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University of Minnesota Amplatz Children's Hospital: 
Among the nation's best 

It's an exciting time at University of Minnesota Amplatz Children's Hospital! 

We've earned rankings in eight specialties as one of the best children's hospitals 

in Minnesota and the nation, according to U.S. News & World Report. 

For the fourth consecutive year, our pediatric cancer program tops the list as 

the highest ranked in Minnesota. Our kidney program is the highest ranked in 

Minnesota and among the best in the Midwest for the third consecutive year. 

Your family has immediate access to: 

• Emerging best treatments and medical breakthroughs for children 

• A 24/7 pediatric-only emergency department 

• Dedicated pediatric providers in more than 50 specialties - including 

heart, cancer, diabetes, neonatology, surgery and transplant 

• Minnesota's only pediatric kidney center 

Discover more at uofmchildrenshospital.org/alumni 
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SOCCER INJURY Q & A 
WITH DR. WULF OF 

TWIN CITIES ORTHOPEDICS 

Corey Wulf, MD is a fellowshipped-trained 
orthopedic surgeon, who specializes in shoulder, 

hip, and knee injuries. 

Q: What are common injuries sustained in 
soccer? 

A: Nationally, there are well over 400,000 
injuries annually. Most injuries occur during 
competition rather than in practice. The most 
common injuries involved ligament sprains, 
muscle strains, and contusions. The most 
frequently injured areas of the body included 
the ankle, knee, and head. Most of these 
injuries can be managed conservatively, and 
athletes are allowed to return as symptoms 
abate. Occasionally, injuries are severe 
enough that they require surgical treatment. 

Q: How common are concussions in soccer 
players? 

A: Concussions account for 1 0% of all 
injuries. This injury is often over looked. 
Players can sustain concussions while 
heading the ball or through direct contact with 
another player. It is imperative the players are 
taught proper heading technique. Controversy 
has arisen involving heading in youth soccer. 
It is reasonable for players and parents to 
minimize the amount of heading that is done, 
but the data is not conclusive enough to 
warrant complete restriction of heading in 
youth soccer. Concussion management 
guidelines continue to evolve and 
management of injured players should involve 
qualified medical personnel. 

Q: What can I do to prevent soccer related 
injuries? 

A: Injury prevention continues to be a focus of 
sports medicine providers. There have been 
several studies that have looked into 
prevention of major injuries such as tears 
of the anterior cruciate ligament. There is 
evidence within these studies that suggest we 
could reduce injury rates by 
incorporating specific warm up drills and 
exercises. I have included a link to an injury 
prevention program. 
Supported by FIFA: http://f-marc.com/11 plus/11 plus/ 

Bracing is not an effective strategy for 
preventing knee injuries in soccer. However, 
there is some evidence to support "taping" 
ankles or utilizing ankle braces for ankle for 
prevention of ankle sprains. If an injury has 
already occurred, bracing of the knee or ankle 
may allow the athlete to return to competition 
sooner. 

For same day appointments, caii1 -888-544-
0UCH or visit one of our 6 walk-in clinics. 
For more information, visit TCOmn.com. 

~ TWIN CITIES 
~ORTHOPEDICS 

More than 60% of Twin Cities Orthopedics 
physicians completed their training at the U of M. 
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President and CEO 

An Endless Source of Stories 

T here's a running joke in my family that I have a gift for turning any conversation, 
on any topic, into a story related to the University of Minnesota. 

When my wife and I hosted dinner recently, someone commented on the 
apples in the salad-Honeycrisp apples. I couldn't resist jumping in and mentioning 
that the beloved Honeycrisp was created at the University of Minnesota. 

Another time, college buddies and I were talking about health care reform. 

Phil Esten is 
president and 
chief executive officer 
of the University 
of Minnesota Alumni 
Association. 

I chimed in about U physician and 
professor Therese Zink's critical work 
to engage medical students in rural 
family medicine, as profiled in this 
magazine's last issue. 

Even more recently, I was out to 
dinner with friends and we were dis
cussing sports. I had to mention the 
success of our Gopher winter sports 
teams, including the women's hockey 
team winning the national champion
ship a few months ago. 

Give me a topic, and I will find a 
way to connect it to the University of 

Minnesota. I can't help myself. As I learn more about all the 
great things going on at the U, I have to tell others. Hardly 
a week goes by that I don't discover something happening 
here that is amazing and helping make our state a better 
place. Some discoveries are so far-reaching that they ben

efit not only Minnesota, but reach beyond even our nation's borders to all corners 
of the world. 

I know I'm not alone in my enthusiastic storytelling. I bet some of you are nod
ding along right now as you read this, knowing that you, too, are constantly telling 
your friends, neighbors, and coworkers about the incredible work happening at the 
University of Minnesota. 

I hope you are. I hope each of you reading this tells at least one other person 
about great U ofM discoveries and endeavors. When you do, you may not even real
ize you're advocating for your alma mater in a crucial way. When you help others 
understand the valuable-even immeasurable-impact the U ofM has on the world, 
you're helping solidify the future of the University. 

That may sound like a stretch, but I assure you, it's not. I'm sure you're aware 
of the pressures the U faces in light of disinvestment by the state. It's definitely not 
my favorite dinner conversation, but I've spent plenty of hours enlightening family 
and friends about that topic as well. As a proud alumnus and employee, I believe it's 
my job to help those outside of the University community better understand the 
enormous challenges the U faces right now. We'll be challenged as long as the state 
continues to underfund our great institution. 

That's why I mean it when I say I hope you're telling the good stories: the stories 
of our student researchers; the stories of our world-class faculty; the stories of our 
irreplaceable contributions to medicine, technology, and art and culture. Because 
the more people who know our stories, the better for our students, our research
ers, our communities, and for the continued value of your University of Minnesota 
degree. I'm certain you'll find more than a few stories in this issue that you'll be 
inspired to share with others. 

Enjoy Minnesota. 
-PhilEsten (Ph.D. '03) 



CELEBRATING THE MUSIC OF HAROLD ARLEN 
WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA 
FRI JUN 29 & SAT JUN 30 8PM 
Sarah Hicks, conductor I Tommy Barbarella, piano 
Jeff Bailey, bass I JT Bates, drums 
Hilary Gardner, vocalist I George Bugatti, vocalist 

A spectacular new concert event featuring the beloved 
songs of Wizard of Oz composer Harold Arlen. Hear 
classics "Over the Rainbow~ "I've Got the World on a 
String~ "One For My Baby" and many more! 

TCHAIKOVSKY 
SPECTACULAR! 
FRI JUL 13 8PM 
Andrew Litton, conductor 
Danny Driver, piano 

TCHAIKOVSKY Capriccio italien 
Piano Concerto No. 1 
Symphony No. 6, 

Pathetique 

BEETHOVEN'S 
SYMPHONY NO.3 
THU JUL 19 7:30PM 
SAT JUL 21 8PM 
Osmo Vanska, conductor 
Erin Keefe, violin 

BEETHOVEN Coria/an Overture 
Violin Concerto 
Symphony No. 3, 

Join us as we move-for this 
summer only-to Ted Mann Concert Hall 
on the University of Minnesota campus. 

Ticket holders are invited to enjoy free live 
music and a delicious bite to eat on the 
beautiful outdoor terrace, adjacent to the 
Concert Hall-before each concert inside 
the Hall. 

A STAR-SPANGLED 
SALUTE TO AMERICA 
WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA 
SUN JUL 1 2PM 
Courtney Lewis, conductor 

A celebration of our nation's independence, 
this concert features works with uniquely 
American themes and tunes, including 
favorites from renowned American composers. 

SUMMER IN VIENNA! 
SAT JUL 14 2PM & 8PM 
Andrew Litton, conductor 
Danny Driver, piano 

Program to include: 
J. STRAUSS, JR. Emperor Waltzes 
REIZENSTEIN Concerto popolare 

OPERA FINALE: 
VERDI'S RIGOLETTO 
IN CONCERT 
SAT JUL 28 8PM 
Andrew Litton, conductor I Maureen O'Fiynn, Gilda 
Stephen Powell, Rigoletto I Gwyn Hughes Jones, Duke 
Matt Boehler, Sparafucile I Anna DeGraff, Maddalena 
Brad Benoit, Borsa I Paul Hindemith, Count Ceprano 
Men of Minnesota Chorale 

minnesotaorchestra.org I 612.371.5656 
Sponsored by: A D E L T A Star'lribune 11 



When you include a gift to 

the University of Minnesota 

in your estate plan, you 

ensure a personal legacy 

while encouraging 

tomorrow's students to pour 

their hearts into pursuing 

their dreams. 

