


A . UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

Amplatz Children's Hospital 

Extraordinary Patients 
Deserve Extraordinary Care 

We've got something to celebrate! 

US. N ews & World Report recognizes University of Minnesota Amplatz 

Children's Hospital as one of the nation's best children's hospitals and 

ranks it in six medical specialty areas: cancer, diabetes and endocrinology, 

gastroenterology, neonatology, neph rology and urology. University of 

Minnesota Amplatz Children's Hospital has special appreciation for its team 

of more than 200 phys icians, nurses, researchers and staff that helped to 

achieve these prestigious national rankings. Together, they demonstrate the 

advantages of an academic medical center within a fami ly-centric facility. 

Extraordinary care offered by the 
team at University of Minnesota 
Amplatz Children's Hospital includes: 

• Dedicated pediatric physicians and other 

providers in more than 50 specialties, including 

heart, cancer, diabetes, neonatology, surgery 

and transplant 

• Child-family life specialists that help children 

and fami lies cope with hospitalization and 

medical procedures 

• An innovative faci li ty for mothers and children 

on one campus 

• A 24/7 pediatric-only emergency department 

• Minnesota's only pediatric kidney center 
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President and CEO 

Now Serving GenU 

W ho does the University ofMilmesota Alunmi Associa
tion serve? The answer seems obvious: alunmi. But 
what does that mean at a university with more than 

400,000 living graduates? 
This summer I had the opportunity to listen to several 

thought leaders in alumni relations at conferences I've attend
ed. One said that Gen Y is the most important demographic 
that we can engage. Yet another spoke about women being the 

most influential segment. 
The most recent speaker 
said that baby boomers 
are the generation of the 
future for alumni associa
tions. 

In the spirit of trying 
to be all things to all peo
ple, who are the Alumni 
Association's key con
stituents? Gen Y, women, 
baby boomers? The Phil Esten ( Ph.D. '03) 

is president and CEO 
of the University of 
Minnesota Alumni 
Association. 

answer is ... all of the above. You, our 
alumni and members, aren't a "market 
segment." You're part of a larger commu-

WALSER COMMERCIAL 
Walser Commercial brings the strength 

of a 50-year-old company to the fleet 

and commercial customer. We have the 

manufacturer relationships and 

experience which make us the partner 

of choice in the Twin Cities. We can get 

your company any vehicles you need, 

including company sedans and light 

trucks. Whether your company is big or 

small , you get all the advantages of the 

Twin Cities' most experienced 

commercial and fleet consultants. 

CALL 952-345-4034 OR 
GO TO WALSERCOMMERCIAL.COM 

nity-alumni and friends of the University of Minnesota-with 
a common point of reference and pride, no matter your age, 
gender, or other demographic distinction. 

Much the way cities are segmented into neighborhoods with 
distinct characteristics, we all share a pride and level of respon
sibility for preserving and ensuring the future of our city. We are 
all proud of our neighborhoods-our parks, schools, and locally 
owned business-but they all make up a much larger community. 
At times we can learn essential lessons from how one neighbor
hood best serves its residents or handles a challenging situation, 
but in the end it's in the interest of the larger community. 

University of Minnesota alumni are not much different. 
There are times that we must focus on certain demographics or 
generational data to best inform how we can serve our broader 
community-all alumni. At the end of the day, our most impor
tant constituent is the one we are serving at the moment. 

Thank you all for your ongoing support of the University of 
Minnesota Alumni Association and the heart of our community, 
the University of Minnesota. 

Enjoy Minnesota. 

Reach 
Higher 

Professional development 
short courses and certificates 

Advance your career with 
the U of tv1 College 

of Continuing Educat ion. 

Topics incl ude project management, 
huma n resources, communica t ions, 

leadership, finance, and more. 

Register • Catalog • More Info 
cce.umn.edu/adva nce 

Inform ati on Center: 612-624-4000 

Celebrating a Century of Excellence 

COLLEGE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION 
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Minnesota's Best 
Golf Deals 

18 HOLES WITH CART, 
SEPTEMBER 3-CLOSING 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 

FRIDAY -SUNDAY 

j~\ 
I~-- ' BOOK NOW! 

Gi3nts Ridge Gs~~!!~~rid~!~~!:Y8~!!5!~2~6 
BIWABIK, MINNESOTA toplanyourentlregolfvacation! 



When you include a gift to 

the University of Minnesota 

in your estate plan, you 

ensure a personal 

legacy while helping 

student-athletes tackle one 

of life's toughest challenges 

-getting a college degree. 

To find out how you can 

give future student-athletes 

a winning chance, call 

U of M Foundation Planned 

Giving at 612-624-3333 or 

email plgiving@umn.edu . 
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Where members are ambassadors 

The University ofMinnesota Alumni Association 
fosters a lifelong spirit ofbelongingand pride by connecting 

alumni, students, and friends to the UniversityofMinnesota and each other. 
The Alumni Association advocates for the University and its alumni 

with a credible, independent, and collaborative voice. 
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The University of Minnesota Alumni Associat ion is committed to the policy that all persons 
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nat ional origin, handicap, age, veteran status, or sexual orientation. 



The GORMAN CENTER 
for FINE DENTISTRY 

Creating 

Peifectly Natural 

Smiles 

Steven A. Gorman DDS, AAACD Schedule yo ur complimentary consultation. 

drstevegorman.com - 651.483.5134 
Dr. Steve Gorman is an Accredited Member of I ~ American Academy 
the American Academy of Cosmet1c Dentistry of Cosmetic Dentistry• 

ACCREDITED MEMBER 
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From small gestures l1ke help1ng a ne1gl1bor clean the gutters to topping national lists of civ1c 

engagement and charitable giv1ng. Minnesotans show a remarkable generosity of sp1rit . Mmnesota 

Commun1ty Foundation helps people across the state turn that generosity mto real impact. 
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Editor's Note 

There Is No Path 
" I t is unwise to wake a sleeping octogenarian." 

This friendly warning came to me in an e-mail in early July. I quickly learned 
that the sender, alumnus John Amberg (M.D. '49), was spot on. The day before, 

our staff had sent an e-mail to several thousand University of Minnesota alumni who 
had earned degrees from the U in the 1950s and earlier with a simple request: "Do you 
remember the University of Minnesota trolley? Send us your memories." 

We were preparing to publish this issue's historical article on the intercampus trolley 
that connected the St. Paul farm campus with the main Minneapolis campus from 1914 
to 1954. I figured that if we were lucky we'd receive a few dozen responses. 

But it was as if these alumni had just been waiting to be asked. Amberg sent me not 
only his memories, but a photo of the longtime conductor and an outline of the trolley's 
fare structure. More photos and memories flowed in from other alumni, and within 

Pictured in the Gopher 
annual , a team of 
horses broke sod on the 
Minneapolis campus 
in 1914 to build the 
intercampus trolley line. 

days nearly 100 had hit reply, rem
iniscing about the streetcar that 
whisked them to class and jobs, 
took them to meet dates, or pro
vided a means of escape during 
college pranks. We've posted many 
of these memories on our website 
to accompany our story, "Recalling 
the Trolley" (see page 38). 

Reading and editing the messages, however, I was rewarded 
with more than fond memories of campus from 60 years ago. 
An undeniable theme seemed to run through the minds of 
many of the senders. It began with an epigram by Spanish poet 
Antonio Machado included at the end of one sender's e-mail: 

"Caminante, no hay camino, se hace camino al andar." 
Translation: "Traveler, there is no road; you make your path as you walk." 
As long as humans have been spinning aphorisms, someone has been jotting them 

down and preserving them in stone or ink-and now at the bottom of e-mails. 
Spanish poets seemed to be a favorite among our alumni, with this adage from George 

Santayana: 
"There is wisdom in turning as often as possible from the familiar to the unfamiliar: It 

keeps the mind nimble, it kills prejudice, and it fosters humor." 
Another ended her e-mail with a passage from a speech by Frederick Douglass: 
"If there is no struggle there is no progress. Those who profess to favor freedom and yet 

deprecate agitation are men who want crops without plowing up the ground." 
And these words from Albert Einstein stood out: 
"Imagination is more important than information." 
Why do we collect quotes like these and then engrave them on buildings and tack 

them at the end of e-mails? (I myself have an Eleanor Roosevelt quote on a magnet in my 
office that reads, "Do one thing every day that scares you.") I've decided that these are 
not the maxims we live by, but what we eternally try to convince ourselves we should 
live by. We believe the words to be true, yet we have been trained to conform, stay on the 
track, know our place, and mind the rules. We fear making our own path, turning to the 
unfamiliar, plowing up the earth, or valuing imagination over data. 

But those who break new paths and struggle for progress are those we want to fol
low-and whom many of us aspire to be. They're the people who improve our lives and 
change our understanding of the world. In Minnesota, we seek out those stories, and 
you'll find some of them inside this issue. • 

Shelly Fling is editor ofMinnesota. She may be reached at fling003@umn.edu. 
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Take advantage of historically low interest rates and experience all the benefits of 

working with a leading national lender and top local real estate professionals. You 
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of Minnesota Alumni Association build a brighter future for the U of M. Visit us at 
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The apple is 
self-explanatory, 
since Minnesota 

is famous for 
inventing 

new apples 
like the sweet 
Honeycrisp, 
or the less

successful Ultra
Puckertart, which 
caused the inside 

of your cheeks 
to slam together 

while you chewed. 
'America's most 

painful new fruit,' 
I believe the 
reviews said. 

-Star Tribune 
humor columnist 

James Lileks reflecting 
on the University of 

Minnesota's recently 
released list of the 
"Top 10 Plants that 

Changed Minnesota." 

Nowwecan 
get on to doing 
some science! 
-Assad Aboobaker, 

a post-doctoral 
researcher 

attheU, 
quoted in the Star 

Tribune after a 
$500,000 telescope 

went missing on a trip 
from Minnesota to 

Antarctica 
but later showed up 
unharmed at a Texas 

truck wash. 
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Tacos to Co 

Jeffrey Pilcher, University of Minnesota 
professor of Mexican history, has searched 
the world for tacos, finding them nearly 
everywhere. In Britain, they were served with 
baked beans. In France, they tasted like coq 
au vin. In China, tortillas were made of rice. 
Pilcher wondered, How did the taco conquer 
the world? 

As he explains in his new book, Planet 
Taco: A Global History of Mexica n Food, 
Pilcher expected to learn that Mexico's 
ancient food traditions, traced to the 
Aztecs, were appropriated, sanitized, and 
globalized by American corporations. 
Instead, he discovered two surprising 
agents of what he calls "globalization 
from below." 

The taco was invented in the late 1800s as 
rural Mexicans flooded Mexico City looking 
for work in the industrializing economy. 
Women brought their recipes and sold 
corn-based snacks- antojitos- but not a taco 
among them until about 1890, when the word 
first appeared in print. 

"Suddenly, in lO or 20 years, it is 
everywhere;' Pilcher says. "There's a taco 
shop on practically every corner in the 
working class parts of the city." 

Pilcher believes the snack may have been 
popular with silver miners, who gave it the 

Spanish name for "plug;' for the small charges 
of gunpowder wrapped in paper and jammed 
in drill holes to blast out ore. "Wrap some hot 
sauce in a tortilla instead of paper and it sort 
oflooks like a stick of dynamite;' Pilcher says. 
"One of the first versions of 'taco' that appears 
in Mexico City, right around 1900, was called 
taco de minero-miner's taco." 

The snack spread to the Spanish-speaking 
southwestern United States, and Glen Bell's 
Taco Bell introduced tacos to Anglo tastes 
in the 1950s. Pilcher says he expected that 
Bell's franchises spread the taco around the 
world, but the Taco Bell craze stopped at U.S. 
borders. 

Instead, two surprising evangelists spread 
the gospel of taco. First were U.S. soldiers 
who loved Mexican food in the Southwest 
and took their appetite for tacos to military 
bases worldwide. Second were surfers, who 
chased an endless summer of surfing to coasts 
around the globe. 

"There's globalization from above, which 
everyone says is bad," says Pilcher, who has 
published widely on the history of food and 
culture, identity, equality, and capitalism. "But 
then there's globalization from below-just 
ordinary people moving around, taking their 
tacos with them." 

- Greg Breining 



Not to Be Taken for Granted 

The UniversityofMinnesota community 
gathered on Northrop Mall July 20 to 
mark the sesquicentennial of the signing 
of the Morrill Act of 1862, the statute 
that established land grant colleges, 
including Minnesota's only public research 
university. 

Funding for land grant schools came 
from the sale of federal lands, with the 
money benefiting the states. States accepting 
this funding were required "to promote 
the liberal and practical education of the 
industrial classes in the several pursuits 
and professions oflife." The Morrill Act 
and subsequent federal legislation that 
established agricultural research sites, 
historically black colleges, education for 
Native Americans, and oceanic-related 

Abe Lincoln, played by U student 
Michael Fell, made an appearance on 
Northrop Mall to commemorate the 
signing of the Morrill Act. Fell, a junior 
in the U of M/ Guthrie Theater BFA 
Actor Training Program, will study at 
London's Globe Theatre this fall. 

grant colleges became established, this 
new perspective-that higher education 
should not be for the professional and 
wealthy classes only, but also for people 
of promise no matter their backgrounds
became widely accepted. 

"Ironically, more than a century later, 
however, these ideals are apt to be so 
much taken for granted throughout higher 
education that some may have almost 
forgotten how innovative they were in the 
1860s;' Pflaum says. 

This fall, an exhibition based on material 
from the collections ofthe University Archives 
examines the ongoing question of how the U of 
M should fulfill its role as a land grant institution. 
For the Common Good runs September 10 through 
November 30 in the Atrium Gallery of the Elmer L. 

research helped democratize higher education in America. 
According to University historian Ann Pflaum, while the 1862 

Morrill Act was momentous, its significance wasn't immediately 
realized as public attention was distracted by the Civil War, the 
Homestead Act, the Emancipation Proclamation, and, especially 
in Minnesota, the U.S.- Dakota War (which occurred six weeks 
after the Morrill Act signing). Later in the 19th century, as land 

Andersen Library. For more information call612-625-9825 or go 
to andersen.lib.umn.edu. 

w ww. M in neso taAI u m n i.o r g 

To learn about more events celebrating our land grant roots
and to watch a video of a Great Conversation between University 
President Eric Kaler and Syracuse University Chancellor Nancy 
Cantor about the challenges facing the 21st century university-go 
to www.landgrantlSO.umn.edu. - Shelly Fling 
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- :Pollowing the Sun 

The University of Minnesota solar car sped into St. Paul at 60 miles per hour July 21 after an eight-day, 
1,600-mile race through the eight states bordering the Great Lakes. Centaurus Ill (pictured here) took fifth 
place out of 11 teams. The U's Solar Vehicle Project involved 40 College of Science and Engineering students 
who logged 50,000 hours over the past year designing the aerodynamic vehicle. The team has existed since 
1991. The 3-by-6-foot Centaurus Ill weighs less than 400 pounds and averaged about 26 miles per hour. 

Campus Radio Turns 100 

Sometime during 1912, a strange 
apparatus appeared on the roof 
of the University of Minnesota's 
electrical engineering building. It 
was a series of cables suspended 
horizontally between two metal 
towers that carried the signals 
from the U's first experiments 
with "wireless" telegraphy. Only 
a small number of radio experimenters heard the 
Morse Code that emanated from the ante1ma, but 
the legacy of station 9XI carries on today at Radio K, 
the U's student-run station. 

