geospatial Center; Katie M.
Dugger from Oregon State University; Phil O’B. Lyver from Landcare Research in New Zealand;
Kerry Barton from Bartonk Solutions in New Zealand; and Grant Ballard from PRBO Conservation
Science in California.

The study was primarily funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF).

To read the entire research paper in the PLOS ONE journal, visit http://z.umn.edu/adelie13.
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Upcoming events on the U of M campus

Contacts: University News Service, , unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/03/2013) —Please find below a list of select upcoming University of
Minnesota-related events. For the full U of M events calendar, visit events.umn.edu.

Thursday, April 4 – Carlson School to host U.S. Army War College

Representatives of the U.S. Army War College will join experts from industry, academia, and
government to discuss how Minnesota can prepare for a marked reduction in national defense
spending. "Opportunities in a Changing Defense Landscape: How Minnesota Can Lead the Way"
will be held from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m., Thursday, April 4 at the Carlson School of Management's 3M
Auditorium, 321 19  Ave. S., Minneapolis.

Captain James Boswell, Director of the U.S. Army War College's Eisenhower Series College
Program, will begin the discussion. Colonel Robert Humphrey will then present "The National Debt
and Deficit Spending and Its Effect on our Military and National Security."

A panel discussion featuring Chip Laingen of the Defense Alliance, Alan Bignall of ReconRobotics
Inc., Jay Tibbets of ATK, and a representative of the Minnesota High Tech Association will follow
Col. Humphrey's remarks and audience questions.

Established in 1969, the Eisenhower Program encourages dialogue on national security and other
public policy issues between senior military leaders and the public at universities throughout the
United States.

Admission is free. However, due to limited seating online reservations are recommended.

Thursday, April 11 – Ensia Live presents Peter Williams

What does housing have to do with health? Everything in the world, says architect, social
entrepreneur and humanitarian Peter Williams – who is working everywhere in the world to boost
both health and sustainable housing through Architecture for Health in Vulnerable Environments
(ARCHIVE). Williams will bring his vision for a healthier, better-designed world to the Ted Mann
Concert Hall (2128 4  Street S, Minneapolis) as the grand finale speaker in the Ensia Live event
series April 11, 7:30 p.m.

Tickets, which range from $10 to $20, are available at www.tickets.umn.edu.

Williams will offer unique insights into the complex and compelling links between housing design
and health on five continents and discuss how a greater appreciation of architecture’s role in human
well-being could transform the world.  As 60 million people move into cities each year in developing
countries, he says, we need to think in an entirely new way about design, development and disease.
Using stunning visuals and personal stories, he will take the audience on a tour of the globe from
Nigeria to India, Cameroon to Jamaica — and points in between — as he explores this 21st century
challenge in a way that refuses to consider living conditions and human health separately, arguing
instead for a systemic approach.

The series is presented by the University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment. For more
information, visit ensia.com/live/.

Thursday, April 11 – UMN Federalist Society to host annual symposium

The UMN Federalist Society, a student organization at the University of Minnesota Law School, is
excited to announce its 2013 symposium, "The War on Drugs:  Who’s Winning?" The symposium,
an annual event for the UMN Federalist Society, will serve as the culmination of the organization’s
schedule of debates and presentations for the 2012-2013 academic year.

This year’s symposium will commence at 12:15 p.m. Wednesday, April 11 in Room 25 of Mondale
Hall, 229 19  Ave. S, Minneapolis. Thanks in part to support by GAPSA, admission is free and open
to the public.

The hour-long symposium will feature a panel discussion headlined by James Gray, the 2012
Libertarian Party vice presidential nominee. Judge Gray will be joined by Bud Shaver, West St. Paul
police chief, and Kurtis Hanna, Executive Director of MN NORML. The panel will be moderated by
Richard Painter, professor at the University of Minnesota Law School and former chief ethics lawyer
in the White House Counsel’s office under President George W. Bush.

As a student chapter of the national Federalist Society, the UMN Federalist Society is dedicated to
studying and debating principles of law in an open forum, which it views is the best method for
demonstrating the superiority and correctness of legal ideas. It is not officially affiliated with the
University of Minnesota.

For more information, email David Tibbals (tibba008@umn.edu) or Dominick Grande
(grand102@umn.edu).

Thursday, April 11 – The world premiere of "Something About a Bear"

Thursday, April 11 marks the world premiere of "Something About A Bear" – a modern fairy tale that
weaves together a mischievous wizard, a bear turned into a man, a cross-dressing princess and a
hysterical tyrant king in a new play about the terrifying transformative power of love.

Inspired by a beloved Russian folk story, award-winning American playwright Constance Congdon
transfers the action to a small town in northern Minnesota, while composer Johanna Gorman-Baer
conjures an original backwoods musical score performed live.

"Something About a Bear," directed by Lisa Channer and Vladimir Rovinsky of Theatre Novi Most
(Theatre of a New Bridge), produced in partnership with the Theatre Arts and Dance Department of
the University of Minnesota, promises to delight and inspire audiences of all ages with its magic,
humor and heart.

Opening April 11 and playing through April 21, "Something About a Bear" will be performed at the
Stoll Thrust stage of the Rarig Center, 330 21  Ave. S, Minneapolis.

Tickets are available online and at the door ($5 for students, $10 general admission). For more
information, including ticket deals, visit: www.theatrenovimost.org.

Friday, April 12 –"Knocking on Heaven's Door": A talk by celebrated physicist Lisa Randall

As part of the Guy Stanton Ford Lectureship Program, the University of Minnesota is pleased to
welcome Lisa Randall for a special talk: "Knocking on Heaven’s Door: How Physics and Scientific
Thinking Illuminate the Universe and Modern World."

Sponsored by the Office of the Provost, the lecture is scheduled for 2 to 3 p.m., Friday, April 12 at
Ted Mann Concert Hall, 2128 4  Street S, Minneapolis. The event is free and open to the public.

The latest developments in physics have the potential to radically revise our understanding of the
world: its makeup, its evolution, and the fundamental forces that drive its operation.

Theoretical physicist and bestselling author Lisa Randall (one of Time magazine’s "100 Most
Influential People in the World") provides an exhilarating and accessible overview of these
developments and delivers a rousing argument for the significance of science in our lives.

For more information, visit: https://events.umn.edu/Knocking-on-Heavens-Door-A-Talk-by-
Celebrated-Physicist-Lisa-Randall--027196.htm.

Friday, April 12 – UROC Summer Resource Fair

From 4 to 7 p.m., Friday, April 12, the University of Minnesota Urban Research and Outreach-
Engagement Center will be hosting its annual event showcasing urban-focused summertime
educational and recreational opportunities for youth.

Representatives from a variety of community-based organizations will be on hand with scholarships,
registration and general information.

The event is free and open to the public. For more information, visit: www.uroc.umn.edu.

UROC is located at 2001 Plymouth Ave. N, Minneapolis.

Tuesday, April 16 – Agriculture Awareness Day

American agriculture continues to provide many of the necessities of everyday life, including food,
fiber, clothing and fuel. Agricultural education students at the University of Minnesota will share that
message with fellow students, faculty, staff and the general public during the fourth annual
Agriculture Awareness Day, Tuesday, April 16.

The event takes place from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Church Street, in the heart of the university’s East
Bank in Minneapolis. It is free and open to the public.

Organized under the leadership of students in the University of Minnesota Agricultural Education
Club, the goal of the event is to increase awareness of how food, fiber and renewable resource
products are produced and showcase the critical role American agriculture plays in maintaining a
strong economy, especially as the world population continues to grow. A broad range of Minnesota
agricultural producers, associations, corporations and government agencies are joining the students
in this effort.

For more information, visit www.facebook.com/AgAwareness.

Wednesday, April 17 – Design in 7: 7 stories, 7 minutes

What can be shared in just seven minutes? Listen in as seven professionals from the fields of
architecture, apparel, graphic and interior design, housing, landscape architecture, and retail share
thought-provoking, inspiring, and sometimes curious tales from the trenches.

"Design in 7: 7 stories, 7 minutes" is set for 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 17 at the theater in
Coffman Memorial Union, 300 Washington Ave SE, Minneapolis.

The presenters are: Stephanie Grotta, landscape architect, Target Corporation; Samantha Strong,
real estate broker and general contractor, Metamorphosis; Seth Johnson - designer and strategist,
Seth Johnson Design; Wynne Yelland AIA, LEED AP- architect, LOCUS Architecture; Don Thomas,
CID - design principal, BWBR; AJ Dewey, design director, PM&J LLC; Joan Arbisi Little, Ed.D,
principal at Bibelot Shops, Inc. and education consultant.

Reception with presenters follows program. General admission tickets are $20. UMAA members can
purchase tickets for $15; tickets for students with an ID is $5. For more information visit
https://events.umn.edu/Design-in-7-7-Stories-7-Minutes-025115.htm.

Wednesday, April 17 – Teach-in focus on history of protest music

It’s been 150 years since "The Battle Hymn of the Republic" became popular during the American
Civil War. That bit of trivia prompted Nancy Herther, a librarian at the University of Minnesota, to an
event at the U’s Music Library related to the history of protest music.

The event will be held from 4 to 5 p.m., Wednesday, April 17 in Room 280 at Ferguson Hall, 2106
4  St. S, Minneapolis. Herther has found enthusiastic collaborators, including U of M students and
faculty members who will perform protest music and engage in discussions about the historical
significance of protest music.

Mark Pedelty, an associate professor of communication studies, will perform with his band and lead
a discussion of music as environmental protest. He has recruited University of Minnesota students
to perform and participate in the discussions.

For more information, visit https://events.umn.edu/Teach-in-on-Protest-and-Environmental-Music-
027266.htm or contact Nancy Herther, University of Minnesota Libraries, (612) 624-2020.

Wednesday, April 17 – Author Ed Bok Lee to speak at Pankake Poetry Reading

Award-winning author Ed Bok Lee is the featured speaker at this year’s Pankake Poetry Reading,
set for 4 p.m., Wednesday, April 17 at the University of Minnesota Elmer L. Anderson Library, 222
21  Ave. S, Minneapolis.

Bok Lee won the 2006 PEN/Open Book Award, and the 2006 Asian American Literary Award
(Members’ Choice) for "Real Karaoke People." In 2012, he won a Minnesota Book Award in Poetry
and an American Book Award for "Whorled."

The event is free and open to the public, but reservations are requested by April 10 at
www.lib.umn.edu/about/lee or (612) 624-9339.

The reading will be followed by a reception and author signing courtesy of the University of
Minnesota Bookstores.

Thursday, April 18 – U of M School of Music’s University Opera Theatre presents Britten’s "A
Midsummer Night’s Dream"

The University of Minnesota School of Music’s University Opera Theatre presents Benjamin
Britten’s "A Midsummer Night’s Dream" for a four-day run April 18-21 at Ted Man Concert Hall, 2128
4  Street S, Minneapolis.

Tickets are $20 for adults, and $5 for U of M students and children. Two-for-one tickets are available
for University of Minnesota faculty, staff, retirees and alumni; group rates are also available. Tickets
can be purchased at www.opera.umn.edu or by calling (612) 624-2345.

University Opera Theatre Director David Walsh sets the opera in the early 1900s, an era influenced
by the emergence of psychology as a way to investigate human behavior and focuses on the
conflict among four young lovers – a love rectangle created by the mischievous fairy Puck.

Shakespeare’s "A Midsummer Night’s Dream" is arguably one of his most popular works, but also
one of his most psychologically complex and open to a broad range of interpretation. The play
seems to be about the triumph of youth over age, of the senses over reason, and the world of
dreams and love over the everyday life of the city. Benjamin Britten has perfectly captured the
striking polarities and ambivalences inherent in Shakespeare’s original play in music of breathtaking
beauty and poignancy.

"A Midsummer Night’s Dream" is not one of Britten’s most frequently performed operas, although
perhaps his most beautiful score. Join our quartet of young lovers, Bottom and his amateur acting
troop and the fairy world of Oberon and Tytania for adventure in the Forest of Athens! More at
www.opera.umn.edu

Saturday, April 20 – TEDxUMN2013: "Where do we go from here?"

Throughout the TED community, and that of the University of Minnesota, we can find astounding
progress wherever we care to look: research, business, politics, environmental issues and
education are just a few of the fields in which leaps and bounds are constantly made. It’s easy to get
caught up in these advancements, but it’s also important to understand the consequences,
implications, and choices that arise from them.

At TEDxUMN2013, we will be presenting and discussing achievements and discoveries from all
corners of the U of M. But more importantly, we will be talking about where those discoveries will
lead us, and how we should implement it.

On April 20th, we invite you to join the discussion. This is where we are: So where do we go from
here?

Tickets for the event are available at www.tedxumn.com.
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Scientists and natural resources managers will discuss new
results of eDNA testing for invasive carp in Minnesota rivers

Contacts: Becky Beyers, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences, (612) 626-
5754 
Chris Niskanen, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, (651) 259-5023

April 4, 2013

What: Scientists and natural resources managers from the University of Minnesota and  Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources will discuss the results of recent environmental DNA (eDNA)
testing for bighead and silver carp in the Mississippi and St. Croix rivers. 

When and where: At 11 a.m., the scientists and natural resources managers will be available via
conference call.  To participate in the conference call:  Call 1-888-742-5095. The participant pass
code is 3941557469.  

Between 2 and 3 p.m., media may do in-person interviews and gather photos and video at the
Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center, 1995 Fitch Ave. on the University of
Minnesota’s St. Paul campus.  Parking for the MAISRC lab is in the Gortner Parking Ramp, 1395
Gortner Avenue, St. Paul.   

A complete report on the study as well as a summary will be posted at http://www.maisrc.umn.edu/.
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New test results show no DNA evidence of Asian carp, but
scientists and natural resources managers urge continued action

Media Note: A conference call with scientists and natural resources managers from the agencies
involved in testing will be from 11 to 11:45 a.m. Thursday; call 1-888-742-5095. The participant pass
code is 3941557469.

Between 2 and 3 p.m., Thursday, media may do in-person interviews and gather photos and video
at the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center, 1995 Fitch Ave. on the University of
Minnesota’s St. Paul campus.

Contacts: Becca Nash, Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center, (612) 227-4732
Chris Niskanen, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, (651) 259-5023

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/04/2013) —New analyses for Asian carp DNA in water samples from
the Mississippi and St. Croix rivers showed little evidence of bighead and silver carp, researchers
announced in a report released today.

The joint effort by scientists and natural resources managers from the new Minnesota Aquatic
Invasive Species Research Center at the University of Minnesota (MAISRC), U.S. Geological
Survey and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) also concludes that while
recent captures by commercial fisheries show these invasive fish are present in Minnesota, their
numbers are likely still relatively low.

Studies in 2011 using this technique, which detects DNA fragments released to the environment
(eDNA), showed positive results for silver carp eDNA in up to half of the samples collected from the
St. Croix and Mississippi Rivers. The new report documents what is considered to be the most
rigorous study of Asian carp eDNA in Minnesota waters to date. It used a large number of
experimental controls and techniques recently developed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for
use in the Illinois River and Great Lakes that include DNA sequencing as a final verification step.

According to the researchers, while the new study consistently detected silver carp eDNA in Iowa
where the fish are abundant, it detected no silver carp eDNA in the sampling areas just above and
below St. Croix Falls in the St. Croix River or in the sampling areas above and below the Coon
Rapids Dam or below Lock & Dam No.1 in the Mississippi River.  In contrast, no bighead carp eDNA
was detected at any location, including in Iowa where this species is known to be present.

"The differences between the 2011 and 2012 eDNA testing results may be partly attributable to the
evolving technology," said Peter Sorensen, MAISRC director and leader of the research team. "As
the bighead results show, this particular technique needs to be refined for detecting this species in
open waters."

Sorensen believes that despite the lack of eDNA evidence reported in this study, there are very
good reasons to believe these fish are routinely entering Minnesota waters from the south and could
eventually breed here.

"These results support the conclusion that bighead and silver carp have not yet become established
in Minnesota," said Steve Hirsch, director of the DNR’s Ecological and Waters Division, adding that
"the threat of Asian carp is nevertheless an urgent issue for the state, requiring immediate action."

The research study was coordinated by the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center
at the University of Minnesota, and was funded by the Minnesota Environment and Natural
Resources Trust Fund. The complete report is online at http://www.maisrc.umn.edu/
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New U of M study measures accessibility to jobs in top U.S.
cities 
Minneapolis-St. Paul ranks fifth in convenience by car

Contacts: Michael McCarthy, Center for Transportation Studies, mccar096@umn.edu, (612) 624-
3645
Julie Christensen, University News Service, jrchris@umn.edu, (612) 626-1720

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/05/2013) —Every year, Americans face a steady stream of
discouraging transportation news. We’re spending more time stuck in traffic, and congestion in our
metro areas is on the rise. Yet these reports focus almost exclusively on traffic mobility—how quickly
travelers can move between any two points via automobile or transit.

But according to a new University of Minnesota study, there’s much more to the story.

"Focusing solely on mobility and traffic delay doesn't provide a complete picture of how traffic
systems function," said David Levinson, professor of civil engineering at the University of
Minnesota. "In many cities, travelers have the ability to reach their destinations, such as shopping,
jobs and recreation, in a reasonable amount of time despite congestion and slower travel because
these cities have greater density of activities."

The new study, "Access Across America," goes beyond congestion rankings to focus on
accessibility—a measure that examines both land use and the transportation system. The study is
the first systematic comparison of trends in accessibility to jobs by car within the United States. By
comparing accessibility to jobs by automobile during the morning peak period for 51 metropolitan
areas, the study examines which cities are performing well in terms of accessibility and which have
seen the greatest change.

To generate the rankings for this study, Levinson, who holds the Richard P. Braun/Center for
Transportation Studies Chair in Transportation, created a weighted average of accessibility, giving a
higher weight to close-proximity jobs. Jobs reachable within 10 minutes are weighted most heavily,
and then jobs are given decreasing weight as travel time increases up to 60 minutes. Based on this
measure, the 10 metro areas that provide the greatest average accessibility to jobs by car are Los
Angeles, San Francisco, New York, Chicago, Minneapolis, San Jose, Washington, Dallas, Boston
and Houston.

"It can be surprising to see that some of the cities often ranked as the most congested also have the
highest levels of job accessibility," Levinson said. "This is due to the density of jobs those urban
areas offer."

Levinson also found that job accessibility has changed over time. In the past two decades, Las
Vegas, Phoenix, Orlando, Jacksonville, Fla., and Austin, Texas, have seen the largest percentage
gains in job accessibility while Cleveland, Detroit, Honolulu and Los Angeles have seen the largest
percentage drops.

According to Levinson, this research offers an important takeaway for metro areas interested in
increasing accessibility. "There are two ways for cities to improve accessibility—by making
transportation faster and more direct or by increasing the density of activities, such as locating jobs
closer together and closer to workers. While neither of these things can easily be shifted overnight,
they can make a significant impact over the long term."

The complete study and an interactive map are online at cts.umn.edu/Research/featured/access.

Center for Transportation Studies
The University of Minnesota’s Center for Transportation Studies (CTS) solves vexing transportation
challenges in innovative ways, convening diverse communities to brainstorm, debate, share, learn
and act. CTS partners with local and global transportation professionals, stakeholders, businesses
and leaders to move new ideas from research to reality. For more information, visit cts.umn.edu.
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University of Minnesota to host world's largest medical devices
conference April 9-11
Conference includes exhibit of real human hearts, simulation technologies suite and a live surgery
broadcast

Media Note: Mechanical engineering professor Art Erdman, medical devices expert and chair of the
conference, is available for interviews. Media wishing to interview Erdman or attend the conference
should contact Rhonda Zurn at rzurn@umn.edu or Matt Hodson at mjhodson@umn.edu.

What: University of Minnesota’s 12th annual Design of Medical Devices Conference
When: April 9-11, 2013
Where: Commons Hotel, 615 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis

Contacts: Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

April 8, 2013

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/08/2013) –- Medical device leaders from across the country in both
industry and academia will converge at the University of Minnesota’s 12th annual Design of Medical
Devices Conference (DMD) April 9-11 at the Commons Hotel, 615 Washington Ave. S.E.,
Minneapolis. The conference will address emerging trends related to medical device design, policy,
engineering, education and commercialization.

More than 1,200 people are expected to attend this year’s conference, making it the largest medical
devices conference in the world. Additional walk-in registrations are welcome.

"The DMD conference continues to grow by all measures, illustrating the critical importance of
medical devices and surrounding technologies, policies and clinical needs," said Art Erdman, a
University of Minnesota mechanical engineering professor and conference co-chair. "Twelve years
ago we had a vision to establish an event where leaders from academia and industry would come
together to share the latest issues in medical device design. This vision has become a successful
reality and continues to exceed even our own expectations." 

The three-day conference offers technical sessions on a wide variety of topics, including live
surgery, cardiovascular engineering, neuroengineering, micro and nano devices, medical
electronics, surgical robotics, tissue engineering, power for implanted medical devices, global
health, virtual prototyping, entrepreneurship, trends in med tech regulation and laser therapies.

The conference also includes an interactive "Hands on Hearts" exhibit of real human hearts; a live
surgery that will be broadcast via videoconference from the University of Minnesota Medical Center
Fairview; advanced surgical and medical simulators; a medical devices industry job fair; and
scientific poster session that will showcase more than 100 emerging topics in biomedical
engineering and medical device design.

The third day of the conference will include a Symposium on " Innovation in World Healthcare." Its
keynote presenters will be:

Adriana Velazquez Berumen, World Health Organization
David Kelso, Director, Global Northwestern University
Abhay Nihalani, Global Product Manager, GE Healthcare
Rahul Panicker, Co-founder and President of Products, Embrace Innovations

The conference is presented by the University of Minnesota’s Medical Devices Center (part of the
Institute for Engineering in Medicine) and the College of Science and Engineering. Several
corporations are also providing industry sponsorships including 3M, Bookoff McAndrews LLC,
Boston Scientific Corporation, Medtronic Inc., Minnetronix Inc., LifeScience Alley and Ximedica.

For more information on the Design of Medical Devices Conference, visit www.dmd.umn.edu.
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University of Minnesota chief legal officer Mark Rotenberg
named Vice President and General Counsel for Johns Hopkins
University

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/08/2013) —Mark B. Rotenberg, who has served as the University of
Minnesota’s Chief Legal Officer for the past 20 years under four presidents and 11 Board of Regents
chairs, will leave the U to take the post of vice president and general counsel at Johns Hopkins
University in Baltimore beginning on June 3, 2013.

Rotenberg leaves a broad legacy at the U of M, including extraordinary litigation successes in which
the U recovered more than $580 million, among the highest recovery rates of any university counsel
office in the U.S. Rotenberg personally argued and won an important constitutional case for the U in
the U.S. Supreme Court and also was successful in representing the U in numerous Minnesota
Supreme Court cases. He saved the University millions of dollars by implementing measures to
substantially reduce litigation against the University and by handling the overwhelming majority of
litigated matters in house.

He negotiated the naming and sponsorship agreement with TCF Bank Corp. for the U’s on-campus
football stadium that generates tens of millions of dollars for the University, including student
scholarships; negotiated the lease for the Minnesota Vikings to play on campus when the
Metrodome roof collapsed; built one of the nation’s most successful athletic compliance offices,
which has enabled the U to have a spotless record of no major NCAA infractions in any sport for
more than a decade; and created an in-house team of legal experts in transactional law which
covers a range of legal issues including technology commercialization, patents, copyrights,
trademarks, real estate, public finance, and other areas.

For many years Mark has shared his knowledge with, and mentored, hundreds of U students,
serving as professor in the University of Minnesota Law School and adjunct professor in the College
of Liberal Arts.

"It has been a great honor to represent the University of Minnesota as General Counsel for the past
two decades," Rotenberg said. "While it is terribly difficult to leave the U, and the Golden Gophers
will always have a place in my heart, Johns Hopkins offers a unique and very special professional
opportunity that I cannot pass up."

"Mark has epitomized the kind of integrity and accountability that all public institutions like ours
strive for," said University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler. "His record of success spans the legal
spectrum from litigation, to transactional matters, to building one of the finest offices of general
counsel at any university in the country. I will miss his legal acumen and his deep knowledge of the
University of Minnesota."

"The Board of Regents is deeply grateful to Mark Rotenberg for his years of distinguished service to
the University of Minnesota," said University Board of Regents Chair Linda Cohen. "Mark has
provided wise counsel to the Board and its 11 different chairs during his 20-year tenure as chief
legal officer at the university.  It is with mixed feelings that I congratulate Mark on his appointment as
General Counsel to the prestigious Johns Hopkins University.  The University of Minnesota will miss
his thoughtful expertise and guidance."
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The 2013 Bell Social is set for April 27

'Bell Social'
returns April
27 to
celebrate
science, art
and music
Musical guest
Chastity Brown and
debut works by
artists in residence
highlight 2013 event

Contacts: Andrea
Klaassen, Bell
Museum of Natural
History,
aklaasse@umn.edu, (612) 624-7389
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/09/2013) —The Bell Social returns Saturday, April 27, bringing
together art, science and live performance, along with great eats, drinks and door prizes— all in one
evening at Minnesota’s natural history museum. This year's Bell Social includes a performance from
The Chastity Brown Trio as well as the debut of new works by the Bell Museum's Resident Artist
Research Project artists in residence, Laurie Allmann and Sonja Peterson. 

Musical guest Chastity Brown has made a name for herself in the Twin Cities as a must-see
performer with her unique blend of folk, blues and soul. As "Minnesota Monthly" described her,
"Chastity Brown can sing the blues off a pair of jeans, then turn around and quietly play the banjo,
just to keep you on your toes. Blending folk and soul, she's opened a volcanic seam on the rugged
landscape of American song."

The Bell Museum Resident Artist Research Project (RARP) spring 2013 artists Laurie Allman and
Sonja Peterson will each be premiering new works of their own. The RARP offers artists an
exclusive opportunity to engage with University of Minnesota researchers and scientific collections
while exploring the application of art as a medium for interpreting science in the public realm.
University researchers will be a part of the Bell Social, leading engaging presentations and
discussion on scientific topics in conjunction with the new works.

"The Bell has a rich history of exploring the intersections between art, nature and science," said
Leah Peterson, Bell Museum adult programs coordinator. "Bell Social is an excellent way to bring
the community into that process. This lively event has become a highlight of our programming."

In addition to science, art and music, the Bell Social includes great food truck eats, a cash bar, door
prizes and the chance to explore the museum after-hours.

Event details
What: Bell Social: art + science + music 
-    live performance by The Chastity Brown Trio
-    new works by Bell Museum spring 2013 artists in residence
-    engaging science talk with University of Minnesota researchers
-    food truck and cash bar
-    Bell Museum door prizes
When: 6 p.m, Saturday, April 27
Where: Bell Museum of Natural History, 10 Church St. SE, Minneapolis 
Cost: $12 for the public, $10 for museum members and U of M students with ID.
Purchase Tickets: www.bellmuseum.org
Have ADA needs? Please call (612) 626-1897 for assistance.

The Bell Museum is part of the university’s College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource
Sciences and strives to discover, document and understand life in its many forms and to inspire
curiosity, delight and informed stewardship of the natural world. For details, visit bellmuseum.org.
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Statement from University of Minnesota in response to recent
budget and capital investment bills

Contacts: Julie Christensen, University News Service, jrchris@umn.edu, (612) 626-1720

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/09/2013) —University of Minnesota Vice President and Chief
Financial Officer Richard Pfutzenreuter released the following statement today in response to the
House and Senate higher education budget and capital investment bills.

“We are thrilled that the governor, senators and representatives agree that freezing tuition for the
next two years is one of the most important issues facing our students and their families at the
University of Minnesota,” Pfutzenreuter said. “This has been the central focus of President Kaler’s
first biennial budget request, and we’re pleased there is agreement to move forward.”

The university is requesting $14.2 million annually to freeze tuition for Minnesota resident
undergraduates over the 2014-15 biennium. Additionally, the university is seeking $18 million
annually to fund the Minnesota Discovery, Research and InnoVation Economy (MnDRIVE) program,
for scientific research in four critical fields. The U has identified four areas that align with the state’s
most pressing needs and emerging industries—food safety, neuromodulation, robotics and water
quality.

“We are also encouraged by the receptivity to our important research initiative, MnDRIVE, which
invests in the U’s innovation strengths to drive the state’s economy and create jobs,” Pfutzenreuter
said. “Now is the time to invest in long-term benefits for Minnesota business and technologies,
keeping our state competitive and driving high-paying job growth.”

The university is requesting $172.7 million from the state in this year’s capital request. Of the
university’s request, the House proposal funds $55.7 million but includes projects that were not part
of the U’s initial request. Earlier this legislative session, Gov. Dayton recommended the Legislature
fund $71.7 million of the request. It is unclear whether the Senate will hear a bonding bill during this
year’s session.

“We are thankful for the Governor’s support, recognizing our priority building and infrastructure
projects,” Pfutzenreuter said. “We will continue to work with the House, Senate and governor to fully
fund priority projects that will create jobs and enhance the educational experience for University of
Minnesota students. Additional support from the House, Senate and conference committees is
critical to the university’s ability to modernize and reduce our cost of operations.” 

More information on the University of Minnesota’s biennial budget request and 2013 capital request
can be found at govrelations.umn.edu.
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Lisa R. Lewis

University of
Minnesota
Alumni
Association
names Lisa
Lewis
president and
CEO

Media Note: To
request a headshot
of Lisa Lewis, please
contact Lori Ann
Vicich
(vicic001@umn.edu)
or Matt Hodson

(mjhodson@umn.edu).

Contacts: Kent Horsager, UMAA Board Chair, kent.horsager@compass-si.com, (612) 330-9118
Susan Adams Loyd, UMAA Chair-Elect, SusanLoyd@ClearChannel.com, (612) 670-9332
Lori Ann Vicich, University of Minnesota Alumni Association, vicic001@umn.edu, (612) 626-4854

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/10/2013) —The University of Minnesota Alumni Association (UMAA)
Board of Directors named Lisa R. Lewis president and chief executive officer at its April 6 meeting.
Lewis is currently the executive director of the University of Connecticut Alumni Association. She will
join the UMAA on May 31.

Lewis arrives with 23 years of alumni association experience. Prior to her executive director role at
the University of Connecticut, Lewis served as assistant vice president of communications for the
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business in Tampa, Fla. She also held positions of
president of the University of South Florida Alumni Association, Inc., and associate vice president of
alumni affairs for the University of South Florida in Tampa.

"We are excited to welcome Lisa to lead the Alumni Association and move forward with the
organization’s strategic initiatives," said Kent Horsager, UMAA Board chair. "Her proven track record
leading alumni associations coupled with her ability to build positive relationships and push beyond
traditional business models will grow the contributions of the Alumni Association to this great
University and its alumni."

Lisa says of her new opportunity, "I'm honored to be named President and CEO of the University of
Minnesota Alumni Association and become part of the Gopher family. The Association has a strong
tradition of leadership and I look forward to working with the entire University community to engage
loyal members and alumni worldwide in support of the U."

Lewis has served in several leadership roles with the Council for Advancement and Support of
Education (CASE) as well as the Council of Alumni Association Executives (CAAE). She is an
honors graduate of the University of South Florida with degrees in both marketing and public
relations. She brings to the alumni association experience in all aspects of association
management, with expertise in leadership, board management, membership, marketing,
communications, income development, legislative advocacy, strategic planning, and financial and
staff management.

The University of Minnesota Alumni Association is a nearly 60,000-member organization that fosters
a lifelong spirit of belonging and pride by connecting alumni, students and friends to the University
of Minnesota and each other.
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Katrina Klett named 2013 Truman Scholar

Contacts: Sally Lieberman, UMTC Truman Scholar Representative, liebe001@umn.edu, (612) 624-
5522
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/10/2013) —Katrina Klett, a junior at the University of Minnesota Twin
Cities, has been selected as a 2013 Truman Scholar.

62 scholars from across the U.S. were announced today by the Harry S. Truman Scholarship
Foundation. Established by an Act of Congress in 1975, the foundation is the official federal
memorial to President Truman, who touted the importance of promoting young leaders and
envisioned a program for students that would encourage educated citizenship and political
responsibility.

Klett, an undergraduate in the College of Liberal Arts and the University Honors Program who is
majoring in Asian languages and literatures/Chinese and minoring in sustainability studies, focuses
on beekeeping as a means to alleviate poverty and protect biodiversity in developing countries.

A Jamestown, N.D., resident, Klett spent her childhood traveling between the upper Midwest and
Texas with her family’s beekeeping and queen bee breeding businesses. She co-founded and
continues to oversee a beekeeping development project in 12 rural villages in Yunnan, China. As
part of this project, she has designed and implemented community and children’s educational
programs emphasizing biodiversity and environmental protection. She is also the beekeeping trainer
for projects in Vietnam and Sierra Leone.

Klett’s extensive experience in advocacy and environmental education includes a year of service as
spokeswoman for the American Beekeeping Federation. She has also conducted research with
professor Marla Spivak of the Department of Entomology at the University of Minnesota.

"I'm incredibly honored to receive the Truman Scholarship," said Klett. "I plan to pursue a Masters in
Public Affairs with the funding, and will continue my career as an international consultant on
agricultural and environmental policy and development."

Also recently selected as a 2013 Udall Scholar, Klett is the fifth Truman Scholar since 2001 to come
from the U’s College of Liberal Arts (CLA).

"We are extremely proud of Katrina," said CLA dean Jim Parente. "She exemplifies both CLA's
academic excellence, and the kind of thoughtful and engaged student we prepare for leadership in
tomorrow's world."

First awarded in the 1977-1978 academic year, the Truman Scholarship is presented to
undergraduates with exceptional leadership potential who are committed to careers in government,
the nonprofit or advocacy sectors, education, or elsewhere in the public service—change agents, as
the foundation refers to them. Truman Scholars receive up to $30,000 to use toward graduate or
professional school.

Institutions are permitted to nominate up to four students per year for the Truman Scholarship. At
the University of Minnesota–Twin Cities, nominations are made each fall by a committee of faculty
and staff with relevant expertise. Any qualified student may submit an application according to
campus procedures.
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Deputy Attorney General James M. Cole to Deliver Law School's
Lockhart Lecture
Cole to Deliver Lecture Entitled: The 21st Century Cyber Threat

Media Note: Media intending to cover are required to RSVP prior to the lecture by contacting
Cynthia Huff at huffx070@umn.edu.

Contacts: Cynthia Huff, Law School, huffx070@umn.edu, (612) 625-6691
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/11/2013) —James M. Cole, sworn in as the Deputy Attorney General
of the United States on January 3, 2011, will present the University of Minnesota Law School’s
William B. Lockhart Lecture at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 16, 2013, in Room 25 of Mondale Hall,
229 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. The Deputy Attorney General is the second-highest ranking official in
the Department of Justice.

Mr. Cole joined the Department of Justice in 1979, in the Criminal Division, serving first as a trial
attorney, then as Deputy Chief of the Public Integrity Section (PIN), which handles corruption cases
against officials and government employees. He tried several notable cases, including prosecution
of a U.S. District Judge, a member of Congress, and a federal prosecutor.

In 1992 he entered private practice and was a partner at Bryan Cave LLP from 1995-2010,
specializing in white collar defense. He was a court-appointed independent monitor for a large
insurance company, overseeing corporate compliance and legal adherence, and he counseled
businesses on securities and regulatory and criminal law issues. In 1995, as Special Counsel to the
U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Standards of Official Conduct, he led an investigation
into allegations of improper use of tax-exempt money by former House Speaker Newt Gingrich. The
outcome, in a bipartisan resolution approved by the full House, was a formal reprimand and penalty.

Mr. Cole is the former chair of the ABA White Collar Crime Committee and served as the chair-elect
of its Criminal Justice Section.  He has also been an adjunct faculty member at Georgetown
University Law Center and has lectured at Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government. He
received his B.A. from the University of Colorado and his J.D. from the University of California-
Hastings.

The annual lecture honors William B. Lockhart, dean of the University of Minnesota Law School
from 1956-72. Instrumental in enriching the Law School curriculum and attracting highly qualified
faculty and students, Lockhart also cultivated a strong relationship with the Minnesota Bar, which
continues to provide essential support to the Law School. During his 28 years as a professor at the
Law School (1946-74), he shared his gifts of teaching excellence and scholarly leadership with
students and faculty. After retiring at Minnesota, he taught on the faculty of the University of
California, Hastings College of Law (1974-94). He died in December 1995.

The lecture is free but RSVP is recommended, at lawevent@umn.edu.
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Minnesota crop farm incomes up in 2012

Contacts: Allison Sandve, University of Minnesota Extension, ajsandve@umn.edu, (612) 626-4077
Doug Anderson, Minnesota State Colleges and Universities, doug.anderson@so.mnscu.edu, (651)
201-1426

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/11/2013) —Minnesota farmers were largely spared from the drought
that severely impacted much of the Corn Belt during the summer of 2012, according to an analysis
conducted jointly by Minnesota State Colleges and Universities (MnSCU) and University of
Minnesota Extension. The analysis found that drought-induced high crop prices coupled with above
average yields resulted in a profitable year for farmers who participated in the analysis. Overall,
median net farm income (the farm’s contribution to family living expenses, income taxes, retirement
and business growth) was up 47 percent from 2011.

The analysis used data from 2,200 participants in MnSCU farm business management education
programs and 110 members of the Southwest Minnesota Farm Business Management Association
(the total number of farms in Minnesota is approximately 80,000). In farm business management
programs, producers learn how to maintain, interpret and use quality business records to develop
business plans, make key decisions and execute marketing plans throughout the year. The
producer’s personalized annual whole business and enterprise analyses, which become the
"textbooks" used for making business decisions throughout the year, provided the source data for
the analysis.

 "Agriculture continues to be one of the bright lights in the Minnesota economy. A thriving ag
economy is essential for the economic health of rural Minnesota," said Ron Dvergsten, Dean of
Management Education at Northland Community & Technical College in Thief River Falls. "We were
not surprised that Minnesota crop producers had a good year. We were surprised at how well
livestock farms did, given record high feed costs. Minnesota livestock farmers generally produce a
large portion of their own feed, which gives them an advantage in years like this."

The analysis found that, despite developing drought conditions during the growing season, corn
yields improved over 2011 for these Minnesota producers. Corn averaged 170 bushels per acre,
slightly higher than the 10-year average of 166 bushels for participating farms. Soybeans yielded 46
bushels per acre compared to a 10-year average of 41. "We started the growing season with very
adequate rainfall and the crops were able to go down and find moisture as we dried up later in the
season," said Dale Nordquist, Extension economist in the University of Minnesota Center for Farm
Financial Management. "But we are heading into 2013 planting season with a serious lack of soil
moisture. We dried up the soil profile by the end of the year."

Crop prices were also higher than most producers had ever experienced. The average price for corn
sales was $6.08 per bushel, compared to $5.17 in 2011 and $3.67 in 2010. Soybeans brought
$13.08 per bushel compared to $11.35 and $9.66 the two previous years. Spring wheat sold for
$8.18 per bushel compared to $7.24 and $5.03 in the two previous years.

While crop prices were up, so were production costs. For corn, land rental rates increased by 17
percent. Fertilizer was up 26 percent. The total cost to grow an acre of corn was up $88 an acre
from 2011, an increase of 13 percent.

Livestock farms were somewhat more profitable than in 2011, but much of this profitability was due
to the cropping side of their operations.  Milk sold for $19.60 per hundredweight compared to $19.96
in 2011. With a cost of production of $19.19, dairy farmers made 41 cents on every hundred pounds
produced. Market hog prices declined from $66 per hundred pounds in 2011 to $63 in 2012.  
Market beef prices increased from $113 per hundredweight in 2011 to $122 in 2012.  However, the
cost to produce 100 pounds of beef increased by $16.

Inflation-adjusted incomes for these Minnesota farms increased to levels that have not been
experienced in almost four decades.  "We are in the middle of one of those golden ages of
agriculture," Nordquist said. "The last period we had like this was in the 1970’s. Those of us who are
old enough remember that period ended with a hard landing. We don’t expect another hard landing,
but we know this will end sometime."

The statewide results are compiled by the Center for Farm Financial Management into the FINBIN
database which can be queried at www.finbin.umn.edu.

---

University of Minnesota Extension is a 100-year-old partnership between the university and federal,
state and county governments to provide scientific knowledge and expertise to the public. Through
Extension, the University of Minnesota "extends" its resources to address critical public issues in
priority areas, including food and agriculture, communities, environment, youth and families. For
more information, visit www.extension.umn.edu.

The Minnesota State Colleges and Universities system includes 24 two-year community and
technical colleges and seven state universities serving more than 430,000 students. It is the fifth-
largest higher education system of its kind in the United States. 
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A Tournament for Fun Brainiacs

Media Note: Kristine Fowler and Scott Miller are available to speak to in person before, during or
after the Science Quiz Bowl.

What: 10  Annual Science Quiz Bowl
When: Sunday, April 14 1 to 8 p.m.
Where: U of M’s Walter Library, 117 Pleasant St. S.E., Minneapolis

Contacts: Kristine Fowler, U of M Libraries, fowle013@umn.edu, 612-624-9395
Mark Engebretson, U of M Libraries, enge@umn.edu, 612-625-9148

April 11, 2013

More than 100 students will be sweating it out this Sunday to come up with the right answer to such
questions as "What do you call the spherical molecule with 60 carbon atoms?"

The 10th Annual Science Quiz Bowl takes place Sunday, April 14, from 1 to 8 p.m., at Walter
Library, 117 Pleasant St. S.E., Minneapolis, and kicks off College of Science and Engineering (CSE)
Week. The tournament features 32 teams – four students per team, undergraduate and graduate
students – who compete for prizes, including the coveted first place trophy. The championship round
is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. in Room 101.

Scott Miller, a CSE senior and three-time Quiz Bowl player, sees this as more than a "nerd food
fight" with questions limited to quarks and the periodic table.

"I've witnessed teams being appraised of their knowledge from 50 Cent to the human tooth to the
Legend of Zelda," said Miller, whose team won the competition in 2011. "Yes, this is Science Quiz
Bowl, but we dorks know how to have a fun competition."

The Science Quiz Bowl is an annual event sponsored by the University of Minnesota Libraries for
CSE students.

"This is a unique event because it's a fun extracurricular activity that still focuses on the essence of
CSE students, letting them show how smart they are and how much they know," said Kristine
Fowler, Mathematics Librarian and Interim Director, Physical Sciences & Engineering Library. "We
love being part of CSE Week and given the Libraries' role in the campus’s intellectual life, hosting an
event that celebrates knowledge is a perfect fit."

© 2009–2014 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.
The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer

th

mailto:fowle013@umn.edu
mailto:enge@umn.edu


Campbell Mithun CEO Steve Wehrenberg accepts leadership
post with U of M graduate program

Contacts: Sarah Howard, School of Journalism and Mass Communication, showard@umn.edu,
(612) 625-8095
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/12/2013) —Campbell Mithun CEO Steve Wehrenberg will join the
University of Minnesota as teaching professor of strategic communication and program director of
its Professional M.A. in Strategic Communication, offered in the School of Journalism & Mass
Communication. An adjunct instructor at the University for the past eight years, Wehrenberg will
assume his new position in August 2013.

The Professional M.A. in Strategic Communication has established itself as the Twin Cities’
leadership program for strategic communication professionals who want to lead and move
organizations ahead by developing cutting edge communication strategies and programs. Students
complete a specially designed two-year program in a cohort model that helps them become a
communication expert their colleagues and companies depend upon.

"I’ve had many conversations over the years with the University about this program’s direction and
about being involved in shaping its future," said Wehrenberg. "With my passion for teaching and
respect for the contributions of this program to our corporate community, I just couldn’t pass up this
opportunity to lead it."

"I am delighted that such a highly experienced and successful business builder and leader will be
joining us full time," said John Eighmey, the Raymond O. Mithun Chair of Advertising at the U’s
School of Journalism & Mass Communication and director of graduate studies for the Professional
M.A. in Strategic Communication. "Steve has been with us from the beginning of the Professional
M.A., helping us design the program and teaching one of the key first-year courses. Now, we are
looking forward to taking this successful program to even greater heights, and Steve’s vision and
extensive background as a business and communication leader will propel us forward."

Wehrenberg will remain at Campbell Mithun for a transition period beyond June, in the newly
created role of nonexecutive chairman, to guide the agency’s leadership shift, contribute to strategic
planning and provide counsel to key clients.

Wehrenberg has served at Campbell Mithun for 31 years, transitioning through account leadership
and strategic planning roles to become chief executive officer in fall 2007. Over the years he
contributed to award-winning work and served as account leader on the agency’s legacy General
Mills, Land O’Lakes and Toro accounts. As CEO, he focused his leadership efforts on transforming
operations to serve a digitally integrated marketplace and also unifying agency media units under
the Compass Point Media brand. Heavily involved in the community, he serves on the board of
directors of Greater Twin Cities United Way and on the Augsburg College Board of Regents.
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Without adequate funding, deadly wheat disease could threaten
global food supplies, U of M scientists say

Contacts: Becky Beyers, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
bbeyers@umn.edu, (612) 626-5754
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/15/2013) —Disease-resistant wheat developed over the past half
century helped ensure steady world food supplies, but a global team led by researchers from the
University of Minnesota warns in a new paper that without increased financial support for disease
resistance research, new strains of a deadly fungal disease could leave millions without affordable
access to food.

The study, published in the current edition of the journal Science, examines how Ug99 – new
virulent forms of stem rust first found in Uganda in 1999—could continue its movement across
Africa, the Middle East and southwest Asia.  It threatens food supplies for millions of people who
depend on wheat and other small grains. Scientists have developed new wheat varieties with some
resistance to the deadly disease, but the disease evolves and mutates into new forms, requiring
new resistant varieties to be developed.  

Several projects to develop resistance to Ug99 are under way, including an international consortium
known as the Borlaug Global Rust Initiative, a $26 million, five-year effort funded by the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation.  But the University of Minnesota economists estimate that as much as
$51 million a year is needed.  They arrived at that conclusion by estimating the economic losses
that would likely have occurred without the 20  century research that kept earlier variations of the
disease at bay.

"Failing to increase and sustain investments in rust-resistance research is tantamount to accepting
an increase in the risk of yield losses on one of the world’s food staples," said Phil Pardey, leader of
the research team and a professor of applied economics at the University of Minnesota.   "Spending
on stem rust research has been inadequate for some time, and increased research investment must
be sustained over the long haul if science is to keep on top of these ever-evolving crop diseases."

The University of Minnesota’s work on wheat rust goes back to the early 20  century; one of its
most famous alumni, Norman Borlaug, earned the Nobel Peace Prize in 1970 for his work on
developing disease-resistant wheat.  Today, scientists at the university are deeply involved in the
Global Rust initiative and other related projects.  The university is home to the world-renowned
Cereal Disease Lab, where U.S. Department of Agriculture scientists work closely with U of M plant
breeders and disease specialists on learning more about Ug99 and other diseases that affect grain
production.

Collaborators on the new study are from the University of Minnesota’s Stakman-Borlaug Cereal
Rust Center; the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization in Canberra,
Australia; the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT), Mexico; and
universities in South Africa and Australia.
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Upcoming U of M events range from TEDxUMN to competition
for the 'Golden Femur' award

Contacts: University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/17/2013) —Please find below a list of select upcoming University of
Minnesota Twin Cities campus related events. For the full U of M events calendar, visit
www.events.umn.edu.

Thursday, April 18 through Sunday, April 21 – ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’
The University Opera Theatre presents Benjamin Britten's ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream.’ Britten's
take on the Shakespeare classic offers music of breathtaking beauty and poignancy.

Four performances are scheduled for Ted Mann Concert Hall, 2128 4th Ave S., Minneapolis, for the
following dates: April 18 at 7:30 p.m., April 19 at 7:30 p.m., April 20 at 7:30 p.m., and April 21 at
1:30 p.m.

Tickets are available online and range from $5 for students and children to $20 for adults.

Thursday, April 18 – ‘Something About a Bear’
Beginning April 18, the University Theatre presents the world premiere of "Something About a
Bear," based on the popular Russian story "An Ordinary Miracle." This tale features a mischievous
wizard, a bear turned man, a cross-dressing princess, an epic snowstorm and a tyrant king.

Five performances are scheduled for the Thrust Theater at the Rarig Center, located on the U’s
West Bank, 330 21st Ave. S., Minneapolis, for the following dates: April 18 at 7:30 p.m.; April 19 at
7:30 p.m.; April 20 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.; and April 21 at 2 p.m.

Tickets are available online and range from $5 for students to $10 for members of the public.

Saturday, April 20 – TEDxUMN
Ten U of M-affiliated speakers—including students, staff, faculty and alumni—will present and
discuss advancements from all corners of the U on Saturday, April 20 from 12:30 to 6:30 p.m. at
Coffman Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis.

The theme of this year’s event is "Where do we go from here?" Discussions will revolve around the
latest advancements in research, business, politics, environmental issues and education, where
these new discoveries will lead us, and how we should implement them.

Speakers and topics include:

William Durfee, "Robots That Make You Stronger: Assistive Robotics"
Adam Moen, "Choices, Suicide, and Apple Cores: Understanding the Purpose and Meaning Gap"
Emily Cassidy, "Meat’ing Future Food Demands"
Christiaan Greer, "Mental Health Care Delivery in the 21st Century"
Krystal Rampalli, "Medical Tourism: Your Health Can Now be Outsourced"
David Ernst, "Open Textbooks and Access to Higher Education"
John Moravec, "Rise of Knowmads - Individuals Whose Skill Sets Allow Them to Quickly Adapt to
Changing Work Environments and Challenges"
Matthew Schneider-Mayerson, "Climate Change, Capitalism, and What's Next"
Jamie Millard, "Don’t Ask For Permission"
Walid Issa, "Entrusting Our Future to Our Youth: Crowdsourcing for a Better Tomorrow"

This event is open to the public. Tickets range from $15 to $35 and may be purchased online.

Monday, April 22 - Competitiveness of U.S. Manufacturing
Since 2000, manufacturing employment in the U.S. has plummeted. Why is this happening, and
how does it relate to the competitiveness of U.S. manufacturing? What roles do wages,
transportation costs, environmental regulation and imports play?

A roundtable discussion will consider these questions and more, and will take place April 22 at 5:30
p.m. in the University Hall at McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis. Thomas J.
Holmes, University of Minnesota Department of Economics, and Chad Syverson, University of
Chicago Booth School of Business, will provide presentations. 

This event is free and open to the public, but reservations are required. It is sponsored by the
Heller-Hurwicz Economics Institute and moderated by Zenas Hutcheson, HHEI Advisory Board
Member and senior managing director, Vesbridge Partners, LLC.

Tuesday, April 23 and Wednesday, April 24 - Trauma, Faith and Healing in the Community:
Conversations with South Africa's Tutu Sisters
The University of Minnesota’s Urban Research Outreach-Engagement Center will host public
discussions April 23 and 24 – including one on-campus – with the daughters of renowned South
African social rights activist Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

"Trauma, Faith and Healing in the Community: Conversations with South Africa's Tutu Sisters"
features Rev. Mpho Tutu, race and gender activist Naomi Tutu and researcher Thandeka Tutu-
Gxashe. Attendees will learn how faith, consensus-building and communal reconciliation can heal
community spirit. 

Both events are free and open to the public: April 23 at 6 p.m., Shiloh Temple International
Ministries, 1201 W. Broadway Ave. N., Minneapolis; and April 24 at 2 p.m., Great Hall at Coffman
Memorial Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis.

Wednesday, April 24 – Closing the Achievement Gap in Minnesota: Making a Difference with
Leadership
The first in a series of policy breakfast events about closing Minnesota's achievement gap takes
place April 24 at the Commons Hotel, 615 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis. Registration and
breakfast begin at 7:15 a.m; opening remarks are at 8 a.m.

The focus of the first breakfast, sponsored by the U’s College of Education and Human
Development, is research showing it takes effective educational leaders to address the achievement
gap and to support high quality classroom instruction. Karen Seashore and Kyla Wahlstrom, U
professors and co-authors of the six-year, national study will be joined on the panel by:

Bernadeia Johnson, superintendent, Minneapolis Public Schools
Douglas Revsbeck, principal, St. Paul Harding High School
Carol McFarlane, former member of the Minnesota House of Representatives
Laura Bloomberg, director, U of M Center for Integrative Leadership, Humphrey School of Public
Affairs.

The event is free and open to the public, but registration is required.

Wednesday, April 24 – ‘Ivory Tower’ Literary Magazine Launch Party
The latest issue of the student-produced literary and arts magazine "Ivory Tower" is out and the staff
and contributors are celebrating with a party April 24 from 7 to 10 p.m. at The Whole Music Club,
Coffman Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis.

The event is free and open to the public.

Wednesday, April 24 - Raise Your Voice: A Social Justice Recital Exploring Violence Against
Women Through the Ages
A unique recital performance exploring issues of violence against women through the ages via art
song, text, dance and staging takes place April 24 at 7:30 p .m. at the Stoll Thrust Theater at the
Rarig Center, located on the U’s West Bank, 330 21st Ave. S., Minneapolis. 

Singers Laura Hynes, Beth Bayley, Elizabeth Windnagel, Sara Yoder and Lauren Feider will be
joined by dancer Samantha Phillippi (the reigning Miss Minneapolis), guitarist Maja Radovanlija and
pianist Mijin Choi.

Sponsored by the School of Music and the Aurora Center, the performance is free and open to the
public.

Thursday, April 25 - Robina Institute Annual Conference to Examine American
Exceptionalism in Criminal Justice
The Robina Institute of Criminal Law and Criminal Justice will hold its second annual conference,
"American Exceptionalism in Crime and Punishment: Diagnoses and Solutions," April 25 at the
University of Minnesota Law School, 229 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis.

Organized by U professors Kevin Reitz and Susanna Blumenthal, the all-day conference will bring
scholars, legal practitioners and policymakers together to examine the phenomenon of American
exceptionalism in criminal justice. The term "American exceptionalism" describes the tendency for
U.S. policies to diverge sharply from other Western countries. For example, the United States has
the world’s highest incarceration rate, has more severe racial and ethnic disparities throughout the
system than other countries, and is the only Western country to impose capital punishment. 

Building on the research of speakers Nicola Lacey (Oxford University) and David Soskice (Duke
University and London School of Economics), the conference will examine the causes of American
exceptionalism and will compare U.S. criminal justice policies with those in other developed nations.
It will also aim to develop proposals for how the U.S. system might be reformed moving forward.

The conference is free and open to the public. Pre-registration is available online.

Sunday, April 28 through Tuesday, April 30 – Minnesota State FFA convention
The 84th annual Minnesota State Future Farmers of America (FFA) Convention will bring more than
3,300 high school students to the University of Minnesota Twin Cities campus, April 28-30.

Students will have a number of opportunities to develop leadership and communication skills, gain
career and agricultural knowledge and to gather new ideas from prominent agricultural leaders and
fellow FFA members.

A complete schedule of convention activities is available online.

Tuesday, April 30 – Competition for the ‘Golden Femur’
Nearly 600 juniors and seniors from 20 high schools across Minnesota will compete at the U of M on
April 30 for the coveted Golden Femur award. As participants in "College in the Schools," a
concurrent enrollment program between the University and Minnesota and Minnesota high schools,
the students will show off their knowledge of public health issues through participation in a college-
level human anatomy and physiology course.

Teams of students will present to judges via table-top displays on the relationships between food
choices, obesity, and public health issues such as Type 2 diabetes and atherosclerosis during the
field day event, supported by a grant from the UCare Fund. Judges will award the Golden Femur to
first-place winners. Second- and third-place finishers will be awarded the Silver Scapula and Bronze
Ulna, respectively.

The all-day event, which starts at 9 a.m. in the Great Hall of Coffman Union, includes university
speakers and other group activities on health, lifestyle and dietary choices. Students also have the
opportunity to interact with students from urban, suburban and out-state schools.

The event is sponsored by the College of Education and Human Development, College in Schools
and the UCare Fund.

Tuesday, April 30 – The Walpurgis Nacht
Walpurgis Nacht is an ancient festival celebrating the end of winter/darkness and the beginning of
spring/light named after Saint Walpurga, canonized by the Catholic Church in 870.

A performance beginning at 8 p.m. on April 30 at the amphitheater between Anderson and Ferguson
Hall on the U’s West Bank promises live music, giant puppets and possibly fire to welcome back the
light. Sponsored by Theatre Arts and Dance and directed by U professor Michael Sommers, founder
of Open Eye Puppet Theater, the event will take place rain or shine.

No reservations are necessary, and the event is free and open to the public.

© 2009–2014 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.
The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer

mailto:unews@umn.edu
https://events.umn.edu/
https://events.umn.edu/024123
https://tickets.umn.edu/UMATO/Online/default.asp?doWork::WScontent::loadArticle=Load&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::article_id=9E3127B3-ADF8-42D4-920F-B6154953B975
https://events.umn.edu/025262
https://www.tickets.umn.edu/Online/
http://tedxumn.com/
http://hhei.umn.edu/rsvp/
https://events.umn.edu/Trauma-Faith-and-Healing-in-the-Community-%E2%80%A8Conversations-with-South-Africas1.htm
https://events.umn.edu/Trauma-Faith-and-Healing-in-the-Community-%E2%80%A8Conversations-with-South-Africas.htm
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/Events/Policy-Breakfast/Leadership/
https://events.umn.edu/026890
https://events.umn.edu/027554
http://www.robinainstitute.org/events/american-exceptionalism-in-crime-and-punishment/
http://www.mnffafoundation.org/ConventionHappenings/2013ConventionataGlance.aspx
https://events.umn.edu/The-Walpurgis-Nacht-025283.htm


Nobel Prize winner Andre Geim will speak at the U on
Thursday, May 2

2010 Nobel
Prize winner
Andre Geim
to discuss
'wonder
material' at U
of M lecture
on May 2
Geim will discuss his
road to the discovery
of graphene

Contacts: Rhonda
Zurn, College of
Science and
Engineering,
rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551
Julie Murphy, School of Physics and Astronomy, jjmurphy@physics.umn.edu, (612) 625-6928

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/17/2013) —The so-called wonder material—graphene—is a one-
atom-thick material made of carbon that has unique properties as a conductor of electricity and is
100 times stronger than steel. Yet, it was discovered with little more than a lump of graphite and a
roll of scotch tape.

2010 Nobel Prize winner in physics Andre Geim will share his story about his discovery of graphene
in a special lecture entitled "A Random Walk to Graphene" at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 2 at the
University of Minnesota Tate Laboratory of Physics, Room 150, 116 Church St. S.E., Minneapolis.
The lecture is hosted by the School of Physics and Astronomy in the University’s College of Science
and Engineering as part of the annual Van Vleck Lecture Series.

The lecture is free and open to the public. The lecture will also be streamed live online at
http://z.umn.edu/geim.

About the speaker:
Andre Geim is the Royal Society and Langworthy Research Professor at the University of
Manchester. He is the Director of Manchester Centre for Mesoscience and Nanotechnology. He has
received many international awards and distinctions, including medals from the U.S. National
Academy of Sciences and the Royal Society and honorary doctorates from Delft University and ETH
Zurich. Most notably, he was awarded the 2010 Nobel Prize for his groundbreaking work on
graphene.

About the Van Vleck lecture series:
The 37th Annual Van Vleck lecture is hosted by the School of Physics and Astronomy in the
University of Minnesota’s College of Science and Engineering in memory of former faculty member
and Nobel Laureate John H. Van Vleck. Since 1983, the Van Vleck lecture series has brought
distinguished scientists to the University. For more information, visit
www.physics.umn.edu/events/vanvleck.
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Firefighter's Challenge raises money for burn victims

Contacts: Matt Levine, Office for Fraternity and Sorority Life, mslevine@umn.edu, (612) 624-7659
Julie Christensen, University News Service, jrchris@umn.edu, (612) 626-1720

April 18, 2013

Raising money and awareness for burn victims at the Hennepin County Medical Center Burn Unit is
the goal of the week-long philanthropy, Firefighter’s Challenge, sponsored by the University of
Minnesota’s Beta Chi chapter of Pi Kappa Alpha (PIKE) fraternity.

The annual philanthropy engages participating sororities in competition throughout the week, which
began Monday, April 15. PIKE partners with the Minneapolis Fire Department (MFD), the Hennepin
County Medical Center (HCMC) and the Hennepin Health Foundation (HHF) to run the events.

U of M President Eric Kaler will kick off the final event, Field Day, which takes place Saturday, April
20 at 1 p.m. at the Bierman Athletic Building, 516 15th Ave. S.E., Minneapolis.

Joining Kaler will be: Suzanne Begin, HHF president; Tom Pint, HCMC Burn Unit Director; Jane
Lieberman, HHF Event and Social Media Manager; and members of the MFD.

During the week, sororities compete in a spirit day, a blood drive, a karaoke night sponsored by
Toppers Pizza, and finally in a field day including a tug-o-war, relay and award ceremony. This year,
the week was preceded by three percentage nights at Noodles & Co. in Stadium Village.

A full schedule of events can be found here.

PIKE intends to continue to partner with these organizations in the years to come to continually host
its two major philanthropies - the Fire Truck Pull in the fall and the Firefighter's Challenge in the
spring.
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President Kaler, University of Minnesota to host National
Academy of Engineering Regional Meeting and Public
Symposium
April 29 event will examine how to advance the practical application of research

Media Note: Media wishing to attend should RSVP to the University News Service at
unews@umn.edu.

Who:      NAE Vice President Maxine Savitz, U of M President Eric Kaler, and university faculty
Steven Crouch, Jon Foley, Julian Marshall, Michael Osterholm, Katey Pelican, Stephen Polasky and
Anu Ramaswami
What:     NAE Regional Meeting and Public Symposium
When:    11:30 a.m. to 5:15 p.m., Monday, April 29, 2013
Where:   Johnson Great Room, McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. SE, Minneapolis

Contacts: University News Service, , unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

April 19, 2013

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/22/2013) – The University of Minnesota and President Eric Kaler are
proud to host the regional meeting and public symposium of the National Academy of Engineering
(NAE), Monday, April 29. The open symposium, featuring presentations from six U of M
researchers, will be held from 2:00 to 5:15 p.m. in the Johnson Great Hall of the McNamara Alumni
Center, 200 Oak St. SE, Minneapolis.

A distinguished lineup of U of M researchers from varied disciplines will address the symposium
theme, "From Grand Challenges to Grand Solutions: Moving from Knowledge Generation to Real
World Action."

"The NAE brings together the best of industry and academia to advance the common good," Kaler
said. "All of us at the U are thrilled to welcome my colleagues and fellow members of the National
Academy of Engineering to the University of Minnesota."

The symposium timeline is as follows:

1:30 – 2:00 p.m.: Check-in

2:00 – 2:15 p.m.: Welcome – Eric Kaler, president, University of Minnesota; member, National
Academy of Engineering

2:05 – 2:20 p.m.: Opening Remarks – Maxine Savitz, vice president, National Academy of
Engineering

2:20 – 2:45 p.m.: "Can We Feed a Growing World, and Sustain the Planet?" – Jon Foley,
director, Institute on the Environment, University of Minnesota

2:45 – 3:10 p.m.: "Building Sustainable, Healthy and Resilient Cities Globally: Translating
Research to Action" – Anu Ramaswami, Denny Chair for Science, Technology and Public Policy,
Humphrey School of Public Affairs

3:10 – 3:35 p.m.: "Man-Made, Mammalian-Transmissible H5N1 Influenza Virus: Engineering a
Potential Global Catastrophe" – Michael Osterholm, director, Center for Infectious Disease
Research and Policy

3:55 – 4:20 p.m.: "Global One Health: Lessons Learned in Making the Land Grant Mission
Goal" – Katey Pelican, lead, Ecosystem Health Initiative; university partner co-lead, USAID
RESPOND Project, resident fellow, Institute on the Environment

4:20 – 4:55 p.m.: "Accounting for Nature: Incorporating the Value of Ecosystem Services into
Decision-Making" – Stephen Polasky, Fesler-Lampert professor of Ecological and Environmental
Economics, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences

4:45 – 5:10 p.m.: "The Acara Program: Social Entrepreneurship to Address Global Grand
Challenges" – Julian Marshall, assistant professor, Department of Civil Engineering, College of
Science and Engineering

5:10 – 5:15 p.m.: Closing Remarks – Steven Crouch, dean, College of Science and Engineering,
member, National Academy of Engineering

About the National Academy of Engineering
Founded in 1964, the National Academy of Engineering (NAE) is a private, independent, nonprofit
institution that provides engineering leadership in service to the nation. The mission of the National
Academy of Engineering is to advance the well-being of the nation by promoting a vibrant
engineering profession and by marshalling the expertise and insights of eminent engineers to
provide independent advice to the federal government on matters involving engineering and
technology. For more information, visit www.nae.edu.
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New study
reveals
motivations
behind
Pinterest
activity
Researchers at the
University of
Minnesota and
Georgia Tech release
first study of the
popular social
networking site

Contacts: Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Pamela Vold, Department of Computer Science and Engineering, vold@cs.umn.edu, (612) 625-
2424
Julie Christensen, University News Service, jrchris@umn.edu, (612) 626-1720

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/23/2013) —Researchers from the University of Minnesota and
Georgia Tech have released the first-ever study of Pinterest that gives new insight into the activity
on the popular social networking site. The study’s findings could have implications for both
academia and product marketers.

The researchers used statistical data to help understand the motivation behind Pinterest activity, the
roles gender plays among users, and the factors that distinguish Pinterest from other social
networking sites.

The findings include the following trends:

Female users have more re-pins, regardless of geographical location.
Men typically have more followers on Pinterest than women.
Four verbs set Pinterest apart from Twitter: "use," "look," "want" and "need."

"We wanted to take a closer look at Pinterest because of its differences compared to other social
media, including its focus on pictures and products and the large proportion of women users," said
Loren Terveen, co-author of the study and a Department of Computer Science and Engineering
professor in the University of Minnesota’s College of Science and Engineering. "These findings are
an important early snapshot of Pinterest that help us begin to understand people’s activity on this
site."

Pinterest, which reached 10 million users faster than any other social networking site, revolves
around the metaphor of a pin board. Users "pin" photos they find on the web and organize them into
topical collections. Pinterest users can follow one another and also re-pin, like and comment on
other pins. After examining more than 200,000 pins, the researchers were able to compile the first
statistical overview of the site.

Understanding the motivations behind activity on Pinterest is key, not only for researchers but also
for businesses wishing to use the site for marketing purposes. A recent market survey showed that
a higher proportion of Pinterest users click through to e-commerce sites—and when they go there,
they spend significantly more money than people who come from sites like Facebook or Twitter. 

"There are several social networking sites that marketers and advertisers can take advantage of
these days," said study co-author assistant professor Eric Gilbert in Georgia Tech’s School of
Interactive Computing. "After conducting this research, if I had to choose where to put my money
and marketing, Pinterest would probably be my first choice."

Researchers at Georgia Tech pointed out the significance of the four verbs used most commonly in
Pinterest—"use," "look," "want" and "need."

"Those four verbs uniquely describe Pinterest and are particularly interesting," said Gilbert, who
runs the Georgia Tech’s Comp.Social Lab. "Words encapsulate the intent of people, revealing the
motivations behind their actions. You can use the word ‘this’ after all of these verbs, reflecting the
‘things’ at the core of Pinterest. Many press articles have focused on Pinterest’s commercial
potential, and here we see verbs illustrating that consumption truly lies at the heart of the site."

In addition to Gilbert and Terveen, the research team includes Ph.D. student Saeideh Bakhshi from
Georgia Tech and Ph.D. student Shuo Chang from the University of Minnesota.

The research, funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF), is summarized in the paper "I
Need to Try This!": A Statistical Overview of Pinterest. The paper will be presented next week at the
ACM SIGCHI Conference on Human Factors in Computing Systems in Paris, France.
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University of Minnesota commencement ceremonies begin April
26
U of M Rochester to graduate inaugural class

Contacts: Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/23/2013) —The University of Minnesota expects to award nearly
15,000 degrees in the coming weeks at several commencement ceremonies at its five campuses
across the state. Among them will be the first graduating class from the University of Minnesota
Rochester (UMR). The inaugural class includes 52 graduates - 51 from the B.S. in Health Sciences
and B.S. in Health Professions programs.

UMR, which offers distinctive health sciences and biosciences education to more than 700 students
in downtown Rochester, offers a unique educational experience and location for its students by
making use of existing facilities and handling numerous administrative functions through the U of
M’s system offices. This model truly showcases President Kaler’s Operational Excellence initiative.

The commencement ceremony is set for 11 a.m. Saturday, May 18, at the Mayo Civic Center
Auditorium.

Other notable commencement speakers this year include:

United States Senator Al Franken will serve as the 2013 Commencement speaker at the
University of Minnesota Morris on Saturday, May 11. This year marks the U of M Morris’ 50th
Commencement exercise, which begins at 1:30 p.m. on the campus mall. Senator Franken was
elected to the U. S. Senate in 2008 as a member of the Democratic-Farmer-Labor (DFL) Party from
Minnesota and currently sits on four House committees. Prior to his election, he spent 37 years as a
comedy writer, author and radio talk show host.

Governor Mark Dayton (DFL) will deliver the commencement address for the U of M’s Law School
at 10 a.m. Saturday, May 18 at Mariucci Arena. Dayton is Minnesota’s 40  Governor and a lifelong
resident of the state. He has worked throughout the state to help businesses locate or expand and
create jobs, to improve local government services, to better fund public schools, to support
servicemen and women, to help Minnesotans get the health care they need, and in many other
ways to make a better Minnesota. Dayton currently serves on the Executive Committee of the
National Governor's Association.

The complete commencement schedule, including speakers, for the university’s colleges and
schools is as follows:

Arts, Science and Engineering Graduate Students: Dr. Earl Lewis, President of Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation, 1 p.m. Friday, April 26, Mariucci Arena

Multicultural Celebration of Achievement: Justin Huenemann, member of Navajo Nation and
Program Officer of Northwest Area Foundation, 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 30, Ted Mann Concert Hall

Medical School: Carter Roberts, President and CEO of the World Wildlife Fund, 2 p.m., Friday,
May 3, State Theatre (downtown Minneapolis)

2013 Lavender Celebration: 6:30 p.m. Monday, May 6, The Whole Music (lower level of Coffman
Memorial Union)

AHC Interdisciplinary Programs: Dr. Jennifer Lundblad, President and CEO of Stratis Health, 1
p.m., Wednesday, May 8, McNamara Alumni Center

College of Science and Engineering: Steve Blank, retired serial entrepreneur lecturer at Stanford
University and author of the startup owners manual, 7 p.m. Friday, May 10, Mariucci Arena

University of Minnesota-Crookston: Kevin J. Kopischke, President of Alexandria Technical and
Community College and 1972 graduate of the University of Minnesota, Crookston, 2 p.m. Saturday,
May 11, Lysaker Gymnasium at the UMC Sports Center

College of Pharmacy: Susan Winckler, President and Chief Executive Officer of The Food and
Drug Law Institute, 2 p.m. Sunday, May 12, The O’Shaughnessy Auditorium at St. Catherine
University

University of Minnesota-Duluth Graduate Program: Kevin Washburn, Assistant Secretary for
Indian Affairs for the U.S. Department of the Interior, 10 a.m. Thursday, May 16, UMD Romano
Gymnasium

College of Education and Human Development Graduate Students: Bernadeia Johnson,
Minneapolis Public Schools Superintendent, 1 p.m. Thursday, May 16, Mariucci Arena

College of Education and Human Development Undergraduate Students: Quincy Lewis,
outstanding graduate and athlete, Thursday, 5:30 p.m. May 16, Mariucci Arena

School of Dentistry: Dr. Leon Assael, Dean of the School of Dentistry, 10 a.m. Friday, May 17,
Mariucci Arena

College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resources: Betty McCollum, 4th District
Congresswoman, 7 p.m. Friday, May 17, Mariucci Arena

University of Minnesota-Duluth Undergraduate Students: Eric Kaler, University of Minnesota
President, 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. Saturday, May 18, AMSOIL Arena

College of Design: Cathy ten Broeke, State Director to Prevent and End Homelessness, 3 p.m.,
Saturday May 18, Mariucci Arena

College of Biological Sciences: Kerri Miller, Minneapolis Public Radio, 7:30 p.m., Saturday, May
18, Mariucci Arena

College of Continuing Education: Jonathan Foley, Director of the U of M’s Institute on the
Environment, and professor and McKnight Presidential Chair in the Department of Ecology,
Evolution and Behavior, 10 a.m. Sunday, May 19, Ted Mann Concert Hall

College of Liberal Arts: Eric Kaler, University of Minnesota President, 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. Sunday,
May 19, Mariucci Arena

Carlson School of Management Graduate Students: Peter McCormick, Co-founder and senior
VP of Corporate Development of Exact Target, 9 a.m., Monday, May 20, Mariucci Arena

Carlson School of Management Undergraduate Students: Peter McCormick, Co-founder and
senior VP of Corporate Development of Exact Target, 1 p.m., Monday, May 20, Mariucci Arena

Humphrey School of Public Affairs: Jake Sullivan, National Security Advisor to Vice President
Joe Biden, 4 p.m., Ted Mann Concert Hall

© 2009–2014 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.
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U of M students to unleash inner Paul Bunyan during Forester's
Day Celebration April 26

Who: University of Minnesota’s Forestry Club
What: Annual Forester’s Day Celebration
When: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Friday, April 26
Where: U of M St. Paul campus, gym fields, 1536 N. Cleveland Ave., St. Paul

Contacts: Jenna Williams, Department of Forest Resources, jwill@umn.edu, (612) 624-3400
Patty Mattern, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences, mattern@umn.edu,
(612) 625-6599

April 25, 2013

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/25/2013) --Students and others will get a chance to unleash their
inner Paul Bunyan during the University of Minnesota’s 78th annual Forester’s Day Celebration
Friday, April 26.

As part of the celebration, Forestry Club members will demonstrate traditional timbersports (cross-
cut, underhand chop, bolt toss, pulp toss) as well as modern tree climbing techniques used by
arborists in the tree care industry. Demonstrations will be held at 11:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. and 1:30
p.m. at the fields south of the St. Paul campus gym, 1536 N. Cleveland Ave., St. Paul.

In addition, the club has invited students to test their timber-related skills during the Forester’s Day
Invitational from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Teams of two will compete in four events including match split,
cross-cut, pulp toss and tree identification. No experience is necessary and teams will compete at
their convenience during the three-hour window.

Forestry majors who think they have what it takes to be the best of the best have been invited to
participate in The Ultimate Forester Competition between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Competitors will
discover and challenge their knowledge of trees, wood, and plant identification and forest
measurements.

The Forestry Club is open to students from all majors. It provides students with educational
opportunities and a chance to network with forestry professionals. The club also promotes
fellowship among students and faculty.

Hourly parking for a fee is available in lot S106 near Green and Skok Halls. Metered parking is
available near the softball field near lot SC172 and SC109, or in lot SC171.

For more details about parking lots and locations on the university’s St. Paul campus, visit the
online, interactive map.
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University of
Minnesota
professor
elected to
prestigious
American
Academy of
Arts and
Sciences

Contacts: Rhonda
Zurn, College of
Science and
Engineering,
rzurn@umn.edu,
(612) 626-7959
University News
Service,
unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/25/2013) —University of Minnesota College of Science and
Engineering professor Renata Wentzcovitch has been elected a 2013 Fellow of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences, one of the nation’s most prestigious honorary societies.

A professor of chemical engineering and materials science, Wentzcovitch, is one of 198 newly
elected members who will be inducted into the Academy on Oct. 12, 2013 at the academy’s
headquarters in Cambridge, Mass. Members of the 2013 class include winners of the Nobel Prize;
National Medal of Science; the Lasker Award; the Pulitzer and the Shaw prizes; the Fields Medal;
MacArthur and Guggenheim fellowships; the Kennedy Center Honors; and Grammy, Emmy,
Academy, and Tony awards. 

Wentzcovitch is a renowned researcher devoted to quantum mechanical studies of materials. Her
research group’s major effort is working to understand the thermo-chemical state of the Earth’s
mantle, traditionally divided into upper mantle, transition zone and lower mantle. Her group also
investigates the magnetic state of materials.

Wentzcovitch has previously been elected as a fellow of the Mineralogical Society of America, a
fellow of the American Geophysical Union and a fellow of the American Physical Society. She has
received the Alexander von Humboldt Award for Senior U.S. Scientists and the American
Geophysical Union Graduate Research Award in Mineral and Rock Physics.

"Election to the Academy honors individual accomplishment and calls upon members to serve the
public good," said Academy President Leslie C. Berlowitz. "We look forward to drawing on the
knowledge and expertise of these distinguished men and women to advance solutions to the
pressing policy challenges of the day."

Founded in 1780 by John Adams, James Bowdoin, John Hancock, and other scholar-patriots, the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences elects members who are the finest minds and most
influential leaders from each generation. Its roster has included such influential figures as George
Washington, Ben Franklin, Daniel Webster, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Albert Einstein, and Winston
Churchill. The current membership includes more than 170 Nobel laureates and 50 Pulitzer Prize
winners.
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High school students compete at University of Minnesota for
Golden Femur Award

Contacts: Steve Baker, College of Education and Human Development, s-bake@umn.edu, (612)
624-3430
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/25/2013) —Nearly 600 juniors and seniors from 20 high schools
across Minnesota will compete at the University of Minnesota on April 30 for the coveted Golden
Femur Award. As participants in College in the Schools, a concurrent enrollment program between
the University and Minnesota and Minnesota high schools, the students will show off their
knowledge of public health issues through participation in a college-level human anatomy and
physiology course.

Teams of students will present to judges via table-top displays on the relationships between food
choices, obesity, and public health issues such as Type 2 diabetes and atherosclerosis during the
field day event, which is supported by a grant from the UCare Fund.  After evaluating each team’s
work, the judges will award the Golden Femur to first-place winners. Second and third place
finishers will be awarded the Silver Scapula and Bronze Ulna, respectively. All students competed
first at their high schools to qualify for a spot at the university event.

The all-day event, which starts at 9 a.m. in the Great Hall of Coffman Union, includes University
speakers and other group activities on health, lifestyle, and dietary choices. Students also have the
opportunity to interact with a diversity of students from urban, suburban, and out-state schools.

Murray Jensen, associate professor in the Department of Postsecondary Teaching and Learning,
began offering the course six years ago. "We expect a lot of these kids," Jensen says. "We want
them to experience not only what it is like to be college students, but also to begin to take on the
role of health care advocates."

This event and related course trips and materials for high school students and teachers are
sponsored by the UCare Fund under a theme of Smart and Active Students, Strong and Healthy
Communities.  "The UCare Fund’s sponsorship of the College in the Schools program is a great
example of how we like to support the education of tomorrow’s health care leaders," says Ghita
Worcester, UCare’s senior vice president of public affairs and marketing. "We are pleased to be a
part of this event that brings together high school students from across the state to promote healthy
communities."

College in the Schools courses provide both high school and university credit. All teachers are
selected, prepared and continuously supported through discipline-specific, university-led
professional development workshops and through classroom observations by university faculty.
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Two U of M professors receive residencies through McKnight
Choreography Fellowship Program

Contacts: Dennis Behl, Theatre, Arts and Dance, dlbehl@umn.edu, 612-625-5380
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/26/2013) —Two University of Minnesota Theatre, Arts and Dance
professors have been selected to receive residencies at nationally known programs through the
McKnight National Residency program.

Professors Carl Flink and Ananya Chatterjea, both 2012 McKnight Choreography Fellows, will each
be awarded unrestricted $25,000 fellowships.

Flink will spend six and a half weeks in residence at the American Dance Festival (ADF) in Durham,
N.C. in June-July 2014 and create a new work using dancers from the prestigious ADF Six Week
School. His new work will premiere at the Festival on a shared evening. The ADF, founded in 1934,
is an international magnet for choreographers, dancers, teachers, critics, musicians and scholars,
and has been deemed "one of the most important institutions in the history of American dance" by
the Washington Post.

Chatterjea will spend one week in residence with her company Ananya Dance Theatre at the Tofte
Lake Center in northern Minnesota in July 2014. Tofte Lake Center is a creative retreat center for
artists, scholars and thinkers of all disciplines located on the shores of Tofte Lake, in the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness of Minnesota. 

The McKnight Artist Fellowships for Dancers and Choreographers, a program of Northrop at the U
of M, annually awards fellowships to three Minnesota choreographers. Now, in addition to the cash
award, choreography fellows may also apply for a McKnight-sponsored residency with one of
Northrop and McKnight's national residency partners. The residencies provide time and resources
for the development of new choreographic work as well as garnering a national profile for the
fellows. 

The McKnight Artist Fellowships for Dancers and Choreographers, McKnight International
Fellowship, and the McKnight National Residency program are funded by The McKnight Foundation
and administered by Northrop at the University of Minnesota.
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U of M seeks Minnesota applicants for tourism project designed
to boost small town destination appeal

Contacts: Dan Gilchrist, Regional Sustainable Development Partnerships, dang@umn.edu, (612)
626-9827
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (04/26/2013) —Minnesota small towns and rural places with populations
of less than 1,500 are encouraged to apply to a University of Minnesota project kicking off this
month aimed at improving a community’s long-term tourism prospects.

The Minnesota Sustainable Tourism Assessment for Small Communities (MSTASC) combines
elements of the University Tourism Center’s proven assessment programs with "secret shopper"
style visits by participating small town volunteers who evaluate another community’s destination
appeal.

A collaboration of the University’s Regional Sustainable Development Partnerships and Tourism
Center, MSTASC aims to help community residents and decision makers see their town’s strengths
and weaknesses through the eyes of first-time visitors posing as prospective business owners,
vacationers, or shoppers.  The project combines visitor impressions with University expertise and
SWOT analysis by locals, resulting in a three-way perspective of a community’s tourism potential. 

Five small towns and rural communities from throughout non-metro Minnesota will be chosen to
participate.  Rural places not typically regarded as tourism destinations, as well as clusters of two to
three communities that share a common sense of place, are also encouraged to apply.

There’s no fee, but participating communities must provide in-kind support toward implementing
action steps. MSTASC site visits will take place in July, August and September with community
reports presented in January and February of 2014.

"Many of Minnesota’s small and rural communities have a rich cultural heritage and unique assets to
share with regional visitors.  Developing those assets can help attract more engaged, longer-staying
visitors to the region," says project coordinator Cynthia Messer, a University of Minnesota Extension
professor and tourism specialist.  "The Minnesota Sustainable Tourism Assessment for Small
Communities is a terrific opportunity for these communities to identify and develop those assets."

"An outsider’s perspective can help city planners see not only what needs to be spruced up, but
opportunities for tourism they’ve overlooked or haven’t yet realized," says RSDP statewide director
Kathryn Draeger. "MSTASC aims to help communities address and cultivate sustainable tourism
opportunities that foster sustainable, regional resilience for generations to come."

Minnesota Sustainable Tourism Assessment for Small Communities project applications are
due by noon on May 15, 2013. Application materials are available at
http://www1.extension.umn.edu/rsdp/
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U of M
professor
named to
National
Academy of
Sciences
Sarah Hobbie is
working to
understand the
Earth’s broken
carbon cycle and
help individuals and
municipalities reduce
their urban pollution

Contacts: Peggy Rinard, College of Biological Sciences, rinar001@umn.edu, (612) 624-0774
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/01/2013) —Ecologist Sarah Hobbie, a professor in the College of
Biological Sciences, has been elected to the National Academy of Sciences (NAS), the most elite
and influential body of scientists in the U.S., and perhaps the world.

Hobbie, who was surprised by the April 30 announcement, said she had no idea she was even
being considered. Nominations are made by a selection committee of NAS members and not made
public.

"I was shocked, honored and humbled," said Hobbie, a member of the Department of Ecology,
Evolution and Behavior (EEB). "There are so many other deserving people. I have a responsibility to
step up to the role and make a difference. It’s a great opportunity to help society solve
environmental problems."

The National Academy of Sciences, which was established in 1863 by an Act of Congress signed by
President Abraham Lincoln, is charged with providing independent, objective advice to the nation on
matters related to science and technology. Scientists are elected by their peers for outstanding
contributions to research. 

Broadly, Hobbie’s research focuses on how human activities such as land use, climate change and
loss of biodiversity change the way carbon and nutrients like nitrogen and phosphorus cycle through
the environment. Specifically, she studies how the changing global cycles of carbon and nitrogen
interact with each other, for example, how excess nitrogen in the environment affects the
decomposition of plant matter. Short-term studies have indicated that it speeds up decomposition,
but her long-term studies at Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve in central Minnesota indicate
the opposite, and suggest that nitrogen deposition from human actions may promote carbon
sequestration (storage) in soils, slowing the rise in atmospheric carbon dioxide from fossil fuel
burning.

"Human actions have changed the global carbon and nitrogen cycles in unprecedented ways," she
said. "We can see the impact human activity is having on our environment, but we need to better
understand how its biogeochemistry has changed in order to develop strategies to restore it. Long-
term experiments at Cedar Creek are helping us reach this goal."

Hobbie balances her field research at Cedar Creek by studying pressing ecological issues closer to
home. In studies of urban households, she and her collaborators are learning how routine choices
(such as diet, transportation, lawn care, landscaping and pet care) can affect the local environment.

"We have learned that there’s a small group of households using more resources than the rest of
the population, so we have to help them change," Hobbie said. The target group is households with
higher incomes and larger homes. In addition, "a small group of households use most of the lawn
fertilizer, more than they need to have a healthy lawn. Lawn runoff has a negative effect on local
water quality. It’s a matter of understanding why people make the choices that they do, and figuring
out ways to influence them to make more sustainable choices."

Based on her research, Hobbie urges her students to think about key consumption and lifestyle
choices that will impact the environment for years to come, such as the size of the homes they buy,
how far they live from their work, the types of cars they drive, and ways they can minimize air travel.
More recently, Hobbie and colleagues have been studying the sources of nutrients that pollute
urban lakes and streams, including street trees, and are working with local cities to come up with
cost-effective ways to reduce water pollution.

Hobbie was the only U of M faculty member elected to the National Academy of Sciences this year
and is one of only two women U faculty members; the other one is Margaret Davis, emeritus
professor in EEB. Of the 12 living NAS members from the University of Minnesota, six have full or
joint appointments in the College of Biological Sciences, primarily in the Department of Ecology,
Evolution and Behavior.

After earning her Ph.D. at the University of California, Berkeley in 1995, Hobbie joined the CBS
faculty in 1998. She works closely with David Tilman, Peter Reich (forestry) and Stephen Polasky
(applied economics and EEB) at Cedar Creek. Tilman and Polasky are also NAS members. All
three are Regents Professors.

"Sarah has it all," Tilman said. "She is a world-class researcher, a dedicated teacher and valued
mentor for U of M biology students. Her ecological research provides deep insight into how soil
bacteria and fungi influence ecosystems. Her work on urban ecosystems is uncovering paths toward
greater environmental sustainability. Election to the National Academy of Sciences is a well-
deserved honor."

About the College of Biological Sciences
College of Biological Sciences faculty conduct research in all areas of biology, from molecules to
ecosystems, which supports applications in medicine, renewable energy, agriculture and
biotechnology. The college offers degree programs in biochemistry, molecular biology and
biophysics; genetics, cell biology and development; ecology, evolution and (animal) behavior; plant
biology; microbiology and neurosciences. Admission to undergraduate programs is highly
competitive.
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U of M campuses featured in 'The Princeton Review's Guide to
322 Green Colleges'

Contacts: University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/03/2013) —For the second year in a row, the University of
Minnesota Twin Cities, Duluth and Morris campuses were named as three of the most
environmentally responsible colleges in the U.S. and Canada, according to The Princeton Review.
The education services company known for its test prep programs and college rankings, ratings and
guidebooks, profiles the U of M in the fourth annual edition of its free downloadable book, "The
Princeton Review’s Guide to 322 Green Colleges." This is the fourth year for the Twin Cities campus
to appear in the guide. 