To find out how you can give 

future generations a sweet 

taste of success, call U of M 

Foundation Planned Giving 

at 612-624-3333 or email 

plgiving@umn.edu. 
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Where members are ambassadors 

The UniversityofMinnesotaAiumni Association 
fosters a lifelongspiritofbelongingand pride by connecting 

alumni, students, and friends to the University ofMinnesota and each other. 
The Alumni Association advocates for the University and its alumni 

with a credible, independent, and collaborative voice. 
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MAKING THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA CONNECTION To join or renew, change your address, 
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The GORMAN CENTER 
for FINE DENTISTRY 

Creating 

Peifectly Natural 

Smiles 

Steven A. Gorman DDS, AAACD Schedule your complimentary consultation. 

drstevegorman.com - 651.483.5134 
Dr. Steve Gorman IS an Accredited Member of I ~ American Academy 
the American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry of Cosmetic Dentistry· 

ACCRlDITEO MEMBER 

U. of Notre Dame B.A. 1977, U. of M. B.S. 1979, U.of M. School of Dentistry- DDS 1981 
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A CLASS ACT 
If a student is lucky, sometime in his educa
tion he will meet a teacher whose inspira
tional qualities will last his entire life. Such 
a teacher was Arthur Ballet (B.S. '47, M.A. 
'49, Ph.D. '53). 

I was sad to hear of his death in Cali
fornia at age 87, but it recalled many happy 
memories. A young new Ph.D. from the 
theater department at the University of 
Minnesota, Art taught speech and theater 
arts at U High in the '50s. His course on the 
history of theater was immensely popular 
and he taught all six of us Berman kids. 
Later at the U he continued teaching the 
same course, which remained popular and 
well-attended for many years. 

At U High, Art directed many plays. 
Two that stand out in my memory were The 
Glass Menagerie, by Tennessee Williams, 
and The School for Scandal, by Richard 
Brinsley Sheridan. He was able to bring 
out amazing, brilliant performances from 
his young actors. 

In thesummerof1951A.rtand Doc Whit
ing, the director of the U Theater, assembled 
a group of talented high school students 
from around the state to perform Shake
speare's A Midsummer Night's Dream. I 
had the part of Peter Quince, the carpen
ter. Some of these kids, such as Tony Ste
blay (B.A. '57, M.F.A. '86), went on to a long 
career in theater. Merle Loppnow, the long
time stage manager at the U, loved the play. 
At a later production of Dream he would 
whisper to me, ''You kids were the best." 

In his later career, Art excelled in many 
areas, such as the Guthrie Theater, the 

Advanced Playwrights Lab, and the Uni
versity. He truly was a builder of the name, 
and his memory will live for a blessing. 

David Berman (B.A. '54, M.D. '58) 
Edina, Minnesota 

TACKLED BY THE PAST 
This is in response to the essay by David 
Butwin on the Gophers' dismal football 
program back in the late '50s ("A Human 
Tackling Dummy," Fall2011). It was like 
going through a time portal, and there I 
was, in the class of1960, walking by Cooke 
Hall and to class at Nicholson. The names, 
the atmosphere, the G.I.s who came back 
under the G.I. Bill and a better future-all 
this because I wanted to purchase a letter 
jacket from his family's company [Butwin 
Sportswear, founded by David Butwin's 
uncle], only to find out it had been sold to a 
like company on the East Coast. But Dave, 
with his article, sent me back to a great time 
in my life. Ah, I still remember Mannings 
on Como and the cold beer that tasted like 
liquid gold going down the pipes! Thanks, 
Dave, and I'll still try for the jacket. 

Ray Carlson 
Anoka, Minnesota 

KEEP NORTHROP FROM GOING SOUTH 
Oh, my blessed orthrop, what has hap
pened to thee?! I can hardly recognize our 
wonderful auditorium from the photo in 
the Spring 2012 issue of Minnesota ("No 
Stage Left-for Now"). I have had so many 
happy, glorious days and nights in that 
place. I hope it will be half as good when 
you finish with the renovation. Let me list 
some of the long-ago events I experienced 
in that place (I attended the U over a long 
period of time, starting at the University 
High School in 1947): 

• 1949. Participation, primarily as a 
University Chorus member, in the produc
tion ofRijle,AxeandPlow. I was just begin
ning in theater, as well. 

• Late 19405, early '50s. Singing with 
the chorus in "The Messiah,'' "Elijah," 
"Dido and Aeneas,'' Beethoven's "Ninth 
Symphony," to name a few. Choral prepa
ration under the great Jan1es Aliferis, and 
performances under Dmitri Mitropoulus, 
Antal Don\.ti, and others. 

• Late 1940s. "Supering" with the Met
ropolitan Opera in several performances of 
the annual tours of the opera. 

• Stage work for performances, with 



the talented Chris Ringham as supervisor, 
I was up in the flies as well as in the lighting 
room far above the orchestra floor. 

• About 1961. My wife and I attended 
a convocation with Charles Laughton as 
presenter. He came out on the stage with 
an armload of books, plopped them on the 
table, kicking up a cloud of dust, and pro
ceeded to begin his first reading. 

• 1961. My wife, Roberta Anderson 
Gardner, was awarded her M.S. in microbi
ology at a ceremony in Northrop. 

Please see that Northrop gets all the lov
ing attention that it deserves. It is a sacred 
place for many of us whose involvement 
with it goes back so many years. If there 
is some other literature (pamphlets, pho
tos, drawings) that might assist those of us 
who are so far away from the action to see 
the planned outcome of the work, I would 
appreciate seeing them. 

Leroy W. Gardner (B.A. '60, M .A. '66) 
Silver Spring, M aryland 

Editor's Note: The University of Minnesota's 
Capital Planning and Project Management 
website offers photographs, design plans, 
and updates of all campus construction 
projects. Go to www.cppm.umn.edu and 
click on "Active & Completed Projects." 

CORRECTION 

A photo caption on page SO of the Spring 
2012 issue incorrectly identified two women 
in attendance at the Arizona Minne-Col
lege. They are Weihua Tang(Ph.D. '08), cen
ter, and Zhihua Li (Ph.D. 'OS), pictured here 
with Jane Davidson, professor of mechani
cal engineering at the University. The edi
tors regret the error. 

Submit a letter at www.MinnesotaAlumni. 
org/ opinion or write to Letter to the Editor, 
Minnesota Magazine, McNamara Alumni 
Center, 200 Oak St. SE, Suite 200, Minneapo
lis, MN 55455. Letters may be edited for style, 
length, and clarity. 
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Looking for a unique 
experience for your 
corporate staff or 
employee retreat? 

The Raptor Center can host your 
corporate retreat or employee 
enrichment outing at our facility 
on the St. Paul Campus. During 
your visit. learn about raptors in 
Minnesota and see owls, hawks, 
falcons and eagles. 

The Raptor Center can also bring 
raptors to your location for a 
formal program or booth at a 
company gathering- an experience 
your group will not soon forget! 

Alumni Association members 
receive discounted pricing 

on our weekend public program, 
The Raptors of Minnesota: 

$5 for adults 
$4 for students/seniors 

Offered every Saturday & Sunday from 1-2 p.m. 
No reservations necessary. 

Learn more about 
all of our programs: 

www.TheRaptorCenter.org 
612.624.2756 

raptor@umn.edu 

A . 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

THE RA PTOR CENTER 
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I 
Editor's Note 

Find Your Passion 

A 
t this time 25 years ago, I was graduating from college and about to start my 
first "real" job, at a city magazine where I had been an intern. Factoring in the 
extra hours the job required, I'd be earning just above minimum wage. On that 

trickle, I'd start paying off $10,000 in student loans, buy a five-year-old Honda Civic, 
share a crowded apartment with three friends, and purchase just enough sale rack frocks 
to pass myself off as a professional. 

I hadn't thought about those matters when I chose English as my major and would 
have to delay eating off of matching dishware for many years, but I loved writing and 
editing and nothing was going to derail my plans. Plus, I had no other offers. 