The University's foray into radio took a 
brief hiatus when a government order silenced 
transmissions during World War I. Following the 
Armistice, 9XI returned to the air with agricultural 
reports and weather forecasts. In January 1922, 
the dots and dashes gave way to voice and music 
broadcasts as WLB, its programming dominated by 
lectures from U professors, concerts, and Gopher 
football. 

In the 1940s, WLB's call letters switched 
to KUOM. When a polio epidemic shut down 
Minnesota's schools in 1946, KUOM launched the 
Minnesota School of the Air to reach homebound 

The 9XI control 
room in 1920 

children, and the program 
became a classroom staple for 
several generations. 

While KUOM was broadcast 
throughout much of Minnesota, 
another station with far less 
reach took to the ai r in U 
dorms in the late 1940s. The 
student-run WMMR played 
Top 40 tunes and had a sizable 
on-campus listenership. 

In 1993, the U's administration was threatening 
to sell offKUOM when WMMR's student manager, 
Jim Musil (B.A. '98), proposed a solution: merge 
WMMR and KUOM. The result was Radio K. The 
station, still managed by students, plays an eclectic 
mix of independent music with a heavy focus on 
Minnesota-based artists. 

The current generation of Radio K students 
plan to celebrate the U's radio centennial this fall. 
Senior Caleigh Sou han, Radio K's student program 
directm~ says "by holding steadfast to our fiercely 
independent roots, Radio K creates a community 
of passionate broadcasters committed to 
representing the best in truly independent music." 

-Jim duBois 

For more on the history of broadcasting at the U and throughout Minnesota, 
visit www.accessminnesotaonline.com. 
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President 
K.aleron 
Penn State 

University of Minnesota 
President Eric Kaler 
issued a statement on 
July 23 in response to 
NCAA sanctions against 
Penn State. "First and 
foremost, we express 
our sincere sorrow for 
the individuals and their 

harmed in unimaginable 
ways, and our thoughts 
are with them;' he said. 

Expressing support 
for the sanctions 
imposed by the NCAA 
and the Big Ten Council 
ofPresidents and 
Chancellors, Kaler called 
Penn's State's situation 
"a cautionary tale for 
all of us. The culture 
ofbig-time college 
sports must never 
supersede a culture 
of safety, compliance, 
transparency, and 
accountability on our 
campuses." He reminded 
the U community that 
any employee who 
witnesses a sexual 
assault on campus, or a 
sexual assault involving 
U employees on or off 
campus, is expected 
to immediately report 
the incident to law 
enforcement. 

"No university 
program or official is 
more important than the 
safety of individuals on 
our campuses, especially 
children. The U will 
support any employee 
who reports a suspected 
crime in good faith!' 





TIME FOR BIODIVERSITY 

In the first-ever long-term analysis of plant 
biodiversity, a University of Minnesota 
researcher has determined that prairies, forests, 
and cropland are more productive over time 
when a large number of plant species are 
present. The research, led by Regents Professor 
Peter Reich in the Department of Forest 
Resources, found that over a 14-year span, all 
16 species in the study's most diverse plots 
contributed more and more each year to higher 
soil fertility and biomass production. The study 
also demonstrated that different species have 
different ways to acquire water, nutrients, and 
carbon. Previous studies of the relationship 
between biodiversity and productivity have 
been shorter term, typically about two years. 

Researchers said the findings demonstrate 
that the effects of biodiversity loss on 
ecosystems are more complex, severe, and 
unpredictable than previously thought. 

The study was published in the May 4 edition 
of the journal Science. 
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A CATALYST FOR 
COST-SAVINGS 

An international team 
led by a researcher in the 
University of Minnesota's 
College of Science 
and Engineering has 
made a breakthrough 
in developing a faster 
catalyst for the production 
of gasoline, plastics, 
biofuels, pharmaceuticals, 
and other chemicals. The 
team was led by Michael 
Tsapatsis, professor of 
chemical engineering and 
materials science. 

The new catalyst, made 
of ultra-thin nanosheets of 
the microporous mineral 
zeolite, gives molecules 
fast access to where 
chemical reactions occur. 
With faster catalysts 
available at no extra cost to 
the producer, production per 
manufacturing dollar will 
increase. Consumer costs 
would drop as a result of 
higher output. 

The discoveries of both 
the catalyst and the ultra-
thin zeolite nanosheets 
are licensed by Argilex 
Technologies, a University of 
Minnesota start-up company. 
The development of the new 
catalyst is complete and ready 
for customer testing. 

The research was 
published in the June 29 issue 
of Science. 

REDUCING HEART 
RISK, NATURALLY 

Researchers from the 
University of Minnesota's 
Medical School and School of 
Public Health have discovered 
an enzyme that, at high levels, 
can dramatically reduce 
the risk of cardiovascular 
disease in people with low 
HDL cholesterol. Dr. Jordan 
Holtzman, professor of 
pharmacology and medicine 
in the Medical School, was the 
lead author. 

The enzyme, glutathione 
peroxidase, or GPx3, helps 

the body naturally repair 
itself. Researchers found 
that patients with low 
levels of HDL-the "good" 
cholesterol-and high 
levels of GPx3 were six 
times less likely to develop 
cardiovascular disease than 
people with low levels of 
both. However, in patients 
with high levels of HD L, high 
levels of GPx3 did not make a 
signincant difference. 

The research was 
published in the June 15 issue 
ofPLoSOne. 

FLEXIBLE CANCER 
SCREENING WORKS 

Screening for colon cancer 
is effective using 
sigmoidoscopy, a less 
invasive method than 
colonoscopy, according 
to the results of the nrst 
randomized U.S. trial 
of the procedure. The 
University of Minnesota 
was one of 10 testing 
sites for the prostate, 
lung, colorectal, and 
ovarian cancer screening 
trial and enrolled 29,000 
participants in the study. 
Timothy Church, a 
professor in the School 
of Public Health, was 



the University's principal 
investigator. 

The trial ran from 1993 
through 2001 and included 
154,900 people ages 55 to 74. 
Participants were randomly 
assigned to either a flexible 
sigmoidoscopy screening 
group or a control group that 
only received screening if 
they asked for it or when their 
physician recommended it. 
The sigmoidoscopy group 
participants were screened 
once when they entered the 
study and again three to &ve 
years later. 

Researchers found 
that participants who 
were screened using 
sigmoidoscopy had a 21 
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A micrograph of 
zeolite crystals 

percent lower incidence of 
colorectal cancer overall 
and a 26 percent lower 
rate of colo rectal cancer 
mortality than participants 
in the other group. 

A sigmoidoscopy 
examines the lower colon 
using a thin, flexible, tubelike 
instrument. The procedure 
has fewer side effects, 
requires less preparation, and 
poses a lower risk of bowel 
perforation than colonoscopy, 
which uses a similar but 
longer tube to view the entire 
colon. 

The results of the trial 
appear online in the May 21 
issue of the New England 
Journal of Medicine. 

SUBURBS ARE SUMMER SINKS 

Trees, shrubs, and other vegetation in suburban 
areas play a beneficial role in helping offset 
emissions of carbon dioxide (C02), a greenhouse 
gas, according to research from the University of 
Minnesota's Institute on the Environment and the 
University of California Santa Barbara (UCSB). 

Cities and suburbs are net emitters of C02 
because of fossil fuel emissions. But researchers 
Emily Peters, a postdoctoral fellow at the 
University of Minnesota, and UCSB colleague Joe 
McFadden discovered that during the summer 
suburban greenery acted as a C02 sink, absorbing 
enough to balance out fossil fuel emissions in 
the St. Paul neighborhood where the study was 
conducted. Peak daily uptake was at the low end of 
that which would be typical of a hardwood forest in 
the region. 

The study IS the first to show how much 
vegetation can change the seasonal pattern of 
suburban C02 exchange. It was funded by NASA 
and is a first step toward quantifying the role of 
vegetation in extensively developed areas such as 
suburbs, which are growing rapidly in the United 
States. 

The research was published in thE' July 4 
Journal of Geophysical Research-Biogeosciences. 

(§> Discoveries is edited by Cynthia Scott. University of 
Minnesota Alumni Association members may access many of the 
journals that publish these studies through the Libraries Online 
member benefit. Go to www.MinnesotaAlumni.org/Libraries. 

Fa l l 2 01 2 MINNESOTA 1S 



THE ROAD THROUGH ADOLESCENCE 
How my daughter and I survived her early teen years 

ugust 2004. Early dusk. I pulled 
the car up to the curb across from 
the house and began opening my 
door. 

"Dad? Do you mind if I ask 
you something?" 

It was my daughter, Emma, 
16. We'd been out for a driving 
lesson; in a couple of weeks she 
hoped to take the exam and get 

her license. Beginning earlier that spring, we'd gone out a few 
evenings a week so that, permit in hand, she could explore the 
quieter byways of St. Paul. In the large parking lot behind a local 
high school, I'd instruct Emma in the finer points ofk-turns, paral
lel parking, backing out of a blind drive. 

I offered a minimum of criticism and a maximum of encourage
ment-lots of"That's right. Now you're getting it!" Knowing how 
much it rattles even an experienced driver when a passenger barks 
out directions or overreacts to the inevitable close shave, I made a 
point of keeping my voice low and cool. 

Now, back at the house, Emma remained in the passenger 
seat-we'd switched spots when we stopped for an ice cream on 
the way home. Facing her window, she finally said, "Dad? Do you 
mind ifi ask you something?" 

"Of course not." 
She paused, still looking out the window, her face occluded 

from my view. 

"What is it?" I coaxed. 
"Do you think-do you think you've changed over the past three 

years?" 
Not quite catching her drift yet, I answered in a lighthearted 

fashion. Sure, I'd changed, I replied. We're all changing all the 
time. 

"I know that," she said diffidently. "But I mean, do you think 
you've changed?" 

By now, I sensed where this was going. "Why do you ask, 
honey?" 

She lowered her head and bit her lip. "Because," she began 
slowly, almost inaudibly, then gave a deep sigh. "Because, well, you 
know, three years ago I used to really-I really used to hate you, but 
now I -now you know I kind of-kind oflike you!' She dropped her 
head still further, "and even kind of respect you, I guess." 

I gently pulled the driver's side door closed. "As I said, honey, 
it's true-I have changed a little. But what's really happened is that 
you've changed a lot." She turned and looked at me. "And that's just 
the way it's supposed to be." 

Three years earlier, in November 2001. It was getting on to 9 in the 
evening and I was stretched out on the chaise longue in the living 
room, trying to pay attention to what was on TV. It had been a few 
days since surgery on my right ankle. If all went well, I would regain 
almost full mobility. In the meantime, I was to stay off that foot, now 
trapped inside a heavy cast, and take prescription pain medication, 
which caused alternating spells of hot flashes and feverish chills. 

ESSAY BY RICH BRODERICK // ILLUSTRATION BY HADLEY HOOPER 
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It was at this juncture that Emma, 13, came into the living room 
and lay down on the couch. "I'm going to watch some TV to help 
me go to sleep," she announced. She stretched an arm toward 
me. "Give me that blanket;' referring to the heap by my side that 
only a few moments earlier had been pulled up to my chin while 
I shivered through an episode of chills. 

Why can't you come and get it yourself, I wondered, but instead 
rolled the blanket up and tossed it to her. "Just so you know you're 
going to have to give it back to me when I get chilled again." 

She did not respond and within minutes was asleep, the blanket 
cuddled around her. Soon, she stirred and mumbled that she was 
going to bed. She rose from the couch and headed toward her 
bedroom, blanket in tow. 

"Emma!" I called out. "Don't go off with that blanket!" 
Wordlessly, she continued on her way. 
"Emma! Come back here! Bring back that blanket!" 
By now, she was all the way to her bedroom. I called out to her 

again, and again, vexed by the combination of her defiance and my 
incapacity to do anything about it but yell. "Bring the blanket out 
here NOW!" I bellowed. 

At long last, she emerged from the bedroom and appeared in 
front of me. "Selfish!" she hissed, tossing the blanket in my face 
before stomping off to bed. 

How my teenage daughter and I navigated the territory that led 
from this kind of all-too-frequent demonstration ofhostility to her 
touching revelation that evening three years later is a tale of instruc
tion and self-instruction, of mutual growth and acceptance, and of 
faith and patience. I certainly don't take entire credit for the good 
feelings that exist between us now. But in trying to find my way I 
did apply a few guiding principles, none of them derived, I might 
add, from any of the countless books and articles designed to help 
parents "cope" with their teenagers. 

None of this came naturally to me, having had no role model to 
draw upon. My father died after a brief illness when I was 14. At 15, 
I was the responsible male in the house, helping to raise my two 
sisters, earning money to· help support us all, keeping track of my 
younger brother, and-oh, yes-completing high school and going 
to college. Overwhelmed with problems on many fronts, my mother 
turned to me as confidante and shoulder to cry on. Instead of her 
offering me advice or supervision, I found myself counseling her. 

Clearly if I was going to provide parental guidance to my 
daughter, I was going to have to improvise. 

One of the first principles I applied was cribbed from my 
Catholic upbringing. "Faith follows form," the Church advises 
people who find themselves afflicted by doubt. In other words, 
continue to engage in the rituals and ceremonies of your faith and 
in all likelihood, your faith will be restored. In applying this to my 
daughter, I figured that ifl were able, somehow, to convince her 
to treat me respectfully no matter what her true feelings in that 
moment, maybe over time she would come to feel some degree 
of actual respect for me. If nothing else, our interactions would 

be more positive and it has always been my experience that it's 
hard to go on detesting a person with whom you have a history of 
positive interactions. 

The second principle was to appeal to her own self-interest. 
I worked up a little mantra that I would repeat in a calm voice 
whenever her approach to me for some favor was characterized 
by insolence and disgust. 

For example, on such an occasion I might say, "Emma, ask 
yourself: What is it you are trying to achieve right now, and what 
is the best way of achieving it? Are you more likely to succeed in 
getting me to give you $15 to go to a movie with your friends and 
permission to sleep over at Anna's house if you speak to me as if I 
am something stuck to the bottom of your shoe? Or are you more 

I worked up 
a little mantra 
that I would 
repeat in a calm 
voice whenever 
her approach 
to me for some 
favor was 
characterized 
by insolence 
and disgust. 

likely to achieve your objective by speak-
ing to me with a minimum of respect?" 

Even in the heat of the moment, 
Emma, who is no dummy (she graduated 
from the University ofMinnesota in 2009 
with honors in both her majors) would 
get enough of a grip on herself to mutter, 
"Dad, could you please, um, give me $15 
to go the movie and let me sleep over at 
Anna's tonight?" 

Eager to provide positive reinforce
ment, I would chirp, "Of course!" In time, 
she came to be respectful toward me even 
without any reminders. Over time, as I had 

hoped, these shows of respect blossomed into something genuine. 
Lastly-and this was the hardest task for me-I kept reminding 

myself even at the most difficult moments, "This isn't personal. 
It doesn't have to be about me unless I make it about me. It's 
not something I've done wrong. It's about Emma and about the 
natural process of growing up and finding her own way." This self
reminder helped me to respond rather than react even in the face 
of extreme provocation. And responding rather than reacting to 
life and the people around her was precisely one of the lessons I 
was hoping Emma would come to learn for herself. 