"Students find sustainability experiences unique to each campus setting - small town to large urban
center and we are really proud for three of our campuses to be included," said Amy Short, the U’s
Sustainability Director. "At the U of M, students also network across campuses to build a stronger
university community."

The Princeton Review chose the schools for this guide based on a 50-question survey it conducted
in 2012 of administrators at over 800 four-year colleges. The company analyzed data regarding the
schools’ course offerings, campus infrastructure, activities, and career preparation to measure their
commitment to the environment and sustainability, then assigned each a Green Score ranging from
60 to 99. Schools with a score of 83 or higher were profiled in the Guide to 322 Green Colleges.

The guide's profile on the Twin Cities campus highlights the school’s strengths in "applying
sustainable strategies at the interface of science, technology, business and public policy";
"opportunities in research" through the Institute on the Environment; and comprehensive waste and
energy reduction savings through the "It All Adds Up" campaign. The guide also highlights the
University of Minnesota Duluth’s partnership with Duluth Transit Authority to provide free, unlimited
bus rides to the campus community, and University of Minnesota Morris’ innovative wind energy
projects that serve 60% of their electrical needs.

"We are truly pleased to recommend these University of Minnesota campuses, along with all of the
fine schools in this book to the many students seeking colleges that practice and promote
environmentally-responsible choices and practices," said Robert Franek, Senior VP/Publisher of
 The Princeton Review.

Franek noted his Company's recent survey findings indicating significant interest among college
applicants in attending "green" colleges.

"Among 9,955 college applicants who participated in our 2013 'College Hopes & Worries Survey,' 62
percent said having information about a school’s commitment to the environment would influence
their decision to apply to or attend the school," Franek said. 

The Princeton Review created its "Guide to 322 Green Colleges" in partnership with the Center for
Green Schools  (CGS) at the U.S. Green Building Council, with generous support from United
Technologies Corp., founding sponsor of CGS.

The guide is the only free comprehensive resource of its kind: it can be downloaded at
www.princetonreview.com/green-guide and www.centerforgreenschools.org/greenguide.
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University of Minnesota Board of Regents to consider new
integrated academic health care structure to enhance patient
care, education and research
Proposed agreement is among U, Fairview Health Services and University of Minnesota Physicians

What: University of Minnesota Board of Regents meetings
When: Thursday, May 9 and Friday, May 10, 2013
Where: 600 McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis

For media only:
What: Media briefing detailing proposed integrated structure agreement; information embargoed
until Friday morning
Who: Dr. Bobbi Daniels, CEO of University of Minnesota Physicians; Carolyn Wilson, president of
University of Minnesota Medical Center, Fairview; Dr. Aaron Friedman, vice president for Health
Sciences and dean of the U’s Medical School; Charles Mooty, interim CEO of Fairview Health
Services
When: Noon – 12:45 p.m. Thursday, May 9, 2013
Where: Location to be determined

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/03/2013) —On Friday, May 10, the University of Minnesota Board of
Regents will review and act on an agreement to enhance the working relationship among the
University of Minnesota, Fairview Health Services and University of Minnesota Physicians (UMP).

Pending Board of Regents approval, the agreement will:

Improve patient care by creating a more seamless experience for patients across the continuum of
care – essential as health care reform is implemented across the country. This will result in more
efficient operations, lower costs and a better patient experience by delivering the right care at the
right place at the right time.
Enhance the Academic Health Center’s education mission by providing additional funding to
improve the national standing of the Medical School and other health professional schools at the U,
and to increase on-site training and interprofessional education opportunities for students
Support health care research through increased focus on clinical trials and streamlining the
process for taking lab work to the bedside so discoveries can benefit patients

The integrated structure agreement is a significant step forward that enhances the business
relationship among the U, Fairview and UMP. The three organizations have been working together
since 1997.

Through a new shared governance structure, creation of a single strategic plan and alignment to
form a single management team, the new structure will integrate the operations and finances of the
organizations without merging them. The three organizations would remain independent with
separate financial balance sheets. If approved, the agreements would include operations at
University of Minnesota Medical Center, University of Minnesota Amplatz Children’s Hospital, UMP
outpatient clinics on the East and West Banks, University of Minnesota Physicians Heart at
Fairview, University of Minnesota Physicians Cancer Care at Fairview and UMP services at other
Fairview sites, including Maple Grove.

The regents approved letters of intent outlining the goals of negotiations among the organizations in
May 2012. The new integrated structure agreements were approved by the UMP Board of Directors
on April 17, 2013 and the Fairview Board of Directors on April 18. Regents’ review and action are
the final action steps in the board approval process.

The integrated structure agreements would also facilitate the development of a new Ambulatory
Care Center on the U’s Minneapolis campus. The center would provide new space for clinics
currently in the outdated Phillips Wangensteen Building and provide much-needed expansion space
for a variety of clinics. The clinic is expected to open in 2016.

Other Board of Regents agenda items:

Six-year capital improvement plan: The plan outlines capital projects for the U of M system
recommended for fiscal years 2014-2019. Projects are initially defined by academic units, based on
unit and university strategic priorities. The plan also provides an overview for the U’s future capital
requests to the Minnesota Legislature.
2014 annual capital improvement budget: The proposed budget would authorize design and
construction projects totaling nearly $289.8 million – 60 percent paid by state bonding and 40
percent by the U.
Safety of Minors policy: This is a new board policy that sets expectations for university employees
and volunteers who interact with or care for children on university grounds or are participating in U
programs. The policy responds to an earlier review of the university’s compliance functions,
oversight and culture following the findings of child sexual abuse at Penn State.
Swearing in: Minnesota Chief Justice Lorie Skjerven Gildea will swear in newly elected regents.
Current Board Chair Linda Cohen and current Regent Dean Johnson were re-elected by legislators
in March. In addition, Peggy Lucas and Abdul Omari were elected for a first term to the board.
Duluth campus master plan: Chancellor Lendley Black and Vice President for University Services
Pam Wheelock will review the campus master plan. It outlines potential projects that would make
the campus more visible and integrated into the surrounding community, create a grand entrance to
campus and make the campus more pedestrian-and bicycle-friendly.
Undergraduate student income distribution: Vice Provost Robert McMaster will provide an
overview of a recent analysis of the income distribution of U undergraduates. Student
representatives to the board raised questions about the topic during a 2012 presentation.
Academic program review: McMaster will outline plans to review the U’s academic programs to
ensure accountability, continuous program improvement and program alignment with the university’s
priorities and values.

For more information about the Board of Regents agenda, go to www.umn.edu/regents/
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University of Minnesota, UM Physicians and Fairview Health
Services officials to preview proposed integrated structure
Proposal will be reviewed and acted upon by Board of Regents Friday, May 10

What: Media briefing detailing proposed integrated structure; information embargoed until Friday
morning, May 10, 2013
Who: Dr. Bobbi Daniels, CEO of University of Minnesota Physicians; Carolyn Wilson, president of
University of Minnesota Medical Center, Fairview; Dr. Aaron Friedman, vice president for Health
Services and dean of the U’s Medical School; Charles Mooty, interim CEO of Fairview Health
Services
When: Noon – 12:45 p.m. Thursday, May 9, 2013
Where: Room 488 of the U of M Children’s Rehabilitation Center, 426 Church St. SE, Minneapolis.
Parking is available at the Washington Avenue Ramp (501 Washington Ave. SE), Oak Street Ramp
(401 Oak St. SE) or the East River Parkway Ramp (391 East River Pkwy).

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510
Caroline Marin, Academic Health Center, crmarin@umn.edu, (612) 624-5680

May 8, 2013

On Thursday, May 9, officials from the University of Minnesota, Fairview Health Services and
University of Minnesota Physicians (UMP) will hold a media briefing to provide embargoed detail
regarding the organizations’ proposed integrated structure agreement. Information will be
embargoed until Friday morning publishing deadlines. The agreement will be reviewed and acted
upon by the university’s Board of Regents during its 9 a.m. to Noon meeting on Friday.

The briefing will be held from Noon to 12:45 p.m. Thursday in Room 488 of the U of M Children’s
Rehabilitation Center, 426 Church St. SE, Minneapolis.

Pending Board of Regents approval, the integrated structure agreement will improve patient care;
enhance the education mission of the U’s Academic Health Center; and support health care
research.

The U of M, Fairview and UMP have been working together since 1997. The original affiliation
agreement among the organizations remains intact. The new integrated structure agreement is a
significant step forward in enhancing the business relationship among the three organizations. For
more information, click here.
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U of M Board of Regents to review University of Minnesota -
Minnesota Vikings agreement for use of TCF Bank Stadium

Media Note: Media note: Media are asked to park in the University Ave. Ramp, 1926 University
Ave. S.E., Minneapolis.

Who: University of Minnesota Board of Regents; U of M General Counsel Mark Rotenberg; U of M
VP for University Services Pam Wheelock; Vikings VP for Legal Affairs and Chief Administrative
Officer Kevin Warren
What: Facilities & Operations Committee meeting and press conference
Where: McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis (West Committee Room; 6
Floor)
When: 11:35 – 11:45 a.m. committee meeting (TV cameras may enter for set up during a
committee recess at 11:25 a.m.) and noon press conference, Thursday, May 9, 2013

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552
Jeff Anderson, Vikings Director of Corporate Communications, andersonj@vikings.nfl.net, (952)
828-6570

May 8, 2013

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/08/2013) – The University of Minnesota and the Minnesota Vikings
have reached a Facility Use Agreement that allows the Vikings’ use of TCF Bank Stadium during the
construction of the franchise’s new stadium.

The agreement, which is subject to approval by the University’s Board of Regents, will be presented
to the Board’s Facilities & Operations Committee at 11:35 a.m. tomorrow (Thursday, May 9). The
committee meeting is open to media and takes place in the West Committee Room on the sixth floor
of the McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis.

The Facilities & Operations Committee will recess for 10 minutes at 11:25 a.m. Television cameras
will be allowed to set up during this time.

The full Board will act on the committee’s report at its meeting on Friday, May 10.

Following Thursday morning’s committee meeting, a press conference will be held at noon in the
West Committee Room at the McNamara Alumni Center. U of M General Counsel Mark Rotenberg,
U of M VP for University Services Pam Wheelock and Vikings VP for Legal Affairs and Chief
Administrative Officer Kevin Warren will answer questions from the media about this agreement.

Further information regarding the agreement and a full press release will be provided at that time.
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University of Minnesota introduces Pack and Give Back waste
reduction pilot
Innovative program will facilitate pick-up of reusable items both on campus and in surrounding
neighborhoods

Contacts: Stacey White, ReUse Program Manager, whit0691@umn.edu, (612) 624-3285 
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/09/2013) —The University of Minnesota ReUse Program will pilot
“Pack & Give Back” this May, an initiative aimed at reducing waste generated by students moving at
the beginning and end of each semester. A partnership with The Salvation Army will help facilitate
on- and off-campus pick-up routes for reusable items that might otherwise end up in landfills. This
pilot targets students, but is open to all residents in the Marcy-Holmes and Southeast Como
neighborhoods.

Items collected on campus by the ReUse Program, or brought to the ReUse warehouse by students
and neighborhood residents, will be part of the program's "Free Store" May 28 through June 1.
Based out of the ReUse warehouse (883 29th Avenue SE), all items in the Free Store will be offered
free of charge to students and residents of participating neighborhoods. Any remaining items not
claimed by students or residents will be warehoused until the Free Store is re-opened during select
September 2013 move-in dates. Items collected by The Salvation Army during its routes will be
delivered to Salvation Army collection centers for future re-distribution.

The ReUse Program will collect reusable items on-campus during residence hall move-out May 8-
18, while The Salvation Army will run off-campus collection routes May 28 through June 1 in the
Marcy-Holmes and Southeast Como neighborhoods. The Salvation Army’s route will be identical to
city trash and recycling routes, but run one day in advance of the regular pick-up schedule. Here’s a
list of actions students and residents of participating neighborhoods can take to donate reusable
items:

May 1 - June 1
Students and Marcy-Holmes and Southeast Como residents can drop off items at the university’s
ReUse Warehouse (883 29th Avenue SE).

May 8-18
Students who live in residence halls will be directed by staff where to place items for Pack & Give
Back.

May 28 – June 1
Marcy-Holmes and Southeast Como residents (including students) can place items outside one day
ahead of their city trash and recycling route for The Salvation Army to pick-up (view schedule map).

June 2 - Ongoing
Call The Salvation Army directly at (612) 328-1265 to schedule a next day pick-up.

This innovative program is sponsored by the waste reduction task force comprised of the City of
Minneapolis Third Ward; City of Minneapolis Solid Waste & Recycling; Hennepin County
Environmental Services; Southeast Como Improvement Association; The Salvation Army; and the
University of Minnesota Offices of Housing and Residential Life, Student Affairs, University
Relations and University Services. 

With student waste reduction at the heart of Pack & Give Back, the program's task force sought to
involve students from the U's leadership minor program to conduct research into similar successful
programs at sizable universities. The project findings and recommendations will be implemented
into this pilot.

View program details and pick-up maps at reuse.umn.edu and like the Pack & Give Back Facebook
page for the most up-to-date information.

Pack & Give Back further illustrates the University of Minnesota’s commitment to sustainability. The
U’s Twin Cities, Duluth and Morris campuses are all among the most environmentally responsible
colleges in the U.S. and Canada, according to “The Princeton Review’s Guide to 322 Green
Colleges.”

The ReUse Program is part of the University Services department of Facilities Management (FM).
FM’s mission is to provide a safe, functional, clean and welcoming campus.
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University of Minnesota and Minnesota Vikings reach agreement
on use of TCF Bank Stadium

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552
Jeff Anderson, Vikings Director of Corporate Communications, andersonj@vikings.nfl.net, (952)
828-6570

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/09/2013) —The University of Minnesota and the Minnesota Vikings
have agreed to terms on a Facility Use Agreement that allows the Vikings to use TCF Bank Stadium
for the 2014 and 2015 NFL seasons. The agreement also allows for two additional seasons if
necessary.

The agreement is subject to approval by the University’s Board of Regents, which will vote on the
proposal during its meeting Friday, May 10.

"We’re pleased to enter into an agreement with the Vikings to allow them to play at TCF Bank
Stadium," said Vice President for University Services Pam Wheelock. "With Board of Regents
approval, we plan to start work right away to ensure the facility is ready for the Vikings in 2014."

"This partnership benefits the University, its neighbors, the Vikings and all Minnesota football fans,"
said University President Eric Kaler. "The Vikings will remain part of the Twin Cities region during
construction of their new stadium, while proceeds will be used to enhance Gopher Athletics and
invest in the fabric of our surrounding neighborhoods."

The use agreement stipulates that the Vikings will reimburse the University for any required TCF
Bank Stadium capital improvements, as well as all game-day operational expenses. In addition, the
Vikings will pay the University a per-game rent of $250,000 for the 2014 and 2015 seasons, with
minimal increases if additional seasons were to be required. The team will also share $50,000 per
game in concessions, advertising and sponsorship revenue. In total, the Vikings will pay the
University $300,000 per game, with a maximum of $3 million for each NFL season.

"This collaborative process between the Vikings and the University has led to an agreement that will
benefit all parties," said Vikings Vice President of Legal Affairs and Chief Administrative Officer
Kevin Warren. "With this agreement solidified, we can now move forward on finalizing a plan that
ensures the Vikings provide a great game day experience for our players, coaches and fans while
having a positive impact on the University and the surrounding neighborhoods."

"We appreciate the University’s commitment to host the Vikings while the new downtown stadium is
being constructed," said Vikings Owner and President Mark Wilf. "We look forward to entertaining
our fans in TCF Bank Stadium in 2014 and 2015."

The agreement also includes the creation of a Minnesota Vikings Good Neighbor Partnership Fund,
which will be established and administered through the existing University Good Neighbor Fund.
The Vikings will contribute $125,000 per NFL season, a combination of cash and in-kind
contributions, to the Partnership Fund, which will be used to implement tangible and visible projects
during the years the Vikings play at TCF Bank Stadium. The projects selected must be beneficial to
the nearby neighborhoods and businesses, allow for participation by the Vikings and their partners
and be approved by the Vikings.

The Facility Use Agreement stipulates the following:

Lease Duration/Scheduling Restrictions
The Vikings are expected to play at TCF Bank Stadium for the 2014 and 2015 seasons, but the
agreement allows for use through the 2017 season with proper notification.

A standard NFL season includes 10 football games (two preseason and eight regular season
games), plus any home playoff games.
TCF Bank Stadium will be available for Sunday games, as well as for Saturday games when there is
not a conflict with a scheduled Gopher football home game. The Vikings may play one weeknight
game per season when University classes are not in session and on a date approved by the
University.
The Vikings will work with the NFL to minimize conflicts with the University’s academic calendar,
intercollegiate athletic activities and other campus events.

Compensation
Along with reimbursing the University for all Vikings game day expenses, the team will provide $3
million annually in compensation:

$250,000 rent per game.
$50,000 share of concessions, advertising and sponsorship revenue per game.

Capital Improvements
Certain improvements to TCF Bank Stadium are necessary for winter stadium operation and to
meet specific NFL mandates, including:

Installation of new turf and an appropriate heating element for the playing surface to be determined
by Vikings and University officials.
Installation of heat trace pipe to ensure cold weather plumbing functionality.
Potential installation of additional temporary seating in the western end zone plaza, subject to
approval by the University’s building code division (number of seats yet to be determined by Vikings
and University officials).
Any necessary modification of existing video platform to meet NFL broadcast requirements.
Installation of additional insulation in various locations around TCF Bank Stadium.
Build-out of storage space within TCF Bank Stadium.

Alcohol Sales
Alcohol sales and consumption will be allowed in TCF Bank Stadium on Vikings game days, subject
to Board of Regents policies and restrictions.

Tailgating
Tailgating will be allowed in parking lots designated by the University under the same rules in effect
for University football game days.
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Upcoming events on the U of M campus

Contacts: University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/09/2013) —Please find below a list of select upcoming University of
Minnesota Twin Cities campus related events. For the full U of M events calendar, visit
www.events.umn.edu.

Thursday, May 9 – Book release party of "Lesbian Nuns: Breaking Silence"
Out of print for two decades, "Lesbian Nuns: Breaking Silence," an explosive international best-
selling book, is back with a new foreword analyzing the unprecedented impact it had on the lesbian
community and mainstream culture.

On Thursday, May 9, co-editor Nancy Manahan will read from the book at 4 p.m., and a book
signing and reception will follow beginning at 5 p.m. in room 120 of the Elmer L. Anderson Library,
222 21st Ave. S., Minneapolis. Copies of the new edition will be available for sale.

Reservations are requested. This event is co-sponsored by The Quatrefoil Library and the
University of Minnesota Libraries.

Friday, May 10 – Understanding Infant Brain Development
More than 100 area human services professionals will attend a half-day event Friday, May 10 on
infant brain development featuring U of M researchers Megan Gunnar, director of the Institute of
Child Development and Regents Professor, and Ann Masten, Irving B. Harris Professor of Child
Development. Attendees will engage with the researchers in a discussion of recent studies that are
especially relevant to their work with families and children. Facilitated conversation as well as a
practitioner and policy panel will be included.

The event begins at 8 a.m. at the Central Lutheran Church, 333 S. 12  St., Minneapolis. Coffee and
rolls will be provided in the morning and a networking lunch will follow the last presentation. Space
is limited, so please register at http://hup.eventbrite.com/. This event is sponsored by the Hennepin-
University Partnership, in collaboration with the Hennepin County Human Services and Public
Health Department and the Hennepin County Library.

Tuesday, May 14 - Crowdsourcing: A Conversation Among Crafts
Crowdsourcing allows reporters to gather sources, ideas and content from a large group of people,
whether that be the general public or fellow reporters. The method uses a "crowd"-mentality and the
power of many to solve a problem. In this event, learn how people from different fields use
crowdsourcing techniques to complete complicated projects. Representatives from American Public
Media, Ancient Lives and the Minnesota Historical Society will speak.

The event, which is free and open to the public, takes place Tuesday, May 14 from 3:30 – 5 p.m. in
room 100 of Murphy Hall, 206 Church St. S.E., Minneapolis.

Wednesday, May 15 – Towards Sustainability: Building Community Support for Net Zero
Multifamily Affordable Housing
Students in Architecture, Housing Studies and Graphic Design classes have collaborated with Twin
Cities Habitat for Humanity and the City of Cottage Grove to design and develop sustainable
housing for moderate-income families. An open house, featuring designs, funding proposals and
prototypes for Net-Zero housing, will take place Wednesday, May 15 from 8:30 – 11 a.m. on Room
R380 at the Institute on the Environment, 1954 Buford Ave., St. Paul.

For more information visit, http://netzero.eventbrite.com/# 

Wednesday, May 15 - Book of Elements performance
The U of M School of Music will present composer and U of M professor James Dillon’s Book of
Elements, a five-volume piano solo, performed by pianist Noriko Kawai on Wednesday, May 15 at
7:30 p.m. at Ted Mann Concert Hall (2128 4th St. S., Minneapolis, MN 55455). This event is free
and open to the public.

Kawai performed The Book of Elements, which has been described by BBC Music Magazine as
“rich” and “utterly riveting,” at the UK Huddersfield Contemporary Music Festival, the Royal College
of Music in London, and the Alicante Summer Festival in Spain. In 2003, she recorded a CD of
Elements, which takes 90 minutes to play.

For more information, click here.
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University of Minnesota, UM Physicians and Fairview Health
Services agree to new integrated structure to enhance patient
care, education and research
University’s Board of Regents also approves U’s agreement with Minnesota Vikings

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/10/2013) —The University of Minnesota Board of Regents has
provided the final approval needed for an agreement to enhance the working relationship among the
University of Minnesota, Fairview Health Services and University of Minnesota Physicians (UMP) on
the University of Minnesota Medical Center, Fairview campus and in service lines managed by UMP.

The integrated structure agreement outlines a new shared governance structure, and a single
strategic plan and alignment to form a single management team co-lead by the president of the
University of Minnesota Medical Center, Fairview and the chief executive officer of UMP. The
structure will integrate certain operations of Fairview and UMP without merging them. Financial
performance will be tracked by the creation of "virtual" financial tools.

"The integrated structure agreement represents a new level of commitment and clarity around how
we will work together differently to improve patient care, enhance the Academic Health Center’s
education mission and support health care research for the benefit of all Minnesotans," said Dr.
Bobbi Daniels, CEO of UMP.

Specifically, the agreement will:

Create a more seamless experience for patients across the continuum of care that will result in
more efficient operations, lower costs and a better patient experience. It will allow the organizations
to deliver the right care at the right place at the right time.
Improve the education provided by and enhance the national standing of the Medical School and
other health professional schools at the U. It will also provide more on-site training and
interprofessional education opportunities for students.
Increase focus on research and clinical trials, while improving patient care.

"This represents the next chapter of our organizations’ relationship, which began in 1997," said
Carolyn Wilson, University of Minnesota Medical Center, Fairview president. "As the health care
environment continues to change, so must we continue to evolve to better serve patients and
improve Minnesota’s health."

Wilson and Daniels will co-lead the organizations’ integrated management team. A new 12-member
board of directors will also be established to provide oversight. The board will be chaired by the
dean of the Medical School.

"Minnesota’s health care future is linked to the University of Minnesota, which is the state’s largest
and most important institution for health care education," said University President Eric Kaler. "All
three parties to this agreement are renewing their commitment to create a top-tier academic health
system that will serve the needs of tomorrow’s health care professionals while advancing science
and medical breakthroughs."

The integrated structure will provide additional academic support payments to the Medical School
annually for the next 10 years. Annual amounts, made from earnings of the clinical enterprise, are
$7 million in the first two years of the agreement, $8 million in the next two years and $10 million for
six additional years.

"This agreement brings us closer to realizing the vision of those who helped to create the affiliation
between Fairview and the University in the late 1990s," said Aaron Friedman, M.D., dean of the
Medical School and the university’s vice president of health sciences. "The integrated structure will
help us fulfill the vital role the University plays in training health care professionals and conducting
groundbreaking research."

The integrated structure was previously approved by the UMP Board of Directors on April 17, 2013
and the Fairview Board of Directors on April 18. The initial agreement is for five years and will renew
automatically for another five years unless one party seeks to end it.

The agreement includes operations at University of Minnesota Medical Center, Fairview, University
of Minnesota Amplatz Children’s Hospital, UMP outpatient clinics on the East and West Banks,
University of Minnesota Physicians Heart at Fairview, University of Minnesota Physicians Cancer
Care at Fairview and UMP services at other Fairview sites, including Maple Grove. The agreement
will also facilitate the development of a new Ambulatory Care Center on the U’s Minneapolis
campus, which is expected to open in 2016.

"This agreement reflects a strong commitment to Minnesota’s patients and students," said Board of
Regents Chair Linda Cohen. "It establishes a framework to enable and support the long term
success of the University’s Academic Health Center."

For more information, go to http://z.umn.edu/isqanda.

University to benefit from Vikings play at TCF Bank Stadium

Regents reviewed and approved a Facility Use Agreement between the University and the
Minnesota Vikings, which will allow the Vikings’ use of TCF Bank Stadium beginning in 2014, while
the Vikings’ new stadium is under construction in Minneapolis.

Under the agreement, the Vikings will pay a fixed fee of $250,000 per game for 2014 and 2015, with
increases for any additional years. The U will receive an additional $50,000 per game from
concessions, advertising and sponsorship revenue. The Vikings also will pay for improvements to
TCF Bank Stadium, including a field heating system and any temporary bleachers. A reserved
parking fee is still being negotiated.

The agreement also creates a Minnesota Vikings Good Neighbor Partnership Fund for community
projects during the years the Vikings play at TCF Bank Stadium. The Vikings will contribute
$125,000 per NFL season in cash and in-kind contributions to the Partnership fund.

Regents also approved a related resolution authorizing the sales of alcohol on Vikings’ game days.
Specifically, sales may include beer and wine throughout TCF Bank Stadium, hard liquor in premium
seating areas only, and beer, wine and hard liquor in the club rooms of Mariucci and Williams
arenas if they are used by the Vikings.

More information is available at the University’s News site.

Other Board of Regents activity included:

Swearing in: Newly elected regents were sworn into service by Minnesota Chief Justice Lorie
Skjerven Gildea. They included current Board Chair Linda Cohen and current Regent Dean
Johnson, as well as new Regents Peggy Lucas and Abdul Omari, who were elected by legislators
for a first term to the board.
Donohue appointed general counsel: The board approved the appointment of William Donohue
as the University’s next general counsel, effective May 22, 2013 and continuing up to June 30,
2015. Donohue has served in the Office of the General Counsel since 1982 and has been the
deputy general counsel since 1996.
Undergraduate student income distribution: Vice Provost and Dean of Undergraduate Education
Robert McMaster provided new analysis that shows the family income level distribution of the
undergraduate student body has shifted little from 2001-2011. The recent analysis includes all
students – not only those receiving financial aid – and adjusts incomes for inflation. The largest
percentage gains occurred in both the bottom ($0 to $30,000) and top income categories ($110,000
and above), with 6 and 7 percent gains, respectively. Student representatives to the board raised
questions about the topic in December 2012.
Academic program review: McMaster and Vice Provost and Dean of Graduate Education Henning
Schroeder outlined plans to review the U’s academic programs to ensure accountability, continuous
program improvement and program alignment with the university’s priorities and values. The office
of Provost Karen Hanson will take a more holistic review going forward that will include analysis of
undergraduate along with graduate and professional programs, faculty productivity and resources,
such as program budgets and facilities.
Capital improvements: The board reviewed nearly $289.8 million in design and construction
projects for 2014, while examining a six-year capital improvement plan for 2014-2019. Under the
direction of Vice President for University Services Pam Wheelock, the U is realigning its capital
planning process with the objectives outlined in President Kaler’s Platform for Excellence. The
areas for investment include research and discovery, teaching and learning, stewardship (focusing
on efficiency and effective use of resources) and enhancing the U’s reputation and impact on
Minnesota communities. The board will act uponi the proposals at its June meeting.
Safety of Minors policy: A board committee reviewed a new board policy that sets expectations for
university employees and volunteers who interact with or care for children on university grounds or
are participating in U programs. The policy, which extends responsibility from educators to all U
employees and volunteers, will be offered to the full board for a vote in June. The actions respond to
an earlier review of the university’s compliance functions, oversight and culture following the
findings of child sexual abuse at Penn State.
Duluth campus master plan: Chancellor Lendley Black and Vice President for University Services
Pam Wheelock reviewed the campus master plan. It outlines potential projects to make the campus
more visible and integrated into the surrounding community, create a grand entrance and enhance
pedestrian and bicycle access.
Academic "grand slam": The University of Minnesota was one of four universities in the country to
have faculty elected to each of the four major national academies in 2012-13, joining the University
of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), the University of Chicago and Stanford University. The board
recognized: Bruce Blazar, M.D., Regents professor of pediatrics and director of the Center for
Translational Medicine (elected to the Institute of Medicine); Steven Crouch, dean of the College of
Science and Engineering and professor of civil engineering (National Academy of Engineering);
Sarah Hobbie, professor of ecology, evolution and behavior (National Academy of Sciences); and
Renata Wentzcovich, professor of chemical engineering and materials science (American Academy
of Arts and Sciences).
Distinguished McKnight University Professor award: The five recipients of the 2013
Distinguished McKnight University Professor award were recognized: Paul Glewwe, professor of
applied economics; Gary Muehlbauer, professor of agronomy and plant genetics; Andrew Oxenham,
professor of otolaryngology; Barbara Yelke, professor of history; and Zhi-Li Zhang, professor of
computer science and engineering.
University excellence: The board recognized recipients of the following honors for 2013: Academy
of Distinguished Teachers awards; John Tate Award for Undergraduate Advising; Josie R. Johnson
Award for Human Rights and Social Justice; Outstanding Community Service award; President’s
Community-Engaged Scholar award; President’s Award for Outstanding Service; Goldwater,
Truman and Udall scholarships; NCAA champions; and Patty Kazmaier Memorial Award.
U Market: Regents received a first peak of U Market, an eProcurement system that will improve the
process for purchasing goods and provide faculty and staff with access to common vendors and
contract prices. The system is undergoing final work and is expected to launch this summer.

For more information about the Board of Regents, go to www.umn.edu/regents/.
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Study assesses impact of pending landmark U.S. Supreme Court
case on gene patents

Contacts: Becky Beyers, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
bbeyers@umn.edu, (612) 626-5754
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/13/2013) —As the U.S. Supreme Court moves closer to its decision
this summer in the landmark gene patent case against Myriad Genetics, a study led by scientists
from the University of Minnesota and Colorado State University is shedding light on what may be at
stake.

The scientists analyzed U.S. patents to find that the case may not have the dramatic impact that
some in the biotechnology industry fear it will. However, they caution, the U.S. Supreme Court may
have unanticipated impacts on patents that claim sequences from species other than just humans. 
The study was led by Philip Pardey, professor of applied economics at the U of M and Gregory
Graff, associate professor of agricultural and resource economics at CSU, along with researchers
from Pennsylvania State University.

Their paper ,"Not Quite a Myriad of Gene Patents: Assessing the potential impact of the U.S.
Supreme Court on the changing landscape of U.S. patents that claim nucleic acids," was published
in the May issue of the journal "Nature Biotechnology."

The plaintiffs in the Myriad Genetics case are seeking resolution as to whether an isolated DNA
molecule with a natural genetic sequence from the human genome is eligible to be patented.  Court-
watchers believe there is reason to believe the justices may decide to ban gene patents.

As the case was winding its way through the courts, the research team began a comprehensive, in-
depth review of how many and what sorts of U.S. patents make the kind of claims to DNA that were
being challenged in the Myriad Genetics case. The study analyzes the types of claims that
constitute a "gene patent" and then determines the number and nature of U.S. patents that could be
invalidated by a U.S. Supreme Court ruling.

"Our intention was to give some sort of measure to the potential legal and commercial implications
of what is squaring up to become a landmark patent case, one of the most significant Supreme
Court cases in the biological sciences for decades," Graff said.

This is the first study of several to draw upon a new and massive worldwide compilation of patents
related to genetics and genomics, put together by the International Science and Technology
Practice and Policy (InSTePP) center, based at the University of Minnesota, over the past three
years with funding from the National Institutes of Health (NIH).

The study is different from previous research because of the way in which patents were counted
and "read" by computer algorithms. Software was used to pick out just the patents with precisely the
same kind of legal language being challenged in the case. The research also goes beyond just
considering human genes to analyze genes patented from all types of organisms, leading the study
to raise questions about the full implications of the case.

As Pardey points out, "The results of our study show that there are fewer U.S. "gene" patents –
particularly the kinds that are being challenged in the Myriad case – than prior analyses have
suggested."  Consequently, "We caution that some of the hype and drama surrounding this case
may be unwarranted and that, if overturned, the impact is unlikely to be devastating to the interests
of the biotechnology industry" says Graff.

The study also shows that, despite the focus on the patenting of human genes for use in medical
diagnostics, that the majority of gene patents actually claim genes from other organisms, ranging
from mice to corn to microbes.

"This finding poses a serious question that the U.S. Supreme Court will need to resolve because the
Myriad case is, supposedly, only looking at whether human genes are patentable," said Graff.
"According to our results, there appears to be no simple way, given the logic of genetics or of patent
law, to make a clean distinction between the small number of patents that claim human sequences
and the larger number of patents that claim sequences from other species."

The third key finding is that for the past decade, applicants appear to have been moving away from
making the kinds of patent claims that are at greatest legal risk in the Myriad case. The researchers
suggest that other policy measures and lower-court decisions in other cases may have already been
effective in nudging patent practice away from those types of gene patents that the plaintiffs in the
Myriad case and the American public find most objectionable.

The full paper, "Not Quite a Myriad of Gene Patents: Assessing the potential impact of the U.S.
Supreme Court on the changing landscape of U.S. patents that claim nucleic acids" can be viewed
at http://www.nature.com/nbt/journal/v31/n5/full/nbt.2568.html.
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LifeScience Alley and University of Minnesota's Medical Devices
Center announce joint Innovation Fellowship

Contacts: Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552
Ryan Baird, LifeScience Alley, rbaird@lifesciencealley.org, (952) 746-3818

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/15/2013) —LifeScience Alley and the University of Minnesota
Medical Devices Center announce the launch of a joint second year Innovation Fellowship, with
work beginning in September 2013. Through this partnership, select fellows completing the Medical
Devices Center's Innovation Fellows Program—now in its fifth year—will have the opportunity to be
supported for a second year to work on the commercial development of technologies initiated at the
University, while also gaining additional business experiences through LifeScience Alley’s Applied
Business Training (ABT) program.

The ABT, administered through LifeScience Alley's subsidiary The BioBusiness Alliance of
Minnesota, immerses technical students in real-life commercial analysis projects with guidance from
expert industry and academic advisors in order to provide practical business training.

The first joint fellow selected is Laura Paulsen, a biomedical engineer with graduate and
undergraduate degrees from Duke University and Johns Hopkins University, respectively. While at
Duke, Laura helped to develop a medical device innovation focus within the biomedical engineering
program, and in the summer of 2012 she led a team of undergraduate students through the device
design process as part of a NIH-funded practicum in medical device innovation. She has also
competed in several business plan competitions across the country, being successful most notably
at the MIT 100k Business Plan Competition and Duke University Start Up Challenge Elevator Pitch
Competition. Her primary research has focused on orthopedics and medical genetics.

The goal of the joint fellowship is to facilitate the commercial translation of Medical Devices Center
technologies, to create technology business leaders and to promote local talent retention by
providing practical business education, experience and a relevant network of industry professionals
to highly technical fellows with an interest in the commercial translation of innovative technologies. 

"The Medical Devices Center is focused not only on innovation, but on technology transfer into the
private sector," said Saurav Paul, PhD, JD, director of the University of Minnesota Medical Devices
Center Innovation Fellows Program. "The Applied Business Training program represents a strong
bridge into the business community, providing additional support and commercialization
opportunities for our fellows and technologies."

The Applied Business Training program offers a variety of part-time and full-time fellowships
providing experiential learning opportunities that include direct company support, technology
evaluation and new venture creation. The program's curriculum is centered on sponsored projects in
the form of novel technologies and companies needing technical diligence and business
assistance.  It is a critical component of The Innovation Engine, an integrated suite of services
enabling an environment of business innovation and growth for knowledge-based industries.

About LifeScience Alley and The BioBusiness Alliance of Minnesota
The Innovation Engine is a program of The BioBusiness Alliance of Minnesota, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization (and subsidiary of LifeScience Alley, the nation’s largest regional life science
association). Together with its subsidiary, LifeScience Alley works to strengthen the regional
economy by assisting in the growth of established and emerging industries, and attracting new
companies, talent and capital. The organizations’ shared mission is: To establish and lead a
strategic approach to improve the business environment for life science companies through
dedicated support to our members, and leading programs and projects to develop new industries,
accelerate the evolution of existing industries, and to implement capabilities required to ensure a
healthy business climate and a stronger community.

About the University of Minnesota Medical Devices Center
The University of Minnesota Medical Devices Center (MDC) is an interdisciplinary program within
the University’s Institute for Engineering in Medicine. It combines basic research, applied and
translational research, education and training, and outreach and public engagement all related to
medical devices. The MDC brings together the University of Minnesota´s expertise from the College
of Science and Engineering and the Academic Health Center (Colleges of Medicine, Dentistry,
Veterinary Medicine, Nursing, Public Health and Pharmacy). One of the crown jewels of the Medical
Devices Center is the Innovative Fellows Program, which began in 2008. The goal is to train the
next leaders in medtech. The MDC teaches the Fellows how to create new and useful medical
devices in a disciplined, efficient and cost-effective manner while working in a collaborative, multi-
disciplinary and translational mode.

© 2009–2014 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.
The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer

mailto:rzurn@umn.edu
http://www1.umn.edu/news/contacts/#Matt%20Hodson
mailto:mjhodson@umn.edu
mailto:rbaird@lifesciencealley.org
http://theinnovationengine.org/
http://www.biobusinessalliance.org/
https://www.lifesciencealley.org/
http://www.mdc.umn.edu/
http://www.iem.umn.edu/
http://cse.umn.edu/index.php
http://www.health.umn.edu/
http://www.mdc.umn.edu/fellows.html


Larry Yore to
receive U of
M's
Outstanding
Achievement
Award

Contacts: Steve
Baker, College of
Education and
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(612) 624-3430
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/16/2013) —For his pioneering work in science education, Larry Yore
will receive one of the highest awards bestowed on alumni of the University of Minnesota at a
ceremony on campus May 22. The U’s Outstanding Achievement Award recognizes graduates who
have attained unusual distinction in their chosen fields – appropriate for Yore, an internationally
known expert on the role of language in science and science education and on how language
affects scientific inquiry.

"Larry has international teaching and research accomplishments that go beyond what most teachers
and educators could even dream of," said Jean Quam, dean of the U of M’s College of Education
and Human Development (CEHD), which nominated Yore for the award. "But his generosity of spirit
and tireless commitment to students, colleagues, and learning is even more impressive."

Yore is a Distinguished Professor Emeritus at the University of Victoria, British Columbia, but his
roots run deep in Minnesota. A native of Delavan, in the south-central part of the state, Yore earned
his bachelor’s degree (’64), master’s degree (’68), and Ph.D. (’73) in education at the University of
Minnesota. Teaching science and studying its connection to reading and literacy became his
specialty early on, including positions where he excelled as both a teacher and administrator in the
Eden Prairie Public Schools and University High School (’64 to ’70) before joining the faculty at the
University of Victoria. Over 41 years of service at Victoria, he taught science, technology, and
science literacy and research courses, and he chaired the Departments of Social and Natural
Sciences and of Curriculum and Instruction. He also served as president of the university’s faculty
association and a member of the Board of Governors.

His accomplishments in higher education include 76 research articles in national and international
journals, service on the board of directors of the National Association for Research in Science
Teaching, participation on review panels for 20 education research journals, and founding
membership on the International Journal of Science and Mathematics Education. At Victoria and
other universities, he has mentored and advised more than 175 graduate students, worked with
numerous researchers whose second language is English, and led studies on scientific literacy in
many countries around the world.

Yore has been honored as "Science Teacher Educator of the Year," by the Association for Science
Teacher Education; awarded with highest honors for contributions to science education through
research, by the National Association for Research in Science Education; recognized with the
Distinguished Contributions Award, by both the reading and science education communities; and
named the University’s first Distinguished Professor at the University of Victoria.

Yore, who recently joined the CEHD Dean’s Advisory Council, will receive the Outstanding
Achievement Award at a ceremony on May 22, 5-7 p.m., at McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St.
S.E., Minneapolis, on the U of M’s Twin Cities campus.
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Article in 'Science' says returning genetic incidental findings
without patient consent violates basic rights

Contacts: Martha Coventry, Consortium on Law and Values, coven002@umn.edu, (612) 625-2948
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/16/2013) —Informed consent is the backbone of patient care. 
Genetic testing has long required patient consent and patients have had a "right not to know" the
results. However, as 21  century medicine now begins to use the tools of genome sequencing, an
enormous debate has erupted over whether patients’ rights will continue in an era of medical
genomics.

Recent recommendations from the American College of Medical Genetics and Genomics (ACMG)
suggest no. On March 22, the ACMG released recommendations stating that when clinical
sequencing is undertaken for any medical reason, laboratories must examine 57 other specific
genes to look for incidental findings. These findings must then be reported to the clinician and the
patient.  In an April 25 "clarification," ACMG said that failure to report these findings would be
considered "unethical." The patient has no opportunity to opt-out of the testing of the 57 genes,
except to decline all sequencing.  The recommendations also apply to children.

In a paper published today in Science online ahead of print, authors Susan M. Wolf, J.D. (University
of Minnesota), George J. Annas, J.D., M.P.H. (Boston University), and Sherman Elias, M.D.
(Northwestern University) push back against these recommendations, and offer compelling reasons
why patient autonomy must remain firmly in place as science advances. Their article on Patient
Autonomy and Incidental Findings in Clinical Genomics urges ACMG to reconsider their
recommendations.  This article is published with a reply by Amy McGuire, J.D., Ph.D. (Baylor
College of Medicine) and colleagues.

Wolf, Annas, and Elias argue that, "The ACMG’s ‘minimum list [of 57 genes]’ includes mutations in
genes that patients have long been able to refuse testing for, including cancer risk mutations (such
as BRCA1) and cardiovascular risk mutations." They point out that "There are many circumstances
in which a patient may decline such testing and information, even if the results could open avenues
for intervention. The patient may already be battling another disease, such as advanced cancer, or
be late in life and see more burden than benefit in added genetic information. The patient may also
fear that ‘extra’ results in their medical record will invite risk of discrimination."

ACMG says that applying these recommendations to children may help adult family members
understand their own health risks. However, Wolf et al. point out that "this is exactly what past
recommendations have rightly rejected, in limiting genetic testing and disclosure of genetic
information to what is medically necessary during childhood." The authors cite long-standing policy
discouraging childhood testing for adult-onset conditions. "Delaying testing and return of genetic
information not medically useful in childhood allows the child to reach adulthood and then make a
choice based on his or her own values."

The ACMG indicates that their list of genes to test without consent will grow. Their report says that
laboratories may look for variants in other genes, "as deemed appropriate," and that ACMG will
review the roster of 57 genes annually. Wolf et al. voice concern that "As the list expands, so will the
scope of testing without consent…." The authors urge the importance of patients’ rights, especially
in an era of genome sequencing when extensive genetic information can be generated on any
patient.
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Gene modification technology developed at University of
Minnesota and Iowa State University receives patents

Contacts: Erin Dennis, Office of the VP for Research, edennis@umn.edu, (612) 625-1515
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/17/2013) —The USPTO has issued two patents for technology
developed jointly by researchers at the University of Minnesota and Iowa State University that
allows scientists to modify genes to create specific traits. The patents (US 8,440,431 and US
8,440,432) were issued on May 14, 2013 and are based on TAL effector nucleases that "read" DNA
and make pinpoint cuts in targeted genes.

This novel approach to gene modification was developed by Daniel Voytas, professor in the U of M’s
Department of Genetics, Cell Biology and Development, along with colleagues at Iowa State
University. Cited among the top 20 scientific "breakthroughs of the year" in a special issue of
Science published December 2012, the technique involves taking a DNA binding protein (TAL) and
fusing it to a nuclease that breaks DNA. When the chromosome break is repaired, it allows the
incorporation of DNA sequence changes at a precise location in the genome.

This platform technology has broad applications in genome engineering including fundamental
genetic research, crop improvement and treatment of human genetic diseases.

TAL effector nucleases represent a progression from zinc finger nucleases, or ZFNs, which
originated more than a decade ago. ZFNs explore the DNA in a cell nucleus, probing with
extensions, or "zinc fingers," until they find the particular DNA sequences they have been designed
to ferret out. They then chop those sequences out of the chromosome, replacing them with new
sequences. But where ZFNs are difficult and expensive to produce, TAL effector nucleases work
better and are far easier and cheaper to make.

The newly issued patents are part of a portfolio of patents and applications licensed exclusively to
Cellectis, a French biotechnology company, by the U of M’s Office for Technology
Commercialization. Cellectis commercializes these molecules under the trademark TALEN™.
Cellectis Plant Sciences, a subsidiary of Cellectis focused on plant genetics, operates a research
and development facility in New Brighton, Minn. where Voytas serves as chief science officer.
Voytas is interested in using the technology to improve disease resistance in plants and to make
plants healthier by modifying plant oils and carbohydrates.

About the Office for Technology Commercialization
The Office for Technology Commercialization oversees all aspects of technology commercialization
at the University of Minnesota. Its mission is to translate University research into new products and
services that provide growth opportunities for its licensees, benefit the public good, improve the
quality of life and generate revenue to support the University's research and education goals. Learn
more at: research.umn.edu/techcomm.
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Minnesota legislative conferees and Gov. Dayton support U of M
requests to freeze tuition and invest in leading research

Contacts: Julie Christensen, University News Service, jrchris@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/17/2013) —A tuition freeze, the number-one priority in the University
of Minnesota’s biennial budget request, has taken a step closer to becoming reality, thanks to
members of the Higher Education Conference Committee.

Late Thursday, conferees approved the higher education funding bill, which marks the U’s first
funding increase in eight years. The bill includes an investment to freeze undergraduate Minnesota
student tuition for the next two years. The committee also made a significant investment in research
that promises to keep Minnesota’s industry and economy strong. Gov. Dayton’s budget supported
the U’s proposal at similar levels.

"This is great news for Minnesota students and their families," said University President Eric Kaler.
"We are grateful for the support of legislators and Governor Dayton for higher education and the
University of Minnesota. This level of support is fundamental to our land-grant mission to ensure
access to Minnesota students and meet our state’s most pressing challenges through research and
outreach."

In his first two-year budget request as the U’s leader, Kaler sought to strengthen the state’s
partnership with the university to keep tuition affordable and education accessible to qualified
Minnesota students of all economic backgrounds. Coming out of conference committee, the bill
provides the requested $14.2 million annually to freeze tuition for Minnesota resident
undergraduates for two years (the 2014-15 biennium). The university’s tuition is currently $13,309
on the Twin Cities campus.

Additionally, legislators voted to annually invest approximately $18 million to fund the Minnesota
Discover, Research and InnoVation Economy (MnDRIVE) program, to advance scientific research in
four critical fields. The four areas align U research strengths with the state’s needs and emerging
industries: food production, defense and protection; robotics; water quality issues; and
neuromodulation, a growing area in the medical device industry that addresses brain disorders from
Alzheimer’s disease to addiction.

The bill also requires the university to meet certain performance metrics to receive 5 percent of its
state budget allocation. Those metrics focus on graduation rates, STEM degrees, administrative
costs and invention disclosures. Mid-session, the university satisfied legislators’ requests for
information about its efficiency and organizational structure. A report by outside experts explained
the U’s personnel spans and layers, including central administration units, and outlined plans for a
subsequent benchmarking study.

"Our focus on freezing student tuition set the tone for the session," Kaler said. "High targets
conveyed the importance policymakers placed on investing in the state’s only research university
and reversed the trend of deep cuts to higher education. Legislators recognize the important role the
U plays in advancing the state’s economy, driving innovation and preparing the workforce of
tomorrow."

As it stands, the bill provides approximately the same amount of funding the state allocated to the U
in 2001, when the university served 15 percent fewer students and before the establishment of the
U of M Rochester campus.

The conference committee report will next go to the floors of the House and Senate for votes by the
end of the regular session Monday. It will then go to Gov. Dayton for signing.

For more information on the University of Minnesota’s 2014-15 biennial budget request, visit
z.umn.edu/1415request.
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Danita Brown named Vice Provost for Student Affairs and Dean
of Students

Contacts: Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/17/2013) —A service-oriented leader and ambassador for students,
Danita Brown has been named as the University of Minnesota’s new vice provost for student affairs
and dean of students, effective July 31, 2013, pending approval by the Board of Regents.

"I am delighted that Danita has accepted my invitation to lead the Office for Student Affairs," said U
of M Provost Karen Hanson. "I look forward to working with her to maintain and enhance the
excellence of Student Affairs at the U."

Brown’s professional career in higher education includes a wide variety of experiences and
progressive responsibility in student affairs, ranging from crisis management, mediation, counseling
and advising, student advocacy, teaching, fiscal management, and public speaking, to strategic
planning, leadership and policy development. She has a documented commitment to teamwork that
recognizes and embraces the strengths of all constituencies. She works to achieve a shared vision,
and she has a record of success at meeting shared goals.

Brown comes to Minnesota from Purdue University, where she has served as dean of students
since March 2011. She began her tenure at Purdue in August 2008, as the associate dean of
students for counseling, and she has served on many institutional and community committees in
West Lafayette. Prior to her service at Purdue, Brown was the interim dean of students at West
Virginia University at Parkersburg; associate director of campus life at Ohio University; and program
coordinator of student activities and leadership at Loyola University Chicago.

She is a native of Kent, Ohio, and received a Bachelor of Arts degree in psychology and sociology
from Kent State University and Master of Arts degree in community counseling from Loyola
University Chicago. Brown earned a Ph.D. in higher education from Ohio University and is a
licensed professional counselor. She is also active and involved with many organizations associated
with higher education, such as Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.; Phi Sigma Pi National Honor Co-ed
Fraternity; Mortar Board National Honor Society; and the Kent State University Alumni Association.

As the chief student affairs officer on the Twin Cities campus, Brown will be responsible for
providing visionary leadership and administrative oversight of and accountability for the student
services and programs in the Office for Student Affairs. The vice provost and dean works with and
represents the interests of a diverse student body to ensure a mutually reinforcing relationship
between the academic and non academic life of students. She will also work to promote the
intellectual, cultural, personal, educational, and social development of students. Brown will lead the
Office for Student Affairs and serve as a key member of the Provost’s senior leadership group.

Brown replaces Jerry Rinehart, who is retiring after more than 35 years at the U of M.
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NCATE awards highest distinction, renewed accreditation to
CEHD teacher education programs

Contacts: Steve Baker, College of Education and Human Development, s-bake@umn.edu, (612)
624-3430
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/20/2013) —The University of Minnesota’s College of Education and
Human Development (CEHD) has been awarded the highest standard of accreditation and was
recognized for exemplary performance in its partnership with local schools by the National Council
for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE).

"NCATE’s accreditation renewal for the university, which extends through 2019, recognizes CEHD’s
high quality preparation of teacher candidates and other school professionals," said CEHD Dean
Jean Quam.

"This recognition means a great deal to us and to our teacher candidates," she said. "We voluntarily
pursue national accreditation, as it is not a state or national requirement, because we value the
assessment of the quality of our programs against a set of very rigorous national standards and by
our peers and P-12 school practitioners."

The university recommends Minnesota teaching licensure for about 300 teachers each year, most of
whom remain in the state.  CEHD works with several school partners in Minnesota to develop highly
qualified teachers through its Teacher Education Redesign Initiative (TERI), which is supported by
the Bush Foundation's Network for Excellence in Teaching (NExT). One of TERI’s hallmarks is
collaboration with local districts to prepare teachers focused on reducing disparities in student
achievement.

"We have strong clinical programs, and our school district partners rely on us to provide prepared
and innovative student teachers," said TERI director Misty Sato. "When we started TERI, we had
closing the achievement gap as number one on our list of long-term goals. That includes diversifying
our teaching profession and preparing teachers who are more culturally responsive.  We are
beginning to see results—the diversity of the candidate pool has increased over the past 3 years
and employers of CEHD-prepared teachers report on surveys that these teachers effectively teach
students from culturally and ethnically diverse backgrounds."

Quam agrees that data collected by the college indicates a positive trend.  "We are attracting a very
talented pool of teacher candidates," she said. "They are academically strong, many have had
international experiences, and they express a long-term commitment to teaching that is focused on
equity and student achievement."

NCATE, which is recognized by the U.S. Department of Education as a specialized accrediting
body, identified the U of M’s field experiences and clinical practice for distinction. All U of M teacher
candidates have clinical experiences that include numerous opportunities to design instruction that
supports student learning in diverse classrooms, analyze student assessment data, and engage
with other school professionals.

See the CEHD website for more information.
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See Red-Headed Woodpeckers at U of M ecology field station
Increasingly scarce birds are known for bright red heads, black and white bodies, and assertive
behavior

Contacts: Peggy Rinard, College of Biological Sciences, rinar001@umn.edu, (612) 624-0774
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/23/2013) —If you’ve ever wanted to see a red-headed woodpecker
up close, you’ll have your chance on Saturday, June 8 at the U of M College of Biological Sciences’
Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve (CCESR) in East Bethel.

Expert guides will lead visitors on tours through the reserve to observe the state’s largest breeding
population of these increasingly scarce birds and give talks on their history and conservation tactics.

 Once very common in the United States, red-headed woodpeckers have declined by over 50
percent across most of the Midwest since the 1960s, partly because their preferred habitats – dead
trees in open woods and grasslands – are vanishing. They build nests in cavities of dead trees and
need open, grassy areas for swooping down on insects. After migrating south for the winter, the
Cedar Creek woodpeckers have just returned to the reserve to find mates and set up nesting
cavities in trees.

 According to Mary Spivey, CCESR education and outreach coordinator, chances are very good that
visitors will see one or more woodpeckers on June 8. "We’ve never been disappointed in past
years," she says. Last year, birdwatchers counted nearly 60 breeding pairs and banded 50 adult
woodpeckers at Cedar Creek.

 Members of the Redheaded Woodpecker Recovery Project will lead tours from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Tours will leave from the Lindeman Research and Discovery Center on a first-come, first served
basis throughout the morning.

 Reservations are required only for those who need van transportation to nesting sites.

Please call Spivey at 763-434-5131. Walking shoes, binoculars and water bottles are
recommended. Visitors are welcome to bring food and enjoy a picnic on the grounds.

 Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve is a 5,400-acre ecology research site about 30 minutes
north of the Twin Cities, with natural habitats representing the entire upper Midwest. The field of
ecosystem science was launched by discoveries made at Cedar Creek in the early 1940s and today
it serves as a living laboratory for a renowned team of scientists who study the impact of human
activities on global ecosystems. For more information, go to http://www.cbs.umn.edu/cedarcreek.
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Gov. Dayton signs into law request by U of M to fund tuition
freeze, enhance critical research

Contacts: Julie Christensen, University News Service, jrchris@umn.edu, (612) 626-1720

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/24/2013) —A two-year tuition freeze and increased funding for
critical research at the University of Minnesota are now reality, thanks to an investment in the state’s
future made by university leaders, Gov. Mark Dayton and the Minnesota State Legislature.

Today Dayton signed into law a budget that appropriates $1.17 billion to the University of Minnesota
over the next biennium (FY14-15), including $78.25 million in funding for an undergraduate tuition
freeze and the Minnesota Discovery, Research and InnoVation Economy (MnDRIVE) program.

"A tuition freeze was the number-one priority in our biennial budget request," said University
President Eric Kaler. "We are deeply grateful that legislators and Governor Dayton have worked to
make it happen. This is an exciting and important day for Minnesota students, their families and the
state."

In his first two-year budget request as the U’s leader, Kaler sought to strengthen the state’s
partnership with the university to keep tuition affordable and education accessible to qualified
Minnesota students of all economic backgrounds. A $42.6 million investment will freeze tuition for
Minnesota resident undergraduates for two years (the 2014-15 biennium). Approximate tuition
savings for incoming freshmen during the biennium on the Twin Cities, Morris and Duluth campuses
is $2,500, while Crookston students are expected to save $2,100.

"Minnesota’s elected leaders and its only land-grant research university have come together to
improve access for Minnesota students and invest in future economic vitality," Kaler said. "This level
of support will allow us to educate and prepare the workforce of tomorrow, while advancing industry
and driving innovation through research and outreach. We are appreciative of legislators and
Governor Dayton for their support of Minnesota students and the University of Minnesota."

An additional $35.65 million is designated for MnDRIVE, a two-year investment in scientific
advances that will enhance the state’s economy and improve the health and well-being of
Minnesota’s citizens. The four targeted program areas align U research strengths with the state’s
needs and emerging industries: food production, defense and protection; robotics; water quality
issues; and neuromodulation, a growing area in the medical device industry that addresses brain
disorders from Alzheimer’s disease to addiction.

Five percent of the fiscal year 2015 appropriation is contingent upon the university meeting at least
three of the five following accountability metrics:

Increase by at least 1 percent the Twin Cities undergraduate four-, five- or six-year graduation rate,
averaged over three years, for low-income students reported in fall 2014 over fall 2012 (2012
average calculated from fall 2010, 2011 and 2012 rates);
Increase by at least 3 percent the total number of undergraduate STEM (science, technology,
engineering and mathematics) degrees, averaged over three years, conferred on the Twin Cities
campus reported from FY2014 over FY2012 (2012 average calculated from fall 2010, 2011 and
2012 numbers);
Increase by at least 1 percent the four-, five- or six-year graduation rate, averaged over three years,
in the University of Minnesota system reported in fall 2014 over fall 2012 (2012 average calculated
from fall 2010, 2011 and 2012 rates);
Decrease administrative costs by $15 million for FY2014;
Increase invention disclosures by 3 percent for FY2014 over FY2013.

For more information on the University of Minnesota’s 2014-15 biennial budget request, visit
z.umn.edu/1415request.
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Improving 'crop per drop' could boost global food security and
water sustainability
New study shows increasing crop water productivity could feed an additional 110 million people
while meeting the domestic water demands of nearly 1.4 billion

Media Note: Full Environmental Research Letters paper available May 29, 2013.
High-resolution maps showing crops produced per liter of water consumed around the world are
available by contacting Todd Reubold.      

Contacts: Todd Reubold, Institute on the Environment, reub0002@umn.edu, (612) 624-6140
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/29/2013) —Improvements in crop water productivity — the amount
of food produced per unit of water consumed — have the potential to improve both food security
and water sustainability in many parts of the world, according to a study published online in
Environmental Research Letters May 29 by scientists with the University of Minnesota’s Institute on
the Environment (IonE) and the Institute of Crop Science and Resource Conservation (INRES) at
the University of Bonn, Germany.

Led by IonE postdoctoral research scholar Kate A. Brauman, the research team analyzed crop
production, water use and crop water productivity by climatic zone for 16 staple food crops: wheat,
maize, rice, barley, rye, millet, sorghum, soybean, sunflower, potato, cassava, sugarcane, sugar
beet, oil palm, rapeseed (canola) and groundnut (peanut). Together these crops constitute 56
percent of global crop production by tonnage, 65 percent of crop water consumption, and 68 percent
of all cropland by area. The study is the first of its kind to look at water productivity for this many
crops at a global scale.

The wide range of variation in crop water productivity in places that have similar climates means
that there are lots of opportunities for improving the trade-off between food and water. And the
implications of doing so are substantial: The researchers calculated that in drier regions, bringing up
the very lowest performers to just the 20th percentile could increase annual production on rain-fed
cropland enough to provide food for an estimated 110 million people without increasing water use or
using additional cropland. On irrigated cropland, water consumption could be reduced enough to
meet the annual domestic water demands of nearly 1.4 billion people while maintaining current
production.

"Since crop production consumes more freshwater than any other human activity on the planet, the
study has significant implications for addressing the twin challenges of water stress and food
insecurity," says Brauman.

For example, if low crop water productivity in precipitation-limited regions were raised to the 20th
percentile of water productivity, specific to particular crops and climates, total rain-fed food
production in Africa could be increased by more than 10 percent without exploiting additional
cropland. Similar improvements in crop water productivity on irrigated cropland could reduce total
water consumption some 8–15 percent in precipitation-limited regions of Africa, Asia, Europe and
South America.

Because the study is global in scope, it is able to identify potential locations for interventions, crops
to pay attention to, and opportunities for the biggest improvements in crop water management.
Specific solutions for improving crop per drop will vary by location and climatic zone over time,
however.

The University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment seeks lasting solutions to Earth's biggest
challenges through research, partnerships and leadership development. For more information, visit
environment.umn.edu.

At the University of Minnesota, researchers are working to secure our global food supply. These
game-changing efforts are the impetus behind MnDRIVE, the university’s ongoing partnership with
the state to enhance Discovery, Research, InnoVation and Economic development.
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University of Minnesota opening new state-of-the-art Medical
Devices Center
Public open house is Tuesday, June 4

Media Note: A media-only preview tour is scheduled for 10:30 a.m. Monday, June 3, Mayo Building,
Suite G217, 420 Delaware St. SE, Minneapolis. The Medical Devices Center director will be
available for interviews. Please email bldillon@umn.edu or rzurn@umn.edu if you plan to attend.
Media are also invited to attend the invitation-only VIP event with medical device leaders in industry
and academia 4:30-7:30 p.m. Monday, June 3 with program and ribbon-cutting at 6 p.m. For
detailed directions to the center visit, http://z.umn.edu/mdcdirections.

Contacts: Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/30/2013) —The University of Minnesota is opening a new state-of-
the-art medical devices laboratory and is letting the public have a first look during a public Open
House from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday, June 4 at the University of Minnesota’s Mayo Building, Suite
G217, 420 Delaware St. SE, Minneapolis. Guided tours are offered throughout the day. RSVPs are
not required but appreciated and can be sent to Trisha Johnson at johnsont@umn.edu or 612-626-
5642. For detailed directions to the center visit, http://z.umn.edu/mdcdirections.

The new state-of-the-art, 8,000-square-foot Medical Devices Center facility was specifically built for
designing, prototyping and testing new medical devices. Researchers had outgrown their previous
location in the University’s Shepherd Labs that opened in 2008 with 2,500 square feet and grew to
5,000 square feet in recent years.

 The new Medical Devices Center, in the heart of the University’s Academic Health Center, will
foster even greater collaboration between the University’s College of Science and Engineering, and
Academic Health Center units in Medicine, Pharmacy, Dentistry, Nursing and Veterinary Medicine.
State-of-the-art equipment and labs are used for designing and testing medical devices. Facilities
include a 3D Virtual Design Lab, Imaging Lab, Anatomy and Physiology Lab, Mechanical and
Electronic Fabrication Labs, Wet Lab, Brainstorming Rooms, and more.

During the tour, student and faculty researchers will demonstrate the new equipment, highlight past
successes in developing medical devices at the University and explain how this new facility will
enhance basic and translational research and development.

The center is known worldwide as the host of the world’s largest annual Design of Medical Devices
Conference connecting industry and academia. The center is also a world-renowned model for
turning research and development ideas into marketable products. Over the last five years, the
center’s innovation fellows have filed 120 invention disclosures. Based on these invention
disclosures, the University has filed 58 patent applications.

In addition to driving medical device innovation, the Medical Devices Center trains the next
generation workforce. The center’s Innovation Fellows program draws medical and engineering
professionals from around the world to train future innovation leaders in Minnesota. The center also
provides support and training for more than 100 undergraduate and graduate students per year.

The Medical Devices Center is part of the University of Minnesota’s Institute for Engineering and
Medicine (IEM) established in July 2007. IEM is an initiative jointly sponsored by the University’s
College of Science and Engineering and Academic Health Center. The IEM fosters a wide range of
high level, goal-oriented interdisciplinary research, uniting faculty in health sciences and various
engineering, science and mathematics departments.
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Robina Foundation pledges $9 million to University of
Minnesota Law School
Funding to Provide Additional Support for Robina Institute of Criminal Law and Criminal Justice Plus
New Support to Create the University of Minnesota Law School Center for New Americans

Contacts: Cynthia Huff, Law School, huffx070@umn.edu, (612) 625-6691
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/30/2013) —With receipt of almost $9 million from the Robina
Foundation, the University of Minnesota Law School has received one of the largest gifts in its
history. The gift will be divided evenly to support two Law School programs: the Robina Institute of
Criminal Law and Criminal Justice and a new University of Minnesota Law School Center for New
Americans, an immigration law center.  Together, these gifts will support work that has the potential
to help millions of people.

"We are immensely grateful for the ongoing support we’ve received from the Robina Foundation,"
said Dean David Wippman. "This generous gift will help sustain the Law School’s reputation as an
international leader in legal education and build on our history of public service and outstanding
scholarship."

In making the announcement, Wippman noted the Law School’s long tradition of offering practical
training for students through one of the nation’s largest clinical programs. "The new immigration law
center underscores the mission of the Law School’s clinics to address pressing societal needs," said
Wippman. The Law School’s clinical program is celebrating its 100  anniversary this year.

The funding for the Robina Institute of Criminal Law and Criminal Justice will build on previous gifts
from the Robina Foundation, which established the Institute in 2011. The additional $4.5 million will
augment the Institute’s work on criminal law reform.  The gift from Robina will make it possible to
accelerate and expand research and advocacy on sentencing law reforms that enhance public
safety while reducing inequities, cost, and some of the burdens of incarceration.  The University of
Minnesota Law School faculty are known, nationally, for their research on sentencing systems in the
U.S., and the effects of these systems on public safety, sentencing proportionality, racial and ethnic
disparities, and imprisonment rates.

The gift to establish the University of Minnesota Law School Center for New Americans will create a
new collaborative initiative with leading area law firms and non-profits, led by the Law School, to
respond to critical legal and social needs of diverse immigrant groups. The Law School will work
with law firms and non-profit organizations to expand urgently needed legal services to immigrant
communities and to pursue litigation that leads to improving the laws affecting immigrants.  The
center, which will be the first of its kind among law schools, will also be home to the nation’s most
dynamic and comprehensive immigration clinic for law students, offering students outstanding
opportunities to gain experience in litigation, policy development and advocacy, and community
outreach and education.

The Robina Foundation’s gift represents a major contribution to the Law School’s GENERATIONS
fundraising campaign, a seven-year effort to raise $70 million.  This gift augments previous Robina
support for faculty positions and research, a public interest scholars program, student scholarships,
and the Law School’s Robina Institute of Criminal Law and Criminal Justice.

The Robina Foundation was created by James H. Binger (’41) shortly before his death in 2004 to
fund forward-thinking projects and to encourage—at major institutions— the exploration of new
ideas and transformative approaches to critical social issues. The Law School, Abbott Northwestern
Hospital in Minneapolis, the Council on Foreign Relations, and Yale University were selected to
receive major funding.
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Minn. leaders from government, business and education travel to
Germany to study country's workforce development approach

Contacts: Kelly O'Brien, College of Liberal Arts, obrie036@umn.edu, (612) 624-4109
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (05/31/2013) —In his February State of the Union address, President
Barack Obama discussed the improving economic situation and mentioned the importance of U.S.
employer’s having a highly skilled workforce. Obama’s example of excellence is Germany and its
dual education system.

A high-ranking delegation of experts from Minnesota - under the leadership of Minnesota
Commissioner of Labor and Industry Ken Peterson - will travel to Stuttgart, Germany, capitol of the
manufacturing powerhouse state Baden-Wuerttemberg, to discuss workforce development
approaches with counterparts at the country’s state and federal levels. The six day study tour,
beginning June 2, is organized by the University of Minnesota’s Center for German and European
Studies in cooperation with Germany’s Foreign Office and the German Academic Exchange Service
(DAAD).

The trip is the culmination of a series of seminar events held over the past four months at the U of
M, which brought together experts from the U, MnSCU, Minnesota Department of Education,
Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry, and representatives from manufacturing and
secondary education.   

Why Germany?
About 60% of German young adults enter the "dual" education system, which combines practical
on-the-job training and education. The training lasts three years, apprentices are paid a salary,
employers and the government cover the costs of the vocational school programs, and graduates
leave their programs with a standard set of skills essential to their careers in a diverse 21st-century
economy. Currently 1.5 million young adults are in Germany’s three-year training pipeline. The
success of this approach is also evident in the very low rate of German youth unemployment, which
currently is 7.6% as opposed to France’s 25.6% and Spain’s 55.9.%. Germany’s Baden-
Wuerttemberg state is particularly renowned for its consistently high economic output and its large
number of highly skilled workers. It is therefore the fitting partner for this trans-Atlantic dialogue.

Who is Attending?
The Honorable Kenneth Peterson, Commissioner, Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry
Jan Alswager, chief lobbyist, Education Minnesota
Ken Bartlett, associate dean, College of Education and Human Development, University of
Minnesota
Cynthia Bauerly, deputy commissioner, Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic
Development
Jeff Britten, principal, Nashwauk-Keewatin High School
Dr. Rassoul Dastmozd, president, St. Paul College–A Community and Technical College
Dr. Sabine Engel, director, DAAD Center for German & European Studies, University of Minnesota
Twyla Flaws, vice chair, MN Governor’s Workforce Development Council; and human resources
manager, Clow Stamping Company
Tim Mahoney, Minnesota State Representative
Kim Norton, Minnesota State Representative
Diane O’Connor, deputy director, Minnesota Office of Higher Education
Mary Rothchild, senior system director for workforce development, Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities
David Senjem, Minnesota State Senator
Julie Sweitzer, executive director, College Readiness Consortium, University of Minnesota

The seminar and study tour is a special project of the University of Minnesota’s Center for German
and European Studies, the University of Minnesota’s College Readiness Consortium, the University
of Minnesota’s College of Education and Human Development, and MnSCU. Special funding for the
study tour is provided through a grant from Germany’s DAAD.

The interdisciplinary Center for German & European Studies at the U of M is one of six centers of
excellence created in the United States with German government support.
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U of M President Kaler's recommended FY14 budget, including
tuition freeze and new research investments, to be reviewed by
Board of Regents June 5
President’s presentation to be followed by public forum

What: University of Minnesota Board of Regents special meeting and public forum
When: 11 a.m. – noon (presentation); 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. (public forum), Wednesday, June 5, 2013
Where: 600 McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis

For media only:
What: Media briefing to provide overview of proposed FY14 operating budget
Who: University of Minnesota Vice President and CFO Richard Pfutzenreuter; Associate VP for
Budget and Finance Julie Tonneson
When: 9:30 – 10:30 a.m., Tuesday, June 4, 2013
Where: Room 238A, Morrill Hall, 100 Church St. S.E., Minneapolis

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510

May 31, 2013

On Wednesday, June 5, University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler will present his recommended
annual operating budget for fiscal year 2014, which includes the first tuition freeze for resident
undergraduate students in at least a generation.

Following Kaler’s presentation to the University of Minnesota Board of Regents, a public forum on
the budget will be held from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the Regents Boardroom, located on the sixth floor
of the McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak Street S.E., Minneapolis.

The proposed FY14 budget builds on Kaler’s first biennial budget request to the state, which
prioritized stabilizing tuition for resident undergraduate students and investing in critical research
and innovation to advance Minnesota industry and the economy. Because of support and leadership
from Governor Mark Dayton, Speaker Paul Thissen, Senate Majority Leader Tom Bakk, Higher
Education Committee Chairs Senator Terri Bonoff and Representative Gene Pelowski, and other
lawmakers, the state’s investment amounted to 86 percent of the University’s total request, the first
realized increase in state support in six years.

This is the first operating budget of Kaler’s tenure and it reflects his priorities: A commitment to
ensuring excellence in teaching, research and outreach, and affordable education at a world-class
public research university that is operated efficiently and effectively. In addition to holding
undergraduate tuition flat, in virtually all programs, this budget includes the lowest graduate and
professional tuition increases in many years. It also constrains all collegiate and other student fees.

Pending Board of Regents approval, the FY14 operating budget leverages a renewed investment by
the state in the University to achieve shared goals:

Freeze tuition for Minnesota undergraduate residents for two years, the cornerstone of Kaler’s
biennial budget request;
Invest in critical research that will enhance the state’s economy and improve the health and well
being of Minnesotans;
Reallocate funds to benefit students and the University’s core academic mission;
Invest in the human capital behind the University’s teaching, research, outreach and physical
infrastructure.

The public forum is held so that Regents may gain an understanding of the views and concerns of
University constituents, including the general public, regarding the proposed budget. The forum will
be streamed live via UMConnect at www.regents.umn.edu.

While registration slots for the public forum are full, constituents may continue to submit written
testimony to the Board until Thursday, June 6. Written comments may be sent to
uregents@umn.edu or 600 McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis, MN 55445.

The Board’s Finance Committee also will conduct an in-depth review of the proposed budget during
its committee meeting June 13. The full Board of Regents will take action on the FY14 operating
budget at its meeting June 14. For more information, including the full proposed budget document,
see the June docket online at www.regents.umn.edu.
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U of M programs win grants to support local, underrepresented
students
College of Education and Human Development's STEM Education Center and ACT/SAT Review
Program selected

Contacts: Steve Baker, College of Education and Human Development, s-bake@umn.edu, (612)
624-3430
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (06/04/2013) —The University of Minnesota's STEM Education Center
and ACT/SAT Review Program were both recently named recipients of grants to continue their work
in supporting local, underrepresented students.

The STEM Education Center is a recipient of a $300,000 College Ready grant from the Great Lakes
Higher Education Guaranty Corporation. The funds will support the Prepare2Nspire program, which
prepares underrepresented students to succeed on grade-level, high-stakes mathematics exams
and inspires them to continue their study of mathematics. In total, the grant will provide mathematics
tutors/mentors to 135 eighth and eleventh graders in Minneapolis during the 2013-14 academic
year.

U of M Twin Cities Principal Investigator Dr. Lesa Covington Clarkson, associate professor of
curriculum and instruction, has extensive experience working in urban schools with diverse
populations.

"Too often, underrepresented students aren’t served in our urban classrooms," she said. "This
program will provide additional time and tools to support students in their mathematics learning."

As University undergraduate students tutor and mentor eleventh grade algebra 2 students in the
program, the eleventh grade cohort will tutor and mentor eighth grade algebra students. Graphing
calculator technology will support students’ development of algebraic thinking and their preparation
for postsecondary study.

Every student profits from this model, according to Clarkson. Tutors gain mathematics
communication and reasoning skills while developing roots in mathematics that are fundamental to
their current study. Middle school participants are receiving individualized tutoring and mentoring
services designed to meet their unique challenges in the mathematics content studied.

The University’s ACT/SAT Review Program also received an award of $21,721 to help 180 high
school students through a 10-week ACT review program. Led by Ernest Davenport, associate
professor in the Department of Educational Psychology, the program addresses test-taking and
other issues for academically at-risk students. It’s been offered for more than 20 years.

The Great Lakes Higher Education Guaranty Corporation awarded more than $4 million in late May
to 34 student-centered programs that will serve nearly 4,000 students in Minnesota and Wisconsin
in grades 6 through 12 and adult learners. Each program is actively preparing more students to
succeed academically, enroll in college and then succeed in college-level coursework.

Part of the College of Education and Human Development (CEHD), the STEM Education Center
includes researchers from five U of M colleges, with core faculty from CEHD's Department of
Curriculum and Instruction.  
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University of Minnesota researchers control flying robot with
only the mind
First-of-its-kind noninvasive system has potential to help people with disabilities

Contacts: Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (06/05/2013) —Researchers in the University of Minnesota’s College of
Science and Engineering have developed a new noninvasive system that allows people to control a
flying robot using only their mind. The study goes far beyond fun and games and has the potential to
help people who are paralyzed or have neurodegenerative diseases.

The study was published today in IOP Publishing’s Journal of Neural Engineering. A University of
Minnesota video of the robot in action can be viewed here. 

Five subjects (three female and two male) who took part in the study were each able to successfully
control the four-blade flying robot, also known as a quadcopter, quickly and accurately for a
sustained amount of time.

"Our study shows that for the first time, humans are able to control the flight of flying robots using
just their thoughts sensed from a noninvasive skull cap," said Bin He, lead author of the study and
biomedical engineering professor in the University of Minnesota’s College of Science and
Engineering. "It works as good as invasive techniques used in the past."

He said this research is intended to help people who are paralyzed or have neurodegenerative
diseases regain mobility and independence.

"We envision that they’ll use this technology to control wheelchairs, artificial limbs or other devices,"
He said.

The noninvasive technique, called electroencephalography (EEG), is a unique brain-computer
interface that records electrical activity of the subjects’ brain through a specialized, high-tech EEG
cap fitted with 64 electrodes.

"It’s completely noninvasive. Nobody has to have a chip implanted in their brain to pick up the
neuronal activity," said Karl LaFleur, a senior biomedical engineering student during the study and
one of the paper’s authors.

The researchers said the brain-computer interface system works due to the geography of the motor
cortex—the area of the cerebrum that governs movement. When we move, or think about a
movement, neurons in the motor cortex produce tiny electric currents. Thinking about a different
movement activates a new assortment of neurons. Sorting out these assortments laid the
groundwork for the brain-computer interface used by the University of Minnesota researchers, He
said. This new study builds upon previous research at He’s lab where subjects were able to control
a virtual helicopter on a computer screen.

"We were the first to use both functional MRI and EEG imaging to map where in the brain neurons
are activated when you imagine movements," He said. "So now we know where the signals will
come from."

During the study, the subjects involved faced away from the quadcopter and were asked to imagine
using their right hand, left hand, and both hands together. This would instruct the quadcopter to turn
right, left, lift, and then fall, respectively. The quadcopter was driven with a pre-set forward motion
and controlled only by subjects’ thoughts.

The subjects were positioned in front of a screen that relayed images of the quadcopter’s flight
through an on-board camera. Brain signals were recorded by the cap and sent to the quadcopter
over Wi-Fi.

After several training sessions, the subjects were required to fly the quadcopter through two large
rings suspended from a gymnasium ceiling. A number of statistical tests were used to calculate how
each one performed. A group of subjects also directed the quadcopter with a keyboard in a control
experiment allowing for a comparison between a standardized method and brain control.

He said the potential for the brain-computer interface developed at the University of Minnesota is
very broad.

"Our next step is to use the mapping and engineering technology we’ve developed to help disabled
patients interact with the world," He said. "It may even help patients with conditions like autism or
Alzheimer’s disease or help stroke victims recover. We’re now studying some stroke patients to see
if it’ll help rewire brain circuits to bypass damaged areas."

In addition to He and LaFleur, other University of Minnesota researchers involved in the study
include Alexander Doud, a medical and biomedical engineering graduate student; Kaleb Shades, a
biomedical engineering undergraduate student; Eitan Rogin, an undergraduate computer science
and engineering student; and Kaitlin Cassady, a biomedical engineering research tech staff
member.

The University of Minnesota study was primarily funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF).

To read the full research paper in the Journal of Neural Engineering visit z.umn.edu/bcipaper.

Bin He and other University of Minnesota researchers are advancing discoveries and pioneering
treatments for brain conditions. These game-changing efforts are the impetus behind MnDRIVE, the
University’s partnership with the State of Minnesota to enhance Discovery, Research, InnoVation
and Economic Development. For more information, visit http://govrelations.umn.edu/biennial-
budget.html.
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University of Minnesota receives $12.3 million from the estate of
South Dakota farmer Millicent Atkins

Contacts: Martha Douglas, University of Minnesota Foundation, mdouglas@umn.edu, (612) 626-
9712
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (06/06/2013) —The University of Minnesota will receive more than $12
million from the estate of Millicent Atkins, a successful farmer and businesswoman who owned
prime farm land near Aberdeen, S.D. The University is one of three beneficiaries of a trust created
in her estate.  Its one-third share is currently valued at approximately $12.3 million, and will be
distributed in 2022, when the trust terminates.  In the meantime, each beneficiary will receive one-
third of the trust’s annual income.

The University of Minnesota’s gift has been designated for the College of Food, Agricultural and
Natural Resource Sciences (CFANS) by Atkins, but is otherwise unrestricted.  "Ms. Atkins has
placed a great deal of trust in our college to use her gift as we think best," said Allen Levine, dean of
the college.  "We are concerned about the financial burden of getting an education and the impact it
has on students and their families, so increasing support for undergraduate and graduate students
is a priority for the college.  Millicent Atkins’ generosity will have a significant impact in helping
students."

"It’s a unique and remarkable gift that comes with no restrictions, allowing the dean to be responsive
to immediate needs and strategic opportunities," said University President Eric Kaler.  "The
University of Minnesota is honored to play a part in Ms. Atkins’ legacy, and we plan to make the
most of her outstanding generosity and honor the spirit in which it was given."

Atkins, born in 1919, lived most of her life near Columbia, a small town east of Aberdeen.  She grew
up on a farm settled by her grandparents and, after attending the University of Minnesota for one
year and obtaining a teaching degree at Northern State University in South Dakota, followed in the
footsteps of her father, Fred Atkins, as a land owner and farm manager. She eventually owned more
than 4,100 acres of prime farmland in Brown County, S.D., and farmed the land through a crop
share arrangement with about a dozen tenant farmers.  

A woman in a man’s world, Atkins was known for being very smart about the value of the land she
purchased.  She worked closely with her tenants and kept up with farming practices through reading
and talking to others in the business.

Levine said the gift, which is the largest single gift ever designated for CFANS, came as a surprise.
Atkins attended the School of Agriculture, which was then a high school associated with the
University, in 1937-1938, but she did not graduate and did not keep in touch with the school.  Her
mother, Blossom (Gibson) Atkins, graduated from the School of Agriculture in 1905.  "It is truly
heartening to know that she held our college in such great esteem through all these years," Levine
said.

Atkins, an only child, never married and had no children or close relatives. The University learned of
the gift after her death in July 2012 at age 93.

"My only regret is that I never met Millicent Atkins," said Levine.  "I would have loved introducing her
to the students who will benefit from her generosity. I think she and her parents would be awed at
the modern science of agriculture and natural resources, and the impact the school has made on
world food production and research."

The College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences’ roots are in the two-year School
of Agriculture that Atkins attended.  Today, the college provides education, research and outreach
on a wide variety of topics related to the University’s land-grant mission.  Based on the St. Paul
campus, the college includes 14 academic departments and 10 research and outreach centers
across Minnesota.

The other beneficiaries of the Atkins’ estate are Northern State University in Aberdeen, and the
Congregational Church in Columbia.
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2013 BioBlitz Pairs Enthusiastic Public with Scientists to Explore
Mississippi River Restoration Site: Coldwater Spring

Contacts: Andrea Klaassen, Bell Museum of Natural History, aklaasse@umn.edu, (612) 624-7389
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (06/06/2013) —The Bell Museum of Natural History and the Mississippi
River Fund invite outdoor enthusiasts of all ages to join scientists and researchers in a nearly
nonstop 24-hour lineup of ecology activities and outdoor surveying at BioBlitz 2013!

This year, BioBlitz participants will descend upon Coldwater Spring. Using sonar detectors, bug
lights, live traps, laptops, and their own eyes, they’ll find, count and chronicle the area's flora and
fauna. This year the stakes are high. Information gathered will provide critical baseline data for the
92 acres of Coldwater Spring, which the National Park Service is restoring to an oak savanna prairie
natural space. Since the demolition of a dozen abandoned Bureau of Mines buildings in 2011, the
National Park Service has been restoring the property to a natural green space.

"This year’s BioBlitz is really unique—and cool—because we’re surveying a space that is in the
midst of a huge transformation. Rather than a nature area that’s been untouched over the years,
Coldwater Spring was once home to a busy office area, and is now being restored back to its
natural state," shares the Bell Museum’s Jennifer Menken. Consequently, participants should dress
for a more rustic experience than at previous BioBlitz events (see below).

BioBlitz begins Friday, June 14 at 5 p.m. and runs for 24 hours until Saturday, June 15 at 5 p.m.
Throughout the 24 hours, participants will be able to choose from a wide selection of organized
activities, or survey independently. A complete schedule of activities can be found online and below.

BioBlitz also welcomes a new partner—the Mississippi River Fund. "It’s awesome to have help and
enthusiasm from Mississippi River Fund," says Menken. "They are so supportive of Coldwater
Spring, and have helped make the destination possible."

Schedule of Events:

Friday Night, June 14

5 p.m.-dusk  Scientists set up and begin surveying, Ranger on site
8 p.m.  Evening animal survey: frogs and herps
9 p.m. Owl and nocturnal bird walk
9:30 p.m.  Insect walk
9 p.m. - 11 p.m.  Evening insect collecting

  Saturday, June 15

6 a.m. - 8 a.m.  Birding hike
6 a.m. – 8 a.m. Bird mist netting
8 a.m.  Mammal Survey: small mammals and herps
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Pop-up exhibit of Coldwater artifacts and mementos
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Ranger on site
9 a.m.  Fungi survey
10 a.m.  Fish survey
10 a.m. Plant survey
11 a.m. Dragonfly walk
11 a.m.  Water salk
Noon - 1 p.m.  Lunch break for scientists!
1 p.m.  Walk with a Ranger
2 p.m.  Dragonfly and Damselfly survey
4 p.m. -  5 p.m.  Species identification and number countdown!

Interested in participating? Register for free and get additional information online at
http://www.missriverfund.org.

Coldwater Spring has less than a mile of gravel trail while the surrounding property has a mix of
paved and dirt trails. Be prepared for uneven terrain. Bring your own sunscreen, insect repellent,
drinking water and food. This is an all-weather event, so dress accordingly. We suggest you wear
clothes and shoes that are comfortable for walking in tall grass. If you plan to participate in aquatic
activities, be certain to wear clothing and footwear that can get wet.

The Bell Museum of Natural History is Minnesota's official natural history museum, where more than
four million specimens support ongoing research and teaching at the U of M. The museum strives to
discover, document and understand nature, and promote informed stewardship of our world. It is
part of the university's College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences and serves
more than 1,000,000 people a year through University classes and research, educational programs,
exhibits, and online media
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University of Minnesota Board of Regents to vote on President
Kaler's recommended FY14 operating budget and review
benchmarking analysis

What: University of Minnesota Board of Regents meetings
When: Thursday, June 13 and Friday, June 14, 2013
Where: 600 McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis

For media only:
What: Media briefing detailing University of Minnesota benchmarking analysis performed by Huron
Consulting Services, LLC
Who: University of Minnesota Vice President of Human Resources Kathryn Brown, Director of Debt
Management Carole Fleck, Vice President and CFO Richard Pfutzenreuter, and Vice President and
CIO Scott Studham; Huron Consulting Services, LLC Executive Vice President Laura Yaeger
When: 4 p.m., Thursday, June 13, 2013
Where: Room 238A, Morrill Hall, 100 Church St. S.E., Minneapolis

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (06/07/2013) —The University of Minnesota Board of Regents will take
action on President Eric Kaler’s recommended operating budget for fiscal year 2014 during its
meeting Friday, June 14.