Across town, a crew of young writers at the University of Minnesota was assem
bling the July-August 1987 issue of Minnesota, which would be devoted to the accom
plishments of 40 outstanding alumni under age 40. I happened upon that well-worn 
back issue as we were planning our Summer 2012 lineup. I recognized many of the 
names and got to wondering where all these people were now. Had they continued 

Tell us what 
you think of 
The Gopher 
Crossword 
on page 44. 

on their career trajectories? Could we possibly track 
them all down and get updates on their lives and 
careers? Were any in prison for securities fraud? 

The answers: Yes, yes, and (thank goodness) no. 
As we began researching and contacting them, 

I was struck by three things. First, the overwhelm
ing majority continued on in careers they were 
working in 25 years ago, adapting and evolving, 
incorporating newfound interests and innovations, 
and continuing to learn and lead. Also, while few 
remembered the original1987 stories, once we 

explained that we wanted a few minutes of their time, 
almost every one of them replied within hours, sometimes within 
minutes. Busy as they were, the common refrain was, "Happy to help! 
Just tell me what you want to know." 

Most notable, however, was how so many of these alumni have 
sustained a burning passion for their endeavors. Time and again, they spoke about 
how through their research, creativity, intellect, or experience they can improve other 
people's lives, the common good, the institutions that they love, or their corner of the 
world. Stories and examples tumbled out of them. All we had to do was ask. 

As I review the layouts before we upload the issue to be printed, that passion seems 
to pop off of every page: from the cover photo of Roxanne Givens, in the letters from 
readers, through the photo essay on student-parent Xia Xiong, in the historical story 
about the indefatigable Dorothy Bennett, in the celebrations of our champion student 
athletes, from the quotes collected from the 2012 Distinguished Teaching Award 
recipients, and in the faces of the new grads on our back page. 

I'd like to call out the passionate pursuit of two more people spotlighted in this 
issue: George Barany and Deane Morrison, who have created aU ofM-themed 
crossword puzzle (see page 44). Barany is a Distinguished McKnight Professor of 
Chemistry at the U and prolific crossword creator. And U writer and editor Mor
rison, an avid crossword puzzler, also produces Minnesota Starwatch, a guide to 
the night sky of the Upper Midwest. Serendipitously, she was one of those young 
writers who interviewed several of the 40 outstanding alumni back in 1987. 

All of this has me wondering if being successful makes people passionate about 
their work, or if finding their passion leads to their success. Either way, 25 years later, 
I still find meaning and inspiration in telling stories about both. • 

Shelly Fling is editor ofMinnesota. She may be reached at fling003@umn.edu. 
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A special welcome to 
our newest life members. 

(reflects January 16- April15, 2012) 

GARY R. AMON 
KAREN M. ANDERSON 
LINDA C. ARMSTRONG 
WILLIAM J. ARMSTRONG 
PAMELA S BACKSTROM 
RICHARD P. BACKSTROM 
MARILYN K. BADER 
GAIL E. BANWART 
ERICK S. BARBERG 
MICHAEL J. BENSON 
ANTHONY G. BEYER 
BRIAN J. BORICH 
MARILYN J. BORICH 
PAULINE E. BOSS 
BRIAN L. BRACE 
TERRI L. BUHRER 
DRAGOMIR B. BUKUR 
DENNIS F. BYRON 
BRANDON W. CADWALLADER 
JAMES J. CARDIN 
GEORGE L. CARLSON 
JOAN CARLSON 
MELISSA J. CLARK PATEFIELD 
JAMES C. CLINITE 
JOHN W. COGDILL 
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LINDA J. COGDILL 
MICHAEL R. CONLEY 
RONALD L. CONRAD 
BARBARA K. COSTANZO 
LOREN R. DANSON 
GRACE M. DARRIN 
THOMAS J. OAULT-BEAUCHANE 
LYNN J. DAVIS 
SANDRA L. DAVIS 
GAIL J. DAVISON 
MERVYN L. DE SOUZA 
PATRICK J. DEAN 
MATTHEW K. DELANEY 
RICHARD P. DEVINE 
MARCIN W. DRZEWIECKI 
ELIZABETH H. DUNBAR 
MARY A. DUNNING 
KARLA M. EDIN 
RICHARD J. EDIN 
JUDY 0. ENROTH 
SARA E. FERGUSON 
ROGER D. FLINK 
CHEONG KIAT C GAN 
AUGUSTA E. GORELL-FLYNN 
SCOTT M. GREENBLAT 

DARREN R. GROTH 
SUSAN M. HADLEY 
MAXINE I. HAMMEL 
RICHARD J. HAMMEL 
HEIDI K. HAMMOND 
BRIAN A. HANSEN 
PEGGY A. HANSEN 
BRIAN J. HARMON 
RICHARD S HARTIG 
ANNE E. HAUGAN 
AUGUST W. HAUGAN 
JUDITH C. HELGEN 
JOAN M. HUNZIKER-DEAN 
GARY A. ISAKSON 
LANCE D. IVERSON 
JAMES A. JENDERS 
GERALDINE L. JENSEN 
CHARLES R. JOHNS 
DENNIS R. JOHNSON 
MICHAEL R. JOHNSON 
REBECCA J. JOHNSON 
SHARON M. JOHNSON 
JOHN P JONES 
KEVIN P JONES 
RESA M. JONES 

TODD S. JONES 
RICHARD H. KARLSTAD 
JAMES L. KENNEDY 
KRISTINE H. KESTER 
PAUL B. KLEVORN 
JESSICA M. KNORR 
SHAWN D. KNORR 
MARILYN J. KOEPCKE 
STEPHEN C. KOEPCKE 
LISAK. KRALL 
PETER J. KRALL 
LARRY R. KRAMKA 
MICHAEL 0. LARSEN 
SARAH A. LARSEN 
RICHARD W LELAND 
JANET M. LERCH 
STEVEN J. LERCH 
CHARLENE E. LEWIS 
RICHARD L. LEWIS 
BRADLEY M. LINZIE 
LINDA J. LITTRELL 
MARY J. LIVGARD 
PAUL A. LIVGARD 
AMINA C. LOBBAN 
LISA S.LUN 
ANDREW D. MAAS 
HARRISON R. MALINOFF 
REBECCA R. MALINOFF 
CHRISTOPHER R. MAYR 
RUTH M. MAYR 
MICHAEL J. MC GROARTY 
DAVID G. MCCOLLUM 
BRIAN L. MCFADDEN 
RENDINA MCFADDEN 

IAN L. MCROBERTS 
DAVID D. MEYER 
SUZAN A. MOSER 
AOAMARIE MULTARI 
ANGELA R. MUND 
STEVEN J. MUND 
DEAN R. OLANDER 
BRIAN D. OLIN 
MARILEE K. OLIN 
LILLY A. OLSON 
SAUL P. OVALLE 
GERARD M. PETERSEN 
DEANNA F. PETERSON 
GARY P PETERSON 
SHARON M. PETERSON 
DEANNA C. PHILLIPS 
CAROL H. PLETCHER 
WAYNE A. PLETCHER 
ERIC H. PODEVELS 
HOLLY J. RAFFLE 
CONSTANCE M. RASMUSSEN 
FRANK H. RASMUSSEN 
MICHAEL D. REIF 
ALLEN P REZAC 
L. M. REZAC 
SHIRLEY H. RICE 
DUDLEY H. RIGGS 
TUCKY RODRIGUE 
KENT L. ROSS 
TERRIL. ROSS 
ALBERTO ROVIRA 
ANTHONY T. ROZYCKI 
JULIE A. RURSCH 
PHILIP C. SCHAFER 

KENNETH E. SCHAMBERGER 
KENNETH E. SCHINDELOECKER 
DAVID H. SCHLIEF 
JUDITH A. SCHLIEF 
JOSEPH F. SCHMITT 
MARTIN D. SCHULTZ 
JENNIFER SEFFERNICK 
CHUL G. SHIN 
RANDY R. SIMONSON 
MICHAEL E. SMITH 
TROY T. SPICER 
JOSINDA L. STUEVE 
WILLIAM A. TALLEY 
BRENT C. TAYLOR 
DANAE P. THEOFANOUS 
THEOFANIS G. THEOFANOUS 
ROSS A. THOMPSON 
MARGARET H. TOWLE 
THOMAS N. TWAITES 
JAMIE M. WALSKI 
GUANGJIAN WANG 
BEVERLY JO C WARMKA 
ANNE B. WARWICK 
ROCKWELL J. WELLS 
DAVID F. WEULANDER 
JONATHAN P. WIESE 
STEPHEN I. WINER 
ROONEY W. WOOCK 
JODI l. YANDA 
MICHAEL A. YANDA 
JENNIFER A. YUAN 
DONNA M. ZUBERT 
PETER C. ZUBERT 
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OVIlRHilARD 
ON OAMPUS 

''I'm probably the 
only university 
president who 
owns his own 

bulldozer." 
-Penn State 

Interim President 
Rodney Erickson 

(B.A. '68, M.A. '70), 
who earned degrees 
in geography from 
the University of 
Minnesota, in an 
interview in the 

Penn Stater, 
about the farm where 
he and his wife live. 
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Space to Bxcel 

Grant Remmen (B.S. '12) took advantage of every possible 
opportunity to do research as an undergraduate at the University 
of Minnesota. That diligence paid off in April when he became 
one of only 15 students nationwide to be awarded the prestigious 
$250,000 Hertz fellowship for graduate study. Remmen, who 
graduated in May with degrees in astrophysics, physics, and 
mathematics, will use the fellowship to attend the California 
Institute ofTechnology this fall. 