Today, Emma and I have a loving parent/ adult-offspring rela
tionship. I have been able to transfer the methods I developed with 
her to working with her brother, Gabriel, now 15. They are very 
different people, with different temperaments, but the results have 
been about the same. Both he and his older sister are, of course, still 
growing up. But then, so am I. In learning how to be a good father 
to my adolescent daughter, I also taught myself how helpful it is 
to apply the same principles and philosophy I used with her to all 
of my interactions. To ask myself, "What is it I am trying achieve 
and what's the best way to achieve that objective?" and "This isn't 
personal. It doesn't have to be about me unless I make it about me." 

In retrospect, I've come to realize that a more accurate response 
to the question my daughter posed that evening after our driving 
lesson would have been, "Yes, Emma, I have changed a lot over the 
last three years. Thanks to you. Thanks to both of us." • 

Rich Broderick (B.A. '76) is a writer living in St. Paul. 
First Person essays may be written by University of Minnesota alumni, students,faculty, or staff 

For writers' guidelines, go to www.Minnesota.Alumni.org/ firstperson. 
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The 
Secret Lives of 

BBARS 
Dave Garshelis 

relies on technology 
and a lifetime of experience 
to learn all he can about the 

world's bears, including 
black bears in Minnesota, 
but the bruins still retain 

some of their mystery. 

edolent of moldering 
bacon and chocolate
covered cherries , 
Dave Garshelis (Ph.D. '83) 
and his student volunteer, 

Chris Anderson, hike down a logging road 
north of Grand Rapids in northern Minnesota. 
Garshelis spots some scat and squats down to 
pick at it with a twig until, impatiently, he sim
ply picks up a piece with his hand to see what 
this creature ate. Ants. In early sunm1er, before 
berries ripen, ants can make up 80 percent of a 
black bear's diet. 

On they slog, wading up to their calves in 
puddles, swatting at deerflies and mosqui
toes. They veer into the woods and come to 
what looks like a corral encircled by two taut 
strands of barbed wire. 

This is one of Garshelis's "hair snares," 

Left: Three black 
bear cubs in a 
tree in northern 
Minnesota 

Opposite page: 
Dave Garshelis in 

clever devices for snatching 
samples of black bear DNA. 
"A bear's sense of smell is 
more than 1,000 times great
er than ours;' says Garshelis, 
an adjunct associate profes
sor in the Department of 
Fisheries, Wildlife and Con-

the woods near 
Grand Rapids, 
Minnesota 

servation Biology at the Uni
versity of Minnesota and the bear project 
leader for the state Department of atural 
Resources. "Their sense of smell is better 
than the best bloodhound." 

Such a keen sniffer hardly seems nec
essary, for as Garshelis scans the wires for 
tufts of hair, Anderson, a student on the U's 
Crookston campus, refreshes the bait. He 
suspends a mesh bag of bacon that's been 
unrefrigerated for six days, drizzles honey 

BY GREG BREINING 





II from a local apiary on a wool-stuffed plastic cup and 
hangs that out of reach, and smears fast-food cooking 
grease on a pile of sticks in the enclosure. The final touch, 
courtesy of a candle-making shop, is a liberal spritz of 
chocolate-covered-cherry scent. 

Garshelis finds several hair deposits and tucks each sample 
into its own brown envelope that Anderson marks with a series of 
numbers and letters. Garshelis and his students are paying weekly 
visits to 120 hair snares distributed over 120 square miles north of 
Grand Rapids to collect DNA and estimate the number ofbears in 
the area. By some indications, the bears have become scarcer. But 
that's not Garshelis's impression. "We're getting a lot more hits 

Top: Barbed wire in 
one of Garshelis's 
uhair snares." 

Bottom: A black 
bear leaves 
behind some 
hair and DNA 
on barbed wire. 

on these sites than I ever imagined;' he says. 
Since 1983, when he started this work, 

Garshelis has been the DNR's point person 
on bear research and management-track
ing bear numbers, determining reproduc
tive rates and principal causes of mortality, 
responding to conflicts between bears and 

humans, including farmers, and consulting with wildlife manag
ers to set the quota for hunting permits, the primary method of 
controlling the bear population. 

Garshelis, 59, might have left it at that-bear expert in a state 
known for north woods and black bears. Instead, he has also 
become a globally renowned researcher-contributing to conser
vation efforts for bear species around the world and even investi
gating the physiological secrets of hibernation that may one day 
benefit human health. 
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"No matter who you bring to the den, he's there to 
educate-to talk about bears and conservation;• says Paul 
Iaizzo (B.S. '78 UMD, M.S. '80, Ph.D. '86), a University of 

Minnesota heart specialist and one of Garshelis's coau
thors on several studies that have monitored the physiology 

of denning bears. "It's really fun for me to work with probably the 
number one bear expert in the world." 

BEAR ESSENTIALS 

Black bears can be charismatic, comical, powerful, and, yes, fast (far 
from lumbering, they can sprint 35 miles an hour, quick enough to 
pass Usain Bolt in the 100 meters). For all these reasons, black bears 
fascinate Garshelis. "They're big. They're smart and inquisitive. It's 
not I ike you see them every day," he says, adding that they resemble 
humans in both character and physicality. ''When you skin them out 
and take the head off they look a lot like a human." Perhaps because 
of this, stories abound throughout the world of spiritual connections 
between humans and bears. 

Black bears are notable as the least aggressive of the world's 
bears. They may bluff charge, and huff, and paw the ground, and 
pop their jaws. But attacks are rare; bears nearly always back 
down in encounters with humans. Garshelis has sedated and 
radio-collared black bears for almost 30 years. ''We've done over 
a thousand and we've never had an issue with a bear attacking," 
he says. "You're lying there at the front of the den with a little stick 
with a syringe on the end. They could come out and bite your head 
off, but they don't." 

Timidity and stealth are black bear adaptations to living among 
even bigger and more dangerous creatures, such as grizzlies and 
humans, Garshelis says. Grizzlies were nearly exterminated from 
the Lower 48 because they killed humans and livestock. "Because 
black bears stayed out of trouble, they didn't have that price tag 
on their head," he says. 

Nonetheless, black bears were often shot as varmints until1971, 
when Minnesota designated them as game animals. That doesn't 
bode well for individual animals: 90 percent of adults eventually fall 
to a hunter. But game animal status has been good for the species as 
a whole, creating a cadre ofhunters, guides, and wildlife managers 
determined to make sure bears prospered, which they have. 

Some 20,000 black bears live in Minnesota and, despite their 
furtiveness, pop up in unexpected places. The thin soils around 
Duluth don't support many acorn-producing oaks, so when 
autumn foods are scarce, bears head to town for groceries. The 
Black Bear Lounge on Superior Street is named for a bruin that 
long ago crashed through a window. Duluth even has a story about 
a bear in a taxi. "Somebody opened the door and the bear got in 
first," Garshelis says. "It seems the people in Duluth, for the most 
part, don't mind bears." 

Others aren't so amiable. Fridley police killed a bear in 2009. 
Last fall, St. Paul police took down a bear in the Dayton's Bluff 
neighborhood and, just this spring, shot a bear out of a tree in 
Frogtown, not far from the capitol. 

Most remarkably, bears have appeared in the flat, agricultural 
lands of northwestern Minnesota. "That's kind of shocking-the 
place where habitat is the least typical of bear habitat;' Garshelis 
says. "Bears have sort oflearned: Here's a bunch of great crops; we 
can eat these and get fat." 

Sneaky as they are, bears are tough to count. Near Grand Rap-



ids, the heart ofbear range where Garshe
lis lives and works, bears were last counted 
more than 20 years ago by a method called 
mark-recapture. Bears over a large area are 
live-caught in barrel traps, ear-tagged, and 
released. In a second round of trapping, 
if all the tagged bears were to be caught 
again, biologists would conclude that 
those bears make up just about the entire 
population. If only a lOth of the bears are 
recaptured, researchers would estimate 
the population to be about 10 times the 
number of tagged bears. 

In the mid- to late 1980s, there was one 
bear per two square miles. That number 
dropped a little in the early 1990s. Since 
then, several signs suggest the population 
of bears has fallen precipitously, such as 
the decreasing average age of female bears 
shot by hunters and the fact that it was tak
ing Garshelis longer to live-trap a bear for 
study. Most alarming were the results of a 
"bait route" in 2009 that showed that bears 
visited only three of 50 stations. Twenty 
years ago, bears would have snatched at 
least five times as many baits. 

A bait route is a trail along which a bait 
station is set up every half mile for 25 miles. 
Garshelis or aD NR colleague would hang 
a stash of bacon eight feet off the ground 
at each site and then return a week later to 
look for evidence, such as claw marks in 
the tree bark, that a bear had visited. The 
same route is tested every year to check 
whether bear numbers are rising or falling. 

The 2009 results stunned Garshelis, 
because 20 years ago, 30 to 35 bait route sta
tions would have had been visited by bears. 

So this May Garshelis set up hair snares. 
If indeed bear numbers have plummeted, 
the solution is straightforward: Limit hunt
ing pernlits. "If we find half the density we 
had last time," Garshelis says, "I think the 
managers will say, 'Whoa, let's cut back."' 

MORE BEARS OUT THERE 

More than 20 years ago, Professor James 
L. David Smith (M.S. '76, Ph.D. '84), a tiger 
biologist at the University of Minnesota, 
asked Garshelis if he'd be willing to train a 
Nepalese student in live-trapping bears so 
the young man could research sloth bears 
in Nepal's Chitwan National Park. "Then, if 
you like this guy;' Smith said, "you can join 
us on this sloth bear project." 

"I did like the guy," recalls Garshelis, 
an adjunct professor since 1986, "and in 
talking to him got real enthused about 
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the prospect of going someplace else, like 
Nepal, and working on bears, especially 
because it had all these conservation impli
cations." Sloth bears-shambling, termite
eating bears with the temperament of griz
zlies-hadn't been studied much at all. 
"Nobody knew anything about it, and this 
is at the very northern part of its range. 
There's rhino poaching and tiger poaching 
going on in this park. I thought it would be 
a neat little sidelight." 

The sidelight took a nasty turn, with 
Garshelis hanging upside down from a tree 
limb with an infuriated sloth bear standing 

on one side of the trunk and a volunteer on 
the opposite side hollering, "All right, bear 
expert, now what?!" The bear eventually 
stalked off, but not before turning and issu
ing a thunderous snort. 

Garshelis was hooked . Since then, 
he has raised grant money and studied 
bears around the world. One of his current 
graduate students is devising methods for 
counting polar bears by helicopter, drones, 
and satellite photos. Others are assess
ing competition and habitat use of Asiatic 
black bears and sun bears in Laos, recruit
ing "citizen scientists" to look for wildlife 
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signs in Taiwan, correlating bear densities with crop and 
livestock damage in Colombia, and determining if land 
recently converted to palm plantations is suitable habitat 
for sun bears in Malaysia. Garshelis also co-chairs a group 
of bear experts from around the world for the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature. 

This year he'll travel to Korea to lobby at the World Conserva
tion Congress to phase out Asian "bear farms," where thousands 
of bears are raised for their bile and other medicinal products. 

From his international perspective, Garshelis has a mixed view 
of the future for the world's bears. 
"The American black bear, of course, 
is doing great," he says. "There are 
about 900,000 American black bears 
in the world. And there are fewer 
than 400,000 of all the other seven 
species put together." 

Grizzlies (including Alaskan 
brown bears) are also prospering. 
European brown bears are hold ing 
their own in parts of their range and 
disappearing in others where land is 
at a premium. Pandas, which China 
has invested tremendous effort in 
protecting, are faring better than 
they have in a long time. But in 
most of Asia, the outlook for bears 
is bleak. Forests are disappearing to 
logging, agriculture, and settlement. 
Despite laws to prevent it, poaching 
is rampant. 

out of their den in April, and right away they're able to walk 
and run and climb a tree as if they just took a nap!' 

To learn more, Garshelis has implanted cardiac moni
tors the size of a flash drive under the skin of hibernating 

bears. The monitors are made by Medtronic to track the 
heartbeat of patients with sporadic fainting spells. In bears, they 
provide a heartbeat and breathing record for up to three years. 

During hibernation, a bear's breathing falls to as low as l.S 
breaths a minute. Its heart stops for up to lS seconds, but then 
beats at 70 beats a minute as it takes a breath. "If you or I didn't 

Bears actually fare best where 
they're hunted and most poorly 
where they're nominally protected. 
"That's one of the great ironies-that 
places where bears are most protect
ed is where they're doing the worst. 
And places where there are hunting 
seasons they're doing well;' Garshe
lis says. "There's a lot that goes with 
it. It's having an agency that man
ages the whole thing. And having a 
big enforcement arm. And having a 

Above: Garshelis has become a globally 
renowned expert on many bear species, 
including the Asian sloth bear. 

Above right: Garshelis has sedated and radio-collared 
thousands of black bears over almost 30 years. 

Below right: Garshelis listens to the heartbeat of 
a tranquilized bear near Grygla, an agricultural 
area in northwestern Minnesota. 

culture of people that kind of police themselves-that call a tip line 
if they know of a poacher." 

Though he approves of hunting and sees its value in promot
ing conservation, Garshelis says that after studying and handling 
bears for nearly 30 years, he himself wouldn't hunt bears. "No," 
he says, "couldn't do it." 

THE MYSTERIES OF HIBERNATIO N 
What most impresses Garshelis about bears is their mysterious state 
of hibernation. For nearly seven months, bears barely move. They 
don't eat, drink, urinate, or defecate. They lose up to 30 percent of 
their body mass. A nursing mother loses even more. But, Garshelis 
says, their muscles don't atrophy. "Their bones don't atrophy. The 
big thing with humans on extended bed rest is you lose your bone 
mass and your muscle mass;' he says. "Bears get up and they waltz 
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have a heartbeat for four or five seconds, we'd pass out," says ~ 

Iaizzo, Garshelis's collaborator. ~ 
u 

Yet even in this otherworldly state, bears are acutely aware of ~ 

what goes on around them. "Their heart rate went up just from us ~ 

approaching the den, even though we were trying to be absolutely ~ ~ 
"'" as quiet and unobtrusive as possible," Iaizzo says. Hibernating ~~ 
uc 

bears, vulnerable to wolves and cougars, "have to have this fight !~ 

or flight abi li ty from a survival standpoint." ~~ 
Iaizzo became interested in bears' hibernation because he was ;:; ~ 

r ' 
keenly aware of skeletal muscle loss among hospital patients, who ~: 

can lose up to SO percentoftheirmuscle in two weeks. "If you lose ~~ 
that kind of muscle mass in that period, you're going to end up on a ~\ 
respirator, and if you end up on a respirator, you have a SO percent ~= 

chance of surviving;' he says. ~~ 
The researchers have identified "a cascade of hormones" in ~~ 



bears, including opioids that prevent tissue 
damage and muscle loss, Iaizzo says. Hiber
nating bears also produce ursodeoxycholic 
acid (harvested in Asian bear farms for tra
ditional Chinese medicine) that likewise 
protects against tissue damage. 

Hibernating bears show incredible ability 
to heal and reject foreign bodies, despite their 
dialed-down metabolism. The animals' tissue 
often expelled the heart monitors as though 
they were festering splinters. Such rapid 
healing must be indispensable to survival, 
Iaizzo posits. "If they went into a den with an 
injury, if they didn't put all their energy dur
ing early hibernation to resolving that, they'd 
become septic and they'd be dead." 

Learning about hibernation could lead 
to treatment to curb muscle loss in hospital 
patients and protect tissues for transplant 
and during surgery, Iaizzo says. 