The second operating budget of Kaler’s tenure leverages the state’s renewed investment in the
University and reflects his priorities: a commitment to ensuring excellence in teaching, research and
outreach, and affordable education at a world-class public research university that is operated
efficiently and effectively. The proposed budget and corresponding board resolution include a two-
year tuition freeze for resident undergraduate students. The budget also invests in critical research
to enhance the state’s economy and improve the health and well-being of Minnesotans.

First presented to Regents June 5, the proposed budget will undergo an in-depth analysis during the
Board’s Finance Committee meeting Thursday, June 13. The Board will take final action June 14.

Benchmarking analysis

The Board will also review results of an external benchmarking study of the U’s central
administration, as mandated by state legislators.

The study indicates that the University faces many of the same administrative challenges as its
peers and, while there are opportunities for continued improvement, is already undertaking major
initiatives to promote efficiency and effectiveness.

In accordance with legislation authored by Higher Education Committee Chair Terri Bonoff, the
University hired Huron Consulting Services, LCC at a cost of $495,000 to perform the study.

Huron conducted a 12-week study focused on the efficiency and efficacy of finance, procurement,
human resources and information technology. The study had three primary objectives:

Identify, determine the scale of and prioritize opportunities for improvement;
Describe primary factors such as technology, organizational structures and service delivery, which
may impact performance in each area;
Highlight peer and industry-leading practices that may have applicability.

Earlier this year, the U retained Sibson Consulting to analyze the same areas in terms of layers of
decision-making from top to bottom and the number of employees that directly report to each
supervisor. Results from that interim "spans and layers" report were presented to the board and
legislators in March; Sibson will complete an extended analysis across the U’s entire management
structure in the coming months.

Once data are complete, the University will identify near-term and long-range improvement
opportunities with the goal to continually administrative and managerial costs.

Other agenda items include:

Capital improvements: The Board will take action on the U’s FY2014 capital improvement budget
and six-year capital improvement plan for FY 2014-19. The U is aligning its capital planning process
to reflect priorities articulated by President Kaler. Areas for investment include research and
discovery, teaching and learning, stewardship (focusing on efficiency and effective use of resources)
and enhancing the U’s reputation and impact on Minnesota communities.
Duluth campus master plan: The Board will take action on the campus master plan. Presented to
Regents in May for review, the plan outlines potential projects to better integrate the campus into the
surrounding community, improve the visibility of its entrance and enhance pedestrian and bicycle
access.
Arboretum master plan update: The Board will review a proposed circulation and development
framework amendment to the 15-year-old master plan. It describes the long-term vision for the
Arboretum, as well as short-term implementation goals, which will help the Arboretum support its
unique mission through its physical presence.
UPlan update: Per Board policy, Office of Human Resources (OHR) Vice President Kathryn Brown
and OHR Benefits Director Dann Chapman will provide an annual update on the University’s health
and wellness programs, specifically addressing UPlan history and oversight; UPlan financials and
successes; and plan changes being considered as a result of the Affordable Care Act.
Enterprise system: The Board will hear a progress report on the U’s Enterprise Systems Upgrade
Program (ESUP). ESUP will significantly improve key functions such as essential student service,
human resources and financial systems, while improving user experience and increasing
operational effectiveness. The program’s executive oversight committee will provide the update.
Introductions: President Kaler will formally introduce and welcome Dr. Katrice Albert, who began
work June 1 as the U’s vice president for equity and diversity; William Donohue, who assumed the
role of general counsel May 22; and Lisa Lewis, who started May 31 as the president and chief
executive officer of the University of Minnesota Alumni Association.
Board officer election: Regents will elect Board officers to serve a two-year term from July 2013
through June 2015.
Meeting dates: The Board will establish meeting dates for 2013-14.
President’s review: The Board will report on its annual review of President Kaler’s performance.

For more information, go to www.regents.umn.edu.
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Mixed ability classes raise average achievement and reduce
inequality
U of M research discovers new evidence of ‘peer effects’ in early education

Media Note: ‘Identification of Peer Effects with Missing Peer Data: Evidence from Project Star’ by
Aaron Sojourner is published in the June 2013 issue of the Economic Journal.

Contacts: Steve Rudolph, Carlson School of Management, skr@umn.edu, (612) 624-8770

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (06/14/2013) —School children aged 6 and 7 who are randomly
assigned to classmates with higher levels of prior achievement learn substantially more by the end
of the year than those who are randomly assigned to peers with lower levels of prior achievement.
That is the central finding of new research from the University of Minnesota published in the latest
issue of the Economic Journal.

Analysing data from the Student/Teacher Achievement Ratio Project (Project STAR) in Tennessee,
the study by Carlson School of Management Assistant Professor Aaron Sojourner is one of the
strongest yet to demonstrate the importance of peers’ prior achievement.

As policy-makers struggle with a variety of often costly options for improving educational
performance, Sojourner suggests that his results add a new element to the conversation:

"Policies that promote greater achievement mixing in early years may raise average achievement
and reduce inequality.

But my findings are not a panacea: policies must also create benefits for higher-achieving children
to keep them in the system."

How much do peers matter? Consider Sam, a child in first grade (age 6/7). Sojourner estimates
what would happen if he were moved from a class with peers who, on average, scored better than
half the kids in the United States (and worse than the other half) to a class with peers who scored
better than 60% of kids in the country (and worse than only 40%).

This 10-percentile increase in peer prior achievement would be expected to raise Sam’s
achievement by 3.5 percentiles at the end of first grade. In other words, by having the somewhat
higher-achieving peer group, Sam is expected to learn enough extra to move up the achievement
rankings past 3.5% of kids in the country.

For context, consider that two children whose own achievement levels at kindergarten (age 5/6)
differ by the same amount (10 percentiles) would be expected, holding all else fixed, to perform
about 8 percentiles different. The peer effect is almost half of the own-achievement ‘effect.’

Sojourner’s research also looks separately at how peers affect children with different levels of
incoming achievement. Those coming into first grade with low prior achievement levels are very
sensitive to differences in peer quality. Children coming in with higher levels of prior achievement
appear to be less sensitive, although this finding is less certain.

Sojourner says: "Peer effects are notoriously difficult to nail down. If we look at a school system and
see that high-achieving kids tend to be in class with other high-achieving kids, is that because of
peer effects or because of other factors: school principals deciding to group high-achieving kids
together in the same classes, some kids getting better teachers or some parents being able to
choose better schools for their kids?"

Project STAR, which originally examined the effects of class size on children’s achievement in the
mid-1980s in Tennessee, provides a laboratory for understanding peer effects.

Unlike in most schools, first-grade children in each school were randomly assigned to classrooms
for the year. Therefore, each child had randomly assigned peers, as in a scientific experiment. First-
grade teachers within school were also randomly assigned to classes. This allows the effect of
peers to be measured accurately while ruling out alternative explanations.

It is very rare to get both random assignment and a pre-assignment measure of achievement in the
same data set. Missing achievement data for a portion of the sample had previously discouraged
researchers from conducting this kind of analysis of peer effects in the STAR data.

To tackle this challenge, Sojourner’s research develops new methods for analysing peer effects in
the presence of some missing data. This promises to be useful in settings beyond education, such
as workplace teams, health habits, marketing, neighbourhood influences and crime.

The findings of this study pertain to changes within a range with substantial achievement mixing.
But the data do not include classes with ‘tracking’ – separating children into groups based on ability.

About the Carlson School of Management

Established in 1919 and based in the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul, the Carlson School of
Management at the University of Minnesota is a recognized leader in business education and
research. Its focus on experiential learning, international education and maintaining strong ties to
the business community exemplify the school’s commitment to excellence. More information about
the school can be found at www.carlsonschool.umn.edu. 
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University of Minnesota Regents approve Humphrey School of
Public Affairs doctoral degree program

Contacts: Julie Lund, Humphrey School of Public Affairs, julie@umn.edu, (612) 624-1190
Julie Christensen, University News Service, jrchris@umn.edu, (612) 626-1720

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (06/14/2013) —The University of Minnesota Board of Regents today
voted to approve a Ph.D. in Public Affairs degree program at the Humphrey School of Public Affairs.
This doctoral degree will provide students with critical skills necessary to address increasingly
complex domestic and global policy challenges—from healthcare reform and economic
development to climate change and international conflict prevention—and better prepare them for
careers in government, nonprofit organizations, business, and academia. Students may enter the
new degree program beginning fall 2014.

"This is an important step forward for the Humphrey School of Public Affairs and has been several
years in the making," said Humphrey School Dean Eric Schwartz. "Beyond providing students with
exemplary training in public policy and research, this Ph.D. program will better position the school to
define the character of public affairs education in the decades to come. Graduates of this program
will play multiple roles: they’ll teach public affairs to future students, be in the forefront of scholarship
on critical policy issues and occupy key positions in local, national and international organizations."

The Humphrey School of Public Affairs currently ranks 16  among more than 280 schools of public
affairs and administration in the country and third for its nonprofit leadership program. With this new
Ph.D., the Humphrey School joins a number of other highly ranked public affairs graduate programs
around the country in offering more advanced training for students focusing on such fields as public
policy, public and nonprofit leadership and management, and urban and regional planning, and
further strengthens University of Minnesota’s capacity for research, training and service in these
crucial areas.

According to U of M President Eric Kaler: "Offering a Ph.D. in Public Affairs aligns with the priorities
that I’ve outlined for the University. My vision includes elevating the impact and reputation of our
institution in ways that we can help meet communities’ most vexing challenges and compete
globally. The Ph.D. program at the Humphrey School will prepare students to make more significant
impacts at local, state, and global levels."

Students will take a common set of core classes and choose a specialization in either public policy;
urban planning; public and nonprofit management; or science, technology and environmental policy.
Each specialization requires advanced training in theory, research design, statistics, and other
quantitative and qualitative methods.

For more information, visit www.hhh.umn.edu/degrees/phd.html.

About the Humphrey School of Public Affairs
The University of Minnesota’s Humphrey School of Public Affairs ranks 16  among more than 280
schools of public affairs and administration across the United States and third for its nonprofit
leadership program. The School is widely recognized for its role in examining public issues and
shaping policy and planning at the local, state, national, and international levels, as well as for
providing leadership and management expertise to public and nonprofit organizations. The School
offers five graduate degrees, including a master of development practice degree in international
development. www.hhh.umn.edu.
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University of Minnesota Board of Regents approves tuition
freeze and research investments

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (06/14/2013) —The University of Minnesota Board of Regents today
approved a fiscal year 2014 operating budget that freezes resident undergraduate tuition, invests in
continued excellence in teaching, research and outreach, and reduces administrative expenses.

"This budget will make the University more affordable for Minnesota undergraduates while making
key investments to enhance this world-class public research institution," said Board of Regents
Chair Linda Cohen. "We applaud President Eric Kaler’s visionary leadership and appreciate the
commitment Minnesota lawmakers have made to higher education in Minnesota."

The approved budget leverages a $42 million investment by Governor Mark Dayton and legislative
leaders to freeze resident undergraduate tuition for two years. The U’s 11,000 PELL grant-eligible
undergraduates will also receive an average boost of $813 in state and federal need-based aid
agreed to by state policymakers. The budget also included no increases to campus and collegiate
fees for the first time since they were implemented, and holds the combined total of all resident
undergraduate tuition and required fees across all campuses to less than 1 percent.

"This is an exciting day for Minnesota students, their families and the state," Kaler said. "By freezing
resident undergraduate tuition and investing in critical research at Minnesota’s only research
university, we are providing greater access to an exceptional education, driving Minnesota industry
and its economy, and solving critical societal challenges. We appreciate the investments and
partnership from Governor Dayton, Senator Terri Bonoff, Representative Gene Pelowski and other
legislators that helped make this possible."

The budget also includes:

Investment in academic excellence and human capital: $26.1 million for faculty hires, classroom
and lab upgrades, and infrastructure maintenance, as well as a compensation pool increase of 2.5
percent to retain and recruit world-class faculty and staff.
Research and innovation to solve statewide challenges: $17.8 million for critical research to
enhance the state’s economy and improve the health and well-being of Minnesotans. The
Minnesota Discovery, Research and InnoVation Economy (MnDRIVE) program will support
interdisciplinary research in food safety, neuromodulation, robotics and water quality.
Operational excellence: $19.7 million in reallocations and resource adjustments – exceeding
Kaler’s initial budget goal of $14 million – to support teaching, research and outreach. Also
administrative cost reductions of $10 million and the framework for an additional $5 million in to
meet statutory requirements.

The budget was the second of Kaler’s tenure, but the first to include state appropriations from a
biennial budget request submitted by his administration.

Benchmarking University operations

An independent study praises University Operational Excellence initiatives, including the job
classification study currently underway through the Office of Human Resources (OHR); efforts to
upgrade human resources, finance and other outdated operating systems; the U’s transition to
Google applications; and the creation and implementation of a new governance model in the Office
of Information Technology.

The Board reviewed results of the 12-week study, performed by Huron Consulting Services, LLC.
The study evaluated central finance, procurement, human resources and information technology
functions. The analysis shows that the U’s staff and budgets in these functional areas is generally in
scope with peer and industry-leading practices and notes the University is undertaking major
initiatives to promote efficiency and effectiveness. Consultants also acknowledge that the U, like its
peer institutions, is complex and historically de-centralized, making benchmarking and analysis
difficult.

The study identifies areas for improvement in two main categories: developing metrics to evaluate
programs and services, and consolidating transactional activities within each functional area into
shared service models to create greater efficiency. Huron recommends the University evaluate its
current capacity for change and prioritize additional improvements, acknowledging that a
comprehensive overhaul of current service delivery will be a significant and multi-year endeavor.

In accordance with a request by Senators Terri Bonoff and Tom Bakk, the U retained Huron at a cost
of $495,000. Data compiled by Huron will be analyzed in conjunction with "spans and layers" reports
by Sibson Consulting that measured the ratio of managers to employees in the U’s central
operations.

The executive summary and full Huron report are available on the University’s Operational
Excellence website at www.excellence.umn.edu.

Board completes annual presidential performance review

Chair Cohen reported on the Board’s annual performance review of President Kaler, remarking that
his second year of leadership can be characterized as "stellar."

"President Kaler has proven himself to be a bright, capable, inclusive leader whose energy
consistently impresses those around him," said Cohen. "He has brought a new, crisp decision-
making style that has increased the pace of change within the University at a critical point in its
history.

"He has continued to position the University of Minnesota as a top tier public research university,
which is essential to its future success."

Other Board activity included:

China delegation: In the first international trip of his tenure, Kaler will travel for 11 days in China to
meet with key academic, institutional and governmental partners. The trip, which coincides with the
100  anniversary of the first Chinese students on the University of Minnesota campus, will enhance
engagement with alumni and strengthen academic and research exchanges – one of the nation’s
longest and deepest relationships between a research university and China.
Enterprise Systems Upgrade Program: A report detailed the first phase of a planned $83.5
million, four-year initiative to upgrade the U’s central finance, HR and student records systems. The
project is currently on time and on budget. The recent planning and discovery phase has engaged
users to define their work and needs and allowed the project team to coordinate with its
implementation partner CedarCrestone, Inc.
Capital improvements: The Board approved a $110 million FY14 capital improvement budget,
modified since it was first presented in May to reflect the state legislature’s decision to not fund the
U’s 2013 bonding request. Also approved was the six-year capital improvement plan for FY14-19,
which includes projects originally included in the annual capital improvement budget but re-assigned
following the legislative session.
Duluth campus master plan: Regents approved the plan, which outlines projects to better
integrate the campus into the surrounding community.
UPlan update: An annual update on the University’s health and wellness programs detailed
UPlan’s track record of delivering costs below national average and realizing extensive savings
through innovative programs such as the Wellness Plan. OHR Vice President Kathryn Brown and
OHR Benefits Director Dann Chapman explained proposed plan changes that are necessary
because of tax implications from the Affordable Care Act. The proactive measures reflect the U’s
commitment to maintaining a top employer-sponsored health plan that is high quality, affordable and
provides ample choice, while minimizing employee out-of-pocket expenses.
Introductions: Regents officially welcomed and heard from new Vice President for Equity and
Diversity Katrice Albert, General Counsel William Donohue and Alumni Association President and
Chief Executive Officer Lisa Lewis. The Board also formally approved the appointment of Danita
Brown as vice provost for student affairs and dean of students.

The Board’s next meeting is Wednesday, July 10. For more information, visit www.regents.umn.edu.
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University of Minnesota Board of Regents elects new chair and
vice chair

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (06/14/2013) —The University of Minnesota Board of Regents has
elected Regent Richard Beeson to serve a two-year term as board chair from 2013-2015. Regent
Dean Johnson was named vice chair. Both were officially elected to their new leadership positions
Friday morning, during a full Board of Regents meeting.

"I appreciate the support of my colleagues on the Board and look forward to working with President
Kaler to invest in students, advance world-class research, and ensure that the University of
Minnesota continues to impact every corner of the state," said Beeson.

Johnson added, "The Regents are committed to streamlining operations while maintaining the
excellence of Minnesota’s only land-grant public research university."

Both appointments will become effective July 1, 2013. Regent Beeson replaces outgoing chair Linda
Cohen, who served from 2011-2013 and who will continue as a regent on the board. Regent
Johnson takes over for David Larson, a board member since 2005.

Beeson was elected to the Board of Regents in 2009 from Congressional District 4. He currently
serves as executive vice president for corporate development and government relations at Sunrise
Banks. He previously served as president & CEO at Park Midway Bank in St. Paul for twenty years
and also worked for the City of St. Paul Department of Planning & Economic Development. Beeson
received his bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of Minnesota and a master’s
of business administration from the University of St. Thomas.

Johnson was elected to the Board of Regents in 2007 as an at-large representative and was
recently re-elected for a second six-year term. Previously, Johnson was a member of the Minnesota
House of Representatives (1978-1982) and Minnesota Senate (1982-2006), where he served as
minority and majority leader. Johnson has been parish pastor at Calvary Lutheran Church in
Willmar, Minn., for 40 years and received his bachelor’s degree in business administration from
Luther College, a master’s of divinity degree from Luther Theological Seminary in St. Paul and a
master’s degree in strategic studies from the United States Army War College.

The University of Minnesota Board of Regents is an independent governing board for the U. It sets
the strategic direction of the University, establishes policies that govern the institution, approves
operating and capital budgets, and engages in monitoring and evaluating the performance of the
institution in achieving its goals and fulfilling its mission. Regents are elected by the Minnesota
Legislature.

For more information, visit www.regents.umn.edu.
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New Bell Museum Exhibit Highlights UMN Research that
Reveals Hidden Diversity in Caucasus Mountains

Contacts: Andrea Klaassen, Bell Museum of Natural History, aklaasse@umn.edu, (612) 624-7389
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (06/19/2013) —This summer, the Bell Museum of Natural History at the
University of Minnesota is speaking in code. DNA, to be exact, and what that code is revealing to
scientists in the Caucasus Mountains is the subject of the museum’s latest exhibit, Birds & DNA:
Biodiversity and Mountain Islands.

Tucked between the Black and Caspian Seas, the Caucasus Mountains boast a range with peaks
higher than the Alps. This unique mountainous area is isolated from the rest of Europe by grassy
steppes and barren desserts—creating an island effect. The high peaks and steep valleys of the
Caucasus have been a birthplace of natural and human diversity.

Birds & DNA interprets the research of Bob Zink, Bell Museum curator of birds, Breckenridge chair
in ornithology, and professor of ecology, evolution and behavior, who has been studying the region
with Russian colleagues. "Our initial findings suggested that the Caucasus was more diverse than
was apparent from books on birds, so we decided to investigate it more thoroughly." The more
diverse the region is revealed to be, the stronger the argument becomes to protect the region from
ongoing environmental degradation.

Through hands-on DNA models, photography and video, visitors to the Birds & DNA will learn about
and explore the Caucasus region, meet its feathered inhabitants and follow the research team as it
tests hypotheses and reaches conclusions.

Zink believes the exhibit can bridge a gap between the sort of work he and other scientist are doing
in the field, and the interest of the public. "With Birds & DNA—and interpreting our Caucasus
research, we can pique interest and show how research that might seem esoteric, has practical
value."

Birds & DNA: Biodiversity and Mountain Islands opens June 29, 2013 and is free with museum
admission.

The Bell Museum of Natural History is Minnesota's official natural history museum, where more than
four million specimens support ongoing research and teaching at the U of M. The museum strives to
discover, document and understand nature, and promote informed stewardship of our world. It is
part of the university's College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences and serves
more than 1,000,000 people a year through University classes and research, educational programs,
exhibits, and online media.
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Current global food production trajectory won't meet 2050 needs
New University of Minnesota research shows current growth in global crop yields will be insufficient
to feed the world in 2050 and identifies focus areas for closing the gap.

Media Note: High-res images offering detailed analyses of maize (corn), wheat, rice and soybean
yields around the world are available by contacting Mary Hoff or Brooke Dillon.

Contacts: Mary Hoff, Institute on the Environment, maryhoff@umn.edu, (612) 626-2670
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (06/19/2013) —Crop yields worldwide are not increasing quickly enough
to support estimated global needs in 2050, according to a study published June 19 in the open
access journal PLOS ONE by research associate Deepak Ray and colleagues from the Institute on
the Environment (IonE) at the University of Minnesota. 

Previous studies estimate that global agricultural production may need to increase 60–110 percent
to meet increasing demands and provide food security. In the current study, researchers assessed
agricultural statistics from across the world and found that yields of four key crops — maize, rice,
wheat and soybean— are increasing 0.9–1.6 percent every year. At these rates, production of these
crops would likely increase 38–67 percent by 2050, rather than the estimated requirement of 60–
110 percent. The top three countries that produce rice and wheat were found to have very low rates
of increase in crop yields.

"Particularly troubling are places where population and food production trajectories are at
substantial odds," Ray says, "for example, in Guatemala, where the corn-dependent population is
growing at the same time corn productivity is declining."

The analysis maps global regions where yield improvements are on track to double production by
2050 and areas where investments must be targeted to increase yields. The authors explain that
boosting crop yields is considered a preferred solution to meet demands, rather than clearing more
land for agriculture. They note that additional strategies, such as reducing food waste and changing
to plant-based diets, can also help reduce the large estimates for increased global demand for food.

 "Clearly, the world faces a looming agricultural crisis, with yield increases insufficient to keep up
with projected demands," says IonE director Jon Foley, a co-author on the study. "The good news is,
opportunities exist to increase production through more efficient use of current arable lands and
increased yield growth rates by spreading best management practices. If we are to boost production
in these key crops to meet projected needs, we have no time to waste."

The University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment seeks lasting solutions to Earth's biggest
challenges through research, partnerships and leadership development. For more information, visit
environment.umn.edu.
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Lodge and Polasky named University of Minnesota Regents
Professors
Honorees receive U’s highest faculty accolade

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (06/20/2013) —Timothy P. Lodge and Stephen Polasky have been
named Regents Professors by the University of Minnesota Board of Regents. The designation is the
highest level of recognition given to faculty by the University.

"Professor Lodge and Professor Polasky epitomize the University of Minnesota’s role as a world-
class public research institution and land-grant university," said University President Eric Kaler.
"Through innovation and a willingness to challenge the status quo, they have enhanced our
understanding of complex, global issues."

 Timothy P. Lodge, Distinguished McKnight Professor
Professor, Department of Chemistry and Department of Chemical Engineering and Materials
Science, College of Science and Engineering

 A renowned polymer scientist whose scholarly reputation is far-reaching and international, Lodge
has served the University of Minnesota with distinction for three decades with an outstanding record
of research, teaching and service.

 Lodge is one of the most productive, innovative and influential polymer scientists in the world,
focusing his research on the structure and dynamics of polymeric systems. He has published more
than 300 papers on his groundbreaking research, while developing an unparalleled laboratory.
Potential applications of Lodge’s work include improved delivery of medicines within the body,
solution viscosity modification and nanostructure templating.

A sought-after teacher and adviser, Lodge is an outstanding classroom instructor who created the
popular Polymer Chemistry course. He has advised and trained more than 100 students and post-
doctoral associates who are heavily recruited by industry or who have attained faculty positions at
prestigious universities.

Lodge was recognized as a Fellow of the American Chemistry Society (2010) and the Association of
the Advancement of Science (2009). He is one of the few scientists in the world to be awarded both
the American Chemical Society Award in Polymer Chemistry (2009) and the American Physical
Society Polymer Physics Prize (2004).

 Stephen Polasky, Fesler-Lampert Professor of ecological/environmental economics
Professor, Department of Applied Economics, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural
Resource Sciences; professor, Department of Ecology, Evolution and Behavior, College of
Biological Sciences; resident fellow, Institute on the Environment

Among the first scientists to integrate economic thinking into conservation biology, Polasky has
inserted a crucial element into debates ranging from energy production to land use and habitat
conservation.

Polasky’s research combines natural and social science, and specifically ecology and economics, to
better understand the dynamics of social-ecological systems. Through this unified approach, he
hopes to successfully address the dual challenges posed by sustainable development: to promote
the economic growth necessary to provide all people with a decent standard of living, while
maintaining ecosystem processes and environmental quality essential to support human well-being
over the long-term.

Internationally renowned for his research and scientific contributions, Polasky was elected into the
National Academy of Sciences in 2010. He was also recognized as a Fellow of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences (2009) and the Association for the Advancement of Science in 2007.

Polasky originally came to the University of Minnesota in 1999.

About the Regents Professorship
The Regents Professorship was established in 1965 by the Board of Regents to recognize the
national and international prominence of faculty members. It serves as the highest recognition for
faculty who have made unique contributions to the quality of the University of Minnesota through
exceptional accomplishments in teaching, research and scholarship or creative work and
contributions to the public good. The additions of Lodge and Polasky increase the total number of
current Regents Professorships to 30.
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Forest Trails & Forest Tales
Free public event on June 22 at the University of Minnesota’s Cloquet Forestry Center explores
sense of place, story and climate change in Minnesota’s forests

Contacts: Mary Hoff, Institute on the Environment, maryhoff@umn.edu, (612) 626-2670
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (06/21/2013) —How well do we know the forest? As climate change
alters the landscape and its ecology, what does the future hold for northern Minnesota’s forests?

Join researchers from the University of Minnesota for a tour of the Cloquet Forestry Center, guided
trail hike, presentations on climate research and more on June 22, 2013.

Participants will have an opportunity to engage in conversations with University researchers, fellow
community members, artists, historians, musicians, storytellers and educators to discuss the future
of Minnesota’s forests.  

This free public event is part of a project called "Conversation-E: Science + Art in Service to
Sustainability" sponsored by University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment in partnership
with Green Art Together Evolving (GATE) and the Cloquet Forestry Center.

The project is led by an interdisciplinary University of Minnesota team including Jonee Kulman
Brigham, research fellow at the Center for Sustainable Building Research; Roslye Ultan, senior
lecturer in the College of Continuing Education; Peter Reich, Regents professor in the Department
of Forest Resources; and Rebecca A. Montgomery, associate professor in the Department of Forest
Resources.

See the project website for a complete agenda and registration information: http://conversation-
e.blogspot.com/p/forest-trails-forest-tales.html
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Karen Oberhauser named Champion of Change for
Citizen Science

White House
to honor
professor
Karen
Oberhauser
as Champion
of Change for
Citizen
Science at
ceremony
Tuesday

Contacts: Patty Mattern, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
mattern@umn.edu, (612) 625-6599
Allison Sandve, U of M Extension, ajsandve@umn.edu, (612) 626-4077

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (06/24/2013) —University of Minnesota Professor Karen Oberhauser
has been named a White House Champion of Change for Citizen Science for her work in the field of
monarch butterfly citizen science and her role as director of the Monarch Larva Monitoring Project
(MLMP).

Oberhauser and other Champions will be honored during a ceremony at the White House from 7:30
to 9 a.m. CDT, Tuesday, June 25. The ceremony will be live streamed. To watch, go to
whitehouse.gov/livestream.

"Professor Oberhauser represents the best and the brightest in our faculty here at the University of
Minnesota. Her work with citizen scientists, teachers and elementary school students exemplifies
the deep importance we place on public engagement, which is a core part of the University’s land
grant mission," said President Eric Kaler.

The Champions of Change award recognizes the value citizen scientists provide, particularly as it
relates to collecting and analyzing data over broad geographic areas and timeframes that would
otherwise be cost prohibitive. To gain a large perspective on monarch biology and population trends,
Oberhauser has worked for decades to integrate data from several different monarch citizen science
projects including the MLMP, which has coordinated hundreds of volunteers throughout North
America since 1996. At the same time, citizen scientists allows for what Oberhauser called "fine-
scale data, often literally from people’s back yards."

"I’ve called citizen scientists an ‘army for conservation’ for many reasons: they collect data with
conservation applications, they often become stewards for local habitats, and they reach out to
others about the importance of conservation," said Oberhauser, who is a professor in the College of
Food Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences department of Fisheries, Wildlife and
Conservation Biology and Extension Specialist.

At the U, Oberhauser researches and teaches in the fields of conservation biology, insect ecology,
global climate change and monarch butterfly population dynamics. Her teaching extends beyond the
University and into K-12 schools through her "Monarchs in the Classroom" project that began in
1991 and the educational workshops she conducts for teachers.

"We are extremely proud of Professor Oberhauser," says CFANS Dean Allen Levine. "The impact
and reach of her teaching simply amazes me. For many students in her classes at the U today, it
was the "Monarchs in the Classroom" project that first sparked their interest in science and
Monarchs."

Oberhauser’s research and education reflects the strong partnership between the university and
Minnesotans, said Bev Durgan, Extension dean.

"Karen Oberhauser’s research deepens our understanding of how habitat loss threatens monarch
populations. Through Extension’s statewide connections, ‘citizen scientists’ help support essential
conservation efforts aimed at stabilizing the butterfly population," Durgan said.  

Oberhauser was nominated by colleagues -- citizen scientists, researchers, former and current
graduate students, and others -- throughout the United States. Her research depends on traditional
lab and field techniques, as well as the contributions of multiple audiences through citizen science.

 "I really feel that the award is for the entire monarch citizen science community, which includes
hundreds or even thousands of individuals," Oberhauser said.

After the ceremony, video of the event will be posted on YouTube once it’s uploaded and pictures
and blog posts by the awardees will be posted at www.whitehouse.gov/champions.
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Statement from U of M President Kaler on U.S. Supreme Court
ruling in 'Fisher v. University of Texas'

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (06/24/2013) —University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler released
the following statement today in response to the U.S. Supreme Court ruling on Fisher v. University
of Texas - its most recent case considering the use of affirmative action in college admission
decisions.

"It appears from initial review that the Court has affirmed its 2003 decisions involving the University
of Michigan, which approved race-conscious admissions programs in the context of holistic review
of applicants when necessary to enhance student body diversity. I have asked the Office of the
General Counsel to review the Supreme Court decision and to work with University administrators to
identify whether any changes must be made to ensure continued compliance with the law. Once the
review is completed, the Office of the General Counsel will also take a lead role in communicating
key findings and sharing information with campus administrators whose work may be directly
impacted by this Court decision.

While careful study and review of this most recent decision must occur, it is vitally important to
understand that the University remains committed to access and equity. The University will remain
steadfast in its commitment to achieving diversity in our classrooms and across our campuses,
using many different means and in compliance with the law.

A strong commitment to diversity, equity, and access across our curriculum and our programs is
critical to the University’s ability to work toward achieving its goal of developing an inclusive
environment across all University of Minnesota campuses. The diversity of experiences, beliefs,
cultures, and perspectives that students from across our state’s communities, as well as from other
parts of our country and our globe, significantly enriches our campus communities. This diversity
enhances the educational and co-curricular experiences of all of our students and ensures that our
graduates are prepared to positively contribute to our society and succeed and thrive in a global
economy.

Diversity, access, and equity are key tenets of the University of Minnesota. Our core values, our
institution’s mission, and our student learning outcomes affirm the University’s commitment to
diversity, access and equity across all of our campuses."
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U of M and EMC Publishing sign exclusive, 10-year agreement to
build world language learning environment

Contacts: Steve Baker, College of Education and Human Development, s-bake@umn.edu, (612)
624-3430
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (06/25/2013) —Increasing student fluency in world languages and
providing educators with innovative technology are the goals of a new partnership between the
University of Minnesota’s College of Education and Human Development (CEHD) and EMC
Publishing, a division of New Mountain Learning. This collaborative partnership will build EMC
Languages, a new online environment for teaching and learning world languages in K-12
classrooms. The partnership between the CEHD Learning Technologies (LT) Media Lab and EMC is
part of a 10-year exclusive agreement that includes collaborative design and development, K-12
classroom integration and support and ongoing design-based research.

EMC Languages builds upon and extends research-based language learning platforms created by
the LT Media Lab by leveraging EMC Publishing’s world language instructional content in an easy-
to-use environment designed to drive educator effectiveness and student fluency. Students will
discover languages and cultures, expand their knowledge beyond the textbook and written test, and
perform what they’ve learned in order to achieve proficiency.

EMC Publishing will pilot EMC Languages in the fall of 2013 and the full environment will be
available in early 2014. 

"This is a unique partnership for our LT Media Lab and an example of the kind of technology transfer
the University is committed to creating," said U of M CEHD Dean Jean Quam. "We are proud to see
our research-based design and development work reaching the marketplace and serving the public
good."

For the past year, the LT Media Lab and EMC and have collaborated on the re-design, technology
expansion and K-12 specific development of two video-based platforms created by the Lab: Avenue
and Flipgrid. Avenue allows an educator to conduct a one-to-one assessment of a student’s
performance via webcam by creating custom tasks based on EMC’s rich library of curricular media
to capture, evaluate, archive and visualize progress. Flipgrid is a more informal, video-based
discussion platform that encourages students to discuss and reflect upon questions and topics
sparked by their educator. 

"EMC Languages is not about simply extending textbooks into an online environment," said Charles
Miller, associate professor and co-director of the LT Media Lab. "Avenue and Flipgrid take educator
feedback and classroom collaboration to a new level and give teachers a better way to connect with
and earn the trust of their students. It’s all about bringing kids from the back of the class to the front
row."

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan recently said that about 18 percent of Americans report
speaking a language other than English, while 53 percent of Europeans can converse in a second
language.

"As a nation, we face a series of challenges related to our world language deficit. Our focus will be
to help world language educators meet these challenges by providing them with a simple and
engaging learning environment that’s easy to use and builds student competency," said Eric Cantor,
chairman and chief executive officer of New Mountain Learning. "The future of fluency depends on
motivating students to practice and perform, and to learn in ways that transcend vocabulary words
and verb conjugation. The long-term goal of our partnership is to keep students engaged in world
languages beyond the basic requirements." 

EMC Languages will be intuitive and flexible and fully integrated to flow with any approved
curriculum. Educators can subscribe to the entire suite or only those elements most relevant to their
classrooms. The platforms are simple to use, enabling an educator and student to create and
complete a task in three minutes.

For more information, visit www.emcl.com.

About the LT Media Lab
Founded in 2010, the Learning Technologies Media Lab is an innovative design and research center
located in the College of Education and Human Development (CEHD) at the University of
Minnesota. This lab is affiliated with the Learning Technologies academic program area in the
Department of Curriculum and Instruction within CEHD, which is nationally known for developing
innovative educational technology.

About EMC Publishing
A division of New Mountain Learning, a blended learning education solutions company, focused on
select niches of the secondary, post-secondary and career service markets, EMC Publishing
(develops and produces K-12 solutions in World Languages, Computer Applications, Language
Arts, and Social Studies. The brand is a recognized leader in World Language in classrooms
throughout the nation. Over the years, EMC has expanded its offerings into Literature and
Language Arts, and Computer Literacy.
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Rachelle
Hernandez
named new
associate vice
provost for
Enrollment
Management
at the
University of
Minnesota

Contacts: Julie
Christensen,
University News Service, jrchris@umn.edu, (612) 626-1720

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (06/27/2013) —Rachelle Hernandez will be the University of Minnesota’s
new associate vice provost for Enrollment Management, effective  July 1, 2013, University Vice
Provost and Dean of Undergraduate Education Robert McMaster announced.  

“Rachelle has a demonstrated record of success in attracting high-caliber students to apply and
enroll at the University, and she is steadfast in supporting our commitment to access,” said
McMaster. “Her leadership and vision will continue to advance the comprehensive recruiting
program for this world-class institution. I look forward to working with her on the next phase of
initiatives to enhance the recruitment and success of the U’s academically qualified, diverse student
body.” 
 
Hernandez has spent nearly two decades in the University’s Office of Admissions, serving as interim
director since June 2012. In that role, she provided leadership and strategic oversight of
undergraduate admissions at a time when the U received a record 43,000 freshman applications for
fall 2013. She also assisted in the implementation of the newly established President’s Emerging
Scholars program, a four-year initiative that provides undergraduate students scholarship support,
professional advising, peer mentoring and engagement opportunities. 
 
As a member of the Office of Undergraduate Education’s Executive Committee, Hernandez will lead
the U’s recruitment efforts and provide strategic leadership to align admissions activities with
institutional goals for retention, graduation and student success. 
 
“As a proud U of M graduate, I am honored to serve the University in this new role,” Hernandez
said. “It's a privilege to work with students as they embark on their journey of achieving their goals
and dreams. I look forward to continuing to work with our partners across campus to recruit and
enroll students who will thrive in our campus community and go on to make a positive difference in
our world.” 
 
Previously, Hernandez served as associate director of admissions at the University from 2002-2012,
as assistant director from 1999-2001, as customer relations coordinator from 1997-1999, and as
admissions counselor from 1995-1997. 
 
Hernandez holds two degrees from the University of Minnesota—a master of education in human
resource development and a bachelor of arts in political science. She is a member of the National
Association for College Admission Counseling (NACAC), the Minnesota Association for College
Admission Counseling (MACAC) and the Minnesota Association for Counselors of Color (MnACC),
among other professional affiliations. Hernandez also serves as chairwoman for the University of
Minnesota’s High School Counselor Advisory Committees.
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University of Minnesota Board of Regents to hear reports on U's
research enterprise and Gopher Athletics

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/05/2013) —During its meeting Wednesday, July 10, the University of
Minnesota Board of Regents will discuss the University’s research priorities and receive an annual
report on Gopher Athletics.

Vice President for Research Brian Herman will envision the future of the University’s research
enterprise, building on a history of great strength to address critical global challenges. He will also
highlight continued successes of U faculty and staff in competing for grants and the sustained
growth of technology commercialization, while addressing the growing challenges wrought by
stagnating or declining federal funds. Herman took the helm of the U’s $749-million research
enterprise – 8 -largest among public research universities – in January 2013. He will be joined
during his presentation by Vice President for University Services Pamela Wheelock to discuss the
infrastructure for the U’s research enterprise.

In accordance with Board policy, Athletic Director Norwood Teague will present an annual report on
student-athlete academic progress, athletic accomplishment, department budget and facilities.
Teague’s first year leading Gopher Athletics was marked by success in the classroom and in
competition: 24 of the department’s 25 sports programs reported a spring semester GPA of 3.0 or
above (with the 25  expected to achieve a 3.0 when grades for students studying abroad are
reported), while the U finished 22  nationally in the Learfield Director’s Cup standings, the measure
of program-wide athletic achievement.

Other agenda items include:

Minnesota Prosperity Act: The Board will consider a proposed resolution, based on language of
the new Minnesota Prosperity Act, to make in-state tuition rates available to University of Minnesota
students if they meet certain requirements, regardless of their immigration status. In addition, the
resolution would make it possible for eligible U of M students to be considered for state higher
education aid and would allow the University to use private scholarship funding for eligible students,
regardless of immigration status. Governor Mark Dayton and legislators passed the Prosperity Act
as part of the 2013 omnibus Higher Education bill.
Alcohol licenses: The Board will consider a proposed resolution to award alcohol licenses to the
Les Bolstad Golf Course, Northrop and the University of Minnesota Morris student union. If
approved, each entity will apply to the State of Minnesota for their annual license.

The meeting will be the first led by newly elected Board Chair Richard Beeson.

Board committees will not meet this month, as Regents will depart for Red Wing, Minn. and the
Board’s annual retreat after the July 10 full meeting.

For more information on the Board of Regents, visit www.regents.umn.edu.
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Brian Buhr named interim dean of University of Minnesota's
CFANS

Contacts: Becky Beyers, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
bbeyers@umn.edu, (612) 626-5754

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/10/2013) —Brian Buhr, head of the University of Minnesota’s
Department of Applied Economics for the past five years, has been named interim dean of the
university’s College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences and interim director of the
Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station.

He will become interim dean and director at the end of August.  Allen Levine, dean of the college
since its inception in 2006, is returning to research and working with the Provost on special
initiatives.

Buhr, 50, is an Iowa native who’s been part of the applied economics faculty since 1992 and head of
applied economics and agricultural education in the college since 2008. He’s well-known for his
expertise in risk management and commodity markets.  He’s been recognized for his excellent work
in research and teaching through numerous national, university and college awards.

University of Minnesota Provost Karen Hanson cited broad support from across the college and
university for Buhr as interim dean.  "Professor Buhr has an impressive record of research,
teaching, and service, and he has a range of experiences, accomplishments, and collaborations that
are important for successful leadership of CFANS.  His colleagues in the college and the university
are uniform in their praise of his ability, energy, tact, and expertise.  We are grateful for his
willingness to step into the interim deanship."

"I am honored to receive that support and confidence in my ability to carry forward this important
service commitment," Buhr said. "My goal is to help the college continue to thrive and to prepare for
this next phase in its development as we complete the search for the permanent dean."
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University of Minnesota Board of Regents approves in-state
tuition rates for students eligible under the Minnesota Prosperity
Act

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/10/2013) —The University of Minnesota Board of Regents today
approved a resolution that extends in-state tuition rates to entering and current students who are
Minnesota high school graduates and who meet additional eligibility requirements, regardless of
immigration status.

The Board resolution is based on language contained in the new Minnesota Prosperity Act, passed
as a part of the 2013 omnibus Higher Education Bill. In addition, the resolution authorizes the
University to use private scholarship funding to provide aid to eligible students.

"As a land-grant institution, the University of Minnesota has an obligation to provide college
opportunities for qualified students, especially Minnesota's own high school graduates," said Board
Chair Richard Beeson. "Today, we aligned the University’s policies with the Minnesota Prosperity
Act, which allows us to remove barriers to access for Minnesota students."

"Ensuring equity and diversity are core institutional values at the University," said University
President Eric Kaler. "To be an excellent university, the U of M must also be a diverse university that
provides access and affordability to all qualified and eligible students. We appreciate the
collaboration of our state partners, including MnSCU, the Private College Council, Governor Dayton
and state legislators, to help us deliver a world class education to all qualified Minnesota students."

Prosperity Act-eligible students at the U can now also be considered for state higher education aid.

In recognition of the constitutional authority of the Board of Regents to set tuition and to govern the
University of Minnesota, the omnibus Higher Education bill asked the Board to adopt a policy
implementing the Prosperity Act.

A global U: President Kaler visits China

During his report to the Board, President Kaler highlighted aspects of his highly successful 11-day
trip to China, the first international venture in his two-year tenure at the U.

Kaler and other U leaders signed a total of 10 cooperative agreements with China’s most
prestigious institutions of higher education and research. In addition, there were a host of meetings
with leading education, government and business officials in the region. Alumni gatherings in Hong
Kong, Shanghai, Beijing and Taipei and a meeting with incoming freshmen to the Twin Cities
campus and their parents also occurred

The University’s national and international acumen continues to be recognized. While Kaler was in
Asia, the highly respected Shanghai Jiao Tong Academic Ranking of World Universities was
released, which tabbed the U as the world’s 29  best institution and the ninth-ranked public
university in the United States.

"We cannot lose sight of just how strong and respected this institution is around the world, for our
teaching, our faculty, our research and the broad and deep impact we have on this state and its
peoples’ lives," Kaler told Regents.

For more on Kaler’s trip and the U’s global impact, visit here.

Creating a ‘Culture of Serendipity’

The Board heard for the first time from new Vice President for Research Brian Herman, who
discussed innovative methods for advancing the University’s research enterprise to continue to
address critical global challenges in an era of stagnating or declining federal funds.

Consistent with President Kaler's charge to lower the barriers to interdisciplinary research and
current federal research funding priorities, Herman is striving to create a "culture of serendipity" that
transcends the University’s borders. To promote this culture, Herman explained, the University
needs to enhance and expand opportunities for researchers to come together across departments
and colleges, and with industry colleagues outside the U. The ultimate goal is to bring together the
brightest minds to collaborate with – and to challenge – each other to find solutions to critical
societal problems and do the greatest good for the greatest number of people.

This confluence of experts from different fields, Herman believes, is the key to tackling the world’s
increasingly complex challenges. By leveraging the methodology of researchers from multiple
disciplines, new disciplines are created – and with those, new approaches to solving urgent and
formidable problems.

Herman also outlined:

Continued successes of U faculty and staff in competing for grants;
Guidelines to maximize impact of the state’s $36 million dollar investment in the Minnesota
Discovery, Research and InnoVation Economy (MnDRIVE) program;
A new working group within the Itasca Higher Education project that will enhance student
entrepreneurship programs and address workforce needs;
Plans to enhance the University’s technology commercialization efforts;
A possible internal funding mechanism to support successful recruitment and retention of nationally
and internationally recognized research faculty;
OVPR’s recent expansion of its bridge funding program, designed to provide interim support for
research projects that experience a temporary lapse in external funding;
Efforts to position the University as the primary contact for local, state and federal officials in all
aspects of economic development;
Areas where investment is needed to ensure the U’s research infrastructure aligns with its mission.

Student-athletes continue successes

Athletics Director Norwood Teague also presented his comprehensive overview of Gopher Athletics
to the Board. Among its accomplishments during the 2012-13 academic and athletic year, Gopher
Athletics:

Placed a U-record 299 student-athletes on Big Ten All-Academic teams, saw all 25 sports programs
report a 3.0 GPA or higher for spring semester and increased its overall student graduation rate to
83 percent;
Finished 22  nationally in the Learfield Director’s Cup standings (fourth in the Big Ten), the
measure of program-wide athletic achievement;
Completed fiscal year 2013 with a balanced budget, including better than projected ticket sales.

Teague also presented an update on the facilities needs assessment plan for Gopher Athletics that
outlines deficiencies and needs in student-athlete training, academic and competition support. The
update shared a preliminary list of phase one projects that include an academic center, student-
athlete training table, football facilities, women’s gymnastics facility, men’s and women’s basketball
practice facility, wrestling facility, outdoor track and an Olympic sport indoor training center.

For more information and to view conceptual images, visit www.gophersports.com.

Other Board activity included:

President donates salary increase to student scholarships: During his remarks, Beeson
reminded Regents of Kaler’s annual performance review, which was characterized as "stellar," and
recommended a salary increase. Kaler thanked the Board for its confidence, but requested that the
recommended 3 percent increase be instead invested in access and affordability. The Board
unanimously approved a motion that will dedicate $18,000 to the University’s general scholarship
fund.
Alcohol licenses: The Board approved a resolution to award alcohol licenses to the Les Bolstad
Golf Course, Northrop and the University of Minnesota Morris student union. Each entity must now
apply to the State of Minnesota for their annual license.

Following Wednesday’s meeting in Minneapolis, Regents departed for Red Wing, Minn. for their
annual retreat. The next Board committee and full Board meetings will occur Sept. 12 and 13.

For more information on the Board of Regents, visit www.regents.umn.edu.
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3D analysis supports 'Homo floresiensis' as new species

Media Note: U of M anthropology professor and study co-author Kieran McNulty is only available
for interviews via phone through Friday, July 12 due to international travel.

Contacts: Tessa Eagan, College of Liberal Arts, teagan@umn.edu, (612) 625-3781
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/11/2013) —Based on the analysis of 3-D landmark data from skull
surfaces, scientists from the University of Minnesota, Stony Brook University and the Senckenberg
Center for Human Evolution and Palaeoenvironment, provide new, compelling support for the
hypothesis that Homo floresiensis was a distinct species of fossil human in an article published
today in the journal PLOS ONE. 

Ever since the discovery of its remains in Indonesia in 2003, scientists have been debating whether
Homo floresiensis represents a distinct species of fossil human, possibly originating from a dwarfed
Homo erectus population, or a pathological modern human. The small size of its brain has been
argued to result from a number of pathologies, most importantly from a condition known as
microcephaly (pathologically small brain).

The study is the most comprehensive to date, simultaneously evaluating two competing hypotheses
about the status of Homo floresiensis. The full study is available here:
http://dx.plos.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0069119 

“[Homo floresiensis] is one of the most exciting fossil discoveries in the last 50 years,” said U of M
anthropology professor and co-author of the study Kieran McNulty. “The skull resembles something
that died a million years earlier, and other body parts are reminiscent of our three-million-year-old
human ancestors, yet they lived until very recently -- contemporaries with modern humans.”

The ancestry of the Homo floresiensis remains is much disputed. Critical questions for scientists
include: Did Homo floresiensis represent an extinct hominin species? Could it be a Homo erectus
population, whose small stature was caused by island dwarfism? Or did these remains belong to a
modern human with a disorder that resulted in an abnormally small brain and skull? 

Scientists have proposed possible explanations including microcephaly, Laron Syndrome (a
congenital growth disorder) or endemic hypothyroidism, or “cretinism,” (a severe iodine deficiency).

For this most recent study, scientists applied the powerful methods of 3-D geometric morphometrics
to compare the shape of the Homo floresiensis cranium (called LB1) to many fossil humans, as well
as a large sample of modern human crania suffering from microcephaly and other pathological
conditions. Geometric morphometrics methods use 3D models based on anatomical landmarks,
computer imaging and statistical analysis to achieve a detailed analysis of shape.

The study found that the LB1 cranium shows greater affinities to extinct fossil humans than it does
to pathological modern humans. Although some superficial similarities were found between fossils -
LB1 and pathological modern human crania - additional features linked LB1 exclusively with fossil
Homo.

“Our findings provide the most comprehensive evidence to date linking the Homo floresiensis skull
with extinct fossil human species rather than with pathological modern humans. Our study therefore
refutes the hypothesis that this specimen represents a modern human with a pathological condition,
such as microcephaly,” stated the authors.
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University of Minnesota Board of Regents announces 2013-15
committee assignments

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/11/2013) —Regent Richard Beeson, chair of the University of
Minnesota Board of Regents, has appointed committee chairs and finalized committee assignments
for July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2015.

The committees include:

Audit
Oversees the University’s system of risk assessment and internal controls, audits, financial reporting
practices and the institutional compliance program.
Chair: Regent Laura Brod
Vice Chair: Regent Patricia Simmons
Members: Regents Clyde Allen, Peggy Lucas and Abdul Omari

Academic and Student Affairs
Advises on academic priorities and the teaching, research and outreach missions of the University.
Chair: Regent Simmons
Vice Chair: Regent Linda Cohen
Members: Regents Tom Devine, David Larson, Lucas and Omari

Facilities and Operations
Oversees the University’s physical assets (e.g., land, buildings, infrastructure and equipment) and
operations.
Chair: Regent Allen
Vice Chair: Regent Devine
Members: Regents Vice Chair Dean Johnson and Regents Cohen, Lucas and Omari

Faculty and Staff Affairs
Advises the administration on faculty and staff and compensation, benefits, recruitment,
development, retention and other issues related to employee engagement.
Chair: Regent John Frobenius
Vice Chair: Regent David McMillan
Members: Regents Beeson, Brod, Larson and Simmons

Finance
Oversees the fiscal stability and long-term economic health of the University.
Chair: Regent McMillan
Vice Chair: Regent Frobenius
Committee members: Regents Allen, Beeson, Brod and Johnson

Litigation Review
Reviews litigation matters and obtains legal advice regarding specific University actions and their
legal consequences.
Chair: Regent Larson
Vice Chair: Regent Beeson
Member: Regent McMillan

Special Study Committee on Academic Health
This is a new two-year committee intended to build knowledge among Regents related to academic
medicine, including related research, while also ensuring adequate Board oversight of these areas.
Chair: Regent Cohen
Vice Chair: Regent Johnson
Members: Regents Beeson, Devine, Frobenius and McMillan.

Committees provide recommendations for action by the Board; provide governance oversight on
topics within the committee’s purview; review and make recommendations on relevant new and
existing Board policies; receive reports on policy-related issues affecting University departments
and units; receive information items; and review other items placed on the agenda by the Board
chair in consultation with the president and the Board vice chair.

For more information and a list of specific committee duties and responsibilities, visit
www.regents.umn.edu.
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NSF grant launches renewed vision for research and training to
advance Earth-surface research

Contacts: Julie Bodurtha, St. Anthony Falls Laboratory, jgb@umn.edu, (612) 626-6166
Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/12/2013) —The University of Minnesota announced today that it has
received a five-year, $3 million grant from the National Science Foundation (NSF) to further the
understanding of Earth-surface environments.

This funding builds upon the 10-year success of the National Center for Earth-surface Dynamics
(NCED), an NSF Science and Technology Center headquartered at the College of Science and
Engineering’s St. Anthony Falls Laboratory (SAFL). As the first national center established to study
landscape-ecosystem interactions across Earth-surface environments, NCED’s legacy of research,
education and outreach has produced a network of leaders whose work advances science and
informs management and restoration of watersheds, rivers and streams, deltas and other critical
regions on the landscape.

"I am especially pleased that NCED2 includes major funding for expanding the ‘extended family’
model for mentoring postdoctoral researchers that we developed in NCED," said Chris Paola,
director of NCED2 and University of Minnesota professor of Earth sciences. "This funding
represents an important commitment on the part of NSF to supporting large-scale, collaborative,
Earth-surface science."

Over the last 10 years, NCED developed an extensive collaborative network that reaches across
borders and cultures and includes researchers, institutions, field sites and experimental facilities.
This NSF award continues the NCED legacy of collaborative and interdisciplinary research and
training under a new format highlighted by themed research on critical issues facing Earth-surface
environments.

Each theme, broadly encompassing the concept of "past and future Earth," will further efforts to
predict landscape-water-ecosystem interactions. Combining observations of modern and past
surface systems, as well as field and laboratory experiments and theory, the themed research
agenda will catalyze advances in predictive understanding of natural and human-induced changes
in the landscape over time.

Also developed around the annually selected themes, focused programs of the renewed center will
include researcher workshops, post-doctoral research and young researcher mentoring
opportunities, visitor programs for a range of groups—from undergraduate students to faculty
members, informal education and Native American community partnerships. The newly renovated
facilities at the St. Anthony Falls Laboratory will provide unique virtual collaboration opportunities for
the network of researchers, allowing, among other things, remote participation in real-time
experiments.

"Essentially, this funding allows us to establish an international community of current and future
leaders in Earth science research," said Vaughan Voller, NCED2 co-director and professor of civil
engineering.

Led by Chris Paola (Earth sciences), and co-directors Efi Foufoula-Georgiou (civil engineering) and
Vaughan Voller (civil engineering), NCED2 will be guided by an advisory board of experts from
institutions and research facilities across the globe.

"The legacy of NCED lives on", said NCED director Efi Foufoula-Georgiou.  "As NCED officially
ends this year as a Science and Technology Center, NCED2 is a testament to the outstanding work
of NCED over the past ten years in all aspects of a center: research, education, diversity and public
outreach."
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Antiviral enzyme contributes to several forms of cancer,
University of Minnesota researchers say

Contacts: Peggy Rinard, College of Biological Sciences, rinar001@umn.edu, (612) 624-0774
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/14/2013) —Researchers at the University of Minnesota have
discovered that a human antiviral enzyme causes DNA mutations that lead to several forms of
cancer.

The discovery, reported in the July 14 issue of Nature Genetics, follows the team’s earlier finding
that the enzyme, called APOBEC3B, is responsible for more than half of breast cancer cases. The
previous study was published in Nature in February.

APOBEC3B is part of a family of antiviral proteins that Harris has studied for more than a decade.
His effort to understand how these proteins work has led to these surprising discoveries that
APOBEC3B is a broadly important cancer mutagen.

"We are very excited about this discovery because it indicates that a single enzyme is one of the
largest known contributors to cancer mutation, possibly even eclipsing sources such as UV rays
from the sun and chemicals from smoking," says Reuben Harris, a professor of biochemistry,
molecular biology and biophysics based in the College of Biological Sciences. Harris, who led the
study, is also a member of the Masonic Cancer Center, University of Minnesota.

For the current study, Harris, along with colleagues Michael Burns and Alpay Temiz, analyzed tumor
samples from 19 different types of cancer for the presence of APOBEC3B and 10 related proteins.
Results showed that APOBEC3B alone was significantly elevated in six types (bladder, cervix, two
forms of lung cancer, head & neck, and breast). Levels of the enzyme, which is present in low levels
in most healthy tissues, were elevated in several other types of cancer as well.

A second key finding was that the mutational signature of APOBEC3B is a close match to the actual
mutation pattern in these cancers. "Much like we each have unique written signatures, these
enzymes each leave a unique mark," Harris says.

Findings from both studies are counterintuitive because the enzyme, which is produced by the
immune system, is supposed to protect cells from HIV and other viruses, not harm our own genomic
DNA.

While it’s well known that sunlight and chemical carcinogens can mutate DNA, and that mutations
are essential for cancer to develop, Harris is the first to discover that this human enzyme is a major
cause mutation in cancer. He believes that APOBEC3B is a biological "double-edged sword" that
protects some cells from viruses such as HIV and produces mutations that give rise to cancer in
others.

Harris hopes to find a way to block APOBEC3B from mutating DNA, just as sunscreen blocks
mutations that lead to melanoma. Many cancer mutations have been identified, but discovering a
common source of mutation such as APOBEC3B is expected to help researchers to move
"upstream" and look for a way to stop carcinogenesis closer to its source, he says, "like damming a
river before it wreaks havoc on downstream areas." It’s also possible that a simple test for
APOBEC3B could be used to detect cancer earlier.

Harris is a professor in the Department of Biochemistry, Molecular Biology and Biophysics, which is
a joint department of the College of Biological Sciences and the Medical School. He is also a
member of the Masonic Cancer Center, University of Minnesota, which is part of the National
Cancer Institute’s network of Comprehensive Cancer Centers. Harris and colleagues are grateful for
support from the National Institutes of Health, the Department of Defense Breast Cancer Research
Program, the Jimmy V Foundation, and the Minnesota Ovarian Cancer Alliance.
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U of M receives top ranking as LGBT-friendly campus

Contacts: Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/15/2013) —The University of Minnesota Twin Cities campus has
earned a top rating from the Campus Pride Index, which measures specific components determined
to contribute to a more inclusive, welcoming and respectful LGBT and Ally campus.

UMTC’s overall Campus Pride Score is 99 percent, earning five of five stars in the Campus Pride
Index rating system for the second year in a row.

"This recognition is a reflection of the LGBT-friendly campus culture at the U of M Twin Cities," said
Jason Jackson, assistant director of the GLBTA Programs Office. "We are constantly finding ways to
further support LGBT and Allies, all of which provide an inclusive and welcoming campus for all
students."

The Index reviews eight areas of focus and the U received perfect marks (100 percent) in six
categories, including:
LGBT Support and Institutional Commitment
LGBT Academic Life
LGBT Housing
LGBT Campus & Safety
LGBT Counseling & Health
LGBT Recruitment & Retention Efforts

LGBT Student Life received a 98 percent score and LGBT Policy Inclusion earned 96 percent.

"The commitment the U of M shows to LGBT students, faculty, staff and visitors is something we are
very proud of," said Katrice Albert, Vice President for Equity and Diversity. "Our GLBTA Programs
Office is celebrating its 20  anniversary this year and continues to be a driving force in creating a
respectful environment for all students."

The Campus Pride Index is a vital tool for assisting campuses in learning ways to improve their
LGBT campus life and ultimately shape the educational experience to be more inclusive, welcoming
and respectful of LGBT and Ally people. The index is owned and operated by Campus Pride, the
leading national nonprofit organization for student leaders and campus groups working to create
safer, more LGBT-Friendly learning environments at colleges and universities.

The index tool includes 50+ self-assessment questions, which correspond to eight different LGBT-
Friendly factors. Questions were weighted in order to emphasize and add value to specific LGBT
components which were determined to contribute to a more inclusive, welcoming and respectful
LGBT and Ally campus. All eight LGBT-Friendly factors receive the same weight in the overall
score. Significant testing and analysis went into determining the weights.
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Existing biodiversity could prevent global food scarcity, scientists
say

Contacts: Becky Beyers, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
bbeyers@umn.edu, (612) 626-5754
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/16/2013) —Seeds stored in international gene banks could be the
key to growing enough food to feed an expanding world population, according to scientists from the
University of Minnesota and a consortium of genomics experts.

Their recommendations, published this month in the journal Nature, call for using the thousands of
seeds and genetic materials preserved at international gene banks to isolate the environmental
resilience and disease and pest resistance of wild relatives of crop plants and to breed those
characteristics into improved varieties.

Human diets depend on fewer than a dozen of the 300,000 species of flowering plants, the authors
note. But farmers and seed collectors have saved seeds from the wild relatives of domestic crops,
localized variations of crops and domestic crops that are no longer widely grown, and much of that
material now resides in seed banks. Those seeds may have just the resilience and adaptive
capacity that future food crops need, says Jim Bradeen, a plant pathology professor at the
University of Minnesota and one of the paper’s co-authors.

The diverse material from seed banks is used by researchers to create new varieties of familiar
crops, but the authors say that process can be slow and cumbersome. But improved genomics and
breeding technologies, as well as increased incentives for gene banks to commercialize their
materials in a manner that fosters conservation and sustainable use of crop genetic resources,
mean the time may be right for a more concerted effort to put the seed banks’ collections to work.

The authors also call for international collaborations to more consistently share data and for
connections between public- and private-sector scientists and the communities where crops are
actually grown. Such connections will help develop plants that adapt to local environmental and
growing conditions.

The cost for such a concerted effort, they note, would be about $200 million a year, far less than the
cost of high-profile scientific efforts such as sequencing the human genome.  But without it, Bradeen
and his co-authors say, food production faces a precarious future.
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Invasive and damaging Spotted Wing Drosophila (SWD) flies
detected; pose threat to berry crops
Minnesota growers need to monitor maturing crops closely

Contacts: Patty Mattern, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
mattern@umn.edu, (612) 625-6599
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/16/2013) —University of Minnesota and Minnesota Department of
Agriculture (MDA) Entomologists Mark Asplen and Mark Abrahamson have detected and confirmed
the presence of Spotted Wing Drosophila (SWD) flies in Minnesota fruit fields this year.

SWD flies are invasive insect pests that can damage berry crops and officials are encouraging
growers to take action to manage the pests as soon as they are detected.

 "We strongly encourage growers of SWD-susceptible fruits (e.g., raspberries, strawberries, grapes,
blackberries, blueberries, cherries, and plums) to monitor for SWD activity and begin management
practices upon detection," said Bill Hutchison, professor and Extension Entomologist.

The first confirmed report of SWD this growing season happened on June 27 with the capture of a
single male SWD in pre-fruiting grape vines in Dakota County.  One week later, on July 3,
entomologists used adult trapping and larval detection to verify SWD’s presence in summer
raspberries in Rice County. The pest could be present in other metro-area counties as well. Further
information on that could be available later this week.

SWD looks similar to small fruit flies found on overripe bananas. However, unlike these other flies,
which typically feed on overripe or deteriorating fruit, SWD feeds on healthy, intact, ripening fruit.
Often the symptoms won’t show until after the fruit are harvested, possibly not even until the fruit are
in possession of consumers. In addition to the damage caused directly by the larvae, the feeding
makes the fruit susceptible to infestation by other insects, rot fungi and bacteria. The larvae will then
leave the fruit to pupate and later emerge as adults.

"SWD was first officially detected in Minnesota last August by the MDA, and the pest was a real
challenge for our berry growers, statewide," Hutchison said. "Everywhere we looked last fall, either
flies or maggots (in fruit) were detected – a total of 29 counties were positive last year."

The entomology department was able to secure emergency funding from the U of M’s legislatively-
funded Rapid Agricultural Response Fund and hire Asplen, a post-doctorate researcher to work on
SWD. "As the most recent invasive insect pest in the state, very little is known about its biology, host
range and pest management options," Hutchison said. 

Asplen encourages growers to use this three-pronged approach to manage this pest effectively:

•Use yeast-based or apple cider-vinegar traps for early detection of adult flies.

•Implement clean and timely harvests to avoid leaving over-ripe fruit or fallen fruit anywhere on the
farm site.

•Use insecticidal sprays appropriately as needed.

"An Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach is truly needed for this pest, as the damage
potential and economic risk to growers is very high," Asplen said.

The best source of IPM information on SWD in Minnesota is the U of M’s "VegEdge" web page (for
fruit and vegetable growers) at  http://z.umn.edu/swd. Home gardeners can find information at
http://z.umn.edu/swdgarden.

The Department of Entomology in the university’s College of Food, Agricultural and Natural
Resource Sciences (CFANS) and the MDA have been conducting SWD monitoring programs
statewide since mid-May. These programs will continue into the fall, ending with the harvest of fall
raspberries in mid-October.

SWD is a small fly, only 2 to 3 mm long, with yellowish brown coloration and prominent red eyes.
Male SWD have dark spots on the wing tips. SWD larvae are white with a cylindrical body that
tapers on both ends. The adult flies are difficult to distinguish from other small flies; however, if
growers find an abundance of small, white maggots in what were apparently healthy fruits at the
time of harvest, contact the Minnesota Department of Agriculture "Arrest the Pest" hotline by email
at Arrest.the.Pest@state.mn.us or leave a voicemail at 1-888-545-6684. 

Also, a county map of SWD activity is available at the MDA website:
http://www.mda.state.mn.us/plants/insects/swd.aspx.

Given the early detections this year, it is possible that SWD may be able to overwinter in Minnesota.
SWD comes from a rather broad geographic range across Asia, but researchers need to learn more
about what it may do here.

"The pest may be able to overwinter in the state; however, this again is unknown territory…so to
speak," Hutchison said. "More research is needed and we are initiating that this fall."
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U of M solar car team to unveil new car July 18
First two-seater car will compete in World Solar Challenge across the Australian Outback in October

Media Note: This will be the last chance for media to get photos and video of the new car before it
is shipped later this month to Australia for the World Solar Challenge

What: University of Minnesota solar car unveiling
When: 9-10 a.m., Thursday, July 18, 2013
Where: University of Minnesota St. Paul Campus Ruttan Hall, Room B36, 1994 Buford Avenue, St.
Paul; parking available in the Gortner Avenue Ramp, 1395 Gortner Ave., St. Paul.

Contacts: Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

July 16, 2013

The University of Minnesota Solar Vehicle Project team will unveil its newest solar-hybrid car at a
special event for the media, sponsors and supporters at 9 a.m. Thursday, July 18 at the University’s
St. Paul Campus, Ruttan Hall, Room B36, 1994 Buford Avenue, St. Paul.

After a few brief remarks from student team leaders, those attending will be among the first to see
the new car and view its inner workings, tour the Solar Vehicle Project team’s shop, and hear from
members of the team about the upcoming competition.

This is the first public viewing of the car in preparation for the 2013 World Solar Challenge, a 3,000-
kilometer (1,864-mile) race across the Australian Outback starting in Darwin and heading south to
Adelaide. The race runs from Oct. 6-13, 2013.

The University of Minnesota’s new car, named Daedalus, is the first-ever two-seater car that
balances practicality with efficiency. The U of M’s team will compete in a new Cruiser Class where
practicality, not speed, is the goal. The team’s car will include a few comfort features of regular cars
such as a stereo and actual car seats.

This year’s car is unique among its competitors in that the University of Minnesota is the only team
in the race to use completely student-designed and built motors and motor controllers. The car’s two
motors have a combined total of about 42 horsepower and can reach a top speed of about 90 miles
per hour. During the race the team is required to follow the road’s speed limit, which is 120
kilometers per hour or about 75 miles per hour.

The University of Minnesota is among 10 teams from around the world competing in the Cruiser
Class and more than 45 teams competing in all classes of the World Solar Challenge. The
University of Minnesota solar car team has a history of success. The team won first place at the
2011 American Solar Challenge’s Formula Sun Grand Prix track race at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway and finished fifth overall in the 2012 American Solar Challenge.

More than 30 University of Minnesota College of Science and Engineering students are part of the
current team and 15 will be part of the race crew. Team members estimate that they’ve collectively
spent more than 30,000 hours over the last 10 months planning and building the solar car.

In addition to significant support from the University's College of Science and Engineering and
several academic departments, materials for the U of M’s solar car were funded through cash and
in-kind donations of parts and materials from more than 50 local and national companies. Major
sponsors include 3M, Altium, ANSYS, Cirrus Design, Delta Airlines, Dyplast, General Mills, IAR,
Infolytica, NVIDIA, PTC, Segger Microcontroller, Stratasys, Sunpower, and Trutech.

For more information on the history of the University’s Solar Vehicle Project team and photos of the
previous 10 cars, visit www.umnsvp.org. For more information about the 2013 World Solar
Challenge, visit www.worldsolarchallenge.org.
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Iowa schools to use U of M-developed early literacy and reading
assessment tools

Contacts: Erin Dennis, Office of the Vice President for Research, edennis@umn.edu, (612) 625-
1515
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/16/2013) —The University of Minnesota has signed an agreement
with the Iowa Department of Education to provide universal screening and progress monitoring
assessments for reading achievement from pre-kindergarten through grade six. As part of the
agreement, two sets of assessment tools developed by U of M researchers, one for preschool
programs and another for elementary grades, will be implemented by Iowa teachers statewide
starting in the 2013-2014 academic school year.

These assessment tools will support the Department of Education’s statewide Response to
Intervention (RtI) system, a process used for identifying the academic and behavioral supports that
each student needs to be successful in school and to leave school ready for life. The process helps
identify students who would benefit from more intensive evidence-based instruction and
interventions matched to their needs, and monitors student progress to improve their educational
systems.

Jean Quam, dean of the U of M’s College of Education and Human Development, says that the U is
uniquely positioned to provide this particular set of services for the state of Iowa.

"For many years, the U of M has been leading the way in pre-K and elementary school assessment
research and technology development," said Quam. "We are excited to have the opportunity to
partner with the state of Iowa and its educators through this agreement."

Individual Growth and Development Indicators, or IGDIs, will be the preschool assessment tools to
be implemented as part of the agreement. IGDIs are a set of brief measures of child language and
early literacy, as well as web-based tools to help teachers monitor growth and development in
preschool-aged children. IGDIs were developed by Educational Psychology Professor Scott
McConnell and colleagues at the U of M’s Center for Early Education and Development.

The results of this research have been licensed to Early Learning Labs, a U of M startup company
launched in 2012 to commercialize this work. Early Learning Labs includes these tools in their line
of myIGDIs – a broader set of measures of preschool children’s development – and they will provide
technical support for the project. To date, myIGDIs has been used in more than 11,000 school
settings and has measured 180,000-plus preschool children across the United States.

McConnell is pleased to see this broader application of a research-based technology. "We see
these tools as part of a long line of research on academic measures at the U of M, going back to
Stan Deno’s development of curriculum-based measures in the 1980s. These measures were
designed to be both rigorous and easy to use, in ways we hoped would speed their application in
real-world settings. As a result, it is terrific to see that broad application happening in Iowa."

Formative Assessment System for Teachers, or FAST, will be the kindergarten to sixth grade
assessment system for reading. FAST assessments are web-based tools designed for educators to
screen, analyze and monitor student performance in reading, mathematics and social emotional
domains. These assessments are the product of decades of research at the U in curriculum-based
measurement and computer adaptive testing. In its four years, approximately 300,000 students
have used FAST assessments. Iowa will implement Adaptive Reading , earlyReading , and
CBM-Reading  as part of its state-wide RtI literacy initiative.

As the director of FAST, Dr. Theodore Christ commented, "In addition to high quality technology-
based assessments, a primary innovation of FAST is the online technology designed with teachers
as the primary users. Assessments are often designed with little consideration to the needs and
demands on teachers. We use technology and research to optimize the efficiency, acceptability and
utility of teacher-friendly assessments."

As part of the agreement, myIGDIs and FAST will be used to assess all preschool through grade six
students throughout Iowa’s 346 school districts. On-site training and technical support will also be
provided as part of the three-year contract.

"The most important thing we can do for students in Iowa is to help them become proficient
readers," said Michelle Hosp, director of the Iowa Reading Research Center. "We know that the
best way to solve reading problems is to prevent them, and schools must have a valid and reliable
early warning system to identify students who are on track in reading as well as those who are not
progressing adequately. We’re thrilled to provide these high-quality universal screening and
progress monitoring assessments to Iowa schools through our partnership with the U of M."
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Minnesota Population Center announces IPUMS Research
Awards
Scientists from around the globe honored for research based on MPC data

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/18/2013) —The Minnesota Population Center (MPC), a leading
developer and disseminator of demographic data based at the University of Minnesota, is excited to
announce the winners of its annual IPUMS Research Awards. The awards honor the best of 2012’s
published research and self-nominated graduate student papers that used MPC data to advance or
deepen our understanding of social and demographic processes.

The Integrated Public Use Microdata Series (IPUMS), developed by and housed at the MPC, is the
world's largest individual-level population database, making freely available harmonized data on
people in the U.S. and around the world. IPUMS-USA provides data from the U.S. decennial
censuses, the American Community Survey, and the Current Population Survey (CPS) from 1850 to
the present. IPUMS-International includes information on 480 million people in 211 censuses from
around the world, from 1960 forward. The Integrated Health Interview Series (IHIS) makes available
the U.S. National Health Interview Survey, from the 1960s to the present.

Over 1,100 publications based on MPC data appeared in journals, magazines, and newspapers
worldwide last year. From these publications and from self-nominated graduate student papers, the
award committees selected the 2012 honorees.

IPUMS-USA Research Awards
The IPUMS-USA committee co-awarded this year’s published paper prize to Jeffrey Lin and Hoyt
Bleakley for their article "Portage and Path Dependence" (Quarterly Journal of Economics 127.2
(2012): 587-644) and to I-Fen Lin and Susan L. Brown for their article "Unmarried Boomers
Confront Old Age: A National Portrait" (The Gerontologist 52.2 (2012): 153-165).

In "Portage and Path Dependence" Lin and Bleakley used IPUMS-USA census data from 1850-
1930 to analyze the persistence of American cities located on natural portages long after
technological advances made these cities’ natural advantages obsolete. Lin, a senior economist at
the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia, and Bleakley, an associate professor of economics at the
University of Chicago Booth School of Business, took a multidisciplinary approach to their historical
economic analysis. Drawing on perspectives from economics, environmental history, and
geography, they argue that portage cities remain economically significant and that path dependence
explains this persistence.

For "Unmarried Boomers," I-Fen Lin and Brown used IPUMS-USA data from 1980-2009 to analyze
the health outcomes of baby boomers based on their marital status across the life course. Lin and
Brown’s cross-sectional analysis convincingly argues that  "unmarried Boomers faced greater
economic, health, and social vulnerabilities compared to married Boomers." Lin is an associate
professor and Brown is chair of the Department of Sociology at Bowling Green State University.

For best graduate student paper, the IPUMS-USA committee unanimously selected Ryan Brown’s
paper "On the Long Term Effects of the 1918 U.S. Influenza Pandemic." Brown, a Ph.D. candidate
in economics at Duke University, collaborated with Dr. Duncan Thomas to revisit Dr. Douglas
Almond’s classic 2006 study of the impact of in-utero exposure to the 1918 influenza to question the
negative impacts hypothesis. Using IPUMS data from the 1920 and 1930 Censuses, Brown and
Thomas build a compelling argument that when socio-economic status is taken into account, the
deleterious impacts of in-utero exposure become statistically insignificant, suggesting that Almond’s
conclusions about the long-term impact of in-utero exposure to influenza "are, at best, premature."

The selection committee was equally impressed by the quality of each publication and felt that all
made novel and extensive use of MPC data.

IPUMS-International Research Awards
The IPUMS-International committee awarded this year’s published paper prize to Carlos Gradin,
professor of applied economics at the University of Vigo, for his article "Occupational Segregation of
Afro-Latinos" (Research on Economic Inequality 20 (2012): 63-88). Drawing on IPUMS-International
data from fiveLatin American countries, Gradin analyzed occupational segregation of afro-latinos in
Latin American countries. Gradin’s results suggest a high level of segregation across occupations,
generally into less-skilled fields, but also a lot of heterogeneity among countries. Further, he found
that in several countries segregation is due to disparities in education and that in other countries
segregation would be even greater if black and white populations were more evenly distributed
geographically.

For the best graduate student paper using IPUMS-International data, the prize committee selected
Aude Bernard’s article "Cross-National Comparison of Internal Migration Age Profiles: Measurement
Issues and Solutions" (Forthcoming in Population Studies). Bernard, a Ph.D. candidate in
population research at the University of Queensland, employed IPUMS-International data from 25
countries to develop measurements to explain the international differences in the age at which
internal migration occurs. The committee was impressed with the large number of countries
employed in this study and strongly felt that Berndard’s analysis would be widely cited in future
studies of intranational migration patterns.

The IPUMS-International selection committee felt that both of these papers made extensive use of
international data to make meaningful comparisons of demographic issues across a large number of
countries.

IHIS Research Awards
The IHIS committee awarded this year’s published paper prize to Katy Backes Kozhimannil, Jean
M. Abraham and Beth A. Virnig for "National Trends in Health Insurance Coverage of Pregnant and
Reproductive-Age Women, 2000 to 2009." (Women's Health Issues 22(2) 2013: e135-e141). The
Kozhimannil, Abraham, and Virnig paper analyzed ten years of IHIS data to portray how health
insurance coverage for childbearing-aged and pregnant women has changed over time. They found
that the share of women of childbearing age with any insurance coverage significantly declined over
the past decade, and that childbearing-aged women are increasingly likely to be covered by public,
rather than private, health insurance. Their findings hold important policy implications for issues
related to access to prenatal care and pregnancy coverage for U.S. women. Kozhimannil is an
assistant professor and Abraham is an associate professor at the University of Minnesota School of
Public Health, where Virnig is associate dean for research.

For the best graduate student paper, the committee selected Tapan Mehta, Raymond McCubrey,
Nicholas M. Pajewski, Scott W. Keith, David B. Allison, Carlos J. Crespo, and Kevin R. Fontaine’s
paper "Does Obesity Associate with Mortality among Hispanic Persons? Results from the National
Health Interview Survey." (Obesity 2012: Doi: 10.1002/oby.20105). Mehta, a Ph.D. candidate in
statistical genetics at the University of Alabama at Birmingham, and his colleagues used seven
years of IHIS data linked to the public-use mortality files to investigate whether the relationship
between overweight, obesity, and early mortality observed in non-Hispanic white and non-Hispanic
black populations holds in Hispanic adults. They found no association between overweight, obesity,
and early mortality among Hispanics, a finding that compels future research into the health of this
rapidly expanding segment of the U.S. population.

The committee strongly felt that both of this year's winners represent excellent examples of how
IHIS data can be used to answer pressing public health and policy questions.

About the Minnesota Population Center
The Minnesota Population Center (MPC) is a University-wide interdisciplinary cooperative for
demographic research. The MPC serves more than 80 faculty members and research scientists
from eight colleges and institutes at the University of Minnesota. As one of the world’s leading
developers and disseminators of demographic data, the MPC also serves a broader audience of
some 50,000 demographic researchers, policymakers, teachers and students worldwide. All MPC
data are available free over the internet. For more information, visit www.pop.umn.edu or
www.popdata.org.
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Eight community-driven projects get a boost with grants from
the University of Minnesota Good Neighbor Fund

Contacts: Julie Christensen, University News Service, jrchris@umn.edu, (612) 626-1720

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/19/2013) —New trees will line Cleveland Avenue in Falcon Heights,
the main thoroughfare between the city and the University of Minnesota's campus in St. Paul,
through one of eight projects sharing $48,000 in grant funding from the University’s Good Neighbor
Fund endowment in 2013.

The purpose of the Good Neighbor Fund is to "enhance the beauty, serenity and security" of the
communities adjacent to the University's Twin Cities campus. In six years of fund operations, 41
community projects have been awarded more than $250,000 in grant support. The fund was created
in 2007 with an initial investment of $1.5 million when the State of Minnesota committed funding to
construct TCF Bank Stadium on the University’s campus in Minneapolis.

According to Russom Solomon, chair of the West Bank Safety Committee, funds for one of this
year's projects will help many West Bank residents learn safety tips for the first time, and help others
enhance their safety skills. "As we learn to live, work, play and pray near one another, we need
opportunities to learn how to create and preserve a safe community by knowing good personal
safety tips and techniques," Solomon said.

The Good Neighbor Fund will support the following projects in 2013:

West Bank Improvement District Youth Ambassador Project Safety – West Bank Business
Association: Youth in the West Bank/Cedar-Riverside area will use funds to beautify their
neighborhood through graffiti clean-up, mural creation and other projects to improve the physical
conditions of the area. The project will also help create a welcoming and safe environment for those
living, working and visiting the neighborhood. It is managed by staff at the Brian Coyle Center.
Multi-Lingual Community Education on Safety – West Bank Business Association: Funds will
support safety trainings and the purchase of translation equipment.
Faces of Cedar-Riverside – West Bank Business Association: Funds will help reconstruct an
outdoor patio on the Cedar Cultural Center's property and adjacent space, located at 5th Street and
Cedar Avenue. The renovated space will be used for performances, arts activities and community
gatherings.
Cleveland Ave. Beautification Project – City of Falcon Heights: Funds will go to the planting and
maintenance of trees along Cleveland Ave., a main thoroughfare between the community and the
University's St. Paul campus.
Spring Together at Curtiss Field – City of Falcon Heights: Funds will be utilized to celebrate the
city's multicultural citizens and help create a welcoming environment for all in the neighborhood.
Box Fresh – Marcy-Holmes Neighborhood: As part of a pilot project, volunteers will wrap utility
boxes with specially designed vinyl coverings along main corridors in the neighborhood to create an
"outdoor gallery." These unique works of art will help enliven the streetscape.
Como Corner Fence – Southeast Como Neighborhood: Funds will help support the installation of a
corner fence along a popular community garden space.
Southeast Como Improvement Association Community Building Committee: Funds will support a
variety of events that celebrate diversity and build relationships to work together in the Southeast
Como neighborhood.

Grant applications for 2014 will be solicited beginning in September 2013, with applications due in
February 2014. Organizations represented on the Stadium Area Advisory Group, including
municipalities, neighborhoods and business districts adjacent to the University, are eligible to apply.

For more information, visit community.umn.edu/gnf or email Jan Morlock, University of Minnesota
Office of Government and Community Relations, jam@umn.edu.
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Nobel Prize-winning scientist Perlmutter to lecture at U of M on
July 29
2011 Physics Nobel Laureate Saul Perlmutter to discuss "Supernovae, Dark Energy, and Our
Accelerating Universe"

Contacts: Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801
Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/23/2013) —Nobel Prize-winning scientist Saul Perlmutter will talk
about the expansion of the Universe and its relationship to dark energy at a special public lecture at
8 p.m. Monday, July 29 at the University of Minnesota Coffman Memorial Union, Great Hall, 300
Washington Ave. SE, Minneapolis. The event is free and open to the public. The lecture is in
conjunction with the Particle Physics Community Summer Study hosted at the University of
Minnesota.

Perlmutter is an American cosmologist at the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory and a
professor of physics at the University of California, Berkeley. He is best known for his
groundbreaking research with supernovae that led to the discovery that the expansion of the
Universe is accelerating, an unexpected result that is attributed to a mysterious "dark energy" that
pervades the Universe.

Perlmutter shared the 2011 Nobel Prize in Physics for this discovery, and has numerous other
awards including the Department of Energy's E. O. Lawrence Award in Physics, the California
Scientist of the Year Award, and the Shaw Prize in Astronomy. Perlmutter received pop culture
status when he was mentioned during a 2011 episode of the CBS television hit comedy "The Big
Bang Theory."

In his lecture, Perlmutter will describe his research with Type Ia Supernovae, the exploding stars
used as standard candles to measure the expansion of the Universe. He will also discuss the
ongoing international research program that is trying to pin down the nature of the mysterious dark
energy. After the lecture, Perlmutter will answer questions from the audience.

For more information, visit z.umn.edu/perlmutter.
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An Evening with the Puzzle Master
NPR’s Will Shortz will deliver a lively, interactive presentation Sept. 12

Contacts: Mark Engebretson, U of M Libraries, enge@umn.edu, 612-625-9148

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/23/2013) —What: "An Evening with the Puzzle Master," Will Short
When: Thursday, Sept. 12, 2013, 7 p.m.
Where: Ted Mann Concert Hall, 2128 4  St. S., Minneapolis
Tickets: $30 for the general public; $25 for Friends of the University of Minnesota Libraries; $5 for
University of Minnesota students. Buy tickets online at z.umn.edu/libtix
Books: Book sales and author signing following the program

Puzzle master Will Shortz will discuss his favorite crosswords, how crosswords are created, the
history of crosswords, and his lifelong passion for puzzles in general on Sept. 12, 7 p.m., at Ted
Mann Concert Hall on the West Bank of the University of Minnesota campus.

In "An Evening with the Puzzle Master," Shortz will also answer questions about puzzles and
conduct audience-participation word games in an informative, fun, and brain-stimulating program.
The event is sponsored by the Friends of the University of Minnesota Libraries.

Shortz has been the puzzle master for National Public Radio's "Weekend Edition Sunday" since
1987. He’s also been the crossword editor of The New York Times since 1993. In fact, Shortz is the
world’s only academically accredited puzzle master. He designed his own major program at Indiana
University, which in 1974 led to his one-of-a-kind degree in Enigmatology, the study of puzzles.

Shortz has been editor of Games magazine for 15 years, and the founder and director of the
American Crossword Puzzle Tournament, which has been held annually since 1978. He also
founded the World Puzzle Championship in 1992, and he co-founded the World Puzzle Federation
in 1999. Shortz also wrote the riddles for the film "Batman Forever" and has guest-starred in
episodes of "The Simpsons" and "How I Met Your Mother," in each case playing himself. He was
also the subject of the 2006 award-winning documentary film "Wordplay."

More about Will Shortz at willshortz.com.

About the Friends of the University of Minnesota Libraries

The Friends of the University of Minnesota Libraries are advocates for advancing and strengthening
the University Libraries, ensuring that that the Libraries remain a vital center in scholarly life at the
University of Minnesota. Members of the Friends of the Libraries have an enthusiasm for books and
learning as well as an appreciation for the Libraries' importance to the University.

More about the Friends at www.lib.umn.edu/friends.
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To savor the flavor, perform a short ritual first
Research discovers ritualistic behaviors might influence perception and consumption of various
foods 

Contacts: Steve Rudolph, Carlson School of Management, skr@umn.edu, (612) 624-8770
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/23/2013) —Birthday celebrations often follow a formula, including
off-key singing, making a birthday wish while blowing out candles, and the ceremonial cutting of the
birthday cake. New research suggests that this ritual not only makes the experience more
memorable, but might also improve the taste of the cake.

The new collection of studies, published in Psychological Science, a journal of the Association for
Psychological Science, reveals that the rituals we perform before eating — even the seemingly
insignificant ones — can actually change our perception of the food we eat.

Marketing Professor Kathleen Vohs of the Carlson School of Management at the University of
Minnesota wondered about the power of rituals after noticing the funny routines that people —
including Vohs herself — often perform before eating and drinking:

"Whenever I order an espresso, I take a sugar packet and shake it, open the packet and pour a
teeny bit of sugar in, and then taste," Vohs observes. "It’s never enough sugar, so I then pour about
half of the packet in. The thing is, this isn’t a functional ritual, I should just skip right to pouring in half
the packet."