Remmen began conducting original research in his freshman 
year. He has investigated aspherical black holes under the 
mentorship ofU physicist Robert Gehrz and is currently 
researching the complex star system Eta Carinae with Kris 
Davidson, head of the U's Minnesota Institute for Astrophysics, 
on the Hubble Space Telescope. Last summer a scholarship 
enabled him to conduct research at Mullard Space Science Lab at 
University College London. 

Originally from Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, Rem men hopes 
to pursue a career at NASA or a research university. "Coming 
to the U really opened the door to jumping into research as an 
undergrad; ' he says. "It's widely regarded as important to begin 
research as an undergrad, but I don't think a lot of people get the 
chance to do this much:' 

-Cynthia Scott 

~ -- -~~~;··a~~~~t·· ·· · · ·~ 

Takes Office 

The Minnesota 
Legislature appointed 
Tom Devine (BA. '79) 
to the University of 
Minnesota Board of 
Regents to fill the seat 
of Steve Sviggum, who 
left after a conflict
of-interest review 
concluded he could 
not serve as a regent 
while also serving 
as communications 
director for tl1e 
Minnesota Senate 
Republican Caucus. 
Devine is co-owner of 
an insurance agency 
and has a son who is a 
freshman at the U. 
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The Organic Farming 
Research Foundation has 
given the University of 

Minnesota a perfect score 
in its rankings on organic 
research, extension, and 

education programs. 
The U is one of only six 
land-grant universities 

across the nation to 
receive a perfect score. 

The others are Colorado 
State, Florida, Tennessee, 

Michigan State, and 
Washington State. 

The $64 Million 
Answer 

The 2012 Minnesota legislature 
approved $64.1 million in 
funding for capital improvements 
throughout the University of 
Minnesota system. The allocation 
is considerably less than the 
original $169.5 million requested, 
but does allow the U to begin 
work on several projects. These 
include a new combined heat 
and power plant to replace 
World War 11-era coal furnaces, 
a new Itasca Biological Station, 
and upgrades to 100 building 
systems on all five campuses. 

The legislature also approved 
$3.8 million to fund the start-up 
of a new aquatic invasive species 
research center at the U, and 
$13.5 million for expansion of 
the Hormellnstitute, a cancer 
research center in Austin, 
Minnesota, that's part of a 
partnership with the University 
and Mayo Clinic-Rochester. 

ww w.Mi n ne s otaA lu mn i .or g 

A 500-foot Tree? 

No, those aren't new hybrid apples 
growing on this tree; they're shoes. 
It's not clear when or why students 
started tossing their sneakers into 
the branches of the so-called Shoe 
Tree, located at the west end of the 
Washington Avenue Bridge, but it's 
a time-honored practice-of20 to 
45 years' standing, depending on 
whom you ask-that makes for a 
very sole-ful sight. 

Do you have a Shoe Tree 
story or theory? Send it to us 
at scott325@umn.edu. 

1940 Up Close and Personal 

What was life like for the 132 million 
Americans who populated the 
nation in 1940? The University of 
Minnesota Population Center, in 
collaboration with the genealogy 
website Ancestry.com, has digitized 
and made available to the public data 
from the 1940 U.S. census, creating 
a treasure trove of details about 

American life previously unavailable. Why 1940? Because 
72 years have elapsed- that's how long federal law requires 
confidentiality of census records. 

About 21 million of the people surveyed in the 1940 census 
are still alive. It was the most comprehensive census to date in 
American history, and is expected to shed light on Americans' 
lives as they emerged from the depths of the Great Depression 
and stood on the brink ofWorld War II. 

To learn more about the project, listen to the 
April 25 program at www.AccessMinnesotaOnline.com. 

OVI:RHI:ARD 
ON CAMPUS 

"What can I say? 
Grass doesn't grow 
on a busy street." 

- U of M chemist 
Bob Vince, 

on having been voted 
"most bald" at his 
20th high school 
reunion. Vince 

developed the AIDS 
drug Ziagen that 

has garnered more 
than $500 million 

in royalties to further 
drug research at the U. 
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LESS MILKWEED, 
FEWER MONARCHS 

The widespread eradication of 
milkweed in agricultural fields, 

caused by the introduction of 
herbicide-resistant genetically 

engineered crops, may help 
explain the steep decline 

in the number of monarch 
butterflies, according to research by a 

team that includes a scientist from the 
University of Minnesota. The study describes 
the Midwestern United States as the "epicenter" 
both of a reduction in milkweed and an area that 
contributes about half of the monarch population 
that makes its annual migration to Mexico. 

Milkweed, the host plant for monarch larvae, 
can be controlled by the herbicide glyphosate, but 
that chemical can also have a detrimental effect 
on crops. Glyphosate-tolerant soybeans and corn 
were introduced in 1996 and 1998, respectively, 
and by 2011 their use had become the norm. 

Karen Oberhauser, an associate professor 
in the Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and 
Conservation Biology, and a colleague from Iowa 
State University investigated the magnitude of 
the loss of milkweed in agricultural fields in Iowa 
and its consequences for monarch production. 
From 1999 to 2010, they found a 58 percent decline 
in milkweed, which coincided with an 81 percent 
decline in monarch production. These declines 
coincided with the increased use of glyphosate 
herbicide in conjunction with increased planting 
of glyphosate-tolerant corn and soybeans. 

The study was published online in the March 12 
issue of Insect Conservation and Diversity. 
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THE VALUE 
OF STICKING 
TOGETHER 

An experiment by researchers 
at the University of Minnesota 
using natural selection and 
common brewer's yeast has 
cracked open the answer to a 
riddle that has forever eluded 
evolutionary scientists: how 
single-celled organisms on 
the Earth's surface began 
forming multicellular clusters 
that ultimately became plants 
and animals. 

Associate professor 
Michael Travisano and 
postdoctoral associate Will 
Ratcliff from the Department 
of Ecology, Evolution and 
Behavior added brewer's 
yeast to a nutrient-rich culture 
gel and allowed the cells to 
grow for a day in test tubes. 
They then used a centrifuge 
to stratify the contents by 
weight, transferring the 
heavier cell clusters that had 
settled on the bottom of the 
tubes to fresh gel and growing 
them again. Sixty cycles later, 
analysis showed that the 
clusters were not groups of 
random cells stuck together, 
but genetically related cells 
that remained attached 
following cell division. 
When the clusters reached a 
critical size, some died off to 
allow offspring to separate. 
Essentially, the cells made 
a sacrihce for the common 
good and adapted to change
an evolutionary transition to 

••• 

multicellularity. 
The research was 

published in the January 16 
issue of the Proceedings of 
the National Academy of 
Sciences. 

ELECTRIC CARS 
CHARGED WITH 
POLLUTING 

An international team of 
researchers has concluded 
that electric cars in China 
are more harmful to public 
health per kilometer traveled 
than conventional vehicles. 
The team-which includes 
Julian Marshall, an assistant 
professor of environmental 
engineering in the University 
of Minnesota's Department of 
Civil Engineering-analyzed 
data on emissions and 
environmental health impacts 
of hve vehicle technologies 
in 34 major Chinese cities, 
focusing on levels of 
dangerous hne particle 
emissions. They found that 
electric cars cause much more 
overall harmful particulate 
matter pollution than gasoline 
cars. The electric cars' impact 
was lower than diesel cars but 
equal to diesel buses. Electric 
bikes yielded the lowest 
impacts. 