Garshelis is interested in the ecological 
insights the heart monitors might provide. 
Heartbeat is a stand-in for metabolism and 
emotional response, and Garshelis notes a 
bear's heartbeat can rise as high as 250 beats 
a minute when it encounters humans. Mark 
Ditmer, his graduate student studying bears 
in northwestern Minnesota, will use heart
beat data to correlate metabolism and ener
gy expenditures as bears move from small 
patches of forest, across roads, into agricul
tural fields, and elsewhere in a human-dom
inated landscape. Despite humans' sophisti
cated research methods, black bears still keep 
some secrets. This summer, as Garshelis was 
wrapping up his hair-snare survey and con
templating how many of his 2,500 samples 
he could afford to send for testing, he was 
confronted with confounding news. 

He had decided to re-run his bait route. 
This time, only a single bait out of 50 had 
been taken by a bear, the lowest number he 
has ever recorded. How could he reconcile 
such a low number with such an abundance 
of hair in his snares? 

He won't know the answer until the DNA 
analysis comes back later this year. Perhaps, 
he ventures, bears have changed their habits 
to keep their distance from dirt roads. Or per
haps a very few bears have visited the snares 
many times. Or, he says in jest, there may be 
"one bald bear" out there. 

The bears seem intent on keeping him 
busy. "I guess my point is that my job is not 
all that mundane," he says. "I still have some 
pretty exciting questions that come up." • 

Greg Breining is a St. Paul-based freelance writer. 

www .Mi nnesotaAI u mni .org 

Our solutions encompass 

the visual experience of any space 

where employees, clients and visitors 

can learn about your organization, 

your culture and your brand. 

Artwork 

Graphics 

History Walls 

Framing 

Consulting 

Design 

Installation 

RT PARTNERS GROUP 
crea te I vision I experience 

A University of Mmnesota Targeted Group Business 

www.artpartners.com 

learning lib e 
Evening/Saturday events and classes on 

history, travel, science, politics, and more! 

"Rich,engagine:" 
·•so much fun!" 

r1ce 
Jay Ritterson0. h gao' 

1scover w y 10 
"Bravo!" 

"E . . 1 Of OUr StUdentS v.t:ary Dunnav n nergtztng 
Mary Grace FlarWOUid recommend 

us to a friend! 'me well spent." 
"So interest John Carson 

very informative:• 
Beth Bedee "Very impressed." 

wsk1 
cce.umn.edu/discover-us 

612-624-4000 
Alumni Association discounts available! See website for details. 
The University of M1nnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer <mo12 Regents of the Unrversity of M111oesota All rights reserved 

COLLEGE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION -CELEBRATING A CENTURY OF EXCELLENCE 

UN IVERS ITY OF MINNESOTA 

Fall 2012 MI N NESOTA 23 



First Down and Raring to Go 
Norwood Teague is beginning to feel at home 
as the University of Minnesota's new athletics director. 
Maroon and gold neckties have become a prominent feature of his 
wardrobe, and he jokes that he is thinking about getting 
a Gopher tattoo. In an accent that reflects his North Carolina roots, 
the former AD at Virginia Commonwealth University talks energetically 
about his vision for University of Minnesota athletics. 
Teague jumped into the job before his official July 1 start date, 
meeting with staff, coaches, alumni, and other stakeholders. 
He says he intends to be "aggressive" about building Gopher football. 
One essential in shaping the kind of success he envisions 
is the ardent support of alumni. 

BY JOHN ROSENGREN 

You've said that elevating Gopher football will elevate other 
sports. How? 
When football wins-and men's and women's basketball as well-it 
builds your national brand. That helps financially, internally in the 
athletics department. It also helps recruiting in other sports when 
you have a national brand, and people-especially juniors in high 
school-know who you are. 

I want to be very aggressive about building the progran1 into a 
perennial wi1mer at a high level, one that makes Gopher fans proud. 

Football is a big revenue producer, along with basketball and 
hockey. Will investing more in football benefit other programs? 
Absolutely. You've seen that around the country. When football is 
invested in at a high level, many times you have a great result. For 
example, look at Oklahoma State. They put a lot into that program 
and they were a top lO team last year and beat Oklahoma. But that 
didn't happen just by trying to work a little bit harder. That came 
with Boone Pickens and his commitment to football. Oregon is 
another example of a school that has exploded its program over 
the past 15 years. 

I don't want fans to think when we say we want to invest in 
football that it's going to be an out of control, win-at-all-costs 
philosophy. We want to do it the right way, within the educational 
framework. 

and evaluation stage right now. There are ancillary 
facilities that need to be built or upgraded that aren't 
on par with theBigTen. 

Football takes longer than anything else. I think 
three to five years is a realistic timeline for us to see 
some real progress. Behind the scenes, I see the things 
that are happening with Coach [Jerry] Kill that are 
very encouraging. Kids are doing great academi
cally. Our recruiting has been outstanding. He's the 
right guy. 

Student turnout at football games has at times been 
disappointing. What ideas do you have for getting 
more of them in the stands? 
First of al l, if you have aprogran1 that's a winner and 
has a lot of hope, you generate enthusiasm with your student body. 
I want to look more in depth into what type of game atmosphere we 
want to provide our students. There are all sorts of creative ways 
to start traditions that are fun for the kids. I want to look this year 
at what kind of traditions they are developing that they're going to 
enjoy and remember when they leave. They're why we're here. If 
they come in droves and carry the torch in the stadium, then you 
can get an atmosphere going. :;( 

I 

"' 
This market is saturated with pro sports. What's unique about ; 

What will it take, and how long will it take, to build the football 
program that gives the U national brand recognition? 
Obviously we have TCF Bank Stadium, which is an incredible 
facility. There are some other aspects to the football progran1 that 
need upgrading, and we've got to look at that. We're in a planning 
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z 
Gopher sports? <3 

We're about educating kids. Being the flagship institution of Min- ~ 
nesota is huge because we're more ingrained in the fabric of the ~ 

"' state. We're the sons and daughters of alumni. You're going to go g 
0 

to a game and see kids playing who were raised in Jackson County ii' 



• -f- • • • • - - .. ... .. .. ~ ... ... ... - ~ - - -

~ 

and Rock County. We have deeper traditions than most of the pro
fessional organizations. We've been around a lot longer, and we're 
not going anywhere. 

Our guys are not getting paid to play. You're going to go to a 
game and see a college band. So many people have ties to the U, 
whether they went here or their kids are going here now-there's 
a strong emotional connection. That changes things. There's 
something different about pulling for your alma mater. 

What's your vision for student athletes at the U? 
I want them to have an incredible experience while they're here. 
We've got to put them and their experience first. That means giv
ing them winning programs, giving them great facilities to practice 
in and compete in, having our act together from top to bottom, 
whether it be our academic advising, our training, the coach they 
deal with. It's got to be a first-class experience. 

www. M i nn eso taAI u m n i. or g 

Student athletes give me energy, so I love talking to them as 
much as I can. I will always be at their games. That's one of the 
great parts of the job. I'll meet with them in groups the first year 
and I'll have a lot of casual interaction with them individually. 

What role do alumni play in ensuring the success of Gopher 
sports? 
It's key. We've got to have alumni who are supportive, who come to 
games, not just football but women's basketball, hockey, and other 
athletic events and who follow us and are ardent supporters. 

There's an incredible amount of hope and enthusiasm that I 
sense both in our donor base and in our department. We have a 
president in Eric Kaler who is very supportive of athletics. We're 
in a great place to begin a new era and build for the future. • 

John Rosengren is a Minneapolis-based freelance writer. 
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One for the Books 
No. 95 enjoys burying himself in history books 

Nations or a nonprofit. 
"There's so much global inequality and wealth 

and education gaps. Not just worldwide but here 

just as much as he enjoys burying Gopher opponents 
in the backfield. 

in the U.S.;' he says, adding that he feels called to 
do what he can to help remedy that. He's gotten a 
start through the University's MAGIC program 
(Maroon and Gold Impacting the Community), 

Gopher senior defensive end D.L. Wilhite is leaning toward study
ing in Morocco next spring. Wait-make that Jordan, or possibly 
Tunisia-unless he decides on Egypt. It's a tough decision for Wil
hite, a global studies and history major with an insatiable appetite 
for understanding the forces at work in the world. "What I'm most 
interested in is North Africa and the Near East;' says Wilhite, who 
got a taste of studying abroad last January at the University of Qatar 
in Doha, where he took a class on Arab social movements. 

Donald Lynn Wilhite II came to the University of Minnesota 
from Lexington, Kentucky, on a football scholarship and has 
thrived on the field and in the classroom. "I had no focus aca
demically when I got here. I wanted to be a doctor, but people 
here encouraged me to check different things out; ' Wilhite says. 
He did, and the history bug bit him. In addition to taking classes 
in his majors and his African American studies minor, he's study
ing Arabic and has an internship at the Minnesota Historical 
Society. Wilhite aspires to a career teaching at the college level, 
but first he'd like to devote himself to policy work for the United 
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which arranges volunteer opportunities for student athletes. 
''When I was a freshman they made us do something as a volunteer 
every single weekend, and it's like I fell in love with volunteering. 
I talk to kids as much as I can, wherever I can;' Wilhite says. 

The 6-foot3-inch, 250-pound Wilhite's aspirations on the field 
are simple as he begins his final season in a Gopher uniform. Last 
season he started eight games and played in alll2. This year, he 
says, "I want to have the best season I can. There's been a lot of 
stress in the past four years with coaching changes and all, and I 
just want to enjoy my last year-win some games and have some 
fun." And he's looking forward to having family members in the ;( 

~ stands at a couple of home games. His parents, grandmother, "' 
two siblings, and niece plan to attend the Senior Day game on ~ 

November 24. And his mom hopes to come to the home opener ~ 
on September 8. ~ 

:E 
Wilhite smiles at the thought. "If you put that in print she'll ;;; 

have to come." 
-Cynthia Scott 

"' 0 
>-
0 

:E 
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Major Commitment 
He calls himself"the fool up front," but 
Brandon Folkes is nothing of the sort. The 
self-deprecating senior from Long Valley, 
New Jersey, is beginning his second year as 
drum major for the University ofMi nnesota 
Marching Band. A double major in entre
preneurial management and nonprofit man
agement, Folkes would add a third without 
thinking twice. "Ifl could major in marching 
band, I would do so in a heartbeat;' he says. 

During the summer, Folkes rises every 
day at 5 a.m. to run up to five miles to build 
endurance for leading the 325-member 
band's pregame and halftime shows. Dur
ing the season he arrives at TCF Bank 
Stadium nearly eight hours before kick
off-that's 3:30a.m. for an 11 a.m. game-to 
prepare his uniform, review schedules, 
stretch, check in with the director, and 
attend to countless other details. 

During games, Folkes is the one who 
chooses songs to energize fans in between 

www . M innesotaAl u m n i .org 

plays. He risks the wrath of coaches, play
ers, and fans if the band plays too long 
and incurs a IS-yard penalty against the 
Gophers for interfering with the opposing 
team's playcalling. 

Still, he loves it. "There's nothing quite 
like doing a backbend on the center of the 
field during pregame and touching your 
forehead to the ground in front of 50,000 
spectators," he says. "It's a magnificent 
upside down sea of maroon and gold." 

This season, he says fans should keep 
an eye out for new tricks. "I'm working on 
my front flips;' he says-a move that hasn't 
been performed by a drum major yet in the 
new stadium. The most important skills, 
he says, are often the basics: "You can 
always get your knees a little bit higher." 

-Erin Peterson 

To watch a video of Brandon Folkes, go to 
www.MinnesotaAlumni.org/ Folkes. 
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Clothes 
Quarters 

The specially 
created font is 
based on the 
numbers from the 
uniforms worn by 
the 1940 national 
championship 
Gopher team. 
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In January the Gophers unveiled 
new uniforms that are, in the words 
of senior Mike Rallis, "a perfect mix 
of old and new." The Gophers can 
sport nine different combinations 
of the maroon, gold, and white 
jerseys and pants. 

Here are some of the unique 
features of the new design. 

A brick pattern evoking 
Memorial Stadium is in 
the numbers in the gold 
and white uniforms. 

KI-U-

Ski-U-Mah is embroidered 
on the neck of the collar. 

The gold jerseys have 
Minnesota across the back, 
not individual players' 
names. They will be worn 
for special games as 
determined by the seniors. 

The helmet is matte 
maroon with a black face 
mask, gold block M, and 
Ski-U-Mah on the back. 
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Field 
Notes 
A young Gophers 
team takes the field 
this year, with only 
10 seniors leading 
nearly a full roster 
of underclassmen. 
Here are a few 
players to watch. 

Coach Jerry Kill predicts that 
senior quarterback MarQueis Gray 

will be one of the most exciting 
players to watch in the Big Ten 
and perhaps in the country. He's 
a daunting rum1er and his passing 
ability has dramatically improved. 

Junior Ed Olson will anchor 
the line at left tackle, and his 
brother Tommy, a sophomore, 
will start at right guard. Tommy 

Olson is one of a group oflinemen 
that includes Zac Epping, Caleb 

Bak, and Sean Ferguson who saw 
lots of playing time last year as 
true freshmen. Coaches expect 
that their bruising inauguration 
into Big Ten play as freshmen 
will reap dividends this year. 

Senior Brandon Green is the 
Gophers' most experienced wide 
receiver, but much -heralded 
freshman Andre McDonald, a top 
Minnesota recruit, could see playing time. Others likely to be in 
Gray's sights are junior Malcolm Moulton and sophomores Devin 
Crawford-Tufts and Marcus Jones. Senior tight end John Rabe was 
one of Gray's favorite targets during spring practice. 

Until a clear No.1 running back emerges, offensive coordina
tor Matt Limegrover is likely to employ a committee consisting 
of junior James Gillum, a junior college transfer, and sophomores 
David Cobb and Donnell Kirkwood. Sophomore Devon Wright, a 
gifted athlete with speed and agi li ty, could also be in the mix. 

The 6-foot 6-inch, 300-pound junior defensive lineman 
Ra'Shede Hageman is key to elevating the Gopher defense from 
near the floor of the Big Ten. Defensive coordinator Tracy Claeys 
says Hageman "has learned the position and knows what's expect-

www.M innesota Alumni .erg 

Pictured clockwise 
from upper left: 

Quarterback 
MarQueis Gray, 
left tackle Ed 
Olson, defensive 
lineman Ra'Shede 
Hageman 
(second from 
left), linebacker 
Keanon Cooper, 
and wide receiver 
Brandon Green 

ed of him. He has the opportunity to 
have a tremendous year." 

Senior linebackers Mike Rallis, Mike 

Grant, Spencer Reeves, and Keanon Coo

per are the Gophers' most experienced 
unit, with Rallis and Cooper entering 
their third year as starters. 

Cornerback and kick returner Troy 

Stoudermire will be back after receiv
ing a sixth year of el igibility. He was 
injured early last year and missed most 
of the season. -C.S. 

Coach Kill said he can promise me 
that I will come away with a degree 
and hopefully be a better person. 

That sealed the deal for my whole family, 
me included. 

-Gopher freshman Jonah Pirsig on his decision to 
become a Gopher. Pirsig, an offensive tackle from Blue 

Earth, Minnesota, was one of the top recruits in the nation 
and had offers from multiple schools. 
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Game Day Notes 
There's nowhere like campus on football Saturdays. 

The McNamara Alumni Center will host its 
traditional pregame party beginning two 
hours before kickoff at all home games. 
Beverages and food will be sold. Camara
derie and Gopher spirit are available free 
of charge. 