Vohs and colleagues conducted four experiments to investigate how these kinds of ritualistic
behaviors might influence our perception and consumption of various foods.

In the first experiment, some participants were asked to eat a piece of chocolate following a detailed
set of instructions: "Without unwrapping the chocolate bar, break it in half. Unwrap half of the bar
and eat it. Then, unwrap the other half and eat it."

The other participants were simply instructed to relax for a short amount of time and then eat the
chocolate bar in whatever fashion they wished.

The results showed that those who had performed the "ritual" rated the chocolate more highly,
savored it more, and were willing to pay more for the chocolate than the other group. The findings
suggest that a short, fabricated ritual can produce real effects.

A second experiment reinforced these findings, showing that random movements don’t produce a
more enjoyable eating experience. Only repeated, episodic, and fixed behaviors seem to change
our perception of the food.

The data also revealed that a longer delay between ritual and consumption bolstered these effects,
even with a neutral food like carrots; the anticipation of eating carrots following a ritual actually
improved their subjective taste.

In the final two studies, Vohs and colleagues showed that personal involvement in the ritual is
paramount — watching someone else methodically mix lemonade doesn’t make it taste any better.
Additionally, they found that "intrinsic interest" — the fact that rituals draw people into what they are
doing — fully accounted for the positive effects that rituals have on our eating experiences.

While these rituals may seem small or mundane, the researchers note that the effects they produce
are quite tangible. And while rituals are common before mealtimes, they could play a role in other
situations, too:

"We are thinking of getting patients to perform rituals before a surgery and then measuring their pain
post-operatively and how fast they heal," Vohs says, the Land O’ Lakes Professor of Excellence in
Marketing.

Co-authors on this research include Yajin Wang of the Carlson School of Management at the
University of Minnesota; Francesca Gino and Michael Norton of Harvard Business School.

For more information on this study or to schedule an interview with Professor Vohs, contact Steve
Rudolph at #612-386-8185 or skr@umn.edu.

The APS journal Psychological Science is the highest ranked empirical journal in psychology. For a
copy of the article "Rituals Enhance Consumption" and access to other Psychological Science
research findings, please contact Anna Mikulak at 202-293-9300 or
amikulak@psychologicalscience.org.
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University of Minnesota research reveals luxury products' role in
relationships
Study shows women’s pricy purchases can keep rivals away from their mate

Contacts: Steve Rudolph, Carlson School of Management, skr@umn.edu, (612) 624-8770
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/24/2013) —Purchasing designer handbags and shoes is a means
for women to express their style, boost self-esteem, or even signal status. New University of
Minnesota research suggests some women also seek these luxury items to prevent other women
from stealing their man.

Through a series of five experiments featuring 649 women of varying ages and relationship
statuses, Carlson School of Management Associate Professor Vladas Griskevicius and PhD student
Yajin Wang discovered how women’s luxury products often function as a signaling system directed
at other women who pose a threat to their romantic relationships.

"It might seem irrational that each year Americans spend over $250 billion on women’s luxury
products with an average woman acquiring three new handbags a year, but conspicuous
consumption is actually smart for women who want to protect their relationship," says Griskevicius,
coauthor of The Rational Animal: How Evolution Made Us Smarter Than We Think. "When a
woman is flaunting designer products, it says to other women ‘back off my man.’"

Griskevicius and Wang first investigated what other women infer about a woman’s relationship
partner based on the luxuriousness of her possessions. "We found that a woman who is wearing
luxury items and designer brands is perceived to have a more devoted partner and as a result other
women are less likely to flirt with him," says Wang. "Regardless of who actually purchased the
items, other women inferred that the man had something to do with it and is thus more devoted to
her."

In another study, Griskevicius and Wang made participants feel jealous by having them imagine that
another woman was flirting with their man. Shortly afterward, the women completed a seemingly
unrelated task in which they drew a luxury brand logo on a handbag. The result? When women felt
jealous, they drew designer logos that were twice the size of those in the other conditions.

"The feeling that a relationship is being threatened by another woman automatically triggers women
to want to flash Gucci, Chanel, and Fendi to other women," explains Wang. "A designer handbag or
a pair of expensive shoes seems to work like a shield, where wielding a Fendi handbag successfully
fends off romantic rivals."

Another of Griskevicius and Wang’s studies revealed that when romantic relationships were
threatened, women not only desired more expensive handbags, cars, cell phones, and shoes, they
also spent 32 percent more of their own money for a chance to win an actual luxury spending spree.

This research highlights that luxury products serve an important function in relationships, but that
men and women use conspicuous consumption for a different purpose. Past research by
Griskevicius has found that men often seek expensive products to show off to the opposite sex in
order to attract them as mates. The current studies reveal that women often seek expensive
products to show off to the same sex in order to protect their turf.

"The fact that most women’s luxury products are aimed to impress other women helps explain why
men have a hard time figuring out if a woman’s handbag costs $50 or $5,000," adds Griskevicius.
"Women’s designer products are geared to show off to other women not men."

A surprising finding in the paper was that feelings of jealousy triggered a desire for luxury products
not just for women in committed relationships but also for single women. "Many single women
obviously want designer products, but instead of these products saying back off my current man, the
single woman is saying back off my future man," adds Wang. "Conspicuous consumption for women
has a lot to do with subtle status within the female group."

 "Conspicuous Consumption, Relationships, and Rivals: Women’s Luxury Products as Signals to
Other Women" is currently in press at the Journal of Consumer Research.
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U of MN Physics Slam: So hot they had to put it on ice
Six physicists from around the country "compete" in presenting their physics to a general audience
at Ridder Arena

Contacts: Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801
Daniel Cronin-Hennessy, hennessy@physics.umn.edu, (651) 207-5234
Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/25/2013) —Join hundreds of physicists from across the country for
“Physics Slam,” an event so hot, they had to put it on ice! Technically, the ice will be covered, but
those attending will get at chance to hear about “cool” physics research at 8 p.m., Friday Aug. 2 at
the University of Minnesota’s Ridder Arena, 1815 4th Street SE, Minneapolis.

Six physicists from across the country will compete by each give an entertaining, 10-minute
presentation of their physics research to the general public. The physicists will be judged by an
applause meter. This free event open to the public is sure to be fun, informative and unique.

The quirky venue of Ridder hockey area as a setting for a physics "match" underscores the
competitive theme of the Physics Slam. Professor James Kakalios, author of "The Physics of
Superheroes" will be master of ceremony. There also will be random giveaways, including an iPad.

The event is sponsored by the American Physical Society's Division of Particles and Fields
Communication, Education and Outreach Committee and is one of the outreach activities of the
Snowmass physics conference at the University of Minnesota July 29-Aug. 6.

For more information, visit www.hep.umn.edu/physicsslam.

© 2009–2014 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.
The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer

mailto:bldillon@umn.edu
mailto:hennessy@physics.umn.edu
mailto:rzurn@umn.edu
http://www.hep.umn.edu/physicsslam


Light is emitted from excited argon gas atoms flowing
through the glass tube of a plasma reactor. The plasma
is a reactive environment used to produce silicon
nanocrystals that can be applied to inexpensive, next-
generation electronics.

Researchers
overcome
technical
hurdles in
quest for
inexpensive,
durable
electronics
and solar
cells
University of
Minnesota engineers
discover novel
technology for
producing "electronic
ink"

Contacts: Brooke
Dillon, University
News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801
Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (07/30/2013) —Electronic touch pads that cost just a few dollars and
solar cells that cost the same as roof shingles are one step closer to reality today.

Researchers in the University of Minnesota’s College of Science and Engineering and the National
Renewable Energy Laboratory in Golden, Colo., have overcome technical hurdles in the quest for
inexpensive, durable electronics and solar cells made with non-toxic chemicals. The research was
published in the most recent issue of Nature Communications, an international online research
journal.

"Imagine a world where every child in a developing country could learn reading and math from a
touch pad that costs less than $10 or home solar cells that finally cost less than fossil fuels," said
Uwe Kortshagen, a University of Minnesota mechanical engineering professor and one of the co-
authors of the paper.

The research team discovered a novel technology to produce a specialized type of ink from non-
toxic nanometer-sized crystals of silicon, often called "electronic ink." This "electronic ink" could
produce inexpensive electronic devices with techniques that essentially print it onto inexpensive
sheets of plastic.

"This process for producing electronics is almost like screen printing a number on a softball jersey,"
said Lance Wheeler, a University of Minnesota mechanical engineering Ph.D. student and lead
author of the research.

But it’s not quite that easy. Wheeler, Kortshagen and the rest of the research team developed a
method to solve fundamental problems of silicon electronic inks.

First, there is the ubiquitous need of organic "soap-like" molecules, called ligands, that are needed
to produce inks with a good shelf life, but these molecules cause detrimental residues in the films
after printing. This leads to films with electrical properties too poor for electronic devices. Second,
nanoparticles are often deliberately implanted with impurities, a process called "doping," to enhance
their electrical properties.

In this new paper, researchers explain a new method to use an ionized gas, called nonthermal
plasma, to not only produce silicon nanocrystals, but also to cover their surfaces with a layer of
chlorine atoms. This surface layer of chlorine induces an interaction with many widely used solvents
that allows production of stable silicon inks with excellent shelf life without the need for organic
ligand molecules. In addition, the researchers discovered that these solvents lead to doping of films
printed from their silicon inks, which gave them an electrical conductivity 1,000 times larger than un-
doped silicon nanoparticle films. The researchers have a U.S. patent pending on their findings.

To watch a research video of how silicon nanocrystals are synthesized in a plasma reactor, visit
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Un_HnOl6lQ&feature=youtu.be.

"What this research means is that we are one step closer to producing more pure and more stable
electronic ink with non-toxic chemicals," Kortshagen said. "The bigger goal here is to find a way that
this research can benefit everyone and make a real difference."

In addition to Kortshagen and Wheeler, members of the research team include Nathan R. Neale, a
staff scientist at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, and Ting Chen, a University of
Minnesota chemical engineering and materials science Ph.D. student. The research was funded
primarily by the Department of Energy Frontier Research Center for Advanced Solar Photophysics.

To read the full research paper entitled, "Hypervalent Surface Interactions for Colloidal Stability and
Doping of Silicon Nanocrystals," visit the Nature Communications website at
http://www.nature.com/ncomms/2013/130729/ncomms3197/full/ncomms3197.html.
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Existing Cropland Could Feed 4 Billion More
New University of Minnesota research shows reallocating croplands away from fuels and animal
feed could boost food available for people by 70 percent without clearing more land

Contacts: Mary Hoff, Institute on the Environment, maryhoff@umn.edu, (612) 626-2670
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (08/01/2013) —The world’s croplands could feed 4 billion more people
than they do now just by shifting from producing animal feed and biofuels to producing exclusively
food for human consumption, according to new research from the Institute on the Environment at
the University of Minnesota.

Even a smaller, partial shift from crop-intensive livestock such as feedlot beef to food animals such
as chicken or pork could increase agricultural efficiency and provide food for millions, the study
says.

"We essentially have uncovered an astoundingly abundant supply of food for a hungry world, hidden
in plain sight in the farmlands we already cultivate," says graduate research assistant Emily
Cassidy, lead author of the paper published in Environmental Research Letters. "Depending on the
extent to which farmers and consumers are willing to change current practices, existing croplands
could feed millions or even billions more people."  

Demand for crops is expected to double by 2050 as population grows and increasing affluence
boosts meat consumption. Meat takes a particularly big toll on food security because it takes up to
30 crop calories to produce a single calorie of meat. In addition, crops are increasingly being used
for biofuels rather than food production. This study sought to quantify the benefit to food security
that would accrue if some or all of the lands used to produce animal feed and fuel were reallocated
to directly produce food for people.

To get at that question, Cassidy and colleagues first mapped the extent and productivity of 41 major
crops between 1997 and 2003, adjusting numbers for imports and exports and calculating
conversion efficiencies of animal feed using U.S. Department of Agriculture data. The researchers
assumed humans need an average of 2,700 calories per day, and grazing lands and animals were
not included in the study. Among the team’s findings:

Only 12 percent of crop calories used for animal feed end up as calories consumed by humans.
Only 55 percent of crop calories worldwide directly nourish people.
Growing food exclusively for direct human consumption could boost available food calories up to 70
percent
U.S. agriculture alone could feed an additional 1 billion people by shifting crop calories to direct
human consumption.
When calculated on the basis of protein rather than calories, results were similar. For instance, of all
plant protein produced, 49 percent ends up in human diets.

In addition to the global findings, the research team looked at allocation of crop calories in four key
countries: India, China, Brazil and the U.S. They found that while India allocates 90 percent of
calories to feeding people, the other three allocate 58 percent, 45 percent, and 27 percent,
respectively.

Noting the major cultural and economic dimensions involved, the researchers acknowledged that
while a complete shift from animal to plant-based diets may not be feasible, even a partial shift
would benefit food security. Quantifying the impact of various strategies, they found that a shift from
crop-intensive beef to pork and chicken could feed an additional 357 million people, and a shift to
nonmeat diets that include eggs and milk could feed an additional 815 million people.

The researchers emphasized that they are not making diet prescriptions or recommendations, just
pointing out opportunities for gains in food production. They noted that humans can completely meet
protein needs with plant-based diets, but that crop systems would need to shift (e.g., toward more
production of protein-rich legumes) to meet human dietary needs.

"The good news is that we already produce enough calories to feed a few billion more people,"
Cassidy says. "As our planet gets more crowded or we experience disasters like droughts and
pests, we can find ways of using existing croplands more efficiently."

In addition to her role as Global Landscapes Initiative graduate research assistant with the Institute
on the Environment, Cassidy is a graduate student in the Natural Resources Science and
Management program in the University of Minnesota's College of Food, Agriculture and Natural
Resource Sciences.

To view a video explaining the research, please visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=LmBVbqEPeC0&feature=c4-overview&list=UUXzMUZRZtBE0GtF1RCOWMbw.

The University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment seeks lasting solutions to Earth's biggest
challenges through research, partnerships and leadership development. For more information, visit
environment.umn.edu.
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Ecological Society pays tribute to legendary Minnesota scientists

Media Note: Photos may be taken at the 9:30 a.m. break or when the program concludes at 11:30.
The News Service will make photos available to media the day of the event.

Who: Eville Gorham, Margaret Davis and Herbert E. Wright
What: 98  Annual Meeting of the Ecological Society of America 
Where: 205AB, Minneapolis Convention Center
When: Tuesday, Aug 6; 8:00 – 11:30 a.m.  

Contacts: Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801
Peggy Rinard, College of Biological Sciences, rinar001@umn.edu, (612) 624-0774

August 2, 2013

Three legendary scientists from the University of Minnesota will be recognized at the annual
Ecological Society of America (ESA) at the Minneapolis Convention Center Tuesday, August 6.

Eville Gorham, Margaret Davis and Herbert E. Wright, now retired, conducted groundbreaking
ecology research beginning in the 1960s that provided the basis for current research on climate
change, which is the theme of this year’s ESA meeting.

Eville Gorham
Gorham conducted basic research on peatlands in the 1960s that linked emissions from industrial
smokestacks to acid rain. He also discovered that fallout from nuclear testing had entered the food
chain and traveled to remote areas. The first discovery led to modifications of industrial plants that
eliminated sulfuric acid rain in many parts of the world. The second discovery was a stimulus for the
1963 Nuclear Test Ban Treaty.
http://www1.umn.edu/news/features/2006/UR_113435_REGION1.html

Margaret Davis
Using fossil records for pollen buried deep in the earth, Davis traced the formation of prehistoric
forests and the dynamics that drove their movement across continents. Her research, which showed
how climate change affected the development of plant ecosystems, informs current efforts to predict
the future effects of today’s climate change. She was the first woman from the University of
Minnesota elected to the National Academy of Sciences.
http://uawards.umn.edu/Award_Recipients/Honorary_Degree_Recipients/davism.html

Herbert E. Wright
Wright reconstructed environmental history in the context of human activity by interpreting data from
landforms, vegetation and fossil organisms in lake sediments in Minnesota, elsewhere in the U.S.,
Canada and many other parts of the world, including Iraq, Iran, Lebanon, Turkey, Greece, Bulgaria,
Scandinavia and the Andes. Scientists worldwide now use the coring system he designed to remove
sediments under lakes.

All three were elected to the National Academy of Sciences and appointed Regents Professors for
their accomplishments. Gorham and Davis are emeritus professors in the College of Biological
Sciences Department of Ecology, Evolution and Behavior. Wright is professor emeritus in the
College of Science and Engineering’s Department of Earth Sciences. He was Regents Professor of
Geology, Ecology and Limnology.

Symposium speakers will discuss the influence of these three scientists on current climate change
research and the future of sustainability. All speakers are alumni of the University of Minnesota
ecology graduate program who are now professors at other U.S. universities.

For more information, visit http://eco.confex.com/eco/2013/webprogram/Session8787.html.
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U of M launches record number of startup companies in fiscal
year 2013

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552
Erin Dennis, Office of the Vice President for Research, edennis@umn.edu, (612) 625-1515

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (08/02/2013) —A natural anti-inflammatory compound, a smartphone-
based breathalyzer and a plastic bead that cuts off the blood supply to cancerous tumors are just
three promising University of Minnesota technologies that were used to launch a record 14 startup
companies in fiscal year 2013. Last year, 12 startup companies were launched, breaking the
previous year’s record of nine.

In a climate of decreasing federal support for scientific research and increasing competition for
research grants, the University is working hard to ensure that its discoveries enter the marketplace
where they can have the most impact.

"At its core, this is about fulfilling our mission to pursue new knowledge that advances human health
and our economy," said University President Eric Kaler. "We are committed to partnering with
industry to foster an eco-system of innovation and entrepreneurship in Minnesota.  As a result,
these startups will move U research onto the marketplace and for the common good."

Since the Office for Technology Commercialization’s Venture Center was formed in 2006, a total of
52 startup companies have been created. Of that number, 41, or nearly 80 percent, of the
companies are still active—a very high success rate considering a 2012 study by Harvard Business
School’s Shikhar Ghosh showing that 75 percent of all startups fail.

Based on current activity in the Venture Center, the pace of startup creation will not be letting up
anytime soon. Another five startups are already in the negotiation stage and are on track to launch
in the first few months of fiscal year 2014. An additional 19 technologies are in various stages of the
startup pipeline.

"Our continued success as a research institution depends upon our ability to transfer knowledge
created at the University into the real world where it can have a direct impact on our society," said
Brian Herman, vice president for research. " Jay Schrankler and his team at the Venture Center are
doing a remarkable job of accelerating technology commercialization at the U in a very challenging
economic climate."

Below are the companies launched in fiscal year 2013, along with a short description of the
technology each company is commercializing and the inventor’s name and college:

Actives Factory: Natural anti-inflammatory compound for the cosmetics, dietary supplements and
pharmaceuticals industries. (Pavel Krasutsky/Natural Resources Research Institute)
Andas: Technology that communicates an accurate level of intoxication via breath analysis through
smart phones. (Steven Koester/Electrical and Computer Engineering, College of Science and
Engineering)
Applied Informatic Solutions (http://appliedinformaticsolutions.com/?110000): Informatics tools to
assist with the identification of high-value biomarkers. (Jason Nikas and Walter Low/Neurosurgery,
Medical School)
Ascenix Biotechnologies: Process to take sugar-based feedstocks and produce synthetic chemicals
for multiple uses, including production of high-value plastics. (Kechun Zhang/Chemical Engineering
and Materials Science, College of Science and Engineering)
EmboMedics (http://www.embomedics.com/home.html): Natural resorbable polymer bead used to
cut off the blood supply to tumor/cancer cells in the body. (Jafar Golzarian/Radiology, Medical
School)
Evidentia Health: Mayo Clinic and University of Minnesota-based health care IT company that
provides evidence-based clinical decision support tools for radiologists at the point of care. (Dan
Steinberger/Radiology, Medical School)
FocusStart (http://focusstart.com/): Handheld probe that can measure tension in soft tissues, such
as tendons and ligaments, during invasive orthopedic surgery. (Rajash Rajamani/Mechanical
Engineering, College of Science and Engineering)
Gy Biomedical (http://gybiomedical.com/): Non-invasive, cost-effective diagnostic and monitoring
test for an inflammatory disease of the esophagus. (Glenn Gourley/Pediatric Gastroenterology,
Medical School)
ID Genomics: Rapid assessment of virulent bacteria for potential organ failure in urgent care
settings. (James Johnson/Infectious Diseases, Medical School)
MEDules: Surgical training platforms that provide quantifiable feedback for medical students and
practicing physicians. (2013 Mechanical Design Class/College of Science and Engineering)
Novamela: Consortium of apple companies in Italy who cultivate and sell promising new apple
varieties including SweeTango©. (James Luby and David Bedford/Horticultural Science, College of
Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences)
ReMinD Technologies: Development, manufacturing and marketing of consumer technologies that
help patients and caregivers ensure medication adherence. (2012 Medical Device Fellows/Medical
Devices Center/College of Science and Engineering, Academic Health Center)
Universal Magnetic Systems (http://www.uelmn.org/2013/04/universal-magnetic-systemsllc/): High
moment magnetic nanoparticles for disease detection and diagnostic target separation. (Jian Ping
Wang/Electrical and Computer Engineering, College of Science and Engineering)
Veterinary Diagnostics and Therapeutics: Genetic test that assesses risk for rupture of the cranial
cruciate ligament in dogs. (Michael Conzemius/College of Veterinary Medicine)

About the Office for Technology Commercialization
The mission of the OTC is to facilitate the transfer of University of Minnesota research to licensees
for the development of new products and services that benefit the public good, foster economic
growth and generate revenue to support the University’s research and education mission.

See a full list of recent U of M startup companies.
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Sherlockians to gather at U of M
Sherlock Holmes Through Time and Place: An International Conference for Sherlockians takes
place Aug. 9-11

What: Sherlock Holmes Through Time and Place: An International Conference for Sherlockians 
When: 1:30 p.m. - 6 p.m., Friday, Aug. 9; 9 a.m. - 9 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 10; 9:30 a.m. - Noon,
Sunday, Aug. 11 
Where: Friday: Room 120, Elmer L. Andersen Library, 222 21st Ave S., Minneapolis (West Bank);
Saturday & Sunday: The Pinnacle Ballroom at The Commons Hotel, 615 Washington Ave SE,
Minneapolis (East Bank)

Contacts: Mark Engebretson, U of M Libraries, enge@umn.edu, 612-625-9148
Tim Johnson, Curator, U of M Sherlock Holmes Collection, johns976@umn.edu, (612) 624-3552

August 6, 2013

Held every three years at the University of Minnesota, Sherlock Holmes Through Time and Place:
An International Conference for Sherlockians, features presentations by a group of international
Sherlockians, including members of the Baker Street Irregulars, the literary society "dedicated to the
study of Sherlock Holmes, Dr. Watson, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, and the Victorian world."

The Sherlock Holmes Collections at the U of M constitute the world’s largest gathering of material
related to Sherlock Holmes and his creator Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, which is why the annual
conference, expected to draw nearly 150 this year, is held in Minneapolis.

Of special note is the panel discussion Sunday, Aug. 11, 10:30 a.m., at The Pinnacle Ballroom at
The Commons Hotel, 615 Washington Ave. SE., Minneapolis, titled: "May I introduce Mr. Holmes:
Connecting new audiences to the Canon." Panelists will touch on the recent tussles between the
established "devotees" of the original Sherlock Holmes books and the "fans" of modern Sherlock
Holmes films and television programs. 

Les Klinger – considered one of the world’s foremost authorities on Sherlock Holmes, the Victorian
era and Dracula – will speak at the conference banquet on Saturday, 7 p.m. also at the Commons
Hotel. Klinger is the editor of the three-volume collection of the short stories and novels, "The New
Annotated Sherlock Holmes."

Also featured will be a dramatic performance by the Red-Throated League of the Norwegian
Explorers, a silent auction of selected duplicate items from the University’s Sherlock Holmes
collections and an exhibit of rare and unique materials from the collections.

The conference runs from 1:30 p.m. - 6 p.m. in room 120 of the Elmer L. Andersen Library, 222 21st
Ave S., Minneapolis (West Bank) then continues Saturday, Aug. 10 (9 a.m. - 9 p.m.) and Sunday,
Aug. 11 (9:30 a.m. - Noon) in the Pinnacle Ballroom at The Commons Hotel.

To arrange interview opportunities, please contact Mark Engebretson or Tim Johnson.

For more information, please click here.

The conference is sponsored by the Norwegian Explorers of Minnesota and the Friends of the
Sherlock Holmes Collections at the University of Minnesota.
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Supply Chain Energy Efficiency Critical to Reducing Carbon
Footprint
New report offers strategies business, government, nonprofits and the financial community can use
to boost life cycle energy efficiency

Contacts: Jennifer Schmitt, NorthStar Initiative for Sustainable Enterprise,
jenniferschmitt@umn.edu, (612) 626-3637
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (08/07/2013) —Companies that want to reduce their carbon footprint
need to pay attention to the energy they use. But at least as important – and in some cases even
more so – is paying attention to the energy used by links in their supply chain.

The University of Minnesota Institute on the Environment’s NorthStar Initiative for Sustainable
Enterprise, along with the Environmental Defense Fund, provide valuable suggestions on why and
how to do so in a new report, Supply Chain Energy Efficiency: Engaging Small & Medium Entities in
Global Production Systems.

Based on a two-day workshop tapping the brains of 31 representatives of energy service
companies, financers, retailers, nongovernmental organi zations, government and academia from
around the world, the report provides an intriguing look into thinking about industrial energy
efficiency within the system of a supply chain, and highlights opportunities for corresponding cost-,
reputation- and energy-saving improvements.

"The industrial sector consumes nearly one-third of all global primary energy and the opportunities
for improving energy efficiency in the industrial sector are vast," says symposium organizer and
researcher Jennifer Schmitt.

To realize these opportunities we must manage energy across organizations, industry sectors,
supply chains and regions, which will require significant new and increasingly more transparent
data, common metrics and analytics. Public and private collaboration will be crucial to reduce the
transaction costs of implementing supply chain energy efficiency, particularly with regard to credit
enhancement, technology provider accreditation and governmental policies.

The report highlights four recommendations coming out of the symposium that span across the
many actors involved in saving a kilowatt hour:

1. Engage leading companies to identify high-quality suppliers for pilot supply chain energy
efficiency improvements.

2. Create one or more sector-based collaborations for improving supply chain energy efficiency by
assembling groups of peer manufacturers within a supply chain and using benchmarking, process
capability analysis and best practice sharing to identify and improve energy efficiency and industry
competitiveness.

3. Increase transparency and standardization of energy use, audits and supply chain information.

4. Create finance and credit risk approaches and models for portfolio-level energy efficiency and
energy management projects.

"These recommendations, coming out of our discussions at the symposium, provide an
unprecedented ability to characterize and benchmark sector-level and facility-level energy savings
opportunities, share knowledge in ways that allow for the flexible application of technological and
organizational information in a supply chain environment, and coordinate resources across regions
and across public and private actors," Schmitt says. "Approaching energy efficiency through the
supply chain holds great potential for both carbon and financial savings."

To view and download a copy of the report, go to z.umn.edu/scee

The University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment seeks lasting solutions to Earth's biggest
challenges through research, partnerships and leadership development. For more information, visit
environment.umn.edu.

The NorthStar Initiative for Sustainable Enterprise, a program of the Institute on the Environment at
the University of Minnesota, works with private sector partners to identify and overcome systemic
obstacles to achieving a truly sustainable economy. For more information, visit
environment.umn.edu/northstar.

Environmental Defense Fund, a leading national nonprofit organization, creates transformational
solutions to the most serious environmental problems. EDF links science, economics, law and
innovative private-sector partnerships. Connect with them on Twitter (@EDFbiz) and the EDF
Business Blog
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University of Minnesota researchers advance a new crop plant
that could change agriculture in Minnesota and beyond

Contacts: Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801
Peggy Rinard, College of Biological Sciences, rinar001@umn.edu, (612) 624-0774

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (08/09/2013) —A humble weed called pennycress may be poised to
provide significant economic and environmental benefits to farmers in Minnesota and other states
with cold winters.

The plant, which grows wild in Minnesota, has potential as a ground cover that could be planted
after other crops are harvested and grow early in spring to prevent soil erosion caused by rain,
which pollutes waterways. And there’s a bonus: oils in pennycress seeds could potentially be used
to make biofuels.

Plant biology graduate student Kevin Dorn has identified all of the estimated 33,873 genes in the
pennycress genome, which is a huge step towards selecting genes for traits that will realize the
plant’s agricultural potential. The results will be published online by The Plant Journal on Monday,
August 12.

"Adding pennycress to a traditional cropping system addresses both the large-scale environmental
issues caused by traditional agriculture and the dilemma of using land for food or fuel. It wouldn’t
displace food crops," Dorn said.

Dorn’s advisor is David Marks, a professor of plant biology in the College of Biological Sciences.
Don Wyse, professor of agronomy and plant genetics in the College of Food, Agriculture and
Natural Resource Sciences, who has a longstanding interest in pennycress, asked Marks to
collaborate because of his expertise in plant genomics. Dorn carried out the work of identifying and
sequencing the genes.

Pennycress, which grows wild in Minnesota, only recently became a prospective crop plant. So the
agricultural plants are just a few generations away from their wild ancestors and there’s lots of room
for improvement. Fortunately, scientists can improve pennycress a lot faster than the thousands of
years it has taken to improve species like corn or wheat.

A member of the mustard family, pennycress (Thlaspi arvense L.) is native to the Mediterranean
region. It was introduced to the US in the 1700s and grows wild from Canada to Mexico. It is not
invasive and coexists peacefully with crop plants. Over the past several years there has been a
grass roots effort to develop pennycress, which thus far hasn’t attracted significant attention from
the agricultural industry.

"The development of field pennycress as a crop is part of the University of Minnesota Forever
Green Agriculture Initiative," says Wyse. "The Initiative is designed to develop new winter crops that
will enhance yields of summer crops, enable production of new commodities, enhance soil quality
and wildlife habitat, and improve our water resources." 

Some of the genes that Dorn and his advisors have already discovered control levels of chemicals
called glucosinolates in the seeds. If plant breeders can reduce glucosinolate levels, the seeds
could be used for animal feed after they've been pressed for oil. Other genes control flowering time.
These will help the researchers produce plants that develop earlier in spring.

Basic research in plant biology has made researchers' jobs much easier. Pennycress has many
genes in common with Arabidopsis thaliana, the lab rat of the plant science world. Decades of
federally-funded research have given scientists a fundamental understanding of what functions and
traits Arabidopsis genes control. Now that research is paying off. The similarity of Arabidopsis genes
to pennycress genes give researchers clues about functions of pennycress genes.

"This is a perfect example of using knowledge gained from basic research to find practical solutions
to problems facing society," Marks says.

Where do they go from here? The next step will be to induce natural genetic variations in tens of
thousands pennycress plants and screen them for genes that will suppress undesirable traits and
promote desirable traits. The researchers will use traditional breeding strategies to introduce
selected genes into plants for agricultural use.  

"These are standard approaches that have been used to improve crops for a long time. This isn't
genetic modification," says Dorn.

But thanks to the U of M researchers, pennycress breeders will know what genes they're looking for,
which will speed up the process.

Dorn and Marks expect to complete sequencing of the pennycress genome and publish their results
within the next few months. Knowing the sequence will help them understand more about the
function of individual genes.
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University of Minnesota to hold emergency training exercise
Aug. 14
Effort will allow U of M and partner agencies to test coordinated emergency response

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (08/12/2013) —The University of Minnesota will lead an emergency
training exercise with its Minneapolis, Hennepin County and other partner agencies on the West
Bank of its Twin Cities campus beginning at 9 a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 14. The exercise will be held
in the Regis Center for Art (both East and West buildings, located at 405 and 418 21  Ave. S.,
Minneapolis, respectively).

Residents of West Bank neighborhoods, visitors to campus and others nearby should be aware that
if they see police activity at this location on Wednesday, Aug. 14, there is NOT an actual emergency.

This training exercise will allow emergency personnel from the University and its many agency
partners to continue to be well prepared should there be a major incident on campus.

"The University has a strong and ongoing partnership with public safety agencies at the city, county,
state and federal levels," said University of Minnesota Police Chief Greg Hestness. "A joint exercise
is a responsible and proactive training method to ensure the continued safety of University students,
faculty, staff and the surrounding community."

Though the public will not be in danger during the training exercise, residents of West Bank
neighborhoods and those coming to campus should expect the following:

Extra police activity on the University of Minnesota campus;
Law enforcement and emergency response vehicles parked in University parking lot C94, located at
Riverside Ave. and 21  Ave S. and in surrounding areas;
Emergency sirens and announcements on the University’s emergency sound system related to the
exercise.

Additionally, the following streets and parking lots will be closed to vehicle and pedestrian traffic on
Wednesday, Aug. 14:

21  Ave. S. from S. 4  St. to Riverside Ave.
S. 5  St. from 21  Ave. S. to 22  Ave. S.
University of Minnesota parking lots 94 and C-95

The training exercise is expected to last until mid-afternoon. It is not a public viewing event and
individuals loitering around the perimeter of the Regis Center will be asked to leave to ensure that
emergency responders can focus on the exercise.

Several agencies are participating, including the University of Minnesota Department of Emergency
Management, Minneapolis Police Department, Minneapolis Fire Department, Minneapolis Public
Works, Minneapolis SWAT, East Metro SWAT, Metro Transit Police Department, Hennepin County
Emergency Management, Hennepin County Medical Center, Hennepin County Sherriff’s Office and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

"The University is an integral part of the greater community, and it is our responsibility to work with
our partners to enhance safety both on campus and beyond its boundaries," Hestness said.
"Bringing multiple agencies together in a training environment is critical to this shared goal.

"On behalf of the University, I extend my sincere gratitude to our partners on all levels for their
continued collaboration. I also wish to thank the faculty and staff of the Regis Center for Art for
graciously providing the training space," Hestness said.
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U of M to host international cold climate wine competition

Media Note: Reporters and photographers are welcome to interview and film the judges between
11:30 and 12 noon; after that the judging area is closed to everyone but the judges.  To arrange
interviews outside this time frame, please contact Gordon Rouse or Gary Gardner. A list of winning
entries will be available Friday evening.

What: The International Cold Climate Wine Competition
When: 11:30 a.m. to noon, Friday, Aug. 16
Where: Continuing Education and Conference Center, 1890 Buford Ave., St. Paul campus of the
University of Minnesota

Contacts: Becky Beyers, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
bbeyers@umn.edu, (612) 626-5754
Gordon Rouse, gfrouse@gmail.com, (651) 636-3039
Gary Gardner, ggardner@umn.edu, (612) 600-4855 

August 14, 2013

A panel of experts will taste and judge nearly 300 wines from 66 commercial wineries in 12 states
and Canada on Friday, Aug. 16, on the University of Minnesota’s St. Paul campus. The competition
is the only such event for wines made from fruit grown in cold climates.
 
The fifth annual competition is a partnership between the Minnesota Grape Growers Association
and the University of Minnesota, which developed several of the cold-hardy grapes used to make
the wines in the competition.  

The awards will be based on blind tastings by 21 expert judges. Judges include prominent wine
writers, restaurateurs, retailers and wine educators.  Seven three-judge panels will determine the
initial awards, with top-scoring wines evaluated by all 21 judges for "best of" categories and the
Governor’s Cup award.

The "Minnesota Governor’s Cup" award will go to the Minnesota grape wine placing highest in the
competition.  

Only professional wineries are eligible to compete. The Minnesota State Fair’s annual winemaking
competition, with categories for amateur winemakers, continues as a separate entity. 

For further details on the event, see www.mngrapegrowers.com/competition.
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Female frogs
prefer males
who can
multitask

Contacts: Brooke
Dillon, University
News Service,
bldillon@umn.edu,
(612) 624-2801
Peggy Rinard,
College of Biological
Sciences,
rinar001@umn.edu,
(612) 624-0774

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (08/15/2013) —From frogs to humans, selecting a mate is complicated. 
Females of many species judge suitors based on many indicators of health or parenting potential.
But it can be difficult for males to produce multiple signals that demonstrate these qualities
simultaneously.

In a study of gray tree frogs, a team of University of Minnesota researchers discovered that females
prefer males whose calls reflect the ability to multitask effectively.  In this species (Hyla
chrysoscelis) males produce "trilled" mating calls that consist of a string of pulses.

Typical calls can range in duration from 20-40 pulses per call and occur between 5-15 calls per
minute. Males face a trade-off between call duration and call rate, but females preferred calls that
are longer and more frequent, which is no simple task.

The findings were published in August issue of Animal Behavior.

"It’s kind of like singing and dancing at the same time," says Jessica Ward, a postdoctoral
researcher who is lead author for the study. Ward works in the laboratory of Mark Bee, a professor
in the College of Biological Sciences’ Department of Ecology, Evolution and Behavior.

The study supports the multitasking hypothesis, which suggests that females prefer males who can
do two or more hard-to-do things at the same time because these are especially good quality males,
Ward says.  The hypothesis, which explores how multiple signals produced by males influence
female behavior, is a new area of interest in animal behavior research.

By listening to recordings of 1,000 calls, Ward and colleagues learned that males are indeed forced
to trade off call duration and call rate. That is, males that produce relatively longer calls only do so at
relatively slower rates.

"It's easy to imagine that we humans might also prefer multitasking partners, such as someone who
can successfully earn a good income, cook dinner, manage the finances and get the kids to soccer
practice on time."

The study was carried out in connection with Bee’s research goal, which is understanding how
female frogs are able to distinguish individual mating calls from a large chorus of males. By
comparison, humans, especially as we age, lose the ability to distinguish individual voices in a
crowd. This phenomenon, called the "cocktail party" problem, is often the first sign of a diminishing
ability to hear. Understanding how frogs hear could lead to improved hearing aids.

College of Biological Sciences faculty conduct research in all areas of biology, from molecules to
ecosystems, which supports applications in medicine, renewable energy, agriculture and
biotechnology. The college offers degree programs in biochemistry, molecular biology and
biophysics; genetics, cell biology and development; ecology, evolution and (animal) behavior; plant
biology; microbiology and neurosciences. Admission to undergraduate programs is highly
competitive.
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Millner Heritage Little Iza wine takes top honors at cold-climate
competition

Contacts: Gordon Rouse, gfrouse@iccwc.org, (651) 636-3039 
Gary Gardner, ggardner@umn.edu, (612) 600-4855 

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (08/16/2013) —2012 Little Iza wine, made from La Crescent grapes,
from Millner Heritage Vineyard and Winery in Kimball, Minnesota, won the coveted Minnesota
Governor’s Cup trophy at the 2013 International Cold Climate Wine Competition (ICCWC), held
today at the University of Minnesota’s Conference Center in Saint Paul, MN.

The Minnesota Governor’s Cup, a lovely large silver ice bucket, recognizes the "Best of Show" or
top prize of all Minnesota gold-winning wines. This is the fifth year the traveling trophy has been
awarded.

La Crescent wine from Parallel 44 of Kewaunee Wisconsin won the "Best of Show" award for the
top white wine.  Other "Best of Show" awards went to the Shelburne Vineyard, Shelburne Vermont,
for the third year in a row for their 2011 Marquette Reserve in the best red category and to the
Illinois Sparkling Company, Peru Illinois, with their "Stereo" sparkling wine blend of La Crescent and
Frontenac Gris in the best specialty wine category.

This year’s competition included nearly 300 wines from commercial wineries in 12 states and
Canada. Awards were based on blind tastings by 21 expert judges, who include wine writers,
restaurateurs, retailers and wine educators. Three-judge panels determined the initial awards, with
the top-scoring Best of Show wines evaluated by seven-judge panels and all 21 judges for the
Minnesota Governor’s Cup award.

The ICCWC is a partnership between the Minnesota Grape Growers Association and the University
of Minnesota, which developed several of the cold-hardy grapes used to make the wines in the
competition. It is coordinated by Gordon Rouse, AWS Certified Judge, of the Minnesota Grape
Growers Association (MGGA), Gary Gardner, Professor of Horticultural Science in the University’s
College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences, and Katie Cook, University of
Minnesota Enologist.  Sponsors include the Minnesota Farm Winery Association and the Ramada
Plaza Minneapolis Hotel.

The competition is open to commercial wineries meeting the criteria for cold-hardy grape or fruit
content. In 2013, a total of 15 Gold, 55 Silver, and 93 Bronze medals were awarded. In addition,
"Best of Show" designations were awarded to wines rated as the finest in various areas. 

State Winery Wine Name Category Entered

GOLD

IA Train Wreck Winery Kate Specialty: Red - Sweet/Dessert

IL Galena Cellars Apple Wine Non-Grape: Apple & Pear

IL Galena Cellars Illinois Marquette Single Varietal: Marquette

IL Illinois Sparkling Co. Dollface Rose Specialty: Sparkling Grape

IL Illinois Sparkling Co. Heirloom Specialty: Sparkling Grape

IL Illinois Sparkling Co. Stereo Specialty: Sparkling Grape

MN Chankaska Creek Ranch
& Winery

MN Marquette
Reserve Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Millner Heritage Vineyard
& Winery Little Iza Single Varietal: La Crescent

MN Parley Lake Winery Frontenac Gris Single Varietal: Frontenac Gris

MN Parley Lake Winery Marquette Limited
Edition Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Parley Lake Winery Parley Vu Rose Single Varietal: Frontenac Gris

VT Shelburne Vineyard Marquette Reserve Single Varietal: Marquette

WI Dancing Dragonfly
Winery Ballet Semi-Sweet White: Single

Varietal and Blends

WI Parallel 44 LaCrescent Single Varietal: La Crescent

WI Wollersheim Winery Prairie Blush Blush/Rose: Single Varietal and
Blends

SILVER

IA Fireside Winery LaCrosse Single Varietal: LaCrosse

IA Train Wreck Winery Caboose Specialty: White - Sweet/Late
Harvest/Dessert

IL August Hill Winery Berlyn Single Varietal: Frontenac

IL August Hill Winery Hieland Red Dry Red: Single Varietal and
Blends

 Galena Cellars Eric the Red Single Varietal: Marechal Foch

MI Leigh's Garden Winery Old Escanaba Semi-Sweet Red: Single Varietal
and Blends

MN Cannon River Winery GoGo Red Semi-Sweet Red: Single Varietal
and Blends

MN Cannon River Winery Sogn Blanc Semi-Sweet White: Single
Varietal and Blends

MN Cannon River Winery Sogn Blush Blush/Rose: Single Varietal and
Blends

MN Cannon River Winery St. Pepin Single Varietal: St. Pepin

MN Carlos Creek Winery Harvest White Semi-Sweet White: Single
Varietal and Blends

MN Chankaska Creek Ranch
& Winery American Marquette Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Chankaska Creek Ranch
& Winery Kasota Rose Blush/Rose: Single Varietal and

Blends

MN Chankaska Creek Ranch
& Winery MN Marquette Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Four Daughters Vineyard
and Winery Brianna Single Varietal: Brianna

MN Four Daughters Vineyard
and Winery Nude Etude Single Varietal: Frontenac Gris

MN Garvin Heights Vineyards GHV Frontenac Rose Single Varietal: Frontenac Rosé

MN Garvin Heights Vineyards GHV La Crescent Single Varietal: La Crescent

MN Hinterland Vineyards and
Winery Frontenac Reserve Single Varietal: Frontenac

MN Hinterland Vineyards and
Winery LaCrescent Single Varietal: La Crescent

MN Indian Island Winery LaCrescent Single Varietal: La Crescent

MN Indian Island Winery Maiden Blush Blush/Rose: Single Varietal and
Blends

MN Millner Heritage Vineyard
& Winery Draga Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Millner Heritage Vineyard
& Winery Salier Semi-Sweet White: Single

Varietal and Blends

MN Painted Prairie Vineyard Frontenac Single Varietal: Frontenac

MN Schram Vineyards Marquette Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Sovereign Estate Wine La Crescent Single Varietal: La Crescent

MN Warehouse Winery St. Croix Single Varietal: St. Croix

MN Whispering Oaks Winery Elegance Blush/Rose: Single Varietal and
Blends

MN Whispering Oaks Winery La Crescent Single Varietal: La Crescent

NE Feather River Vineyards Feather River Winter
White Single Varietal: St. Pepin

NE Glacial Till Vineyard &
Winery Prairie Fire Specialty: Red- Fortified

NE Mac's Creek Vineyards &
Winery Poncu Specialty: Red- Fortified

NY Coyote Moon Vineyards Casa Papa Red Semi-Sweet Red: Single Varietal
and Blends

NY Coyote Moon Vineyards Island Mama Dry White: Single Varietal and
Blends

NY Coyote Moon Vineyards Marquette Special
Reserve

Dry Red: Single Varietal and
Blends

NY Coyote Moon Vineyards Twisted Sister Specialty: Red - Sweet/Dessert

NY The Cape Winery Frontenac Single Varietal: Frontenac

NY Tug Hill Vineyards 43 Degrees Lat Red Single Varietal: Marquette

NY Tug Hill Vineyards Frontenac Gris Single Varietal: Frontenac Gris

QB CasaBreton inc. Le Celeste Non-Grape: Sparkling Fruit

QC Coteau St-Paul São Paulo Specialty: White - Fortified

QC Vignoble Le Chat Botte Red Straw Wine
Limited Edition Specialty: Red - Sweet/Dessert

SD Belle Joli Marquette Single Varietal: Marquette

SD Tucker's Walk Vineyard LaCrescent Single Varietal: La Crescent

VT East Shore Vineyard Frontenac Rosé Single Varietal: Frontenac

VT East Shore Vineyard Louise Swenson Dry White: Single Varietal and
Blends

VT East Shore Vineyard Marquette Single Varietal: Marquette

VT Shelburne Vineyard Marquette Single Varietal: Marquette

VT Shelburne Vineyard Whimsey Meadow
Rose

Blush/Rose: Single Varietal and
Blends

WI Danzinger Vineyards King Cranberry Non-Grape: Fruit/grape blends

WI Danzinger Vineyards White Velvet Single Varietal: Frontenac Gris

WI Door 44 M Semi-Sweet Red: Single Varietal
and Blends

 Parallel 44 Rosso Single Varietal: Marechal Foch

WI Villa Bellezza Winery and
Vineyards Pepin Nouveau Single Varietal: Frontenac

BRONZE

IA Fireside Winery Glow Specialty: White - Sweet/Late
Harvest/Dessert

IA Tassel Ridge Winery Iowa Edelweiss Single Varietal: Edelweiss

IA Train Wreck Winery Oak Tie Single Varietal: Frontenac Gris

IA Train Wreck Winery Orphan Train Blush/Rose: Single Varietal and
Blends

IA Vine Street Cellars Blackberry Non-Grape: Berry

IL Galena Cellars Cherry Wine Non-Grape: Stone Fruit

IL Illinois Sparkling Co. Sparkling Brut Specialty: Sparkling Grape

MI Leigh's Garden Winery Bay de Noc Red Specialty: Red - Sweet/Dessert

MI Leigh's Garden Winery Marechal Foch Single Varietal: Marechal Foch

MI Northern Sun Winery Marquette Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Burr Vineyards Chippewa Red Dry Red: Single Varietal and
Blends

MN Cannon River Winery Winter Ice Specialty: White - Sweet/Late
Harvest/Dessert

MN Carlos Creek Winery Apple Non-Grape: Apple & Pear

MN Carlos Creek Winery Marquette Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Chankaska Creek Ranch
& Winery American Marquette Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Chankaska Creek Ranch
& Winery Marquette Reserve Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Chankaska Creek Ranch
& Winery

MN "LOTV"
Marquette Reserve Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Doppeleichen Vineyards HailStorm Semi-Sweet White: Single
Varietal and Blends

MN Doppeleichen Vineyards La Crescent Single Varietal: La Crescent

MN Doppeleichen Vineyards Marquette Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Flower Valley Vineyard Frontenac Gris Single Varietal: Frontenac Gris

MN Flower Valley Vineyard La Crescent Single Varietal: La Crescent

MN Four Daughters Vineyard
and Winery Marechal Foch Rosé Blush/Rose: Single Varietal and

Blends

MN Four Daughters Vineyard
and Winery

Marquette - Black
Cap Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Hinterland Vineyards and
Winery Marquette Reserve Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Indian Island Winery Frontenac Rose Single Varietal: Frontenac Rosé

MN Indian Island Winery Marquette Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Indian Island Winery Napin-Nagi Specialty: Red- Fortified

MN Millner Heritage Vineyard
& Winery Schatzi Specialty: Sparkling Grape

MN Next Chapter Winery Velvet Vines Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Parley Lake Winery Brianna Breeze Single Varietal: Brianna

MN Parley Lake Winery Frontenac Dessert
Wine Specialty: Red- Fortified

MN Parley Lake Winery Frontenac Gris -
Limited Edition Single Varietal: Frontenac Gris

MN Parley Lake Winery Frontenac Limited
Edition Single Varietal: Frontenac

MN Parley Lake Winery La Crescent Single Varietal: La Crescent

MN Parley Lake Winery Marquette Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Richwood Winery Richwood Frontenac
Rosé Single Varietal: Frontenac Rosé

MN Richwood Winery Richwood Lady
Slipper

Semi-Sweet White: Single
Varietal and Blends

MN River View Winery Brianna Single Varietal: Brianna

MN River View Winery Frontenac Single Varietal: Frontenac

MN River View Winery Frontenac Gris Single Varietal: Frontenac Gris

MN Saint Croix Vineyards Frontenac Single Varietal: Frontenac

MN Saint Croix Vineyards Frontenac Gris Single Varietal: Frontenac Gris

MN Sovereign Estate Wine Marquette Single Varietal: Marquette

MN Sovereign Estate Wine Patina Gris Specialty: White - Sweet/Late
Harvest/Dessert

MN Wild Mountain Winery Arrowhead Dry Red: Single Varietal and
Blends

MN Wild Mountain Winery LaCrescent Single Varietal: La Crescent

NE Feather River Vineyards Feather River
Rendevous Single Varietal: Frontenac

NE Feather River Vineyards Harvest Red Semi-Sweet Red: Single Varietal
and Blends

NE Glacial Till Vineyard &
Winery Edelweiss Semi-Sweet White: Single

Varietal and Blends

NE Glacial Till Vineyard &
Winery LaCrosse Single Varietal: LaCrosse

NE Mac's Creek Vineyards &
Winery Celtic Aire Single Varietal: LaCrosse

NE Mac's Creek Vineyards &
Winery Fruit of the Vine Single Varietal: Frontenac

NE Mac's Creek Vineyards &
Winery Spring Mist Semi-Sweet Red: Single Varietal

and Blends

NV Tahoe Ridge Winery LaCrosse Single Varietal: LaCrosse

NY Coyote Moon Vineyards Brianna Single Varietal: Brianna

NY Coyote Moon Vineyards Frontenac Gris Single Varietal: Frontenac Gris

NY Coyote Moon Vineyards Marquette Single Varietal: Marquette

NY Tug Hill Vineyards 43 degrees Lat White Semi-Sweet White: Single
Varietal and Blends

NY Tug Hill Vineyards Black Ice Specialty: White - Sweet/Late
Harvest/Dessert

NY Tug Hill Vineyards Blueberry Non-Grape: Berry

NY Tug Hill Vineyards LaCrescent Single Varietal: La Crescent

NY Tug Hill Vineyards Lake Effect Semi-Sweet White: Single
Varietal and Blends

NY Tug Hill Vineyards White Out Single Varietal: Frontenac

QB CasaBreton inc. Le Leger Non-Grape: Sparkling Fruit

QC Coteau St-Paul Sieur de Sabrevois Dry Red: Single Varietal and
Blends

SD Tucker's Walk Vineyard Frontenac Gris Single Varietal: Frontenac Gris

VT Boyden Valley Winery Vermont Ice Cider Non-Grape: Apple & Pear

VT East Shore Vineyard LaCrescent Single Varietal: La Crescent

VT Shelburne Vineyard Louise Swenson Dry White: Single Varietal and
Blends

WI Armstrong Apples
Orchard & Wine True Blue Non-Grape: Berry

WI Dancing Dragonfly
Winery Conga Semi-Sweet Red: Single Varietal

and Blends

WI Dancing Dragonfly
Winery Pirouette Single Varietal: La Crescent

WI Dancing Dragonfly
Winery Tango Non-Grape: Berry

WI Danzinger Vineyards Bluff Top Breeze Single Varietal: Brianna

WI Danzinger Vineyards Marquette Single Varietal: Marquette

WI Danzinger Vineyards Sunset Ridge Single Varietal: Frontenac

WI Danzinger Vineyards Thin Ice Specialty: White - Sweet/Late
Harvest/Dessert

WI Danzinger Vineyards Waumandee White Single Varietal: La Crescent

WI Door 44 F2 Semi-Sweet Red: Single Varietal
and Blends

WI Door 44 Red Door Semi-Sweet Red: Single Varietal
and Blends

WI Door 44 Sunburst Blush/Rose: Single Varietal and
Blends

WI Parallel 44 Frontenac Specialty: Red - Sweet/Dessert

WI Parallel 44 Glacier Red Semi-Sweet Red: Single Varietal
and Blends

WI Paralle 44 Glacier White Semi-Sweet White: Single
Varietal and Blends

WI Parallel 44 Late Harvest St.
Pepin

Specialty: White - Sweet/Late
Harvest/Dessert

WI Parallel 44 Petite Pearl Dry Red: Single Varietal and
Blends

WI Sandstone Ridge
Vineyard & Winery Frontenac Dessert Specialty: Red- Fortified

WI Sandstone Ridge
Vineyard & Winery Frontenac Gris Single Varietal: Frontenac Gris

WI Seven Hawks Vineyards Hunters Blend Semi-Sweet Red: Single Varietal
and Blends

WI Villa Bellezza Winery and
Vineyards Cotes du Pepin Red Single Varietal: Marechal Foch

WI Villa Bellezza Winery and
Vineyards Dolce White Specialty: White - Sweet/Late

Harvest/Dessert

WI Wollersheim Winery Domaine du Sac Single Varietal: Marechal Foch
 

2013 Competition Judges:

Aaron Berdofe, Wine Writer
Nick Barth, Sommelier; Owner, Cru Wine Specialists
Bradley Beam, Enology Specialist, Illinois
Jenny Breen, Chef-Educator, University of Minnesota, Good Life Catering
Lindsay Bryda, Mixology Consultant
Scott Davis, Co-owner, Toast Wine Bar in Minneapolis; 45th Parallel Distillery
Murli Dharmadhikari, Ph.D, Enologist, Iowa State University
Gaëlle Dubé, Agronomist
John Garland, Wine Writer, The Heavy Table
Michael Grabner, Wine Buyer/manager, Century Wine and Spirits
Greg Hallberg, Enologist, Wine Educator, Restauranteur
Beth Jones, Executive Chef, Campus Club
Steve Kroll, Purple Foot President and Wine Judge
Tracy LeTourneau, Owner, Terra Waconia Restaurant
Leslee D. Miller, Sommelier, Owner, Amusée wine consulting firm
Christian Nesheim, Owner, Vinifera Wines, Aces.
Bob Parke, Author, Northern Winework
Karine Pedneault, CDBQ
Peter Plaen, Sommelier & Wine Specialist, Wirtz Beverage MN
Troy Stark, Sunfish, Cellars, Wine Blogger
Amanda Stewart, Asst. Professor of Enology & Fermentation, Virginia Tech University
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Media Advisory: University of Minnesota Marching Band's Spat
Camp August 21-30

Contacts: Tessa Eagan, College of Liberal Arts, teagan@umn.edu, 612-625-3781

August 19, 2013

Also known as "The Pride of Minnesota," the Marching Band is a 121-year tradition at the University
of Minnesota, delighting audiences since 1892. Spat Camp is an intensive week and a half of
practice that marks the beginning of the Marching Band season.

Upcoming highlights of Spat Camp 2013:

Wednesday, August 21, 9 a.m. - Noon
110 new members are dropped off at the residence hall by their parents. They check-in to begin
their careers in the band and then head over to the stadium to get lockers, instruments, etc.

Thursday, August 23, 6:45 p.m.
Music rehearsal for the 110 new members. After the first joint rehearsal happens, the group will
march across campus for the first time (road construction permitting).

Sunday, August 25, 3 p.m. 
Teaching one of our signature moves, the rotating of the Block M, for the first time.

Sunday, August 25, 7 p.m.
Teaching the Battle Hymn sequence, a 50+ year old tradition in pregame.

Monday, August 26, 9 a.m. 
Teaching the formation of the Block M in pregame for the first time.

Wednesday, August 28, 9 a.m. 
Run through of the 16 minute pregame show for the first time

Friday, August 30, 7 p.m.
State Fair parade routine practice

Sunday, September 1, 2 p.m. 
State Fair parade

Please contact Tessa Eagan to coordinate a visit to any of these Spat Camp activities.

© 2009–2014 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.
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U of M to open new, 17th Ave. Residence Hall
Media invited for a sneak peek on Friday, Aug. 23

Media Note: Media are invited to take a sneak peek tour from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 23
at the residence hall, located at 326 17  Ave. S.E., Minneapolis. For media attending Friday’s
tour, please park in the 4  St. ramp (1625 4th St. S.E., Minneapolis) and enter through the
doors on 17  Ave.

Contacts: Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (08/20/2013) —Intentionally designed and developed to foster
community among residents, and built to emphasize energy efficiency, regional materials and long-
term sustainability, the University of Minnesota is set to welcome its first students to the 17  Ave.
Residence Hall. The building is the U’s first new, on-campus residence hall since Mark G. Yudof Hall
opened in 2002.

The six-story, co-educational hall features a new Fresh Food Company restaurant, two chapter
rooms and housing for Greek organizations, as well as many features current University students
have come to expect.

"This residence hall is so much more than just a place to sleep," said University Housing and
Residential Life Director Laurie McLaughlin. "Students can interact, socialize and study in a variety
of unique common areas within the hall. The opportunity to share experiences and develop
friendships in a comfortable, welcoming environment will help students achieve success in the
classroom and adjust to college life."

More than 600 students will begin moving into their new 17  Ave. Residence Hall rooms on
Monday, Aug. 26.

Housing
The 17  Ave. Residence Hall includes 311 student rooms, 289 of which are double-occupancy
rooms and will house a mix of first year and upper division University students.

Four Living Learning Communities (LLCs) will also be located in the hall, including the Second Year
Experience LLC, Pillar House LLC (a community for first year students interested in becoming a
member of a Greek organization), Leaders in Transition LLC (a community for transfer students)
and the Horace Huntley for African American Men LLC.

Each floor features three community lounges, a large floor lounge and study rooms, while the
building’s basement houses laundry facilities, dedicated music practice rooms and a game room
with a community student kitchen.

Sustainability
The University’s newest residence hall utilizes best practices in sustainable building design and
construction.

The hall includes the first gray water system in a University of Minnesota building, which will collect
up to five day’s worth of rainwater to supply toilets inside and sprinklers outside. There is also a
green roof over the chapter houses facing University Avenue that uses plants to filter rainwater

The building utilizes Energy Star certified equipment, and features high efficiency plumbing and
motion lighting fixtures. Heat recovery systems were incorporated that recover waste heat from
mechanical units and utilize it for building heat.

A premier feature of the building’s main lobby is a striking wall of reclaimed Twin Cities wood, made
by Wood from the Hood utilizing felled area trees. The U also contracted with environmentally
friendly vendors to provide furniture made with recycled content (such as corn & soy by-product) in
the Fresh Food Company and lounges throughout the hall.

Fresh Food Company
ARAMARK is ushering in a new era in residential restaurants at the University of Minnesota with its
Fresh Food Company. The 17  Ave. Residence Hall’s built-in restaurant offers an open kitchen,
Marché style dining environment where chefs prepare made-to-order, fresh food in full view of
customers.

Modeled after a European marketplace, Fresh Food Company allows customers to see their food
being prepared in front them. It will feature a Mongolian-style grill, a pizza and pasta station, a fresh
salad bar, a grill station and a deli area. The tables and chairs will be movable to serve small and
large groups. This set up provides a true, one-of-a-kind residential restaurant experience.

Fresh Food Company will be open to the public from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Thursday,
until 7 p.m. on Friday and for brunch and dinner on Saturday and Sunday.

The restaurant will be separated from the living areas of the residence hall via secured, card-access
doors.

Greek Life
The 17  Ave. Residence Hall includes a strong Greek component, reflecting a continued
partnership between the University and the various Greek organizations represented on campus.

"For our Greek organizations to have space in this new residence hall is extremely important," said
Matt Levine, director of the U’s Office for Fraternity and Sorority Life. "The two chapter rooms and
the Pillar House will benefit the entire U of M Greek community."

The Pillar House LLC will house up to 40 students.

Chi Omega Fraternity (women’s sorority) and Theta Chi Fraternity (men’s fraternity) both have
chapter rooms located on the ground floor of the residence hall, with outdoor seating available
facing University Ave. S.E. Each room features a kitchenette, private bathroom and large meeting
space.

Design and construction
Approved by the University of Minnesota Board of Regents in February 2012, the 17  Ave.
Residence Hall's architect of record was TKDA, the design architect was Mackey Mitchell and it was
built by Mortenson Construction.

Construction began in February 2012 and lasted 18 months. The total cost was $62.5 million and
paid for with University bonds.
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University of Minnesota showcases research, outreach and
entertainment at the Minnesota State Fair
U of M features newly renovated building; Maroon and Gold Day is Sunday, Sept. 1

Contacts: Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (08/21/2013) —The University of Minnesota is gearing up for the 2013
Great Minnesota Get-Together, showcasing an impressive 12-day schedule of events and exhibits
that highlight the U’s research, accomplishments and outreach.

This year, the U of M building is newly renovated and will provide a great experience for Fair guests.
Located on the corner of Dan Patch Avenue and Underwood Street, the U’s building features
exciting discoveries and research, including booths from the following areas: Agriculture & Natural
Resources, Gopher Athletics, Design, Education, Liberal Arts and Science & Technology.

In addition to many experts and attractions in the U building, fairgoers can check out the U’s
statewide impact by visiting the 4-H Building. 4-H, a University of Minnesota Extension youth
development program, engages K-12 participants from all 87 Minnesota counties. More than 6,000
exhibits and performing arts shows will feature the knowledge and skills 4-H’ers have acquired
throughout the year. Approximately 2,200 ‘blue ribbon’ kids will exhibit livestock in the animal barns.
Additionally, there are several exciting science activities to try in the 4-H Building, including Rube
Goldberg machines, mini and human-sized hovercrafts and a remote-controlled super robot, among
others. Saturday, August 24 is 4-H Day at the Fair. A special news release will be sent out Aug.
23  detailing the day’s events.

The U of M stage will again feature a diverse array of programming throughout the 12 days of the
Fair. The schedule includes presentations from Physics Force and the Raptor Center; performances
by U-Tango, the University of Minnesota Duluth School of Fine Arts and MinnesoTap; as well as
conversations with candidates in the Minneapolis mayoral and state gubernatorial races. For a full
stage schedule, visit http://www.statefair.umn.edu/schedule.html.

This year for the first time, the University’s College of Food, Agriculture and Natural Resource
Sciences (CFANS) will be at the Fair every day. The college’s display in the Agriculture-Horticulture
Building will feature U of M Extension Master Gardener demonstrations; "Garden in a Glove," where
kids can plant seeds in plastic gloves to take home; Supertaster testing, where guests can find out if
they have special food-and-drink-tasting skills; ‘Beer from the ground up,’ where guests can learn
about growing hops and barley in Minnesota; and much more.

Giveaways
University of Minnesota back packs will be given away every day of the Fair at the U of M main
building at noon and 6 p.m. Supplies are limited. Goldy ears will be given away in the CFANS space
in the Agriculture-Horticulture Building at various times between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m., as well as in the
U’s main building on Aug. 24 & 25 while supplies last.

New this year is the Health Quest iPhone app. See how the University impacts health in Minnesota
by playing this photo scavenger hunt at the Fair. Guests who play could win an iPad mini. Download
the app at: health.umn.edu/about/state-fair.

Maroon and Gold Day is Sept. 1.
Maroon and Gold Day is Sunday, Sept. 1. Visitors are encouraged to proudly wear their maroon and
gold attire, stop by the U of M building to show their love for the U in a Instagram photo opportunity
and watch the U of M Marching Band in the 2 p.m. State Fair Parade.

University President Eric Kaler and his wife, Karen, will visit the fair on Maroon and Gold Day as
well. The Kalers will tour the U’s newly remodeled building, participate in 4-H youth projects in the
Education Building, visit the new CFANS wing in the Agriculture-Horticulture Building and ride in the
State Fair Parade.

Transportation
A free shuttle runs daily from free parking locations on the U’s Minneapolis campus (with the
exception of Aug. 29 ). The public is invited to park and ride from these locations. For detailed
parking and shuttle information, visit the State Fair website, www.mnstatefair.org.

For a complete schedule and map of University events, visit the U of M’s State Fair web page,
www.statefair.umn.edu.

University News Service will be issuing press releases featuring upcoming U fair events on Aug. 23
and 30. The U of M Building is open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily.

For more information, call the News Service at (612) 624-5551.
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U of M researchers find brain size tracks human-induced
changes to the environment in some species

Contacts: Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801
Stephanie Xenos, College of Biological Sciences, sxenos@umn.edu, (612) 624-8723

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (08/22/2013) —Does adapting to environments shaped by humans
make animals smarter? A paper from the lab of Emilie Snell-Rood, a behavioral and evolutionary
biologist with the U of M’s College of Biological Sciences, suggest that animals are showing
complex cognitive responses to both urban and rural areas with cranial capacity tracking human-
induced change in some cases. In other words, for some species the answer is yes and for others it
is no.

"Which species are going to be able to deal with 100 percent conversion of prairie to agriculture?"
says Snell-Rood. "Which species are going to be able to deal with forests being supplanted by
cities?" Ultimately, says the researcher, being able to understand which species are going to be able
to cope with that kind of human-induced change will provide vital context when prioritizing
conservation objectives.

Previous research across bird species suggests a link between brain size and ability to adapt to
urban environments, but doesn’t address the question of whether cities select for increases in
cognition within species. That’s where Snell-Rood and undergraduate student Naomi Wick come in.

"We wanted to find out if dealing with a new environment is just a matter of species sorting (in which
a particular species is "pre-adapted" for success in a particular environment) or actually changes
going on within species in addition to that species-level variation," says Snell-Rood.

The researchers turned to the Bell Museum of Natural History collections to find out. Drawing on
specimens dating back to the early 20th century, Snell-Rood and Wick examined the cranial
capacity of 10 species, including varieties of shrews, voles, bats, and squirrels, along with a mouse
and gopher, from locations in and around the Twin Cities metro. They found that the urban
populations of two of the species did, in fact, possess significantly greater cranial capacity. They
also predicted that if more smarter were favored in urban environments cranial capacity should also
increase over time. "We didn’t see cranial capacity increases over time in the urban specimens,"
she says. "And, actually, for two species we see a decline over time, while the bats and shrews
show an increase in cranial capacity in rural populations."

While there are a number of factors that could account for this such as the time frame in which the
specimens were collected, Snell-Rood points out that cities aren’t entirely unpredictable. "Things are
laid out in a regular fashion. There are certain resources that might be exploitable. There’s a
reduction in predators and the new predators are follow predictable patterns."

Learning is costly, says Snell-Rood. "Neural tissue is incredibly expensive metabolically. There are
trade-offs in investing in brains and investing in reproduction, which may be why we see a reduction
in cranial capacity over time in two of the species – larger brains may be favored just during the
initial colonization of the city." Moreover, humans are changing rural environments in ways that
could be just as challenging as cities, resulting in the changes in cranial capacity over time seen in
bats and shrews.

While the researchers can’t say for certain whether the changes are evolutionary or developmental,
evidence suggests the former. "We tended to not see changes in body size which suggests it’s not
just nutritional, but rather an evolutionary response," says Snell-Rood. And while the study raises as
many questions as it answers, she considers the findings cause for some optimism. "It reminds us
of the fact that populations adapt, and that at least some species are tracking human-induced
environmental change."

Snell-Rood’s research focuses on the interface between animal evolution and behavior, and human-
induced environmental change.
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Response to President Obama's higher education proposals

Contacts: University News Service, , unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (08/22/2013) —University of Minnesota Vice Provost and Dean of
Undergraduate Education Robert McMaster released the following statement today regarding
President Barack Obama's higher education proposals.

"The University of Minnesota shares President Obama’s belief that it is time to modernize the higher
education financial aid system and align it with today’s economic and fiscal realities. The Obama
Administration’s focus on affordability and access, graduation rates, student success and student
debt is consistent with our goal of providing a world-class education that is affordable to all
Minnesotans - one that will prepare students to enter and thrive in a global economy while
graduating on time.

"We are committed to keeping the University accessible and affordable for all students. Our Twin
Cities campus provides the lowest net price of any Minnesota four-year institution, public or private,
for those most in need – families with incomes below $75,000. Initiatives such as the U of M
Promise Scholarship and the President’s Emerging Scholars program, along with our renewed
partnership with the state, ensure that all Minnesotans have access to their state’s land grant
university. The University recently has established scholarship programs that focus on middle-
income students who fall just above the Pell criteria. 

"Strong institutional commitment has created a comprehensive culture supporting student success;
as a result, the Twin Cities campus has experienced record high rates of undergraduate retention,
graduation and degrees conferred.

"Beginning with freshmen entering in the fall of 2005 through the graduating class of 2012, the
University of Minnesota Twin Cities has:

Increased by eight percent the number of degree-seeking undergraduates receiving federal PELL
grants (up to 26% in aid year 2012, from 18% in aid year 2006;
Increased by 11 percent four-year graduation rates, to above 58% total for the latest graduating
class (entered in 2008 and graduated in 2012);
Increased by 10 percent six-year graduation rates, to 73% for the latest graduating class (entered
in 2006 and graduated in 2012);
Increased by 21 percent the number of undergraduate degrees awarded, from 6,317 in 2006 to
7,617 in 2012.

"In January, the University launched its Office of eLearning to support and enhance teaching and
learning through technology. Professors have begun to implement flipped classrooms, while our
partnership with Coursera allowed five U faculty to host massive open online courses (MOOCs) this
summer. At least five additional University of Minnesota MOOCs will be offered in 2014.

"While tying federal aid to quality/outcomes metrics makes sense, we do want to understand more
of the administration’s plan in this area. Our mission is to graduate students who have the skills and
acumen to enter the workforce and be successful.

"We look forward to working with the administration and our congressional delegation to develop
this proposal further. In the meantime, we remain committed to doing all we can for our students and
their families."
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U of M ready to welcome new students to campus
Move-in begins Aug. 26; Welcome Week kicks off Aug. 28

Media Note: To access any events during move-in or Welcome Week, media are asked to contact
the University News Service in advance.

Contacts: Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690
University News Service, , unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (08/23/2013) —Thousands of new students will begin their collegiate
experience at the University of Minnesota Twin Cities on Monday, Aug. 26, when first-year students
begin moving in to their residence halls. After two days of move-in, the University will kick off its
nationally renowned Welcome Week activities.

"We want students to be connected and feel a sense of belonging so they can succeed in and out of
the classroom," said Beth Lingren Clark, director of the U of M's Orientation and First-Year
Programs. "Welcome Week provides students with an opportunity to engage with their peers and be
introduced to a large number of resources available to facilitate a successful transition to the U."

Now in its sixth year, Welcome Week aims to improve student engagement, first year retention and
ultimately graduation rates by equipping students with the knowledge and resources to make a
successful transition from high school to collegiate life. It has proven to be a very successful
program with students and parents, and serves as a model that is increasingly being emulated by
colleges and universities around the country.

Led by more than 430 upper class Welcome Week volunteer leaders, students take part in Welcome
Week activities in small groups.

Each of Welcome Week's six days from Wednesday, Aug. 28 to Monday, Sept. 2, features a
different theme. More information and a complete schedule of Welcome Week activities can be
found at welcomeweek.umn.edu.

Media opportunities include:

Monday, Aug. 26
Move-in begins (10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. and 6 – 8:30 p.m.)

President Eric Kaler will be on hand to welcome students and families from 1:30 – 2:30 p.m. at the
SuperBlock, which includes Centennial Hall, Frontier Hall, Pioneer Hall and Territorial Hall, and is
located at 701 Fulton St. S.E., Minneapolis.
For interviews or b-roll opportunities with Kaler, please contact Steve Henneberry (612-624-
1690, henneberry@umn.edu)

Multicultural Kick Off (11 a.m. and 6 p.m.)
More than 400 students of color are expected to take part in these unique welcome activities.

11 a.m., Willey Hall (225 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis), Room 125: Opening Ceremonies
6 p.m., Ted Mann Concert Hall (2128 Fourth St. S., Minneapolis): Entertainment Showcase featuring
a diverse variety of U of M and local music and dance performances.

Tuesday, Aug. 27
Move-in continues (10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. and 6 – 8:30 p.m.)

10 a.m. – Noon: President Kaler and his wife, Karen, along with Mort and Alice Mortenson and
President’s Office staff, will assist with move-in at the 17  Ave. Residence Hall, 326 17  Ave. S.E.,
Minneapolis.
For interviews or b-roll opportunities, please contact Steve Henneberry (612-624-1690,
henneberry@umn.edu)

Target run (10:30 p.m. - 12:30 a.m.)

Nearly everyone forgets something for their room or needs snacks to share with their new friends,
so students can take dedicated buses for the popular late night shopping trip to Target.
10:30 p.m. – 12:30 a.m., trip to Roseville Target (1515 County Road B W., Roseville)
Please contact Kate Lohmuller (kate.lohmuller@target.com or 612-761-6863) if interested in
covering this event.

Wednesday, Aug. 28 - Welcome Week Kick Off Day
Pride and Spirit night (7:45 - 9:15 p.m.)

New students will form giant block ‘M’ on the field at TCF Bank Stadium, which will be used as the
Class of 2017 picture. A pep rally, featuring Gophers Athletic Director Norwood Teague, Gophers
football coach Jerry Kill, the marching band and others, will take place before the picture.
7:45 – 9:15 p.m., TCF Bank Stadium, 2009 University Ave. S.E., Minneapolis (students to form
block ‘M’ at 8:30, picture to be taken a few minutes before 9 p.m.)
Media are asked to enter using the Jackson County gate. The normal media entrance at
Dodge County will not be open.

Thursday, Aug. 29 - College Day
Convocation (9:45 - 10:45 a.m.)

This is the official welcome ceremony for new students. Numerous faculty will be present and
President Kaler will deliver remarks to the Class of 2017 in this high-energy event. The annual
Convocation video also promises to add a spark.
9:45 – 10:45 a.m., Mariucci Arena, 1901 Fourth St. S.E., Minneapolis
Media are asked to use the Fourth St. entrance for this event and to RSVP to be issued a
credential.

Football game vs UNLV (6 p.m. kickoff, TCF Bank Stadium)

All new students will receive a free ticket to the season opening game, along with a meal voucher
Students will enter through the Lincoln County gate from 4:30 - 5:45 p.m., media are invited
to film and interview students as they attend their first Gopher football game. Media parking
is available in the University Ave. ramp.

Friday, Aug. 30 - U of M Day
From 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., students will attend a wide variety of workshops at various locations,
including:

Live Like a Student: Learn how to live within your budget, how to stay out of debt, where to find
discounts on campus and other tips for financial success during your college career.
Respect U: See what it takes to Respect U and your University!  This event will expose students to
critical issues that are important to the student community.
Making Strengths STICK: Gain more insight into the results of your StrengthsFinder tool taken
earlier in the summer. This interactive session gives students a chance to learn more about the
Strengths approach and how making them S.T.I.C.K. (through Skills, Time, Intention, Community
and Knowledge) can help students create a meaningful and successful "U" experience.
Sustainability Action!: Understand how you can help live sustainably while collaborating with many
U of M resources working to achieve the same goal.

Keynote Address

8:30 to 9:30 p.m., Mariucci Arena: Motivational speaker Jermaine Davis talks with students about
how to create an intentional first year of college and how to make the experience their own.

Saturday, Aug. 31 - Involvement and Engagement Day

Transfer students attend programming about adjusting to life at the U
Explore U (1:30 – 4:30 p.m., Mariucci Arena) – student organizations and local vendor showcase

Late night at the Mall of America (9:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.)

The nation’s largest mall hosts the U’s new students for a late night of shopping, dining and
entertainment
9:30 p.m. – 1 a.m.
Please contact Melanie Hanson (952) 883-8853 at MOA if interested in covering this event.

Classes begin Tuesday, Sept. 3.
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4-H, political conversations highlight U presence at State Fair
4-H Day is Saturday, August 24

Contacts: Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (08/23/2013) —The University of Minnesota has a busy schedule
planned for the week ahead at the Great Minnesota Get-Together.

4-H Day kicks off the weekend Saturday, August 24.  Fair guests are encouraged to visit the animal
barns, the Warner Coliseum and the brand-new AgStar Arena for 4-H livestock competitions, and
visit the 4-H Building for project displays.

There are several exciting science activities to try in the 4-H Building, including Rube Goldberg
machines, mini-and human-sized hovercrafts, a remote controlled super robot and a Makey Makey
maker. Fair-goers are also encouraged to stop by the 4-H Building to check out the State Arts-In, an
eight-day intensive art experience where youth prepare a musical play and perform it throughout the
run of the Fair. 

4-H, a University of Minnesota Extension youth development program, engages K-12 participants
from all 87 Minnesota counties. More than 6,000 exhibits and performing arts shows will feature the
knowledge and skills 4-H’ers have acquired throughout the year.

Other upcoming and noteworthy U of M activities and events include:

U of M Stage

Conversations with Minneapolis Mayoral and Gubernatorial Candidates
Join us Saturday, Aug. 24 at 2 p.m. for a conversation with candidates for Minneapolis mayor and
Sunday, Aug. 25 at noon for a conversation with Republican candidates for governor. Moderated
by Larry Jacobs, director of the U's Center for the Study of Politics and Governance, the discussions
will cover challenges and opportunities facing the city and state, and candidates' plans for
addressing them.

Preview of the 2014 Legislative Session
Larry Jacobs will also welcome Representatives Jennifer Loon and Erin Murphy and Senators Terri
Bonoff and Michelle Benson to the stage Sunday, Aug. 25 at 2 p.m. to get the inside scoop on the
2014 Legislative Session.

Gopher Athletics
Various Gopher Athletics coaches and athletes will take the stage Tuesday, Aug. 27 and
Wednesday, Aug. 28 to talk about the 2013-2014 sports seasons.

Medical Devices Center
Medical Devices Center Innovation Fellow Laura Paulsen will lead an interactive presentation on
how medical devices help the human body Thursday, Aug. 29 at noon.

Alpha Chi Sigma Chemistry Group
Some call it "magic"…they call it chemistry. Join the U of M’s student chapter of the professional
chemistry fraternity Alpha Chi Sigma (AXS) in exciting and explosive live demonstrations of basic
chemical principles Friday, Aug. 30 from 10 a.m. to noon.

U of M Building
The U of M Building is newly renovated and features exciting discoveries, research and exhibits
from various U colleges and schools.

College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences
Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 24-25: CFANS will showcase its undergraduate education programs
at the U of M building. Along with learning more about the college, visitors can don a pair of Goldy
Ears, fill out a "Fair Bingo" scorecard (by sharing photos on social media) and enter a drawing to
win an iPad.

Innovative Engineers
Saturday, Aug. 24: See how Innovative Engineers is extending the reach of renewable energy to
the developing world. The exhibit includes an interactive display that allows visitors to learn how a
1kW wind turbine generates electricity.

Engineers Without Borders - UMN Student Chapter
Sunday, Aug. 25: Learn how the UMN chapter of EWB has successfully implemented
environmentally and economically sustainable projects. Current students are working to improve
sanitation, design a rain water harvesting system, provide a clean water supply and improve local
transit in communities around the world.

Gopher Motorsports
Sunday, Aug. 25: In this exhibit, visitors will see a high-performance race vehicle capable of nearly
2 Gs designed and built by undergraduates at the U of M. Come see the latest vehicle designed for
a competition in Michigan against 120 other Formula SAE teams.

GOFIRST Student Robotics Team
Monday, Aug. 26: Robots everywhere! GOFIRST is a student group at the U that works with robots
of all shapes and sizes (even some that fly). Students will be showcasing their favorite robots.

Institute for Global Studies
Monday, Aug. 26: Play global trivia and win prizes. Guests can share their experiences abroad.
Learn how the Institute for Global Studies prepares students for global citizenship, puts great minds
to work on issues of global significance and partners with the community to promote global
knowledge. 

Polar Geospatial Center
Wednesday, Aug. 28: Penguins, polar regions and pictures. Visitors will get this and much more
when visiting the Polar Geospatial Center (PGC) exhibit. They can also marvel at maps, collages
and videos of research in places like Antarctica, the coldest, highest, and driest place on Earth.

Agriculture-Horticulture Building

College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences
Every day of the Fair, CFANS will have information from the Research and Outreach Centers, super
taster testing, information on activities at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, kids activities and a
CFANS alumni lounge area.

Master Gardeners
U of M Extension Master Gardener volunteers will answer gardening questions each day from 9
a.m. to 9 p.m. Visitors can also watch Master Gardeners present gardening education throughout
the day on The Dirt Stage.

U of M Extension Honey Bees Program
Wednesday, Aug. 28 at 1 p.m.: The Honey Bees program team, including Extension entomologist
Gary Reuter, will show off a "bee beard."

DNR Building

Wildlife experts
Master Naturalists will be available each day of the Fair to answer questions about wildlife in
Minnesota. Sunday, Aug. 25 at 3 p.m., Gary Wyatt, Extension educator in natural resource
management and utilization, will present a talk entitled "Controlling woody invasive plants" on the
DNR Stage.

Progress Center

Gen Y Eco House
The Gen Y Eco House, constructed this summer by U of M College of Design students and their
instructor James Garrett Junior, is exhibited every day of the Fair in the Eco Experience. The Eco
House features a SuperWall – a main interior wall that contains all the technology for living - and
incorporates an outdoor patio for increased living space, solar PV panels and recycled materials.

New this year, the Health Quest iPhone app shows how the University impacts health in Minnesota.
Guests who play could win an iPad mini. Download the app at: health.umn.edu/about/state-fair.

For a complete schedule of stage and booth programs and more information on the U’s state fair
presence and activities, visit http://www.statefair.umn.edu/.
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'Let freedom ring' bell-ringing event to take place on University
of Minnesota campus
U event will synchronize with national efforts to mark 50th anniversary of March on Washington and
MLK Dream speech

Media Note: 

What: Local bell-ringing event as part of synchronized national effort
Where: University of Minnesota Twin Cities campus, outdoor siren system
When: 2 p.m. CST, Wednesday, August 28, 2013

Contacts: Julie Christensen, University News Service, jrchris@umn.edu, (612) 626-1720
Andrea Cournoyer, Humphrey School of Public Affairs, acournoy@umn.edu, (612) 625-9436

August 27, 2013

At exactly 2 p.m. CST on Wednesday, Aug. 28, a half-century to the minute after Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. delivered his "I Have a Dream" speech, loud speakers across campus at the University of
Minnesota Twin Cities will play chimes to commemorate the 50th anniversary of The March on
Washington and King’s historic address.

The chimes will sound through the U’s Campus Wide Emergency Alert System (outdoor siren
system). Just before the chimes ring, a brief message will be read to the campus community
commemorating the speech and King’s call to "Let freedom ring." The national and international
bell-ringing events were organized by The King Center based in Atlanta.

To coordinate coverage of the bell-ringing event or set up related interviews with U of M experts,
media members should contact the University News Service in advance.

Media note: A relevant excerpt from the I Have a Dream Speech: "… So let freedom ring from the
prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire. Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York. Let
freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania! Let freedom ring from the
snowcapped Rockies of Colorado! Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of California! But
not only that, let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia! Let freedom ring from Lookout
Mountain of Tennessee!  Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi…"
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New Exhibit Showcases Local Artist Sketches Inspired by Bell
Museum Collections

Contacts: Andrea Klaassen, Bell Museum of Natural History, aklaasse@umn.edu, (612) 624-7389
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (08/29/2013) —This fall, the Bell Museum of Natural History’s Jaques
Gallery will be filled with art inspired by the very museum in which it is displayed. Something
Sketchy, opens to the public on September 5 and features sketches created by over a dozen local
artists.
The Bell Museum has long been a popular destination for sketching, which inspired curator Jennifer
Menken to begin the Sketch Night program in 2011. "We wanted to create an opportunity for artists
of all levels to get together in a relaxed, social setting and sketch some of the unique items in our
collection that often aren’t accessible to the public," shared Menken. The program has doubled in
size since its launch and has developed a steady following of regulars who attend each Sketch
Night, held the first Thursday of the month during the academic year.  

The Sketch Night program has created a rich collection of artwork, and Menken has observed that
the skills of many attendees have expanded. Something Sketchy provides an opportunity to
showcase those pieces and the skill involved in their creation. The exhibit will feature a collection of
vintage sketches from the Bell’s collections and include an interactive station where visitors can try
sketching and then display their finished products.

Opening night, September 5, coincides with the first Sketch Night of the coming year. Through May
2014, Sketch Night will be held the first Thursday evening of each month from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
 Themes for each evening are listed below, and many themes will include visits from guest artists.

September 5: Celebrate Something Sketchy

October 3: Audubon’s Birds

November 7: Nature’s Tools

December 5: Curiosity

January 2: Growth

February 6: Exploration

March 6: Rare

April 3: Deception

May 1: Water

The Bell Museum is part of the University’s College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource
Sciences, and strives to advance the quest to discover, document and understand life in its many
forms and to inspire curiosity, delight and informed stewardship of the natural world. For details, visit
bellmuseum.org.
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U of M President Eric Kaler and senior leaders to welcome
students on first day of school Tuesday, Sept. 3

Media Note: For media covering the event, please park in the metered stalls along Pleasant St. or
in the Church St. parking garage, located at 80 Church St., S.E., Minneapolis.

Who: President Eric Kaler; Provost Karen Hanson; Vice President for Equity and Diversity Katrice
Albert; Vice Provost for Student Affairs and Dean of Students Danita Brown Young; Vice President
for University Services Pam Wheelock
When:  9 to 9:45 a.m., Tuesday, Sept. 3
Where: Pleasant Street S.E. and Pillsbury Drive S.E., Minneapolis and Northrop Mall

Contacts: Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

August 30, 2013

University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler, along with Provost Karen Hanson, Vice President for
Equity and Diversity Katrice Albert, Vice Provost for Student Affairs and Dean of Students Danita
Brown Young, and Vice President for University Services Pam Wheelock will be greeting students
from 9 to 9:45 a.m. on the first day of school (Tuesday, Sept. 3) at the intersection of Pleasant Street
S.E. and Pillsbury Drive S.E., Minneapolis, and on the Northrop Mall.
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4-H science experiments, newly renovated U of M building
highlight President Eric Kaler's Sept. 1 State Fair visit

Who: U of M President Eric Kaler, his wife Karen, Goldy and U of M students
What: Visit to the Minnesota State Fair
When: Sunday, Sept. 1, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Where: Minnesota State Fairgrounds, St. Paul

Contacts: Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

August 30, 2013

University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler will make a special trip to the Minnesota State Fair on
Maroon & Gold Day, Sunday, Sept. 1 . Kaler will visit the U of M Building, the 4-H Building and the
Miracle of Birth Center, among others.

Kaler will be joined by a group of current U of M students, his wife Karen and the U’s mascot, Goldy
Gopher.

Kaler will start the day by touring the new College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource
Sciences (CFANS) space in the Agriculture-Horticulture Building. While there, he will speak with U
of M Extension Master Gardeners, find out if he has ‘super taster’ abilities and hear the latest
updates on food, energy and horticultural research from the U’s statewide Research and Outreach
Centers.