In electric vehicles, 
combustion emissions occur 
where electricity is generated 
rather than where the vehicle 
is used. In China, 85 percent 
of electricity production is 
from fossil fuels, go percent of 



that from coal. 
Researchers emphasized 

that the nndings are specinc 
to China, which has electrical 
power plants that emit high 
amounts of particulate matter 
pollution and a population 
that has high numbers of 
people living in rural areas 
where power plants are 
located. Their next step is to 
see if the results are similar 
in other countries. 

The study was published 
in the December 22, 2011, 
issue of Environmental 
Science and Technology. 

INSURANCE 
DELIVERY SCARCE 

Women of reproductive age 
are increasingly vulnerable 
to being uninsured or having 
gaps in their health insurance 
coverage, according to a 
study by researchers at the 
University of Minnesota. 

Led by assistant professor 
of health policy Katy 
Kozhimannil, researchers 
analyzed survey data 
collected by the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention between 2000 
and 2009 on 207,968 female 
respondents, 3,204 of whom 
reported being pregnant at 
the time. Among the pregnant 

women, 10 percent reported 
that they were uninsured, 
a number that remained 
steady during the decade. But 
the percentage of pregnant 
women with private health 
insurance dropped by 22 
percent while the number 
of pregnant women insured 
by Medicaid increased 
47percent. 

The study also 
showed that 25 percent 
of reproductive age women 
reported going without 
health insurance at some 
point during the previous 
year. Researchers concluded 
that, because nearly half of 
all pregnancies in the United 
States are unintended, many 
women may not have access 
to prenatal and preconception 
care, which affect birth 
outcomes and child health 
and well-being. 

Kozhimannil notes that the 
federal Affordable Care Act 
is likely to increase insurance 
coverage overall. But she 
cautioned that insurance 
coverage alone does not 
guarantee access to the 
family planning and prenatal 
care necessary for a healthy 
pregnancy. 

The study was published 
in the March-April issue of 
Women's Health Issues. 

IT'S ABOUT TIME ... 
A MEPIIJAJ, PJ,AIJ THAT 
RliAI.I.Y WORKS BEST 

FOR Al.l. OF US! 

-

www .M i nnesotaAI u m ni .org 

A SOLID DISCOVERY IN SPACE 

University of Minnesota College of 
Science and Engineering astronomers 
Robert Gehrz and Charles Woodward 
are part of an international team that 
for the first time has discovered carbon 
molecules called buckyballs in a solid 
form in space. 

Formally named buckminsterfullerene 
after their resemblance to the late 
architect Buckminster Fuller's geodesic 
domes, buckyballs were discovered 
definitively in space for the first time in 
2010, but in the form of gas. The recent 
find means that large quantities of these 
molecules must be present in some 
stellar environments in order to link up 
and form solid particles. Their discovery 
may provide clues about the origins of 
the universe and whether life could exist 
on other planets. 

The research is published online in the 
February 7 Monthly Notices of the Royal 
Astronomical Society. 

@ Discoveries is edited by Cynthia Scott. University of 
Minnesota Alumni Association members may access many of the 
journals that publish these studies through the Libraries Online 
member beneht. Go to www.MinnesotaAlumni.org/Libraries. 
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Outstanding! 
Twenty-five years ago, Minnesota devoted 

its July-August 1987 issue to" 40 Outstanding Alumni 
under 40."They were artists, astrophysicists, scholars, 

composers, athletes, economists, playwrights, and more 
-all standouts in their fields. ((Where are they now?n 

we wondered. So we went and found out. 

Loren Ahles 

Architect Loren Ahles (B.A. '75) continues to leave his 
mark across the nation as design principal with HGA, a 

Minneapolis-based firm. "I design buildings. It's what I do," says 
the understated Ahles, whose award-winning work over the years 
has evolved into a focus on arts and cultural projects, many of them 
on college campuses. 

But Ahles's work isn't focused exclusively on arts. He designed 
the two-story, wood-clad women's varsity rowing facility on the banks 
of the Mississippi River at the University of Minnesota as well as the 
corporate world headquarters of Ceridian and General Mills, both in 
the 1Win Cities. 

Twenty-five years into his career at HGA, Ahles still finds the work 
captivating. 'We truly work edge-to-edge. It keeps it exciting. It also 
keeps the frequent flyer miles up, although I'm getting a bit too old for 
that;' he says. 
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- Cynthia Scott 

Ruth Lindquist 

I t's unlikely many people share Ruth Lindquist's enthusiasm for stress. But then, 
few people take as wholehearted an approach to it as Lindquist (B.S. '76, M.S. '79, 

Ph.D. '83). "My passion is stress and how it plays a role in the development of heart 
disease;' says the University of Minnesota professor of nursing. She has devoted her 
career, all of it spent at the U, to fighting heart disease and helping people with heart 
disease live well. 

Lindquist's early research focused on helping cardiac patients make long-term 
behavioral changes. But over the years, she found that approach wanting. "It's a little late 
to address stress factors once the disease is already developed or there's already been an 
event like a heart attack or a stent procedure," she says. Now she focuses on prevention
specifically, helping women prevent heart disease. 

A three-year grant is allowing Lindquist to testa prevention support group model for 
women in their 40s and 50s and is utilizing creative technology to eliminate geographic 
barriers to support. Her project goes beyond a standard online support group model and 
invites participants to create virtual avatars-vivid, lifelike images oftheir healthy selves
and then helps the women plot a series of exercise, diet, and stress aids that can help them 
get there. It's an approach that satisfies her instinct for caring that first led Lindquist into 
the nursing profession. "I'm still a critical care nurse at heart;' she says. -C.S. 
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Roxanne Givens 

Home, family, and community are the common threads 
in the ventures of entrepreneur, community leader, 

and philanthropist Roxanne Givens (B.A. '73, M.S.W '78). Her 
current, all-consuming enterprise-founding a museum devoted 
to Minnesota African American history-is no exception. 

The MiimesotaAfrican American Museum and Cultural 
Center (MAAM) opened June 2 in the restored 1884 Queen 
Anne-style An1os Coe mansion, an 8,000-square-foot former 
boarding house, near the Minneapolis Convention Center. The 
first exhibition, Bringing It Home: Black 'n' Brown Baseball in 
Minnesota and Beyond, interprets the national pastime not only 
as an arena where African Americans-from the obscure John 
Donaldson, who played in Wells, Minnesota, to Hall ofFamer 
Willie Mays, briefly a Minneapolis Miller-made individual 
contributions, but as a precursor to the civil rights movement. 
That contextual and interactive approach to history will be 
MAAM's hallmark (go to www.maamcc.org). 

Givens explains that Minnesota's remote location and small 
African American population precluded it from being a black 
cultural hub. Indeed, Minnesota was one of only six states without 
a dedicated African American museum or cultural center. "As such, 
I thought this would be a home run;' she says. "What I didn't bank 
on was the need to bring everyone up to speed that there is African 
An1erican history here, and it goes all the way back to 1802, starting 
with fur trader and linguist George Bongo." 

Givens's own family, six generations in Minnesota, is part 
of that history. Her father, Archie Givens Sr., was a prominent 
businessman and philanthropist whose legacy includes the 
Givens Collection of African American Literature housed at the 
University of Minnesota's Elmer L. Andersen Library. Roxanne 
Givens served three decades as president of the family's affordable 
housing management and development company, then founded 
ethnicHome, devoted to Africa-influenced interior design and 
entertaining. 

Givens's first career was as a social worker, and MAAM ties 
in with another of her passions: empowering youth, especially 
children of color. "They need to know they are part of a bigger 
picture," she says. "I believe the stories we tell can really impact 
the achievement gap!' The museum's third floor will be an 
interactive children's space. Traveling exhibitions and costumed 
history players will portray, among others, the lives of inventor 
and mechanical engineer Frederick McKinley Jones, abolitionist 
and author Emily Goodridge Gray, and legislator John Francis 
Wheaton, the first African An1erican graduate of the U's law 
school. 

Once MAAM is safely in the hands of an executive director, 
Givens hopes to take time to distill her life experiences and 
insights in writing. This will include reflecting on the loss of her 
oldest daughter, Brittany, to domestic violence in 2009. "My life 
has taken on an entirely different tone;' she says simply. "I think 
that as we see, unfortunately, the frequency of various types of 
violent loss, there is a particular type of healing that must go on. 
That journey requires support, and I hope to be able to touch on 
that in my first book." 