Beer and wine will be sold in TCF Bank 

Stadium. The University of Minnesota 
Board of Regents approved a policy 
change in July that allows sales in des
ignated areas of the stadium. The policy 
restricts the number of alcoholic bever
ages a fan can purchase at any one time 
to two, and sales will close at the end of halftime. Hard liquor will 
not be sold. 

Have a hassle-free trip to campus. Construction updates are 
available at www.lightrail.umn.edu. For transit options, visit www. 
metrotransit.org. 

Tailgating in designated lots on campus begins at 7 a.m. for 

TheFanBlog 
After an intense offseason of preparation that included 
sharpening his pencil and changing the oil in his car, writer 
and Gopher football fan Rick Moore is ready to blog. Follow 
Rick as he follows the Gophers to Las Vegas, Iowa, Wisconsin, 
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11 a.m. games and six hours prior to 
games with a later kickoff. Postgame 
tailgating ends four hours after games 
but no later than midnight. For other 
rules and regulations on tailgating, visit 
www.MinnesotaAlumni.org/tailgating. 

TAILGATIN' TURKEY BOVGERS 

Here's a recipe to get your season off on 
the right foot. It's a favorite of Gopher 
fan and Twin Cities artist Scott Lloyd 
Anderson. 

Mix lib. ground turkey, 1 T. Dijon 
mustard, 1;4 c. diced red onion, and 2 T. Worcestshire sauce with 
2 to 15 cloves garlic, depending on whether the folks sitting next to 
you in the stadium are rooting for the other team. Grill and serve 
with good quality bakery buns. Make a sauce by grilling sliced 
red onions, red peppers, and mushroom in olive oil. Bathe your 
boygers with the sauce and enjoy! 

Illinois, Nebraska, and, of course, TCF Bank Stadium. The 
Fan Blog promises to provide a fan's eye view of game day 
traditions and rituals from now until the final burst of the 
cannon in November. Go toRicksFootballBlog.com. 
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Rivalry Alert 
The Gophers will be in the hunt for 

hardware each month of the 2012 

season. Floyd of Rosedale will leave 

TCF Bank Stadium for the first time 

in two years and travel to Iowa City 
on September 29. Floyd expects to 

return to TCF Bank Stadium the 

san1e day. On October 20 the Gophers 

will look to wrest Paul Bunyan's 

Axe from where it doesn't belong, 

Camp Randall Stadium in Madison. 

And on November 3 the Michigan 
Wolverines will visit TCF Bank 

Stadium for the first time ever, Little 

Brown Jug in tow. It's the oldest 

trophy rivalry in college football, 

dating back to 1903. 
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2012 Gopher 
Football Schedule 
······ ··· ··· ······· ····· ··· ············ ·· ········ 

August 30 at UNLV 

September 8 New Hampshire 

September 15 Western 
Michigan 

September 22 Syracuse 

September 29 at Iowa 

October 13 Northwestern 
HOMECOMING 

October 20 at 
W isconsi n 

October 27 Purdue 

November 3 Michigan 

November 10 at Illi no is 

November 17 at Nebraska 

November 24 Mi.~hi~.an State .. 

Home games in bold 

C'o~ 
~AlGIN 2013 

------------------------~~ 

University Recreation and Wellness Center Expansion 
Rec Sports is excited to be building a state-of-the-art, 145,000 square foot 
facility open to all U of M students. employees, and alumni. Featured amenities 
will include an expanded fitness center. a new indoor climbing wall and 
outdoor rental center, a 1/9 mile indoor track. a full service cafe, and more! 

FOLLOW OUR PROGRESS 
www. recsports. umn.edu/expansion 
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Alumni Pregame Celebration 

SKI@)U 
I 

Great food • Fun games • Coronation of Homecoming royalty 

Bring your family and join us at 
Ski-U-Mania, the best Alumni tailgating 
location for Homecoming! 

What: Pregame brunch and tailgating 
When: Saturday, October 13, from 8 to 11 a.m. 
Where: Memorial Hall inside the 

McNamara Alumni Center 

For more information or to purchase tickets, go to 
www.MinnesotaAiumni.org/ski-u-mania 



TCF® Alumni Checking 

SHOW YOUR GOLDEN GOPHER® PRIDE! 
As an important friend of the University of Minnesota, you are entitled to an exclusive banking 
package only available at TCF Bank •. Show your Maroon and Gold pride with custom Golden 
Gopher· checks, a Golden Gopher• Check Card and many other special features. 

• NO Monthly Maintenance Fee • FREE Withdrawals and Deposits at TCF ATMs 

• NO Minimum Balance Requirement 

• FREE Mobile Banking 

• 2 FREE (no TCF fee) withdrawals at non-TCF 
ATMs per statement period' 

• FREE Online Banking and Bill Pay • FREE Account Alerts 

• FREE and Secure Online Statements • FREE Coin Counting 

• FREE Checks' 

There are no monthly maintenance fees for TCF Alumni Checking. 
Other account fees apply, such as for overdrafts and returned 
items (NSFs), dormant accounts and optional services. Talk to 
a TCF Representative, or see your account contract, for more 
information. 

612-TCF-BANK I tcfbank.com 

TCF 
·~ 

your convenience bank:" 

©2012 TCF National Bank. Member FDIC. The owner or operator of the ATM may also charge a fee. 'Customer is responsible for paying shipping and handling (including 
applicable taxes)."Golden Gopher" is a mark of the University of Minnesota used under lisence. www.tcfbank.com 

FREE CHECKING 
No monthly maintenance fee. See a TCF Representative for other applicable fees. 



A BIRD'S-EYE 
VIEWOFTHEU 

New construction, 
building renovations, 
and light rail transit 

are changing the face 
of the University 

of Minnesota campus. 

1 NORTHROP MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM 

Northrop Memorial Auditorium is undergoing an extensive 
renovation to return it to the cultural center of campus. The 
project cost is $80 million and is expected to be completed 
in winter 2014. The project architect is Hamel, Green and 
Abrahamson, and the construction manager is J.E. Dunn. 

2 WASHINGTON AVENUE LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT 

Washington Avenue, which runs from the Mississippi River 
to University Avenue Southeast on the East Bank, is being 
converted into a mall for light rail, buses, and bicyclists. 
The Central Corridor LRT line is scheduled to open in 2014 
and connect downtown St. Paul with Minneapolis through 
the Minneapolis campus of the University of Minnesota. 

For more information on all active and completed 
campus construction projects and to see webcams 
of various projects, go to www.cppm.umn.edu. 

PHOTOGRAPHS BYSTEVEBERGERSON 
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Northrop Memorial 4 Coffman Memorial Union 7 The Physics and 10 The Cancer and Cardiovascular 
Auditorium Nanotechnology Building Research Building 

5 Union Street Southeast 
2 Washington Avenue 8 McNamara Alumni Center 11 The Weisman Art Museum 

6 The University Recreation 
3 Northrop Mall and Wellness Center 9 TCF Bank Stadium 12 The Science Teaching and 

Student Services Building 
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7 THE PHYSICS AND NANOTECHNOLOGY BUILDING 

The Physics and Nanotechnology Building, rising on the corner of Beacon and Harvard streets southeast, will house 
laboratories and collaborative work spaces-a total of 144,000 square feet-for faculty, staff, and students in the 
Department of Physics. The project cost is $83 million. The architects are Architectural Alliance and Zimmer Gunsul Frasca. 
The construction manager is M.A. Mortenson. Construction is scheduled for completion in December 2013. 

1 Q THE BIOMEDICAL DISCOVERY DISTRICT 

When the Cancer and Cardiovascular Research Building is complete, it will serve as the gateway to the Biomedical Discovery District 
(BOD), next to TCF Bank Stadium on the northeast edge of the Minneapolis campus. Located on the corner of Sixth Street Southeast and 
23rd Avenue Southeast, the latest research facility will house 1,200 faculty and staff. The project includes a number of key sustainability 
features, such as energy recovery systems, storm water reclamation, and a green roof system. Project architects are Architectural Alliance 
and Zimmer Gunsul Frasca. The landscape and civil engineering firms are Damon Farber Associates and Pierce Pini. The construction 
manager is M.A. Mortenson. The project encompasses a total of 330,000 square feet, and the project cost is $292 million. 
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The expanded Weisman Art Museum 11 and the new Science Teaching and Student Services Building 12 anchor the east end 
of the Washington Avenue Bridge, which is being reinforced to accommodate light rail. 

Visit The Raptor Center on the St. Paul campus and 
have an up-close experience with live raptors 

you will always remember! 

The Raptor Center has 
unique, educational 
experiences for all ages: 
• Free tour of TRC 
• Public program presented 

every Saturday and 
Sunday from 1-2 pm at TRC 

• Programs at your facility 
• Volunteer opportunities 
• Hatchday parties 
• Just for Scouts program 

www. Minnesota AI u m ni .org 

For more information: 
612-624-2756 

raptored@umn.edu 
www.TheRaptorCenter.org 

As a member of the U of M 
community, you receive: 
• Free admission to our 

weekend public programs 
• 10% discount for off-site 

programs 

The Raptor Center 

Fall 2012 MINNESOTA 37 



Recalling 
the Trolley 

For40years, untill954, an intercampus rail line 

ran between the University of Minnesota's Minneapolis 

and St. Paul branches, connecting students to classes 

and campuses to each other. 

BY TIM BRADY 

3 8 Fall 2012 MINNE S OTA 

n the summer ofl914, teams 
of workhorses ripped up sod 
and scores of rail workers 
laid several miles of track 
between the main campus of 

the University of Minnesota in Minne
apolis and the "farm campus" in St. Paul. 
Soon after, an intercampus trolley was 
running between the sites, linking the 
two parts of the can1pus in both a sym
bolic and practical sense. 

For more than 30 years, ever since 
it had taken root in the early 1880s, 
the agriculture arm of the University 
community in St. Paul felt isolated, 
separated from the heart of campus 
life in Minneapolis. Now in an age 
still dominated by the slow-motion 
world of horse-and-buggy transport, 
the remote campus had been joined by 
modern conveyance to its older sibling. 
Suddenly, students could get from a 
class in animal husbandry in St. Paul 
to a chemistry class in Minneapolis in 
a mere 15 minutes, and perhaps find an 
open seat beside a friendly home ec or 
ag student for the journey. 

Other streetcar lines crisscrossed 
the Minneapolis campus, down Uni
versity and Washington avenues as 
they traveled between the Twin Cities 
and the wider region. But traditional
ists complained about the intercam
pus line development: The tearing up 

Conductor 
"Skipper" 
Spencer 
punches 
tickets on 
the trolley in 
January 1935. 

of stretches of campus 
along 15th Avenue to lay 
the tracks and string up 
accompanying electrical 
lines for the trolley cars 
drew wait-a-seconds 
from some opposed to the 

decimation of the campus's flowers 
and green grass. As the editors of the 
Gopher annual reported: "The advent 
of a street car line connecting the two 
campuses was not enthusiastically wel
comed by many, whose aesthetic senses 
were offended by the idea of a com
monplace street car within the sacred 
bounds of our campus." 

The annual also suggested that 
the prime factor for building the line 
was not the spiritual linking of the 
campuses or even "the saving of time 
and money for the students who have 
classes on both campuses." What 
drove the state legislature's $60,000 



appropriation was the savings for the University, which could 
also use the track to transport freight and avoid "the excessive 
cost of transportation by team of all the coal and building materi
als that were needed by the Agricultural School." 

But most complaints about the trolley seemed a little whiny 
soon after its construction. The first month of its operation, 
November 1914, the trolley's revenue covered its expenses. And 
when the December receipts were counted, the service was sitting 
on a net surplus of $300. The intercampus trolley quickly became 
a welcome fixture at the U, fast on its way to becoming a campus 
institution that would ultimately be remembered long after its 
dismemberment in 1954- 40 years after it was built. 

The "Inter Campus Trolley" line began on the main campus at 
15th Avenue and Pillsbury Drive. It headed northeast, right down 
the middle of 15th through Dinkytown, to a stop at busy Fourth 
Street. Then it skirted Van Cleve Park before taking a right turn at 
Como Avenue, down which it headed toward the St. Paul campus. 

At Eustis Street (just east of the present U.S. Highway 280), the 
tracks took a sharp left turn and headed north through Lauderdale. 

www. M inne sotaA lu m n i .o rg 

Above: 
Photographed 
circa 1954 
by William 
Cordes, a 
trolley rides 
around the 
northeast 
edge ofthe 
St. Paul 
campus. 

Just beyond the Lutheran 
seminary grounds, the trol
ley turned east through the 
St. Anthony Park neighbor
hood before it found Fol
well Avenue on the St. Paul 
campus. The car traced 
Folwell to Gartner Avenue, 
and then down to Buford 
Avenue, where it met its 
terminus below what is 

now the Goldstein Museum of Design. 
The trolley was originally intended for 

the use of students, faculty, and employees only. To speed the 
business of getting folks back and forth, there would be no stops 
between the main can1pus and the farm campus. The original 
fare was five cents, but this was soon amended so that by the early 
1930s University passengers with business on both campuses rode 
free. At the same time, the trolley began making a few stops along 
the way. To help fund the service, passengers traveling only part 
way paid a cash fare. 

The intercampus trolley was manned by a conductor and a 
motorman, at least two of whom became legendary figures in the 
life of the campus. For almost 30 years, Christ Hagan served as 
the motorman on the 1267, an "open gate" car that had been part 
of the route since the track opened. And Ralph Waldo "Skipper" 
Spencer-who had legally changed his name to honor his two 
favorite philosophers, Ralph Waldo Emerson and Herbert Spen
cer-punched tickets as a conductor on the intercampus line from 
its inception well into the 1940s. 

Spencer, in particular, was a memorable fixture at the U of 
M, known for dispensing aphorisms and philosophy to students 
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and faculty alike as they traveled 
between the campuses. After his 
years on the line, he left a small 
folder of writings to the U of M, 
which can sti ll be found at the 
University Archives. His colorful 
epigrams vaguely suggest his work 
along the line, but many could use 
an interpreter from that earlier 
trolley-riding generation: "Space is 
time that stands still; time is space 
that takes a railroad train to the 
world's fair"; or "When you die, 
youunlive yourself; when you live, 
you shake the cemetery rheuma
tism out of your brain. The uni
versity of life and the cemetery of 
death are the only two Buddhas 
there are; these two depots accom
modate all trains." 

Despite the occasional inscru
tability of his writing, Spencer was 
revered by thousands in the Uni
versity community. In 1939, a for
mer student, writing fondly of her 
days at the U ofM, suggested that while many things had changed 
since she'd graduated, the heart of the college remained the same: 
"It is the same University, its can1pus still reached by the St. Paul, 
the Como, and the Oak trolley cars, and the intercampus car yet 
runs, thanks to God, necessity, and 'Skipper' Spencer." 

The trolley cars were owned and operated by Twin City Rapid 
Transit and its subsidiary the Minneapolis Street Railway Com
pany. A report from the University's comptroller's office in 1941 
says that the U paid Minneapolis Street Railway $2.59 per day 
for the rental of the cars and another $3.30 for the services pro
vided-meaningthe labor of"Skipper" and his fellow conductors 
and Hagan and his fellow motormen. Also included in this figure 
was the amount of the power used to motor the cars. The annual 
operating cost for the U was around $22,000. The school managed 
to recover about $5,500 of that sum in fares. The trolley was run
ningat a loss, but the University justified the expense by claiming 
it saved considerable sums by eliminating the need for offering 
duplicate classes on both can1puses. 