Next up is a tour of the newly remodeled U of M Building. Kaler will visit the different schools and
colleges represented and check in with Gopher Athletics, the Center for Lung Science & Health and
the Solar Vehicle Project.

Shortly after 11:30 a.m., the group will head to the Miracle of Birth Center to see baby animals and
the U of M students working at the Center.

After lunch, it’s off to the 4-H building where the President will take part in various 4-H and
Extension youth science experiments. Activities include a spin on a human-sized hovercraft, typing
and sending a tweet using fruit instead of a keyboard and launching a Rube Goldberg machine.

Kaler’s afternoon at the State Fair concludes by meeting with various state legislators and riding in
the State Fair parade.

Kaler’s schedule includes: 
10 a.m.: Tour the new CFANS wing in the Agriculture-Horticulture Building
10:35 a.m.: Visit the newly remodeled U of M Building, located on the corner of Dan Patch Ave. and
Underwood St.
11:05 a.m.: Guest on WCCO-AM’s "Sports Huddle with Sid and Dave" show
11:35 a.m.: Miracle of Birth Center
Noon: President hands out backpacks at the U of M Building
12:35 p.m.: Visit with 4-H and Extension youth in the 4-H Building
1:05 p.m.: Meet with Minnesota legislators
2 p.m.: State Fair parade

For a complete schedule and map of university events, visit the U of M’s State Fair web page,
www.statefair.umn.edu.
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In a breakthrough study to improve the manufacturing
of optical and electronic devices, University of
Minnesota researchers introduced a new patterning
technology, atomic layer lithography, based on a
layering technique at the atomic level. A layer of metal
fills the nano-patterns over an entire wafer and simple
Scotch Magic tape was used to remove the excess
metal on the surface and expose the atomic scale
nano-gaps.

Researchers
discover
breakthrough
technique
that could
make
electronics
smaller and
better
A surprising low-tech
tool—Scotch Magic
tape—was one of the
keys to the discovery

Contacts: Rhonda
Zurn, College of
Science and
Engineering,
rzurn@umn.edu,
(612) 626-7959
Brooke Dillon,
University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/03/2013) —An international group of researchers from the University
of Minnesota, Argonne National Laboratory and Seoul National University have discovered a
groundbreaking technique in manufacturing nanostructures that has the potential to make electrical
and optical devices smaller and better than ever before. A surprising low-tech tool of Scotch Magic
tape ended up being one of the keys to the discovery.

The research is published today in Nature Communications, an international online research journal.

Combining several standard nanofabrication techniques—with the final addition of the Scotch Magic
tape—researchers at the University of Minnesota created extremely thin gaps through a layer of
metal and patterned these tiny gaps over the entire surface of a four-inch silicon wafer. The smallest
gaps were only one nanometer wide, much smaller than most researchers have been able to
achieve. In addition, the widths of the gaps could be controlled on the atomic level. This work
provides the basis for producing new and better nanostructures that are at the core of advanced
electronic and optical devices.

One of the potential uses of nanometer-scale gaps in metal layers is to squeeze light into spaces
much smaller than is otherwise possible. Collaborators at Seoul National University, led by Prof.
Dai-Sik Kim, and Argonne National Laboratory, led by Dr. Matthew Pelton, showed that light could
readily be squeezed through these gaps, even though the gaps are hundreds or even thousands of
times smaller than the wavelength of the light used. Researchers are very interested in forcing light
into small spaces because this is a way of boosting the intensity of the light. The collaborators found
that the intensity inside the gaps is increased by as much as 600 million times.

"Our technology, called atomic layer lithography, has the potential to create ultra-small sensors with
increased sensitivity and also enable new and exciting experiments at the nanoscale like we’ve
never been able to do before," said Sang-Hyun Oh, one of the lead researchers on the study and a
professor of electrical and computer engineering in the University of Minnesota’s College of Science
and Engineering. "This research also provides the basis for future studies to improve electronic and
photonic devices."

One of the most surprising outcomes of the research is that Scotch Magic tape was one of the keys
to the discovery. Etching one-nanometer-wide gaps into metals is not feasible with existing tools.
Instead, the researchers in Oh’s team constructed the nano-gaps by layering atomic-scale thin films
on the sides of metal patterns and then capping the structure with another metal layer. No
expensive patterning tools were needed to form the gaps this way, but it was challenging to remove
the excess metals on top and expose the tiny gaps. During a frustrating struggle of trying to find a
way to remove the metal films, University of Minnesota Ph.D. student and lead author of the study
Xiaoshu Chen found that by using simple Scotch Magic tape, the excess metals could be easily
removed.

"The Scotch tape works nicely, which was unexpected," said Oh. "Our technique is so simple yet
can create uniform and ultra-small gaps like we’ve never been able to do before. We hope that it will
rapidly be taken up by many researchers."

In addition to Oh and Chen, researchers involved in the study include a joint lead author Hyeong-
Ryeol Park, who was a Ph.D. student at Seoul National University and is now a postdoc in Oh’s
group at the University of Minnesota; Matthew Pelton, a staff physicist at Argonne National
Laboratory who is now a professor of physics at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County;
Nathan Lindquist, a former Ph.D. student at the University of Minnesota who is now a professor of
physics at Bethel University in St. Paul; Hyungsoon Im, a former electrical and computer
engineering Ph.D. student who is now a postdoc at Harvard Medical School; and Xianji Piao, Yun
Jung Kim, Jae Sung Ahn, Kwang Jun Ahn, Prof. Namkyoo Park, and Prof. Dai-Sik Kim, all from
Seoul National University in Korea.

This research was funded by the U.S. Department of Defense (DARPA Young Faculty Award and
the ONR Young Investigator Program), the U.S. Department of Energy and the National Research
Foundation of Korea with capital equipment funding from the Minnesota Partnership for
Biotechnology and Medical Genomics.

To read the full research paper entitled, "Atomic layer lithography of wafer-scale nanogap arrays for
extreme confinement of electromagnetic waves," visit the Nature Communications website.
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Early math errors persist, U of M study finds

Contacts: Steve Baker, College of Education and Human Development, s-bake@umn.edu, (612)
624-3430
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/04/2013) —Students in 2nd and 3rd grade who have whole number
misconceptions -- such as claiming 23 is the largest two-digit number when the correct answer is 99
-- are more likely to make uncommon computational errors as late as the 8  grade.

This is the result of a longitudinal study, published recently in the journal Frontiers in Psychology,
led by Michele Mazzocco, University of Minnesota professor and research director for the U’s
Center for Early Education and Development.

In the study, 224 2nd and 3rd graders were asked to report the smallest and largest single-digit,
two-digit and three-digit numbers. After each answer, the students were asked if they were sure of
their answer.

Two hundred of the 224 answered correctly that nine is the largest single-digit number while 180
knew that 99 was the largest two-digit number. Only 87 were able to identify 999 as the largest
three-digit number. It’s important to note that these results reflect typical developments in learning
about multi-digit numbers among these age groups.

"The fact that many 2nd graders didn’t know the largest three-digit number is not particularly
informative," said Mazzocco. "However, of the students who gave an incorrect response, what we
looked at was the number they gave. For instance, if a student responded that 900 is the largest
three-digit number – although it’s incorrect, the answer is logical. More importantly, 900 is a
common error made by 2nd and 3rd graders answering this question. When a student gave an
illogical, infrequent response, such as 236 or 653, that student may not only have incomplete place
value concepts but may also lack a solid understanding of one-digit whole numbers, such as six,
five and three."

For students who made these uncommon errors in 2nd and 3rd grades, the study found that the
lack of number knowledge predicted specific types of place value errors made, by the same
children, on math assessments at grade eight. It also showed that young students who have early
whole number misconceptions go on to have slower and less accurate performance and persistent,
atypical computational errors in later school years.

"This research suggests that specific qualitative assessments of symbolic number knowledge in
early grades may reveal more about children’s thinking about numbers than does a typical "pass or
fail" test.  This in turn may reveal which students are most at risk for persistent poor math outcomes
in future years," said Mazzocco.

Classifying students with mathematics learning disability (MLD, or dyscalculia) is typically based on
composite scores from broad measures of math achievement, according to Mazzocco.  These
scores may predict later math achievement levels but do not specify the nature of math difficulties
likely to emerge among students at greatest risk for long-term failure in math.

"One of our goals with the study was to help define what poor number concepts might look like in
early childhood and to help teachers identify which students have not developed a good number
sense early on," said Mazzocco.

Mazzocco says early response to the study from educators and researchers has generated interest
in more qualitative research on identifying MLD in young children.

"Number misconceptions are fairly typical in very young children, and they are not always cause for
alarm. Our current work is designed to focus on which number concept errors in preschool predict
persistent number misconceptions throughout school, and our next steps are to study how early
misconceptions alter the path of early mathematics learning," added Mazzocco.

For interviews with Mazzocco, please contact Steve Baker or Steve Henneberry, using the
information listed above.
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Developed around the nation’s first federally
licensed installation of a commercial tidal power
turbine system array in New York City’s East
River, the overall goal of the new public-private
project is to promote the growing marine and
hydrokinetic industry while ensuring
environmental compatibility. Photo credit:
Verdant Power.

New project
to harness
energy of
NYC's East
River
University of
Minnesota and
Verdant Power to
lead new effort that
advances research,
innovation and
training

Contacts: Julie
Bodurtha, St.
Anthony Falls
Laboratory,
jgb@umn.edu, (612)
626-6166
Rhonda Zurn,
College of Science
and Engineering,
rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/04/2013) —A new collaboration between industry and academia is
set to harness the energy of New York City’s East River. The University of Minnesota’s St. Anthony
Falls Laboratory announced the launch of a new project that will advance research, innovation and
training in marine and hydrokinetic technology, an emerging renewable energy that harnesses the
power of rivers, tides and waves.

Developed around the nation’s first federally licensed installation of a commercial tidal power turbine
system array—the Roosevelt Island Tidal Energy(RITE) Project in New York City’s East River—the
effort combines the University of Minnesota St. Anthony Falls Laboratory’s cutting-edge
computational modeling and experimental techniques with the industry expertise and unique field
facilities of RITE Project lead, Verdant Power, Inc. (New York, NY), and the materials science and
manufacturing strengths of Energetx Composites, Inc. (Holland, MI). The project is funded by a two-
year, $600,000 grant from the National Science Foundation, through its Partnerships for Innovation:
Building Innovation Capacity program.

  The overall goal of the project is to promote the growing marine and hydrokinetic industry by
enhancing the performance and resilience of the technologies used while ensuring environmental
compatibility. In addition, the project aims to build the marine and hydrokinetic technology workforce
through the development and pilot of technological and entrepreneurial curriculum in a four-year
hydrology degree program at tribal college, Salish Kootenai College (Pablo, MT).

 "This project will enable St. Anthony Falls Laboratory research to help industry partners succeed in
developing a very high-profile marine and hydrokinetic resource, one that will supply renewable
electricity to New York City," said Fotis Sotiropoulos, the project leader and director of the St.
Anthony Falls Laboratory who is James L. Record professor of civil engineering in the University of
Minnesota’s College of Science and Engineering. "This partnership strategically positions our St.
Anthony Falls Lab to spearhead the development and growth of marine and hydrokinetic renewable
energy technology to support the national goal of 80 percent of U.S. electricity produced from clean
energy sources by 2035."

 Researchers at the University of Minnesota St. Anthony Falls Laboratory will develop a high-
performance computing simulation toolbox to provide industry partners an in-depth understanding of
how turbines perform in and interact with real-life aquatic environments. Combining high-resolution
simulations of turbine interactions in complex flow environments and aquatic ecosystems with site-
specific water flow, streambed and ecosystem data from the RITE Project installation, researchers
will use massively parallel supercomputers to: 1) design and test the next generation of marine and
hydrokinetic turbine rotor blades for reliable and efficient operation; and 2) optimize the layout of
Verdant’s pilot-scale 30-turbine, 1.05MW array at the East River site.

 "This unique partnership brings together forward-thinking research and innovation around tidal and
river current energy opportunities for the U.S.," said Dean Corren, Director of Technology, Verdant
Power, Inc. "The tools produced at SAFL allow us to make significant strides toward enhancing the
technology for widespread commercial application."

 Outcomes from the project support the RITE Project pilot deployment and help to promote industry
development, expand the U.S. renewable energy portfolio, and accelerate the deployment of marine
and hydrokinetic technologies throughout the nation and world. The educational component of the
project is anticipated to serve as a model for implementation in other communities to enhance
educational opportunities and produce the next generation of professionals for the marine and
hydrokinetic industry.

 In addition to Sotiropoulos, other University of Minnesota faculty members who are lead
researchers on this project include Michele Guala, St. Anthony Falls Laboratory and Department of
Civil Engineering and Henryk Stolarski, Department of Civil Engineering.

 Learn more about SAFL’s marine and hydrokinetic energy research at http://z.umn.edu/tidalpower.
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U of M to explore potential new college to combine agriculture,
life sciences and environment

Contacts: Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801
Kate Tyler, Academic Affairs, ktyler@umn.edu, (612) 626-8535

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/04/2013) —Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost
Karen Hanson announced Wednesday that she will appoint a task force to examine the potential
creation of a new college for the U of M Twin Cities.

The college would integrate faculty and staff principally from the College of Food, Agricultural and
Natural Resource Sciences (CFANS) and the College of Biological Sciences (CBS).

This morning’s retirement announcement from CBS Dean Robert Elde, along with Allen Levine’s
decision to step down as the dean of CFANS in June and the appointment of Brian Buhr as interim
dean, marks this as a time of change for the two colleges. Such transitions in college leadership
customarily involve consideration of the colleges’ current and future directions. The possibility of a
college of agriculture, environmental, and life sciences has been under discussion for some time by
both Dean Elde and former Dean Levine. The two colleges, CBS and CFANS, already have a
number of cross-appointments and working alliances, and the retiring deans had proposed greater
alignment.

Hanson will place searches for new deans on hold for at least the fall 2013 semester. The
appointment of a task force and the announcement of a process for seeking broad stakeholder input
are expected in the coming weeks.

 "I will ask the task force to consider whether a new college devoted to agriculture, life sciences, and
the environment might consolidate the strengths of the University in ways that would advance our
academic mission and our engagement with local and global communities," Hanson said. "The
leadership transitions in CBS and CFANS make this discussion timely, but the consideration of such
a college is driven principally by the direction of the life sciences, especially around genomics, and
trends in research and higher education in agriculture, biological and natural resource sciences."

Interim CFANS Dean Brian Buhr said that the exploration of closer alignment between the two
colleges is consistent with "the synergy that already exists between the two colleges and the
changing needs of stakeholders in agriculture and industry. Consideration of a new consolidated
structure will position us more strongly to advance research and outreach to stakeholders and
communities across the state and globally."

Hanson stressed that no decision will be made "until we have consulted all stakeholders and
thoroughly weighed all of the issues from many vantage points. We need to determine whether the
benefits and synergies enhance current strengths in both CFANS and CBS."

The consideration of a new college, a process supported by U President Eric Kaler, will be one of
many conversations that will unfold in tandem with the broader strategic planning process on the
Twin Cities campus. These efforts will help position the University of Minnesota for the future and
advance the U’s academic mission.

"The explosion of biological knowledge in the era of genomics has led to unprecedented
opportunities," CBS Dean Robert Elde said. "The enhanced collaboration between CFANS and CBS
in a new college could strengthen the impact and excellence of our research, and better prepare
students to translate basic knowledge into applied solutions to pressing problems in agriculture,
environmental sciences, and medicine, among other areas."

During this exploration period, students will not experience any disruption in their current schedules,
majors or services in either college, Hanson said.
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Information on the U of M/TCF Bank relationship

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/04/2013) —The University of Minnesota released the following
statement in response to an ABC News request for interview re: student ID cards and related
banking relationships.

"The University of Minnesota shares the concern of ABC News and policymakers that there may be
existing questionable practices by some financial institutions that adversely affect students. In such
cases, the University supports policymakers who want to do what’s best for students. We share that
goal and our contracts and policies reflect these values.

While there may be some existing business arrangements across the country that negatively affect
students, the U of M’s relationship with TCF Bank is not one of them. Our current arrangement
allows students to make their own choices about banking, provides students convenience and
abides by state and federal laws that protect student consumers.

Specifically, our agreement ensures:

Students have the choice of where to bank. No student, staff or faculty member is required to
open a bank account to receive a U Card, nor is the process to link the U Card and the optional TCF
Bank checking account automatic. The U of M campus also provides access to ATMs from
competing banks including U.S. Bank and Wells Fargo, as well as a non-bank ATM. U.S. Bank also
has a branch office on the West Bank of the Twin Cities campus. Other banks can market on
campus, participate in events and sponsor programs.
Students’ best interests are protected. The optional checking account is one of the best banking
options available to students and is in line with U.S. Public Interest Research Group (PIRG)
principles. Features include: totally free checking; no minimum balance; free checks; and 21 ATMs
on campus. TCF Bank was one of the first banks to adopt the Pew Foundation model disclosure to
ensure transparency about account terms.
Aggressive marketing is prohibited. The U Card Office pre-approves all TCF Bank marketing.
TCF Bank occasionally offers modest incentives, such as a free U of M sweatshirt. U Card holders
are offered information about TCF Bank account options at the U Card office and the U Card
contains a TCF Bank logo. However, U Card holders must actively pursue opening a TCF Bank
account or linking their U Card to a TCF Bank checking account. It is not required.
The program reinvests in students. The U Card/TCF Bank agreement provides a payment to the
University based on the number of active TCF Bank checking accounts from students, faculty and
staff. To date, the University has received approximately $1 million per year in payments (the
minimum payment allowed), which directly benefits students through scholarships and programs
such as the Office for Equity and Diversity Annual Program, Homecoming and Spring Jam, the
annual Transportation Fair and other events organized by student groups. The Center for Academic
Planning and Exploration also receives funding to help students determine their major and make
career decisions.

Background
The U Card is the official University of Minnesota photo ID card and conveniently links to multiple
accounts, including Gopher GoldTM Value, FlexDine, Meal Plans and the Student Account.
Students may also take the active choice of linking the U Card with a TCF Bank checking account –
but only if cardholders opt into that account. The U Card, which contains a TCF Bank logo, also
provides access to recreational facilities and computer labs, and serves as a building access card.
The University has had a relationship with TCF Bank for nearly 20 years."

FAQ: U of M Banking Agreement with TCF Bank

When did the relationship between the U and TCF Bank start and why?
The University of Minnesota established a relationship with TCF Bank in the mid-1990s to provide
greater convenience and banking options to students, faculty and staff members and to secure a
long-term funding source that would reinvest in students through scholarships and programming.
The agreement was extended in 2005 in conjunction with a new naming agreement for TCF Bank
Stadium – the University’s football stadium.

What is the current contractual agreement between the U and TCF Bank?
The TCF Bank banking agreement was lengthened to 2023 with an optional six-year extension that
coincides with the naming agreement timeline. Under the agreement, U Card holders have the
option to open a separate TCF Bank checking account. The checking account is distinct from the
issuance of a U Card. In other words, no student, staff or faculty member is required to open a
bank account as a condition of receiving a U Card nor is the process to link the U Card and
the optional TCF Bank checking account automatic. The checking account, if opened by an
individual, is not utilized for financial aid distribution or other University business unless the
U Card holder chooses to register the account for direct deposit.

The optional checking account presents one of the best banking options available to
students and is in line with principles issued by the U.S. Public Interest Research Group
(PIRG). Features include: totally free checking; no minimum balance; free checks; and TCF Bank
ATMs on campus. U Card holders have the option of linking their U Card to the TCF Bank checking
account for the purpose of accessing TCF Bank ATMs. While the U Card Office is responsible for
issuing the U Card and the U Card contains TCF Bank’s logo, individuals wishing to open a
TCF Bank checking account must do so with TCF Bank directly and not the U of M. 

The U Card/TCF Bank agreement provides a payment to the University based on the number of
active TCF Bank checking accounts from students, faculty and staff. Until this year, the University
has received $1 million per year in payments (the minimum payment provided for in the agreement).
The money has been used to directly benefit students through undergraduate, graduate and
professional scholarships and to support student programming initiatives such as the Office for
Equity and Diversity Annual Program, Homecoming and Spring Jam, the annual Transportation Fair
and other events organized by student groups. The Center for Academic Planning and Exploration
also receives funding to help students determine their major and make career decisions.

How does the agreement ensure students maintain the choice of where to bank, are protected from
predatory banking practices, practice financial literacy and generally benefit?

1. Students have the choice of where to bank. No student, staff or faculty member is required to
open a bank account. The U of M campus also provides access to ATMs from competing banks, as
well as a non-bank ATM. There is a TCF Bank branch office in Coffman Union and a U.S. Bank
branch office on the West Bank of the Twin Cities campus. Branch offices of multiple banks are also
within walking distance of the Twin Cities campus.

2. Students’ best interests are protected. The optional checking account is one of the best
banking options available to students and is in line with U.S. Public Interest Research Group
(PIRG) principles

3. Aggressive marketing is prohibited. While some marketing occurs, it is modest, such as the
offer of a free U of M sweatshirt. U Card holders are offered information about TCF Bank account
options at the U Card office and the U Card contains a TCF Bank logo. All marketing is pre-
approved by the U Card Office.

4. The program reinvests in students. The U Card/TCF Bank agreement provides a payment to
the University based on the number of active TCF Bank checking accounts by students, faculty and
staff. Until this year, the University has received $1 million per year in payments (the minimum
payment provided for in the agreement), which directly benefits students through scholarships and
student programming.

How does the University of Minnesota live out its value of equipping students to make good
financial decisions outside of the TCF Bank agreement?
From the moment University of Minnesota students step onto campus there are many initiatives and
programs that help them manage their financial resources, minimize debt and increase financial
literacy.

For example, more than 5,000 freshmen at the Twin Cities campus learned how to “Live Like A
Student Now So You Don’t Have To Later” this fall. Student participation in the campaign is
mandatory and aims to help students make smart financial decisions now, so they don’t graduate
with excessive debt. Through face-to-face classes, social media and other resources, students learn
how to manage money and navigate financial challenges, such has how to save on textbooks,
buying a computer, spending habits and grocery shopping. The University also offers a class in
fiscal literacy (including an online version) for students, as well as parent programs.

In 2011, free in-person financial literacy presentations reached 9,360 students and in 2012, the Live
Like A Student web site received more than 110,000 visits. Students report that these efforts equip
them for a healthier financial future: 70 percent of nearly 1,600 respondents who participated in our
campaign said it made them think critically about spending decisions and saving money as a college
student. 71 percent said the campaign made them more aware of the long-term impact of spending
decisions.

How is the U-TCF Bank arrangement different from other agreements between higher education
institutions and banks?
While other higher education institutions have agreements with financial institutions, the University
of Minnesota’s agreement is significantly different. The U of M’s agreement is characterized by two
key features: activating a TCF Bank checking account is entirely optional, and payments to the U
are used for scholarships and student programming initiatives such as the Gophers After Dark
program (late-night student activities) and Welcome Week. Meanwhile, some higher education
institutions require students to open an account with a specific bank to allow for transfer of financial
aid balances to the student. At the U, students may designate any banking institution and account
for direct deposit of financial aid balances, payroll and other purposes.

For what purposes do students use a U Card?
The U Card is the official U of M photo ID card for students, faculty and staff and provides access to
recreational facilities, computer labs, libraries and serves as a building access card. U Cards
provide significant convenience to cardholders by allowing them to link to multiple accounts. Value
may be stored on the card through the Gopher GOLD Value program for use at the campus post
office, computer print labs, library photocopiers, the bookstore and vending machines, as well as for
meal plans and the FlexDine program. Other uses include tracking of participants in Welcome Week
programs, open houses and the TCF Bank checking account if a cardholder chooses to open one.

Are students required to open a TCF account upon receipt of a U card?
No. Students have the option to open a separate checking account through TCF Bank, but are not
required to do so to receive their U Cards. In fact, the process to link the U Card and the optional
TCF Bank checking account is not automatic. Cardholders must create this link by visiting a TCF
Bank branch.

Why is this U-TCF Bank agreement in the best interests of the U as a public institution?
The U Card/TCF Bank agreement offers students, faculty and staff the convenience of linking
multiple on- and off-campus uses – including an optional checking account – to a single card. It also
provides access to a checking account option that is among the best in the marketplace. Finally, the
agreement provides a stream of reliable funding for scholarships and programs that directly benefit
University of Minnesota students, including diversity, Homecoming, academic planning and career
exploration programs.

What effect does the relationship between the U and TCF Bank have on other financial institutions,
and what implications exist for students, staff and faculty?
The U Card/TCF Bank agreement does not preclude other financial institutions to conduct business
on campus and with students, faculty and staff. There are alternative bank ATMs on campus and an
alternative bank branch office (U.S. Bank) on the West Bank of the Twin Cities campus. Branches of
multiple other banks are within walking distance of the Twin Cities campus. The U Card/TCF Bank
agreement offers a market-leading checking account to students, faculty and staff but it is entirely
optional. U Card holders need to take action to open an account directly with TCF Bank, and must
also act to link the checking account with their U Card.

Regardless of a cardholder’s relationship with TCF Bank, all students, faculty and staff have access
to a variety of banking options on campus. The U provides for ATM locations for competing financial
institutions, typically through a Request for Proposal (RFP) process. U.S. Bank and Wells Fargo
have multiple ATM locations, and the McNamara Alumni Center provides ATM access with a non-
bank ATM machine similar to those found at gas stations and convenience stores.

Have there been any cardholder problems with the current arrangement between the U and TCF
Bank?
There have been minimal problems. If a parent or student changes their minds about opening an
account, they are allowed to close it immediately. If a student has questions or concerns, the U Card
Office facilitates those discussions to ensure resolution.

What would be the opportunity cost if the U did not have an agreement with TCF Bank and what
would it mean for the parties?
The University and its students would no longer receive the benefit of at least $1 million a year in
payments from TCF Bank, which is used for scholarships and a variety of programs that directly
benefit students.

What protections are there for students in the agreement with TCF Bank?
There is no obligation whatsoever for students to sign up for a TCF Bank checking account. If they
choose to do so, a number of features offer them financial protection.

A TCF Bank checking account has no monthly account fee, no minimum balance requirement, no
fee for issuing or using a debit card, no fees for withdrawals at TCF Bank ATMs and unlimited free
"foreign" ATM withdrawals in all U.S. states except in Minnesota and South Dakota, which is limited
to four free transactions per month.
The features of the TCF Bank checking account are better than the recommended FDIC Model Safe
Accounts Template and meet or exceed principles offered by U.S. PIRG.
TCF Bank was one of the first banks to adopt the Pew Foundation model disclosure to ensure
transparency about its terms and practices.
When linked to a TCF Bank checking account, the U Card offers the convenience of both an ATM
card and a debit card with merchants off campus that offer PIN-protected transactions.
If a parent or student changes their minds about opening an account, they are allowed to close it
immediately. If a student has questions or concerns, the U Card Office facilitates those discussions
to ensure resolution.
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University of Minnesota and City of North St. Paul to launch new
sustainability collaboration Friday

Who: University of Minnesota and City of North St. Paul
What: 2013-2014 Resilient Communities Project Launch
Where: North St. Paul Community Center and School, 2300 North St. Paul Drive, North St. Paul,
Minn. 
When: Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Contacts: Mike Greco, Resilient Communities Project, mgreco@umn.edu, (612) 625-7501

September 5, 2013

North St. Paul elected officials, city staff and residents will join University of Minnesota academic
leaders Friday to launch a new partnership through the Resilient Communities Project. The
partnership will bring the expertise of hundreds of graduate students and faculty from across the
University to 21 sustainability-related projects identified by North St. Paul.

Students will earn credit for their participation while North St. Paul will benefit from the contribution
of time and expertise to completing projects in areas such as: living streets, green energy and
conservation, housing and aging in place, environmental education, crime watch and neighborhood
identities, civic engagement and communication, community branding, emerald ash borer
management, trail connections, redevelopment readiness, staff development, downtown
revitalization and economic development, bulk solid waste disposal, public art and community
gardening.

Schedule
11:30 am – Lunch and Welcome
12:00 pm – Overview of Program and Projects

Please RSVP  here or email rcp@umn.edu.

RCP is an initiative of the University of Minnesota Sustainability Faculty Network and is supported
by the Institute on the Environment and Center for Urban and Regional Affairs.
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Minnesota's first 'Challenge Home' to be unveiled at Twin Cities
Parade of Homes

Media Note: The home can be seen at a media availability and tour beginning at 10:30 a.m.
Thursday, Sept. 19 at the home, 1017 Oak Bluff Circle, St. Paul. There will be a short presentation
at 11:00 and leaders from the U of M project,  Amaris Homes, and key industry partners will be on-
site to show the home and answer questions.

Contacts: Becky Beyers, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
bbeyers@umn.edu, (612) 626-5754
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801
Wendy Dank, Parade of Homes, (651) 697-7565

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/06/2013) —The first Minnesota "Challenge Home" – a home on the
leading edge of energy efficiency and sustainability – will be part of this year’s Parade of Homes 
presented by the Builders Association of the Twin Cities. Researchers from the University of
Minnesota, partnered with the U.S. Department of Energy Building America program have helped
develop and evaluate the technologies and processes  used to design and construct the home as
part of an ongoing project funded by the U.S. Department of Energy.  This home also meets the
strict requirements for the MN Green Path (Master Certified) and the LEED for Homes (LEED v4
Beta Program) which is also a first in Minnesota.

The home shows how attractive design can be blended with the latest standards for energy and
sustainability, said Pat Huelman, who directs the university’s Cold Climate Housing center and leads
the multi-state "NorthernSTAR Building America Partnership" funded by the energy department.
That project’s goal is to help develop cost-effective solutions that dramatically reduce the average
energy use of housing while improving comfort, indoor air quality, and long-term durability and
lowering the overall cost of ownership.

The 3,600-square-foot rambler exceeds both state and federal guidelines for energy efficiency,
Huelman said, "and it hits the sweet spot – it’s an example of how you can have a very attractive,
affordable home, but also go well beyond the current codes and standards." The multi-year energy
department NorthernStar project began in 2010 and is a partnership between university
researchers, consultants, and home-builders, along with product manufacturers and suppliers.  

The Parade of Homes begins Sept. 7 and runs through Sept. 29.  Visitors can walk through homes
such as the Challenge Home at 1017 Oak Bluff Circle in St. Paul to see this year’s design and
construction trends along with the state-of-the-art technologies and systems, designed and built by
local builder Amaris Homes.

With a goal of zero net-energy use, a DOE Challenge Home combines proscribed materials,
techniques and products that offer superior energy efficiency and a renewable energy-ready design
(like solar), along with indoor air quality, comfort, safety and durability, plus effective water and
resource conservation.  When the planned solar photovoltaic system is added in 2014, the St. Paul
home will be able to give back to the electrical grid almost as much energy as it uses, Huelman
said.

Along with energy efficiency, DOE Challenge Homes like this one are quiet and comfortable; built to
last; and include a healthier indoor environment that minimizes pollutants and ensure quality
ventilation, he added. Efficiencies developed through research like this are a benchmark for leading
builders now, but eventually may become standardized throughout the industry, and part of state or
federal building codes.
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Colombian faculty and students visit U of M to continue work on
human rights education
Visit part of U-Antioquia, Colombia Human Rights Partnership

Contacts: Kelly O'Brien, College of Liberal Arts, obrie036@umn.edu, (612) 624-4109
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/06/2013) —Gaining a broader understanding of human rights
education, clinical practice and advocacy in the U.S. is the purpose of a visit by faculty and students
from Colombia to the University of Minnesota Twin Cities this fall.

Beginning Monday, Sept. 9, the Human Rights Program and Human Rights Center at the U are
hosting six professors, one professional and two students from Colombia through the U of M -
Antioquia Human Rights Partnership. Visiting partners have backgrounds in law, public policy and
political science and work on behalf of vulnerable women and children, workers, LGBT individuals,
displaced individuals and victims or armed conflict, and communities affected by environmental
degradation in their home country. The Partnership aims to promote and protect human rights in
Colombia by enhancing human rights legal education.

On Tuesday, Sept. 10 the deans of the U’s College of Liberal Arts and Law School, together with the
co-directors of the Partnership, Professors Barbara Frey and David Weissbrodt, will welcome
visiting faculty, staff and students in Mondale Hall’s Auerbach Commons (229 19th Ave. S.,
Minneapolis). Following the welcome reception, each visitor will spend between 1 and 6 weeks
engaging with U of M faculty and clinical teams and local human rights advocates to gain a broader
understanding of human rights education, clinical practice, and advocacy in the U.S.

Initiated in October 2012, the U of M - Antioquia Human Rights Partnership, provides an opportunity
for UMN faculty in human rights to share strategies, mechanisms and theory for the promotion and
protection of human rights with human rights defenders at four universities in Antioquia, Colombia:
the Universidad de Medellín, Universidad de Antioquia, Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana and
Universidad Católica de Oriente. Having spent the early part of 2013 developing strong bonds at
each school, U faculty and students are currently collaborating on legal clinical work for human
rights cases in Colombia, the development of human rights curriculum at each institution and
realization of extra-curricular events and internships to enhance human rights education throughout
the region.

The objectives of the U of M - Antioquia Human Rights Partnership are to:

strengthen the institutional capacity of the Colombian law schools to train future legal practitioners in
human rights;
enhance the outreach capacity of regional law schools to better serve vulnerable populations;
and equip future legal professionals with an understanding of national and international standards of
human rights and the skills to support human rights in Colombia.

The Partnership is funded by a $1.25 million grant from the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) and Higher Education Development (HED) through 2015 and provides
several international exchange opportunities for U of M and Antioquia faculty and students over the
next two years.
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Hundreds of University of Minnesota students to work with
North St. Paul on city sustainability projects
Resilient Community Project brings students and faculty from across the U to Minnesota
communities

Contacts: Mike Greco, Resilient Communities Project, mgreco@umn.edu, (612) 625-7501
Laurie Koehnle, City of North St. Paul, laurie.koehnle@ci.north-saint-paul.mn.us, (651) 747-2504
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/06/2013) —North Saint Paul elected officials, city staff and residents
joined University of Minnesota academic leaders today to launch a new partnership through the
Resilient Communities Project, an initiative that will bring the expertise of hundreds of graduate
students and faculty to sustainability-related projects identified by North Saint Paul.

Students and faculty from 20 disciplines, including law, architecture, urban planning, natural
resource management, civil engineering, design, forestry, environmental education, social work, and
public policy across the Twin Cities and Duluth campuses, will begin work this month on 21 projects
focused on sustainability and resilience that North St. Paul has proposed. Project areas include
street redesign to support pedestrian and other uses, green energy and conservation, housing and
aging in place, environmental education, crime watch and neighborhood identities, civic
engagement and communication, community branding, emerald ash borer management, trail
connections, redevelopment readiness, staff development, downtown revitalization and economic
development, bulk solid waste disposal, public art, and community gardening.

"The City of North St. Paul is pleased and excited about entering into this collaborative program with
the many departments and programs at the University of Minnesota," said Mayor Mike Kuehn. "As a
smaller community our city does not have the staff or other resources needed to work on the many
important projects the Resilient Communities Program will be performing for the city. These projects,
when completed, should go a long ways in advancing the future livability of our community."

"The partnership with North St. Paul offers tremendous potential for all involved. We're excited to
work on key priorities for the City and at the same time provide invaluable opportunities for
University of Minnesota students to gain on-the-ground experience in sustainability."

Each academic year, RCP chooses a city partner through a competitive proposal process, works
with the city to identify potential projects based on community-identified needs, then matches the
projects with University courses that provide students and faculty who have the expertise needed to
complete them in partnership with city staff. The collaboration helps the community work toward a
more sustainable and livable future, offers students real-world opportunities to apply their
knowledge and training, and provides a foundation for ongoing collaboration. During the 2012–13
academic year, RCP collaborated with the City of Minnetonka to complete 14 projects that engaged
25 classes and more than 200 students across eight schools and colleges at the University of
Minnesota.

Hundreds of students and faculty contribute across a wide range of academic disciplines―from
architecture, planning and engineering to business, environmental sciences and the humanities.
Many projects combine multiple disciplines to address problems from diverse perspectives.
Expertise is available in all aspects of sustainability, including environmental health, economic
opportunity, social equity and community livability, and all stages of sustainability efforts, including
analysis, planning, design, implementation and evaluation.

RCP is an initiative of the Sustainability Faculty Network at the University of Minnesota, with funding
and administrative support provided by the Center for Urban and Regional Affairs (CURA) and the
Institute on the Environment. To learn more, visit rcp.umn.edu.

About the Institute on the Environment: The University of Minnesota's Institute on the Environment
discovers solutions to Earth’s most pressing environmental problems by conducting transformative
research, developing the next generation of global leaders and building world-changing
partnerships. Learn more online at  www.environment.umn.edu.

About the Center for Urban and Regional Affairs: The University of Minnesota’s Center for Urban
and Regional Affairs (CURA) connects the resources of the University of Minnesota with the
interests and needs of urban communities and the region. CURA pursues its urban and regional
mission by facilitating and supporting connections between state and local governments,
neighborhoods, and nonprofit organizations, and relevant resources at the University, including
faculty and students from appropriate campuses, colleges, centers or departments. Learn more
online at www.cura.umn.edu

About the city of North Saint Paul: North St. Paul is a town of 3.1 square miles with a six-block-long
main street. A small industrial village turned first-ring suburb, North St. Paul embraces its small-town
feel but also recognizes it is part of a larger region. With 125 years of history, North St. Paul is a
tight-knit community with bonds to the town atmosphere, its neighbors and their shared past. It is
also a town that looks to the future, embracing technology and seeking new ways to capture the
next wave of innovation and ingenuity to propel the community forward. Learn more at
www.northstpaul.net.
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University of Minnesota Board of Regents to discuss
Accountability Report, 2014 Capital Request and Operational
Excellence

What: University of Minnesota Board of Regents meetings
When: Thursday, Sept. 12 and Friday, Sept. 13, 2013
Where: 600 McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

September 6, 2013

The University of Minnesota Board of Regents is set to hear an annual report on fulfillment of the
U’s mission, while also reviewing key initiatives aimed at ensuring continued excellence in teaching,
research, outreach and operational efficiency and effectiveness.

Regents will hold committee meetings Thursday, Sept. 12 and a full Board meeting Friday, Sept. 13.
In addition to receiving the University Plan, Performance and Accountability Report, the Board will
discuss elements of the proposed 2014 Capital Request and hear, for the first time, details of a five-
year implementation plan for the next phase of President Eric Kaler’s Operational Excellence
commitment.

Accountability Report
Now in its twelfth year, the University Plan, Performance and Accountability Report is a broad,
governance-level report on how well the University of Minnesota is fulfilling  its fundamental land-
grant mission and delivering value to the state of Minnesota.

The 2013 edition details the University’s five-year progress, successes and strategic initiatives
across ten critical categories: Student recruitment and academic achievement; student experience;
access and affordability; graduation rates; organizational efficiency and effectiveness; diversity;
community engagement; global reach; state economic impact; and the institution’s research
enterprise.

2014 Capital Request
The six building and infrastructure projects that comprise the University’s proposed 2014 Capital
Investment Request align with the U’s strategic goals to attract and retain the best and brightest
students and world-class faculty and staff; to inspire innovation, exploration and discovery; and to
responsibly steward its physical and financial resources.

Regents will be introduced to six system-wide capital investment projects being recommended for
inclusion in the University’s request for state funding during the 2014 legislative session:

Higher Education Asset Preservation and Replacement (HEAPR), which would allot system-
wide funds to maximize and extend the life of the U’s existing physical plant;
Tate Science and Teaching Renovation, a request aimed at renovating the obsolete labs and
classrooms of this 87-year-old science building to meet the modern day requirements of two core
science and technology disciplines, Physics and Earth Sciences;
Microbial sciences research building, a request for funds to construct a new laboratory building
for interdisciplinary research in microbiology-focused fields such as plant pathology, food safety and
animal infectious diseases;
Crookston wellness center, which would use funds to provide modern wellness facilities and
programs at the University's Crookston campus to support academic programs, and better serve
students;
Research laboratory improvement fund, a request for system-wide funds to make necessary
improvements to existing research facilities, including the University’s bee laboratory, plant
greenhouses and aquatic invasive species laboratory;
Chemical sciences and advanced materials building, a request to expand the Duluth campus’s
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) programs with a new teaching and research
facility.

 The Board will vote on the final 2014 Capital Request during its October meeting.

Operational Excellence
In its first two years, Operational Excellence -- President Kaler’s commitment to working smarter,
reducing costs, enhancing services and increasing revenues -- has achieved at least $34 million in
cost savings for the University of Minnesota.

To achieve continued savings for the foreseeable future, Kaler will share with the Board a five-year
implementation plan and financial target for administrative cost savings and investment in mission
activities.  

The five-year Operational Excellence implementation plan includes further re-designing U
administrative services, consistent with recent recommendations from Huron Consulting Services.
Earlier this year, Huron completed a Benchmarking and Diagnostic Study that concluded that while
the U is already undertaking major initiatives to promote efficiency and effectiveness, it also faces
the same administrative challenges as its peers, and recommends additional initiatives to create
shared administrative service functions, better metrics and simplify procedures in some areas.

 Other agenda items include:

Committee work plans: During Thursday’s committee meetings, committee chairs will lead a
discussion on 2013-14 work plans, which outline major strategic and governance issues the board
will tackle this year.
Annual report on compensation: Per Board policy, Office of Human Resources (OHR) Vice
President Kathryn Brown will provide an annual report on compensation for University employees.
For the first time, this report will also include a report on senior leader compensation, which was an
outcome of the Board’s 2012 Special Committee on Executive Compensation.
Welcome to Danita Brown Young: Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost Karen
Hanson will formally introduce and welcome Danita Brown Young, who began in late July as the U’s
vice provost for student affairs and dean of students.

For more information, go to www.umn.edu/regents.
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Greg
Frankenfield
to receive U
of M's 2013
Entrepreneur
of the Year
Award

Contacts: Steve
Rudolph, Carlson
School of
Management,
skr@umn.edu, (612)
624-8770
Jessica Snell,
Haberman &
Associates,

jessica@habermaninc.com, (612) 372-6452

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/09/2013) —Greg Frankenfield, co-founder and CEO of Magenic, will
be presented with the University’s Entrepreneur of the Year award at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept.
11, at the University of Minnesota McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis. The
ceremony will feature welcoming remarks from President Eric Kaler and also announce the winners
of the 2013 Minnesota Cup, a competition that supports and encourages emerging entrepreneurs
and highlights the position of the University of Minnesota as a hub for innovation.

"Greg is a passionate and optimistic entrepreneurial leader who is committed to creating
opportunities for his employees and the community," said John Stavig, professional director of the
Gary S. Holmes Center for Entrepreneurship at the Carlson School of Management at the University
of Minnesota.  "We’re proud to recognize Greg as an entrepreneurial role model who has not only
built an enduring company at Magenic, but who remains an active leader in the Young Presidents
Organization, Children’s Hospital Foundation Board, Smile Network, and local theatre boards."

Greg earned two degrees from the University of Minnesota – an undergraduate degree in Chemical
Engineering from the College of Science and Engineering and an MBA from the Carlson School. He
has been a frequent speaker in entrepreneurship classes at the Carlson School and was one of the
original mentors in the Minnesota Cup competition.

Greg started his career in the consumer products industry with P&G and General Mills.  He co-
founded Magenic in 1995 with Paul Fridman to fulfill his passion for solving business technology
challenges and creating a great place to work.   Over the past 18 years, Magenic has adapted with
the rapidly changing technology platforms and grown into an international custom software
development firm that employs 500 employees in 8 offices worldwide.   Headquartered in St. Louis
Park, Magenic has been broadly recognized for its open culture and was recognized this year as
one of the top ten workplaces in Minnesota.

Greg’s most recent entrepreneurial effort is directed toward a passion he shares with his wife,
Marissa.  Together, they recently acquired and are upgrading the Old Log Theater, which opened
their first production last week. 

About Magenic
Founded in 1995, Magenic is a custom software development firm that focuses on the Microsoft
technology stack and mobile software development. Six months after founding Magenic we were
approached to be acquired and we were asked "what’s our exit strategy".  Our reply:  "What’s an
exit strategy?" If you tell someone you meet at a bar what we do, they will not understand, but our
customers do. We still don’t have an exit strategy. We founded the company on the simple premise
that we wanted to make Magenic a great place to work.  We wanted to treat our employees like
adults and we wanted to operate with pride and integrity.  We still do.

About the Minnesota Cup
In the nine years since its inception, the Minnesota Cup competition has supported over 8,000
participants from 66 counties around the state. The competition’s mission is to seek out, support,
celebrate and promote Minnesota's newest, most innovative business ideas and connect resident
entrepreneurs with leading executives, investors and the University of Minnesota.  The Holmes
Center and alumni founders of the competition hope it will inspire new business ventures and drive
economic growth in the state of Minnesota.
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Rare
Audubon
Works
Included in
Fall Exhibit
at Bell
Museum of
Natural
History

Contacts: Andrea Klaassen, Bell Museum of Natural History, aklaasse@umn.edu, (612) 624-7389
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/09/2013) —This fall, the Bell Museum will debut Audubon and the
Art of Birds, an exhibition that explores the human fascination with birds, and showcases one of the
museum’s most valuable treasures: a double-elephant folio edition of John James Audubon’s Birds
of America. The rare collection of hand-colored engravings was donated to the Bell Museum in
1928. After restoration, a total of 50 prints from this mammoth publication will be on display over the
course of the exhibition, which opens October 5, 2013.
 
Using Audubon’s great work as a focal point, the exhibition traces the evolution of ornithological art
from the Renaissance to the present day. From simple woodcuts to elegantly refined engravings
and photo-realist paintings, the exhibition engages visitors in the artistic struggle to understand the
beauty, diversity and vitality of birds.

By depicting birds alive, in action—often dramatically so, Audubon’s images revolutionized the way
people viewed birds and the natural world. In a similar manner, the exhibition hopes to shift the way
much of the public views bird art.

"When you think of bird art, most folks think of ducks flying over cattails," says curator Don Luce.
"There’s a deep human fascination with birds—the colors, feathers, songs; they also are seen as
symbols of freedom and vitality. By assembling over 100 paintings, drawings and prints—including
those from Audubon as well as other artists, we create a richer, broader picture of bird art and its
impact on our culture."

An opening preview reception will be held at the Bell Museum on Thursday, October 3. This ticketed
event will include a sneak peek at the exhibit and a program with curator Don Luce, Audubon
biographer William Souder and artist-naturalist Julie Zickefoose. Tickets for the reception are
available online at www.bellmuseum.org.

In addition to Audubon, other featured artists include Mark Catesby, Alexander Wilson, Francois
Levaillant, John Gould, Francis Lee Jaques, Roger Tory Peterson and Charley Harper. The
exhibition offers a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to see works by these different artists, brought
together in one location. To protect the rare artworks, the exhibit will close for two weeks in January
2014 to exchange light-sensitive prints. The second half of the exhibit will open February 1, 2014.
Each half will include at least 35 of the total restored Audubon prints.

John James Audubon is recognized in both science and art worlds as a revolutionary, pivotal figure.
His curiosity about nature began as a child and fueled his work creating life-size depictions of the
birds of America, an endeavor that would take decades to complete. His methods were unorthodox,
and controversy followed him during his publication efforts. Ultimately his talent won out and Birds of
America became a key work for bird and art lovers around the world.  

The Bell Museum is part of the University’s College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource
Sciences, and strives to advance the quest to discover, document and understand life in its many
forms and to inspire curiosity, delight and informed stewardship of the natural world. For details, visit
bellmuseum.org.
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U of M researchers get intimate in new book

Contacts: Steve Baker, College of Education and Human Development, s-bake@umn.edu, (612)
624-3430
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/09/2013) —How much do you really know about your partner? How
much do you want them to know about you? The answers to these questions are often surprising,
according to two University of Minnesota researchers who recently published a new book, Knowing
and Not Knowing in Intimate Relationships.

"Many of the people we talked to revealed that they hungered to be known and yet kept secrets
from their partner," said Paul Rosenblatt, U of M professor emeritus of family social science. "Some
hid past relationships or that they had an affair, while others hid issues of money, addiction, health
or personal failures."

Rosenblatt, and co-author Elizabeth Wieling, an associate professor of family social science at the
U, based their findings on intensive interviews with 37 adults.

"This book shows that knowing and not knowing are central to couple relationships," said Wieling.
"They’re entangled in love, sexual attraction, trust, commitment, caring, empathy, decision making,
conflict, and many other aspects of couple life. Often the entanglement is paradoxical. For example,
a person saying she wants to be known very, very well, and yet keeping some things hidden from a
partner."

The researchers also found that many partners investigate their significant others in the early stages
of a relationship -- from talking to family and friends of the person they’re interested in to snooping
on cell phones, going through drawers or even talking to the partner’s minister.

"Trust is a huge issue in relationships and must be present," said Rosenblatt. "We found that some
people never recovered from a break in that trust, which had a major effect on the relationship. On
the other hand, some relationships survived and even became stronger after major violations of
trust."

The researchers findings did find differences between men and women, as well as between age
groups.

"Many young women struggled with what’s expected of them versus what they needed to be in an
intimate relationship," said Wieling. "While women wanted shared meaning and experiences with
their partner to feel intimate, some men indicated that sex was the main factor for a feeling of
intimacy."

"Of the older people we interviewed, many reported that knowing everything about their partner was
not of paramount importance," added Rosenblatt. "We heard that more often among younger
people, which may be a sign of the times or a sign of what goes on in earlier stages of
relationships."

Both Rosenblatt and Wieling are available for interviews. To schedule, please contact Steve Baker
or Steve Henneberry.
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U of M roundtable on situation in Syria
Timely expert roundtable takes place Wednesday, Sept. 11

Who: Three U of M professors and members of the local Syrian community
When: Wednesday, Sept. 11, 4 p.m.
Where: Room 125 of Willey Hall, 225 19th Ave. S., on the University’s West Bank campus

Contacts: Kelly O'Brien, College of Liberal Arts, obrie036@umn.edu, (612) 624-4109
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

September 10, 2013

The ongoing situation in Syria is the topic of a roundtable discussion between three University of
Minnesota professors and members of the local Syrian community on Wednesday, Sept. 11 at 4
p.m. in room 125 of Willey Hall, 225 19th Ave. S., on the University’s West Bank campus.

Titled, "Countering Mass Atrocities in Syria: Between Human Rights Ideals and Geo-Political
Concerns," the roundtable discussion will explore the challenge of preserving the human rights of
Syrian civilians while global political leaders debate whether militaries should engage.

The panel will include:

Professor Sarah Parkinson, a Middle East scholar at the Humphrey School of Public Affairs;
Ragui Assaad, Professor, Planning and Public Affairs at the Humphrey School of Public Affairs;
Ron Krebs, associate professor in the Department of Political Science;
and members of the Syrian community. 

Moderators are Barbara Frey, director of the Human Rights Program, and Alejandro Baer, director of
the Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies.

The U of M's Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies and Human Rights Program are
sponsoring the roundtable.
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Upcoming events on the U of M campus

Contacts: University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/11/2013) —Please find below a list of select upcoming University of
Minnesota-related events. For the full U of M events calendar, visit www.events.umn.edu.

Wednesday, Sept. 11 – Roundtable discussion on situation in Syria
The ongoing situation in Syria is the topic of a roundtable discussion between three University of
Minnesota professors and members of the local Syrian community on Wednesday, Sept. 11 at 4
p.m. in room 125 of Willey Hall, 225 19th Ave. S., on the University’s West Bank campus.

Titled, "Countering Mass Atrocities in Syria: Between Human Rights Ideals and Geo-Political
Concerns," the roundtable discussion will explore the challenge of preserving the human rights of
Syrian civilians while global political leaders debate whether militaries should engage.

The U of M's Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies and Human Rights Program are
sponsoring the roundtable.

For more information, visit: http://www1.umn.edu/news/news-
releases/2013/UR_CONTENT_455574.html.

Monday, Sept. 16 – Amato to discuss latest book, ‘Surfaces’
Joseph Amato, Emeritus Professor of History at Southwest Minnesota State University, will discuss
his latest book, "Surfaces: A History" from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Monday, Sept. 16 in Room 120 of Elmer L.
Andersen Library, 222 21st Ave. S., Minneapolis.

In this, his most recent book, Amato traces the human relationship with surfaces from the deep
history of human evolution, which unfolded across millennia, up to the contemporary world.

Sponsored by the University of Minnesota Libraries, Archives and Special Collections, admission to
the event is free.

For more information, visit: http://www.continuum.umn.edu/event/amato-to-discuss-latest-book-
surfaces....

Tuesday, Sept. 17 – ‘Connected Histories’ Fall 2013 Book Discussion series begins
"Connected Histories" is a series of five book discussions led by Giancarlo Casale, associate
professor of the history of the Islamic world at the University of Minnesota. Sponsored by the
University of Minnesota Libraries and Hennepin County Library, the discussion will be held Tuesday,
Sept. 17 from 7 to 8:45 p.m. at Hennepin County Library Central/Downtown, 300 Nicollet Mall,
Minneapolis.

Admission is free.

The discussion series is part of the Muslim Journeys Bookshelf project, which presents to the
American public resources representing diverse perspectives on the people, places, histories,
beliefs, practices and cultures of Muslims in the United States and around the world. Readings for
this theme introduce a way of understanding the past in which Islam and the West are seen as
products of a shared, cosmopolitan and inextricably intertwined past.

The University of Minnesota Libraries -Twin Cities is one of 953 libraries and state humanities
councils across the country selected to receive the Bridging Cultures Bookshelf: Muslim Journeys
grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and the American Library Association
(ALA).

For more information, visit: continuum.umn.edu/event/connected-histories/.

Tuesday, September 17 – Myths, realities of affirmative action topic of U of M’s Constitution
Day
Recent Supreme Court cases on admissions policies have thrown the issue of affirmative action
back into the spotlight. Jennifer Pierce, University of Minnesota American Studies professor and
author of "Racing for Innocence: Whiteness, Gender and the Backlash Against Affirmative Action",
tackles the myths and realities behind cases of reverse discrimination and affirmative action at this
year’s Constitution Day gathering.

Pierce’s discussion is set for Tuesday, Sept. 17 from noon to 1 p.m. at the U of M Bookstore in
Coffman Memorial Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis.

The event, sponsored by the Office for Public Engagement, is free and open to the public.

For more information, visit: http://engagement.umn.edu/.

Thursday, September 26 – "Treating the Criminal Offender Brain: Can We? Should We?"
It sounds like the stuff of science fiction: Reforming criminals by directly modifying their brains. But
as advances in neuroscience expand our ability to change behavior by manipulating the human
brain, important legal and ethical questions emerge: How far can we go, or should we go, to reform
criminals?

The Robina Institute of Criminal Law and Criminal Justice will explore these questions in an
upcoming public forum, "Treating the Criminal Offender Brain: Can We? Should We?" The event will
be held Thursday, Sept. 26, from 3:30 to 5 p.m. at the University of Minnesota Law School.

For more information including registration for admission, visit:
http://www.robinainstitute.org/news/robina-public-forum-to-examine-the-r....

Monday, October 21 – ‘Koran by Heart’ film screening
The documentary film, "Koran by Heart", follows the progress of three scholars, a girl and two boys,
all ten years old, as they compete in Cairo against students who, in some instances, are nearly
twice their age in the annual International Holy Koran Competition. Directed by Greg Barker (HBO),
the film captures touching moments of the three children at home with their families, where they
open up about life and religion, academic dreams, and career aspiration.

Admission is free, and the screening will take place Monday, Oct. 21, from 4 to 6:30pm at Cowles
Auditorium and Atrium, Humphrey School of Public Affairs.

For more information, visit: http://www.continuum.umn.edu/event/koran-by-heart-film-discussion/.
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U of M researchers discover early-warning system to prevent
fishery collapse

Contacts: Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801
Matt Burgess, mgburgess@umn.edu, (612) 799-0208

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/12/2013) —Threats from overfishing can be detected early enough
to save fisheries-- and livelihoods --with minimal adjustments in harvesting practices, a new study
by researchers in the University of Minnesota’s College of Biological Sciences shows.

The work indicates that a healthy fishery can be maintained the way a skillful captain steers an oil
tanker: by small course corrections that prevent disaster far ahead.

The study, by Ecology, Evolution and Behavior (EEB) graduate student Matt Burgess and co-
advisors Stephen Polasky (EEB and Applied Economics in the College of Food, Agricultural and
Natural Resource Sciences) and David Tilman (EEB), was published on September 16 in the Early
Edition of Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences USA.

Specifically, the work demonstrates how extinction and overfishing threats from multispecies
fisheries can be identified decades before valuable species are over-harvested and populations
decline.

Most of the world’s large fisheries use nets or lines with multiple hooks, which catch multiple species
simultaneously and have serious ecological consequences. Past population declines and current
increases in harvest rates can be used to assess current threats of overfishing and extinction, but
this approach doesn’t apply to future threats. By predicting future threats, the researchers’ new
method would enable conservation measures to prevent overfishing and extinction.

The  "Eventual Threat Index," presented in the study, uses minimal data to identify the conditions
that would eventually cause a species to be harvested at an unsustainable rate.  The central
premise of the Eventual Threat Index is that because multispecies fisheries impact many species
with the same effort, the long-term fates of all species can be predicted if the fate of any one
species can be predicted.  In any multispecies fishery, there are a few ‘key’ profitable or managed
species, which are easy to identify and whose socio-economic importance makes their long-term
harvest rate somewhat predictable.  Threats to other species are predicted by measuring their
harvest rates relative to these key species.  

"The data we collect includes estimates of the relative population sizes, catch rates and the growth
rates of different fish populations," Burgess says. "This index uses what we know about what tends
to happen to economically important fish to predict the fate of other species caught along with
them."

The approach was tested on eight Pacific tuna and billfish populations; four of which have been
identified recently by conventional methods as in decline and threatened with overfishing.  The
study found that the severe depletion of all four populations could have been predicted in the 1950s
using the Eventual Threat Index.  These results demonstrate that species threatened by human
harvesting can be identified much earlier, providing time for adjustments in harvesting practices
before consequences become severe and fishery closures or other socioeconomically disruptive
interventions are required to protect species.   

Burgess says the index is easy and inexpensive to use. He hopes fisheries will adopt it soon.

"In many fisheries, managers could calculate this index tomorrow using the description in the paper
and data they have already collected," Burgess says.

The study is based on marine fisheries but could be applied to multispecies fisheries in large bodies
of fresh water, such as Lake Superior.

College of Biological Sciences faculty conduct research in all areas of biology, from molecules to
ecosystems, which supports applications in medicine, renewable energy, agriculture and
biotechnology. The college offers degree programs in biochemistry, molecular biology and
biophysics; genetics, cell biology and development; ecology, evolution and (animal) behavior; plant
biology; microbiology and neurosciences. Admission to undergraduate programs is highly
competitive.
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Business Professor's New Book Suggests We're Not Really That
Stupid
THE RATIONAL ANIMAL Uses Evolutionary Lens to Explain Irrational Decisions

Contacts: Steve Rudolph, Carlson School of Management, skr@umn.edu, (612) 624-8770
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/13/2013) —In a new book, University of Minnesota business
professor Vladas Griskevicius challenges prevailing views of decision making and in doing so
reveals the hidden wisdom behind many of our irrational tendencies.   

"People make many shockingly stupid decisions, like when they buy cars they can’t afford (1.8
million vehicles are repossessed each year) or put $57 billion of their savings into something that
has an expected negative 80% return rate – the lottery," says Griskevicius, an associate professor in
the Carlson School of Management. But why do humans have all these irrational tendencies?

Since the time of Charles Darwin, when biologists observe a puzzling behavior in animals, they ask
if it might serve an adaptive function. Griskevicius and psychology professor Douglas Kenrick of
Arizona State University turn the same magnifying glass from animals to humans in THE
RATIONAL ANIMAL: How Evolution Made Us Smarter Than We Think (Basic Books | Sept. 10,
2013).

"Once we start looking at modern behavior through an ancestral lens, many decisions that appear
foolish at the surface level turn out to be smart at a deeper evolutionary level," says Kenrick. "It
turns out that many of our irrational tendencies are smarter than we think."

Consider why Americans spend over $500 billion each year on showy luxury products that have
zero survival value. Luxury products are clearly linked to status, but why do people want to show off
their status so much? Darwin was similarly stumped when he first observed the peacock’s tail,
which makes the animal easier to spot by predators and slows it down when trying to escape.
Darwin reasoned that while flashy tails might hinder survival, their adaptive function might be to aid
mating.

Conspicuous consumption in humans, it turns out, is not too different from the Peacock’s tail. In the
same way that peacocks flaunt their tails to impress the opposite sex, men conspicuously flaunt
their luxury products to impress women. Does it work? Yes. Studies have found that women would
rather date the guy with the flashy Porsche than the modest Honda.

"It might be economically irrational to spend your last penny on a luxury good, but this tendency
pays great dividends when it comes to the most important of evolutionary rewards," says
Griskevicius.  

The Mystery of Steve Jobs and the Overconfidence Bias

THE RATIONAL ANIMAL also reveals the hidden wisdom of some of the most irrational human
biases. Consider Steve Jobs, whose perception of reality was warped by a "reality distortion field."
Even back in the 1970s, Jobs was so overconfident that he had the gall to show up to corporate
meetings barefoot and reeking of body odor (he showered once a week, believing that his diet of
eating apples made deodorant unnecessary). Jobs was not alone in his sense of overconfidence.
When men are asked to rank themselves on athletic ability, one study found that 100% rated
themselves in the top 50%. In another study, 93% of people rated themselves as "above average"
drivers.

"This irrational tendency to warp reality is known as overconfidence bias," explains Griskevicius.
"But if you look at it more closely, it actually pays to be biased."

A recent study in the journal Nature found that being overly confident rather than accurate can
enhance reproductive fitness. This is because confidence increases ambition and persistence. For
example, overly confident sales agents who view setbacks as flukes, rather than accurately viewing
them as signs of incompetence, are more likely to persist and sell more policies. And overly
confident people are also more likely to get promotions at work.

"Humans are born to be biased – but for good reason. Rather than being design flaws, many of our
biases are design features," adds Kenrick.

Despite his hobo appearance and pungent scent, the overly confident Steve Jobs didn’t do too
shabbily. But not everyone shared his confidence. Jobs initially convinced Ron Wayne, an engineer
at Atari, to become the third partner with him and Steve Wozniak at Apple. But Wayne got cold feet
and sold his 10 percent share for $800. Jobs’ persistent self-confidence paid off, and Apple became
the single most valuable company in world history. If Ron Wayne had shared Jobs’ confidence, his
$800 investment would have been worth $2.6 billion today.

"If we look only at the surface, many of our choices appear rather foolish. But underneath all those
biases is an exceptionally wise ancestral system of decision making." This doesn’t mean that
following our inner chimp will always lead to good decisions. It also pays to read Consumer Reports.
In fact, marketers often exploit our evolutionary tendencies and use them against us. By revealing
what to look for, THE RATIONAL ANIMAL provides guidance on how to defend ourselves from
scams and rip-offs that seek to take advantage of our otherwise adaptive ancestral biases.
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University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler commits to $90
million in administrative cost savings
U’s Board of Regents also discuss Accountability Report and 2014 Capital Request

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/13/2013) —Recognizing the need to continue to drive efficiencies,
University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler has pledged $90 million in administrative cost savings
between fiscal years 2014 and 2019. The University will redirect those resources to mission
activities and to stem growth in the U’s net cost of attendance.

Kaler outlined his Operational Excellence implementation plan to the University’s Board of Regents
today. Among President Kaler’s first actions upon assuming leadership of the U was to launch
Operational Excellence – changing the U’s culture to work smarter, reduce costs, enhance services
and redirect resources to the mission. The work has resulted in $34 million in savings in its first two
years, with $32 million of that recurring.

"The University must use its limited resources to the highest purpose possible," Kaler said. "I am
absolutely committed to driving excellence in all we do at this great University, while ensuring it
remains affordable for qualified students. Saving $90 million over the next five years is a big step
towards this goal."

Board Chair Richard Beeson said, "President Kaler’s leadership to make the University a more
efficient and effective organization has been impressive. His administration’s commitment to
Operational Excellence will allow the U to invest in its core mission, curb the net cost of attendance
and meet inflationary cost pressures."

Consistent with the performance measure established by the Minnesota Legislature, the University
will reduce administrative costs by $15 million for FY14. To achieve continued savings, The U will
reduce and reallocate an additional $15 million annually, beginning in FY15.

Kaler’s Operational Excellence implementation plan anticipates new initiatives that will come out of
a strategic planning process and also includes initiatives already underway, such as completing a
job classification study; upgrading human resources, finance and other outdated operational
systems; the new U Market eProcurement system; and implementation of a new governance model
in the Office of Information Technology.

The University will also begin a two-step process to implement shared services, a model for
standardizing and right sizing administrative services across business units. That implementation,
which is more complex and requires a significant level of planning and analysis, will be piloted on
the Duluth campus and in non-collegiate units. Finally, if gains are realized in phase one, it will be
extended within or among collegiate units.

Further re-design of administrative units to increase standardization and improve efficiency was
Huron’s the primary recommendation. Huron also  found through its Benchmarking and Diagnostic
Study that the U is already undertaking a great deal to promote efficiency and effectiveness.
Similarly, a "spans and layers" analysis by Sibson Consulting found that the University has an
economical organizational structure that is largely within conventional ranges.

2014 Capital Request
Regents reviewed the six building and infrastructure projects being recommended for inclusion in
the University’s request for $232.7 million in state bonding during the 2014 legislative session.

The University’s proposed 2014 Capital Investment Request includes:

Higher Education Asset Preservation and Replacement (HEAPR) – system-wide funds to
maximize and extend the life of facilities (request for state to fund entirety of $100 million project
cost);
Tate Science and Teaching Renovation – renovate obsolete labs and classrooms in the 87-year-
old science building to meet modern day requirements of core science and technology disciplines,
Physics and Earth Sciences (request for state to fund $56.7 million of $85 million total project cost);
Microbial sciences research building – construct a new laboratory building for interdisciplinary
research in microbiology-focused fields such as plant pathology, food safety and animal infectious
diseases, a project that will allow the University to decommission one or possibility two existing
obsolete facilities (request for state to fund $30 million of $45 million total project cost);
Crookston wellness center – providemodern wellness facilities and programs at the Crookston
campus to support academic programs, and better serve students (request for state to fund $10
million of $15 million total project cost);
Research laboratory improvement fund – system-wide funds to improve existing research
facilities, including the University’s bee laboratory, plant greenhouses and aquatic invasive species
laboratory (request for state to fund $12 million of $18 million total project cost);
Chemical sciences and advanced materials building – expand Duluth campus Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) programs with a new teaching and research facility
(request for state to fund $24 million of $36 million total project cost).

The proposal aligns with the U’s strategic goals to attract and retain the best and brightest students
and world-class faculty and staff; to inspire innovation, exploration and discovery; and to be a
responsible steward of its physical and financial resources.

Excellence and progress: 2013 Accountability Report
Regents reviewed the 2013 University Plan, Performance and Accountability Report, which outlines
how the U is fulfilling its land-grant mission and delivering value to Minnesota.

The report details the University’s progress, success and strategic initiatives, outlining what Senior
Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost Karen Hanson calls "A story of excellence and
tremendous progress on our strategic goals."

For example, the Accountability Report and a companion highlights brochure outlines how the U:

Graduates students for success, with record-high rates for retention and graduation
complementing a six-year completion rate for Ph.D. students that is above the national average;
Is a productive, efficient organization that has realized more than $32 million in recurring
administrative cost savings and $2 million in one-time savings during the past two years;
Engages with communities, including over 180,000 student volunteer hours and over 1.1 million
hours of service from Extension educators;
Serves as the state’s economic engine, training nearly 70 percent of Minnesota’s health care
workforce, engaging in vital industry partnerships and realizing a 13-to-1 return on investment for
every State dollar;
Illuminates the world with research, translating scientific breakthroughs into improved health
through the nation’s eighth-largest public university research enterprise.

Annual report on compensation
Per Board policy, Office of Human Resources (OHR) Vice President Kathryn Brown provided
Regents with an annual report on compensation for University employees. For the first time, this
report also included senior leader compensation, a recommendation of the Board’s 2012 Special
Committee on Executive Compensation.

The report showed that, for 12 of 16 positions, University of Minnesota senior leadership
compensation was at or below average compared to peer and Big Ten institutions. The same held
true for deans and other top leaders, with 17 of 27 positions falling at or below peer and conference
average.

At an institutional level, the report compared University data against workforce trends that impact
compensation. An historical look shows that University employee headcount has remained stable
over the past decade, as has total compensation as a percentage of total institutional spending.
Base salary increases at the U have trended below market in the last five years, during which time
benefits as a percentage of total employee pay have risen, but also at a rate below national trends.

The University strives to achieve and maintain a compensation package that is competitive relative
to peers and labor markets. As such, professional salaries are being evaluated against market
median as part of the ongoing job classification study.

Other Board activity included:

Public health partnership: Regents approved a partnership between the University’s School of
Public Health and Arizona State University to offer existing public health nutrition and public health
administration and policy academic programs to students from Phoenix and surrounding areas.
Danita Brown Young: Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost Karen Hanson
formally introduced and welcomed Danita Brown Young, who began in late July as the U’s vice
provost for student affairs and dean of students.

The Board will meet next on Oct. 10 and 11. For more information, go to www.umn.edu/regent
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Marriage and equality in Minnesota: A discussion
Rep. Karen Clark (DFL) and U professors to speak at event

Who: MN State Rep. Karen Clark (DFL) and U of M professors
When: Wednesday, Sept. 18, 5:30 p.m.
Where: Theater at Coffman Memorial Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis

Contacts: Tessa Eagan, College of Liberal Arts, teagan@umn.edu, 612-625-3781
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

September 16, 2013

Minnesota State Representative Karen Clark (DFL), a co-sponsor of HF 1054, will talk about the
specific cases that led to the passing of Minnesota’s landmark marriage equality bill.

The discussion begins at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 18 in the Theater at Coffman Memorial
Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis.

Following Clark, University of Minnesota faculty will share some of the wide-ranging research
conducted in liberal arts disciplines on marriage, including: the important role of marriage in
citizenship, the changing social patterns of contemporary marriage, and the diverse critiques made
by feminist and GLBTQ scholars for and against marriage as an institution.

The event, which is free and open to the public, will conclude with audience Q&A, followed by a
reception. Registration is encouraged.

Sponsors include: the U’s College of Liberal Arts and the Department of Gender, Women &
Sexuality Studies and Departments of American Studies, History, Political Science, and Sociology
and the Steven J. Schochet for GLBT Studies Endowment.

More information is available here:
https://events.umn.edu/Marriage-and-Equality-in-Minnesota-028957.htm

The speaking schedule is as follows:
5:30-6 Rep. Karen Clark -- specific history and cases in MN and the passing of the law
6-6:05 Tracey Deutsch -- feminist historical scholarship on marriage and citizenship
6:05-6:10 Jacquelyn Zita – historical feminist/queer engagements and critiques of marriage 
6:10-6:15 Daniel Kelliher – the issue of children and marriage equality
6:15-6:20 Kathleen Hull -- the changing patterns of marriage 
6:20-6:25 Kevin Murphy – contemporary feminist/queer engagements and critiques of marriage
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Scientists use gene editing to dehorn dairy cattle
Approach promises to revolutionize genetic improvement in livestock

Contacts: Patty Mattern, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
mattern@umn.edu, (612) 625-6599
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/17/2013) —In groundbreaking research, University of Minnesota
scientists have used a modified gene editing system to produce horn-free dairy cattle genetics. The
approach used in the research will accelerate genetic improvement in livestock for food production
and the development of regenerative medicines to improve human health.

"This is the first time ever that scientists have copied genetics from one livestock breed/species to
another without breeding and without any transgenes," Scott Fahrenkrug, associate professor of
animal science in the College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences. Fahrenkrug is
one of the authors of a paper detailing the work published in the scientific journal Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences. Collaborators on the paper include Perry Hackett, professor in the
department of genetics, cell biology and development and the team from Recombinetics, a Twin
Cities-based company created in 2009 to commercialize technology created at the University of
Minnesota.

In the United States and Europe, horns are routinely removed from dairy cattle to protect the welfare
of dairy farmers and cattle. But, dehorning is painful, stresses the animals and increases animal
production expenses, so scientists set out to solve those issues.

During the research, scientists transmitted genetic variants from Red Angus to Holstein to create
dairy cattle without horns. Farmers have long used selective breeding to ensure certain desirable
traits in livestock, but this new technology can speed up the process.

"We demonstrated that a sequence associated with horns in dairy cattle could be converted to a
natural beef cattle variant that is hornless, providing a strategy to improve animal welfare by genetic
instead of physical or chemical dehorning," Fahrenkrug says.

"Livestock genomes are made up of about 3 billion letters (A, G, C, T)," he says. "We showed we
could change one letter of the genome in livestock cells without changing anything else."

The results suggest that gene editing can be incorporated into selection programs to accelerate
genetic improvement when selective breeding is either inefficient or impossible, Fahrenkrug said.

"The platform promises to revolutionize livestock genetics by accelerating breeding," he says. "What
traditionally (by selective breeding) takes eight generations (24 years in cows) can now be
accomplished in a single generation by gene editing."

Genetic improvement will be expedited – enabling the use of livestock traits to enhance animal
welfare, animal health, sustainability and efficiency of protein production while decreasing
environmental impact. It will also have positive implications for human health.

You can read the paper online at http://www.pnas.org.
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U of M and Teach for America agree to develop new teacher
preparation program

Contacts: Steve Baker, College of Education and Human Development, s-bake@umn.edu, (612)
624-3430
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/18/2013) —To ensure Minnesota’s P-12 students have the best-
prepared classroom teachers, the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities and Teach for America (TFA)
have agreed to create the first-ever alternative teacher training program for corps members under
the Minnesota Alternative Teacher Licensure law.

Annually, a minimum of 40 TFA corps members will participate in eight weeks of localized training
through the University instead of participating in one of TFA’s national five-week summer institutes.
Training will include rigorous, initial preparation coursework and ongoing credit-based coursework
and learning experiences during corps members’ two-year commitment to TFA.

The University retains the authority for instructional design, content and evaluation of the program,
as well as the determination of candidate admission (subsequent to TFA’s rigorous recruitment and
selection process), degree clearance and recommendation for licensure, according to the
agreement. Once developed, the program—which is scheduled to begin in summer 2014—will be
submitted for approval to the Minnesota Board of Teaching.

The program will be a new pathway to teaching, added to the University’s current, comprehensive
preparation programs for individuals who choose teaching as a career.

"The core mission of the University’s teacher preparation programs is to ensure that Minnesota’s P-
12 students have the best-prepared classroom teachers, regardless of their path to licensure," said
Dean Jean Quam of the University’s College of Education and Human Development (CEHD). "This
agreement outlines a plan to create our state’s first-ever alternative teacher preparation model with
high standards for quality and ongoing support for teacher candidates. Given that research is a core
mission of the University, we are committed to creating effective teacher preparation programs and
engaging in ongoing evaluation of new and existing models."

Under the agreement, TFA corps members’ successful completion of the new program requirements
will result in recommendation for licensure and University credits, which can be applied toward
attainment of the master of education (M.Ed.) degree.

This program will be the latest innovative solution from CEHD, pioneers in developing research-
based teacher preparation models for the past 100+ years.

"Under our land-grant mission, the U of M has an obligation to explore how to best prepare teachers
in many different ways for today’s classrooms," Quam said. "We have been at the forefront of
developing and evaluating innovative models for teacher preparation for more than a century,
including our comprehensive, M.Ed. initial licensure programs, which are held up as some of the
most effective programs in the country."

"We believe that college students who want to be teachers are best prepared for and supported in
their development as teachers through CEHD’s multiple comprehensive programs," said Deborah
Dillon, CEHD associate dean who oversees the college teacher preparation programs. "However,
we recognize that individuals with bachelor’s degrees who want to work with P-12 learners have the
right to alternative options like TFA under state law. So we intend to provide TFA corps members
with an effective preparation program that is influenced by research in teacher development,
focused on supporting P-12 students’ learning, and grounded in principles of equity and cultural
responsiveness."

TFA approached the U of M early in 2013 to explore developing a program under the 2011 law that
created alternative pathways for teacher licensure in Minnesota. After several months of discussion
with the U community, education leaders and other stakeholders in Minnesota—as well as with
other universities that have established similar programs with TFA, including the University of
Michigan and University of Washington—CEHD agreed to develop a new teacher preparation
program with TFA.

Discussions will now begin to design a program that will hold rigorous expectations for TFA corps
members’ development and performance as teachers, while simultaneously providing professional
support for them as they begin their teaching careers.

"Developing this program requires thinking expansively about the education and professional
development that will most benefit new teachers and P-12 students in our state," said Crystal
Brakke, executive director of TFA-Twin Cities. "TFA sees tremendous potential in working with the U
of M to develop a new alternative preparation program under the legislation passed two years ago."

TFA program participants will pay a fee to the University that is not yet set. The generated revenues
will be invested in research that allows CEHD to study how to most effectively educate teachers in
alternative preparation models.

TFA, a nonprofit organization established in 1990, recruits high-achieving college graduates and
professionals to teach in some of the most challenging educational settings. Selection of applicants
is highly competitive: 14 percent are accepted into TFA programs nationwide. Corps members are
required to make a minimum two-year teaching commitment. TFA-Twin Cities was established in
2009, and since then 220 of its corps members have been hired by 100 Minnesota schools,
including Minneapolis Public Schools.

Quam, Dillon and Brakke will be available for interviews beginning at noon on Wednesday, Sept. 18.
To schedule a time, please contact Steve Baker or Steve Henneberry.
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U of M Scientists examine visions for achieving renewable fuel
standards in 2022
Scenarios pose large implications for nation’s land and environment

Contacts: Patty Mattern, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
mattern@umn.edu, (612) 625-6599
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/19/2013) —How the United States goes about reaching Renewable
Fuel Standard targets will have large consequences for the nation’s landscape and environment.
University of Minnesota scientists examine three U.S. federal agencies’ visions of how the nation
could meet the targets in this week’s cover story in Environmental Science & Technology.

The Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS2) in the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 (EISA)
requires that 36 billion gallons of renewable fuel be blended into transportation fuel in the United
States by 2022. Of that amount, 15 billion gallons is to be from conventional biofuels, most likely
with ethanol from corn grain. The other 21 billion gallons are to be advanced biofuels from
feedstocks and sources of biomass other than corn grain.

"The Department of Energy (DOE), the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Department
of Agriculture (USDA) have all tried to address how the nation will meet the ambitious renewable
fuels target, and all three scenarios are different," says Bonnie Keeler, lead author of the article.
Keeler is a doctoral student in Natural Resources Science and Management in the university’s
College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences and a research associate at the
Institute on the Environment.

Whatever way the nation goes about reaching the targets will have consequences for land use, land
management and the environment, Keeler says.

Why? Recent studies have already shown that harvesting residues from existing cropland and
timberland simply won’t be enough. Other land will need to be converted to dedicated biofuel crop
production, Keeler says.

By comparing and contrasting the DOE’s, EPA’s and USDA’s scenarios, university scientists aim to
inform the discussion on this important policy issue, says Jason Hill, co-author of the article. Hill is
an assistant professor in the College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences and an
Institute on the Environment resident fellow.

"There are many similarities and some very surprising differences," Hill says.

What Minnesota’s role will be in reaching the biofuels standard is one of those differences when it
comes to perennial grasses. The USDA projects Minnesota will produce 750,000 to 1 million acres
of perennial grasses in 2022, but the DOE and EPA project none.

"This is just one example of how there are large implications for agriculture even at the state level,"
Hill says.

The article’s authors hope that their analysis brings the different federal agencies modeling efforts to
the forefront of discussion and assists in the targeting of research efforts to improve projections of
future biomass production.

"The different visions we present in our article are already being used by the agencies for how they
allocate research funds and how they distribute resources to assist biorefineries in securing loans,
for example," Hill says.

The other authors of the article are Brian Krohn and Tom Nickerson, doctoral students in the
department of bioproducts and biosystems engineering. The article can be found at
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/full/10.1021/es402181y.
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Asian carp expert Duane Chapman to deliver Oct. 8 lecture in St.
Paul
The lecture is entitled ‘The Biology and Management of Asian Carp: Lessons for Minnesota’

Contacts: Patrick Sweeney, Freshwater Society, psweeney@freshwater.org, (763) 219-1261
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/19/2013) —Duane Chapman, a U.S. Geological Survey biologist
who is a national leader in efforts to study, control and prevent the spread of Asian carp, will deliver
a free, public lecture in St. Paul on Oct. 8.

Chapman, who leads research on Asian carp at the USGS Environmental Research Center in
Columbia, Mo., has edited two books and published dozens of scholarly articles on invasive Asian
carp and the threats they pose to native fish and other aquatic life.

He is a recent past president of the Introduced Fish Section of the American Fisheries Society, and
Chair of Research and Risk Assessment for the Mississippi River Basin Panel on Aquatic Nuisance
Species.  He led drafting of the "Control" section of a national plan for the management of Asian
carp, and was the science lead for the United States in a U.S.-Canadian assessment of the risk the
Great Lakes face from the carp.

Chapman’s lecture, titled "The Biology and Management of Asian Carp: Lessons for Minnesota," will
be at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 8, in the theater of the Student Center on the University of Minnesota’s
St. Paul campus. The Student Center is at 2017 Buford Ave.

The lecture is sponsored by the Freshwater Society, the University of Minnesota College of
Biological Sciences, the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center at the university, and
the university’s College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences.

Chapman’s presentation will be the 12th lecture on water and the environment in a speaker series
that honors the late Malcolm Moos, a former university president.

Register to attend at www.freshwater.org.

Chapman has researched four Asian carp species – bighead, black, grass and silver -- that have
spread up the Mississippi River and its tributaries since they escaped or were released from fish
farms on the lower Mississippi. He will offer a short history of the Asian carp invasion of the United
States, discuss their biology, and describe how it drives their effects on environments they invade.
He will discuss options, including emerging technologies, for control of the invasion.

A panel of Minnesota experts, will appear with Chapman and join him in taking questions from the
lecture audience.

The panel includes: Dr. Peter Sorensen, science director of the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive pecies
Research Center; Dr. John Anfinson, chief of resource management for the Mississippi National
River and Recreation Area and a leader in efforts fight the spread of Asian carp into Minnesota;
Christine Goepfert, Upper Midwest program manager for the National Parks Conservation
Association and a leader in the Stop Carp Coalition; and Brad Parsons, central region fisheries
manager for the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.

About the Freshwater Society
The Freshwater Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to educating and inspiring people to
value, conserve and protect water resources. Located in Excelsior, Minn., it has a long history of
association with the University of Minnesota. Learn more at www.freshwater.org.

About the University of Minnesota College of Biological Sciences
The College of Biological Sciences provides education and conducts research in all areas of
biology, from molecules to ecosystems, supporting applications in medicine, renewable energy,
ecosystem management, agriculture and biotechnology. Learn more at www.cbs.umn.edu.

About the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center
The Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center was founded in 2012 to develop tools to
measure, control and eradicate a wide range of invasive species, both plants and animals. Learn
more at www.maisrc.umn.edu.

About the University of Minnesota College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource
Sciences
The College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences studies ways to provide food, fuel,
feed and fiber that are healthy, safe, accessible and sustainable while protecting our natural
resources and improving soil, air and water quality. Learn more at www.cfans.umn.edu.
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Passion Pit, Hoodie Allen to perform 2013 Homecoming concert
Concert is Sept. 27

What: 2013 Homecoming Concert featuring Passion Pit with Hoodie Allen
When:  Friday, September 27, 8:30 p.m.
Where:  TCF Bank Stadium, 420 23rd Ave. S.E., Minneapolis

Contacts: Ashley Herink, Student Unions and Activities, herin037@umn.edu
University News Service, unews@umn.edu, 612-624-5551

September 19, 2013

Homecoming 2013 and Student Unions & Activities present the annual Homecoming concert on
Friday, September 27 at the TCF Bank Stadium, 420 23rd Ave. S.E., Minneapolis. Doors open at
7:30 p.m. and Hoodie Allen will open at 8:30 p.m., followed by Passion Pit at 9:30 p.m.

Headliner, Passion Pit, American Indie Pop band, became known for their 2008 EP Chunk of
Change, and released their last album Gossamer in 2012. In summer 2013, Passion Pit performed
at musical festivals around North America including: Summer Set, First City Festival, North Coast,
and X-Fest. 

Following the annual Parade, hip-hop artist, Hoodie Allen will kick off the night with his expressive
"college, feel-good" music. The artist released his latest mixtape Crew Cuts, in February 2013 and
announced July 2013 that he will begin his "Party with Your Friends" World Tour on September 1,
2013.

Online ticket sales are available at MyGopherSports.com. This event is open to all ages with
general admission seating. Ticket prices for U of M – Twin Cities students are $20 (including service
fees) and $40 (including service fees) for general public. All U of M – Twin Cities student ticket
purchasers must present a valid U Card upon entry or they will be required to pay for a general
public ticket.

Since 1914, the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, has celebrated Homecoming, a week
dedicated to honoring the spirit of the maroon and gold. This celebration brings the campus
community together with events such as the Cheer and Lip Sync Competitions, sports competitions,
community service events, Parade and the football game vs. Iowa.

For more information and a full events listing, please visit homecoming.umn.edu.
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Alumni Association honors top volunteers, groups and programs

Contacts: Daniel Gore, U of M Alumni Association, gore0090@umn.edu, (612) 626-1417
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/19/2013) —The University of Minnesota Alumni Association will
honor its outstanding alumni volunteers, groups and programs Thursday, Sept. 26 at the 2013
Alumni Awards Celebration in the McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis. The
event begins with a 5:30 p.m. reception, followed by a 6 p.m. dinner and program.

Two individuals and nine groups will receive Alumni Association awards in recognition of
contributing to the mission of the Alumni Association by connecting alumni, students and friends in
support of the University during the past year.

The Alumni Association’s awards are as follows:

U40 Alumni Leader
John Cary

Student Volunteer of the Year
Brittney Johnson

Outstanding Alumni Society of the Year
College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences

Outstanding Alumni Chapter of the Year
Chicago Chapter

Program Extraordinaire–Society
College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences, Mentor Program
College of Pharmacy, Future Pharmacist Program
College of Education and Human Development; College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource
Sciences; College of Liberal Arts; School of Nursing; Humphrey School of Public Affairs; College of
Science and Engineering, Celebrating U: Alumni Mixer for Recent Graduates

Program Extraordinaire–Chapter
San Diego Chapter, Local Admissions Partnership

In addition, 11 individuals will receive the University of Minnesota Alumni Service Award,
recognizing alumni volunteers who have had a significant impact on the University; its schools,
colleges, departments, or faculty; or to the University of Minnesota Alumni Association.

The Alumni Service Award recipients are:

Kevin Barcus, College of Veterinary Medicine
Anne R. Carroll, Humphrey School of Public Affairs
Robert W. Eichinger, College of Liberal Arts
John Foley, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences
Barbara Perso Heinemann, College of Design
Carol Kelsey, School of Nursing
Doobie Kurus, College of Education and Human Development
Kathleen J. Newell, School of Dentistry
Maureen Reed, University of Minnesota Alumni Association
Craig L. Seitel, Carlson School of Management
Steve Simenson, College of Pharmacy

To read more about each of the winners, visit www.MinnesotaAlumni.org/awards.

