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in Minnesota High Schools 

VOL. VI DECEMBER, 1918 No. 4 

VISITOR REPRESENTATIVE 
GOES A VISITING 

On a recent trip to district 2, Itasca 
County which includes the towns of 
Coleraine, Bovey, and contiguous ter
ritory the Visitor representative was 
much interested in what the schools 
had accomplished in school garden
ing. For a number of years this dis
trict has employed a gardener though 
it has not attempted to maintain a 
state-aided department of public 
school agriculture. The people of the 
district are largely engaged in mining 
and it has been the purpose of the 
public school to adapt the gardening 
work to the local situation. 

Among the things Superintendent 
J. A. Van Dyke and his co-laborers 
hope to accomplish have been the de
velopment of gardens at home 
through the influence of the garden
ing w_ork which the students are 
taught at school, and the training of 
school pupils in actual gardening 
processes on school garden plots so 
that now and in later years they will 
naturally maintain at their homes 
kitchen gardens that will be of great 
economic, social and civic value. 

The harvesting season was well 
over when the Visitor representative 
saw the gardens but there was every 
evidence of su.ccessful school admin
istration and gardening operations. 
The garden areas are fenced and un
der the control of the school authori
ties and are so popular that it be
comes necessary to enlarge them from 
year to year to supply the demand for 
plots. A greenhouse on the Coleraine 
high school grounds is utilized to fur
nish planting stock for the gardens. 
In order that the work shall be thor
oughly and systematically done and 
that the greatest educational values 
shall be obtained by the pupils, accur
ate records are kept by the student 
and the school. Each student is re
quired to fill out and sign a registra
tion card agreeing to the following 
essential conditions: 

(Continued on page 4) 

BEMIDJI HIGH SCHOOL 
FARM EGG PROJECT 

A representative of the Visitor had 
the pleasure of calling at the Bemidji 
high school not long ago, and among 
other interesting things was impressed 
with the practical poultry work being 
conducted on the ten acre school plot. 
For several years this school plot un
der the care of former Superintend
ent W. P. Dyer, now of this division, 
and former agricultural instructor B. 
M. Gile, now with the State Board 
for Vocational Education, has been 
unique in its plans. 

The plot is a piece of cleared land 
in the edge of the town. On this plot 
are a modest house, a barn and small 
buildings. The soil is representative 
of the neighborhood. The district em
ploys a man and his team throughout 
the year to do all of the teaming such 
as hauling wood, freight, transporting 
pupils, etc., that is needed for the pub
lic schools and also to do the man and 
team work of the school plot. In ad
clition to the ten acres a portion Gf the 
adjacent fair grounds is cropped by 
the .high school. This gives a large 
enough unit to utilize to advantage 
the spare time of the man and team 
and also the work of the school stu
dents. 

Among the enterprises of the school 
farm, the Visitor representative no
ticed particularly the poultry. From 
H. ]. Olin, now in charge of the agri
cultural work of the Bemidji public 
school, he obtained the following 
facts: 

The school has secured two thou
sand fancy one-dozen-egg cartons. 
On the cover are stamped two poul
try cuts, one a white leghorn, and the 
other a barred plymouth rock, and 
the words "Fresh Eggs-Guaranteed." 
On the front panel is printed "Bemidji 
Public Schools, School Farm, Bemidji, 
Minnesota," and on the back panel 
"Selected Fresh Eggs.'' 

Single comb white leghorns and 
barred plymouth rocks are kept .on 

(Continued on page 4) 
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DARKENING ROOM 
FOR STEREOPTICON 

Many schools are planning the in
stallation of motion picture outfits or 
stereopticons. One essentia l factor in 
good projection is a room that is dark. 
In many cases it is well to fit one 
room for projection work and to hold 
all exhibitions there. Motion picture 
projection necessitates the use of one 
room with built-in booth or else the 
use of a portable booth. 

There are two ways of darkening a 
room. The first is the double-shade 
method. Opaque shades are used. 
One shade is fastened inside the cas
ing just above the pulleys. The other 
is fa~tened to the outside casing and 
is made to project three or four inches 
on each side of the window opening. 
The second method is essentially the 
same with the exception that the roll
er is boxed in and at the bottom of 
the window a trough receives the low
er end of the shade. On each casing 
a rabbeted strip about 3 inches wide 
is so hinged that it can be folded back 
out of the way while the shade is be
ing drawn and afterward folded back 
over the edges of the shade to exclude 
the light and to keep th e shade from 
moving. The old way of letting the 
shade run in g.rooves is a poor one 
as any one knows who has seen the 
resulting torn shades. 