The first car of the day left the main campus at 7:20 a.m. and 
the farm campus 15 minutes later. Subsequent cars departed each 

Trolley Time Travel 
"Memories of riding the intercampus trolley between the 
Minneapolis and St. Paul campuses of the University of 
Minnesota will forever stay in my mind's eye and my very soul ," 
writes Carol Tema Opheim (B.S. '56) of Eden Prairie, Minnesota. 

We asked University of Minnesota alumni who were 
students in the 1950s and earlier to send us their memories of 
riding the intercampus trolley. Read some their words at www. 
MinnesotaAlumni.org/trolley. 
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Above: Pictured 
in March 1953 , 
the intercampus 
trolley turnaround 
on the East Bank 
ofthe Minneapolis 
campus was 
at 15th Avenue 
Southeast and 
Pillsbury Drive. 

Bottom: In 

campus at 15-minute intervals for 
the remainder of the day until the 
last car departed St. Paul at 6:25 
p.m. The 1941 report estimated 
that the previous year's ridership 
amounted to about 690,000 indi
vidual rides, about 2,413 passen
gers per day. 

Making the trip in 15 minutes 
required no time for dilly-dally
ing. Motormen generally went 
easy on the brakes, sometimes 
with unnerving results, as remem
bered by one former student many 
years after the demise of the trol
ley. Coates Bull, writi ng to the St. 
Anthony Park Bugle in 1986, told 
of climbing aboard the trolley for 
the first ride of the day on a chill 
fa ll morning. "There was a long 
grade down Eustis Street which 
we were supposed to stop for, and 
then a sharp 90 degree turn to head 
for Como. We were sailing along 
down this hill when the motorman 

decided he should apply the brake for the 
foot of the hill. Well, he did, but there was 
no slowing down as the frost made a coat of 
ice on the tracks. So he applied sand to the 
wheels, but we all just sat where we were 
and waited for what we were sure would 
be a turned over street car as we came to 
the left turn. 

an undated 
photograph, 
passengers board 
the trolley on the 
St. Paul campus. 

"Somebody's prayer must have been 
heard for we made the turn," he continued, 
"the trolley swung around like a whirling 

dervish and we came to a stop. It was a very shaken motorman who 
gotoutand replaced the trolley on the wire, and we all breathed a 
sigh as we proceeded on our way." 

The last run of the intercan1pus trolley came on June 18, 1954, 
simultaneous to the end of trolley service throughout the Twin 
Cities. Twin City Rapid Transit retired eight other trolley cars that 
day, as it proudly announced the conversion to a new, more mod
ern mode of transportation in the Minneapolis Tribune: "In less 
than 25 months we have transformed a confused, sprawling sys-



Top: Intercampus 
trolley car 1301 
approaches Fourth 
Street Southeast from 
15th Avenue Southeast. 

Bottom: An intercampus 
trolley car turns the 
corner at 15th and Como 
avenues southeast. 

Both photographs were 
taken by motorman 
Edwin Nelson on June 
17, 1954, one day before 
streetcar service 
throughout the Twin 
Cities was discontinued. 

tem of 392 miles of rail and overhead 
cable, 724 streetcars and 354 older 
type buses into an engineered, modern 
network served by the world's largest 
fleet of new 51-passenger diesel buses." 

More than 300 guests were invited 
to witness the end. They were served 
lunch on the eight retiring trolley cars 
as they completed their last rides. Pas
sengers were allowed to take signs, 
fare boxes, and leather straps from 
the trolleys on to the new diesel buses, 

which awaited them at the end ofline, to transport them back from 
the transit sheds to downtown Minneapolis. 

The University has used the intercampus bus system ever 
since. A transitway constructed between 1990 and '93 connected 
the two campuses via a shortcut reserved for buses and bicycles 

www. Min nesotaAI u m ni .org 

that runs from behind the TCF Bank Stadium east toward St. Paul, 
past Highway 280 and Energy Park Drive, to a lot at the State 
Fairgrounds. 

At about the same time, the state Department of Transporta
tion and the Regional Transit Board began talking once again 
about bringing a rail line back to the campus- not an intercampus 
trolley, but light rail transit. It was October 1992, and local transit 
officials were readying a final study of the proposed LRT line to 
send off to Washington, D.C., in hopes of securing federal funds 
for the project. 

Today, scores of rail workers are laying track down University 
and Washington avenues once again. By 2014, a century after the 
intercampus trolley made its first circuit between St. Paul and the 
East Bank, the streetcar will return to campus. • 

Tim Brady is a writer living in St. Paul and regular contributor to 
Minnesota. 
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Interest in Genes 
Never Fades 

A 
!bert Einstein had decided against donating 
his organs to science. When Einstein died in 
1955, howeve1~ the man tasked with perform

ing the autopsy absconded with the Nobel laureate's 
brain, unable to pass up a chance at isolating some clue 
to the man's genius. That same decade, a physician 
traced the lineage of a boy with Mar fan syndrome 
back to Abe Lincoln's great-great-grandfather, laying 
the foundation for scientists 36 years later to propose 
testing the former president's D A. These and other 
genetic decoders were mostly disappointed, and the 
genetics questions they sought to answer persist: Are 
our personalities determined at the cellular level? 
Can a person's biology reveal what made them who 
they are? Is artistic or scientific genius written into 
our genetic code? 

A preoccupation with his own genes is partly 
what led author Sam Kean (B.A. '02) to write about 
the intricacies ofD A. The Violinist's Thumb-a title 
referring to 19th-century virtuoso Niccolo Paganini, 
whose freakishly flexible joints were likely the result 
of a genetic disorder-is the second in Kean's series of 

The 
Violinist's 
Thumb: And 
Other Lost 
Tales of Love, 
War, and 
Genius, as 
Written by 
Our Genetic 
Code 
By Sam Kean 
(B.A. '02) 
Little, Brown and 
Company, 2012 

engaging books on science topics; 
the first , 2010's The Disappear
ing Spoon, tackled the periodic 
table and was a New York Times 
best seller. He approaches his lat
est subject with a mix of humor, 
authority, and passion that should 
appeal to genetics enthusiasts as 
well as those who only vaguely 
remember Punnett squares from 
middle school biology. 

Kean moves conversationally 
between a number of narrative 
strands, one being the history of the people 
who helped illuminate DNA-from Mendel 
and his peas to the researchers behind the 
Human Genome Project. The stories of sci
entific discoveries brim with intrigue, rancor
ous competition, and political maneuvering. 
Throughout the history of modern genetics, 
prevailing views led scientists and institutions 
alike to suppress correct theories for decades 
at a time, including Darwin's natural selection, 
which fell out of favor during the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. Fierce (and occasionally 

underhanded) competition alternately helped and hindered sci
entists' attempts to solve the mysteries of genetics. Frustratingly, 
such schemes continue to this day. The race between the National 
Institutes of Health and the Celera Corporation may have led to 
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the human genome being mapped faster than it would have oth
erwise, but it was marred by the antics of one so-called "Caligula 
of biology" and by the slapdash methods of Celera's cofounder, 
which many scientists claimed were unsound and tantamount 
to cheating. 

Anotl1er strand consists of anecdotes illuminating the strange 
and occasionally sinister side of genetics. As he did for the ele
ments in The Disappearing Spoon, Kean presents an engrossing 
collection of curious and bizarre tales relating to DNA, many of 
which probably wouldn't make it into the average science text
book. These run the gamut from humorous (the supposed diagno- ~ 
sis ofDarth Vader's borderline personality disorder) to horrifying ~ 
(the DNA-related effects of excess vitamin A) to awe-inspiring (the ~ 
genius of "megasavant" Kim Peek, who inspired the movie Rain i 
Man). The anecdotes make for brilliant conversation starters, but ;:i 

more in1portant, they put natnes and faces to the genetic concepts ~ 
0 

Kean discusses. ~ 



The last main thread is made up oflessons on how DNA works, 
sprinkled injudiciously between the more entertaining passages. 
For the general reader, some of the finer points of DNA functions 
may be difficult to grasp, but Kea.n is an effective teacher (he taught 
for several years at an experimental charter school in St. Paul), and 
he provides a concrete foundation for the more abstract informa
tion the book covers. He also occasionally makes science a little 
more accessible in a way that speaks to his dual degree in physics 
and English: "[I]n some ways genes are better viewed as concep
tual, not material," he writes in the opening chapter. "A gene is 
really information-more like a story, with DNA as the language 
the story is written in." Above all, as the author acknowledges, 
despite all we now know about what DNA is and how it works, 
there is still something ineffable about the way genetic code 
translates into a unique human being. It may be this nuance-the 
elusive connection between genes and genius-that makes the 
book so fascinating. 

Readers accustomed to rigidly structured nonfiction might find 
the meandering style of The Violinist's Thumb challenging at times, 
but this very style was a key factor in Kean's success with his first 
book. He is a storyteller who reveals facts bit by bit in a way that 
draws the reader along, eager to see how the pieces fit together. 
He is a personable, capable guide in the complex world of genetics. 

The son of parents named (believe it or not) Gene and Jean, 
Kean lives in Washington, D.C. His third science-related book is 
due out in the summer of2014. -Madeleine Vasaly 

From Pigs to Whales 

Arnold Leonard (B.S. '52, M.D. '55, 
Ph.D. '63), former head of pediatric 

surgery at the University of Minnesota, 
was fortunate to have worked beside 
some of the world's most renowned med
ical pioneers. This summer, he published 
a slim volume packed with these giants' 
stories, chronicling their influence on 
surgery in the United States. 

Through the Portals of Pigs and 
Owen Wangensteen Manure-whose title refers to the fact 

that Owen Wangensteen (B.S. '19, M.D. 
'21, Ph.D. '25) nearly became a veterinarian instead of a physi
cian-covers modern heart surgery, organ transplantation, the 
origin of the pacemaker, and more. Leonard even recounts a 
charming "whale" of a tale, when he became part of a medical 
team that reconstructed the deteriorating jaw of Big Mouth, a 
beloved beluga whale at the Minnesota Zoo, saving his life. 

Leonard hopes his book appeals to anyone who values the 
impact inspiring teachers might have on subsequent generations. 

The book's proceeds will benefit the ArnoldS. Leonard Cancer 
Research Fund. A book signing is planned for September 22 at 
University of Minnesota Amplatz Children's Hospital. For more 
information, call612-626-193l. -Shelly Fling 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
SOSDSOSOSOCOSDSOS 

MEMBER BENEFIT 

ISLAND LIFE IN ANCIENT 

www.Mi n nesotaAI u m n i.org 

Join us for this exclusive nine-day odyssey to the windswept paradise of Greece's ancient islands 
and Turkey's fabled coast. Cruise from Athens to Istanbul aboard the exclusively chartered, deluxe 
small ship m.s. L 'Austral. Meet local residents during the specially arranged Village Forum™ for a 
personal perspective on the true character of the Aegean Sea's maritime culture. Carefully designed, 
expert-led excursions are highlighted by the UNESCO World Heritage sites of the classical ruins of 
Delos, the Old Town of Rhodes, the Monastery of St. John on Patmos and legendary Troy. Extend your 
voyage with the Athens Pre-Cruise Option and the Istanbul or Cappadocia Post-Cruise Option. From 
approximately plus air (per person, double occupancy). 
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A Herstoric Gopher Puzzle 
By Deane Morrison and George Barany 

ACROSS 

Password's partner 

7 Japanese dog 

12 On the wagon? 

18 Giorgio known for 
snazzy suits 

19 Calf-length skirts 

20 Pantry 

21 School of Nursing 
director who 
championed better 
student living 
conditions 

23 _spoon (diner) 
24 Affidavit takers 

25 Move one's tail 

26 El 

27 Heavy metal 

30 _-Cat (winter 
vehicle) 

31 See 75-Across 

33 Wearaway 

35 Equatorial 
alternative 

37 Orbiter visited by 
astronauts and 
cosmonauts from 15 
nations: Abbr. 

39 Star with a lot of flare 

41 Portent 

42 Musical activist 
responsible for 
expansion of 
the Northrop 
Auditorium stage to 
concert size 

45 National survey 
taken every 10 years 

47 U of M school 
formerly known as IT 

48 Tolkien menace 

50 Gossips at shu! 

53 It may be a lot 

56 Is less than 
forthcoming 

61 Revere 

62 Billy the Kid 
portrayer Gulager 

63 U of M dormitory 
whose first word 
describes the six 
longest answers 
in this puzzle and 
whose second word 
hints at what they 
have in common 

65 Org. with HQ named 
for George Bush 

66 It may be won or 
conferred 

68 Cardgame 

69 Cardgame 

70 Bailiwick 

72 Furthermore 

73 Choose (to) 

75 With 31-Across, 
kitchen ingredient 
of kindergarten 
volcano 

78 U of M faculty 
member who 
successfully 
campaigned for a 
physical education 
building for women 

84 JFK and RFK, e.g. 

86 Read, as a bar code 

88 Shirley Mac Laine, to 
Warren Beatty 

89 Sabbatical, e.g. 

90 Piece of cake 

92 Between ports 

94 Pi follower 

96 Achilles was dipped 
in it 

97 See 8o-Down 

98 George's brother, the 
lyricist 

100 Pithy sayings 

103 State of fitness 

105 Nation's first 
female professor 
and founder of 
Minneapolis 
Improvement 
League 

109 Did gently like the 
sweet Afton (in a 
Burns poem) 

110 He flew in space 
twice, 36 years apart 

111 Sang the praises of 

112 Clerical assemblies 

113 Spruce named for an 
Alaskan city 

114 Mum 

DOWN 

Delta competitor: 
Abbr. 

2 Welcome sign on 
B'way 

3 Aussie that can't get 
off the ground 

4 Wetspell? 

5 Words before "many 
words" 

6 Girth control 
methods 

7 Spanish sherry 

8 New Zealander that 
can't get off the 
ground 

9 flxes 
(obsessions) 

10 Conductor Michael 
Thomas 

11 Communication 
system for the gorilla 
Koko:Abbr. 

12 Aquatic plant that U 
of M professor Roger 
Ruan uses to make 
biodiesel fuel 

13 One often seen on 
the Mississippi River 

14 Taconite, e.g. 

15 First dean of women 
at U of M, who later 
became president of 
Radcliffe 

16 Live 

17 Canadiens Hall of 
Fame goalie Ken 

22 Reaction to a pop 
quiz, perhaps 

25 It may be new or 
permanent 

27 Washroom, for short 

28 Computer file suffix 

29 Make public 

32 Happy colleague 

34 Pugilistic period 

36 Syllables meaning "I 
forgot the words" 

38 "We fair and 
square": Senator 
Hayakawa's 
justification for 
keeping the Panama 
Canal 

40 Apt anagram of 
"Sean Connery": ON 

SCREEN 
43 Interstate hauler 

44 Coral/us caninus, 
a species that is no 
snake in the grass 

46 The U of M one 
includes a palette 
and a plow 

49 There are six of 
these in a benzene 
molecule 

@ Answers to the Gopher Crossword appear on page 54. To solve this puzzle online, go to www.MinnesotaAlumni.org/crossword_falhz. 
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51 "Casta diva" for a diva, e.g. 