The University of Minnesota Alumni Association is a nearly 60,000-member organization that fosters
a lifelong spirit of belonging and pride by connecting alumni, students and friends to the University
of Minnesota and each other. The Alumni Association advocates for the University and its alumni
with a credible, independent and collaborative voice. For more information, visit
www.MinnesotaAlumni.org or call (612) 624-2323.
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Goldy Gopher statue to be unveiled Monday, Sept. 23 at noon
Six-foot tall, bronze statue of U of M mascot debuts outside Coffman Memorial Union

What: Goldy Gopher statue unveiling
When:  Monday, September 23, 2013, noon – 2 p.m. (live performance by Green River Ordinance
at 12:30 p.m.)
Where:  Coffman Memorial Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis

Contacts: Erin Kober, Student Unions & Activities, kober008@umn.edu, (612) 624-7271
University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

September 20, 2013

To further foster school pride and spirit, the University of Minnesota department of Student Unions &
Activities will kick off the U’s 2013 Homecoming celebration by unveiling a six-foot tall, bronzed
statue of Goldy Gopher. The ceremony will take place on Monday, Sept. 23 at noon, on the east
side of Coffman Memorial Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis.

University President Eric Kaler will speak at the ceremony. The unveiling is open to the public from
noon to 2 p.m., with a live performance by American Rock band Green River Ordinance at 12:30
p.m.

The Goldy statue was designed and sculpted by artist Nicholas Legeros, a U of M alumnus with a
master’s in Fine Arts. He has sculpted several statues around the Twin Cities metro area.

The Goldy statue is constructed out of bronze and maroon granite and will be placed outside of
Coffman Memorial Union, on the building’s east side.

Statue fundraising was student-driven and included contributions from many alumni, donors,
students, staff, faculty and campus visitors. All donations were completely voluntary, while the Office
of Student Affairs and Dean of Students agreed to match all funds up to $50,000. The total cost for
materials and sculptor compensation was approximately $95,000. 

The idea for the statue first originated June 30, 2011 and was approved by the Board of Governors
on March 22, 2012. The Board of Governors and SUA’s Visual Arts Committee then determined the
artist and location of the statue.

Replicas of the Goldy statue, created and signed by Legeros, will be available for purchase from the
University of Minnesota Bookstores following the unveiling ceremony. For more information on the
replicas, please visit the University of Minnesota Bookstore at Coffman Memorial Union or online at
www.bookstore.umn.edu.

Since 1914, the University of Minnesota Twin Cities, has celebrated Homecoming, a week
dedicated to honoring the spirit of the maroon and gold. This celebration brings the campus
community together with events such as a campus-wide scavenger hunt, cheer and lip sync
competitions, sports competitions, community service events, pep rallies, Parade and the football
game vs. Iowa.

For more information about the Goldy statue, please visit www.sua.umn.edu/goldystatue. To view
the Homecoming schedule, visit www.homecoming.umn.edu.
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Governor Dayton declares Sept. 23 'Goldy Gopher Day'
Proclamation to be read during statue unveiling ceremony today

What: Governor Mark Dayton declares Sept. 23 Goldy Gopher Day
When:  Monday, Sept. 23, 2013 at 12:00 p.m.
Where:  Coffman Memorial Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis

Contacts: Erin Kober, Student Unions & Activities, kober008@umn.edu, (612) 624-7271
University News Service, , unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

September 23, 2013

Governor Mark Dayton has declared today, Monday, Sept. 23 as Goldy Gopher Day.

University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler will read the proclamation at Goldy’s Homecoming
Kickoff at noon at Coffman Memorial Union’s Front Plaza, as the six-foot tall bronzed Goldy statue is
unveiled. Coffman Memorial Union is located at 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis.

The Goldy statue was designed and sculpted by artist Nicholas Legeros. Legeros, graduated from
the U of M with a Masters in Fine Arts. He has sculpted several statues around the Twin Cities
Metro area. The Goldy Statue is constructed out of bronze and maroon granite.

The statue is placed outside of Coffman Memorial Union on the East side of the building. 
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UMPD to reinforce campus safety messages with students during
'Coffee and Donuts with the Cops' event

What: University of Minnesota Police to hand out donuts, coffee and safety information
When: 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 24, Wednesday, Sept. 25 and Thursday, Sept. 26
Where: Tuesday, Sept. 24: U of M West Bank Plaza (at Washington Ave. Bridge, outside Willey
Hall), 219 19  Ave. S., Minneapolis;
Wednesday, Sept. 25: U of M East Bank Scholars Walk, 207 Church St. SE, Minneapolis;
Thursday, Sept. 26: U of M St. Paul Student Center, 2017 Buford Ave., St. Paul

Contacts: Tim Busse, University Services, busse006@umn.edu, (612) 624-2863
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

September 23, 2013

With school back in session, University of Minnesota Police will meet with students to discuss
important personal safety tips and share information regarding the many campus resources
available.

UMPD officers will be on campus serving free coffee and donuts from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m., Tuesday,
Sept. 24 (at the West Bank Plaza/head of the Washington Ave. Bridge, outside Willey Hall),
Wednesday, Sept. 25 (at the intersection of Church St. and the Scholars Walk) and Thursday, Sept.
26 (at the St. Paul Student Center).

In addition to free food, police will be handing out complementary bike reflectors and medallions
featuring phone numbers for various campus safety resources. The "Gopher Chauffer" vehicle,
which provides free rides home for Twin Cities students, will be present all three days as a visual
reminder of an important safety resource.

"Ensuring safety and security is a collaborative effort throughout the University community," said
University of Minnesota Police Chief Greg Hestness. "UMPD is fortunate to partner with
departments across campus in providing a multitude of safety resources. The ‘Coffee and Donuts
with the Cops’ gatherings are a great chance for our officers to engage with our students and
reinforce steps they can take to remain safe."

The University’s "Step Up" campaign, which promotes public awareness and "active bystanders,"
pushes students to be vocal in their support for friends and peers. Students are encouraged to
ensure their fellow Gophers are traveling in groups at night, are aware of their surroundings and are
taking appropriate precautions against crime.

For more information on campus safety resources and personal safety tips, visit
www.umn.edu/prepared/safety_personal.
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This galaxy, NGC 4565, is a disk galaxy viewed at
nearly an edge-on angle. Galaxies like these are of
particular interest for their links to star formation and
the speeds at which galaxies rotate.

Researchers
publish
enormous
catalog of
more than
300,000
nearby
galaxies
More than 83,000
volunteer citizen
scientists
participated in the
crowdsourcing
project

Contacts: Rhonda
Zurn, College of
Science and
Engineering,
rzurn@umn.edu,
(612) 626-7959
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/23/2013) — More than 83,000 volunteer citizen scientists. Over 16
million galaxy classifications. Information on more than 300,000 galaxies. This is what you get when
you ask the public for help in learning more about our universe.

The project, named Galaxy Zoo 2, is the second phase of a crowdsourcing effort to categorize
galaxies in our universe. Researchers say computers are good at automatically measuring
properties such as size and color of galaxies, but more challenging characteristics, such as shape
and structure, can currently only be determined by the human eye.

An international group of researchers, led by the University of Minnesota, has just produced a
catalog of this new galaxy data. This catalog is 10 times larger than any previous catalog of its kind.
It is available online at data.galaxyzoo.org, and a paper describing the project and data was
published today in the Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society.

View examples of images categorized by citizen scientists at http://z.umn.edu/galaxyimages.

"This catalog is the first time we’ve been able to gather this much information about a population of
galaxies," said Kyle Willett, a physics and astronomy postdoctoral researcher in the University of
Minnesota’s College of Science and Engineering and the paper’s lead author. "People all over the
world are beginning to examine the data to gain a more detailed understanding of galaxy types."

Between Feb. 2009 and April 2010, more than 83,000 Galaxy Zoo 2 volunteers from around the
world looked at images online gathered from the Sloan Digital Sky Survey. They answered
questions about the galaxy, including whether it had spirals, the number of spiral arms present, or if
it had galactic bars, which are long extended features that represent a concentration of stars. Each
image was classified an average of 40-45 times to ensure accuracy.  More than 16 million
classifications of more than 300,000 galaxies were gathered representing about 57 million computer
clicks.

When volunteers were asked why they got involved in the project, the most common answer was
because they enjoyed contributing to science. Researchers estimate that the effort of the volunteers
on this project represents about 30 years of full-time work by one researcher.

"With today’s high-powered telescopes, we are gathering so many new images that astronomers
just can’t keep up with detailed classifications," said Lucy Fortson, a professor of physics and
astronomy in the University of Minnesota’s College of Science and Engineering and one of the co-
authors of the research paper. "We could never have produced a data catalog like this without
crowdsourcing help from the public."

Fortson said Galaxy Zoo 2 is similar to a census of the galaxies. With this new catalog, researchers
now have a snapshot of the different types of galaxies as they are today. The next catalog will tell us
about galaxies in the distant past. The catalogs together will let us understand how our universe is
changing.

To help create the next catalog, volunteer citizen scientists continue to be needed for the project. To
participate, visit www.galaxyzoo.org. No special skills are needed, and volunteers can start
classifying galaxies and helping the scientists within minutes of going to the website.

In addition to Fortson and Willett, other authors of the research paper include Chris Lintott, Oxford
Astrophysics and Adler Planetarium; Steven Bamford, University of Nottingham; Karen Masters,
Robert Nichol and Daniel Thomas, University of Portsmouth and South East Physics Network;
Brooke Simmons and Robert Simpson, Oxford Astrophysics; Kevin Casteels, University of
Barcelona; Edward Edmondson and Thomas Melvin, University of Portsmouth; Sugata Kaviraj,
Oxford Astrophysics and University of Hertfordshire; William Keel, University of Alabama; M. Jordan
Raddick, Johns Hopkins University; Kevin Schawinski, ETH Zurich; Ramin Skibba, University of
California, San Diego; and Arfon Smith, Adler Planetarium.

The research was funded primarily by the National Science Foundation and the Leverhulme Trust.
Galaxy Zoo is one of the many online citizen science projects made available by the Zooniverse.org
team.

To read the full research paper entitled "Galaxy Zoo 2: detailed morphological classifications for
304,122 galaxies from the Sloan Digital Sky Survey," visit the Monthly Notices of the Royal
Astronomical Society website.
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Innovative University of Minnesota biology course project wins
national science education award

Contacts: Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801
Peggy Rinard, College of Biological Sciences, rinar001@umn.edu, (612) 624-0774

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/24/2013) —The College of Biological Sciences (CBS) has been
awarded the Science Prize for Inquiry-Based Instruction by the journal Science, the nation’s leading
scientific journal.  The award recognizes a semester-long project in which undergraduate teams
propose a genetic engineering solution to a health, environmental or other socially relevant problem
of their choosing.

The module (Genetic Engineering Proposal Project) is part of CBS’ innovative course, Foundations
in Biology, a two-semester sequence offered to entering undergraduates majoring in biology at the
University’s College of Biological Sciences. The introductory course replaces the traditional "biology
101" course based on lectures and memorization and, instead, engages teams of students to learn
fundamentals of biology through solving real-world problems.

Susan Wick, professor of plant biology, was lead author of an article about the winning entry, which
is published in the September 27 issue of Science. Co-authors included Mark Decker, David
Matthes and Robin Wright, all of whom are CBS faculty. (Wright is associate dean in the College of
Biological Sciences.)

During the first semester of the course, students work in teams to develop a gene-based solution to
a societal problem they choose. Instructors coach the teams throughout the semester on
experimental design and resources as well as on data analysis, presentation strategies, teamwork
and research ethics. Teams create posters and present them at the end of the semester, just as
faculty and graduate student researchers present posters at scientific meetings.

"Students know they have accomplished something very out of the ordinary for an introductory
course," Wick says. "And professionals who see the posters are very impressed with the quality of
the posters, which look more like they were done by graduate students than freshmen and
sophomores."

Common poster themes include bioremediation of environmental toxins using micro-organisms or
plants; gene therapy in a model organism to replace defective genes that cause diseases; and
methods to enhance nutritional value of crop plants in developing countries.

"The ideas that students come up with for projects are very realistic," says Wick. "In fact, in several
cases professional scientists have [coincidentally] had the same ideas and published research on
them after the posters were completed.

 

"Inquiry-based learning gives students the tools and confidence they need for academic and career
success," says CBS junior Wesley Powers, who took the Foundations course in fall of 2011.
"Traditional lectures don't cut it. Simply memorizing material is not enough. As future biologists, we
want to be engaged. We need learn how to ask the right questions and work with each another to
find answers. That’s true education."

Foundations of Biology is held in large interactive classrooms where approximately 125 students
work in teams of nine at round tables using wall monitors to display concepts and data as they
develop their projects. Two instructors move from table to table to guide the work. About 40 percent
of classroom time is devoted to the projects, so teams have ample opportunity to get feedback from
instructors. Students are responsible for learning biology basics from the textbook on their own.

 
The next step for CBS is to use the same inquiry-based approach for upper division biology classes,
Wick says. "Federal funding agencies are encouraging this approach for teaching science and
technology courses because it's simply more effective than lectures and tests."
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University of
Minnesota to
confer an
honorary
degree on
Christopher
Sims
Public lecture and
degree conferral on
Thursday, Sept. 26

Media Note: Media
is invited to attend
and film the public
lecture and degree
conferral. For
interviews with Sims,
please contact Emily
Jacobs.

Contacts: Emily
Jacobs, Heller-
Hurwicz Economics
Institute,
ejacobs@umn.edu,
612-624-0840
Steve Henneberry,
University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, 612-624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/25/2013) —The University of Minnesota will confer an honorary
degree on Nobel Prize-winning economist and longtime U of M faculty member Christopher Sims on
Thursday, Sept. 26 at 3 p.m. at Cowles Auditorium, Humphrey School of Public Affairs, 301 19th
Avenue S., Minneapolis. 

Sims, currently the John F. Sherrerd '52 University Professor of Economics at Princeton University,
will present a lecture on inflation and public debt at 3 p.m., followed by the honorary degree
ceremony and a dessert reception.

The event is free and open to the public; please register to attend at http://hhei.umn.edu/rsvp.

Together with Thomas Sargent, another former U of M economics professor, Sims received the
2011 Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences. The duo’s "empirical research on cause and effect in the
macroeconomy," cited by the Nobel committee, and development of the rational expectations model
was largely done while they were faculty members in the U’s Department of Economics. Rational
expectations found that since consumers and investors adjust their behaviors whenever the
government shifts policies, these policies rarely have their intended effect.

“Sims embodies the way economics is done at Minnesota, both in its academic rigor and its
relevance to public policy solutions,” said VV Chari, director of the Heller-Hurwicz Economics
Institute. “He is a giant in the field of macroeconomics and his influence on our Economics
department will be long-lasting.”

For interviews with Sims, please contact Emily Jacobs.
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U of M to host media tour of 2014 capital request projects
Tuesday, Oct. 1
Laboratory, classroom and infrastructure needs top list of priorities

Media Note: Media interested in attending the tour must RSVP to Julie Christensen at
jrchris@umn.edu and meet on Northrop Plaza, 84 Church St. SE, Minneapolis, by 10 a.m. on
Tuesday, Oct. 1. Media will need to handle their own parking and transportation between campuses.

What: Media tour of the facilities improvement projects on the U of M’s Twin Cities campus for
which the U will request funding from the Minnesota Legislature in 2014
Why: To supply media with background and a close-up view of the U’s capital request projects prior
to the Oct. 11 Board of Regents vote and in preparation for the 2014 legislative session
Who: Pam Wheelock, vice president for University Services; Jason Rohloff, special assistant to the
president for Government and Community Relations; Marla Spivak, entomology professor and
director, U of M Bee Lab; Becca Nash, associate director, Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species
Research Center; select students and other faculty members
When: 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 1
Where: The tour begins on Northrop Plaza, 84 Church St. SE, Minneapolis, and moves to the St.
Paul campus at approximately 11 a.m. In Minneapolis, parking is available in the Church Street
Garage (80 Church St. SE) or the 4th Street Ramp (1625 4th St. SE). On the St. Paul campus,
parking is available at the Bee Lab (2118 Larpenteur Ave.) and at the Gortner Avenue Ramp (1395
Gortner Ave.).

Contacts: Julie Christensen, University News Service, jrchris@umn.edu, (612) 626-1720

September 26, 2013

On Tuesday, Oct. 1, officials with the University of Minnesota will host a tour for media to get a close
look at four of the six building and infrastructure improvement projects in the U’s 2014 capital
request.

The tour will take place from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., beginning at Northrop Plaza, and will be led by
Pam Wheelock, vice president for University Services, and Jason Rohloff, special assistant to the
president for Government and Community Relations.

Pending approval at the Oct. 11 Board of Regents meeting, the University will request $232.7 million
in state funding during the 2014 legislative session. The proposed capital request includes six
projects systemwide that align with the U’s strategic goals: to attract and retain the best and
brightest students and world-class faculty and staff; to inspire innovation, exploration and discovery;
and to be a responsible steward of its physical and financial resources.

The media tour will stop at the following four sites, where participants will hear from researchers and
students:

Minneapolis projects (approximately 10 to 10:50 a.m.)

Mechanical Engineering: Higher Education Asset Preservation and Replacement (HEAPR)
example – maximize the use and extend the life of facilities systemwide (request for state to fund
entirety of $100 million project cost);
Tate Laboratory – renovate the historic 87-year-old building to meet the modern teaching needs of
core science disciplines, physics and earth sciences (request for state to fund $56.7 million of $85
million total project cost);

St. Paul projects (approximately 11:10 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.)

Microbial sciences research building – construct a new laboratory building for interdisciplinary
research in microbiology-focused fields such as plant pathology, food safety and animal infectious
diseases (request for state to fund $30 million of $45 million total project cost);
Research laboratory improvement fund – improve existing research facilities systemwide,
including the University’s bee laboratory, plant greenhouses and aquatic invasive species laboratory
(request for state to fund $12 million of $18 million total project cost).

In addition to the $232.7 million requested from the state of Minnesota, the University will commit
$66.3 million to the six proposed projects.

Following the October Board of Regents action, the University will await Gov. Mark Dayton’s capital
investment recommendations, expected to be announced by mid-January. The Minnesota
Legislature is scheduled to reconvene Feb. 25, 2014.

For more on the University’s 2014 capital request, which includes facilities improvement projects on
all five campuses, visit govrelations.umn.edu/capital-request.html.
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Search for U of M Vice President of Academic Health and
Medical School dean underway

Contacts: Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/26/2013) —University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler announced
today that the search for the new dean of the Medical School and Vice President for Health
Sciences is well underway, with preliminary interviews concluded and candidate public forums
scheduled for the coming weeks.

During the past month the search committee reviewed the applicant pool, conducted confidential
interviews of selected candidates and recommended to President Kaler individuals to invite to public
interviews.

"We are pleased with the exceptional quality of candidates, and look forward to offering the campus
community, partners in the health sciences and others the opportunity to meet each candidate
during the public interview process," Kaler said Thursday. "We need someone who is innovative,
thoughtful and ready to ensure we continue providing world-class research, education and patient
care. I’m confident these candidates are up to the task."

Public interviews will be held on Thursday, Oct. 3 from 4 – 6 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 15 from 4:30-6:30
p.m. and Thursday, Oct. 17 from 4-6 p.m. Locations of interviews are as follows: Oct. 3, 2-690 Moos
Tower; Oct. 15, 2-620 Moos Tower; Oct. 17, 1-450 Moos Tower.

During each interview, candidates will participate in a public forum called "A Vision for the Academic
Health Sciences in 2023," providing their 10-year vision for the academic health sciences if chosen
as the University’s next vice president and dean.

Following the public forums, traditional interviews for each candidate will take place with select
University stakeholder groups.

Candidate names and vitae will be posted the day before their campus visit on the Dean & Vice
President website at: http://ahc.umn.edu/vice-president-search.
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Law School celebrates 125 years of legal education at the
University of Minnesota

Contacts: Cynthia Huff, Law School, huffx070@umn.edu, (612) 625-6691

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/26/2013) —The University of Minnesota Law School celebrates its
125  anniversary with two special lectures and a gala commemorating the founding of what has
grown to be respected as one of the top law schools in the country. All lectures will take place at the
Law School and are free and open to the public. RSVP to lawevent@umn.edu is requested but not
required.

Monday, September 30, at 4 p.m., Lockhart Hall (room 25)
The week kicks off with the William B. Lockhart lecture, named after the Law School’s fifth dean who
served from 1956 to 1972. A. Douglas Melamed, Senior Vice President & General Counsel at Intel
Corporation, will deliver a lecture entitled "Lawyers as Conflict Engineers."

Melamed has held his position at Intel Corporation since November 2009. He is responsible for
Intel’s legal, government affairs and corporate affairs matters worldwide and a member of the
company’s senior management group. Prior to joining Intel, he was a partner in the Washington,
D.C., office of WilmerHale, a global law firm he joined in 1971 and where he served as chair of the
Antitrust and Competition Practice Group.

Melamed has had substantial experience in all aspects of antitrust practice. He has secured
clearance for major acquisitions in the merger clearance process, argued cases in the U. S.
Supreme Court and other appellate courts, litigated in federal and state trial courts and before the
Federal Trade Commission, and counseled numerous firms on a wide range of antitrust matters. In
recent years, he focused in particular on the intersection of antitrust and intellectual property law.

Melamed served in the U.S. Department of Justice from October 1996 to January 2001 as Acting
Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Antitrust Division and, before that, as Principal Deputy
Assistant Attorney General.

He has been a visiting professor and an adjunct professor at the Georgetown University Law Center
and has authored numerous articles on antitrust and law and economics. He is a contributing editor
of the Antitrust Law Journal and a member of the Board of Academic Advisors of the Journal of Law,
Economics and Policy at George Mason University. He also is a member of the American Law
Institute and the Yale University Council and a past member of the board of trustees of the Sidwell
Friends School in Washington, D.C.

Friday, October 4, at 4 p.m., Lockhart Hall (room 25)
Law School Dean David Wippman participates in a panel discussion entitled "The Future of Legal
Education" with former co-deans Professor Guy-Uriel E. Charles (now at Duke Law School) and
Professor Fred L. Morrison, and Dean Emeritus and Professor Robert A. Stein (’61). Professor and
Associate Dean Joan Howland will moderate the discussion.

Friday, October 4 at 6 p.m. Gala Dinner at McNamara Alumni Center
Dean David Wippman, guest speaker The Honorable Walter F. Mondale (’56), master of ceremonies
The Honorable Kathleen Blatz (’84), and University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler will present at
this celebration for the Law School community. Alumni, faculty and staff can purchase tickets for $25
at http://community.law.umn.edu/125gala; student tickets are available for $15 at
http://community.law.umn.edu/125Student. All tickets include complimentary parking. For questions,
please contact Jill Seguin at (612) 624-2176 or jmseguin@umn.edu.

About the Law School
One of the country’s top-ranked law schools, the University of Minnesota Law School is a leader in
preparing students to solve the complex social, economic and business problems of our time.
Exceptional faculty, inventive curriculum and unmatched clinical and experiential learning
opportunities equip students for the demands of the 21st century. The Law School draws a talented,
diverse student body from every part of the United States and numerous countries. The Law
School’s bar passage and employment rates are among the highest in the nation. As part of one of
the largest research institutions in the world, the Law School offers interdisciplinary study throughout
the University.
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U of M Center for Transportation Studies selected to lead new
$10.4 million safety consortium

Contacts: Michael McCarthy, Center for Transportation Studies, mccar096@umn.edu, (612) 624-
3645
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/30/2013) —In a national competition held by the U.S. Department of
Transportation, the Center for Transportation Studies (CTS) at the University of Minnesota has been
selected to lead a new $10.4 million regional University Transportation Center consortium focused
on improving transportation safety.

The new Roadway Safety Institute will be a focal point for transportation safety research, education,
and technology transfer initiatives in Region 5, which includes Minnesota, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan,
Ohio, and Wisconsin.

The two-year consortium will focus its research on regional issues related to high-risk road users
and systematic safety improvements. Within these areas, the consortium will address multiple
modes of transportation across a variety of topic areas, including roadway departures, urban and
rural intersections, pedestrians and bicyclists, and commercial vehicle drivers. The consortium will
also explore transportation safety engagement in the region’s Native American communities.

"More single-vehicle fatal crashes occur on reservations than in the country as a whole," said U.S.
Sen. Al Franken. "This statistic serves as a stark reminder that we need to support transportation
research to improve road safety, particularly in our tribal communities. As a member of the Senate
Indian Affairs Committee, I was proud to support CTS in their grant request and I applaud their
efforts."

The consortium led by CTS was one of 33 federal grant recipients selected out of 142 applicants.
Other consortium members in CTS’s winning proposal are the University of Akron, University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, and Western Michigan
University.

Max Donath, professor of mechanical engineering in the University of Minnesota’s College of
Science and Engineering and an internationally recognized leader in transportation safety research,
will serve as the director of the new Region 5 center.

"This award will allow us to bring together a multidisciplinary team of researchers from across the
region to improve safety for broad groups of travelers," Donath said. "We’ve made great strides in
transportation safety in the past 20 years, but that’s not enough for the families and friends of the
4,500 people who died on our region’s roads in 2011. We need to determine and deliver the next
wave of transportation safety improvements."

"Improving our road safety system is critical to preventing crashes," said U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar.
"This support will go a long way to help CTS advance safety improvements to help make our roads
safer and save lives."

The center will receive $5.2 million from the USDOT and $5.2 million in matching funds from
member universities, state departments of transportation, and other regional, state, and local
partners.

Brian Herman, Vice President for Research at the University of Minnesota, said, "This is great news
for the University, our regional partners, and ultimately our national transportation infrastructure. The
award demonstrates that through collaboration, great innovation can come. This consortium has the
most comprehensive university-based transportation research facilities in the region, as well as a
diverse group of faculty and research staff experienced in implementing safety solutions. I am
pleased for the recognition of the University of Minnesota and the longtime leadership of CTS in the
area of transportation safety."

CTS is nationally renowned for developing, fostering, and spreading innovation in transportation.
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U of M and Minneapolis Public Schools partner to advance the
development of early childhood education centers in
Minneapolis

Contacts: Rachel Hicks, Minneapolis Public Schools, rachel.hicks@mpls.k12.mn.us, (612) 668-
0227
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/30/2013) —To expand access to early childhood education to
Minneapolis children and families, Minneapolis Public Schools (MPS) and the University of
Minnesota formalized a new partnership today. The goal is to improve the overall quantity and
quality of services by working together and with community partners to establish new early
childhood education centers in the City of Minneapolis, beginning in North Minneapolis and
eventually expanding to a second center during the next several years.

There is not enough space at high-quality facilities in North Minneapolis to meet the demand for
successful early childhood education, University research recently found. This program is meeting a
real need and aligns with the State’s focus on supporting families seeking quality education for their
young children.

"MPS continues to make significant investments in early childhood education because we believe
that it is critical to reducing and eliminating the disparities in student achievement," said Dr.
Bernadeia Johnson, superintendent of Minneapolis Public Schools. "I am grateful to the University
for helping to elevate early childhood education and to our partners for their longstanding
commitment to young children and their families."

The partnership will support early learning "centers of excellence" that are based on the most
current research and that demonstrate strong results for the children that participate. The program
model will be based on both best-available research and evidence-based practices, and the
already-established promising and proven practices of existing high-quality programs. The
partnership will focus on the planning, development and implementation of permanent sustainable
solutions for children ages 0-5 in Minneapolis.

MPS will provide the leadership, physical space, and staff with a long-term goal of sharing this
space with other community partners. The University will share intellectual capital, through research,
to best support early learners; convene and facilitate a conversation to find long-term solutions for
this partnership; and continue to innovate and improve the experience for young students.

"The investment we make now in Minneapolis’ young children will pay dividends in the years to
come—they are our future college graduates and workforce," said University of Minnesota President
Kaler. "The U is uniquely poised to partner in this effort, with our past and current work in early
childhood education as well as ongoing commitment to close the state’s achievement gap."

MPS has a long history of partnering closely with the University’s Center for Early Education and
Development (CEED) and Department of Educational Psychology faculty, and this investment will
continue that tradition. Many other University resources will provide assistance to this partnership:
Professor Michael Rodriguez, who is leading Achievement Gap efforts; the University’s Urban
Research and Outreach/Engagement Center (UROC); the Human Capital Research Collaborative;
and other academic departments and centers.

Minneapolis Public Schools and the U of M plan to broaden their partnership to include other
community based organizations that have long been working on providing early childhood education
to the children of Minneapolis. These programs, through their existing services and ongoing
commitment to finding the best ways to serve young children and their families, will enrich the
knowledge and bandwidth of the overall partnership such that more children reap the benefits of
high-quality early childhood education.
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College of Design student Bethany DeLine in an
examination room at Boynton's newly renovated St.
Paul clinic. DeLine, along with Design classmates,
helped preserve the architectural heritage of Coffey
Hall, where the clinic is located.

Bigger, better
Boynton
clinic opens
in St. Paul
Open house
reception set for
Friday, Oct. 4

Contacts: Dave
Golden, Boynton
Health Service,

dgolden@bhs.umn.edu, 612-626-6738
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (09/30/2013) —Mental health, physical therapy and nutrition services
are now available to students, faculty and staff on the University of Minnesota’s St. Paul campus.
These health care options complement existing primary care, Gopher Quick Clinic and prescription
pick-up services.

The St. Paul Clinic, located in Coffey Hall and operated by Boynton Health Service, underwent a
major remodel in the summer of 2013. Now double the size, the clinic is an inviting and modern,
healing space that preserves the architectural heritage of the historic hall.

A grand opening reception for the campus community—featuring Goldy, therapy animals (including
Woodstock the therapy chicken), light snacks and giveaways—will take place Friday, Oct. 4, from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m.

"We’re very excited to provide more direct access in St. Paul so patients don’t have to travel to
Minneapolis for their care—it’s much more convenient and accessible," said Ferdinand Schlapper,
Boynton’s director and the campus’s chief health officer.

Increased mental health services
For the first time, students can make mental health appointments at the St. Paul Clinic, in addition to
Boynton’s East Bank Clinic. Earlier this year, the University’s Student Services Fee Committee
approved funding for the addition of two mental health providers at the St. Paul Clinic—who will offer
evaluation, medication management and individual therapy.

Mental health is the number one health issue on campus, and creating greater accessibility for
student care is a top priority. In fact, 43.3 percent of University students report experiencing one or
two stressors within the past 12 months—according to Boynton’s 2013 College Student Health
Survey Report.

Over the last 10 years, Boynton has noticed a steady rise in demand for mental health services. In
2012–13, the health service saw a 9.6 percent increase in student mental health appointments.

"Campuses across the country, including ours, have experienced a steady increase in demand and
need for mental health services," said Dr. Steve Hermann, Boynton’s director of mental health.
"National surveys have shown that each successive incoming group of freshmen is reporting higher
levels of stress."

According to Hermann, student stressors include academic pressure, financial stress, work and
school balance, independent living adjustments, and relationships. And more students than ever are
seeking help.

"There’s been a decrease in stigma and public health campaigns have improved the recognition
signs of mental health issues," Hermann says. "Students are taking the appropriate steps to get
help with depression and anxiety."

This summer, Boynton dropped a $10 co-pay for mental health appointments—to make it even
easier for University students (who pay the student services fee) to get the help they need.

"We’ve been challenged in the past and haven’t been able to meet the demand for mental health
services," said Dr. Gary Christenson, Boynton’s chief medical officer. "I am hopeful these efforts will
help meet the demand across the Twin Cities campus."

Historic building, modern design
Boynton partnered with the University’s College of Design on the 2,700-square-foot clinic
remodeling project—giving 25 sophomore-level interior design students an opportunity to apply their
skills on a real-world design project on their own campus.

Over a five-week period, teams from two classes proposed design concepts that preserve the
vintage feel of Coffey Hall, a Renaissance Revival-style building built in 1906—including transom
windows that filter light throughout the clinic and a natural color palette.

"Service learning projects such as this one are extremely beneficial to design students because it
allows them to learn, contribute to the community, and understand how to affect change," said
Elizabeth Bye, head of the department of Design, Housing, and Apparel at the College of Design.

"It was just a great win-win for us," added Schlapper.

The remodel of the Coffey Hall space cost $500,000—funded through Boynton’s capital
improvement budget.

About Boynton Health Service
Boynton Health Service is a multi-disciplinary, ambulatory care clinic with locations on the East Bank
and St. Paul campuses of the University of Minnesota and serves students, staff, and faculty.
Providing approximately 100,000 visits per year for primary care, urgent care, quick care, eye care,
mental health care, dental care, physical therapy, nutrition consultation, massage therapy, travel
consultations and immunizations, and women’s care, Boynton Health Service helps to keep the
University community healthy and successful in their academics, work, and personal lives.

In addition, Boynton Health Service serves as a public health service providing outreach programs
for health promotion, direct services, mass immunization clinics for influenza, and employee
wellness programs. According to patient satisfaction surveys, 94 percent of patients surveyed report
they would recommend the provider they saw to someone else and they rated their overall care by
their provider as a 9 on a scale of 1 to 10.

For more information, please click here.
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University of Minnesota student projects chosen as finalists for
national sustainability awards
Winners to be announced Saturday, Oct. 6

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552
Melissa Weber, University of Minnesota Morris, weberm@morris.umn.edu, (320) 589-6414

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/01/2013) —Two University of Minnesota student projects have been
chosen as finalists for the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education
(AASHE) 2013 Student Sustainability Awards. Winners will be announced at the AASHE national
conference in Nashville Oct. 6.

A project called "The Next Generation Environmental Leaders" is a finalist for AASHE’s Student
Sustainability Leadership Award. For this project, a coalition of students from the University of
Minnesota’s Morris and Twin Cities campuses played a key role in Governor Mark Dayton’s 2013
Environmental Congress. A groundbreaking event, this gathering of business, non-profit and
government leaders developed recommendations to help guide the state’s Environmental Quality
Board and the Dayton Administration in creating short-term action steps and setting long-term goals
for the future. The interdisciplinary, multi-campus group was led by Natalie Hoidal, a student at the
University of Minnesota, Morris; and Christy Newell, a Twin Cities campus student. Funding for the
work was provided in part by a Mini Grant from the University’s Institute on the Environment.

The second University of Minnesota project, chosen as a finalist in the AASHE Student Research on
Campus Sustainability Award competition, is by Twin Cities graduate student Elizabeth Turner. The
project, "Envisioning the Carbon-Neutral Campus: Planning for Reduced Energy Consumption at St.
Olaf College," explores the potential for St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minn., to work toward carbon
neutrality through an integrated learning laboratory process. Turner is pursuing a master’s degree in
architecture and sustainable design from the U’s College of Design.

"University of Minnesota students move so quickly from understanding the urgency of the world's
sustainability challenges to rolling up their sleeves and getting to work on projects to make our
Minnesota communities more sustainable," says Beth Mercer-Taylor, coordinator of the
Sustainability Education program at the Institute on the Environment. "I am so proud to support and
assist student leaders in sustainability across our University of Minnesota campuses."
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Statement from the University of Minnesota regarding effects of
the federal government shutdown

Contacts: University News Service, , unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/01/2013) —University of Minnesota leaders are concerned about the
federal government shutdown and the interruption it may cause if it continues for a significant length
of time. While the effects of a long-term shutdown are difficult to quantify at this time, we expect
minimal short-term impacts.

Specifically, students receiving Federal Pell Grants or Federal Direct Loans should not be affected.
Federally-funded research grants that already have been awarded will not be disrupted and the
University will continue to submit required research reports and updates to the federal government.
The University receives about $53 million each month from the federal government to support
research grants. New grant awards are expected to be delayed during the shutdown. However the
University will work with researchers to bridge short term gaps in funding. Programs funded through
sources other than federal appropriations, such as health care and general University operations,
will proceed normally.

We have been working with appropriate federal agencies and our researchers to prepare for this
scenario, and have taken every action available to mitigate impacts caused by a shutdown. We will
continue to closely monitor the situation and will comply with the regulations and guidelines set forth
by federal agencies during this period.
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Best-selling author Martin Nowak to present a Mathematics of
Planet Earth 2013 Simons Public Lecture on the evolution of
cooperation

Who: Evolutionary biologist and author of the best-selling book SuperCooperators Martin Nowak
What:  Mathematics of Planet Earth 2013 (MPE2013) Simons Public Lecture
When: 7 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2013
Where: University of Minnesota Coffman Memorial Union Theater, 300 Washington Ave. SE,
Minneapolis

Contacts: Amanda Aranowski, Institute for Mathematics and its Applications,
amanda@ima.umn.edu, (612) 626-7881
Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959

October 1, 2013

Evolutionary biologist Martin Nowak, author of the best-selling book SuperCooperators, will share
his cutting-edge research on the mysteries of cooperation at an Mathematics of Planet Earth 2013
(MPE2013) Simons Public Lecture.  Professor Nowak’s talk is one in a series of nine public lectures,
generously funded by the Simons Foundation, at various locations around the world.

Nowak will present his lecture at 7 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 8 at the University of Minnesota Coffman
Memorial Union Theater, 300 Washington Ave. SE, Minneapolis. Please purchase your tickets
online at www.IMASimonsLecture.eventbrite.com. Use code "IMA" to waive the $6.50 fee.

The event is hosted by the Institute for Mathematics and its Applications within the University’s
College of Science and Engineering.

About the lecture and speaker
According to Nowak, many problems that challenge us today can be traced back to a tension
between what is good and desirable for society as a whole and what is good and desirable for an
individual. This conflict is illustrated in global problems such as climate change, pollution, hunger,
and overpopulation.

During his lecture, Nowak will present five mechanisms for the evolution of cooperation: direct
reciprocity (tit for tat), indirect reciprocity (power of reputation), spatial games (chessboard of life),
group selection (tribal wars), and kin selection (nepotism). Nowak argues that cooperation—not
competition–is the key to the evolution of complexity.

Nowak is a professor of biology and mathematics and director of the Program for Evolutionary
Dynamics at Harvard University. He is one of the world’s leading experts on evolution and game
theory. He is "one of the most exciting modelers working in the field of mathematical biology today,"
according to The New York Times. He has published more than 300 papers and has been widely
praised for revolutionizing the mathematical approach to biology.

For more information, visit www.ima.umn.edu/public-lecture.

About Mathematics of Planet Earth 2013 (MPE2013)
Mathematics of Planet Earth 2013 (MPE2013) is a year-long program to showcase the role of
mathematics in developing a better understanding of dynamic processes affecting Planet Earth,
ranging from geophysical systems governing climate to economic and financial activity. This
initiative aims to promote the essential relevance of mathematics in planetary issues, raise
awareness of mathematics, address global challenges through mathematics, and create a context
for mathematical and interdisciplinary developments.

About the Institute for Mathematics and its Applications
Founded in 1982, the IMA promotes vigorous collaboration among mathematicians, engineers,
biologists, chemists, physicists, and other applied scientists, attracting more than 1,200 visitors per
year. Since its establishment, the IMA has grown to become among the most influential math
institutes in the world. Its mission is to connect scientists, engineers, and mathematicians in order to
address scientific and technological challenges in a collaborative, engaging environment,
developing transformative, new mathematics and exploring its applications, while training the next
generation of researchers and educators.
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University of Minnesota to host 'Teens and Sleep' national
conference
Nationally-known researchers to speak Oct. 3-4

Contacts: Steve Baker, College of Education and Human Development, s-bake@umn.edu, (612)
624-3430
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/01/2013) —Today’s teens face many dangers but a lack of sleep
tops the list, according to several prominent researchers.

To further tackle this topic, the University of Minnesota is hosting the first ever, national Teens and
Sleep conference on Thursday, Oct. 3 and Friday, Oct. 4 at DoubleTree Park Place, 1500 Park
Place Blvd., Minneapolis.

The conference will include seven national experts presenting on obesity, depression, transportation
safety, education, memory, and human behavior.

Dr. Mark Rosekind, of the National Transportation Safety Board and one of the world’s foremost
experts on human fatigue, will also present at the conference.

Research has found that teens with fewer than six hours of sleep per night are two-three times more
likely to experience depression and suicidal thoughts, and are significantly more likely to use drugs,
alcohol, caffeine, and engage in other at-risk behavior.

Also, U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan spoke in a national interview recently about the
importance of a later high school start time for teenagers, a topic which will be discussed too.

This event is open to the public. Two-day registration is $195, which includes lunch Thursday,
continental breakfast and lunch on Friday, and wine and cheese reception as well as conference
materials, and research reports. One-day registration is $135; please register to attend at
z.umn.edu/teensandsleep.

For interviews with speakers, please contact Steve Baker.
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Carlson School of Management Introduces Business Analytics
Degree
New master’s program aims to address looming shortage of data scientists

Contacts: Steve Rudolph, Carlson School of Management, skr@umn.edu, (612) 624-8770
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/02/2013) —The Carlson School of Management is now recruiting the
first class of students for a new Master of Science in Business Analytics program that begins in
summer 2014. The new degree program combines the Carlson School’s unique strengths in
business education and information systems analysis to shape professionals that will leverage big
data to make informed business decisions. Graduates of the program will be qualified to meet
demand for a looming shortage of data scientists, a demand that’s expected to exceed supply by up
to 190,000 jobs by year 2018 according to a report by McKinsey Quarterly. 

"Offering a program in data science is a natural fit for the school," says Carlson School Dean Sri
Zaheer. "Our faculty are world leaders in big data as well as the latest practices in business. The
Carlson School is excited for this new opportunity to shape data science professionals with the
business acumen needed to apply insights from big data."

Each day, U.S. consumers generate 2.5 billion gigabytes of data. These data are derived from web
analytics, real-time sensors, social media behavior, and more. Hidden in this massive pool of data
are invaluable business insights that demand sophisticated analytical minds to parse out. The MS in
Business Analytics program conveys these technical skills while building a foundation of business
knowledge to translate insights into action for organizations of all kinds.

In addition to the rigorous curriculum, the program offers students a valuable experiential learning
opportunity through a new Business Analytics Lab that will allow students to work on real-world
business problems under the guidance of experienced business partners, faculty members and
professional project managers.  The students may also have an opportunity to work with the Social
Media and Business Analytics Collaborative (SOBACO), a group housed in the Carlson School that
examines the effects and causes behind the rapid evolution of information generated by social
media channels.

"We want to create next generation of business leaders that make principled, data driven decisions,"
says Information and Decision Sciences Chair Alok Gupta.  "Our faculty are prominent researchers
in the field of information systems, and we are excited to provide one of the most comprehensive
programs of its kind that focuses equally on developing students’ ability through methodological
rigor as well as innovative modeling capabilities for business problem solving." Among a diverse
team of instructors, the MS in Business Analytics program is led by Professor Gediminas
Adomavicius, an expert in recommender systems and personalization technologies, data mining
techniques, and complex auction mechanisms; Professor Alok Gupta, an expert in economic
engineering of information systems and web-based social networks; and Professor Ravi Bapna, an
expert is assessing economic value of information systems including online auctions, social
networks, and cloud computing.

The one-year program will welcome its first cohort of students in June 2014. The rigorous curriculum
is divided into three semesters that begins with courses on business fundamentals, followed by
courses on technical fundamentals, and concluding with a semester focused on specialty courses
and a hands-on learning project. The first and second round deadlines for applications are Nov. 1
and Feb. 1, but the School will accept applications on a rolling basis.
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Upcoming events on the U of M campus

Contacts: University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/02/2013) —Please find below a list of select upcoming University of
Minnesota-related events. For the full U of M events calendar, visit www.events.umn.edu.

Tuesday, Oct. 8 – Mathematics of Planet Earth 2013 Simons Public Lecture on the evolution
of cooperation
Evolutionary biologist Martin Nowak, author of the best-selling book SuperCooperators, will share
his cutting-edge research on the mysteries of cooperation at a Mathematics of Planet Earth 2013
(MPE2013) Simons Public Lecture. Professor Nowak’s talk is one in a series of nine public lectures,
generously funded by the Simons Foundation, at various locations around the world.

Nowak will present his lecture at 7 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 8 at Coffman Memorial Union Theater, 300
Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis. Please purchase your tickets online at
www.IMASimonsLecture.eventbrite.com. Use code "IMA" to waive the $6.50 fee.

The event is hosted by the Institute for Mathematics and its Applications within the University’s
College of Science and Engineering.

Wednesday, Oct. 9 – Student Parent Visibility Day
Each year, the Student Parent HELP Center hosts Student Parent Visibility Day, an event to both
bring awareness to the many undergraduates who are parenting children through their
undergraduate degree program at the U, and to provide a college engagement activity for
approximately 12 teen parent programs in the metro area.

This year, along with the regularly scheduled teen parent-based activities and free pizza, nationally
known poet Ekere Tallie will be reading her poetry for the event.

The event will begin at noon on Northrop Plaza. For more information, visit:
http://www.sphc.umn.edu.

Monday, Oct. 14 – 2013 Healthy Foods, Healthy Lives Symposium and Food Summit
Are we able to confidently project the impact that climate change will have on agricultural production
and our food systems? Can we minimize our impact on the planet and produce enough fuel and
healthy, nutritious food for 9 billion people by 2050?

These key questions and many others will be explored at the 2013 Healthy Foods, Healthy Lives
Symposium and Food Summit, "Food and the Environment: Healthy Planet, Healthy People," on
Monday, Oct. 14 (at the Commons Hotel, 615 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis) and Tuesday,
Oct. 15 (Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, 3675 Arboretum Dr., Chanhassen).

This event will feature world-renowned researchers and experts in food, health, and the
environment, followed by a day of case studies and conversations on best practices with community
members, health service practitioners, dietitians, policy makers and researchers.

Sponsors include the U of M’s Healthy Foods, Healthy Lives (HFHL) Institute and the Minnesota
Landscape Arboretum.

For more information, including a full listing of presenters and registration details, visit:
http://www.arboretum.umn.edu/2013HealthyFoodsSummit.aspx.

Wednesday, Oct. 16 – A reading by Robert Bly, Minnesota’s first poet laureate
The Upper Midwest Literary Archives at the U of M Libraries present a reading by Minnesota’s first
poet laureate, Robert Bly, on Wednesday, Oct. 16 at 7 p.m., in celebration of his new book,
"Stealing Sugar From the Castle" at Willey Hall, 225 19th Ave. S., on the University’s West Bank
campus.

A reception will follow the reading and books will be available to purchase.

Bly won the National Book Award in 1968 for his second collection, "The Light Around the Body."
Earlier this year, Bly received the Poetry Society of America's highest honor, the Frost Medal. His
latest book contains new and selected poems spanning 50 years.

Bly’s papers are held in the Upper Midwest Literary Archives at the University of Minnesota
Libraries. They are available for the public to view by appointment.

The Oct. 16 reading is free and open to the public, but reservations are requested at
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/reg/reservation-for-the-october-16-reading-by-robert-bly.

Thursday, Oct. 17 – UROC Community Day 2013 celebrates U and community partnerships
Join University of Minnesota Urban Research and Outreach-Engagement Center (UROC) staff in a
celebration of University and community partnerships at Community Day from 2 to 7 p.m., Thursday,
October 17 at UROC, 2001 Plymouth Avenue North in Minneapolis.
  
Learn about UROC's latest research projects and its lasting commitment to public accountability and
transparency. Enjoy food from Northside businesses, live music by the University's Steel Drum
Ensemble, tours, cooking demonstrations and displays of community-based research projects and
programs.

A special 4 p.m. program will feature University President Eric Kaler, Provost Karen Hanson, and
newly appointed Vice President for Equity and Diversity Katrice Albert and Vice Provost for Student
Affairs and Dean of Students Danita Brown Young.

The event is free and open to the public. For more details, visit www.uroc.umn.edu.

Friday, Oct. 18 – Journal of Law and Inequality Symposium to celebrate Civil Rights Act’s 50
Anniversary
The U of M Law School’s Journal of Law and Inequality will host its annual symposium, "Civil Rights
and Civil Justice: Fifty Years Later," from 8:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 18, in Room 25 of
Mondale Hall.

The magnitude and legacy of the United States’ Civil Rights Movement and the culminating events
of 1963-64 mark an unprecedented are in the fulfillment of constitutional ideals. This academic year
celebrates the fiftieth anniversary of that period’s pivotal events, including the landmark Supreme
Court ruling in Gideon v. Wainright and Dr. King’s tide-changing, "Letter from Birmingham Jail."

The Journal of Law & Inequality honors the fight for the rule of law with a symposium dedicated to
examining the legacy of this nation’s Civil Rights Movement. This anniversary compels us to explore
the implications of these events and examine Civil Rights gains in the wake of claims that America
is progressing toward a post-racial society.

For more information regarding details and registration, visit:
https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=1263437.

Monday, Oct. 21 – Book Week lecture: Gene Luen Yang
The College of Education and Human Development welcomes Gene Luen Yang, the author of the
first graphic novel ever to win the prestigious ALA’s Michael L. Printz Award for excellence in young
adult literature, for its’ Book Week lecture at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 21, at McNamara Alumni
Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis.

Yang began drawing comic books in the fifth grade. He was an established figure in the indie comics
scene when he published his first book, American Born Chinese (1996), which is now in print in over
10 languages. The book’s critical and commercial success, along with its status as a National Book
Award finalist and winner of the Printz Award, catapulted Yang into stardom as a major voice of our
times.

The event is free and open to the public, and Yang will be available for book signing after the event.
For more information, including event registration, visit: http://www.cehd.umn.edu/bookweek.

Tuesday, Oct. 22 – Cirque De-Stress at Coffman
High-wire walkers, clowns, aerialists, jugglers, and Goldy Gopher will entertain the crowds during
Boynton Health Services Cirque De-Stress event on Tuesday, Oct. 22 in the Great Hall at Coffman
Memorial Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis.

Doors will open at 9:30 a.m., and shows will take place on the hour from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Therapy animals - including dogs and Woodstock, the therapy chicken – will also be at the event.
Plus, stress management and mental health resources will provide practical help for attendees.

The goal of this circus is to provide a fun break for students, faculty and staff who are juggling
classes, jobs, families, and more - while trying to keep a good life balance.

For more information, visit: http://www.bhs.umn.edu/cirque-de-stress.

© 2009–2014 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.
The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer

th

mailto:unews@umn.edu
http://www.events.umn.edu/
http://www.imasimonslecture.eventbrite.com/
http://www.sphc.umn.edu/
http://www.arboretum.umn.edu/2013HealthyFoodsSummit.aspx
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/reg/reservation-for-the-october-16-reading-by-robert-bly
http://www.uroc.umn.edu/
https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=1263437
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/bookweek
http://www.bhs.umn.edu/cirque-de-stress


Fourth Annual Gopher Adventure Race is Oct. 4

Media Note: Media interested in covering the race should meet Maggie Solnitzky (651-675-8257) in
front of Northrop Auditorium to receive maps of the course.

What: Gopher Adventure Race
When: Friday, Oct. 4th – race begins at 1 p.m.
Where: U of M Twin Cities Campus
Who: U of M students, faculty/staff and alumni in 100 teams of two

Contacts: Maggie Solnitzky, Gopher Adventure Race, , (651) 675-8257
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

October 2, 2013

Participants will display their physical and mental strength during the fourth annual Gopher
Adventure Race, beginning at 1 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 4th at the University of Minnesota Twin Cities
campus.

The Gopher Adventure Race, now in it’s fourth year, is an exciting competition that challenges
participants to race in teams of two around the University of Minnesota campuses while solving
physical and mental challenges.

Modeled after the television show The Amazing Race, the Gopher Adventure Race is operated by
the students in the Recreation, Parks, and Leisure Studies program under the direction of Dr.
Connie Magnuson. The race, open to students, faculty, and alumni of all abilities, focuses on
teamwork and cooperation while challenging each individual.

Gopher Adventure Race organizers create new challenges every year, making the course an
exciting surprise for competitors every year.

Past events included mountain biking, canoeing, fencing, and rock climbing.

The race provides participants with an opportunity to explore the U, try some new, fun activities and
have a chance to win prizes.

Students in the Recreation, Park and Leisure Studies Department plan the Gopher Adventure Race
each year. Classes throughout the department design and implement the entire event on the
course. This experiential learning is critical for students who aspire to work in the field providing
recreation opportunities and programs to communities.

The Gopher Adventure Race is also the U’s only "green" event and is in line with the FitPlanet
criteria for their "Pledge of Sustainability."

The race will end with an awards ceremony and post-race party on Northrop Plaza beginning at
approximately 5:30pm. Post-race activities include: food by Qdoba, prize drawings and awards for
the top three teams in each category. Awards are provided by sponsors, including Wilderness
Inquiry, Midwest Mountaineering, and Nice Ride.

For race details, please visit: z.umn.edu/gar
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"Pentagon Papers" attorney to deliver 28th Annual Silha Lecture

What: 2013 Silha Lecture
Who: James C. Goodale, author and former New York Times general counsel
When: Wednesday, Oct. 16, 7:30 p.m.
Where: Cowles Auditorium, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis

Contacts: Elaine Hargrove, Silha Center for the Study of Media Ethics and Law, silha@umn.edu,
(612) 625-3421
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

October 3, 2013

How far can the government go in its pursuit of those who disclose classified information, like
Edward Snowden or Bradley Manning? Should "whistleblowers" be prosecuted for espionage? Can
journalists who publish classified material be forced to reveal their confidential sources? How can
the public's right to know be balanced against the government's claims of national security?

In his new book, Fighting for the Press: the Inside Story of the Pentagon Papers and Other Battles,
James C. Goodale, vice chairman and general counsel of The New York Times during the landmark
"Pentagon Papers" litigation in 1971, contends that many of the issues of national security and
press freedom that were central to that case remain current today. Since his book was published in
2013, Goodale has been a sought-after commentator and analyst, giving more than 50 television,
radio, internet and print interviews. He will explore whether the Obama administration has
overstepped its constitutional authority in its efforts to shut down leaks at the 28th Annual Silha
Lecture, entitled The Lessons of the Pentagon Papers: Has Obama Learned Them?

The lecture begins at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 16, in the Cowles Auditorium, on the
University's West Bank campus. Goodale will take audience questions and sign copies of his book
following his presentation. Copies of the book will also be available for purchase.

The Silha Lecture is free and open to the public. No reservations or tickets are required. Parking is
available in the 19  and 21  Avenue ramps. Additional information about directions and parking can
be found at www.umn.edu/pts.

The Silha Lecture is sponsored by the Silha Center for the Study of Media Ethics and Law.

About James C. Goodale
Called "the father of the reporter's privilege" by the New York Observer, Goodale represented The
New York Times in its U.S. Supreme Court cases including Branzburg v. Hayes and New York
Times v. Sullivan. He is the author of two other books, The New York Times v. The U.S. and All
About Cable, as well as approximately 200 articles that have appeared in a variety of publications
ranging from academic journals to popular newspapers and magazines.

A member of the law firm Debevoise & Plimpton LLP since 1980, Goodale has also taught First
Amendment and Communications law at Yale, New York University and Fordham Law Schools. In
1972, he established the Communications Law conference for the Practising Law Institute in New
York, which has become the preeminent annual gathering for media attorneys and academics to
discuss developments in First Amendment law. From 1995-2010, Goodale produced and hosted a
New York metropolitan area public television program, "Digital Age," about the effect of digital
technology on media, politics and terrorism. He served as chairman of the board of the Committee
to Protect Journalists from 1989-1994, which has been instrumental in the release of imprisoned
journalists around the world.

About the Silha Center for the Study of Media Ethics and Law
The Silha Center for the Study of Media Ethics and Law is based at the School of Journalism and
Mass Communication at the University of Minnesota. Silha Center activities, including the annual
Lecture, are made possible by a generous endowment from the late Otto Silha and his wife, Helen.
For further information, please contact the Silha Center at (612) 625 3421 or silha@umn.edu, or
visit www.silha.umn.edu
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University of Minnesota Board of Regents to hold strategic
planning work session, take action on 2014 Capital Request
Workgroup to engage in University’s long-term visioning process

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/04/2013) —Taking the first steps toward charting an ambitious
roadmap to affordable excellence, the University of Minnesota Board of Regents will hold a public
work session at 8:45 a.m. Friday, Oct. 11 to explore the mission, vision, values, goals and strategies
necessary to increase the institution’s impact and reputation during the next decade and beyond.

Regents will consult with University President Eric Kaler, Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs
and Provost Karen Hanson and other U leaders to begin this critical planning initiative. Specific to
this session, Board members will participate in the same visioning process the U’s Strategic
Planning Workgroup is currently undertaking. Regents will first review key internal and external
trends and data. The Board will then identify and discuss external forces most likely to impact the U
over the next decade, along with opportunities and unique assets that enhance University
excellence and distinguish the U from other higher education institutions.

Special Committee on Academic Medicine

Chaired by Regent Linda Cohen, the Special Committee on Academic Medicine is a new, two-year
committee intended to build knowledge among Regents about academic medicine, education and
research, and ensure that the Board is equipped to fulfill its oversight responsibilities in this rapidly
evolving area.

Dr. Aaron Friedman, dean of the Medical School and the U’s vice president for health sciences, will
join University of Minnesota Physicians (UMP) CEO Bobbi Daniels, M.D. for a discussion on clinical
services and operations. In May, Regents approved a new integrated structure between the
University, UMP and Fairview Health Services to enhance patient care by creating a more seamless
experience across the continuum of care.

The initial committee meeting, to be held Thursday, Oct. 10, will also include a 2013-14 work plan
discussion and an overview of the U’s Academic Health Center provided by Friedman. Future
meetings of the Special Committee will focus on inter-professional education, workforce
development and advocating scientific research.

2014 Capital Request

During the September Board meeting, Regents reviewed the six building and infrastructure projects
recommended for inclusion in the University’s request for $232.7 million in state bonding during the
2014 legislative session. A vote on the proposal will occur during Friday’s full Board meeting.

The University’s proposed 2014 Capital Investment Request promises $66.3 million of institutional
funds for six projects. The proposal aligns with the U’s strategic goals to attract and retain the best
and brightest students and world-class faculty and staff; to inspire innovation, exploration and
discovery; and to be a responsible steward of its physical and financial resources.

Other agenda items include:

Accountability Report: The Board will take final action on the 2013 University Plan, Performance
and Accountability Report. Regents reviewed the report, which outlines how the U is fulfilling its
land-grant mission and delivering value to Minnesota, during last month’s meeting.
Administrative Cost Definition and Benchmarking Report: The Board’s Finance Committee will
receive an annual report on University costs, broken down by mission, mission support and
facilities, and leadership and management oversight. The Offices of Budget and Finance and
Human Resources first presented this detailed analysis – unique to the University of Minnesota – in
June 2012.
Facilities Utilization Assessment: The Facilities and Operations Committee will continue its look
at maximizing the University’s physical assets. Vice President for University Services Pam
Wheelock will provide an update on space utilization efforts and strategies, while University of
Minnesota, Rochester Chancellor Stephen Lehmkuhle will discuss the innovative approach to
facilities and space utilization implemented at UMR.
UMore Park: Regents will receive an update regarding UMore Park from the UMore Development
LLC:  Executive Director Carla Carlson; Michael O’Keefe, chair of the LLC Board of Governors; and
LLC Treasurer and University CFO Richard Pfutzenreuter.
Philanthropy: The University of Minnesota Foundation will provide its annual report on private
giving.

For more information, go to www.umn.edu/regents.

© 2009–2014 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.
The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer

http://www1.umn.edu/news/contacts/#Chuck%20Tombarge
mailto:tombarge@umn.edu
http://www1.umn.edu/news/contacts/#Matt%20Hodson
mailto:mjhodson@umn.edu
http://strategic-planning.umn.edu/
http://govrelations.umn.edu/capital-request.html
http://www.academic.umn.edu/accountability/pdf/2013/2013UMNAccountabilityReportHighlights.pdf
http://www.umn.edu/regents


University of Minnesota students win national sustainability
leadership award
'Next Generation Environmental Leaders' from Morris and Twin Cities campuses honored for their
work with Governor Mark Dayton’s 2013 Environmental Congress

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552
Melissa Weber, University of Minnesota Morris, weberm@morris.umn.edu, (320) 589-6414

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/06/2013) —The idea of Minnesota youth taking extensive leadership
to inform policy makers regarding environmental concerns seems abstract, perhaps even
revolutionary. Yet, that’s exactly what a team of students from the University of Minnesota’s Morris
and Twin Cities campuses did; now, their work is receiving national recognition.

The "Next Generation Environmental Leaders" were selected as winners of the Association for the
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE) 2013 Student Sustainability
Leadership Award.

The students were presented their award today at AASHE’s national conference, held through Oct.
9 in Nashville, Tenn.

This remarkable interdisciplinary collaboration – featuring students from two University of Minnesota
campuses and several colleges and departments – was lauded for more than 12 months of work
that culminated with a transformative panel at Governor Mark Dayton’s 2013 Environmental
Congress. This gathering of business, non-profit and government leaders developed
recommendations to help guide the state’s Environmental Quality Board (EQB) and Dayton
Administration in creating short-term action steps and setting long-term goals for the future.

"The Next Generation Environmental Leaders played a key role in the Environmental Congress,"
said Ellen Anderson, energy advisor to Gov. Dayton and former state senator. "Their powerful
presentation helped shape significant policy steps moving forward."

"It is fantastic that the state of Minnesota has an active environmental quality board," said Natalie
Hoidal, a student at the University of Minnesota, Morris who oversaw the strategy and logistics of
the group. "But it is truly impressive that Governor Dayton, state legislators and other decision
makers are opening the floor for youth to speak their minds and participate meaningfully in policy
development."

U of M students first connected with Minnesota’s political leaders in 2012, brainstorming with
Anderson on ways to participate in the Environmental Congress and engage in developing solutions
toward sustainability issues. From there, the enterprising students developed and planned a
statewide "Next Generation Environmental Congress" for February 2013, a month before the full
Environmental Congress.

Over the next 12 months, this civic-minded group of University students, led by Natalie Hoidal and
Christy Newell, reached out to statewide youth through social media, meetings, posters, phone
calls, presentations and more. They teamed with University of Minnesota students from all five
campuses, as well as groups including the Youth Environmental Advocates-Minnesota (YEA-MN),
the Minnesota Youth Environmental Network (MNYEN) and the Minnesota Public Interest Research
Group (MPIRG) to develop a unified partnership through which the next generation of Minnesotans
could voice their concerns to the EQB. Funding for the work was provided in part by a Mini Grant
from the University’s Institute on the Environment.

On February 24, 2013, the Next Generation Environmental Leaders held the Next Generation
Environmental Congress. Nearly 200 attendees engaged in numerous conversations regarding
issues in need of direct attention in the state. From the meeting, four main ideas emerged:

"Change Minnesota Agriculture" by applying sustainable practices to remediate soil and water
health, which will bolster public health and food security;
"Change Modern Transportation" by changing infrastructural development of streets, transit, and city
grids, which will strike hard at energy consumption;
"Create a New Foundation for Our Energy Economy" by changing policies to incentivize renewables
and building codes;
"Increase the Renewable Energy Standard" by creating economic incentives and tax policy to
support solar and renewable energy development and discourage waste and pollution.

When Governor Dayton called the Environmental Congress into session in March 2013, the
University of Minnesota students presented their findings. Accented with a moving video collage, the
Next Generation Environmental Leaders dramatically impacted the inaugural state environmental
summit, inspiring and impressing the more than 300 participants. In the breakout sessions that
followed, policymakers, state leaders and key stakeholders praised the quality and long-term
significance of the presentation.

The Next Generation Environmental Leaders included, Hoidal, Newell, Elizabeth Just, Patty
O’Keefe, Juan M. Medina Bielski, Emma Wright, Kristian Nyberg, Aaron Goemann, Jordan Wente,
Anna Pratt, Perry Moore, Ande Saunders, Siri Simmons, Phil Kelly, Aaron Goemann, Bryce
Blankenfeld, Joey Daniewicz, Laura Korth, Catherine Spurgeon, Melinda Kawalek, Adrian Schiller
and Perry Moore.

"These students came from many colleges and departments across the University’s Morris and Twin
Cities campuses, bonded by a shared goal," said University of Minnesota Sustainability Director
Amy Short. "Some graduated, but remained involved to mentor and shape this public engagement
process. I am privileged to be at a university that actively fosters leaders and informed citizens who
are engaged in public policy making and who care about the future of our state."

The group was nominated for the AASHE Student Sustainability Leadership Award by Troy
Goodnough, sustainability director at the University of Minnesota, Morris; and, Beth Mercer-Taylor,
sustainability education coordinator at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities.

As winners, the main collegiate members will have the opportunity to present their leadership story
and will be included in a feature piece on the awards in Sustainability: The Journal of Record.

An award reception will be held from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 16 at the University's Institute
on the Environment in St. Paul.
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University of Minnesota researchers contributed to Nobel Prize-
winning Higgs discovery

Contacts: Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801
Andre Salles, Fermilab Office of Communication, media@fnal.gov, (630) 840-3351

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/08/2013) —Several University of Minnesota scientists were among
the U.S. researchers who played a significant role in advancing the discovery of the Higgs boson,
the elusive subatomic particle that plays a crucial role in the fabric of the universe. The entire
physics community is celebrating today’s announcement that British theorist Peter Higgs and
Belgian theorist Francois Englert were awarded the Nobel Prize in physics for their work developing
the theory of what is now known as the Higgs field, which gives elementary particles mass.

Twenty-one University of Minnesota faculty, researchers, students, engineers and technicians are
currently involved in the Compact Muon Solenoid (CMS) experiment. The University of Minnesota
has been involved since 1993 and has played a key role in the design and construction of the CMS
detector. The University of Minnesota researchers are among nearly 2,000 physicists from U.S.
institutions—including 89 U.S. universities and seven U.S. Department of Energy laboratories—who
participate in the ATLAS and CMS experiments.

The majority of U.S. scientists participating in LHC experiments work primarily from their home
institutions, remotely accessing and analyzing data through high-capacity networks and grid
computing. The University of Minnesota was responsible for core components of the
electromagnetic and hadronic calorimeters that were a critical part of the discoveries.

The discovery of the Higgs boson at CERN was the culmination of decades of effort by physicists
and engineers around the world, at the LHC but also at other accelerators such as the Tevatron
accelerator, located at Fermilab, and the Large Electron-Positron accelerator (LEP), which once
inhabited the tunnel where the LHC resides. Work by scientists at the Tevatron and LEP developed
search techniques and eliminated a significant fraction of the space in which the Higgs boson could
hide.

"The search for a Higgs has been a very long one, including my own Ph.D. dissertation work years
ago at LEP," said University of Minnesota professor of physics and astronomy Jeremiah Mans. "To
finally have an initial confirmation of the Higgs concept has been very exciting. Now we are opening
the chapter of study rather than search, on which all of us in the University of Minnesota CMS group
are hard at work."

University of Minnesota physics and astronomy professor Roger Rusack has been actively involved
with the LHC since 1993. He helped design and develop many of the detector’s components,
including the electromagnetic calorimeter (ECAL). The ECAL measures the energies of photons
produced in the collisions – a key way of searching for the Higgs boson. Rusack spent two years at
CERN (2009-10) as a leader of a group of nearly 100 international physicists tasked with keeping
the ECAL operating at its best.

"It has been a long road to get here, beginning all the way back in the mid-1980’s in the time of the
supercollider when we started designing detectors to find the Higgs," Rusack said. "We have been
looking forward to this day since then. In all the time that we prepared for this, building detectors,
analyzing data it has been a real privilege to be the person to introduce so many of our
undergraduates and graduate students to the exciting world of discoveries in fundamental science. 
No doubt, there is much more to come."
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New University of Minnesota study shows Twin Cities charter
schools underperform traditional public schools and continue to
be highly segregated by race and income

Media Note: For more information about the report, contact Myron Orfield at (612) 625-7976
(orfield@umn.edu) or Thomas Luce at (612) 625-5344 (tluce@umn.edu). The report is available at:
www.law.umn.edu/metro.

Contacts: Valerie Figlmiller, University of Minnesota Law School, figlm002@umn.edu, (612) 625-
5577
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/09/2013) —Two studies in 2008 and 2012 by the Institute on
Metropolitan Opportunity (IMO, formerly the Institute on Race and Poverty) at the University of
Minnesota Law School showed that after two decades of experience, most charter schools in the
Twin Cities still underperformed comparable traditional public schools and were highly segregated
by race and income. New work, which both updates and supplements the previous studies
with data for 2012-13, shows that little has changed in the years since the original studies.
The new study showed:

Charters still lag behind their traditional counterparts academically and remain more highly
segregated by race and income.
There is also a growing pattern in the suburbs of predominantly white charter schools locating near
to more racially diverse traditional schools. Whether by intent or not, more and more suburban
charters are facilitating white flight from increasingly diverse traditional schools in the suburbs.
Finally, the report documents the substantial role that charters have played in enrollment declines in
Minneapolis and St. Paul, declines that have contributed to fiscal difficulties in the districts that serve
more economically disadvantaged students than any others in the state.

"The question is whether charters are the best path available to find ways to better serve low-
income students and students of color, given that this approach has consistently increased
segregation in the region’s schools while, at the same time, failing to improve overall student
performance," said Myron Orfield, Director of the Institute on Metropolitan Opportunity.

Spreading Segregation in Charter Schools
This study, like the earlier IMO studies, shows that a very high proportion of charters are essentially
single-race schools. In sharp contrast with the traditional system, where the percentage of schools
that are integrated has increased steadily, the share of integrated charter schools has been
stagnant. As a result, charter school students of all races are still much more likely to be attending
segregated schools than their counterparts in traditional schools, and the gaps are widening. For
instance, in 2012-13, 88 percent of black charter students attended segregated schools, up from 81
percent in 2000-01. By comparison, just 44 percent of black students in traditional public schools in
the metro were in segregated settings, down from 56 percent in 2000-01. Hispanic and Asian
charter students were also roughly twice as likely to be in segregated settings as their traditional
school counterparts in 2012-13.

Recent trends also show a disturbing pattern in the suburbs. The number of predominantly white
suburban charters is increasing and many are located in areas near traditional schools that are
relatively diverse by suburban standards. The total number of predominantly white charters in the
suburbs grew by 40 percent in the five years from 2007-08 to 2012-13, and suburban charters were
much more likely to be significantly less racially diverse than nearby traditional schools. In 2008,
only 20 percent of predominantly white suburban charters had white student percentages more than
five percentage points higher than the traditional school(s) within whose attendance boundary they
were located. However, by 2012-13, 54 percent met this condition. Whether by intent or not, more
and more suburban charters are facilitating white flight from increasingly diverse traditional schools
in the suburbs.

"The increasing incidence of predominantly white charters near traditional schools that are
economically and racially diverse – schools that are particularly vulnerable to rapid economic and
racial change – makes maintaining stably integrated schools even more difficult than it already is,"
said Tom Luce, IMO’s Research Director.

Lagging Test Scores
Charters are also still outperformed by traditional schools on test scores. In fact, the analysis shows
that charters have taken a step backward since 2010-11. One group of about10 charters serving
high-poverty student populations has exhibited relatively strong results in the testing data. However,
this group – the charters consistently highlighted in in press reports and by charter advocates as
"beat the odds" schools – is more than offset by an even larger number of high-poverty charters with
testing results well below what would be expected given their poverty rates. Overall, charters
performing relatively poorly – schools with pass rates more than five points lower than expected
given their poverty rates – serve 3,400 to 5,600 more students (depending on the test subject) than
their high-performing counterparts.

Effects on Minneapolis and St. Paul
Finally, the report documents how the charter system has placed enormous stress on the two
districts that serve the greatest numbers of the region’s most economically disadvantaged students.
Minneapolis and St. Paul have each had to deal with the costs associated with major enrollment
declines in the last decade and charters have contributed 50 to 60 percent of those losses. School
districts losing students must devote effort and resources to deal with the costs of decline, often to
the detriment of other educational priorities. The Minneapolis and St. Paul School Districts have
spent the last 10-15 years dealing with one fiscal crisis after another, crises due in significant part to
enrollment losses to charter schools.

About the Institute on Metropolitan Opportunity
Established in 1993 as the Institute on Race and Poverty, IMO investigates the ways that laws,
policies and practices affect development patterns in U.S. metropolitan regions, with a particular
focus on the growing social and economic disparities within these areas. Through research,
communications, mapping, and legal advocacy, the Institute provides resources to policymakers,
civil rights advocates, and the general public to address reform in taxation, land use, housing,
metropolitan governance and education.
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Minnesota Law Review Symposium to Examine the Future of
Organized Labor

Contacts: Matt Norris, Symposium Articles Editor, Minnesota Law Review, norri114@umn.edu,
763-202-9012
Valerie Figlmiller, University of Minnesota Law School, figlm002@umn.edu, (612) 625-5577

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/10/2013) —The University of Minnesota Law School’s Minnesota
Law Review will host its annual symposium, "The Future of Organized Labor: Labor Law in the 21st
Century," from 8:15 a.m.-3:55 p.m. on Oct. 25, 2013, in Room 25 of Mondale Hall, 229 19th Ave. S.,
Minneapolis.

The symposium will feature keynote addresses and three panels featuring professors and
practitioners from across the country representing both the management and labor sides of the
debate. Craig Becker, general counsel of the AFL-CIO, and G. Roger King, of counsel at Jones Day,
will deliver keynote addresses and participate in a moderated discussion.

Key panelists include Philip Miscimarra, who was sworn in as a member of the National Labor
Relations Board in August.  Jim Rowader, vice president and general counsel of employee and
labor relations at Target Corporation, will also be a panelist. Mr. Rowader and Mr. Miscimarra will be
joined by law professors from New York University, the University of Texas, and the University of
Minnesota among others.

The Symposium’s three panels will focus on the following topics: "Unions in the Crosshairs: How It
Happened and the Road Ahead for Labor," "International Labor Law: Opportunity, Solution, or
Intrusion?" and "Achievable Labor Law Reform."

Attendees will have a unique opportunity to learn about the rapidly changing field of labor law and
new ideas for reform. Attendees, panelists and legal scholars are invited to continue this dialogue at
a reception following the symposium.  

More information can be found at: http://www.minnesotalawreview.org/2013/05/2013-minnesota-law-
review-symposium/.
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U of M researchers suggest complex relationship between
phosphorus levels and nitrogen removal in lakes

Contacts: Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801
Stephanie Xenos, College of Biological Sciences, sxenos@umn.edu, (612) 624-8723

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/10/2013) —In the land of 10,000 lakes, one lake has been the
starting place for research with implications for big lakes around the world. According to a study
published online this week in Science, University of Minnesota researchers, building from studies of
nitrogen levels in Lake Superior, uncovered a good news/bad news scenario for lake health that has
long-term, global implications for pollution control efforts.

While many water-quality cleanup efforts focusing on the reduction of phosphorus have been highly
effective, that success can also result in a decrease in microbial processes that remove nitrogen
from water. Nitrogen accumulation in large lakes can lead to nitrogen pollution downstream, in rivers
and coastal areas. The findings suggest that human-caused acceleration of global nitrogen and
phosphorus cycles have boosted nitrogen removal processes in small to medium-size lakes. But in
many of Earth’s large lakes, these effects are reduced by successful control of phosphorus,
resulting in nitrogen accumulation.

"Freshwater ecosystems, including lakes, streams and wetlands, are a large global sink for reactive
nitrogen," says lead author Jacques Finlay, an associate professor in the College of Biological
Sciences (CBS). "By reducing one aquatic pollutant – phosphorus – we are in some cases reducing
the ability of lakes to remove nitrogen." Gaston Small, an assistant professor at the University of St.
Thomas, and Robert Sterner, a fellow CBS ecology professor, co-authored the study.

To assess the influence of phosphorus on nitrogen removal, the researchers used a comparative
approach – they examined the differences between how much nitrogen goes into lakes and how
much comes out downstream – coupled with time-series analyses of nitrogen and phosphorus
concentration in large lakes.

"The work was motivated by our thinking about the case of a single lake – Lake Superior. This lake
is one that we would expect to efficiently remove nitrogen, but it doesn’t, and it has extremely low
phosphorus, so this work arose from efforts to generalize beyond a single system," Finlay says.

The excess nutrients can come from a variety of sources. City dwellers contribute nitrogen through
sewage, lawn fertilizer, vehicle exhaust and pets. Farming represents the largest source in
agricultural areas, and, in remote areas, air pollutants dispersing through the atmosphere can be a
factor.

The study does not suggest we stop reducing phosphorus in lakes. "We need to pay attention to the
way that nutrients interact in ecosystems and maintain our focus on reducing phosphorus and
nitrogen pollution," says Finlay. "If we do that, we’ll be taking steps toward improving water quality
locally as well as downstream."

© 2009–2014 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.
The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer

mailto:bldillon@umn.edu
mailto:sxenos@umn.edu


Robina public forum to examine criminal law's growing role in
immigration policy

Contacts: David Hanbury, Robina Institute administrator, dhanbury@umn.edu, (612) 625-8093,

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/10/2013) —Although Latinos comprise the largest minority group in
the United States, Professor Yolanda Vásquez argues that the American Dream remains elusive for
many of them: they have higher levels of poverty, unemployment, and incarceration than their white
counterparts. What’s more, she contends, their situation has been exacerbated in the past 30 years
by the growing incorporation of immigration law into the criminal justice system—a development
known as "crimmigration."

The Robina Institute of Criminal Law and Criminal Justice will explore the interplay of immigration
and criminal law in an upcoming public forum, "‘Crimmigration’ in the United States: Racial
Exclusion in a Post-Racial Society." The free public event will be held at 4-5:30 p.m. on Thursday,
Oct. 17, at the University of Minnesota Law School. It is the latest installment of the Robina in
Conversation series.

Professor Stephen Meili of the University of Minnesota Law School will moderate the discussion,
which will be based on the scholarship of Vásquez, assistant professor of law at the University of
Cincinnati. Meili and Vásquez will be joined by Professor Juliet Stumpf of Lewis & Clark Law School
and Susana De León, a Minnesota-based immigration attorney.

"Like many immigrant-receiving nations around the world, in recent years the United States has
increased the scope of crimes justifying deportation and criminalized immigrant status by detaining
immigrants in large numbers," Meili said. "This forum will allow experts in immigration law to explore
these issues in depth and to engage the audience in a lively discussion."

Vásquez contends that crimmigration has resulted in sharply increasing rates of incarceration and
detention for Latinos, who now represent the largest number of people removed from the United
States for "criminal" convictions. It also has helped to reinforce the negative stereotypes of Latinos
that are pervasive in U.S. society. On this basis, she offers a powerful and controversial critique of
crimmigration and what she sees as its oppressively discriminatory impact.

Vázquez joined the College of Law at the University of Cincinnati in 2012. Before joining academia,
she was previously a public defender in the Cook County Public Defender’s Office in Chicago and
the Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia. She also conducted federal litigation on
behalf of migrant farmworkers in the areas of labor and immigration. In 2011, she was awarded the
Jack Wasserman Memorial Award for Excellence in Litigation in the Field of Immigration Law.

Stumpf is a professor of law at Lewis & Clark College in Portland, Ore. Prior to joining Lewis &
Clark’s faculty in 2005, she was an acting assistant professor at New York University School of Law.
Previously, she clerked for Judge Richard A. Paez on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.
She also was a senior trial attorney in the Civil Rights Division of the Justice Department.

De León’s law firm, De León & Nestor, LLC, handles immigration and criminal cases in all state,
federal and immigration courts. She is chairwoman of the board of directors of the National Lawyers
Guild’s National Immigration Project.

Meili is the Vaughan G. Papke Clinical Professor in Law at the University of Minnesota Law School.
He is the Supervising Attorney in the Law School's Immigration and Human Rights Clinic, where
students represent asylum-seekers and detained individuals in various immigration and appellate
court proceedings.

To learn more about this event, please visit 
www.robinainstitute.org/events/creating-crimmigration-in-the-united-states-as-a-mechanism-of-
racial-exclusion-in-a-post-racial-society/.

The Robina Institute works with policy-makers, practitioners and leading scholars to improve the
effectiveness, fairness, and cost-effectiveness of criminal justice systems. The Institute is supported
by a major long-term grant from the Minneapolis-based Robina Foundation, which was established
by James H. Binger, a St. Paul native and 1941 graduate of the Minnesota Law School, shortly
before his death in 2004.

For more information about the Robina Institute for Criminal Law and Criminal Justice, please
contact David Hanbury, Robina Institute administrator, at (612) 625-8093 or dhanbury@umn.edu.
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Jean Illsley Clarke awarded honorary Doctor of Laws degree

Contacts: Steve Baker, College of Education and Human Development, s-bake@umn.edu, (612)
624-3430
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/11/2013) —Best known for writing the seminal books on parenting,
Jean Illsley Clarke, an internationally recognized family studies scholar and educator, influenced
generations ofparents. To honor her achievements, the University of Minnesota will award Clarke
with an honorary Doctor of Laws degree at 5 p.m. on Oct. 15 at a special ceremony in the Upson
Room of Walter Library, 117 Pleasant St. S.E., Minneapolis.

A 1948 graduate of the University of Minnesota (B.S. in home economics education, cum laude),
Clarke has had a long and distinguished career focusing on ways to help parents raise likable, self-
sufficient and respectful children. She is the author of Self-Esteem: A Family Affair and How Much Is
Enough? Among her list of honors and accomplishments: winner of the Eric Berne Memorial Award
in Transactional Analysis, 1995; a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Northwest Parenting and
Family Education Conference, 2008; alumni awards from the University of Minnesota College of
Human Ecology, 1999, and College of Education and Human Development (CEHD), 2001;
leadership positions on the National Council on Family Relations and the Minnesota Council on
Family Relations; and honoree on the U of M’s Wall of Discovery Scholars Walk.

Self-Esteem: A Family Affair is second only to Dr. Spock’s as the most influential parenting advice
book. Clarke’s research and counseling, documented in her 20+ books, have been described as
imaginative and practical.

"Jean Clarke is an expert on overindulgence, self-esteem, parenting, human development, group
dynamics, and Transactional Analysis," said CEHD Dean Jean Quam. "She deserves this honor for
her many contributions to the disciplines of family and parent education, and for translating that
work to improve families and communities around the world."

Clarke has an M.A. from St. Mary’s College in Winona and has been an adjunct faculty member at
both the U and Concordia University.
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University of Minnesota Board of Regents approve 2014 Capital
Investment Request
$290 million total request invests in bricks and mortar to bolster educational and research
excellence

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/11/2013) —Committing to student success, critical research and the
state’s economy by enhancing the system’s physical infrastructure, the University of Minnesota
Board of Regents today approved the U’s 2014 Capital Investment Request to the state legislature.

The University’s request for $232.7 million in state bonding promises an additional $66.3 million of
institutional funds for six projects. The proposal aligns with the U's strategic goals to attract and
retain the best and brightest students and world-class faculty and staff; to inspire innovation,
exploration and discovery; and to be a responsible steward of its physical and financial resources.
Numerous project requests are connected to serving the science fields, which will help the
University comply with one of the performance metrics within the 2013 omnibus higher education bill
that requests the U graduate more students with STEM degrees.

"This is not just an investment in bricks and mortar, it’s an investment in students and the future
prosperity of our state," said University President Eric Kaler. "We cannot train the workforce of
tomorrow in outdated classrooms and laboratories, nor can we expect researchers to solve pressing
statewide problems with facilities that have not been state of the art for decades. I look forward to
continuing to partner with legislators to support the University and advance our state’s economy and
brainpower."

Capital investment funds will:

Bring new energy and purpose to aging campus buildings (HEAPR) – by utilizing system-wide Higher
Education Asset Preservation and Replacement funds to maximize and extend the life of facilities (request:
state funds entirety of $100 million cost);

Renew an old research building as the heart of science teaching (Tate Science and Teaching
Renovation) – by renovating obsolete labs and classrooms in the 87-year-old Tate Laboratory to meet
modern day requirements of core science and technology disciplines, Physics and Earth Sciences (request:
state funds $56.7 million of $85 million total cost);

Create collaborative space for scientists who secure our food and health (Microbial Sciences
Research Building) – by constructing a new laboratory building for interdisciplinary research in
microbiology-focused fields such as plant pathology, food safety and animal infectious diseases, a project
that will also allow the University to decommission one or possibly two existing obsolete facilities(request:
state funds $30 million of $45 million total cost);

Foster healthy lives for students and the greater community (Crookston Wellness Center) – by
providing modern wellness facilities and programs at the Crookston campus that support academic
programs and better serve students (request: state funds $10 million of $15 million total cost);

Protect our lakes, trees and bees (Laboratory Improvement Fund) – by improving existing research
facilities, including the University’s bee laboratory, plant greenhouses and aquatic invasive species
laboratory (request: state funds $12 million of $18 million total cost);

Supply the growing demand for workers in the chemical sciences (Duluth Chemistry and Material
Sciences) – by expanding the Duluth campus’ Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM)
programs with a new teaching and research facility (request: state funds $24 million of $36 million total cost).

"This plan illustrates the University’s commitment to thoughtfully and purposefully maximize its own
resources and state support to fulfill its land grant mission," said Board Chair Richard Beeson. "It
identifies those buildings that can be renovated to meet necessary standards. Where new
construction is imperative, this request maximizes interdisciplinary space and allows for existing
facilities to come off-line."

Charting the future
Regents took the first steps toward charting a new and ambitious future roadmap for the University
by reviewing internal and external trends related to five key metrics impacting the future of the Twin
Cities campus. The Board also discussed the changing landscape of higher education, along with
opportunities and unique assets that enhance University excellence and distinguish the U from other
institutions.

The visioning undertaken at today’s work session will shape and guide the work of the University’s
Strategic Planning Workgroup. Chaired by University Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs
and Provost Karen Hanson, the Workgroup includes 29 faculty, staff and student members from
across colleges and disciplines. The strategic planning process will articulate the vision, values,
goals and strategies to increase the institution’s impact and reputation during the next decade and
beyond.

Other Board activity included:

Philanthropy: The Board accepted a recent $10 million donation from the Bentson Foundation to provide
scholarships for new students in the School of Nursing’s Doctor of Nursing Practice program. This gift will
help educate an additional 500 advanced practice nurses during the next 10 years, which will help address
an acute shortage of primary care providers, rising health care costs and the rapidly growing needs of an
aging population. Coupled with the Bentson Family Scholarship established in 2003 and other generous
gifts, the Bentson Foundation and family is now the single largest donor to scholarships at the University of
Minnesota.

Capital Improvement Budget amendments: Regents approved two amendments to the FY14 capital
improvement budget, originally approved in June. The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum entry road and
gatehouse improvement project will eliminate congestion at the facility’s entrance and the bottleneck caused
by traffic at the gatehouse, while providing greater physical access to the Arboretum. Additionally, 6,100
square feet in Nils Hasselmo Hall will be renovated into new lab space for the U’s world-renowned Center
for Drug Design. This project is primarily an upgrade of existing space to replace outdated research facilities
in Weaver-Densford Hall and the VFW Cancer Research Center.

Facilities Utilization Assessment: The Facilities and Operations Committee examined forward-thinking
space utilization strategies intended to maximize the U’s physical assets. Vice President for University
Service Pam Wheelock discussed developing new space management data tools, which would help
determine where and how existing spaces can be reconfigured via alternative workplace strategies.
Additionally, the U is continuing its efforts to decommission obsolete buildings. To date, University Services
has removed 14 buildings from the active inventory, resulting in approximately $1.1 million in annual
operating costs savings and $33 million from the facility condition assessment 10-year needs total.

Administrative Cost Definition and Benchmarking Report: Consistent with President Kaler’s
commitment to hold the line on administrative costs, the percent of leadership and oversight costs in fiscal
year 2013 remained constant compared to FY2012 expenses.