It's taken almost three years of Givens working "24 hours 
a day" to bring MAAM to fruition. She seems to be the only one 
not impressed by the enormity of the effort. "I have a high bar;' 
she says. -Laura Weber 
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Terry Moe 

0 ver the past 25 years, Terry Moe (Ph.D. '76), 
the William Bennett Munro Professor of 

Political Science and a senior fellow of the Hoover 
Institute at Stanford University, has become what 
he never expected to be: a prominent intellectual 
proponent of the school choice movement. 

"Political scientists almost never study 
education;' says Moe, whose original intent was to 
focus his research on the presidency and political 
bureaucracies. "On the other hand, it's gratifying 
to work on something that has an actual impact, 

especially on children." 
Moe began as a senior 

fellow at the Brookings 
Institute. There he 
collaborated with John 
Chubb, also a Brookings 
fellow and Stanford faculty 
member. In 1990, just as the 
school choice movement 
was beginning to take off, the 
pair coauthored the highly 
influential Politics, Markets, 
and America's Schools. His 
most recent book, Special 

Interest, examines the role of teachers' unions in 
blocking what Moe feels are needed reforms. 

"I want to make clear that my work is not about 
privatization but about choice," he says. "What we 
need is a public education system that works more like 
a market but is governed by rules and regulations set 
by the government!' -Rich Broderick 

Michele Brekke 

Cdthie Hartnett 

As she entered the decade when most people start closing in on 
retirement, Cathie Hartnett (B.A. '77) had an epiphany. "There's a whole 

10 years more of interesting career opportunities when you turn 60," she says. 
Hartnett is immersed in a self-styled, three
pronged career that brings together her nearly 
four decades of experience in politics, business, 
and non profits. 

One prong is executive director of the National 
Youth Recovery Foundation, dedicated to people 
under age 30 who are in recovery from addiction. 
Another is her role as a partner in Portfolio 
Innovators, an investment fund for entrepreneurial 
companies. And on weekends the left-leaning 
Hartnett and her right-leaning friend and colleague 
Annette Meeks become "the Polichicks," hosts of 
a talk show on 107.1 FM in the Twin Cities. "I was 
a child psych major at the U and that's why I'm 
able to work with politicians;' Hartnett jokes. All 
joking aside, she's proud of the way she and Meeks 
discuss differences with 
humor and civility. As 
the program's tagline 
states: ''We prove that two 
people with very different 
opinions on sex, religion, 
and politics can hear each 
other, laugh together, and 
learn new ways to think 
about things." - c.s. 

Curt Youngs 

C urt Youngs (B.S. '81, Ph.D. '85), an 
associate professor of animal science at 

Iowa State University, is as devoted to teaching 
as he is to research. His current work focuses 
on why embryos gathered from Jersey cows 
do not transplant as successfully as embryos 
from other kinds of cows, with a pregnancy 
rate 10 percent to 16 percent lower than for 
other breeds. Youngs theorizes that the lower 
rate results from water crystallizing within 
the embryo during freezing and is studying 

T hirty-five years into her career at NASA's Johnson Space 
Center in Houston, Michele Brekke (B.S. '75, M.S. '77) still 

believes she landed the best job in the world. "I can't imagine waking 
up in the morning and not driving to the Space Center," she says. 

various freezing agents to 
see if one might be more 
effective in dehydrating the 
embryos, preventing the 
problem. 

"The Jersey breed of 
dairy cattle is known for 
high butterfat and protein 
in its milk;' he says. If 
embryos from an especially 
productive cow can be used 
to impregnate other cows, 
one genetically superior 

Having held key leadership positions, including flight director for 
the space shuttle program from 1985 until it ended last year, Brekke is 
immersed these days in readying the International Space Station (ISS) 
to receive commercial space vehicles. As project manager of Common 
Communications for Visiting Vehicles (C2V2) Brekke is creating 
the hardware that will enable visiting spacecraft to "talk to" the ISS 

on approach. Such conm1Unication is critical to 
avoiding collisions between arriving vehicles 
and tl1e station. 

Commercial spaceflight is in its infancy, and 
Brekke relishes being on the ground floor of a 
new venture. "I crave new challenges," she says. 
''We are on the cusp of tl1e emerging commercial 
spaceflight industry. I guarantee you there will 
be commercial 'space! ines: just like airplanes 
became commercial. I'm having a blast." - c.s. 
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cow could produce more 
calves in a year than she could on her own in 
the course of her lifetime. "Given that we face 
a world population of9 billion within 30 years, 
this could help feed a lot of people;' he says. 

Meanwhile, Youngs-recently nan1ed a 
teaching fellow by the American Society of 
Animal Sciences-has created tl1e only course 
in the nation in embryo transfer technologies 
that is offered to undergraduates. "It's one of 
mybigachievements." -R.B. 



Kaara Ettesvold 

N early half ofKaara Ettesvold's 29 years in the Foreign 
Service have been spent in Russia during times of major 

political change and historic events. Ettesvold (B.A. '73) was 
in Moscow during the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear disaster and 
in St. Petersburg at the beginning of the breakup of the Soviet 
Union in 1991. The heroism of Chernobyl workers and the 
Russian youth who volunteered in the aftermath inspired her 
to work tirelessly on behalf of both Americans abroad and 
citizens of the host country, whether sending surplus food 
and supplies to boarding schools and pensioners in Russia 
or assisting Americans adopting Russian children. After four 
years in the European and Eurasian Bureau's executive office, 
Ettesvold is now the minister-counselor for management at the 
U.S. Embassy in Berlin. 

Despite having lived in areas undergoing major upheavals 
and doing without many luxuries that Americans take for granted, Ettesvold 
says she's never regretted her career choice and never misses an opportunity 
to recruit others. This summer she'll return to Washington, D.C., to become 
head of the State Department's hiring office. "If you're interested in becoming 
a Foreign Service officer-education, yes, but also life experience helps, and 
languages;' she says. "We hire IT professionals, accountants, facilities managers, 
doctors, human resource officers-things most people don't think when they 
think embassy." -Abbey Kleinert 

Karl Mecklenburg 

K arl Mecklenburg (B.S. '83) was a pre-med student at the 
University of Minnesota, intent on becoming a physician like 

his father, but wound up playing in professional football for a dozen 
years. Since retiring in 1994, he created the REACH Foundation 
(Rewarding Experiences for All Children) and became a motivational 
speaker for groups ranging from Rotary clubs to Fortune 500 
companies. "The thing I miss most about football is the adrenaline," 
he says. "Standing in front of a group of500 to 1,000 people trying to 
remember what you're going to say will get that back for you." 

In 2009, the former All-Pro Denver Bronco wrote The Heart of a 
Student Athlete, a book of advice on dealing with the challenges young 

athletes face. Education has become his 
personal and charitable mission. The 
REACH Foundation has implemented an 
initiative to increase reading in Denver 
public schools, where the graduation rate 
is just 56 percent (Mecklenburg lives in the 
Denver area with his wife, Kathi, and their 
three children). Many drop out because 
they have difficulty reading, a challenge 
Mecklenburg understands from his own 
dyslexia. "Once you break through that 
barrier, the sky's the limit:' he says. 

- John Rosengren 

Dave Winfield 

D ave Winfield's life after a Hall of Fame 
baseball career has been as multifaceted as 

his athletic talents. Since hanging up his spikes in 
1995, Winfield (B.A. '73) has been an author, public 
speaker, philanthropist, TV analyst, radio show host, 
television actor, pitchman, and baseball executive. 
Presently an executive vice president and senior 
adviser for the San Diego Padres, Winfield might add 

team owner to his resume when 
the Padres go on the block. "I'm 
not finished with what I'd like to 
accomplish in baseball," he says. 

The author of a best-selling 
autobiography and a drug abuse 
prevention book, Winfield is now 
working on Your Winning Game 
Plan, an e-book about personal 
development and business 
strategies to supplement 
his public presentations. 
Winfield remains active with 
his foundation, the David M. 
Winfield Foundation, which 

focuses on health care, nutrition, and education for 
underprivileged youth. He was instrumental in Major 
League Baseball's tribute to living Negro League 
players in 2008. "I enjoyed being able to honor them 
and give them one of the best days of their baseball life 
and whole life," he says. -J.R . 