52 Put in one's place 

53 Play parts, or plays a part 

54 Cut out, as coupons 

55 Doctor/director who expanded U of M 
health service university-wide 

57 Quadrennial games org. 

58 Meaningful information/level of static: 
Abbr. 

59 U of M dept. for future couturiers, among 
others 

60 Give a little, in a way 

63 Use of a company car, e.g. 

64 Trotsky or Spinks 

67 Pad paper? 

69 Nerve-wracking 

71 Cologne cone content 

74 D.C. wheeler-dealer 

76 March Madness org. 

77 It may be natural or noble 

79 Blissful state 

80 They may be placed in a 97-Across 

81 Lab rodent 

82 It climbs the walls of hallowed halls 

83 According to Bill Cosby, a good topic in 
school as long as the kids aren't given 
homework 

84 The Elmer L. Andersen Library is built 
atop these 

85 Nearly never 

87 Early Everest climber Tenzing Norgay, 
for one 

91 In a snit 

93 Word on a French stop sign 

95 Face-to-face exams 

99 Team for which Tom Seaver threw his 
only no-hitter 

101 Sound from the St. Paul campus, perhaps 

102 Brith 

104 Noah count? 

105 British sports cars 

106 Schiller's "_to Joy" 

107 Stimpy's cartoon pal on Nickelodeon 
channel 

108 Rachel Carson subj. 

Deane Morrison is an editor and science 
writer in the Offi.ce of University Relations. 
George Barany, a professor of chemistry 
at the University of Minnesota, has 
written collaborative puzzles for the New 
York Times and other media. For more 
crossword puzzles created by Barany and 
friends, visit http://tinyurl.com/gbpuzzle. 

www.M innesotaAl u mn i .org 

www.accessminnesotaonline . com 

r 
ACCfSS 
MINNfSOTA 

Access Minnesota ... Issues that Matter to You. 

On the radio, television and online - Access 

Minnesota draws upon the expertise of the U of M 

faculty for deeper insight into today's pivotal issues. 

CL~ em COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 
TWIN CITIES 

minnesota broadcasters association UNIVERSITY OF M I NNESOTA 

www.accessminnesotaonline.com 
for stations and broadcast times 
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A Blockbuster Career 

J im Burke's tuxedo got a workout last winter. He was copro
ducer of the hit movie The Descendants, a family drama set in 
Hawaii that was directed by Alexander Payne, one ofBurke's 

two partners in the production company Ad Hominem Enterprises. 
The film won a Golden Globe for best motion picture dran1a and was 
nominated for an Academy Award for best picture, an1ongmultiple 
other honors. 

In his three-decade career, Burke (B.A. '82) has been involved 
in producing some 50 movies and television shows, 12 of them 
feature films, including Cedar Rapids (2011), The Savages (2007), 
Election (1999), and Kingpin (1996). He describes the job of a pro
ducer as "making a million decisions;' beginning with identifying 
the movie's premise, whether based on a book, magazine article, or 
original idea. Developing the script and finding the right director, 
studio, and actors come next. Once those elements are in place, 
he says, producing involves "going about the business of trying to 
make that movie work-build the bandwagon and start pushing it 
and hope people jump on." 

Burke has loved movies since his youth in Edina, where he once 
watched a limousine bearing Robert Redford visit the house of his 
neighbor, Judith Guest. Guest was the author of Ordinary People, a 
novel Redford would make into a 1980 Academy Award-winning 
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film. In the dawn of the VCR era, Burke had the opportunity to 
watch and rewatch a lot of movies, first at a downtown Minneapo
lis independent movie theater partly owned by his father, then as 
a ticket taker at a local sn·ip mall. Foreign films were his favorites. 

Speech communication degree from the University of Min
nesota in hand, Burke headed for Los Angeles in his Ford Pinto 
wagon. "I just knew I wanted to get into show business," Burke 
says. "If I had one powerful thing going in my favor, I didn't know 
that I couldn't do it." 

Financial success came when he and a friend set up an inde
pendent film and television company, Rysher Entertainment. 
Its sole commodity initially was syndication rights for the teen 
sitcom Saved by the Bell, which ran on NBC from 1989 to 1993. He 
then had wherewithal to produce the kinds of movies he likes to 
watch: "human-type films: films that change in tone, like life-you 
may be laughing in the morning and your heart may be breaking 
in the afternoon." 

He's energized by the movie he's working on now, set in Min
neapolis and based on the life of James Fearing, a nationally known 
expert on addiction who specialized in interventions. Fearing died 
in 2002 at age 46. "When I meet people they often say, 'I have a 
great idea for a movie.' I've heard that ten thousand times," Burke 
says. "This guy [Fearing] starts telling me his story, and you know 
what? It was a good idea." The movie has a completed script but 
neither a director nor cast has been chosen. 



While the painstaking and varied tasks of producing still challenge 
and excite him, the 53-year-old Burke says he doesn't know how many 
more movies he'll make. "As I get older, I'm becoming more picky and 
fussy. I don't want to make just any movie." -Laura Weber 

A Champion of Change 

W anjiru Kamau-Rutenberg(M.A. 'OS, Ph.D. '08) knows firsthand 
what it's like to be a promising scholar with limited financial 

and social resources. That knowledge-and her graduate research in 
political science at the University ofMinnesota on obstacles to African 
women's access to decision-making positions in public life- has led to 
her life's work as a scholar and an activist straddling two continents. 

When Kamau-Rutenbergwas 14 years old, she left her native Nai
robi, Kenya, to live in Denver with relatives she had never met. "There 
was very little hope on the 
horizon," says Kamau-Ruten
berg of her native country, 
which at the time was under 
the rule of dictator Daniel arap 
Moi. Her relatives offered her 
the opportunity to attend a 
public high school in hopes of 
securing a college scholarship, 
which she eventually did. 

Now an assistant professor 
in the Department of Politics 
at the University of San Fran
cisco, Kamau-Rutenberg is 

also founder and executive director of Akili 
Dada, a nonprofit based in Nairobi that serves 
as a leadership incubator by investing in young 
women from underprivileged Kenyan families. In Swahili, akili means intellect and 
competence; dada-sister- is a term of familiarity an1ongwomen. 

Kamau-Rutenbergvividly recalls the constant financial hardship she experienced 
as a graduate. Her stipend as a teaching assistant barely covered living expenses, 
let alone the costs of moving to Minneapolis and setting up a new life. "I remember 
running home in tears one day after a professor realized I hadn't done my readings. 
I didn't have the heart to tell him that I couldn't afford to pay for the books," she 
says. That experience informs how Kamau-Rutenberg structured Akili Dada's fully 
comprehensive scholarships, which also include mentorships, peer interactions, and 
leadership opportunities. 

Last January, Kamau-Rutenberg was one of 14 Americans with roots in the Horn 
of Africa to be named a Champion of Change by the White House's Office of Public 
Engagement. "As a Kenyan who finally became a U.S. citizen last year, it was amazing 
for me think about President Obama's Kenyan heritage and to share the stage with 
the other Champions," she says. Whether raising funds for scholarships or leading a 
classroom seminar, Kamau-Rutenberg says, "I bring a passion for African women's 
empowerment and a desire to tell a different story about Africa from what is commonly 
shared in the West." -L.W. 

To watch Wanjiru Kamau-Rutenbergtalk aboutAkili Dada,go to www.MinnesotaAlumni. 
org/ Kamau-Rutenberg. 
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF YOUR 

CAMPUS EVENTS AND DISCOUNTS 
Author Events 
meet local and national authors 
D'Amico & Sons McNamara Alumni Center 
dining discount 
Campus Club 
membership discount 
U of M Golf Course 
season pass/alumni rates 
Gopher Athletics 
special event and ticket offers 
University Libraries 
library borrowing discounts 
McNamara Alumni Center 
rental discounts for life members 
Commons Hotel Minneapolis 
alumni room rates and food discounts 
The Raptor Center 
program discount 
Student Unions and Activities 
space rental discount 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Bell Museum of Natural History 
membership discount 
Children's Theatre Company 
ticket discount 

Q> Entertainment Discounts Nationwide 
movies, shows, parks, etc. 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 
membership discount 
Northrop Concerts and Lectures 
special event & ticket offers 
U of M School of Music 
ticket discounts 

@Signed First Edition Club 
discount on sig ned books 
U of M Theatre Arts & Dance/MN Centennial Showboat 
special event & ticket offers 
Weisman Art Museum 
membership discount 

GOPHER APPAREL AND GIFTS 
Q> University Bookstores 

merchandise discount 
Goldy's Locker Room 
merchandise discount 

SERVICES 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

\t>Affinity Credit Card Issued by Bank of America 
Call Bank of America at 800-932-2775; priority codeVABCKU 

1nB Q> Alumni Home Savings 
mortgage/real estate services 800-371-6574 

\t Auto & Home Insurance 
alumni rates 800-225-8281 

\t Life & Medical Insurance 
alumni rates 888-560-2586 

TRAVEL AND LEISURE 
\t, Alumni Travel Program 

www. Min nesotaA I u m n i.org/trave I 
Q> Car Rentals/Hotel Discounts 

nationwide savings 
Club Quarters 

Q> access to club hotels and amenities 

EDUCATION & PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Carlson School of Management Executive Education 
tuition discount 
U of M Center for Spirituality and Healing 
wellness program discounts 
Learninglife Short Courses 
course discounts 

@Libraries Publications Online 
access to select library databases 
U of M School of Dentistry 
continuing education discounts 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) 
first-year membership discount 

@Professional Development Courses 
continuing education discounts 

COMMUNICATION 
\t Minnesota magazine 

subscription with members hip 
@Alumni Association e-mail updates 

monthly benefit e-mails 
\t Special Announcements 

occasional breaking news and event email 

CAREER RESOURCES & NETWORKING 
University Counseling & Consulting Services 
career assessment discount 
U of M Career Counseling and Assessment Clinic 
career assessment discount 

~ : ACCESS I DISCOUNT AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE 



Back-to- Back to School For decades, first year 

students at the University of Minnesota have been 

introduced to campus life and each other during Welcome 

Week festivities. This year the class of 2016 will be 

initiated into college life the week of August 29 through 

September 3. Pictured here are a couple of students 

looking pretty cheeky during Welcome Week in 1956. 

www .Mi nnesota A lumni .org 

INSIDE 

Documenting 
Africa 

Space Out 
at the Bell 

A Date 
in Whoville 

Zestful Learning 
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Documenting Africa at the Weisman 
This fall the Weisman Art Museum 
will present Guy Tillim: Avenue Patrice 
Lumumba, a stirring photographic exhibit 
on Africa. Lumumba, a revered figure 
in Africa, was the first prime minister of 
the Democratic Republic of Congo after 
his country won independence from 
Belgium in 1960. His government was 
deposed in a coup only months later, and 
Lumumba was subsequently imprisoned 
and murdered. Numerous streets bear his 
name in sou them and western Africa. 

The exhibition, which runs October 
13 through January 6, 2013, examines 
modern history in Africa against the 
backdrop of its colonial and post-colonial 
architectural heritage as documented by 
South African photographer Guy Tillim. 
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Tillim's photographs use landscape and 
people to present the repercussions of 
social conflict without showing the action 
itself. 

The exhibition Guy Tillim:Avemze 
Patrice Lwmzmba has been organized 
by the Museum of Contemporary 
Photography at Columbia College in 
Chicago. 

University of Minnesota alumni 
receive a discount on the price of 
admission to the opening reception on 
October 12. Alumni Association members 
receive a $5 savings on a one-year 
individual or dual Weisman Art Museum 
membership. Learn more at www. 
MinnesotaA/umni.orglweisman. 

-Shannon Edholm 

Above: 
City Hall 
Offices, 
Lubumbashi, 
DR Congo, 
2007, by 
Guy Tillim 

Right: 
A group 

at the 
ExploraDome 

during 
Northern 
Spark, an 

annual festival 
of culture and 

creativity in 
the Twin Cities 



Reach New Heights 
at the Bell 
Take a journey among the planets 
and stars at the Bell Museum of 
Natural History's ExploraDome, an 
inflatable, 25-foot diameter dome 
that allows visitors to travel virtually 
on a 3-D exploration of the universe. 
Astronomy novices and seasoned 
enthusiasts alike will learn something 
from the ExploraDome's broad and rich 
content. 

In addition to the stationary dome 
at the museum, the Bell Museum 
also has a traveling ExploraDome 
that visits schools at1d community 
events throughout Minnesota. The 
dome's digital imaging software 
is also being used to assist other 
University programs-for exan1ple, 
participants in the Design of Medical 
Devices Conference last spring used 
the ExploraDome to take a unique 
immersive journey through the 
human heart. 

To learn more about the 
ExploraDome's schedule at1d pricing, 
visit www.bellmuseum.org. Alunmi 
Association members receive a $5 
savings on Bell Museum membership, 
which starts at $30 annually. Leat·n 
more at www.MinnesotaAlumni.org/ 
Be/LMuseum. -S.E. 

www.M i nnesota Alumni .org 

National Board Chair 

Woolgathering 

As thoughts turn to fall and the start of the new school year, I recall one of my first 
encounters with the University ofMinnesota-back when I was still in high school 
in Verndale, Minnesota. 

My brod1er at1d I had bought some sheep for a 4-H project, and when I heard about a 
sheep-shearing course in Greenbush, in far nord1ern Minnesota, I took off from school to 
attend. That two-day workshop led to insights and opportunities I could not have foreseen 
as a junior in high school. 

The class was offered by the U's local Extension office, so I saw firsiliand ilie value of 
outreach and knowledge dissemination-the literal "extension" of the U's reach-while 
learning a practical skill. A few years later, when I enrolled at the University to study agri
cultural economics, I put my new skills to good use. By shearing the U's sheep flock, I was 
able to cover part of 
my tuition. Housed 
on the St. Paul cam
pus, the sheep I cared 
for were used for 
research on livestock 
husbandry practices. 
Unbeknownst to me, 
I had become a small 
part of the incredible 
research engine that 
drives many of the life
improving advances 
we have come to 
expect from the U. 

A few years later, 
through a class offered 
when I was a senior, I joined the University's Wool JudgingTean1. 
We competed at major livestock shows in the United States, 
pitting our ability against other schools' wool judging teams, to 
identify the highest quality wool. 

That experience taught me someiliing that has stuck with me 
to this day-somedllngiliatapplies to life beyond sheep shearing 
and wool judging. As you might expect, the finest wool garments 
are made from d1e highest quality wool fiber. Wool is judged on a 
number of attributes, including d1e fiber's length, dian1eter, at1d 
crimp, which is its natural waviness. Greater crimp generally 

"Anyone who 
has inspected 
a lot of wool 
soon begins 
to appreciate 
the enormous 
importance 
of the subtle 
crimp." 

indicates a finer and more unique fiber, which contributes to ilie strength and quality of 
d1e resulting fabric. 

Anyone who has inspected a lot of wool soon begins to appreciate the enormous impor
tat1ce of the subtle crimp. For me, the life lesson has been to keep seeking unique crimps 
because d1ey ar·e what give strength and value. I see this ideal demonstrated in the intricate 
weave ofd1e University's drreefold mission of teaching, research, and outreach. These fibers 
form a fabric that provides strength and value to our communities across the entire state. 

I look forward to serving the Alumni Association as national board chair dlls year, and I 
atn grateful for the diverse "crimps" d1at all alumni bring and share as at11bassadors for the 
U. Together we are weaving a masterpiece! -Kent Horsager (B.S. '84) 
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T H E A T R E 
Arts& Dance 
2012-2013 
Rarig Center, West Bank 

Department of 
Theatre Arts & Dance 
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Zestful Learning 
You're not likely to hear these students complain that learning is a chore. They are members of 
a Special Interest Group (SIG) affil iated with the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI), a 
Twin Cities membership-based community of older adults who love learning. OLLI provides 
unique opportunities, including SIGs, for members to expand their knowledge, explore their 
curiosities, and indulge in their interests. More than 350 courses and activities are offered each 
year at the University of Minnesota as well as at sites throughout the Twin Cities. 