Accountability Report: The Board formally approved the University’s 2013 University Plan, Performance
and Accountability Report, which details how the U is fulfilling its land-grant mission and delivering value to
Minnesota.

Goods and Services contracts: The Board approved a five-year café and catering food service contract to
Taher, Inc. for the University Recreation and Wellness Center, along with a million, five-year café,
concession and catering food service and alcohol sales contract to Surdyk’s, Inc. for Northrop. Both
contracts were awarded via a Request for Proposal process and include two additional three-year renewal
options.
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Researchers
discover new
approach to
improve
personalized
cancer
treatments
Computer scientists
worked with doctors
to develop new treatment that would kill cancer cells but spare healthy cells

Contacts: Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/14/2013) —Researchers from the University of Minnesota, Mayo
Clinic, and University of Toronto have successfully shown that a new method for targeting mutated
cells could create a major breakthrough in a personalized medicine approach to treat cancer.

The team’s findings are published in the Oct. 15 issue of Cancer Research, a journal of the
American Association of Cancer Research.

The new research discovers susceptible genes in the cancer cells using synthetic lethal interactions
—pairs of genes in which mutation in either gene alone causes no damage to the cell, but where
mutations in both cause the death of the cell.

"When we discover these interactions in human cells, it can hold the key to effective, targeted
cancer treatments," said Professor Chad Myers, the lead researcher and computer science and
engineering associate professor in the University of Minnesota’s College of Science and
Engineering. "Specifically, drugs could be used to target the synthetic lethal interaction partners of
cancer-associated genetic mutations.  These drugs would then effectively kill cancer cells but spare
otherwise identical cells lacking the cancer-related genetic alteration."

Myers and his collaborators used research on yeast genes to find synthetic lethality, and then found
genes in humans that were similar in structure and evolutionary origin to the yeast cells. Myers
worked with Dr. Dennis Wigle, a practicing thoracic surgical oncologist at Mayo Clinic to test those
interactions in human cells.  

They found two striking cases where synthetic lethal interactions were similar between yeast and
human cells. These interactions involve genes that are frequently mutated in specific types of
cancer and provide potential new drug targets for these tumors.

"About 40 percent of yeast genes have homologs in humans, we thought that inferring interactions
across species may provide a quick way of getting at these interactions," Myers said. "Given our
expertise with the yeast interactions, we developed a strategy for narrowing down the large list of
interactions to test, based on sequence similarity between the genes and public databases of genes
commonly mutated in cancer as well as other features."

Decades of drug discovery research have produced a limited number of targeted therapies for
treating cancer. The most commonly used therapies involve delivering high doses of radiation or
toxic chemicals to the patient, which can help to suppress tumor growth but also cause substantial
damage to normal tissue.

"The strategy of using synthetic lethal interactions to identify drug targets, particularly for
‘undruggable’ cancer genes is an attractive alternative method for drug target discovery," said Wigle.
"This technology is an important means to fully leverage information from sequencing projects for
clinical application."

To read the full research paper entitled "A Comparative Genomic Approach for Identifying Synthetic
Lethal Interactions in Human Cancer," visit the Cancer Research website.
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U of M alumnus awarded Nobel Prize for economics

Contacts: Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/14/2013) —University of Minnesota alumnus Lars Peter Hansen,
former Department of Economics faculty member Robert Shiller, and Eugene Fama have been
awarded the 2013 Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences "for their empirical analysis of asset
prices."

Hansen received his Ph.D. in economics from the University of Minnesota in 1978, and is a
professor at the University of Chicago. Shiller began his career at the University of Minnesota as an
assistant professor from 1972-74, and is a professor at Yale University. Fama is a professor at the
University of Chicago. Together their research has laid the foundation for the current understanding
of asset prices.

"Lars Peter Hansen is one of our own, and, once again, we proudly celebrate a Nobel Prize won by
another of our remarkable alumni," university President Eric Kaler said. "As the state's only public
research university, we prepare scholars to create new knowledge and leaders to help change
Minnesota and the world for the better. Dr. Hansen's Nobel Prize recognizes his groundbreaking
work, and it confirms the exceptional strength of our world-class economics department and of a
University of Minnesota education."

 About the U of M Department of Economics and Heller-Hurwicz Economics Institute
The U of M College of Liberal Arts’ Department of Economics consistently ranks among the nation’s
top economics programs. Several of the department's alumni, faculty members, and former faculty
members  have received the Nobel Prize. Most recently, Thomas Sargent and Christopher Sims,
both former University of Minnesota Department of Economics faculty members, received the Nobel
Prize in 2011 (link). University of Minnesota Professor Leonid Hurwicz was a co-winner of the Nobel
Prize in 2007 (link).

The Heller-Hurwicz Economics Institute (named after world-leading economics scholars Leo
Hurwicz and Walter Heller) is a global initiative in the Department of Economics, created to inform
and influence public policy by supporting and promoting frontier economic research and by
communicating its findings to leading academics, policymakers and business executives around the
world.

For more information about HHEI, visit http://hhei.umn.edu.
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University of Minnesota adds four buildings to ENERGY STAR
roster

Contacts: Chris Kelleher, Facilities Management, kelle847@umn.edu, (612) 626-3734
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/14/2013) —Four more University of Minnesota buildings have
achieved ENERGY STAR ratings by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
bringing the institutional total to seven. Burton Hall, Wulling Hall, the Learning and Environmental
Sciences Building and Roy Wilkins Hall join the Donhowe Building (June 2011), Education Sciences
(August 2011) and University Office Plaza (April 2013) on the list of ENERGY STAR rated buildings
on the Twin Cities Campus.

 ENERGY STAR plaque unveiling ceremonies will be held in each building as follows:

Wulling Hall – Tuesday, Oct. 15 at 1 p.m., 1st Floor Inner Lobby (86 Pleasant St. SE, Minneapolis)
Burton Hall – Tuesday, Oct. 15 at 2 p.m., 2nd Floor Atrium (178 Pillsbury Dr. SE, Minneapolis)
Learning and Environmental Sciences – Thursday, Oct. 17 at 4:15 p.m., 2nd Floor Atrium (1954
Buford Ave., St. Paul)
Roy Wilkins Hall – Thursday, Nov. 14 at noon, 1st Floor Lobby (1212 University Ave. SE,
Minneapolis)

For nearly 20 years, the EPA has administered the familiar ENERGY STAR program for household
electronics and appliances. Similar to the ENERGY STAR score sheets displayed on washing
machines and water heaters, the EPA also administers a scoring system for buildings. This tool
serves as a method for comparing a building's energy efficiency to the efficiency of similar buildings.

To earn the ENERGY STAR rating, each building's energy consumption data (including building
hours, size, number of occupants, types of lighting systems, etc.) is compared to hundreds of similar
buildings. Buildings with more energy efficiency than 75 percent of all similar buildings qualify for the
ENERGY STAR label. Burton Hall earned a rating of 98, meaning its energy efficiency rates in the
top two percent of all similar buildings. Wulling Hall earned 96 points, Learning and Environmental
Sciences Building received 96 points and Roy Wilkins Hall scored an 82. 

"The Energy Star Program provides the University with a universally accepted standard for
validating the results of campus energy efficiency efforts," said Jeff Davis, Assistant Director of
Energy Management. "Our hope is that when the folks who work in a building and the folks who
maintain the building walk by an Energy Star plaque every morning, it will remind them to continue
to do the little things that will add up to huge energy savings. It all adds up."

Energy Management uses the EPA's ENERGY STAR rating system and the State of Minnesota's
"B3" (Buildings, Benchmarks and Beyond) database to benchmark and compare University
buildings' energy performance against similar buildings. The Building Energy Report Card on the
Facilities Management website was established to provide occupants with a visual indication of how
campus buildings are performing from an energy efficiency perspective. The report card provides a
meaningful ranking of each building's energy performance using a common unit of measure (KBTU /
GSF) and comparing it to benchmarks created by using the state of Minnesota B3 benchmarking
tool.

Collectively, these tools facilitate recognition of the U's achievements in energy efficiency and help
direct future efforts to improve the efficiency of campus buildings.
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Siehl Prize for Excellence in Agriculture seeks nominations

Contacts: Becky Beyers, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
bbeyers@umn.edu, (612) 626-5754
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/15/2013) —Nominations are open for the Siehl Prize for Excellence
in Agriculture 2014 awards. The prize recognizes outstanding contributions to agriculture and the
alleviation of world hunger.

The University of Minnesota’s College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences
administers the awards. Recipients are chosen in three categories: knowledge (teaching, research
and outreach), production agriculture and agribusiness. Each laureate receives a $50,000 award as
well as a sculpture and lapel pin designed by Minnesota artist Thomas Rose specifically for the
Siehl Prize.

The Siehl Prize was created in the early 1990s by a generous gift from New Ulm-area livestock
breeder and businessman Eldon Siehl, a dedicated philanthropist who had a lifelong interest in
agricultural systems. Siehl was concerned that people were losing touch with their agrarian roots
and wanted his gift to ensure that achievements in agriculture would be recognized and celebrated.
Past winners include former Minnesota agriculture commissioner Gene Hugoson and Don
Helgeson, Gold’n Plump chairman.

Nominee(s) must reside or have resided in Minnesota for at least five years or hold a degree from
the University of Minnesota. Individuals and teams of people are eligible. Self-nominations and
nominations by relatives are not allowed. Nominations submitted the previous year must be updated
and resubmitted annually.

Nomination instructions are available online at http://www.cfans.umn.edu/siehlprize. Deadline for
nominations is Jan. 15, with award winners expected to be announced on National Ag Day, March
25, 2014
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Renowned ecologist David Schindler to deliver Nov. 5 lecture in
St. Paul
The lecture is entitled: "Letting the Light In: Providing Environmental Science to Direct Public Policy"

Contacts: Patrick Sweeney, Freshwater Society, psweeney@freshwater.org, (763) 219-1261
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/15/2013) —David Schindler, one of the world’s leading freshwater
ecologists, will deliver a free public lecture on the tension – sometimes conflict – between science
and public policy on environmental issues.

Join us for this compelling and timely presentation. It is titled "Letting the Light In: Providing
Environmental Science to Direct Public Policy."

"Often, politicians expect science to conform to policy, rather than vice versa," said Dr. Schindler, an
emeritus professor at the University of Alberta. He is clear that view is not an option: Good policy
always must be grounded in good science.

Register to attend the lecture at www.freshwater.org.

Dr. Schindler’s presentation will be the 13th lecture in a speaker series sponsored by the
Freshwater Society and the University of Minnesota. The series, now in its fourth year, honors the
late Malcolm Moos, a former university president.

The lecture will be at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 5, in the theater of the Student Center on the university’s
St. Paul campus. A panel of Minnesota experts, will appear with Dr. Schindler and join him in taking
questions from the lecture audience.

In a 45-year career of research and advocacy, Dr. Schindler has advised, and sometimes clashed
with, a number of Canadian government agencies on a range of environmental issues.  

He has worked on the nutrient pollution and eutrophication of lakes, acid rain, dioxins, PCBs and the
degradation of wild land resulting from development of Canada’s tar sands oil deposits.

Dr. Schindler was born in North Dakota, grew up near Barnesville, Minn., and earned a doctorate at
Oxford University, where he was a Rhodes Scholar. His entire professional career has been spent in
Canada.

He was the first winner, in 1991, of the Stockholm Water Prize, the world’s most prestigious award
for work involving water. He is a member of the U.S. Academy of Sciences and has received
honorary doctorates from 11 U.S. and Canadian universities.

Dr. Schindler also chairs the board of the Safe Drinking Water Foundation, a small non-profit
foundation that helps Canadian aboriginal communities with water problems and helps educate
students about protecting freshwater.

About the Freshwater Society
The Freshwater Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to educating and inspiring people to
value, conserve and protect water resources. Located in Excelsior, Minn., it has a long history of
association with the University of Minnesota. Learn more at www.freshwater.org.

About the University of Minnesota College of Biological Sciences
The College of Biological Sciences provides education and conducts research in all areas of
biology, from molecules to ecosystems, supporting applications in medicine, renewable energy,
ecosystem management, agriculture and biotechnology. Learn more at www.cbs.umn.edu.
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Three University of Minnesota projects win international design
awards
The AIGA (Re)design competition recognizes designers and design solutions creating a positive
impact on our environment and society

Contacts: Steve Baker, College of Education and Human Development, s-bake@umn.edu, (612)
624-3430
Todd Reubold, Institute on the Environment, reub0002@umn.edu, (612) 624-6140

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/15/2013) —Three University of Minnesota-based projects -
Earthducation, Ensia and North of Sixty - received prestigious 2013 (Re)design awards last week
from AIGA, one of the world’s largest professional organizations for design. The projects competed
against hundreds of competitors worldwide. Earthducation and Ensia also received additional
recognition as "Judge’s Choice" award winners.

The AIGA (Re)design Awards competition has been held biennially since 2009 as a way to
recognize exemplary sustainable and socially responsible design. The awards showcase "design
that challenges us to (re)think the world and our choices" and are based on the philosophy that
"through masterful storytelling, compelling visuals, and beautiful design, we have the power to
shape the future and ignite change," according to AIGA.

Other 2013 award recipients include projects done for Human Rights Campaign, The Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation, the Children’s National Medical Center, Earthjustice and more.

North of Sixty is a project of the Learning Technologies (LT) Media Lab in the University’s College of
Education and Human Development (CEHD), while Ensia is housed in the Institute on the
Environment (IonE). Earthducation is sponsored by both CEHD and IonE.

North of Sixty aims to create a global tapestry of climate stories, weaving together the history and
culture of Arctic communities worldwide and preserving the voices and ecological knowledge of
generations.

Ensia is a magazine and event series showcasing solutions to Earth’s biggest environmental
challenges. The online magazine was designed by Vancouver-based creative agency smashLAB.

Earthducation is a series of seven expeditions to every continent over the course of four years
(2011–14) designed to create a world narrative of the dynamic intersections between education and
sustainability.
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Former U of
M professor
to be
inducted into
Minnesota
Science and
Technology
Hall of Fame

Contacts: Rhonda
Zurn, College of
Science and
Engineering,
rzurn@umn.edu,
(612) 626-7959
Brooke Dillon,
University News
Service,
bldillon@umn.edu,
(612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/15/2013) —Former University of Minnesota mechanical engineering
professor Ernst R.G. Eckert, often referred to as the father of the modern engineering field of heat
and mass transfer, will be inducted in the Minnesota Science and Technology Hall of Fame in
November.

Eckert was internationally renowned for his work with the early development of jet engines, as well
as his breakthrough contributions to the fundamental understanding of heat transfer. Eckert joined
the University of Minnesota’s Department of Mechanical Engineering in 1951. During nearly 25
years at the University, he founded the Heat and Mass Transfer Lab, mentored generations of
students, and published more than 550 scientific papers and books.

Eckert’s work moved from the research lab to the real world with his development of practical
applications for heat transfer in high-speed flight, solar energy, rocketry and numerous other
scenarios. Eckert was among the first Regents' Professors at the University, and in 1961 was the
first recipient of the Max Jakob Memorial Award from the American Society of Mechanical Engineers
and American Institute of Chemical Engineers. Eckert died just two months shy of his 100th birthday
in 2004.

"Professor Eckert was one of the faculty who put our department on the map," said Uwe
Kortshagen, current head of the Department of Mechanical Engineering in the University’s College
of Science and Engineering. "His legacy lives on today in the next generation of research in our
department."

Eckert is one of two Minnesotans who will be honored for their outstanding contributions to science
and industry as the newest inductees into the Minnesota Science and Technology Hall of Fame
during the Minnesota High Tech Association (MHTA) 2013 Tekne Awards on Nov. 6. The other
inductee is John Rollwagen, a business leader, investor and advisor who is best known for his work
in the 1970s and 80s building Cray Research from a start-up operation to a highly profitable and
internationally respected Fortune 500 company.

Initiated in 2007 by MHTA and the Science Museum of Minnesota, the Minnesota Science and
Technology Hall of Fame honors Minnesotans whose achievements in science and technology have
made significant, far-reaching contributions that have positively impacted our state and our world.
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U of M
researchers
launching
effort to get a
bird’s-eye
view of
changing
ecosystems

Contacts: Brooke
Dillon, University
News Service,
bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801
Stephanie Xenos, College of Biological Sciences, sxenos@umn.edu, (612) 624-8723

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/16/2013) —In order to study rapidly changing conditions on the
ground, researchers are taking to the skies. A $2 million, five-year study funded by the National
Science Foundation and NASA aims to take a big leap forward in our ability to monitor ecosystem
biodiversity and health on a megascale. Tracking changes in biodiversity over time is key to
maintaining vital ecosystem services such as carbon storage and clean drinking water. 
 
A team of researchers led by Jeannine Cavender-Bares in the College of Biological Sciences (CBS)
at the University of Minnesota, will make and compare observations of plants and soil ecosystems
from the ground and the air. Their goal: to identify the extent to which it’s possible to use remote
sensing from trams, airplanes, or even satellites to get a finger on the pulse of four key measures of
ecosystem well-being. The research team includes Sarah Hobbie (also CBS), Rebecca Montgomery
and Peter Reich from the College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences, and
scientists from four other institutions in the United States and Canada,
 
“In the face of global change, monitoring biodiversity and changes in biodiversity is important,”
Cavender-Bares says. “We are using novel methods to monitor different kinds of biodiversity,
including variation in the genetic makeup of plant and in the attributes that influence how plants
interact with their environment. Our goal is to understand the mechanisms that allow us to detect
biodiversity from the sky, and to develop methods that can be applied globally.” 
 
Because of the way genetics affects plants’ appearance, and because of the tight link between
plants and the condition of the soil in which they are rooted, the researchers suspect there is a
whole lot more to learn about ecosystems using remote sensing. The research will make it possible
to, in Hobbie’s words, “remotely sense information about various levels of diversity and how
variation in diversity alters ecosystem processes, including those that are invisible from space, like
decomposition and nutrient cycling that occur in soils.”
 
Cedar Creek is a perfect place for a study like this, Hobbie says, because it is home to a number of
ongoing experiments involving a variety of plant species mixes. Ultimately, the researchers hope the
results will make it possible to monitor biodiversity and predict the health of ecosystems on a global
scale.
 
In addition to University of Minnesota researchers, the team also includes collaborators from the
University of Alberta in Canada, the University of Nebraska–Lincoln, the University of Wisconsin,
and Appalachian State University. The study will also involve citizen scientists through the Cedar
Creek Schoolyard Ecology program, the Minnesota Phenology Network, and other outreach
opportunities.
  
Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve is an ecological research site located in central
Minnesota with natural habitats that represent the entire state. There is no place of comparable
biological diversity so close to the Twin Cities metropolitan area. Cedar Creek researchers are
dedicated to understanding our planet’s ecosystems and how they are changing under human
pressures. The reserve is owned and operated by the University of Minnesota in cooperation with
the Minnesota Academy of Science.
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Upcoming events on the U of M campus

Contacts: University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/16/2013) —Please find a list of select upcoming University of
Minnesota-related events below. For the full U of M events calendar, visit events.umn.edu.

Thursday, Oct. 17 – UROC Community Day 2013 celebrates U and community partnerships
Join University of Minnesota Urban Research and Outreach-Engagement Center (UROC) staff in a
celebration of University and community partnerships at Community Day from 2 - 7 p.m., Thursday,
Oct. 17 at UROC, 2001 Plymouth Ave. N., Minneapolis.

Learn about UROC’s latest research projects and its lasting commitment to public accountability and
transparency. Enjoy food from Northside businesses, live music by the University’s Steel Drum
Ensemble, tours, cooking demonstrations and displays of community-based research projects and
programs.

A special 4 p.m. program will feature University President Eric Kaler, Provost Karen Hanson, and
newly appointed Vice President for Equity and Diversity Katrice Albert and Vice Provost for Student
Affairs Danita Brown Young.

The event is free and open to the public. For more details, visit: www.uroc.umn.edu.

Saturday, Oct. 19 – U of M School of Music’s Collage Concert
The annual School of Music Collage Concert features more than 300 students and faculty in a non-
stop concert showcase of all that the School of Music has to offer – including performances by
choral, orchestral, jazz, chamber, world music and wind ensembles as well as solo performances.

The concert is Saturday, Oct. 19 at 7:30 p.m. at the Ted Mann Concert Hall, 2128 4th St. S.,
Minneapolis.

For more information, visit: https://events.umn.edu/U-of-M-School-of-Music-Collage-Concert-
-029152.htm.

Monday, Oct. 21 – Book Week lecture: Gene Luen Yang
The College of Education and Human Development welcomes Gene Luen Yang, the author of the
first graphic novel ever to win the prestigious ALA’s Michael L. Printz Award for excellence in young
adult literature, for its Book Week lecture on Monday, Oct. 21, from 6:30 - 7:15 p.m. at McNamara
Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis.

Gene Luen Yang began drawing comic books in the fifth grade. He was an established figure in the
indie comics scene when he published his first book, American Born Chinese (1996), which is now
in print in over 10 languages. The book’s critical and commercial success, along with its status as a
National Book Award finalist and winner of the Printz Award, catapulted Yang into stardom as a
major voice of our times. His new graphic novel series ‘Boxers’ and ‘Saints’ was recently reviewed in
the New York Times.

The event is free and open to the public, and Yang will be available for book signing after the event.
For more information, including event registration, visit: http://www.cehd.umn.edu/bookweek.

Tuesday, Oct. 22 – Cirque De-Stress at Coffman
The circus is coming to Coffman Memorial Union (Great Hall), 300 Washington Ave. S.E.,
Minneapolis, on Tuesday, Oct. 22. Doors will open at 9:30 a.m., and shows will take place on the
hour from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

High-wire walkers, clowns, aerialists, jugglers, and Goldy will entertain the crowds. There will also
be a return of therapy animals—including dogs and Woodstock the therapy chicken. Plus, stress
management and mental health resources will provide practical help.

The goal of this circus is to provide a fun break for students (and staff) who are juggling classes,
jobs, families and more—while trying to keep a good life balance.

For more information, visit: http://www.bhs.umn.edu/cirque-de-stress.

Tuesday, Oct. 22 – Tucker Center 20th Anniversary Distinguished Lecture
To officially kick off the 20th anniversary celebration of the U’s Tucker Center for Research on Girls
& Women in Sport, the Center will host a Distinguished Lecture on October 22 from 7 – 9 p.m. at the
Humphrey School of Public Affairs’ Cowles Auditorium, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis.

This lecture brings together key individuals who were instrumental in the Tucker Center’s inception,
which began in 1993 with a $1 million gift from Dr. Dorothy McNeill Tucker as well as others who
gave it form with support for a director, staff and physical space. The Tucker Center’s Director and
Associate Director will also highlight the breadth and depth of the Center’s accomplishments and
impact over the last 20 years and point the way for future research, education, and community
outreach initiatives.

The Tucker Center, which features five fully funded scholarships and fellowships at both the
undergraduate and graduate level, has produced two nationally and internationally recognized
research reports - the first in partnership with the President's Council on Physical Fitness and
Sports - on the physical, psychological, social, and cultural benefits girls derive from physical
activity, the barriers that prevent girls from reaching their full potential, as well as featuring the kinds
of environments in which girls can thrive. The Center also collaborated with Twin Cities Public
Television to produce the Emmy-nominated video, "Concussions and Female Athletes: The Untold
Story," and are currently in production of a second video, "Media Coverage and Female Athletes," to
debut in early December.

For more information, visit: https://events.umn.edu/Tucker-Center-20th-Anniversary-Distinguished-
Lecture-028274.htm.

Tuesday, Oct. 22 to Saturday, Oct 23 – University of Minnesota to Sponsor Third Annual
Cyber Security Summit
Join national cyber security experts and technology business leaders to discuss the nation’s most
pressing security threats at the Cyber Security Summit on Oct. 22 and 23 at the Minneapolis
Convention Center, 1301 2nd Ave South Minneapolis.

Cyber intrusions and attacks have increased dramatically over the last decade, exposing sensitive
personal and business information, disrupting critical operations, and imposing high costs on the
economy.  The summit will focus on two themes—cyber threat identification as well as information
sharing and privacy.

To register and for more information, visit: http://cybersecuritysummit.org/ 

Thursday, Oct. 24 – "Little Syria, NY: An Immigrant Community’s Life and Legacy" Exhibit
Opening Reception and Lecture
The Arab American History and Culture symposium brings together our Immigration History
Research Center and the Arab American National Museum of Dearborn, Michigan, to celebrate the
creation of the Little Syria exhibit, to reflect on the state of Arab American history and culture and
the importance of preserving the documents and other items that can connect us and future
generations to both the past and present.

The event will be held from 4 - 6:30 p.m., at Elmer L. Andersen Library, 222 21st Ave. S.,
Minneapolis.

For more information, visit: https://events.umn.edu/%E2%80%9CLittle-Syria-NY-An-Immigrant-
Community%E2%80%99s--Life-and-Legacy%E2%80%9D-Exhibit-Opening.htm.

Thursday, Oct. 24 – Making the World Suck Less with reddit Co-founder Alexis Ohanian
Born in 1983, Alexis Ohanian is an entrepreneur and investor in Brooklyn, N.Y., best known as the
co-founder of the social news site reddit. Ohanian’s new book, Without Their Permission: How the
21st Century Will Be Made Not Managed, is a call to action that combines advice for building
successful startup ventures and marketing secrets with examples of heartwarming stories about
using the Internet for grass-roots campaigns.

Ohanian brings his traveling talking tour to the U on Oct. 24, at the Bell Museum of Natural History,
10 Church St. S.E., Minneapolis.

For more information, visit: https://events.umn.edu/Making-the-World-Suck-Less-with-reddit-Co-
founder-Alexis-Ohanian-029800.htm.

Tuesday, Oct. 29 – "Beyond HGTV: Can Design Change People’s Lives?" U of M’s Ada
Comstock Distinguished Women Scholar Lecture
World-renowned interior design educator and researcher Denise Guerin will deliver the University of
Minnesota’s annual Ada Comstock Distinguished Women Scholars Lecture at 4 p.m. on
Wednesday, Oct. 29, in the Humphrey School of Public Affairs’ Cowles Auditorium.

Professor Guerin, a Morse-Alumni Distinguished Professor of Interior Design at the U of M, will
present her lecture "Beyond HGTV: Can Design Change People’s Lives?" This presentation
provides an overview of her imaginative, sustainable approach to interior design centered on the
well being of people. Guerin’s work has revolutionized the thinking, teaching, research and practice
in the interior design field locally and globally. And in many cases, Denise was the "first," "the only,"
or the "one" to pull teams together to conduct research for designers and architects.

The Ada Comstock Distinguished Women Scholars Lecture and Award were established to honor
the scholarly accomplishments and leadership of women faculty at the University of Minnesota. In
addition to the award and public lecture, the awardee is presented with a selection of art created by
a Minnesota woman artist.

For more information, including registration details, visit: https://events.umn.edu/Ada-Comstock-
Distinguished-Women-Scholars-Lecture-Denise-Guerin-028628.htm.

Tuesday, Oct. 29 – High Performance Computing: Then and What’s Next
University of Minnesota alumnus D. James Guzy and Jon Huppenthal, co-founders of SRC
Computers (with the late Seymour Cray), will discuss the history and the future of high-performance
computer architecture and design technology.

Huppenthal set the strategic direction and led the hardware design and integration efforts for the
Company. Guzy, who received his B.S. in economics and statistics from the University in 1957, is a
co-founder of Intel and continues to serve on its board as well as serving on the boards of many
other computer and technology companies.

Hosted by the University of Minnesota College of Science and Engineering and the College of
Liberal Arts, the discussion will be held from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Auditorium in the Tate
Laboratory of Physics, 116 Church St. S.E., Minneapolis.

For more information, please visit: https://events.umn.edu/High-Performance-Computing-Then-and-
Whats-Next-030758.htm.

Tuesday, Oct. 29 – Hunger Relief Benefit with Charles Baxter & Robert Boswell
Guest reader Robert Boswell joins Creative Writing faculty reader Peter Campion to raise money for
Second Harvest Heartland, the Upper Midwest’s largest hunger relief organization. This is the 6th
Annual Hunger Relief Benefit hosted by novelist Charles Baxter and the creative writing program.

Boswell has published seven novels, three story collections, and two books of nonfiction; his various
books have been finalists for the PEN USA Award in Fiction, the Western Writers of America
Nonfiction Spur Award, and the Philip K. Dick Award. His new novel Tumbledown was published by
Graywolf in August. Professor Campion’s third collection of poetry, El Dorado, will be published in
October. He is the recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship and the Rome Prize in Literature.

The Event will be held in University Hall at the McNamara Alumni Center from 7 - 8 p.m.

For more information, visit: https://events.umn.edu/Hunger-Relief-Benefit-with-Charles-Baxter-and-
Robert-Boswell-029108.htm.

Tuesday, Oct. 29 – Deconstructing the Baby Veronica Case: Implications for Working with
Fathers in Indian Child Welfare Practice
A forum at the University of Minnesota will analyze the "Baby Veronica" case to address policy and
practice implications for working with fathers in Indian child welfare practice. "Baby Veronica" is a
little girl with Cherokee ancestry who is at the heart of a long-term custody and adoption court battle
that made it to the U.S. Supreme Court.

The forum will feature the Assistant Attorney General of the Cherokee Nation, one of the attorneys
for the adoptive parents involved in the case, and the executive director of the National Indian Child
Welfare Association.

The forum is open to the general public and will be held at the McNamara Alumni Center in
Minneapolis on October 29, 2013, from 8:30 AM to 4 PM. For more information and to register,
visit http://z.umn.edu/fatherhoodforum.

Tuesday, Oct. 29 – CEHD Reads lecture: Kao Kalia Yang, author
CEHD Reads Common Book for Fall 2013 will be The Latehomecomer: A Hmong Family Memoir,
by Kao Kalia Yang. On Oct. 29, at 7:30 p.m. in the Ted Mann Concert Hall, Yang will be discussing
her book with CEHD students and faculty.

Yang’s memoir tells the story of her family’s journey from Laos to St. Paul, a story that is familiar to
thousands of Hmong families who fled massacre in Laos after collaborating with the United States
during the Vietnam War. Yang brings her family’s journey to life with detail that illuminates the
challenges they faced and the sources of their strength, inspiration, and comfort.

For more information, visit: https://events.umn.edu/CEHD-Reads-lecture-Kao-Kalia-Yang-author-
030305.htm.

Saturday, Nov. 2 – CEHD Saturday Scholars: Working in the Achievement Gap
Understanding the many factors that affect a child’s ability to learn is crucial to ensuring that every
child has the opportunity to succeed. At Saturday Scholars, College of Education and Human
Development faculty members will lead concurrent sessions exploring, from multiple perspectives,
what’s working to improve preK-20 student outcomes.

The event will be held at the McNamara Alumni Center from 8 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Come ready to share ideas, meet others, and hear how our research and outreach uniquely
positions the college as a leader in the effort to reduce the achievement gap in Minnesota. Keynote
discussion featuring Brenda Cassellius, Minnesota Commissioner of Education.

For more information and to register, visit: https://events.umn.edu/CEHD-Saturday-Scholars-
Working-In-The-Achievement-Gap-030273.htm.

Tuesday, Nov. 5 – "Letting the Light In: Providing Environmental Science to Direct Public
Policy"
David Schindler, one of the world’s foremost freshwater ecologists, will give a free public lecture on
Tuesday, Nov. 5, at 7 p.m. in the Student Center theater on the university’s St. Paul campus, 2017
Buford Avenue St. Paul.

His lecture, titled "Letting the Light In: Providing Environmental Science to Direct Public Policy," will
examine the tension – sometimes conflict – between science and public policy. Dr. Schindler is an
emeritus professor at the University of Alberta. He was the first winner of the Stockholm Water
Prize, the world’s most prestigious award for work involving water.

This lecture is sponsored by the Freshwater Society and the University of Minnesota College of
Biological Science. For more information and to register, visit: www.freshwater.org. 
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University of
Minnesota
sponsors
Cyber
Security
Summit Oct.
22-23
Summit will address
one of the nation’s
most pressing security threats

Who: National cyber security experts and technology business leaders
What: Third Annual Cyber Security Summit
When: Tuesday, Oct. 22 and Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2013
Where: Minneapolis Convention Center, 1301 Second Avenue South, Minneapolis

Contacts: Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

October 17, 2013

National cyber security experts and technology business leaders will gather Oct. 22 and 23 at the
Minneapolis Convention Center for the third annual Cyber Security Summit. The University of
Minnesota College of Science and Engineering’s Technological Leadership Institute is one of the
summit’s presenting sponsors.

The U.S. relies on a vast array of information networks that allow people to communicate and travel,
power homes, run the economy, and provide government services. Yet cyber intrusions and attacks
have increased dramatically over the last decade, exposing sensitive personal and business
information, disrupting critical operations, and imposing high costs on the economy.

The Cyber Security Summit will bring together leaders in academia, government policy makers and
technology business experts to discuss cyber threats and provide actionable solutions. Topics
addressed at the summit will include risk management, security intelligence, the privacy debate, the
executive response, data breach, and the consequences of inaction.

"CEO's cannot down-source defending their organizations against cyber attacks to their corporate IT
departments any more. Instead, they need to take the lead in making cyber security a corporate
information risk management issue," said Gopal Khanna, summit co-founder and chair and senior
fellow at the University of Minnesota Technological Leadership Institute.

The two-day event will feature a nationally recognized lineup of speakers including:

Marcus Aldrick, CISO, Lloyd's of London

Lieutenant General Harry P. Raduege, Jr., Chairman, Deloitte Center for Cyber Innovation, Deloitte
Consulting LLP

Ron Ross, Fellow, National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)

Sheriff Richard W. Stanek, Hennepin County Sheriff's Office

Jim Stickley, Chief Technology Officer, Trace Security, Inc.

Massoud Amin, Director of the Technology Leadership Institute, University of Minnesota

Gopal Khanna, Senior Fellow, Technological Leadership Institute, University of Minnesota; and Chair, Cyber
Security Summit

In addition, panel discussions and networking breaks will allow for those attending the summit to
interact and join the discussion on cyber security.

The 2013 Cyber Security Summit is open to representatives of both private and public
organizations. The pre-registration deadline is Friday, Oct. 18. Great savings are available for
students, faculty, and staff from any college or university.

To register and for more information, visit cybersecuritysummit.org.
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Cirque De-Stress at U of M's Coffman Memorial Union—
Tomorrow
Event features free circus performances, stress management & mental health resources

What: Cirque De-Stress 
When: Tomorrow—Tuesday, Oct. 22 (doors open 9:30 a.m.)
Where: Coffman Memorial Union, Great Hall, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis

Contacts: Dave Golden, Boynton Health Service, dgolden@bhs.umn.edu, 612-626-6738
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

October 21, 2013

The circus – including high-wire walkers, clowns, aerialists, and jugglers—and Goldy— is returning
to Coffman Memorial Union tomorrow, Oct. 22. Organizers are expecting 4,000 attendees at Cirque
De-Stress, where the public can come and de-stress while getting practical life balance tips.

"We see mental health and stress in students as being the No. 1 public health issue on campus,"
said Dr. Gary Christenson, chief medical officer at the University’s Boynton Health Service.
"Learning stress management techniques and more effective ways to deal with all of the things on
your plate leads to better success."

Doors will open at 9:30 a.m. Circus Mojo, based in Ludlow, Kentucky, will perform seven shows on
the hour from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. High-wire walkers, clowns, aerialists, and jugglers—and Goldy—will
entertain the crowds. Therapy animals will also be on hand, including dogs and Woodstock, the
chicken.

The Minnesota National Alliance for Mental Illness (NAMI), along with more than 20 sponsors from
across the University, will be on hand with stress management and mental health resources.

Participants include Active Minds, Boynton Health Service, Center for Spirituality & Healing,
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, Provost’s Committee on Student Mental Health, Rothenberger
Institute, and University Counseling & Consulting Services—along with many others.

For more information, visit www.bhs.umn.edu/cirque-de-stress.
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Search for U of M College of Liberal Arts dean underway

Contacts: Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/23/2013) —University of Minnesota Senior Vice President for
Academic Affairs and Provost Karen Hanson announced Tuesday that the search for the new dean
of the College of Liberal Arts is well underway, with preliminary interviews concluded and candidate
public forums scheduled for the coming weeks.

Over the past month, the search committee reviewed the applicant pool, conducted confidential
interviews of selected candidates and recommended to Provost Hanson individuals to invite to
public interviews.

"I am encouraged by the very high quality of the candidates for the deanship," Hanson said. "These
public interviews help the University community get additional information about the candidates'
qualifications, vision, and fit with the University of Minnesota, and also help us to think together
about the key strengths and the most promising future opportunities for CLA."

Public interviews will be held from 3 – 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 29; Thursday, Nov. 7; Tuesday,
Nov. 12; Thursday, Nov. 14; and Thursday, Nov. 21. Locations of interviews are as follows: Oct. 29
and Nov. 12, 310 Anderson Hall (West Bank); Nov. 7, 14 and 21, 402 Walter Library (East Bank).

During each interview, candidates will participate in a public forum called "A Vision for the Liberal
Arts in a Land Grant Public Research University." Following the public forums, traditional interviews
for each candidate will take place with select University stakeholder groups.

Candidate names and vitae will be posted the day before their campus visit on the CLA Dean
Search website at: http://cla.umn.edu/deansearch/
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Survey finds Americans willing to put their money where the
monarchs are
U of M monarch expert says home gardeners can play key role in conservation

Contacts: Patty Mattern, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
mattern@umn.edu, (612) 625-6599
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/28/2013) —Americans place high value on butterfly royalty. A recent
survey suggests they are willing to support monarch butterfly conservation at high levels, up to
about $6.5 billion dollars if extrapolated to all U.S. households.

If even a small percentage of the population acted upon this reported willingness, the cumulative
effort would likely translate into a large, untapped potential for conservation of the iconic butterfly,
according to the study released today in Conservation Letters.

Monarch butterfly populations have been declining across Mexico, California and other areas of the
United States since 1999. A 2012 survey at the wintering grounds of monarchs in Mexico showed
the lowest colony size ever recorded.  

"The multigenerational migration of the monarch butterfly is considered one of the world’s most
spectacular natural events," said Jay Diffendorfer, a USGS scientist and the study’s lead author.
"However, managing migratory species is difficult because they can cross international borders and
depend on many geographic areas for survival."

Much of the decline in monarch numbers has been blamed on the loss of milkweed, the native
plants on which monarch caterpillars feed.

"While many factors may be affecting monarch numbers, breeding, migrating, and overwintering
habitat loss are probably the main culprits," said Karen Oberhauser, a monarch biologist at the
University of Minnesota and a co-author of the study. "In the United States, the growing use of
genetically-modified, herbicide-tolerant crops, such as corn and soybeans, has resulted in severe
milkweed declines and thus loss of breeding habitat."

The authors suggest that the universal popularity of monarchs could encourage a market for
monarch-friendly plants.

"This is the first nation-wide, published, economic valuation survey of the general public for an
insect.  The study indicates that economic values of monarch butterflies are potentially large enough
to mobilize people for conservation planting and funding habitat conservation," said John Loomis,
the lead economist on the study from Colorado State University.  

"The life cycle of monarchs creates opportunities for untapped market-based conservation
approaches," Diffendorfer continued. "Ordinary households, conservation organizations, and natural
resource agencies can all plant milkweed and flowering plants to offset ongoing losses in the
species’ breeding habitat."

According to the annual survey of the National Gardening Association, households that identify as
"do-it-yourself lawn and gardeners" spent $29.1 billion in related retail sales in 2012.

"By reallocating some of those purchases to monarch-friendly plants, people would be able to
contribute to the conservation of the species as well as maintain a flower garden," said Oberhauser.
"Helping restore the monarch’s natural habitat, and potentially the species’ abundance, is something
that people can do at home by planting milkweed and other nectar plants."

Unfortunately, many plants purchased by gardeners have been treated with systemic insecticides
that can kill both pollinators that consume the nectar, and caterpillars, like monarchs, that eat the
leaves.  

"This study shows that not only might consumers pay more for monarch-friendly milkweeds grown
without systemic insecticides in the potting soil, but also that consumers might be more interested
overall in buying nectar-producing plants or milkweeds if they knew a small percentage of sales will
be donated to habitat conservation," said Diffendorfer.

In the study, the researchers also found a relationship between where people lived and where they
wanted to spend money to conserve the monarchs.

"People living in the Midwest would be willing to spend about $500 million in our own region and
about $350 million to preserve in Mexico," Oberhauser said. "Even though people know all of our
monarchs here go to Mexico, they're still willing to pay more for conservation here."

The study, released today in Conservation Letters, was authored by researchers with the USGS,
Colorado State University, National Socio-environmental Synthesis Center, the University of
Minnesota, and others, who participated in a USGS John Wesley Powell Center for Analysis and
Synthesis working group.

About Monarch Butterflies
Monarchs are very popular in both society and throughout education. The monarch butterfly is the
official state butterfly of Minnesota and is currently the official insect or butterfly of sixth other U.S.
states, and is celebrated in festivals held across North America. Monarchs have been the focus of
many school’s science curricula as well as the subjects of multiple citizen-science projects.
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University of Minnesota startups launched from federally funded
research lauded as examples of American innovation and
economic growth
‘Sparking Economic Growth 2.0’ shows basic research fueling progress, jobs and growth

Contacts: Andrea Wuebker, Office of the VP for Research, awuebker@umn.edu, (612) 624-2609
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/29/2013) —A pair of startups launched from federally funded
University of Minnesota research are highlighted in a national report by The Science Coalition as
premier examples of bringing transformational innovations to market, creating new jobs and
contributing to economic growth.

"Sparking Economic Growth 2.0: Companies Created from Federally Funded Research, Fueling
American Innovation and Economic Growth" honors University of Minnesota licensees Steady State
Imaging, LLC (based out of Minneapolis and since purchased by GE Healthcare) and Heat Mining
Company, LLC (located in Rapid City, S.D.).

The report recognizes 100 national companies that trace their roots to federally funded university
research, while showcasing their critical impact on the U.S. economy and innovation culture. Future
growth, however, is imperiled by a current funding environment that stands to stifle basic research,
the report argues.

"This report echoes the concerns voiced by the scientific and educational community across the
U.S.," said Brian Herman, the University’s vice president for research. "We are on a dangerous
trajectory of declining federal disinvestment in basic research that, if not reversed, could have a
chilling effect on our collective ability to advance important discoveries, fuel economic development
and compete internationally. As we see in these data and examples, basic research is an essential
driver of innovation, and continued federal investment is critical for the future growth and health of
our local communities and our society at large."

Federal funding for research and development has been on a downward trend for the past decade,
reaching historic lows in 2013. The automatic budget cuts imposed in March 2013, and set to run
through 2021 as part of the federal sequester, could potentially jeopardize research that often
requires sustained funding over many years.

Steady State Imaging, LLC and Heat Mining Company, LLC are both examples of the significant
return on investment of federal funding. Launched in 2005, Steady State Imaging (SSI) was
spawned from research by professor Michael Garwood and associate professor Lenore Everson of
the University’s diagnostic radiology department. Funded by the National Institutes of Health (NIH),
Garwood, Everson and others at the U’s Center for Magnetic Resonance Research (CMMR)
devised a technique to simultaneously expand the reach of MRI imaging and reduce the reliance on
"older" technology that exposes patients to ionizing radiation (X-rays). The resulting discovery,
SWIFT (Sweep Imaging with Fourier Transformation), has proven especially valuable for pediatric
MRI imaging and led GE Healthcare to purchase SSI in 2011.

Heat Mining Company’s (HMC) proprietary technology, known as carbon dioxide plume geothermal
(CPG), stands at the convergence of the practical need to burn fossil fuels to generate the fast
majority of the world’s energy needs and the growing concern over the emission of carbon dioxide
as the primary driver of global warning. CPG, which generates power with a "two-for-one" climate
benefit, is the breakthrough of Earth Sciences professor Martin Saar in the University’s College of
Science and Engineering, along with postdoctoral fellow Jimmy Randolph. The pair was initially
funded through the U’s Initiative for Renewable Energy and the Environment, before receiving
federal backing through the Department of Energy and the National Science Foundation’s
Sustainable Energy Pathways program. HMC was founded in 2012.

"We are extremely pleased to see these two successful U of M companies featured in the
Coalition’s report," said Jay Schrankler, executive director of the University’s Office for Technology
Commercialization. "Heat Mining and Steady State Imaging grew out of promising research that was
only possible with significant federal investments. Ultimately, those investments paid off, leading to
inventions that address very real societal challenges and at the same time, create significant
economic impact that will help grow our economy." 

University of Minnesota technologies were used to launch a record 14 startup companies in fiscal
year 2013. Since the Office for Technology Commercialization’s Venture Center was formed in
2006, a total of 52 startup companies have been created. Of that number, 41, or nearly 80 percent,
of the companies are still active—a very high success rate considering a 2012 study by Harvard
Business School’s Shikhar Ghosh showing that 75 percent of all startups fail.

About The Science Coalition
The Science Coalition is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization of more than 50 of the nation’s
leading public and private research universities, including the University of Minnesota. It is
dedicated to sustaining the federal government’s investment in basic research as a means to
stimulate the economy, spur innovation and drive America’s global competitiveness. Learn more at
www.sciencecoalition.org.

About the Office for Technology Commercialization
The mission of the OTC is to facilitate the transfer of University of Minnesota research to licensees
for the development of new products and services that benefit the public good, foster economic
growth and generate revenue to support the University’s research and education mission.
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Rybak to teach at University of Minnesota's Humphrey School
and College of Design
Outgoing Mayor of Minneapolis to serve as distinguished visiting practitioner

Contacts: Andrea Cournoyer, , acournoy@umn.edu, (612) 625-9436
Trevor Miller, College of Design, tamiller@umn.edu, (612) 625-6566
Jolene Brink, College of Design, jmbrink@umn.edu, (612) 625-5465

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/30/2013) —The University of Minnesota announced today that
outgoing Minneapolis Mayor R.T. Rybak will become a distinguished visiting practitioner, with a joint
appointment at both the Humphrey School of Public Affairs and the College of Design.

Rybak will teach one course this spring, titled Mayor 101, in which he will explore the political,
administrative, design and bureaucratic challenges of running one of the largest and most dynamic
cities in the United States. The course will be open to both undergraduate and graduate students.

"I’m excited to teach ‘Mayor 101’ in the Humphrey School and the College of Design," Rybak said.
"My goal is to blend my practical experience as mayor with the intelligence, curiosity and idealism of
the U’s great students, in order to help them become the next generation of leaders and visionaries
for our cities."

Under the auspices of the Humphrey School and the College of Design, Rybak will also plan and
host a conference for faculty, students, and civic and policy leaders, focusing on the key challenges
facing urban areas in the United States. He will teach two additional courses, one in fall 2014 and
one in spring 2015.

"What a wonderful opportunity for our students and our community to learn from an individual who
has become a leader fashioning new roles for a mayor in municipal governance at a time when our
national institutions have been subject to political gridlock," said Eric Schwartz, dean of the
Humphrey School. "Whether it is the role of a 21st Century mayor as advocate, as developer of new
public-private partnerships, or as modern administrator, Mayor Rybak's 12-year term of office has
been characterized by critically important developments in public engagement at the local level. Our
students will benefit greatly from this expertise."

Tom Fisher, dean of the College of Design, added, "Few mayors have as much interest in and
knowledge of urban design as R.T. Rybak. He understands the important role design plays in every
aspect of the built environment and the impact that design has on everyday life. I'm extremely
pleased our design students will have this unique opportunity to learn first-hand from someone with
the breadth of experience Mayor Rybak brings to the U."  

Rybak has served as Minneapolis mayor since 2001 and is leaving office in November. He is
expected to teach at the University through June 2015 and his appointment is supported by private
funds provided by gifts to the University.
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University of Minnesota finalizes second license agreement for
technology that could help millions with artery disease
Engineering professor developed non-invasive technology used by Minnesota startup company

Contacts: Andrea Wuebker, Office of the VP for Research, awuebker@umn.edu, (612) 624-2609
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/30/2013) —The University of Minnesota has finalized a second
license agreement with International Cardio Corporation, a privately held Minnesota startup
company, that creates a new field of use for image-guided high-intensity focused (HIFU) ultrasound
technology to potentially treat hypertension or to manage pain through this real-time ultrasonic
imaging technology rather than through surgery or prescription drugs.  

In 2011, the first license was finalized between ICC and the University’s Office for Technology
Commercialization for the innovative HIFU technology to treat atherosclerosis, a condition in which
arteries become blocked and inelastic due to plaque buildup on the artery walls. This build up leads
to peripheral artery disease (PAD), which affects 8 to 12 million Americans; 1 in 3 older Americans
with diabetes have PAD.  

The HIFU technology uses a thermal effect to ablate the plaques in blood vessel walls that restrict
blood flow caused by the condition. The technology was developed by a team of U of M researchers
led by Professor Emad Ebbini, an electrical and computer engineering professor in the College of
Science and Engineering.

"We were very excited by the possibility to treat people suffering from atherosclerosis in a
completely non-invasive way," said Dennis Sellke, CEO ICC. "By using ultrasound technology in this
way, we can potentially bring to market a totally non-invasive technology platform that can improve
outcomes for many patients and reduce the current costs of treatment. We are excited by what
we’ve seen in the lab, and now that we know there is a path forward, we wanted to explore ways to
treat other conditions that can respond to this HIFU platform."

During the several years of the relationship with ICC, Ebbini and his team of researchers have
further refined their technology, developing a dual-mode ultrasound array (DMUA) system for
image-guided HIFU interventions. This new approach makes it possible to image and treat the
condition simultaneously, improving the safety and efficacy of the treatment. Completed
experiments have now shown the viability of the DMUA system to treat atherosclerosis in a safe and
effective manner.

"Existing treatments for PAD and related conditions, such as angioplasty or catheter use, can be
risky and are not nearly as precise," said Ebbini. "Our research has demonstrated that, with DMUA
image-guided HIFU, we can effectively treat the problem areas in a completely non-invasive way
without damaging any of the surrounding, normal tissues."

This success is a key indicator that the technology may work in other areas, such as to target
specific nerves to manage chronic pain and hypertension, and has prompted ICC to explore this
new field of use with the University. Almost 30 percent of Americans claim to experience chronic
pain, and nearly 70 million Americans, or 1 in 3 adults, suffer from high blood pressure, costing the
U.S. more than $47 billion annually in direct medical expenses.

"This technology is at a transition point out of the lab to its commercial development," said Sellke,
who has worked in the medical device industry for more than 40 years. "HIFU represents a
paradigm shift in how we treat conditions that affect a large number of people around the world. And
now we are well on our way to bringing this groundbreaking innovation to market."

"The ongoing research is going very well and showing great progress and commercial potential,"
said Jay Schrankler, executive director of the University’s Office for Technology Commercialization.
"The license deals OTC helped to negotiate between the University and ICC are tremendous wins
for continued innovation in medical device development and health care delivery and for the future
of this promising enterprise. This kind of public/private partnership serves as a model for industry
and university collaboration ushering new technology toward everyday use where it can benefit
society."

© 2009–2014 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.
The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer

mailto:awuebker@umn.edu
http://www1.umn.edu/news/contacts/#Matt%20Hodson
mailto:mjhodson@umn.edu
http://www.research.umn.edu/techcomm/#.UnFmOhnMX6w
http://www.ece.umn.edu/
http://cse.umn.edu/index.php


Upcoming events on the U of M campus

Contacts: University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (10/31/2013) —Please find below a list of select upcoming University of
Minnesota-related events. For the full U of M events calendar, visit events.umn.edu.

Thursday, Oct. 31 – Seitu Jones: Collard Greens Manifesto
The Urban Research and Outreach-Engagement Center (UROC) at the U of M welcomes Collard
Greens Manifesto, the work of visual artist Seitu Jones. Jones takes us on a parallel journey of his
ancestors and the plants he holds dear. The exhibit’s drawings, paintings, pottery, and living growing
plants, compel us to ponder a greener existence.

The gallery is open from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. from now until Jan. 2, 2014, at UROC, 2001 Plymouth
Ave. N., Minneapolis. For more information, visit: https://events.umn.edu/Seitu-Jones-Collard-
Greens-Manifesto-031117.htm.

Friday, Nov. 1 – Day of the Dead Procession and Dance: Dia de los Muertos
The Department of Chicano and Latino Studies, Casa Sol Living Learning Community, Multicultural
Center for Academic Excellence (MCAE), and La Raza Student Cultural Center are hosting a
procession to four altars on campus to honor people who have departed and important issues in the
Chicano/Latino community. The procession will be led by the traditional Aztec dance troupe, Kalpulli
Ketzal Coatlicue, who will perform a ceremony and dance at the beginning and end of the
procession.

The event will begin at 12 p.m. and end around 1 p.m., in Scott Hall, 72 Pleasant St. S.E.,
Minneapolis. For more information, visit: https://events.umn.edu/031172.

Saturday, Nov. 2 – CEHD Saturday Scholars: Working in the Achievement Gap
Understanding the many factors that affect a child’s ability to learn is crucial to ensuring that every
child has the opportunity to succeed. At Saturday Scholars, College of Education and Human
Development faculty members will lead concurrent sessions exploring, from multiple perspectives,
what’s working to improve preK-20 student outcomes.

The event will be held at the McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis, from 8 a.m. -
1:30 p.m.

Come ready to share ideas, meet others, and hear how our research and outreach uniquely
positions the college as a leader in the effort to reduce the achievement gap in Minnesota. Keynote
discussion featuring Brenda Cassellius, Minnesota Commissioner of Education.

For more information and to register, visit: https://events.umn.edu/CEHD-Saturday-Scholars-
Working-In-The-Achievement-Gap-030273.htm.

Tuesday, Nov. 5 – Arab Uprisings and the Reshaping of the Middle East
A world-renowned scholar deeply engaged in issues of foreign policy and international relations,
Shibley Telhami will speak at the Cowles Auditorium in the Humphrey School of Public Affairs, 301
19  Ave. S., Minneapolis, on Nov. 5, from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. Telhami will delve into the dramatic
changes in the Middle East and the impacts on regional and international politics.

A non-resident senior fellow at the Saban Center at the Brookings Institution, Telhami has served as
Advisor to the U.S. Mission to the United Nations, advisor to the Department of State, member of
the Iraq Study Group, and member of the U.S. Advisory Group on Public Diplomacy for the Arab
and Muslim World.

For more information, including registration, visit: https://events.umn.edu/Arab-Uprisings-and-the-
Reshaping-of-the-Middle-East-031119.htm.

Tuesday, Nov. 5 – "Letting the Light In: Providing Environmental Science to Direct Public
Policy"
David Schindler, one of the world’s foremost freshwater ecologists, will give a free public lecture on
Tuesday, Nov. 5, at 7 p.m. in the Student Center theater on the university’s St. Paul campus, 2017
Buford Ave., St. Paul.

His lecture, titled "Letting the Light In: Providing Environmental Science to Direct Public Policy," will
examine the tension – sometimes conflict – between science and public policy. Dr. Schindler is an
emeritus professor at the University of Alberta. He was the first winner of the Stockholm Water
Prize, the world’s most prestigious award for work involving water.

This lecture is sponsored by the Freshwater Society and the University of Minnesota College of
Biological Science. For more information and to register, visit: www.freshwater.org.

Thursday, Nov. 7 – Paying the Price for Climate Change: Economic Policy Insights
Just how much do our climate-changing behaviors cost future generations? What will it take to
harness the power of markets and create economic incentives to protect our environment? How can
the economics of climate change inform policymakers and the general public?

Hear how when world-renowned economists Per Krusell and Steve Polasky answer these questions
at this Heller-Hurwicz Economics Institute policy roundtable on Nov. 7, beginning at 5 p.m. in the
Indoor Club Room at TCF Bank Stadium, 420 23  Ave. S.E., Minneapolis.

For more information, including registration, visit: https://events.umn.edu/029125.

Thursday, Nov. 7 – Guest and Faculty Concert: Zagreb Saxophone Quartet and Lydia
Artymiw, piano
The U of M School of Music will host this free concert on Nov. 7, beginning at 7:30 p.m., in Ted
Mann Concert Hall, 2128 4  St. S., Minneapolis. The program features Mozart’s Quintet for Piano
and Winds, K. 452, transcribed for piano and saxophone quartet by Saša Nestorović, among other
pieces.

For more information, visit: https://events.umn.edu/Guest-and-Faculty-Concert-Zagreb-Saxophone-
Quartet-and-Lydia-Artymiw-piano.htm.

Friday, Nov. 8 – Regis 10th Anniversary Open House
The University of Minnesota celebrates the 10th Anniversary of the Regis Center for Art with a
Community Open House and a series of exhibitions highlighting the artistic research of our talented
faculty, staff, alumni and students on Nov. 8, from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Katherine E. Nash Gallery
Regis Center for Art, 405 21  Ave. S., Minneapolis.

The Community Open House includes exhibitions of artwork, open studios, great food, and a special
Fire Performance by Professor Wayne E. Potratz.

For more information, visit: https://events.umn.edu/029633.

Monday, Nov. 11 – Jazz Combos present: The Art of the Solo
Featuring Jazz Combos I, II, and III, directed by Phil Hey, the University of Minnesota School of
Music presents Jazz Combos: The Art of the Solo. The concert, which is free and open to the public,
will begin at 7 p.m. in Lloyd Ultan Recital Hall, Ferguson Hall, 2106 4  St. S., Minneapolis.

For more information, visit: https://events.umn.edu/Jazz-Combos-present-The-Art-of-the-Solo-
029182.htm.

Monday, Nov. 11 – International Education Week
Beginning Nov. 11, International Education Week at the University of Minnesota includes events to
gain support of international education. The year, colleges and offices are planning receptions,
seminars, brown bag sessions, and other events to draw awareness to international education.

The Global Programs and Strategy Alliance has a leadership role in supporting and publicizing
these events.

For more information, visit: https://events.umn.edu/International-Education-Week-031078.htm.

Thursday, Nov. 14 – Tenth Annual NOMMO African American Author Series
The Givens Foundation for African American Literature and the Friends of the University of
Minnesota Libraries, with support from the University of Minnesota Office for Equity and Diversity
are sponsoring the 10th Annual NOMMO African American Author Series on Thursday, Nov. 14, at 7
p.m. in Cowles Auditorium at the Humphrey School of Public Affairs.

Award winning poet, author and translator Marilyn Nelson, kicks off the event with Author Alexs
Pate, who will serve as host and moderator for the evening. Pate founded Innocent Technologies
LLC, a company devoted to addressing inequities through stronger relationships.

This event is free and open to the public. More about this event can be found at z.umn.edu/nommo.

Wednesday, Nov. 20- Global Matters speaker series: Global Mindset
Dr. Mansour Javidan, multiple award-winning executive educator and author whose teaching and
research interests span the globe, will discuss the global trends that companies are facing and the
implications for individual employees, managers and executives. He will explain the concept of
'global mindset' and its ingredients, and will offer examples of how and why it is critical for success
in global roles.

The event will be held Wednesday, Nov. 20 from 3:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Carlson School of
Management, 3M Auditorium, 321 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis.

For more information including registration, visit: http://www.carlsonschool.umn.edu/cgi/global-
matters.html
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200+ University students, staff and faculty nix tobacco in
November
'Quit and Win' offers quitters support, motivation

Contacts: Dave Golden, Boynton Health Service, dgolden@bhs.umn.edu, 612-626-6738
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/01/2013) —Starting today, more than 200 University of Minnesota
Twin Cities students, staff and faculty who consider themselves regular tobacco users have pledged
to quit for the entire month of November. Those who succeed are vying for one of three grand prizes
—$2,000, $1,000 or $500 in Amazon gift cards.

Sponsored by the University’s Boynton Health Service, 'Quit and Win' is an incentive-based
cessation program that not only offers prizes, but free Nicotine Replacement Therapy (NRT),
counseling, resources and support to stay tobacco free.

"Tobacco is the number one cause of preventable death in the United States," said Ferdinand
Schlapper, Boynton’s director and chief health officer. "There is no safe level of usage for a tobacco
product."

Additionally, there is a link between tobacco use and student success.

"Smokers tend to have lower GPAs," says David Golden, Boynton’s director of public health and
communications. "One of the most important decisions you can make now is to stop smoking. That’s
why we’re focusing our efforts to reduce tobacco use across campus."

For some people smoking just one or two cigarettes can lead to addiction, said Boynton’s Director of
Research Dr. Katherine Lust.

"That’s how addictive tobacco is," she noted. "'Quit and Win' provides an opportunity for people to
make a quit attempt. And, the more quit attempts you make, the likelihood increases you’ll stay
quit."

Participants must also designate a tobacco-free friend to help them stay on track.

"For some people having that social support is very important, so when they feel like they want to
start using they can lean on somebody for help," Lust added.

Campus tobacco stats
According to Boynton’s 2013 College Student Health Survey, 53 percent of University students
report exposure to second-hand smoke on campus, and 14.9 percent of students report using
tobacco in the past 30 days—down from 22 percent in 2005.  

In 1998, 53.3 percent of first-year students were current tobacco users. Now that percentage is 13.2
percent.

Several factors have influenced the decrease in overall tobacco usage, according to Golden: the
increased price of tobacco; health education; and the increase in smoke-free policies.

"Restrictive policies that limit where people can smoke have probably made the biggest impact on
behavior change by changing the social norms around smoking," he adds. "In addition to changing
the cultural norm, you are protecting people from the harms of second-hand smoke and reducing
the convenience for a quick smoke, which lowers consumption rates."

The 2013 survey also indicates 18–24 year olds report the highest tobacco-use rates—with 20
percent of males using tobacco in the past 30 days, compared to 11.5 percent of females. In
addition, 65 percent of 30-day tobacco users have tried to quit—making four attempts on average in
the past year.

"What that says to me is people do want to quit," Lust said.

Immediate benefits of quitting
Within 20 minutes of quitting tobacco, blood pressure lowers. After 12 hours, carbon monoxide
levels in the blood return to normal. And in just one day, the risk of heart attack goes down.

"Tobacco cigarettes are engineered to be the most effective delivery device of nicotine to the brain,"
says ThanhVan Vu, tobacco cessation counselor. "NRT can increase quit rates by up to 50 percent."

'Quit and Win' was first developed by the University’s Minnesota Heart Health Program (MHRP) in
the early 1980s and has been introduced in more than 80 countries by the World Health
Organization.

About Boynton Health Service
Boynton Health Service (www.bhs.umn.edu) is a multi-disciplinary, ambulatory care clinic with
locations on the East Bank and St. Paul campuses of the University of Minnesota and serves
students, staff, and faculty.

Providing approximately 100,000 visits per year, Boynton Health Service helps to keep the
University community healthy and successful in their academics, work, and personal lives. Patients
can access primary, eye, and dental care; mental health services; physical therapy; nutrition
consultation; massage therapy; travel consultations and immunizations; and women’s health care.

In addition, Boynton Health Service serves as a public health service providing outreach programs
for health promotion, direct services, mass immunization clinics for influenza, and employee
wellness programs. According to patient satisfaction surveys, 94 percent of patients surveyed report
they would recommend the provider they saw to someone else and they rated their overall care by
their provider as a 9 on a scale of 1 to 10.

For more information, please click here.
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U of M scientists solve major piece in the origin of biological
complexity
Evolving multicellular algae in the lab, researchers discover why it is better to go it alone during
reproduction

Contacts: Stephanie Xenos, College of Biological Sciences, sxenos@umn.edu, (612) 624-8723
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/01/2013) —Scientists have puzzled for centuries over how and why
multicellular organisms evolved the almost universal trait of using single cells, such as eggs and
sperm, to reproduce. Now researchers led by University of Minnesota College of Biological
Sciences postdoctoral fellow William Ratcliff and associate professor Michael Travisano have set a
big piece of that puzzle into place by applying experimental evolution to transform a single-celled
algae into a multicellular one that reproduces by dispersing single cells.

"Until now, biologists have assumed that this single-cell bottleneck evolved well after multicellularity,
as a mechanism to reduce conflicts of interest among the cells making up the organism," says
Ratcliff. "Instead, we found that it arose at the same time as multicellularity. This has big implications
for how multicellular complexity might arise in nature, because it shows that this key trait, which
opens the door to evolving greater multicellular complexity, can evolve rapidly."

In an article published today in the journal Nature Communications, the researchers described how
they produced the multi-celled strain by repeatedly selecting and culturing algae that settled quickly
to the bottom of a liquid-filled test tube. After 73 rounds, they discovered that the algae in one of the
tubes had gone multicellular.

Observing the new form, Ratcliff and Travisano discovered that it reproduced by actively breaking
up, shedding motile single cells that go on to grow into new multicellular clusters. They developed a
mathematical model that explained the reproductive benefit of this single-celled strategy over
hypothetical alternatives in which the cluster would produce larger propagules. The model predicted
that reproduction from single cells would be more successful in the long run. Even though single
cells are less likely to survive than larger propagules, this disadvantage is more than made up for by
their sheer number.

In collaboration with Matthew Herron and Frank Rosenzweig at the University of Montana, the
researchers are now working to find the genetic basis for multicellularity and experimentally evolve
even greater multicellular complexity.

"Understanding the origins of biological complexity is one of the biggest challenges in science,"
Travisano said. "In this experiment we’ve reordered one of the first steps in the origin of
multicellularity, showing that two key evolutionary steps can occur far faster than previously
anticipated.  Looking forward, we hope to directly investigate the origins of developmental
complexity, or how juveniles become adults, using the multicellular organisms that we evolved in the
lab."

Several years ago, Travisano and Ratcliff made international news when they evolved
multicellularity in yeast. This work takes those findings further by initiating multicellularity in an
organism that has never had a multicellular ancestor and provides a new hypothesis for the
evolutionary origins of the single-cell bottleneck in multicellular life cycles.
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U of M 'The Water is Wide' vocal arts tour interacts with high
schools in greater Minnesota
Tour scheduled November 7-8, 2013 and includes group/private instruction, clinics, rehearsals, and
free public performances.

Contacts: Lisa Marshall, School of Music, marsh396@umn.edu, (612) 626-1094
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/04/2013) —University Singers, the flagship choral ensemble of the
University of Minnesota, will embark on the school’s second regional choral tour throughout the
state of Minnesota on November 7 and 8.

This ensemble of 56 singers is led by the collaborative artistry of director of choral activities Kathy
Saltzman Romey and associate director Matthew Mehaffey. Members of the voice faculty - John De
Haan, Jean del Santo, Adriana Zabala, Wendy Zaro-Mullins, and Philip Zawisza - will also travel
and perform with the choir.

The tour will involve engagement opportunities, including clinics, group and private voice instruction,
and rehearsals within greater Minnesota high schools and public performances by the University
Singers, University voice faculty and partnering high school choirs and students. Public
performances are free of charge.

The University Singers repertoire centers around the theme of water and its importance in nurturing
individuals, sustaining the earth and building community. Notable selections include the second
performance of Everyone Sang by Minnesota composer Craig Carnahan, Cloudburst by Eric
Whitacre, two settings of Psalm 42, one by Felix Mendelssohn, Wie der Hirsch schreit nach
frischem Wasser, and the well known Sicut Cervus of Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, Paul Simon’s
popular Bridge over Troubled Water, and a setting of The Water is Wide by University alumnus,
Stephen Paulus.

"This choral tour is an amazing opportunity for School of Music students and faculty to share our
knowledge and love of singing through clinics and voice instruction with talented high school choirs
throughout greater Minnesota," said School of Music choral professor Matthew Mehaffey. "We look
forward to bringing communities together through song."

The first stop on the tour is Albert Lea, Minn., where choir students from Albert Lea High School will
participate in afternoon workshops and also perform on the evening concert under their director,
Diane Heaney. The Albert Lea public performance will take place on Thursday, November 7 at 7
p.m. at First Lutheran Church, 301 West Clark St., Albert Lea. flcal.org). 

On Friday, November 8, the tour continues with stops in Austin, Minn. and Owatonna, Minn.
Students from Austin and Owatonna High Schools will collaborate with University students and
faculty in musical workshops during the school day. The University Singers will then travel to Red
Wing, Minn. for a solo concert with the University voice faculty and two student soloists from Red
Wing Senior High School – soprano, Madeleine Grant and alto, Emily Dech. The University Singers
program will be presented at the historic Sheldon Theatre in Red Wing at 7 p.m., 443 West 3  St.,
Red Wing.

Photographs available upon request. Email requests for photographs to marsh396@umn.edu. For
more information on about the U of M School of Music, visit music.umn.edu.

About the School of Music
Established in 1902, the University of Minnesota School of Music offers a dynamic, comprehensive
program to more than 550 music students in undergraduate and graduate programs, led by a world-
class faculty of more than 50 artists, scholars and teachers. The School of Music presents more
than 400 free concerts per year. For a complete schedule of events, visit music.umn.edu or call 612-
626-1094 for a brochure.
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U of M hosts free Math and Science Family Fun Fair on
Saturday, Nov. 16

Contacts: Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/06/2013) —Math plus science equals a day of fun and learning for
the whole family at the University of Minnesota’s annual Math and Science Family Fun Fair from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 16, at the University’s Coffman Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E.,
Minneapolis. The event is free and open to the public. Free U of M backpacks will be given away to
1,000 kids. Event parking is $6.

The Family Fun Fair features more than 30 entertaining, hands-on math and science experiences
for kids of all ages. Attendees can make their own earthquakes, control robots, see brains of various
animals, explore the night sky in the ExploraDome, make glow-in-the-dark jewelry, and uncover
monsters of the microworld.

Performances by the Physics Force and the Energy and U group highlight experiments where air
pressure crushes a 55-gallon steel drum and energy is explained through screaming gummy bears,
explosions and flames. A Mystery Science Lab explores the oddities of science with eggs that
neither float nor sink, a levitating globe and water flowing with no source.

"This event is for families with kids of all ages, especially kids in kindergarten through sixth grade,
who will have a chance to see the excitement that a career in science, engineering and
mathematics provides," said Dorothy Cheng, outreach coordinator for the University of Minnesota
College of Science and Engineering.

For more information, including directions, parking and a full schedule of shows and exhibits, visit
www.cse.umn.edu/funfair.
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University of Minnesota Regents visit Rochester to highlight
UMR's health and community partnerships

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510
Sarah Oslund, U of M Rochester, soslund@r.umn.edu, (507) 258-8060

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/07/2013) —Five members of the University’s Board of Regents,
including Chair Richard Beeson and Vice Chair Dean Johnson, are visiting the University of
Minnesota Rochester (UMR) campus today to learn first-hand how UMR’s integrated curriculum is
uniquely preparing students to solve complex problems, lead tomorrow’s health care workforce and
improve quality of life in southeastern Minnesota.

Regents Thomas Devine, Peggy Lucas and David McMillan will join Beeson and Johnson in
meetings with UMR Chancellor Stephen Lehmkuhle and his leadership team, faculty from the
Center for Learning Innovation (CLI) and current students. Regents also will meet with Rochester
Mayor Ardell Brede and other key city leaders.

"We are in an exciting and important time for the University of Minnesota Rochester," said Beeson.
"UMR’s location and proximity to Mayo Clinic provide immense opportunity. But this institution
stands apart because of Chancellor Lehmkuhle’s innovative approach to learning and the UMR’s
collaborative, community-based vision. With health care and related industries becoming ever more
critical to the economic and overall prosperity of Minnesotans, UMR is poised to enhance our state’s
leadership."

Today’s visit coincides with Lehmkuhle’s "State of the Campus Address," an annual community
event to report on UMR’s progress, its unique educational programs and its role in the region. The
program will also include comments from a member of the Class of 2013, UMR’s inaugural
graduates.

Regents will tour the University Square campus and the new 318 Commons, an innovative mixed-
use retail, office, classroom and residential development. The group will also visit the Mayo School
of Health Sciences.

Located in downtown Rochester, only one block from the nation’s premier medical provider, UMR is
uniquely positioned to provide students with a world-class health sciences education. An integrated
curriculum infuses health and biosciences into all aspects of students’ academic experiences,
graduating tomorrow’s health care professionals. UMR delivers for its students in cost-effective
ways, including leveraging local partnerships to create distinctive development opportunities for
students.

The University’s impact extends throughout the Rochester area. More than 5,000 Olmsted County
residents are graduates of the U of M, and together they hold nearly 6,600 degrees, including
advanced degrees in medicine, law, engineering and veterinary medicine. Last semester, the U’s
five statewide campuses enrolled 1,295 students from Olmsted County alone.

Together with the UMR campus, the Rochester Regional Extension Office and the Olmsted County
Extension Office account for 265 jobs in the area, resulting in nearly $18 million in economic impact.

For more information on UMR, visit r.umn.edu. To learn about the Board of Regents, visit
regents.umn.edu.
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'Winter Safety Beach Party' for University of Minnesota Greeks
Event celebrates new partnership between Facilities Management and Greek organizations

Who: University of Minnesota Greek chapters and Facilities Management staff
What: Winter Safety Beach Party, featuring sand volleyball matches on courts made of six
truckloads of sand
When: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Friday, November 8, 2013
Where: U of M Landcare Sand and Salt Building, 520 18th Ave. S.E., Minneapolis

Contacts: Chris Kelleher, Facilities Management, kelle847@umn.edu, (952) 406-2942
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

November 7, 2013

As we enter the winter season, keeping students, faculty, staff and visitors safe when traveling on
snowy and icy sidewalks along Fraternity Row has merited a new partnership between University of
Minnesota Facilities Management and the fraternities.

The sidewalks along University Avenue, between 15  and 18  Avenues, are utilized daily by
University community members traveling to and from campus. To ensure safe walking conditions
along these walkways, Facilities Management has agreed to sweep the snow in front of fraternities
and non-University properties along this corridor in the same manner and frequency it does for
University property. In return, the partnering properties will pay the nominal cost for the University to
perform this service.

To recognize the new agreement, which supports University Services ‘Safety is Easy’ campaign,
Facilities Management and the Office for Student Affairs is hosting a Winter Safety Beach Party on
Friday, November 8, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the new Landcare Salt and Sand Building, 520 18
Ave. S.E., which houses the sand and salt used to treat campus roads and sidewalks during snow
events.

The party will feature lunch and sand volleyball. Six truckloads of sand normally used to provide
traction on snow will be spread across the floor to create a volleyball court for fraternity and sorority
members. 

The new Landcare Salt and Sand Building is a 4,500 square foot building constructed to replace an
older facility displaced by construction of the new Combined Heat and Power Plant. The more
central location will make snow removal more efficient and safe on the Twin Cities Campus.
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National Security and the Constitution: A conversation with
former U.S. Vice President Walter F. Mondale ('56) and former
Dean of the Law School Professor Robert A. Stein ('61)

Media Note: RSVPs requested but not required to lawevent@umn.edu.

Contacts: Cynthia Huff, Law School, huffx070@umn.edu, (612) 625-6691

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/07/2013) —Walter Mondale, former U.S. Vice President and Senior
Counsel at Dorsey, will be the inaugural speaker of the annual Stein Lecture at the University of
Minnesota Law School on Wednesday, November 13 at 4:00 p.m.

Mr. Mondale will summarize some of the important and shocking findings of the Church Committee,
the actions of our intelligence agencies and summarize the reforms proposed. He will discuss the
challenges confronting our intelligence agencies operating under the foreign intelligence
surveillance act, the congressional intelligence committees, the foreign intelligence court and the
exercise of presidential power. RSVPs requested but not required to lawevent@umn.edu. One CLE
credit has been approved.

Walter Frederick ("Fritz") Mondale was born in Ceylon, Minnesota. He earned his B.A. in political
science from the University of Minnesota in 1951. After serving in the U.S. Army, Mondale received
his LL.B. (cum laude) from the University of Minnesota Law School in 1956, having served on the
Minnesota Law Review and as a law clerk in the Minnesota Supreme Court.

Mondale then practiced law in Minneapolis. In 1960, Governor Freeman appointed him State
Attorney General. In 1964, Governor Rolvaag asked him to fill the U.S. Senate vacancy created by
Hubert Humphrey’s election to the Vice Presidency. Voters returned Mondale to the Senate in 1966
and 1972.

Jimmy Carter and Walter Mondale were elected president and vice president of the United States in
1976. He was the first vice president to have an office in the White House; he served as a full-time
participant, advisor, and troubleshooter for the administration.

In 1984, Mondale was the Democratic Party's nominee for president. Following that election,
Mondale practiced law, taught, studied, and traveled. In 1993, President Clinton nominated him to
be the U.S. Ambassador to Japan.  Mondale served there from 1993 to 1996.

The Stein Lecture was endowed by Professor Robert A. Stein (’61), dean of the Law School for 15
years and former chief operating officer of the American Bar Association. It was established to invite
leaders of the bench and bar and of the governments of the U.S. and other nations to deliver an
annual lecture on a topic of national or international interest.
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NIH awards $3.2 million to U research center for population
research

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/08/2013) —The National Institutes of Health has awarded
$3,185,694 million to the University of Minnesota’s Minnesota Population Center for a multi-year
project to expand the Integrated Public Use Microdata Series. The project will add demographic and
geographic data on the entire U.S. population from 1790 to 1930, more than 600 million persons, to
the IPUMS, quadrupling the quantity of U.S. census microdata available for scientific research.

These new data, which will allow for longitudinal surveys that trace individuals and families over a
much longer period of time than previously available, will have far-reaching implications for research
across the social and behavior sciences.

The project is made possible through the donation of a database of U.S. census information from
1790 to 1930 by two of the nation’s largest genealogical organizations: Ancestry.com and
FamilySearch. These data, which the two organizations independently collected and digitized over
the past decade and combined in 2012, offer the earliest information available on key social and
economic characteristics.

The data covers entire populations with full geographic detail, providing contextual information on
neighborhood characteristics, including ethnic composition, demographic behavior and population
mobility. Until now, the demographic data available to researchers for this historical period was
limited. The MPC project will leverage cutting-edge technology to convert this immense body of raw
data into a format suitable for scientific analysis.

According to Steve Ruggles, MPC executive director, this evidence sheds new light on previously
held theories regarding mortality, fertility, migration and other demographic and health-related trends
in the U.S.

For example, social theorists previously believed that ever-increasing geographic mobility
contributed to the growth of new institutions in the U.S. in the twentieth century. However, a
sampling of these new data reveal that mobility actually declined dramatically from the mid-
nineteenth century to the mid-twentieth, both providing new information about our society and
overturning previous assumptions based on false premises.

"Revealing the causal mechanisms underlying the massive structural shifts of the last century is
crucial for understanding the forces that are now shaping twenty-first century society," said Ruggles.
"These massive data collections represent a permanent and substantial addition to the nation’s
statistical infrastructure."

The project also reflects larger trends in research toward the use of informatics, the process of
examining large amounts of data of a variety of types (also known as "big data") to uncover hidden
patterns, unknown correlations and other useful information. For example, a medical researcher
might use informatics to develop cures for certain types of cancer by examining large amounts of
data on social or demographic behavior or genetic data.

Vice President for Research Brian Herman sees great promise in the use of informatics to enhance
research excellence and to promote collaboration across disciplines and institutions.

"This NIH award represents a significant contribution to our understanding of American social
behavior and health before 1930 that will have a direct impact on academic, scientific and clinical
research. Through this project and work in other areas, such as biomedical informatics, the U of M
is leading the way in big data by increasing capacity and building a robust informatics infrastructure
that will create a cutting edge research ecosystem."
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'Open Doors' report shows U of M near top in study abroad
participation, international student enrollment
Twin Cities campus maintains third-place ranking in study abroad nationwide

Contacts: Jennifer Schulz, Global Programs & Strategy Alliance, schul160@umn.edu, (612) 624-
0557
University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/08/2013) —The annual "Open Doors" report on international
students and study abroad, released Monday by the Institute of International Education (IIE), shows
that the University of Minnesota’s Twin Cities campus continues to rank in the top 20 in both
categories.

The Twin Cities campus maintained its third-place ranking in the nation among doctorate-granting
institutions in the number of students who participated in an education experience abroad in 2011-
12, with 2,508 students. This year’s report moves the university to the top of the Big 10 schools in
study abroad participation.

In addition, the university ranks 16th among doctorate-granting institutions with 6,178 international
students in 2012-13, down from 14th place despite an increase of 571 students. (Study abroad
statistics are reported one year behind international student statistics.)

 "The university’s high ranking in the Open Doors report, in both study abroad and international
student enrollment, reflects our long history and reputation for offering high-quality international
education programming and the university’s commitment to internationalization," said Meredith
McQuaid, associate vice president and dean of international programs. "While we are proud to rank
highly in both categories, our emphasis continues to be on providing international and intercultural
opportunities both inside and outside of the classroom to help our students be prepared to live and
lead in this global society."

Education abroad enrollments are stagnant on many campuses; however, the university has been
able to maintain growth.  

"We believe our growth is due to years of collaboration with departments and colleagues around the
university and our shared focus on integrating study abroad into the curriculum and career planning
of our students," said Martha Johnson, assistant dean for learning abroad. "At Minnesota,
experiences abroad are not an ‘add on’ or time off from studying; they are an integral part of a
student’s education."

The report’s release coincides with International Education Week, a joint initiative of the U.S.
Department of State and the U.S. Department of Education to celebrate the benefits of international
education and exchange worldwide. University departments are planning more than 20 events to
highlight the University's support of international education. (Calendar of events:
http://global.umn.edu/global-u/iew/)

The Open Doors report measures international student mobility – the official report on the number of
American students going abroad to study and international students coming to the United States.
The Open Doors report is published by the Institute of International Education, the leading not-for-
profit educational and cultural exchange organization in the United States. More details on the Open
Doors 2012 surveys and their findings can be accessed at www.iie.org/opendoors.

The Global Programs and Strategy Alliance (GPS Alliance) is the central international office for the
University of Minnesota system. The GPS Alliance is the driving force for the University of
Minnesota in globalizing teaching, learning, research and engagement. The GPS Alliance supports
the university's mission by working closely with campuses, colleges, units, faculty and staff,
students, and the community to comprehensively internationalize the University of Minnesota. For
more information, visit www.global.umn.edu.
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University of
Minnesota is
first in the
world to
install FEI
ultrafast
electron
microscope
New technology that
measures changes
at incredibly small
scales is expected to
make a big impact on
research

Contacts: Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/11/2013) —The University of Minnesota-Twin Cities will be the first in
the world to install a new FEI Tecnai™ Femto ultrafast electron microscope (UEM) that will be used
to examine the dynamics of materials at the atomic and molecular scale over time spans measured
in femtoseconds (one millionth of a billionth of a second). Researchers expect that the technology
will enable them to conduct fundamental research on the structure and dynamics of matter that
could lead to new solutions in energy, medicine, and digital technologies.

The new Tecnai™ Femto UEM, produced by FEI Company, is the first system to commercialize the
patented ultrafast electron microscopy technology pioneered by Nobel laureate Professor Ahmed
Zewail at the California Institute of Technology. The equipment will be installed later this month in
the University of Minnesota Shepherd Laboratories and then moved to the Gore Annex of
Amundson Hall when construction is completed next year.

Unlike an optical microscope that uses light to form images, an electron microscope uses a high-
energy beam of electrons to create an image of the specimen. It is capable of much higher
magnifications and has a greater resolving power than a light microscope, allowing it to see much
smaller objects in finer detail. The newly developed UEM combines these high magnifications with
the added ability to watch matter change and evolve in real time on very fast time scales.

"Our new microscope will be used at incredibly small and fast scales, and it should have a big
impact on our research," said David Flannigan, an assistant professor of chemical engineering and
materials science in the University of Minnesota’s College of Science and Engineering and a former
member of Professor Zewail's research team at Caltech. "Over the last decade microscope
manufacturers like FEI have developed instruments that have made observations of objects as
small as individual atoms seemingly routine. Ultrafast electron microscopy now gives us a powerful
tool to look at the movements and changes that occur at this scale."

Flannigan explained that because the size scale is so small, the time scale is also condensed. It
doesn't take very long for atoms to move less than one nanometer (one billionth of a meter). During
the developmental stages of the new Tecnai™ Femto UEM, researchers were able to measure
changes over time periods as short as tens of femtoseconds. Using this newly commercialized
technology, scientists expect to be able to study a wide range of fundamental atomic-scale
processes, including real-time energy propagation, structural transformations, and variations in
electric and magnetic fields.

"Until now, the only commercially released instruments that could look at processes at this time
scale were limited to observations of bulk materials," said Trisha Rice, FEI's vice president and
general manager of the Materials Science Business Unit. "The Tecnai™ Femto UEM is the first to
combine femtosecond time resolution with nanometer spatial resolution, allowing researchers to see
the structural changes that occur at the atomic scale in response to energetic stimuli."

The arrival of the Tecnai™ Femto UEM comes on the heels of the installation of another electron
microscope at the University of Minnesota. The FEI Titan™ G2 60-300 aberration-corrected
analytical scanning and transmission electron microscope was installed in Shepherd Laboratories
earlier this year. This ultra-high-resolution electron microscope can be used to see sub-0.1
nanometer objects.

 "Together, these two pieces of equipment establish the University of Minnesota as a world-class
electron microscopy center," said Frank Bates, head of the University’s Department of Chemical
Engineering and Materials Science. "Every computer chip and solar cell is based on materials
research. Modern technology is developed one atom at a time. This is a big step forward."
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Boynton Health Service hosts weekly animal therapy sessions
Public invited to pet away their stress every Wednesdays through May 21

What: Weekly Animal-Assisted Interaction Visits
When: Wednesdays, 3 – 5 p.m. (Nov. 13, 2013 – May 21, 2014)
Where: Garden Room – First Floor, Boynton Health Service, 410 Church St. S.E., Minneapolis

Contacts: Dave Golden, Boynton Health Service, dgolden@bhs.umn.edu, 612-626-6738
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

November 11, 2013

Canines — and a therapy chicken named Woodstock — will make regular cameos at free, weekly
"Pet Away Worry and Stress" (PAWS) sessions at the University’s Boynton Health Service. The
public is invited to interact with these and other registered therapy animal teams on Wednesdays
from 3 – 5 p.m., Nov. 13, 2013 through May 21, 2014.

PAWS is a pilot initiative developed in collaboration with the Animal-Assisted Interactions (AAI)
program at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, which offers therapeutic human-animal
connections. AAI teams are volunteer handlers who are specially trained and evaluated, along with
their animal partner.

"Many find spending time with animals a healing and important part of their day," said Tanya Bailey
of AAI, who’s trained with Woodstock since 2006. "AAI services are a logical component in mental
health and well-being resources as they help students connect with something not present on
campus — pets."

According to Bailey, research indicates animal interaction can have a range of positive effects on
people like decreased heart rate, blood pressure, and stress hormone levels.

"Animals can be very supportive when people are stressed or down," added Dr. Gary Christenson,
chief medical officer at Boynton. "Our main mission is to help students succeed in their academic
ambitions—so you need a solid foundation of both physical and mental health. I see this [PAWS] as
one approach to helping students manage stress."

Christenson believes this may be the only sustained AAI program offered on a college campus
that’s open to everyone. Depending on its success, PAWS could become a permanent fixture at
Boynton.

"The motion of stroking an animal is relaxing," said Christenson. "I think the presence of animals is
supportive of mindfulness, living in the moment, and a distraction from your worries. This can also
help students who miss a pet back home."

For more information, visit http://www.bhs.umn.edu/services/wellness-paws.htm.
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UPDATE: Armed robbery attempt in Anderson Hall

Contacts: University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/11/2013) —UPDATE: Just after 4 p.m., UMPD confirmed that the
search of the West Bank campus is complete and there is no further need to shelter in place.
Individuals should report any suspicious activity to 911, as police remain on alert but believe the
suspect has left campus. All regular University classes and activities will continue as planned this
afternoon and evening.