NOTE 
In the November Visitor, the Har

vester, The Blazed Trail and Farmers 
of Forty Centuries were classified un
der School and Church. The classi
fication should have been Miscellan
eous. 

AGRICULTURE TEACHERS 
ARE NOW AVAILABLE 

The following letter was recently 
sent to all of the high schools which 
formerly had agriculture men but who 
were forced to give up the work on 
account of so many agriculture teach
ers entering the war: 

"Since the armistice has been 
signed, graduates of the CoUege of 
Agriculture of the University of Min
nesota who had been agricultural in
structors in the public schools, are re
turning to civil life prepared to re. 
sume their work as teachers. Some 
have already arrived at this office and 
many others have written, saying they 
will be ready to accept a teaching 
position as soon as they are dis
charged. It is difficult to say just 
when they will all be demobilized but 
it is quite probable that many will be 
available at the beginning of the sec
ond semester of the current year. The 
world need for max'imum production 
on American farms in 1919 makes it 
very important that every schoo l have 
its agriculture department in opera
tion at the beginning of the coming 
crop season. 

"These men were equipped by train
ing and experience before the war to 
render a great public service by devel
oping agricultural production through 
the public schools. It will be a great 
misfortune if they are a llowed to drift 
into positions of less service to the 
public by the failure .of the public 
schools to reopen their departments 
of agriculture. The public can not 
easily recover from such a loss be
cause it will be some time before the 
colleges will be able to prepare an
other body of men to do this work. 

"The records of these men are on 
file in this office and, while we realize 
that the initiative in opening the de· 
partments of agriculture lies with the 
schools, the Appointments Committee 
wishes to offer its services in estab
lishing communication between school 
authorities and our graduates return
ing from military service who are pre
pared and available for teaching agri· 
culture. 

"Hoping you will feel free to com
municate with us, we remain, 

"Sincerely yours, 
"Appointments Committee, 

"University Farm." 

W. F. Gardiner, agriculture teacher 
at Cannon Falls, Lester Peel of 
Warren, V. E. Nylin of Lake City 
called r ecently at the Visitor office. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 
Productive Dairying, R. M. Wash

burn Professor of Dairy Husbandry, 
Uni;ersity of Minnesota. The author 
states his purpose in writing the book 
as follows: "This book was written 
for use in high schools, schools of 
agriculture, general courses, rural con
solidated schools and for the many 
studious young · farmers who have 
been deprived of systematic agricul
tural education." J . B. Lippincott 
Company. Price $1.75. 1917. 

Elementary Agriculture for Alberta 
Schools, James McCaig. As its. name 
implies this is a text for use 111 the 
elementary grades of the Alberta, 
Canada, schools. W. J. Gage & Com
pany, Limited, Toronto, Canada. No 
price given. 1915. 

------
VISUAL INSTRUC-

TION MATERIALS 
Agriculture teachers desiring _large 

bromide enlargements of farm am~als 
for class use and for room decoratiOn 
should write to T. J. Horton, photog
rapher, University ~arm, St. Paul, for 
information and pnces. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR CABINET 

The following details should be kept 
in mind in constructing the cabinet, a 
cut of which appears herewith. The 
cupboard top is free from the b~se. 
It is fitted with sliding doors havmg 
ball bearing sheaves and track. One 
door is fitted with an eagle No. 2001 
combination lock. The otlier with 
either lo·ck or a common cupboard 
catch. The drawers have projected 
chamfered fronts, tight bottoms and 
are locked by an automatic tor:king 
device controlled by the two middle 
drawers of the top row which are in 
turn locked by combination locks. 
The drawers should be fitted with 
card frames or holders and pulls or 
card holder pulls. The top may be 
built up of birch or some soft wood. 
The strips should be doweled and 
glued, with grain opposed. The t_op 
should be attached to the base With 
wood buttons and screws to provide 
for expansion and contraction. Top 
should have acid proof finish. 