Members create SIGs based on their shared interests and usually meet within their 
neighborhoods. New SIGs are formed throughout the year and include book clubs, bridge, 
memoir writing, play reading, and numerous other pursuits. Pictured here are members of the 
paddling SIG having fun kayakingon Lake Calhoun in Minneapolis. Left to right are Kathy 
Jacobsen, Ginny Mal1lum, Kay Anderson, Nell Bean, Connie VanValkenburg, and Karl Wilson, 
current OLLI president. 

Alumni Association members can join OLLI at a first-year fee of $175-a $20 savings off the 
regular annual fee of$195. Learn more about OLLI at www.MinnesotaAlumni.org/OLLI or call 
the OLLI office at 612-624-7847. -S.E. 

Book a Date in Whoville 

Reserve tickets now for the Children's 
Theatre Company's (CTC) presentation 
of one of the most beloved stories of 
the holiday season, Dr. Seuss' How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas, November 
6 through December 30. It's one of 
six performances scheduled for the 
CTC's 2012-13 
season, which 
also features the 
world premier 
of Buccaneers, 
from September 
11 through 

Bradley Greenwald 
and Kayli Mcintyre 

in a previous CTC 
production of 

Dr. Seuss' How 
the Grinch Stole 

Christmas. 



Tablet Technology Meets History 
Rediscover the University of Minnesota's 
history-from the quirky to the sublime
with a visit to the Heritage Gallery, 
located in the McNamara Alumni Center. 
The Heritage Gallery's latest addition, a 
multimedia time line, uses iPads and brings 
a new interactive dimension to the gallery. 

Organized into four distinct sections
origins of the University, research, 
service, and education-the time line 
is richly illustrated with hand-painted 
backdrops, memorabilia, old photographs, 
and sculptural elements such as stacks 
of burlap grain bags. World-changing 
i1movations, such as the Green Revolution, 
and other discoveries pioneered at the U 
are situated in the context of world events. 
The iPads are built in at the end of each 
section and connect visitors to the latest 
news and events from the University. 

But there's monkey business as well. 
Included in the memorabilia is a small 
stuffed monkey and the story behind it: In 
1926, a year after the Scopes Monkey Trial, 
during a lecture at the Armory by a local 
pastor berating the University for teaching 
evolution, a student lowered the stuffed 
monkey on a string from the rafters. In the 
ensuing chaos, the monkey disappeared, 
only to resurface 74 years later. 

"Time lines are always tricky because 
the closer you get to the present, the 
harder it is to judge what the major 
events are;' says exhibit designer Steve 

October 21, as well as Dr: Seuss' The Cat in 
the Hat, Finocchio, Jackie and Me, and Alice 
in Wonderland. 

The Minneapolis-based CTC is 
recognized as North America's flagship 
theater for children and families. Its 
reputation is built on a 40-year history of 
adapting classic children's literature and 
storybooks. 

Alumni Association members are 
eligible to receive a 15 percent discount on 
single tickets to the CTC's regular 2012-13 
season. For more information visit www. 
MinnesotaAlumni.orglctc. 

www.M innesota Alumni .org 

Boyd-Smith. Throughout its evolution, 
the Heritage Gallery has been guided 
by a committee of both University and 
non-University volunteers working 
closely with a professional curator and 
McNan1ara Alumni Center management. 

Boyd-Smith and the Heritage Gallery's 
design team have more ideas in the works 
that incorporate new teclmology, and they 
expect continual evolution of the gallery. In 
the coming years, visitors may experience 
a searchable database of the U's yearbooks, 
a digital map that shows the U's reach in 
Minnesota, and an interactive installation 
resembling the inside of Al's Breakfast, a 
Dinkytown diner. 

The Heritage Gallery is free and open 
to the public. 

To read more about the monkey 
episode, see "The Fight for Academic 
Freedom" from the November-December 
2003 issue of Minnesota at www. 
MinnesotaAlumni.orgl AcademicFreedom. 

-Abbey Kleinert 

A small stuffed monkey 
used in a student's 
prank in 1926 is part 
of the Heritage Gallery 
time line. 

Fall 2012 MINNES OTA 53 



Get in Fall Gear 
Stock up on maroon and gold essentials at the University of 
Mi1mesota Bookstores, your source for Golden Gopher fashions 
and novelties. Pictured here are just a few favorites that fans of 
all ages will find at the Coffman Memorial Union location. To see 

what's in store next time you visit, watch the Bookstores' video 
tour at www.bookstores.umn.edu/storesj coffinan.html. 

Stop in to shop Monday through Saturday or visit the 
Bookstores' outdoor kiosks near TCF Bank Stadium on Gopher 
football Saturdays. Your University ofMi1mesota Alumni 
Association member card entitles you to a 10 percent discount 
on apparel. Save even more by subscribing to the Bookstores' 
Gopher Fan Favorites e-mails at www.bookstore.umn.edu and 
receiving advance notice of all sales. 

Looking for a great read? Check out the Bookstores' 
expansive selection of general reading titles, including 
literature, biography, best sellers, travel, signed first editions, 
and much more. Your Alumni Association member card saves 
10 percent on general book purchases. Join the Bookstores' 
Rewards progran1 and save 20 percent on all general books. 
Visit www.bookstore.umn.edu for more information, locations, 
and store hours. - Jennifer Benson 

A Space for All Seasons and Reasons 

The versatile and award-winning 
McNan1araAlunmi Center on the 
East Bank campus of the University 
of Minnesota has the perfect space 

Left: Memorial 
Hall decorated for 
a hol iday party 

Right: The Maroon 
& Gold Room set 
up for a t raining 

for your next 
meeting or 
event. Ten 
rooms that boast 
eye-catching 
architecture, 

including copper and wood, 
and feature state-of-the-art AV 
equipment are available to rent. 
From the intimate Maroon & Gold 
Room with a classroom-style 
seating capacity of 56, to University 
Hall, which can host a reception of 
180, to the spacious Memorial Hall, 
which can accommodate 500 for 

Answers to The Gopher Crossword on page 44 

seated dining, the McNamara Alumni Center has a room that can accommodate 
a group of any size. The venue is popular throughout the Twin Cities area for 
weddings, receptions, conferences, and meetings of all types. 

For more information and to reserve space visit the McNamara Alumni Center's 
website at www.mac-events.org. Fully paid life members of the Alumni Association 
are eligible for discounts on room rentals. Amounts vary according to the room. For 
more information, visit www.MinnesotaAlumni.org/mcnamaraalumnicenter. 

Pictured here are the Maroon & Gold Room set for a training and the spectacular 
Memorial Hall decorated for a hoi iday party. - S.E. 
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A Special Welcome to Our 
Newest Fully Paid Life Members 

(reflects Aprii15-July 15. 2012) 

JAMES A. ABRAHAMSON 
CHRISTOPHER CAM LEY 
JOSE l. ARTILES·Gil 
EDWARD J AUERBACH 
HAROLD W. AURAND 
KATHRYN E. BAERWALD 
THOMAS J BAERWALD 
STEVEN M. BAIER 
JEFFREY A BALKE 
MARY ANN BANNERMAN 
JOEL A. BARKER 
SUSAN K. BARKER 
NICHOLAS J BARSIC 
ALICE BERGSTROM 
JOHN A. BOLZ 
RONALD A. BONGARD 
KATHERINE A. BONNEVILLE 
CAROL V. BOSSMAN 
PAULINE M. BOUCHARD 
CHRISTINE D. BREMER 
DONALD P. BREWSTER 
DELORES M. BURG 
GARY L BURNS 
MARILYN K. BURNS 
JAMES G. BUTLER 
NANCY L CAMERON 
NIALL 0. CARGILL 
TIDHAR I CARMEl! 
TAMARA A. CLOSE 
ROBERT W. COOLEY 

SARAH A. COOLEY 
TANYA K. CORNELIUS 
AMY CREWS 
KIRK L CUMPSTON 
HELENE S. DELZER 
BENJAMIN D. Dill 
SUSAN A. DIMAGNO 
LINDA K. DOSMANN 
MIRIAM R. DOTSON 
BRADLEY A. DUNLAP 
ANDREA J ElliNG$ 
DAVID L ElliNG$ 
NICOLE S. ELLIS 
ROBERT W. ElliS 
JEAN M. ElWEll·KEIR 
ALVA W EMERSON 
ELISABETH 0. EMERSON 
NANCY FARHRENDORFF BARSIC 
BETHANY FINOORFF 
DANIEL R. FOLTZ 
RICHARD T FORD 
LARRY B. FORSLAND 
MYRON I. FRISCH 
WILLIAM J GAll 
MICHAEL R GARDNER 
ELDON M. GATH 
BRYN I. GEFFERT 
CATHY A GUNDERSON 
MARK J. GuNDERSON 
JON D. HAACK 

WESLEY H. HANNA 
WALLACE R. HANSEN 
LYLE V. HANSON 
DEBRA L HAUGEN 
JOEL R. HAUGEN 
COLLEEN N HAYES 
KATHERINE L HEARTH 
STEVEN F. HEARTH 
LARRY l HEGLAND 
MARIA G. HEGLAND 
PETER D. HEHU 
LANET H. HEIMER 
CHRISTOPHER J. HEINZE 
RICHARD R.HEISLER 
DANIEL HERFURTH 
LORI K. HERFURTH 
JAY l HEWITT 
JEAN A HEWLETT-MOLINE 
RAYMOND P. HOFFMAN 
RYAN M. HORNER 
JAMES R. HUCKLE 
KRISTA K. S. HUTCHINSON 
STEFANIE M. IGTANLOC 
STACY B. ILSTRUP 
NELS C JOHNSON 
ORVIS J. R. JOHNSON 
SEAN C JOHNSON 
JAY M. JONES 
LAUREL A. KADDATZ 
BETH KALMAN KARON 

MAX M. KAMPELMAN 
KRIST! E. KAMPMEYER 
MICHAEL P. KAMPMEYER 
BARRY L KARON 
TARK M. KATZENMEYER 
TARA E. KEEHR 
TERRY D. KEIR 
JAMES L KILGORE 
JENNIE E. KIM 
JOHNS. KIM 
ROGER A. KITIELSON 
TATSUHIDE KIYOKAWA 
SHIRLEY R. KNUTSON 
KATHLEEN A. KOLLODGE 
KENNETH R. KOLLODGE 
JOSEPH J KOWALIK 
JON S. KUBES 
JOSEPH P. KULAS 
MARYS. KURCINKA 
ROBERT E. LA RUE 
WILLIAM L. LADD 
MARY E. LANDWEHR 
RICHARD L LANDWEHR 
NANCY W. LARSON 
SUETllAU 
ROBERT M. LAUNER 
MARILYN M. LEISTER 
TIMOTHY C. LEISTER 
HELEN J UFSON 
RONALD P. UFSON 
RENA A LINDGREN 
RICHARD D. LINDGREN 
RALEIGH LITTLE 
VICKIUTWER 
DAVID W. LONGWORTH 
JACKIE D. LONGWORTH 
MARK R. LORENZEN 
BRANDON C LUCKMAN 
ROBERT LUND 
DELORES A. LUTZ 
MARY JANE MADDEN 
ELMER J MALINEN 

VONNA M. MAUNEN 
JULIE C. MANFRED 
MARK l MANFRED 
BETH MASTERSON 
THOMAS E. MASTERSON 
ANISE M. MCDOWEll 
THOMAS W. MEDCALF 
EVANGELANE MEIUM 
BRUCE C MEYER 
CHRISTOPHER L MITCHEll 
TERRY A. MOEN 
JOSEPH H. MOORE 
MARCUS A. NEAL 
CHERYLL. NELSON 
MICHAEL NESDAHL 
MARILYN M. NEWSOM 
TSEWANG NGODUP 
KAY P NOGUCHI 
RENEE M. NORMAN 
JAMES P O'DONNEll 
JUDITH A. O'DONNEll 
WALTER H. OGBURN 
JAMES N. OHNSTAD 
TED l OLAWUYI 
ROBERT W. OLSON 
DAVID H. OSKIE 
STEPHANIE D. OSKIE 
BRANDON l PIERCE 
MARILYN J PIERCE 
RAYMOND POON 
BRUCE A. PREZZAVENTO 
WILLIAM M. RADICH 
RUSSEll A. REDMAN 
RICHARD F. REPP 
AARON M. ROBERTS 
CARRIE A. ROBERTS 
BETH M. ROTH 
SHARON J RUGGIERO 
CHARLES B. SCHIELE 
BARBARA JEAN A. SCHLEICHER 
MATTHEW D. SCHLEICHER 
MICHELLE A. SCHULTZ 

Thank you for being an 
Alumni Association member! 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION O) 

RICHARD H. SCHULTZ 
RYAN M. SCHULTZ 
LISA M. SCHWEIGER 
ROBERT l SCHWEIGER 
PATRICK l SCHWIETERS 
THERESA A. SENART 
DANIEL C. SIGG 
PAUL L SKAVNAK 
CALVIN L SMITH 
LEODEGARIO V. SORIANO 
CYNTHIA J SWANLUND 
LOIS J SWARTZ 
LAN l TA 
BRUCE R. THOMPSON 
BARBARA N THORKELSON 
KATHERINE H. UllSPERGER 
SEEMA UNTAWALE 
DAWN VAN TASSEL 
JANE M. VAN TASSEL 
STEVEN J VAN TASSEL 
SUSAN W VANHATTEN 
JONATHAN G. VICK 
LINDA l WAGNER 
LUCY WANG 
RYAN W. WEISPFENNING 
ERIC J WETTERLIND 
CRISTINE D. WHITING 
CHRISTOPHER J WIDSTROM 
ANDREW P WILSON 
WINIFRED C. WU 
KAORU YAMAMOTO 
MITCHEll L YEll 
JOHN N. YOUNGS 
LINDA F. YOUNGS 
LARRY R. ZILVERBERG 
THOMAS ZIMBA 
GEORGE l ZIRNHELT 

Your member dues sustain important Association programs including advocacy, communications, and mentoring. Membership also 
supports your collegiate alumni society. View our 2011-12 Association accomplishments at www.MinnesotaAiumni.org/2012. 
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You have a perfectly healthy obsession 
with the Gophers. We can help. 

The University of Minnesota Alumni 
Association credit card, only from 
Bank of America. 
Show your pride and help support the Alumni 
Association with your purchases when you get 
the University of Minnesota Alumni Association 
credit card. 

To apply for the University of Minnesota 
Alumni Association credit card, 
visit www.minnesotaalumni .org. 

VALlO 
THRU 

CHRIS L M ARTI N 

BankofAmeric:a 

~ 
PLATINUM PLUS" 

9123 

Bank of America . 

For information about rates, fees, other costs and benefits associated with the use of this card, or to apply, visit the website listed above or write to P.O. Box 15020, Wilmington, DE 
19850. This credit card program is issued and administered by FIA Card Services, N.A. Visa is a registered trademark of Visa International Service Association, and is used by the 
issuer pursuant to license. Platinum Plus is a registered trademark of FIA Card Services, N.A. By opening and/ or using this product from Bank of America, you'll be providing valuable 
financial support to the University of Minnesota Alumni Association. 
Bank of America and the Bank of America logo are registered trademarks of the Bank of America Corporation. 
©2012 Bank of America Corporation. ARV1P6W1·013012 AD-01-12-0889 
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