To read the articles from 1987 about these 40 University ofMinnesota alumni, visitwww.MinnesotaAiumni.org/Outstanding40. 
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Elizabeth Sloan 

I f you've ever wondered where popular food trends 
like gluten-free snacks originate, you'll want to 

ask Elizabeth Sloan (Ph.D. '73). As president of Sloan 
Trends, based in Escondido, California, she works 
with global companies to tap into the food zeitgeist. 
Her company monitors consumer attitudes, current 
products, scientific research, and media. "I'm always 
trying to see where things are pointing;' she says. 
''Where will the new spotlight be? How can a company 
capture that and sustain that?" 

In some ways, her current work isn't far from her 

Robin Young 

former roles as editor-in-chief 
at McCall's and director of the 
Good Housekeeping Institute, 
where she tested products and 
made recommendations to 
some 40 million women each 
month. ''We were trying to 
keep a pulse on what millions 
of American women were 
interested in;' she says. "Now, 
we use [sophisticated] models to 
accurately predict what's really 
going to work." -Erin Peterson 

Patri ck Redig 

I n its 40 years of existence, 
the University ofMinnesota's 

Raptor Center has accumulated 
an impressive record of 
accomplishments, and Patrick 
Redig (D.V.M. '74, Ph.D. '80), the 
center's director, helped it take 
wing. Redig cofounded the center 
inl972. 

Perhaps his most notable 
achievement was reintroducing 
the peregrine falcon, which had 
become extinct in the Midwest 
but has been removed from the endangered species list; today, some 
400 peregrines produce about 400 offspring every year in the Midwest 
alone. The center was also instrumental in removing the bald eagle 
from the endangered species list in 2008 and is now working with 
the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources and hunting groups 
to ban the use oflead from shotgun and solid cartridges, thereby 
eliminating the greatest threat to the bald eagles: lead poisoning 
caused by feeding on carrion left by hunters. In addition, the center 
has trained residents and grad students from 26 countries. "We have 
populated the world with our disciples," he says. 

For Redig, who becan1e fascinated with birds at age 3, his position 
at the Rap tor Center is a childhood dream come true. "People ask me 
why I haven't retired, and I ask, 'Why should I?' I'm doing something 
I love." -R.B. 

R obin Young (B.A. '76) has achieved success as an 
entrepreneur, an author, a publisher, and a market analyst. 

One might say he-like any good investor-is well-diversified, 
though all of hi activities are focused on the life sciences. Named one 
of the country's top stock analysts by Institutional Investor in 1986, 

Rich Varda 

D uring his years as a principal at Ellerbe Becket and 
RSP Architects, Rich Varda (M.S. '77) led teams 

that built an1bitious, breathtaking projects, including an 
award-winning skyscraper in Saudi Arabia, the Kingdom 

he topped that honor in 2001 when the Wall Street Journal chose him 
as Best on the Street for his stock picks in medical technology. Seven 
years ago, Young started a private equity fund in New York, then went 

on to create a database company that 
holds 3 billion patient records used to 
analyze medical costs and treatments, 
and then established AFcell Medical, a 
company that sells an advanced form 
of treatment for patients suffering 
from bums or intractable wounds. 
The author of some 1,000 reports and 
six books on life sciences subjects, 
he's also founder and publisher of 
RRY Publications, which produces 
Orthopedics This Week. 

"At the core of everything I do is 
understanding complex phenomena 
and writing and reporting on them;' he 

says, adding that the title is "the fastest growing pub in orthopedics 
because we are very real and authentic." 

And as for his future? "I'm going to go on doing what I'm doing 
until I keel over." - R.B. 
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Trade Center. Today, as senior 
vice president of store design at 
Minneapolis-based Target, his 
work has an even broader scope. 
"At Target, I can have an impact 
in almost every community 
in the country," he says. In his 
11 years at the company, he's 
guided developers to create 
stores that are more energy 
efficient and fit effectively in 
their communities-whether 
that's New York or New Ulm. 

Varda continues to hit the 
bull's-eye outside of retail too: He was lead designer for 
Phoenix's $200 million Musical Instrument Museum, which 
opened in 2010 and is one of the top attractions in the city. 

But whether he's working on skyscrapers, retail stores, 
or museums, he's always looking beyond the structures 
themselves to understand how they'll connect with the 
people who use them. "Architecture;' he says, "is a way to 
communicate to the public!' -E.P. 



Jay Greenberg 

Y ou could call Jay Greenberg (M.S. '74) a matchmaker of 
sorts. As the senior vice president for Social Enterprise for 

the National Council on Aging, Greenberg has focused for the past 
several years on brokering a partnership between the U.S. health 
care system and the supportive services needed to maintain the 
health of an aging population. Like most partnerships, however, a 
successful union requires some compromise. 

Currently, America's health care system is geared toward acute 
care: treating sudden illnesses, such as a heart attack or appendicitis. 
But as the population ages, more Americans suffer from chronic 
ailments like arthritis, diabetes, and hypertension. Chronic disease 
accounts for $3 out of every $4 spent on health care in America. 

How do we address that mismatch? By changing the way patients 
and physicians interact, Greenberg says. "We need to become 
partners with our health professionals, and our healtl1 professionals 
need to change tl1eir views on being our saviors!' 

One step toward accomplishing that is helping patients 
co manage chronic conditions. At the National Council on Aging, 
Greenberg has been working to expand a chronic disease self
management program developed at Stanford University in the 1990s 
for people with arthritis. 

Patients with various kinds of health problems meet in person 
or online over the course of several weeks. They discuss specific 
topics-exercising with pain, for example-and share challenges 
and solutions. Members set attainable individual goals, something as 
simple as walking to the park, perhaps, and provide each other with 
support and accountability. The groups are led by trained facilitators 
who also have chronic health conditions. 
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In clinical trials, the workshops have been shown to reduce 
depression, increase exercise and adherence to medications, and, in 
tl1e workshop focused specifically on diabetes, reduce hemoglobin 
AlC, "the gold standard for measuring the extent of diabetes:' 
Greenberg says. 

Greenberg says the workshops also save money. "We're never 
going to be able to solve the financial issues related to health care 
costs until people have the skills to self-manage better;' he says. "If 
I do a better job of self-managing, then I benefit, my health insurer 
benefits, the government benefits, and my employer benefits." 

Greenberg has been working on health policy issues since 
he earned his master's in public affairs from the University of 
Minnesota in 1974. He also holds a doctorate in public health 
from Harvard, and over the past three decades has been a leader 
in developing innovative health policy solutions. One of his other 
ongoing projects, the Benefits Checkup website, provides a one-stop 
shop to help seniors and others find benefit progran1s to help pay 
for medication, health care, food, and more. Since its inception, the 
site has helped more than 3 million people access some $11 billion in 
benefits. 

Greenberg credits the late former Humphrey School Dean John 
Brandl and Humphrey Professor Emerita Nancy Eustis with setting 
him on his career path. "Nancy introduced me to the whole field of 
aging and the myriad issues that we would face as the country aged;' 
he says. ''What I gained from John was an understanding that it was 
possible to bring tl1e University and policymaking together through 
your own work to improve things." 

Now that's a match made in Minnesota. -J. Trout Lowen 
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Dick Beardsley 

As a world-class marathoner and former farmer, Dick Beardsley 
(A.A.S. '82 UMW) has experienced the heights of achievement 

and the depths of defeat. But his competitive instinct and resilience 
have never been stronger. His times at Grandma's Marathon in 1981 
and the Napa Valley Marathon in 1987 remain course records, and he 
recently celebrated the 30th anniversary of his storied second-place 
finish at the Boston Marathon. Beardsley, who is the fifth fastest 
U.S. male marathoner, retired from elite running after the Olympic 
marathon trials in 1988, but he returned to the sport in the masters 

division in 2000. 
After a series of accidents, including becoming en tangled in a 

tractor auger and being hit by a vehicle while running, Beardsley 
became addicted to prescription painkillers in the 1990s. After chemical 
dependency treatment in 1997, he realized he could make a difference 

in the lives of others. 
Now living in Texas, Beardsley travels the country as a motivational speaker with 

the Dick Beardsley Foundation, which he established in 2007. Speaking in schools and 
treatment centers, he educates people about the benefits ofliving a healtl1y, chemical-free 
life. Says Beardsley: "Every day I try and wake with a smile on my face, enthusiasm in my 
voice, joy in my heart, and faith in my soul." 