The remainder of the case may be 
stained and oiled, or sta in ed, shel
laced and wax'ed. 
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A CABINET FOR AGRICULTURE ROOMS 
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4 THE VISITOR 
Visitor Representative Goes 

a Visiting 
(Continued from page 1) 

1. A pupil of the public schools 
above the fourth grade. 

2. Each one signing the registra
tion card agrees to appear for 
school garden work when called 
upon by the director of the gardens 
not to exceed three times per week, 
nor for a longer period on one day 
than two hours. 

3. Any member of the class who 
is absent three times without ex
cuse, shall forfeit his righ i to gar
den privileges for the season. 

4. Seeds and the use of tools will 
be furnished free to the members 
of the garden classes. The prod
uce shall belong to the pupil culti
vating the same, except such as may 
be reserved by the school for ex
hibit purposes. 

5. Pupils shall render such light 
service free as they may be called 
upon to perform in caring for ex
periment beds and planting. 

At or near the close of the sea
son public exhibits of school garden 
products may be held. 

At the close of the season a small 
certificate will be given each pupil 
who has done commendable garden 
work. A large certificate will be 
given each pupil who has completed 
three years of garden work in a sat
isfactory manner, one year of which 
must be in the seventh or eighth 
grade. 
This must be approved in writing by 

the parent. Each student is given a 
blue print of the garden planting sys
tem which he is required to follow. 
This IS uniform for all students in 
a given grade. Each student is 
furnished a daily record book pre
pared by the United States Bureau 
of Education which he is required to 
keep. For his home garden each stu
dent is required to draw a plan and 
hand in before the first of April with 
a written statement containing lists 
of seeds and varieties of vegetables 
to be used, time planting is to be 
done, method of planting, lists of 
plants to come from the greenhouse 
or hot bed; and ideas regarding ar
rangements. Names of suitable books 
and bulletins are given to each pupil. 

':the district made arrangements to 
furnish pupils for home use fruit trees, 
small fruits, ornamental shrubs, and 
packets of flower seeds at a very 
small expense and vegetable and flow
er seeds for the school gardens free, 
the latter to be planted as direct.ed by 

the school gardener. The school also 
furnished to patrons a list of nursery 
stock which could be obtained through 
the school gardener at very low prices. 

The certificates issued are attractive 
and much appreciated by the students. 

Bem\dji High School Farm 
Egg Project 

(Continued from page 1) 
the school farm. White and brown 
eggs are sold in separate cartons. 
Dirty eggs are washed and small eggs 
are sold at a reduced price. Thirty 
of these cartons fit into a thirty dozen 
egg case. A local grocer handles the 
eggs and pays the retail price. This 
more than pays for the extra cost of 
the cartons, and the customer gets 
eggs guaranteed to be not over five 
days old. Next summer infertile eggs 
will be put on the market. The last 
of October fifty-five cents per dozen 
was the prevailing price for the eggs 
and the demand far exceeded the sup
ply. 

There IS a model poultry house 
15x30 with two pens and the capacity 
is now being doubled. In this new ad
dition there will be two breeding pens, 
a feed and packing room, and below 
an incubator cellar, 15x15. The work 
of construction is being done with the 
assistance of the manual training in
structor. 

Their motto is, "A fancy guaran
teed product pays." 

The Bemidji public school cooper
ates with the South Beltrami County 
Farm Bureau, the Beltrami County 
Poultry Association, and the Bemidji 
Commercial Club in holding an annual 
poultry, potato and corn show at the 
City Hall. The fourth of these ex" 
hibits, set for November 14, 15, and 
16, contained in its premium list elev
en classes of chickens besides addi
tional classes in eggs, turkeys, ducks, 
geese and pet stock. Special premiums 
were given for the Boys' and Girls' 
poultry show. The potato premium 
list shows the score card to be used 
and many premiums for each of eight 
different classes besides a sweepstakes 
for the best peck. The corn exhibits 
were limited to the 1918 season and 
four premiums were offered for each 
of seven varieties. The dinner was 
furnished by the Bemidji Commercial 
Club and served by the domestic sci
ence students of the public schools. 

N. G. Bolcom, the present superin
tendent, is in full sympathy with the 
public school agriculture work and is 
maintaining the Bemidji standards. 
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