This afternoon, an attempted armed robbery of a student occurred in Anderson Hall on the
University of Minnesota’s West Bank campus. The suspect displayed a gun in an attempt to steal a
laptop. The suspect then fled and is currently at large. He is described as an African American male,
approximately age 20, six feet tall, wearing a black puffy hooded jacket.

© 2009–2014 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.
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Media Advisory: U of M students to construct floral 'grave
blanket' to honor JFK's life, legacy

Media Note: Media interested in covering the event its asked to RSVP to Becky Beyers at (612)
626-5754.

What: Student construction of JFK-themed floral grave blanket
When: 12:50 to 3:50 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 14
Where: Room 103, Plant Growth Facilities building, 1552 Gortner Ave., St. Paul

Contacts: Becky Beyers, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
bbeyers@umn.edu, (612) 626-5754
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

November 12, 2013

Students enrolled in a University of Minnesota floral design class are creating a "grave blanket" this
year to commemorate the 50th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy’s death and to honor his
life. Construction of the blanket, which will include a variety of plant materials arranged on a wire
frame, will begin between 2 and 3 p.m on Thursday, Nov. 14 in Room 103, Plant Growth Facilities
building, 1552 Gortner Ave., on the university’s St. Paul campus. (Students will be planning and
designing the project for the first hour). Photo opportunities will be available after that, until the
blanket is finished at about 3:45 p.m.

Grave blankets are a tradition in some parts of the U.S. that provides grieving families a way to
decorate their loved ones’ graves for the cold winter. The project is under the direction of
horticultural science professor Neil Anderson, who in the past has overseen similar blankets for 'El
Dia de los Muertos' (the Day of the Dead) and victims of the Interstate 35W bridge collapse.
Students have been learning about the tradition this semester and on Thursday, they will use
flowers, newspaper clippings and photographs and arrange them on the 3-foot by 15-foot  memorial
that will later be displayed for public viewing.
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U of M to host Northrop press conference and media tour Nov.
21
Media is invited to tour the new Northrop and get a sneak peek of programming

Media Note: Media interested in attending must RSVP with the number of guests to Brooke Dillon
at bldillon@umn.edu or (612) 624-2801 by the end of the day Tuesday, Nov. 19.

WHAT: Press conference and media tour highlighting the progress and milestones of the historic
Northrop revitalization; announcement of spring 2014 Gala weekend and April, May and June 2014
Grand Reopening events. 
WHO: Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost Karen Hanson, Northrop Director
Christine Tschida, Vice President for University Services Pam Wheelock and HGA Architects
representatives. 
WHEN: Thursday, November 21, 2:30-4:30 p.m.; opportunities for scheduled live shots and
interviews with Northrop representatives from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
WHERE: Press conference: Coffman Memorial Union Room 324, 300 Washington Ave., N.E.;
Media tour: Northrop, 84 Church St., S.E.

Contacts: Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

November 13, 2013

The press conference, which begins at 2:30 p.m. in Coffman Memorial Union Room 324, will feature
speakers, including Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost Karen Hanson,
Northrop Director Christine Tschida and Vice President for University Services Pam Wheelock, and
will highlight the Gala weekend and three months of Grand Reopening events and the unique new
vision for Northrop. Immediately following, the media tour will showcase the progress that has been
made in the historic Northrop building, including the renovated 2,692-seat performance theater, the
addition of a 168-seat theater, gallery, café and coffee bar, study lounges, meeting spaces, and a
new home for research and academic programs.

Following the tour, Christine Tschida, Karen Hanson and HGA architects will be available for media
interviews.

About Northrop
An architectural treasure, Northrop is an enduring symbol of the University, the focal point of the
Twin Cities campus, and the anchor of the Northrop Mall. Since opening in 1929, Northrop has
served as the University's primary gathering place for the performing arts, concerts, academic
ceremonies, and major civic events.

The new Northrop will serve as an epicenter of academic and cultural distinction and discovery that
unites three University-wide signature programs: The University Honors Program, the Institute for
Advanced Study, and the Innovation Lab by College of Design, along with Northrop’s legacy for
presenting world-class artists and thought leaders. The New Northrop will fuel innovation and
creativity, and serve students, faculty, artists, audiences, and the State of Minnesota.
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University of
Minnesota
names new
Medical
School Dean
and Vice
President for
Health
Sciences
Jay Brooks Jackson,
M.D., will begin in
February pending
Board of Regents
approval

Media Note: A media availability with President Eric Kaler will take place today at 2 p.m. in Room
12, Morrill Hall, 100 Church Street S.E., Minneapolis. Dr. Jackson will be available by phone this
afternoon.

Contacts: Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/14/2013) —University of Minnesota President Eric Kaler announced
today that the University’s new dean of the Medical School and vice president for Health Sciences
will be Dr. Brooks Jackson.

Pending approval by the University’s Board of Regents, Jackson is expected to begin work Feb. 17,
2014. He was selected following an extensive six-month, national and inclusive search.

"Brooks is the right leader for this time and place," Kaler said. "He is an outstanding scientist, a
strong clinician, and a dedicated teacher and mentor, with a demonstrated track record in research,
teaching, patient care, and building strong programs. He will be a strong and collaborative leader,
working closely with talented faculty, staff and students in the Medical School and at the Academic
Health Center to well position the U and Minnesota in the changing health care environment."

"I am honored and excited to have been selected for this position," Jackson said. "The academic
health center at the University of Minnesota has a very strong foundation and is well positioned in
this changing environment to lead the world in the prevention and treatment of disease, and train
the future leaders in the health sciences for Minnesota and the world. I am very much looking
forward to returning to the University of Minnesota, which was inspirational for me early in my career
and is now."  

Jackson comes from Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, where he has served as director
of pathology for 12 years. Under Jackson, the school's pathology department rose from fifth to first
nationwide in NIH funding, with nearly $50 million in annual NIH awards. The department also
became one of the most diverse in terms of gender and underrepresented minorities at all levels,
and obtained more than $60 million in donations for education and research.

An internationally recognized researcher in HIV diagnostics, prevention and treatment, Jackson and
his colleagues revolutionized HIV prevention in developing countries and published approximately
200 peer-reviewed papers about HIV prevention and treatment research conducted in the United
States, Uganda and China. He is also the principal investigator of the $500 million NIH-funded
International Maternal Pediatric Adolescent AIDS Clinical Trials (IMPAACT) Network. Jackson’s
work resulted in new drug development and a project to prevent neonatal HIV transmission. The
method has saved thousands of infants from starting life with HIV infection.

"Brooks Jackson is a remarkable physician, scientist and leader who will be an amazing role model
for future health professionals," said Leon Assael, DMD, dean of the University’s School of Dentistry
and co-chair of the search committee. "I know our university community will enjoy Brooks, his
amazing intellect, warm demeanor and self-effacing ways. But more so, we will gain from his ability
to lead science toward great discovery and a better world."

As dean of the Medical School, Jackson will lead efforts to build on the school’s strengths and
national leadership, promoting excellence in education, research, outreach and clinical care. He will
help execute a strategic plan for the Medical School now being implemented by current Vice
President and Dean Aaron Friedman.

As vice president for health sciences, Jackson will lead the six health sciences schools within the
University’s Academic Health Center. He will help form and implement a new integrated structure
that will strengthen the partnership of the U, Fairview Health Services and University of Minnesota
Physicians. Jackson will also work with policymakers and other key stakeholders across Minnesota
to enhance the state’s leadership in the health sciences, care and research.

"Dr. Jackson rose to the top of an extraordinarily deep and talented pool," said Bobbi Daniels, M.D.,
chief executive officer of University of Minnesota Physicians and co-chair of the search committee.
"His work as a renowned researcher and academic physician, and as chair of one of the best
pathology departments in the nation, has prepared him well for this new role. He is ideally suited to
lead the Medical School and Academic Health Center at this pivotal time for health care and
academic medicine."

One of the most comprehensive academic health centers in the country, the U of M Academic
Health Center has become a national leader in interdisciplinary education and training, encouraging
collaboration across disciplines to advance both research and quality care for patients.

"Dr. Jackson has huge opportunities to enhance the leadership of the University and health
sciences in Minnesota to the benefit of our state and beyond our borders," Kaler said. "Thanks to
the leadership and hard work of Dr. Friedman and everyone working in the Academic Health Center,
the foundation exists for the U of M to be a leader in health care delivery and discovery in
Minnesota, nationally and globally.

"I’d also like to express my gratitude to Dean Assael and Vice Dean Daniels for their leadership in
the search process," Kaler said. "Their dedication, and that of everyone involved in the extensive
search process, found a great fit in Dr. Jackson."

The Board of Regents will consider Jackson’s appointment in December. His annual salary will be
$725,000. Pending board approval, Jackson will begin work Feb. 17, 2014. Friedman will continue
his leadership until that time.

Jackson earned his M.D. from Dartmouth Medical School and his M.B.A at Dartmouth College. He
served his residency in clinical pathology at the University of Minnesota Hospitals, where he was a
blood bank fellow in the hospitals’ department of laboratory medicine and pathology.

For more information about the search process, go to http://www.health.umn.edu/about/national-
search-dean-medical-school-and-vice-president-health-sciences/

The University of Minnesota Academic Health Center was founded in 1970 and brought together
six health professional colleges and schools: the School of Dentistry, Medical School, School of
Nursing, College of Pharmacy, School of Public Health and College of Veterinary Medicine.

For 125 years, the University of Minnesota Medical School has served as the leading educator of
the state’s doctors and made discoveries of tremendous significance in research including cancer,
diabetes, heart and brain diseases. The U of M system encompasses clinics and hospitals on
campus and off, as well as a powerful partnership with Fairview Health Services. Currently, the
Medical School has 2,311 students, fellows and post docs, and 3,433 faculty members.

© 2009–2014 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.
The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer

mailto:bldillon@umn.edu
http://www.health.umn.edu/about/national-search-dean-medical-school-and-vice-president-health-sciences/


Upcoming events on the U of M campus

Contacts: University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/14/2013) —Please find below a list of select upcoming University of
Minnesota-related events. For the full U of M events calendar, visit events.umn.edu.

Thursday, Nov. 14 – Sunday, Nov. 17 and Thursday, Nov. 21 – Sunday, Nov. 24 - Joan: Voices
in the Fire
Wrestling with classical and contemporary issues ‘Joan: Voices in the Fire’ asks, "If a saint, like
Joan of Arc, would emerge from today's global chaos and religious strife, could she ignite a
movement to save us given our differences?" Originally devised by Columbia University students,
this play is performed by members of the BFA/Guthrie Theater Actor Training program senior class
and directed by Austene Van.

Thursday, Friday and Saturday performances begin at 7:30 p.m. while Sunday performances begin
at 2 p.m., at Rarig Center’s Stoll Thrust Theatre, 330 21  Ave. S., Minneapolis. Tickets are $11 for
faculty and staff and $16 for the general public. This performance will include ASL interpreters and
is presented by the University Theatre.

For more information, visit: https://www.tickets.umn.edu/UMATO/Online/default.asp

Sunday, Nov. 17 - Guest Recital: duoARtia
duoARtia, pianists Jeri-Mae Astolfi (School of Music alumna) and Holly Roadfeldt will perform works
by Bela Bartók, Witold Lutoslawski, Joseph Koykkar, James Leatherbarrow, Ed Martin, Kirk
O’Riordan, Robert Paterson, James Wilding, and Yehuda Yannay.

The 2 p.m. recital will take place at Lloyd Ultan Recital Hall, Ferguson Hall, 2106 Fourth St, S.,
Minneapolis.

Monday, Nov. 18 – Teacher Leadership: What It Is, How It Matters, And Ways It Looks In
Schools
CEHD and the national education fraternity Phi Delta Kappa are offering a free seminar featuring
CEHD’s Jennifer York-Barr on Nov. 18, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the University’s Urban
Research and Outreach Center, 2001 Plymouth Ave. N., Minneapolis.

The seminar will include two principals from St. Paul Public Schools: Catherine Rich, Phalen Lake
Hmong Studies School, and Dough Revsbeck, Harding High School. This program is free and open
to the public.

For more information, including registration, visit: http://www.cehd.umn.edu/Events/Teacher-
Leadership/.

Wednesday Nov. 20 - Geographic Information Science Day Celebration
Join the worldwide celebration of Geographic Information Science (GIS) Day, on Wednesday Nov.
20.

GIS Day is the annual salute to geospatial technology and its power to transform and better our
lives.

U-Spatial will be hosting an open house from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., in room 609 of the Social Sciences
Building, 267 19  Ave. S. Minneapolis, where you can learn more about the fascinating work
happening on campus. There will be mini workshops to get you started with web mapping and a
Geocaching contest with a $50 prize.

Wednesday Nov. 20 - Exploring Israel: A discussion with renowned filmmaker Dror Moreh
The Center for Jewish Studies presents Oscar-nominated filmmaker Dror Moreh, who will share
behind-the-scenes stories of the making of the movie The Gatekeepers, described by many as ‘the
Israeli Fog of War.’ This event will take place at 1 p.m. at 135 Nicholson Hall, 216 Pillsbury Dr. S.E.,
Minneapolis.

For more information, visit http://www.jwst.umn.edu/

Wednesday, Nov. 20 - Resonate! How 90 Seconds of Cello Music Is Helping People Connect
With Climate Science
Anthropogenic climate change is one of the most challenging problems humanity faces, but public
opinion surveys show that many people are skeptical about global warming. In this seminar, Todd
Reubold, Institute on the Environment (IonE) director of communications; Scott St. George, IonE
resident fellow and professor of Geography, College of Liberal Arts; and Daniel Crawford,
undergraduate, College of Liberal Arts, will share their experiences with using music to help climate
science reach out to new audiences. Their first collaboration — a music video that reconfigures
global temperature data as a cello composition — has been described as "amazing, and eerie" and
"an effective tool to show people that our planet is changing."

This event is part of the Frontiers in the Environment lecture series, which takes place in R-380 of
the Learning and Environmental Sciences Building, 1954 Buford Ave., St Paul. Following the
lecture, there will be a short reception in IonE's Commons Meeting and Art Space.

This event is free and open to the general public. For more information visit: Frontiers in the
Environment. Lectures can also be streamed live here: Stream Frontiers Live.

Thursday, Nov. 21 - Sunday, Nov. 24 - University Opera Theatre presents Bedřich Smetana’s
The Bartered Bride
Bedřich Smetana’s The Bartered Bride is full of spontaneous charm, lively, cleverly drawn
characters and dazzling orchestral interludes. The show begins at 7:30 p.m. in the Ted Mann
Concert Hall, 2128 Fourth St. S., Minneapolis, and 1:30 p.m., Sunday Nov. 24. Pre-opera lobby
discussions begin 45 minutes before each performance.

Tickets are $20 adults; $5 students & children; 2-for-1 tickets for U of M students, faculty, staff,
alumni, and retirees. For ticket information, call 612-624-2345 or visit tickets.umn.edu

Monday Nov. 25 - Islamic Art: Mirror of the Invisible World
This 90-minute film takes audiences on an epic journey across nine countries and over 1,400 years
of history. It explores the richness of Islamic art in objects big and small, and revels in the use of
color and finds commonalities in a shared artistic heritage with the West and East.

On Monday, Nov. 25 at 4 p.m. at Elmer L. Andersen Library, 222 21  Ave. S., Minneapolis,
Professor Catherine Asher, a specialist in Islamic and Indian art from 1200 to the present, will lead
the discussion about the film.
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Researchers develop new approach to identify possible ecological
effects of releasing genetically engineered insects

Contacts: Patty Mattern, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
mattern@umn.edu, (612) 625-6599
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/18/2013) —University of Minnesota researchers have developed a
new approach for identifying potential environmental effects of deliberate releases of genetically
engineered (GE) insects.

The researchers outline their approach in a paper in the journal Ecology and Evolution. The authors
include professor of entomology David Andow and Aaron David, Joe Kaser, Amy Morey and Alex
Roth – four graduate students who received NSF Integrative Graduate Education and Research
Traineeships (IGERT) – the National Science Foundation’s flagship interdisciplinary training
program educating U.S. Ph.D. scientists and engineers.

GE insects hold great promise for significantly changing pest management and fighting insect borne
human diseases throughout the world. Before releasing GE insects, scientists, governments and
industry must examine the possible ecological effects GE insects could have by doing ecological
risk assessments (ERA). University researchers’ new approach provides improved guidance for
such assessments.

"When new technology is developed, you want to make sure it’s safe," says Morey, who is a
doctoral student in the Department of Entomology. "You want to know what could happen when you
release these novel organisms into the environment."

Because GE insects are such a new technology, there really isn’t a standard way of evaluating that
yet, she says.

"Our project is trying to get it a little bit further into a standardization -- a framework for how do you
go about systematically evaluating a new technology so you’re looking at all the sorts of different
interactions that could possibly happen," Morey says.

In the paper, the researchers focus on all potential ecological effects whether an effect is adverse or
beneficial, says Kaser, who is a doctoral student in the Department of Entomology. They apply their
own approach to the Anopheles gambiae mosquito – a malaria vector being engineered to suppress
the wild mosquito population, says David, who is a doctoral student in the Department of Ecology,
Evolution, and Behavior.  They explore possible ecological effects during the transitory phase in the
short term and steady state phases of the GE mosquito in the long term, David says.

"The population isn’t the same the whole time. You do have these transitory phases where the
potential effects could be quite different than the effects during the steady state phase," Kaser says.

Many risk assessments only look at the end result. "Our framework really tries to evaluate the entire
range of potential effects," he says.

That more comprehensive look is what sets their approach apart from others.

"We think this is a novel and important contribution because many past risk assessments that were
just looking at the final population state were missing a lot of really important effects," says Roth, a
doctoral student in the Department of Forest Resources. "And that’s where we think our framework
can really add to identifying effects that could be important throughout this whole process."

 As they worked, the researchers not only developed an approach for identifying potential ecological
effects of GE insects, and they also found significant knowledge gaps in mosquito ecology.

"While there’s an amazing and impressive amount of research that’s been done on mosquitoes,
there wasn’t a whole lot of information about how they might be important ecologically," Kaser says.

In the paper, they had to broaden their scope of ecological research to infer what could happen.

"The idea is that there isn’t much info on what happens when you release a GE organism so we
drew upon other literature to get at the answer of what happens when you peturb populations,"
David says.

As GE insects become more common, the researchers say they hope their framework provides
guidance that will improve future risk assessments and ensure the safety of these technologies.
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UMN Extension announces restructuring of statewide nutrition
education program

Contacts: Allison Sandve, University of Minnesota Extension, ajsandve@umn.edu, (612) 626-4077

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/18/2013) —Today, University of Minnesota Extension announced a
restructuring of the federally funded SNAP-Ed (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program –
Education) for low-income audiences. The restructuring is made necessary by a significant cut in
the program’s federal funding. Minnesota, like all states, received an unexpected 28 percent cut in
SNAP-Ed funding in January through the American Taxpayer Relief Act.

Federal funding cuts imposed by the American Taxpayer Relief Act have not been restored and the
future of federal funding under the Farm Bill has not yet been resolved. Due to the loss in federal
funds, Extension must now restructure the SNAP-Ed program to reduce the number of nutrition
education staff to match current federal funding levels.

"Because of the importance of nutrition education to low-income Minnesotans, we did not make
immediate cuts in the program," said Bev Durgan, University of Minnesota Extension Dean. "Since
January, we have been working with our federal partners to try to restore the federal funding, while
covering the cuts with significant cost saving measures and non-federal funds."

To ensure that Extension continues to deliver statewide nutrition education to eligible families, while
operating with reduced federal funding, Extension will:

Create a regional SNAP-Ed program using Extension’s regional delivery model. Nutrition staff will
cover multiple county regions. Counties may choose to contract with Extension for additional
county-specific services as they do now for 4-H program coordinators and county agriculture
educators.
Identify multi-county service areas based on income-eligible populations and free-lunch eligible
schools.
Staff the new regional system with 40 percent fewer positions.

The restructuring was announced to Extension nutrition staff this afternoon. New regional positions
have been posted on the University’s employment website. Extension nutrition staff are being
encouraged to apply during an internal hiring process that will be completed by mid-December. At
that time, nutrition staff who did not apply or were not offered a regional position, will receive layoff
notices effective mid-January.

The new regional SNAP-Ed educators will be in their new positions in early 2014. They will then
work with local community partners to determine educational programs and delivery methods based
on income-eligible participants in the counties.

"Extension will continue to provide nutrition education to low-income families, but we will have fewer
nutrition educators to reach the same number of participants," Durgan said. "We have a proven
track record of success with Extension’s regional delivery model, which we will rely on as we work
closely with our local and state partners to deliver nutrition education to low income families in new
ways."
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U.S. State Department Ambassador-at-large Luis CdeBaca to
speak today at UMN Law School regarding human trafficking
Event open to media and public

Media Note: Ambassador CdeBaca will be available for media interviews. To arrange, please
contact Cynthia Huff at huffx070@umn.edu or (612) 625-6691 in advance.

Who: Luis CdeBaca, U.S. State Department ambassador-at-large, Office to Monitor and Combat
Trafficking in Persons
What: Lecture regarding U.S. State Department efforts to combat and end human trafficking around
the world
When: 2 to 3 p.m. TODAY, Wednesday, November 20, 2013
Where: Lindquist & Vennum Conference Room, University of Minnesota Law School, 229 19  Ave.
S., Minneapolis

Contacts: Cynthia Huff, Law School, huffx070@umn.edu, (612) 625-6691

November 20, 2013

Luis CdeBaca, the U.S. State Department ambassador-at-large for the Office to Monitor and
Combat Trafficking in persons, will be speaking from 2 to 3 p.m. today, Wednesday, November 20,
in the Lindquist & Vennum Conference Room of the University of Minnesota Law School, 229 19
Ave. S., Minneapolis.

In May 2009, Ambassador Luis CdeBaca was appointed by President Obama to coordinate U.S.
government activities in the global fight against contemporary forms of slavery. He serves as Senior
Advisor to the Secretary of State and directs the State Department’s Office to Monitor and Combat
Trafficking in Persons, which assesses global trends, provides training and technical assistance and
advocates for an end to modern slavery.
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Gopher Chauffeur now includes Thursday service
Two vehicles will run 10 p.m. – 2 a.m., beginning tonight

What: Media availability to announce expansion of Gopher Chauffeur service
When: Thursday, Nov. 21, 1 – 1:45 p.m.
Where: Boynton Health Service lobby, 410 Church St. S.E., Minneapolis
Who: Ferdinand Schlapper, Boynton Health Service (BHS) director and chief health officer; Julie
Sanem, BHS director of health promotion; Amelious Whyte, assistant dean of students and chief of
staff; Mike Schmit, Minnesota Student Association president; two Gopher Chauffeur student
employees

Contacts: Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690
Dave Golden, Boynton Health Service, dgolden@bhs.umn.edu, 612-626-6738

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/21/2013) —University of Minnesota students in need of a safe ride
home on a Thursday night can now utilize the Gopher Chauffeur service, beginning tonight.

Two vehicles will operate from 10 p.m. – 2 a.m. to pick up and drop students off at residences on or
near the University’s East Bank, West Bank, and St. Paul campuses as well as Uptown Minneapolis
(drop off only).

To schedule a pick up, students should call (612) 388-6911, 30 minutes before their preferred pick-
up time.

"Demand for the Gopher Chauffeur is at a record high right now – we’re up more than 550 rides this
semester alone," said Ferdinand Schlapper, Boynton Health Service director and chief health officer.
"Adding service to cover three nights per week is an important and necessary step that will allow us
to offer more students a safe ride home."

Currently operating on Friday and Saturday nights from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m., the Gopher Chauffeur has
given nearly 4,500 students a safe ride home so far this semester. On an average weekend, more
than 420 students use this free service.

"Adding Thursday night Gopher Chauffeur service provides another safe option for students who
need transportation off campus" said Amelious Whyte, assistant dean of students and chief of staff
in the Office of Student Affairs. "Now is the right time to do this, given the increased demand for the
service and our continued focus on keeping students safe."

In addition to tonight, the Thursday night service will also be available Dec. 5 and Dec.12 before
halting temporarily during winter break.

Service will then resume on Jan. 23, 2014.

The expanded service is paid for through reserve funds of the Gopher Chauffeur program and
student service fees, and will cover operations through the 2014-15 academic year.
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University of Minnesota to open revitalized Northrop on April 4,
2014
Gala weekend, opening events and new academic programming launch new Northrop vision

Contacts: Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801
University News Service, , unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/21/2013) —The revitalized Northrop will launch a series of events,
beginning with the Northrop Inside Out Grand Reopening Gala April 4, 2014, which will feature
American Ballet Theatre performing Giselle with live orchestra.

A post-performance dessert, reception and dance party on Northrop Plaza will be open to all
audience members. University of Minnesota students, faculty and staff and the public may purchase
tickets for the Northrop Plaza event. A Gala dinner and reception for donors and guests will precede
the performance.

"Our vision for the new 21st-century Northrop is grounded in history but focused on the future," said
Karen Hanson, the U’s senior vice president for academic affairs and provost. "Northrop will become
a central and prominent site of academic inquiry at the intersection of the arts, humanities, sciences
and technology; a place where creative expression and scholarship will come together in new ways;
and a gathering place for stimulating and productive conversations about the urgent issues and
challenges of our time."

Additional programming highlights announced today include:

Additional performances of Giselle by American Ballet Theatre (April 5-6)
Former Secretary of State and National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice as part of the
Distinguished Carlson Lecture Series, presented by the Hubert H. Humphrey School of Public
Affairs (April 17)
Prairie Home Companion with Garrison Keillor (April 26)
Free tickets for U students will be available for some events, including CollegeHumor Live (April 10)
and contemporary dance company Trey McIntyre Project (April 22)
Institute for Advanced Study’s "Reframing Mass Violence" lecture on Argentina’s art, media and
politics (April 10)
Minneapolis International Film Festival screenings (April)
Osmo Vänskä and musicians of the Minnesota Orchestra (May 2), and U School of Music’s
University Symphony Orchestra performing Mahler’s Symphony No. 2 (May 3)
Irish singer Daniel O’Donnell with special guest Mary Duff (June 2)
"100 Years of Student Drawing," selections from College of Design Drawing Archives, an exhibit of
alumni work in the new 4th floor gallery

A full event listing, with more events coming soon, and ticket information are available at
Northrop.umn.edu. Tickets are on sale to current Northrop subscribers and donors. General public
ticket sales begin online at 10 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 23.

"’Northrop Presents’ has a tradition that the University of Minnesota is justifiably proud of, dating all
the way back to the Artists’ Course when Northrop first opened its doors," said Christine Tschida,
director of Northrop. "By putting the most compelling artists of the day on stage at the center of
campus, generations of students have been inspired by exhilarating cultural experiences. We are
thrilled to bring ‘Northrop Presents’ back to this beautifully restored gathering place that will be
central to everyday life on campus."

To celebrate its new performance venues, Northrop and the School of Music are hosting a
competition to compose a signature Northrop fanfare to indicate final seating for events. Eligibility
for submissions, due Dec. 2, 2013, is limited to current students and recent alumni (last five years)
of the School of Music.

A statewide partnership

Dedicated in 1929 in honor of former University President Cyrus Northrop, the auditorium was badly
in need of repair and updates. The revitalization project was undertaken to make Northrop central to
campus academic life, enrich student learning, promote engagement beyond the classroom,
develop new audiences to foster continued vitality in arts and culture, and create opportunities for
cross-disciplinary discussion about local and global issues.

"This revitalization project honors Northrop’s history and significance. But it also allows us to better
utilize space for students, faculty and staff; increase its operational efficiency; and complete a
project to last another 100 years," said Pam Wheelock, vice president for University Services.

"This would be impossible without a strong partnership between the University and the State of
Minnesota, private donors and corporate sponsors—as well as the hundreds of architects and
construction workers who have worked hard on this already award-winning building. We are grateful
for this commitment to the long-term future of the University of Minnesota."

The $88.2 million project was financed through University funds (68 percent), State of Minnesota
Higher Education and Asset Preservation and Replacement funding (21 percent) and private and
corporate philanthropy (10 percent). To date, more than 70 percent of the waste generated on the
project has been recycled. The former auditorium’s proscenium arch—with medallions symbolizing
many U colleges—decorative urns and all of the Memorial Hall entryway’s lighting fixtures were
preserved and restored.

New role in day-to-day campus life

The new Northrop will be a premier venue for the performing arts and a multipurpose cultural center
that is well integrated into Twin Cities campus academic life. It will feature a 2,700-seat main
performance theater that provides a more intimate and improved experience for audience members,
with better sight lines, vastly improved acoustics and state-of-the-art technology. The new Northrop
will also feature a more intimate and interactive 168-seat theater for performances, lectures, films
and other events. Northrop will continue its role as a central gathering place for important campus
and community events, such as graduation ceremonies and lectures by world-renowned leaders.

Northrop’s role in the day-to-day life of the Twin Cities campus will be greatly enhanced. Three
resident academic programs—the University Honors Program, the Institute for Advanced Study and
the College of Design’s Travelers Innovation Lab—will move into expanded space for collaborative
learning. Expansions also provide for gallery space, a café and coffee bar, study lounges, two
lecture halls and a performance practice room, which together significantly increase study and
multipurpose space for faculty, staff, students and the public.
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Bell Social returns December 13 delivering a big night at the Bell
Museum

Contacts: Andrea Klaassen, Bell Museum of Natural History, aklaasse@umn.edu, (612) 624-7389
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/22/2013) —The Bell Social returns Friday, December 13 to the Bell
Museum of Natural History. The popular event brings together art, science, and live local music,
along with great eats, drinks and door prizes—all in one evening at Minnesota’s natural history
museum. This year's Bell Social includes a performance by Rogue Valley and celebrates the debut
of new works by the Bell Museum's current artist in residence, Minneapolis Art on Wheels.

Since early fall, members of the artist collective Minneapolis Art on Wheels have exploring the Bell
Museum as part of the McKnight Foundation funded Resident Artist Research Project. The project
gives artists the opportunity to work with U of M researchers, Bell staff and the museum’s amazing
collection of 4+ million specimens to create unique arts experiences. What Minneapolis Art on
Wheels plans to showcase for the public on December 13 is the product of their time at the Bell—an
interactive space that re-imagines the classic natural history diorama using interactive technology of
today. Through 3D imaging, projection, light and sound, the work promises to provide an
extraordinary experience.

The evening event continues with a live performance in the diorama halls by local band Rogue
Valley and a mini version of the popular monthly Bell Museum program at Bryant Lake Bowl, Café
Scientifique. Visitors will also have special after-hours access to popular exhibits including Audubon
and the Art of Birds and ExploraDome planetarium shows. In between activities, guests can refuel
with tasty treats from Glam Doll Donuts and a cash bar.

Event details
What: Bell Social: art + science + music

live performance by Rogue Valley in the diorama halls
new works by Bell Museum spring 2013 artists in residence, Minneapolis Art on Wheels
mini Café Scientifique presentation
ExploraDome planetarium shows
Glam Doll Donuts and cash bar
Bell Museum door prizes, art activities and more!
 

When: Friday, December 13, 7 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.
Where: Bell Museum of Natural History, 10 Church St. SE, Minneapolis, MN
Cost: $15 for general public, $12 museum members, U of M students with ID.

Purchase Tickets:www.tickets.umn.edu or visit www.bellmuseum.org for further information

To request disability accommodations, please contact Visitor Services at (612) 626-9660 or
belladm@umn.edu.

The Bell Museum is part of the university’s College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource
Sciences and strives to discover, document and understand life in its many forms and to inspire
curiosity, delight and informed stewardship of the natural world. For details, visit bellmuseum.org
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The harvest gap is the difference between the yearly
maximum potential and the actual harvest frequency for
2000–2011. A harvest gap of 0 indicates harvest is
maximized, while a harvest gap of 1 implies the
potential for an additional harvest each year.

Increasing
cropping
frequency
offers
opportunity
to boost food
supply
More frequent
harvest could
substantially boost
global food
production on
existing agricultural
lands

Media Note: To view
and share a video
about this study, go
to
z.umn.edu/harvestgap.

Contacts: Mary Hoff, Institute on the Environment, maryhoff@umn.edu, (612) 626-2670
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/25/2013) —Harvesting existing cropland more frequently could
substantially increase global food production without clearing more land for agriculture, according to
a new study from the Institute on the Environment (IonE) at the University of Minnesota.

The study, published in Environmental Research Letters, tracked global harvest trends of 177 crops
between 1961 and 2011. It found that the total amount of land harvested increased four times faster
than the total amount of cropland between 2000 and 2011, suggesting that harvest frequency was
on the rise. This led the authors to wonder if there might be additional gains to be had by
strategically increasing cropping frequency.

"Could existing arable lands get more frequent harvests, and what is the upper limit?" asked
Deepak Ray, lead author of the study. To answer that question, he introduced a new concept:
harvest gap.

Harvest gap is the difference between actual per-year harvest frequency and the maximum potential
frequency. Ray and the study’s co-author, IonE director Jonathan Foley, estimated that on average
an extra harvest is being missed globally every two years due to the presence of this harvest gap.

The researchers found that Africa, Latin America and Asia have the highest concentration of
potential harvest gaps. Brazil, for example, which on average harvests its croplands nearly once per
year, has a harvest gap of 0.9, suggesting that on its current arable lands a second harvest is
possible each year. Closing the gap would boost crop production on existing croplands without
resorting to further clearing for agriculture, and so could potentially reduce the pressure to destroy
additional rain forest. Increased harvest frequency also holds potential for mitigating risk under a
changing climate. Worldwide, the researchers found that closing harvest gaps worldwide could
theoretically boost production more than 44 percent.

Ray notes the study amounts to "scientific eyeballing," since only national data were available and
only for 177 crops. To fully quantify the potential impact, more local data would be needed, and local
farmers would have to weigh the benefits against the costs of additional harvests, which may turn
out to be prohibitive.

In addition, the researchers note that efforts to increase crop harvest frequency must also be wary
of leading to deterioration of soil, water and the agricultural land base. "Depending on local
environmental conditions, agronomic practices and social contexts, increasing cropland harvest
frequency could present a short-term gain in crop production, with long-term losses in agricultural
yields and environmental conditions. Only if increasing frequency of harvests can be done
sustainably is this strategy a potential way to address some of the challenges of crop production
and food security," they write.

Localized studies suggest that farmers around the world already are benefiting from increasing the
number of harvests. "Introduction of second crops, generally corn following the primary soybean
crop, has increased local incomes across economic sectors," the report noted. Countries in which
cropping frequency already is increasing include Brazil, India and China; however, others, including
many African nations, have shown a decline in recent years.

More frequent cropping, the authors said, represents a potentially powerful "third way" of increasing
food production, in addition to expanding cropland and increasing harvest yields, both of which are
widely studied by IonE researchers.

"The challenge for our generation is to meet growing food demands without destroying our
environment. Increasing cropland harvest frequency is another piece toward solving the global food
security puzzle," Foley said.

The University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment seeks lasting solutions to Earth's biggest
challenges through research, partnerships and leadership development. For more information,
visit environment.umn.edu.
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U of M Forestry Club's annual Holiday Tree Sale to open Friday

Media Note: Watch Forestry Club members harvest trees in a video at http://z.umn.edu/i1d

What: Holiday Tree Sale
When: Noon to 9 p.m. Friday, Nov. 29, 2013
Where: Les Bolstad Golf Course parking lot on Larpenteur Avenue north of the St. Paul campus

Contacts: Emmie Peters, U of M Forestry Club, (507) 412-1892
Patty Mattern, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences, mattern@umn.edu,
(612) 625-6599
University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

November 27, 2013

The University of Minnesota Forestry Club’s annual Holiday Tree Sale opens at noon Friday, Nov.
29  in the Les Bolstad Golf Course parking lot just off of Larpenteur Avenue. The tree lot is open
from noon to 9 p.m. weekdays and 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on weekends until they are sold out.

Whether people are looking for a 3-to-5-foot spruce on up to a 10-to-11-foot Fraser Fir, the Forestry
Club has it. They will also be selling Scotch pines, White pines, Balsam Firs, garland, wreaths and
maple syrup.

The Holiday Tree Sale is the Forestry Club’s biggest event and largest fundraiser of the year. The
club typically sells more than 1,000 trees and garnering about a $10,000 profit. Money raised goes
to scholarships for club members and also pays for club events, says Lauren Stufft, president of the
club.

While the club stocks trees from several suppliers, club members harvest many of the trees
themselves throughout November at farms owned by retired College of Food, Agricultural and
Natural Resource Sciences faculty member Carl Vogt.
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Upcoming events on the U of M campus

Contacts: University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (11/27/2013) —Please find below a list of select upcoming University of
Minnesota-related events. For the full U of M events calendar, visit events.umn.edu.

Friday, Nov. 29 - ongoing – Forestry Club’s annual Holiday Tree Sale
The University of Minnesota Forestry Club’s annual Holiday Tree Sale opens at noon Friday, Nov.
29  in the Les Bolstad Golf Course parking lot just off of Larpenteur Avenue in St. Paul. The tree lot
is open from noon to 9 p.m. weekdays and 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on weekends until they are sold out.

Whether people are looking for a 3-to-5-foot spruce on up to a 10-to-11-foot Fraser Fir, the Forestry
Club has it. They will also be selling Scotch pines, White pines, Balsam Firs, garland, wreaths and
maple syrup.

The Holiday Tree Sale is the Forestry Club’s biggest event and largest fundraiser of the year. Money
raised goes to scholarships for club members and also pays for club events.

More information is available here: umn.edu/news/news-
releases/2013/UR_CONTENT_464313.html.

To watch a video of Forestry Club members harvesting trees, visit: z.umn.edu/i1d.

Tuesday, Dec. 3 - Health Reform Check-Up: Learning from the Medicare Prescription Drug
Program
How well are health insurance exchanges working two months into their launch? How many people
have enrolled? Is MNsure succeeding at enrolling eligible and harder to reach populations? These
topics and more will be covered during this discussion, which is free and open to the public and
takes place from Noon – 2 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 3 at the Cowles Auditorium at the Humphrey
School of Public Affairs, 301 19  Ave. S., Minneapolis.

Representatives from the Brookings Institution, Minnesota Department of Human Services, MNsure,
Portico Healthnet and Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota will take part in the event. 

More information is available at: www.eventbrite.com/e/health-reform-check-up-learning-from-the-
medicare-prescription-drug-program-tickets-9167362829.

Wednesday, Dec. 4 – Saturday, Dec. 7 - School of Music Ensembles Concerts

Symphonic Band: Wind Songstakes place on Wednesday, Dec. 4 at 7:30 p.m., at Ted Mann Concert
Hall, 2128 4  St. S., Minneapolis. The concert features the premiere of Andreia Pinto-Correia’s
Olhos, Espelho e Luz (Eyes, mirror, and light) with John De Haan (tenor). Jerry Luckhardt,
conductor.
Sounds of the Season takes place Saturday, Dec. 7 at 7:30 p.m., at Ted Mann Concert Hall. The
Campus Singers ensembles and Men's and Women's Choruses delight audiences with a wide array
of seasonal favorites. Kathy Saltzman Romey, Matthew Mehaffey, and graduate students,
conductors.
Jazz Ensembles I and II: The Music of Mike Titlebaum, takes place Monday, Dec. 9 at 7:30 p.m., at
Ted Mann Concert Hall. The concert features guest artist saxophonist and composer Mike
Titlebaum. Dean Sorenson, director.

Wednesday, Dec. 4 – The politics of mistranslation and the mistranslation of politics:
Manipulating movie soundtracks in postwar Europe
In postwar Germany and Austria, American movies and TV series were only shown in dubbed
versions. These versions very often rewrote or even contradicted the original dialogue. Rainer M.
Koeppl, Fulbright Visiting Professor in cultural studies and comparative literature, will discuss how
the systematic manipulation of classic movies like "Notorious" and "Casablanca" and TV series like
"Columbo" provided fascinating and frightening examples of ideologically motivated mistranslation.

The discussion will take place from 12:30 to 2 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 4 in room 113 of Folwell Hall,
9 Pleasant St. SE, Minneapolis.

More information is available here: events.umn.edu/031610.

Thursday, Dec. 5 – Charting a course to enhance access and quality in Minnesota’s early
care and education: A policy breakfast
It is an exciting and hopeful time for young children and their families in Minnesota. Investments
through the Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant, the Promise Neighborhood Initiative,
the Investing in Education (i3) program and legislative support for all-day kindergarten have created
an unprecedented opportunity to improve the way we address the achievement gap and prepare
children for school.

Join us for a policy breakfast from 8 to 10:30 a.m., Thursday, Dec. 5, focused on how an effective
early childhood system could help close Minnesota’s achievement gap. Gerrit Westervelt, executive
director of the BUILD Initiative, will deliver a keynote address. Panelists include representatives
from the Minnesota Office of Early Learning, Parent Aware for School Readiness, Think Small and
the U’s Amy Susman-Stillman (co-director of the Center for Early Education and Development).

The event will be held in the Meridian Ballroom of The Commons Hotel, 615 Washington Ave. SE,
Minneapolis.

For more information and to RSVP, visit: cehd.umn.edu/events/?z=4874&dt=12/5/2013.

Thursday, Dec. 5 – Where did the Scandinavian gods come from?
We know a good deal about the Old Scandinavian deities (Odin, Thor, Loki, Baldr, and others), but
their origin remains the object of bitter controversy. Do they have Indo-European roots and are they
comparable to their Indo- Iranian, Greek, and Roman counterparts, or are some (most, all) of them
local? Or what?

Anatoly Liberman (German, Scandinavian & Dutch) will raise more questions in this Center for
Medieval Studies 25th Anniversary Colloquium, set for 4 to 5:30 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 5 in room
1210 of Heller Hall, 271 19  Ave. S., Minneapolis.

More information is available here: events.umn.edu/028856.

Thursday, Dec. 5 – Antisemitism then and now: A panel discussion
A growing body of reports and research centers claim that a new strain of antisemitism is sweeping
the globe. Five renowned scholars will discuss historic antisemitism, its longterm aftereffects and
contemporary manifestations in Europe and the U.S.

Alejandro Baer (Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies) and Klaas van der Sanden (Austrian
studies) convene, with Gary Cohen (history) and Bruno Chaouat (French & Italian) among the
panelists.

The panel will run from 4 to 6 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 5 in the President’s Room at Coffman Memorial
Union, 300 Washington Ave. SE, Minneapolis.

More information is available here: events.umn.edu/031361.

Thursday, Dec. 5 - A trillion reasons to care: Early evidence and expectations of the
Affordable Care Act (ACA)
When it comes to the Affordable Care Act, how does one separate fact from fiction and political
posturing from very real consequences? The Dec. 5 edition of Headliners (A Trillion Reasons to
Care: Early Evidence and Expectations of the ACA) features Dr. Jean Abraham, as she presents an
in-depth look at key health-insurance provisions within the ACA, and helps to sort through the
evidence and expectations related to this controversial legislation.

The event begins at 7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 5 at the Continuing Education and Conference Center,
1890 Buford Ave., St. Paul.

More info/registration is available here: z.umn.edu/decemberheadliners.

Tuesday, Dec. 10 – Human Rights Center celebrates 25 years of research, education, and
training
On Tuesday, December 10, 2013, International Human Rights Day, the University of Minnesota
Human Rights Center will commemorate its 25  anniversary with a special performing arts event in
honor of the 65  anniversary of the signing of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The celebration will feature human rights-themed music, dance, and spoken word performances
from local and international artists and students, as well as appetizers from a variety of Twin Cities’
restaurants and grocery stores. 

The free public event runs from 6-9 p.m. at Grace-Trinity Community Church, 1430 W. 28  St.,
Minneapolis. 

RSVPs requested to: hrcrsvp@umn.edu or ( 612)626-0041.

Since 1988, the Human Rights Center has carried out its mission to work locally, nationally, and
internationally to provide training, educational materials, and assistance to professionals, students,
and volunteers working to promote and protect human rights. Its work has helped establish the
University of Minnesota’s international reputation as a center for the study of human rights.

More information is available at: hrcenter.umn.edu.

Wednesday, Dec. 11 - Government shutdown deja vu: Learning from leaders who have seen
it before
In October 2013, the United States went through a 16-day shutdown. The next round of negotiations
looms next month as the debt-limit crisis and the continued funding of government take center stage
yet again.

Congressman Gil Gutknecht and Congressman Martin Sabo both served in leadership roles during
the last major government shutdown in 1995. They will discuss the consequences and
repercussions, the lessons learned, and their hopes for the January negotiations. Moderated by
Speaker Steve Sviggum and Professor Larry Jacobs.

The event, which is free and open to the public, takes place Wednesday, Dec. 11 from Noon – 1:15
p.m. at the Humphrey Forum at the Humphrey School of Public Affairs.

More information is available at: events.umn.edu/Government-Shutdown-Deja-Vu-Learning-from-
Leaders-Who-Have-Seen-it-Before.htm.

Wednesday, Dec. 11 - Maroon and Gold Campus Orchestras
The concert is Wednesday, Dec. 11 at 7:30 p.m. at Ted Mann Concert Hall. Program includes
Rossini’s Overture from The Barber of Seville, Saint-Saëns’s "Bacchanale" from Samson and
Delilah, and Kalinnikov’s Symphony No. 1.

Sergey Bogza, Benjamin Klemme and Erik Rohde, conductors.
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Student-
designed
winter light
shows begin
Dec. 6 at the
University of
Minnesota
Show is bigger and
better than last year

Contacts: Rhonda
Zurn, College of
Science and
Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (12/02/2013) — Join the University of Minnesota College of Science and
Engineering over the next two weekends in December for a dazzling light show designed by
students. The high-tech light show, titled "Illumination," is bigger and better this year featuring more
than 100,000 LED lights, 400 individual controllable lights and 450 microcontrollers.

The CSE Winter Light Show Premiere event is Friday, Dec. 6, with shows at 5:30, 6, 6:30, 7 p.m. on
the Civil Engineering Building Plaza, 500 Pillsbury Dr. S.E., Minneapolis. Each show will last about
15 minutes. A Premiere Party begins at 4:30 p.m. and will include student entertainment in Rapson
Hall, Room 100, 89 Church St. SE, Minneapolis.

Lights will surround the semi-circular Civil Engineering Plaza synchronized to music composed and
performed by University of Minnesota students for a 360-degree sensory outdoor experience. New
features this year include a giant 22-foot lighted tree, an 8-foot 3D snowman sign, and an 8-foot-by-
6-foot lighted M.

The light show is presented by the Tesla Works student group. The light show features the technical
and creative skills of University of Minnesota science and engineering students and their ability to
have fun on campus—even in the winter.

The show is sponsored by CenterPoint Energy and the University of Minnesota College of Science
and Engineering.

All events are free and open to the public.

After the kick-off event on Friday, Dec. 6, the show will run at 5:30, 6, 6:30, 7 p.m. as follows:

Saturday, Dec. 7

Thursday, Dec. 12

Friday, Dec. 13

Saturday, Dec. 14
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University of Minnesota honored with two 2013 AAAS Fellows

Contacts: Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690
University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (12/03/2013) —Two faculty members at the University of Minnesota
have been named a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS).
Election as a Fellow is an honor bestowed upon AAAS members by their peers, and recognizes
scientifically or socially distinguished efforts to advance science or its applications.

The newly elected AAAS Fellows from the U of M represent two university campuses and were
chosen in two separate AAAS sections:

Eugene Borgida, professor, Department of Psychology, College of Liberal Arts, University of
Minnesota Twin Cities 
Elected in the Section on Psychology, Borgida’s research interests include social cognition, attitudes
and persuasion, psychology and law, and political psychology.

Thomas C. Johnson, professor, Department of Geological Sciences, University of Minnesota
Duluth; Fellow, Institute on the Environment
Elected in the Section on Geology and Geography, Johnson’s research interests include
paleoclimatology, sedimentary processes, acoustic remote sensing of lake basins and water
sustainability and climate in the Great Lakes region of East Africa.

Borgida and Johnson, along with the other 386 AAAS Fellows elected in October, will be recognized
for their contributions to science and technology at the Fellows Forum during the AAAS Annual
Meeting in February 2014.

The tradition of AAAS Fellows began in 1874.

About AAAS
The American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) is the world’s largest general
scientific society, and publisher of the journal, Science (www.sciencemag.org) as well as Science
Translational Medicine (www.sciencetranslationalmedicine.org) and Science Signaling
(www.sciencesignaling.org). AAAS was founded in 1848, and includes 261 affiliated societies and
academies of science, serving 10 million individuals. The non-profit AAAS (www.aaas.org) is open
to all and fulfills its mission to "advance science and serve society" through initiatives in science
policy, international programs, science education, and more.
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U of M
students
present
largest robot
show in Twin
Cities on Dec.
9

Contacts: Rhonda
Zurn, College of
Science and
Engineering,
rzurn@umn.edu,
(612) 626-7959
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (12/05/2013) — A birthday cake candle placer, a maze-solving robot,
and a  s’mores maker will be among more than 200 machines on display at the University of
Minnesota Robot Show 2:40-4:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 9, in the McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak
St. S.E., Minneapolis.

The walk-through show is the largest collection of robots assembled in one place in the Twin Cities.
The event is free and open to the public and is suitable for all ages.

The show is the culmination of six weeks of work for University of Minnesota College of Science and
Engineering students in the Introduction to Engineering class who created computer-controlled
machines that "do something interesting." Students received a kit of parts, including the computer,
and could add no more than $50 worth of their own materials.

"In class, we provided the basics of design, robotics, sensing, and manufacturing," said course
instructor Tim Kowalewski, a University of Minnesota mechanical engineering assistant professor.
"When students went home, they had to build a robot from scratch.  They had to be really creative
to apply what they learned to meet tight deadlines and cost constraints, just like real-world
engineers."  

The robots must act for no more than 60 seconds and have at least one moving part, but it is up to
the students whether the unique machines do something useful (such as sorting coins or testing
bike wheels) or exist solely to amuse and delight (like maze solver or piano player).

For more information on this event and photos from previous years, visit
www.me.umn.edu/robotshow.
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Ambulatory Care Center, research and undergraduate education
on tap for University of Minnesota Board of Regents
Board to review and act on ACC lease and related agreements

What: University of Minnesota Board of Regents meetings
When: Thursday, Dec. 12 and Friday, Dec. 13, 2013
Where: 600 McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510
Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552

December 6, 2013

In the final step before construction can begin on a world-class academic Ambulatory Care Center
(ACC) in Minneapolis, the University of Minnesota Board of Regents will review and act upon the
project’s lease agreements, guaranties and master agreement during its meetings next week.

A joint venture among the University, University of Minnesota Physicians (UMP) and Fairview Health
Services (Fairview), the $160 million, 330,000-square foot ACC will provide new space for clinics
currently housed in the Phillips Wangensteen Building and allow for much-needed expansion for a
number of clinics. Located at 910 Essex St. SE in Minneapolis, new clinic spaces will incorporate
education and research for transformative team-based care, which will enhance both the patient and
training experience.

Pending Board approval, the University will execute two 30-year leases and a parking facility
agreement; guaranties with UMP and Fairview for payment of $150 million in special purpose bonds
issued by the U; and a master agreement that establishes the overall framework for ACC
management and operations.

Regents approved letters of intent among the parties in May 2012. Since late last year, more than
200 physicians, advanced practice providers, clinical and operational leaders and staff have been
involved in developing plans for the new facility.

A roadmap for research

Vice President for Research Brian Herman will provide an annual research report to the Board,
summarizing the University’s research metrics for the past year, documenting trends in research
productivity, and outlining recent successes and innovation partnerships.

Regents will also receive an update on a research strategic planning process that Herman’s office
launched in May, in partnership with President Eric Kaler, and was first brought to the Board in July.
Expanding upon the vision and themes he outlined in a July 2013 discussion with the Board,
Herman will discuss a five-year roadmap for building upon existing strengths, nurturing a
collaborative research environment and working with external partners to advance the University’s
research enterprise and address crucial societal challenges.

Enhancing undergraduate student success

Progress on recent undergraduate initiatives and strategies for enhancing student success will be a
topic of discussion in the Academic and Student Affairs Committee. This annual report will illustrate
continued growth in retention and graduation rates on the Twin Cities campus, provide
characteristics of the 2013 freshman class, examine performance measures and look at programs
focused on improving student outcomes.

Friday, the full Board will begin a review of the University’s philosophy on undergraduate tuition and
financial aid. President Kaler, Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost Karen Hanson
and Vice Provost and Dean of Undergraduate Education Bob McMaster will lead discussion on the
convergence of tuition, financial aid and enrollment strategies to support continued student success.

Other agenda items include:

New leadership: The Board will review and act upon the appointment of Dr. Brooks Jackson as the
University’s new dean of the Medical School and vice president for Health Sciences. He was
selected in November following an extensive six-month, national and inclusive search; pending
approval, he will begin work Feb. 17, 2014.
Strategic plan update: The Board will review and discuss the vision statement, mission statement
and core values developed to date by the Strategic Planning Workgroup. Once finalized, these
elements – meant to articulate the distinctiveness and value of the University – will inform key
objectives and strategies.
UMR expansion: Pending Board approval, the University will acquire two properties totaling 0.62-
acre in Rochester for future development and expansion of the Rochester campus. The City of
Rochester will deduct the $1.32 million purchase price from sales tax proceeds dedicated to
financing the acquisition and betterment of UMR facilities.
Preparing the health workforce: The Special Committee on Academic Medicine will look at how
the U, with its top-ranked professional schools and national leadership in interdisciplinary education
and care, is well-positioned to meet the growing state demand for health professionals.
Intellectual property rights: The Academic & Student Affairs Committee will hear from Vice
President Herman regarding a proposed Board policy change to clarify student intellectual property
(IP) ownership rights.
Financial profile: Chief Financial Officer Richard Pfutzenreuter will present the University’s fiscal
year 2013 financial report. Susan Fitzgerald of Moody’s Investors Services will also present an
overview of current challenges facing higher education, including continued revenue pressure at
public universities.
Athletics risk profile: Gopher Athletic Director Norwood Teague will present the Audit Committee
with the Intercollegiate Athletics risk assessment as it pertains to current and projected issues
inherent to college athletics.
Student Representatives report: The Student Representatives to the Board of Regents will
present their official report for the 2013 fall semester.
Regents Professors: Regents and President Kaler will formally recognize Timothy P. Lodge and
Stephen Polasky, who in June were named Regents Professors by the Board. The designation is
the highest level of recognition given to faculty by the University.
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The "giant puffer" is one of many exciting
demonstrations that highlight principles of physics.

U of M
Physics
Circus brings
large-scale
stunts and
physics
lessons to the
public Dec. 12

Media Note:
Members of the
media may attend a
daytime school group
show earlier in the
week at the
Minneapolis
Convention Center to
get photos or video, but please contact Rhonda Zurn at rzurn@umn.edu to make arrangements.

Contacts: Rhonda Zurn, College of Science and Engineering, rzurn@umn.edu, (612) 626-7959
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (12/06/2013) — If you’ve never seen a physicist drop 20 feet through
thin air while a friend shoots a ball at him from a cannon, or grown men and women shooting
streams of toilet paper over an audience with a leaf blower, the University of Minnesota Physics
Force has a show for you.

The Physics Force will present its largest show of the year, the "Physics Circus," at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 12 at the Minneapolis Convention Center. The show is free, but registration is required at
z.umn.edu/physicscircus. Only a few seats are still available in the 3,500-seat venue."

The show is a unique mix of physics demonstrations and slapstick humor suitable for adults and
children of all ages.

The Physics Force is a successful and entertaining outreach program of the University of
Minnesota’s College of Science and Engineering. Each year the group performs for more than
20,000 school-age kids at its annual week of daytime shows. The group’s goal is to show that
difficult subjects like physics and math can be fun and interesting.

The Force consists of high school teachers and University of Minnesota physics professors. The
group has performed variations of their show at Disney's Epcot Center, on Newton's Apple, and the
Knoff-Hoff Show, a popular German television science program, and locally at various venues,
including the Minnesota State Fair.

Physics Circus includes large-scale demonstrations that include dropping one of the Physics Force
members from a 20-foot garret while shooting a ball at him to demonstrate the effect of gravity on
projectiles, collapsing a 55-gallon drum using only ambient air pressure, and one of the Force
members propelling across the stage on a cart by emptying a fire extinguisher to demonstrate how
forces come in pairs.

For more information and a video preview of the demonstrations, visit
z.umn.edu/physicscircusdemos.
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Ke Li and Chen Zhang, Ph.D. candidates in the
University of Minnesota College of Science and
Engineering, received a $10,000 award as first-place
winners in the University’s Sustainability Innovation
Student Challenge Award (SISCA) competition Dec. 5.
The two propose to develop a renewable fuel–enabled
free piston engine.

U of M
student
project to
create a
renewable
fuel engine
wins $10,000
prize in Dow
SISCA
Challenge
Runner-up receives
$2,500 to pursue
development of a
novel storage system
for offshore wind
turbine energy

Contacts: Mary Hoff,
Institute on the
Environment, maryhoff@umn.edu, (612) 626-2670
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (12/09/2013) — A student proposal to develop a renewable fuel–enabled
free piston engine captured the $10,000 top prize in a Dow Sustainability Innovation Student
Challenge Award (SISCA) competition held Thursday at the University of Minnesota’s Institute on
the Environment.

The project, developed by College of Science and Engineering Ph.D. candidates Ke Li and Chen
Zhang, was one of 12 submitted to the Dow SISCA competition at the University of Minnesota, one
of 17 universities around the world participating in the program. The competition recognizes and
rewards students and universities for innovation and research that encourages and promotes
sustainable solutions to the world's most pressing social, economic and environmental problems.
The competition was open to full time graduate and professional students enrolled at all campuses
of the University of Minnesota.

Runner-up recipient Mohsen Saadat, also Ph.D. candidate in the University of Minnesota Twin
Cities’ College of Science and Engineering, received $2,500 to pursue the application of a novel
compressed-air storage system for offshore wind turbine energy.

Judges were from local industry and the University of Minnesota. The award provides a financial
scholarship to the winning students to allow them to further pursue the development of their idea.

"We’re extremely proud of these winners and of all of the students who participated in our 2013 Dow
SISCA competition," said Fred Rose, who organized the University of Minnesota competition and
who directs Acara, a program for emerging social entrepreneurs that is jointly supported by IonE
and the University’s College of Science and Engineering.  "Their vision and the work they put into
identifying pressing sustainability challenges and innovative approaches to solving them are
exemplary. We look forward to seeing where their dreams and initiative take them next."

Other finalists in the competition were:

Evgeny Beletskiy and Masoud Samet (College of Science and Engineering) – Using Nature’s
Strategies to Improve Health and Preserve the Environment 

Kevin S. Lang and Jonathan B. Clayton (College of Veterinary Medicine) – Dioxin Contamination in
Vietnam: Harnessing Untapped Microbial Communities for Bioremediation 

Eric Svingen (College of Science and Engineering) – Twin Fin Aquaponics

Christopher Tessum (College of Science and Engineering) – A Cloud-based Air Quality Modeling
Web Application for Improved Public Health

Jeffrey Ting, PhD Chemical Engineering (College of Science and Engineering) – Design of Tunable
Excipients to Enhance the Solubility and Storage of Poorly Water-Soluble Drugs

The University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment seeks lasting solutions to Earth's biggest
challenges through research, partnerships and leadership development. For more information on
IonE, the Dow SISCA award competition and the Acara Program, visit environment.umn.edu.
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Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi L.L.P. makes $500,000 gift to
University of Minnesota Law School

Contacts: Cynthia Huff, Law School, huffx070@umn.edu, (612) 625-6691
Ronald J. Schutz, Partner: Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi L.L.P., (612) 349-8435

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (12/10/2013) —The law firm of Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi L.L.P. has
made a $500,000 gift commitment to the University of Minnesota Law School. The gift will be used
to create and endow the Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi Distinguished Scholar Fund, which will
strengthen the Law School’s ability to recruit, support, and retain outstanding faculty members.

The new endowment fund will provide incentives for encouraging junior or mid-career faculty with
exceptional potential to grow and develop their careers at the University of Minnesota. This financial
support is intended to provide a margin of excellence above and beyond core faculty funding from
other sources. Faculty members who are designated Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi Distinguished
Scholars will use the funds to further their academic endeavors in areas such as: trial practice,
appellate practice, evidence, civil procedure, torts, intellectual property, or antitrust.

"All of us at Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi  are proud of our long association with the University of
Minnesota Law School," said Ronald J. Schutz (’81), a partner in the firm and the chair of its
National IP Litigation Group. "We view our philanthropy there as an extension of our shared purpose
of excellence, community service, and commitment to justice."

"The University of Minnesota Law School has benefitted from a strong partnership with Robins,
Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi L.L.P. since the firm was founded in 1938," said Dean David Wippman. "Its
generosity over time has been a cornerstone of the Law School’s commitment to excellence and
service to society. With the establishment of the Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi Distinguished
Scholar Fund, the firm is reinforcing the importance of scholarship and teaching at the Law School."

Now celebrating its 75th year, Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi L.L.P. is a national litigation firm with
its headquarters in Minneapolis and offices in five other cities: New York, Los Angeles, Atlanta,
Boston, and Naples, Fla. Its 230 attorneys represent some of the world’s largest companies, most
innovative start-ups, and individuals from virtually every industry and walk of life. The firm has
consistently received national recognition for its trial work in intellectual property, business litigation,
antitrust, entertainment and media law, insurance litigation, and mass tort law, as well as for its
award-winning pro-bono, diversity, and associate training programs.
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University of Minnesota Board of Regents address campus
safety, examine tuition and financial aid, and approve
Ambulatory Care Center agreements

Contacts: Chuck Tombarge, University News Service, tombarge@umn.edu, (612) 625-8510

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (12/13/2013) —Robust discussions of public safety and the U’s tuition
and financial aid philosophy, along with approvals of agreements for the Ambulatory Care Center
and key real estate transactions, highlighted a busy two days for the University of Minnesota Board
of Regents.

The safety of students, faculty and staff is a top priority at the University and was discussed during
an annual report to the Board from University Police Chief Greg Hestness, Vice President for
University Services Pam Wheelock and U Services Chief of Staff Leslie Krueger. They outlined the
U’s multipronged approach, which has included additional resources dedicated to policing that have
led to 23 arrests in the last three months. The U is also exploring infrastructure enhancements (e.g.
building access, lighting and safer pathways on and near campus; additional security cameras;
engaging with student and other groups on awareness and education; expanding programs such as
the Gopher Chauffeur; working closely with outside law enforcement agencies) that can be made to
improve campus safety.

"The Board shares President Kaler’s and Vice President Wheelock’s strong commitment to public
safety," said Board Chair Richard Beeson. "While recent crimes on or near the Twin Cities campus
are very concerning, families need to know that we are unified in our commitment to providing a
safe environment for students, faculty and staff. The University has built strong partnerships with
local law enforcement and will continue those along with other work to make our University
community safe."

"Not long ago, my two sons lived on and near their own college campuses," said University
President Eric Kaler. "I share the worry of parents and students about safety. We will do all we can
to continuously improve security and help our students engage in safe behaviors. Where campus
ends our legal jurisdiction stops, but our shared responsibility with community partners remains –
and our work to secure proper resources will continue."

Wheelock also highlighted transportation safety, including efforts to manage significant increases in
bicycles on campus, buses returning to Washington Avenue and the 2014 addition of the Green
Light Rail Line.

Ensuring access and excellence
Among the Board’s priorities for 2013-14 is to "develop a tuition and financial aid philosophy that
reinforces the twin objectives of excellence and access, and directly guides the President’s related
strategies." Today Regents took a first step with a work session discussing how undergraduate
tuition, financial aid and enrollment strategies support student success.

"As the cost of higher education rises, it is now more important than ever that we are clear and
transparent to students and families about the cost of a University of Minnesota education," Kaler
said. "While our current undergraduate tuition strategies on tuition, financial aid and enrollment
management are fundamentally designed to support student success, they also help us attract and
retain a student body that is diverse in all ways: economically, and in terms of talent, geography,
interests and backgrounds. It is important for the Board to understand the strengths and tradeoffs of
various approaches and how our current approach achieves our goals."

Beeson agreed.

"Today’s work session was a robust discussion focused on tuition strategies that support the mission
and goals of the University, as well as incent student success," Beeson said. "This is an important
governance role of the Board that we look forward to continuing in coming months."

The administration will take feedback from today’s session and craft a resolution the Board of
Regents will consider early in 2014.

Education, research and extraordinary patient care
The Board approved final agreements among the University, University of Minnesota Physicians
(UMP) and Fairview Health Services for a new academic Ambulatory Care Center.

With agreements in place, crews will break ground Dec. 20 on the $160.5 million, 330,000-square
foot facility at 909 Fulton St. SE, Minneapolis. The world-class facility, scheduled to open in January
2016, will provide new space for clinics currently housed in the Phillips Wangensteen Building and
allow for much-needed expansion. Clinics and an outpatient surgery center will incorporate
education and research for transformative team-based care, which will enhance the experience for
patients and students.

The University will execute two 30-year leases and a parking facility agreement; guaranties with
UMP and Fairview for payment of $150.5 million in special purpose bonds issued by the U and
$12.2 million in capitalized interest; and a master agreement that establishes the overall framework
for clinic management and operation.

Graduation rates increase 
The Academic and Student Affairs Committee learned Thursday about the newest Twin Cities four-,
five- and six- year graduation rates.  The four-year rate has now climbed to 59.1 percent, which is
now within 1 percent of the Board’s goal of 60 percent.  The five-year rate has now hit the Board
goal of 75 percent and the six-year rate has risen to 76 percent.  All rates have increased
significantly from the mid-1990s, and represent a university-wide effort to promote timely graduation.

Public-private partnership
The Board approved University investment as minority partner in a joint venture with United
Properties Investment, LLC to purchase property at 2407-2425 University Ave SE, Minneapolis.
Adjacent to TCF Bank Stadium, the property currently houses the Days Inn Hotel and the Tea
House Restaurant.

United Properties submitted a successful bid to purchase the property last summer. The joint
venture will continue to operate the hotel with a hotel management company, and will assume
landlord obligations for the restaurant, both of which will provide revenue to help cover real estate
costs. The joint venture provides the University the opportunity to plan with United Properties the
future redevelopment of the parcel.

"This property borders the Minneapolis campus, so it is critically important that any future use
serves the University’s needs and mission," Kaler said. "This innovative and collaborative
partnership with a strong local partner is in the long-term interest of the U."

The U will appoint two of five joint venture directors, who will oversee management and governance.
The U will also maintain the right to veto certain key actions, and the agreements allow rights of first
refusal if decisions to eventually sell the parcel occur.

The University’s $1.96 million investment, taken from the Real Estate Acquisition account for the
Twin Cities campus, will acquire 49 percent of the new limited liability company. United Properties
will be majority owner with an investment of $2.04 million. The purchase is expected by Jan. 8,
2014. The University will also lend the joint venture $8.75 million, to be repaid over 15 years.

Other Board action included:

UMR expansion: Regents approved acquisition of three properties totaling 0.62-acre in Rochester
for future development and expansion of the Rochester campus. The City of Rochester will deduct
the $1.32 million purchase price from sales tax proceeds dedicated to acquiring and improving UMR
facilities.
Core Robotics Lab: The Board approved an amendment to the FY14 Capital Improvement Budget
to allow $900,000 of MnDRIVE-allocated funds to construct a Core Robotics Lab in Nils Hasselmo
Hall for the College of Science and Engineering. The project, which will enhance Minnesota’s
strengths in robotics, sensors and manufacturing, includes 4,300 square feet of renovated space to
replace outdated research areas in Walter Library, Keller Hall, Smith Hall and Mechanical
Engineering.
New leadership: The Board approved the appointment of Dr. Brooks Jackson as the University’s
new dean of the Medical School and vice president for Health Sciences.
Strategic plan update: The Board discussed draft vision, mission and core values statements
developed by the Strategic Planning Workgroup. Once finalized, these elements will inform key
objectives and strategies.
Regents Professors: Regents and President Kaler formally recognized Timothy P. Lodge and
Stephen Polasky, who in June were named Regents Professors – the highest recognition of faculty
the University provides.
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Statement regarding death of University of Minnesota student

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (12/15/2013) —The following is a statement from Danita Brown Young,
Vice Provost for Student Affairs and Dean of Students at the University of Minnesota, regarding a
young man’s body found along the river in Minneapolis this morning.

“On behalf of the University of Minnesota, I extend my deepest sympathies to the family of Jacob W.
Anderson. Jacob was a freshman studying in the College of Liberal Arts on our Twin Cities campus.
We will be reaching out to the Anderson family to offer University support and resources. We are
also working closely with Housing and Residential Life, Boynton Health Service and University
Counseling & Consulting Services to provide counseling, mental health and other support to Jacob's
friends and fellow students at the U. Anyone in need of someone to talk to during this very difficult
time is encouraged to visit mentalhealth.umn.edu for more information or go to University
Counseling and Consulting Services in 340 Appleby Hall between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday to talk to a counselor.”

Raymond Duvall, interim dean of the College of Liberal Arts, made this statement:

"I speak for the entire College of Liberal Arts community in extending our condolences to the family
and friends of Jacob Anderson, who was a student in our college. We share this grief as a
community. Out of this moment of sadness, let’s all make a special effort to watch out for and take
care of each other. "

The following statement was issued by the Beta Chi chapter of Pi Kappa Alpha:

“The members of the Beta Chi chapter of Pi Kappa Alpha are deeply saddened over the loss of our
brother and friend, Jake Anderson.  Jake was an outstanding new member of our fraternity that
provided life to our membership through a constant smile and passion for life. Our thoughts and
prayers are with his family and friends, and our brothers and sisters here at the University of
Minnesota. Anyone seeking to help with arrangements should visit www.giveforward.com to make
donations to assist Jake’s family.  

“Our lives will forever be touched by Jake. For any student struggling with this loss, we encourage
you to reach out to our University Counseling and Consulting Services, as well as the Boynton
Health Service, to speak with a counselor. For more information, visit mentalhealth.umn.edu. 

“The men of Pi Kappa Alpha appreciate the attention and thought being provided to our fallen
brother. Given the significant impact on our chapter and that this is also occurring during Finals
Week, we ask that our privacy be respected. This will allow our members to honor our friend and
focus on finishing our semester academic work.”

This incident is being handled by Minneapolis Police and the Hennepin County Medical Examiner.
Additional media questions should be sent to their offices.
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University of Minnesota estimates autism spectrum disorder
(ASD) in Somali and non-Somali children in Minneapolis
Largest project to date to look at the number and characteristics of Somali children with ASD in any
U.S. community

Media Note: Primary investigator Amy Hewitt, along with members of the research team and a
representative from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) will be available from 1 -
4 p.m. CST today at the African Development Center, 1931 S. 5th St., Minneapolis. Please contact
Steve Henneberry to schedule an interview with Hewitt. For interviews with representatives from
CDC or Minnesota Department of Health (MDH), use contact information listed above. More
information on findings is available here.

Contacts: Steven Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690;
University News Service, unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551; CDC Media Relations,
media@cdc.gov, (404) 639-3286; Scott Smith, Minnesota Department of Health,
scott.smith@state.mn.us, (651) 201-5806

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (12/15/2013) —About 1 in 32 Somali children, ages 7 - 9 in 2010, was
identified as having autism spectrum disorder (ASD) in Minneapolis, according to new data released
today by the University of Minnesota. Somali and White children were about equally likely to be
identified with ASD in Minneapolis. There is no statistically meaningful difference between the two
estimates. Somali and White children were more likely to be identified with ASD than non-Somali
Black and Hispanic children.

The Somali and White estimates from Minneapolis were higher than most other communities where
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) tracks autism spectrum disorder. The project
estimates that 1 in 48 children reviewed in Minneapolis were identified as having ASD.

“We do not know why more Somali and White children were identified as having ASD than Black
and Hispanic children in Minneapolis,” said Amy Hewitt, director of the U of M Research and
Training Center on Community Living and primary investigator on the project. “This project was not
designed to answer these questions, and future research is warranted.”

Somali children with ASD were more likely to also have an intellectual disability (e.g., IQ lower than
70) than children with ASD in all other racial and ethnic groups in Minneapolis, according to the
project findings.

“Future research can and should build upon these findings to better understand how ASD affects
Somali and non-Somali children,” said Hewitt. “This project was not designed to tell us why these
differences exist, but its findings support the need for more research on why and how ASD affects
Somali and non-Somali children and families differently.”

This project also found that the age at first ASD diagnosis was around five years for Somali, White,
Black, and Hispanic children. 

“Children with ASD can be reliably diagnosed around 2 years of age,” said Hewitt. “Further research
must be done to understand why Minneapolis children with ASD, especially those who also have
intellectual disability, are not getting diagnosed earlier.”

To date, this is the largest project to look at the number and characteristics of Somali children with
autism spectrum disorder in any U.S. community. However, these findings are limited to
Minneapolis, and there are challenges in identifying ASD in small, ethnically diverse groups. 

In 2008, the Minnesota Department of Health - responding to the concerns of Somali parents -
conducted a study to find out if Somali children were participating in special education programs for
autism in Minneapolis Public Schools at a higher rate. This project, titled Minneapolis Somali Autism
Spectrum Disorder Prevalence Project, is a next step to the MDH study.

Funded by the CDC, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the non-profit organization Autism
Speaks, the project reviewed more than 5,000 clinical and educational records of children ages 7 - 9
in Minneapolis, during the 2010 calendar year. Analysts from the CDC and Minnesota Department
of Health have verified these findings. The Association of University Centers on Disability also
managed this project.

The table below shows findings by racial/ethnic group.

Group Prevalence
Overall 1 in 48
Somali 1 in 32
White 1 in 36
Black (non-Somali) 1 in 62
Hispanic 1 in 80

Note: The study is unable to report on Asian/Pacific Islanders and Native Americans due to their low
numbers.

“What we know for sure is that children and families living with ASD in Minneapolis continue to need
support and that they are not being identified as early as they could be,” said Hewitt. “These new
findings can be used to make improvements so that all children in Minneapolis are identified and
connected to appropriate services and supports as soon as possible.

We are grateful for the support and participation of the Minneapolis Somali community in making
this project possible.”
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U of M unveils 2013 statistics on student health
Mental health is still No. 1 issue on Twin Cities campus

Contacts: Dave Golden, Boynton Health Service, dgolden@bhs.umn.edu, (612) 626-6738
Steve Henneberry, University News Service, henneberry@umn.edu, (612) 624-1690

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (12/17/2013) —How healthy are University of Minnesota–Twin Cities’
students? According to the 2013 College Student Health Survey, that depends. Mental health
continues to be the No. 1 public health issue on campus, with diagnoses and demand for counseling
services steadily rising. However, students report the lowest tobacco-use rates ever recorded and
high-risk drinking is trending downward.

"Our students are here to succeed academically," said Dr. Gary Christenson, chief medical officer at
Boynton Health Service. "To do so, they need a solid foundation of physical and mental health. This
survey data helps us raise awareness and get people to resources earlier rather than later, and
improve the overall health of the community—and the success of every student."

More than 2,000 UMTC students completed the survey, representing a 34.5% response rate.
Boynton administers the survey every three years, capturing data around key areas that directly
affect the health and academic achievement of students, including nutrition, drug use, personal
safety, and sexual health.

Depression, anxiety top mental health issues
According to this year’s survey, 29.9 percent of students say they’ve been diagnosed with a mental
health condition in their lifetime, up from 27.1 percent in 2010. Those diagnosed in the last 12
months is at 14.3 percent—up three percentage points from three years ago.

"To fulfill our promise of helping students learn and develop, we must pay attention to their health
and well-being," said Ferdinand Schlapper, director of the University’s Boynton Health Service.
"We’re seeing increased stress and demand on our students. It’s critical that we assess if we’re
adequately and effectively addressing these issues."

The most common student stressors include roommate conflict, the termination of a personal
relationship and the death of a loved one. This semester, Boynton has seen almost a 30-percent
increase in new requests for mental health assessments.

"Counseling services across the country recognize that the issues students are presenting now are
at a different level and severity than 20 years ago," Christenson added. "College is a period of
transition where they need to make choices and find balance. They’re going to a whole different
academic world and developing a new social network. Plus, they’re dealing with financial
independence and freedom."

Tobacco use continues to drop
"There is an association between tobacco use and lower Grade Point Average (GPA)," said David
Golden, Boynton’s director of public health and communications. "A variety of data sources indicate
smokers are more likely to get sick more often and miss class, which can affect negatively affect
academic success."

Among 18–24-year-old's, 15.5 percent report using marijuana within the past 30 days—much higher
than the daily tobacco use rate, which is only 1.9 percent (down from 9.8 percent in 1998). Among
tobacco users, 40.7 percent report using marijuana and 61.9 percent engage in high-risk drinking.

High-risk drinking aligns with national rates
Approximately 30 percent of all students engage in high-risk drinking—defined as consumption of
five or more alcoholic drinks at one sitting within the past two weeks. That’s down from 33.5 percent
in 2010 and 36.5 percent in 2007.

"It’s similar to the trend we’re seeing across the country," said Julie Sanem, director of Boynton’s
health promotion. "While this is great news, it’s important to recognize there are negative
consequences associated with alcohol use. For example, nearly 20 percent of students report
missing a class or performing poorly on a test or project."

Students ages 18–24 report the highest levels of high-risk drinking: 35.2 percent in 2013; 41.6
percent in 2007. Just 60.7 percent of all students would "very likely" call 911 for someone passed
out due to alcohol or drug use. However, the percentage of students driving under the influence has
declined—19.5 percent among high-risk drinkers, down from 26.3 percent in 2010 and 32.9 percent
in 2007.

Other notable statistics
Bicycle helmet use is up on campus. Those who never use one is down to 43.7 percent, from 49.4
percent in 2010; and those who always use one is up from 21.1 percent three years ago to 24.8
percent. The percentage of students with more than $20,000 in loan debt is 34.5 percent of fourth-
year undergrads and 51.9 percent of fifth-year-plus undergrads. And for the first time, students were
asked if they text while driving—38.8 percent responded never and 61.2 percent said "sometimes"
or more often.

In addition to data collected on the Twin Cities campus, 28 other institutions across Minnesota also
participated in a comprehensive survey, titled the Minnesota Postsecondary Students Report. In
1995, Boynton was the first college health service in the nation to conduct a campus-wide health
survey, which served as a model for a national survey developed by the American College Health
Association in 1998. Both the Minnesota Postsecondary Students Report and the UMTC report are
available here.

About Boynton Health Service
Boynton Health Service is a multi-disciplinary, ambulatory care clinic with locations on the East Bank
and St. Paul campuses of the University of Minnesota and serves students, staff, and faculty.

Providing approximately 100,000 visits per year, Boynton Health Service helps to keep the
University community healthy and successful in their academics, work, and personal lives. Patients
can access primary, eye, and dental care; mental health services; physical therapy; nutrition
consultation; massage therapy; travel consultations and immunizations; and women’s health care.

In addition, Boynton Health Service serves as a public health service providing outreach programs
for health promotion, direct services, mass immunization clinics for influenza, and employee
wellness programs. According to patient satisfaction surveys, 94 percent of patients surveyed report
they would recommend the provider they saw to someone else and they rated their overall care by
their provider as a 9 on a scale of 1 to 10.
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UMPD Deputy Chief Chuck Miner available at 2 p.m. today

Media Note: Parking options include the Church Street Garage (80 Church St. SE), the 4  Street
Ramp (1625 4  St. SE), or in metered spots adjacent to the Northrop Auditorium and on Pleasant
St. SE.

Who: University of Minnesota Deputy Police Chief Chuck Miner
What: Media availability regarding Sunday’s robbery in the U’s Carlson School of Management
When: 2 to 2:15 p.m. TODAY, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2013
Where: Room 12, Morrill Hall, 100 Church St. SE, Minneapolis 

Contacts: Matt Hodson, University News Service, mjhodson@umn.edu, (612) 625-0552
University News Service, , unews@umn.edu, (612) 624-5551

December 17, 2013

University of Minnesota Deputy Police Chief Chuck Miner will be available to media from 2 to 2:15
p.m. today to discuss the robbery that took place this past Sunday, Dec. 15, in the Carlson School of
Management, along with the University’s ongoing efforts to enhance safety on and around campus.

This is expected to be the University’s only pre-winter break media availability to discuss this crime
and on-campus safety, unless circumstances warrant additional comment.

More information on Sunday’s incident can be found in UMPD’s Crime Alert.
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Can$you$see$the$infrared$galaxy$between$its
radio$jets?$Credit:$radio.galaxyzoo.org

Find black
holes in space
from the
comfort of
your couch
Astronomers launch
new online ‘citizen
science’ project

Contacts: Rhonda
Zurn, College of
Science and
Engineering,
rzurn@umn.edu,
(612) 626-7959
Brooke Dillon,
University News
Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (12/18/2013) —Got a tablet or a laptop? Now you can discover black
holes from the comfort of your couch.

An international group of researchers, including astronomers from the University of Minnesota, have
launched a new "citizen science" project—called Radio Galaxy Zoo (radio.galaxyzoo.org)—that
allows anyone to become a cosmic explorer.

By matching images of the sky in both infrared and radio wavelengths, users can help identify which
galaxies possess active supermassive black holes. The infrared data comes from NASA’s Wide-
Field Infrared Survey Explorer (WISE) satellite, while the radio data is from the Karl G. Jansky Very
Large Array (VLA) in New Mexico. Future images in the project will include data from the ATCA and
ASKAP telescopes in Australia and from the orbiting Spitzer Space Telescope.

A black hole is an object for which gravity is so strong that even light cannot get out. Supermassive
black holes drag in nearby material, growing to billions of times the mass of our sun and
occasionally producing spectacular jets of material traveling nearly as fast as the speed of light.
These jets often can't be detected in visible light, but are seen using radio telescopes.

While this all sounds a little technical, astronomers say getting involved to help identify
supermassive black holes is easy.

"It takes about a minute to learn what to do," said Julie Banfield, an Australian coordinator of the
international project from the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization
(CSIRO). "Then to actually work with the images takes only a few seconds each—perhaps a couple
of minutes for the really tough ones. You just need to match up a couple of pictures and look for
what you think is the galaxy at their center."

University of Minnesota College of Science and Engineering researchers involved on the Radio
Galaxy Zoo science team include physics and astronomy professors Lawrence Rudnick and Lucy
Fortson and postdoctoral researcher Kyle Willett.

"Eventually, we will have up to 20 million radio sources that need classifications," Rudnick said.
"Computers and a few astronomers can take us only so far. Pattern recognition by large numbers of
people will be essential in finding these black holes."

In order to better understand how these black holes form and evolve over time, astronomers need to
observe many of them at different stages of their lifecycles. To accomplish this, astronomers need
help from the public to identify as many black hole/jet pairs as possible and associate them with
their host galaxies. With a large enough sample (from "citizen scientist" classifications), astronomers
can pick out black holes at different stages and build a better picture of their origins.

Individuals who choose to participate will be part of a community of almost a million people who
work in the "Zooniverse"— a set of citizen-science projects covering everything from galaxy shapes
to cancer data to whale songs.

Both the Spitzer Space Telescope and WISE are operated by NASA, while the VLA is operated by
the National Radio Astronomy Observatory. ATCA and ASKAP are operated by the Commonwealth
Scientific Industrial and Research Organisation in Australia.

For more information or to start your classifications, visit radio.galaxyzoo.org.
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Scientists identify how they believe flowering plants evolved to
weather the cold in study to be released in Nature
Researchers create largest evolutionary ‘timetree’ of land plants to investigate traits that permit
survival in cold climates

Contacts: Patty Mattern, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences,
mattern@umn.edu, (612) 625-6599
Brooke Dillon, University News Service, bldillon@umn.edu, (612) 624-2801

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL (12/22/2013) —A team of researchers studying plants has assembled
the largest dated evolutionary tree, using it to show the order in which flowering plants evolved
specific strategies, such as the seasonal shedding of leaves, to move into areas with cold winters.
The researchers, including University of Minnesota professor Peter Reich, will publish their findings
Sunday, Dec. 22 in the journal Nature.

Early flowering plants are thought to have been woody— maintaining a prominent stem above
ground across years and changing weather conditions, such as maple trees—and restricted to
warm, wet tropical environments. But they have since put down roots in chillier climates, dominating
large swaths of the globe where freezing occurs. How they managed this expansion has long vexed
researchers searching for plants’ equivalent to the winter parka.

"Freezing is a challenge for plants. Their living tissues can be damaged. It’s like a plant’s equivalent
to frostbite. Their water-conducting pipes can also be blocked by air bubbles as water freezes and
thaws," said Amy Zanne, the study’s lead author and an assistant professor of biology in the George
Washington University’s Columbian College of Arts and Sciences.

More than 25 scientists with a wide variety of expertise worked together on this study.

"We wanted to understand more about how plants came to have evolved the traits that allow them
to withstand cold," Reich said.

The team of researchers identified three repeated evolutionary shifts they believe flowering plants
made to fight the cold, Reich said. Plants either:

dropped their leaves seasonally, shutting down the pathways that would normally carry water
between roots and leaves;
made skinnier water-conducting pathways, allowing them to keep their leaves (think of pines in
winter) while reducing the risk of air bubbles developing during freezing and thawing, which would
shut down those pathways (the fatter the pathways, the higher the risk); or
avoided the cold seasons altogether as herbs, losing aboveground stems and leaves and retreating
as seeds or storage organs underground, such as tulips or tomatoes.

The researchers also identified the order of evolutionary events. Most often woody plants became
herbs or developed skinnier water-conducting pipes before moving into freezing climates. In
contrast, plants usually began dropping their leaves after moving into freezing climates.

Identifying these evolutionary adaptations and likely paths to them, required the team to build two
robust sets of data. First, researchers created a database of 49,064 species, detailing whether each
species maintains a stem above ground over time, whether it loses or keeps its leaves and the width
of its water-carrying pathways. To these they added whether it is ever exposed to freezing, using
resources from the Global Biodiversity Information Facility and a global climate database. Then,
researchers took that information and combined it with an unprecedented dated evolutionary tree
with 32,223 species of plants, allowing them to model the evolution of species’ traits and climate
surroundings. This "timetree," which can be viewed at OneZoom here, is the most comprehensive
view yet into the evolutionary history of flowering plants.

"Until now, we haven’t had a compelling narrative about how leaf and stem traits have evolved to
tolerate cold temperatures," Zanne said. "Our research gives us this insight, showing us the whens,
hows and whys behind plant species’ trait evolution and movements around the globe."

To build on these findings, researchers will use the massive tree to explore other aspects of the
evolutionary history of plants, especially to examine how plants respond to additional environmental
pressures besides just freezing.

Researchers will use information from the findings in countless other ways as well, Reich says.

"In the near term – say in 10 to 20 years – this kind of information can help us build better models of
what’s going to happen with vegetation in the future as the climate changes," Reich said.

 There could be other possibilities in the longer term, Reich said.

"It may be possible in 50 to 100 years that people can breed cold tolerance in a different way than
we do today," Reich said. "We already do breed for cold tolerance and have for some time, but by
understanding the evolutionary pathways and advantages of the different traits, it might be possible
to use that information at some future date to improve the kind of vegetation we have here."

The team will make available at Dryad the data and tools developed for this study for other
researchers’ use. The National Evolutionary Synthesis Center, National Science Foundation (grant
number EF-0905606) and Australia-based Macquarie University’s Genes to Geoscience Research
Centre funded this study.
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