Kate Green 

K ate Green's work as 
a writer is a blending 

of worlds-black and white, 
mother and professional, 
teacher and writer, poetry and 
fiction. A single mother, she 
worked as a freelance writer 
and editor after college until 
the deadlines, waiting for 
payment, and neglect of ilie 
core of her practice-poetry

became too stressful. Her solution: hire a babysitter and teach. 
Green (B.A. '72), who earned her master's in creative writing 

from Boston University, has taught at the University of Minnesota 
and Hamline University and is now at North Hennepin 
Community College. "There should be a [writing] grant for young 
moms .... Mothers should continue their creative work." That's 
what Green did. 

Author of the 1986 Edgar Award-winning mystery Shattered 
Moon, Green has published five novels, eight children's books, 
and two collections of poetry. She has won a Minnesota Book 
Award and two Bush Foundation Fellowships for Poetry and has 
raised three sons, also writers, who write hip-hop and spoken 
word. She is collaborating on a children's book with her middle 
son, Elliot Looney, on The Man, which follows a black man as 
he searches for direction and identity. This summer she plans to 
finish a memoir about her experience as a white mother raising 
multiracial children. 

Green's advice to young writers: "Be prepared to put in many 
years and realize that writing is a writing life. Write until you lose 
your ability to think; then it will get interesting." - A. K . 
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- Shannon Edholm 

Mikal Bernard Keenan 

M ikal Bernard Keenan (B.A. '85) divides his time between 
teaching an online course in distributed database 

systems for the University of Maryland University College, 
acting as a consultant on programming and other computer 
issues, and teaching classes in Qigong and martial arts at a 
local community center. After receiving a Ford Foundation 
Fellowship, Keenan earned an M.S. in behavioral medicine at 
the University of Miami, then switched his field to computer 
science and engineering, in which he also earned an M.S., from 
the University of Alabama. 

There were many reasons why he changed focus, he explains, 
but a big factor was his lifelong interest in Eastern philosophy 
and practices. "I was doing a lot of[computer] progran1ming and 
found that it fit well into my yoga and meditation interests:' he 
explains. "Because of my ability to concentrate I could program 
for 12 hours at a time." 

His background in behavioral science and computer systems 
also led him into work on evolutionary computing, a field in 
which computers are designed 
to create better, faster versions 
of themselves. "Eventually I 
want to focus just on that," he 
says. "I'd like to work on until 
sunset!" - R .B. 



Annie Griffiths 

T hroughout her career, photographer Annie Griffiths (B.A. '76) has made pictures that tell the 
incredible stories of people in more than 100 countries, including post-earthquake Pakistan, a 

Bedouin community in Jordan, and the remaining pristine wilderness areas in America. Today, Griffiths 
lives in Virginia but continues to travel around the world as a photographer for National Geographic. 

Even after spending more than 
30 years behind the lens, her 
passion for covering world issues, 
especially those affecting women, 
continues to grow. "Every project, 
I'm learning, getting a chance to 
see things I've never seen before, 
and telling stories of amazing 
cultures and amazing people," 
Griffiths says. 

For the past three years, her 
heart has also been tied to the 
nonprofit organization that she 
founded, llipple Effect Images. 
In this new venture, Griffiths and 
other photographers and writers 
(including acclaimed author 

Barbara Kingsolver) work closely with various aid organizations 
to document progran1s that are empowering women and girls in 
emerging nations. The images and film they capture are donated to 
the aid organizations for promotional and fund-raisingwork. To learn 
more, visit www.rippleeffectimages.org. -S.E. 

Jay Kiedrowski 

I n the long arc of Jay Kiedrowski's distinguished career, 
it almost seems inevitable that he would end up where 

he is today: at the U's Humphrey School of Public Affairs. 
Kiedrowski (B.A. '71, M.A. '73) first discovered his passion 
for economics and public 
service as a student there 
41 years ago; today, he's 
a senior fellow at the 
Humphrey School's Public 
and Nonprofit Leadership 
Center and assistant dean for 
student services. In between, 
he worked for municipal 
and state governments, 
including as Minnesota's 
deputy commissioner and 
commissioner of finance 
from 1984 to 1987, before moving on to a successful17-year 
career as executive vice president of Wells Fargo. 

Kiedrowski retired in 2004 to pursue a doctorate in 
education from St. Mary's University ofMinnesota. His sense 
of public service, particularly the opportunity to help train the 
next generation of leaders, prompted him to accept an offer to 
return to the Humphrey School shortly after he retired. "The 
students at HHH are bright, articulate, engaged, and they want 
to save the world. It's a joy to work with them;' he says. -C.S. 

www. M i nnesotaAI u m ni .o rg 

Judith Young 

Judith Young (Ph.D. '79), a professor of astronomy at the 
University of Massachusetts at Amherst, boldly went 

where few women had gone before when she decided to 
study astrophysics, pursuing her doctorate degree despite 
the lack of support of male scholars in her department, who 
didn't think married women ought to have a Ph.D. In 1984, 
the University of Massachusetts hired her as the first female 
facu lty member in its astronomy program. 

Twenty years ago, Young conceived an idea to build 
a 130-foot-diameter "sunwheel"-a solar calendar and 
observatory like Stonehenge-on the UMass can1pus as a 
learning tool for schoolchildren and college students about 
the cycles of the sun throughout the year. As executive 
director of the Sunwheel Project, she educated colleagues 
and administrators, secured NASA and National Science 
Foundation grants, and oversaw the installation of the three
to five-ton granite monoliths. The first sun wheel built on a 
university can1pus, it was constructed in 2000. 

Young has said that having fun and livingwithjoy are key 
elements in her work and life. These days, her interests have 
her exploring the blending of astronomy and spirituality. For 
her, the sky appears to be the limit. -Shelly Fling 

Rebecca Blank 

Two years ago, Rebecca Blank's work made its way 
into the homes ofhundreds of million An1ericans. As 

undersecretary of economic affairs in the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Blank (B.S. '76) was in charge of overseeing the 
U.S. 2010 Decennial Census. 

"It was a massive logistics effort," 
Blank says. "In the space of a year, we 
hired more than 600,000 people, trained 
them, put them on the field, and finished 
the job." The former academic economist 
found the census satisfying in other 
ways too. "Fascinating political issues 
and substantive questions came up, good 
questions like what we were asking, and 
not asking, about issues such as race and 
same-sex marriage!' 

Blank was appointed deputy secretary 
of commerce in March, which makes 
her the chief operating officer of the agency in its number two 
position. ''We're at a moment in the federal government where 
the demands for running things more efficiently are very, 
very strong, and this creates challenges. On the other hand, it 
reassures me that the decisions we make really matter." - c.s. 
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Mary Martin 

Given the opportunity to do it over, Mary Martin 
(B.A. '75 UMM, J.D. '81) might choose a career 

in theater, something that has interested her since she 
designed costumes for a theater company when she lived 
in St. Croix Falls, Wisconsin. However, her passion for 
helping others and her varied interests have allowed her 
to play many parts throughout her career. 

Martin, who opened her law firm in South St. Paul in 
1984, was first drawn to law because it permeates every 

aspect of society. Earlier in her career she 
worked in regional planning, community 
development, public policy, long-term 
care for the elderly, and issues affecting 
developmentally and physically disabled 
people. Throughout, she has published a 
specialized newsletter on administrative 
law issues. ewly certified as a labor 
and employment law specialist, Martin 
advises employers on state and federal 
employment requirements, personnel 

policies, workplace discrimination, and other issues. 
"A lot of advising in employment law draws on my 

undergraduate degree in psychology;' Martin says. "You 
have to know the law, but ultimately, it's mostly about 
managing human behavior and expectations." - S .E. 

Mike Osterholm 

As Minnesota's state epidemiologist in 1987, 

Mike Oster holm (M.S. '78, Ph.D. '80, M.P.H. '80) was 
scrambling to respond to the rapidly escalating and little 
understood AIDS epidemic. Today, the world-renowned 
epidemiologist and director of the University of Minnesota's 
Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy says the 
challenge of responding to infectious diseases-including 
pandemic flu, foodborne pathogens, and contagions from 

bioterrorism-has become more, not less, 
complicated. 

One of the greatest threats to progress in 
public health, Osterholm asserts, is a growing 
anti-science movement: an ideologically or 
belief-driven unwillingness to accept science 
and the scientific approach as a way to define 
problems and find solutions. "We often 
hear about [this perspective on] the climate 
change issue, but we see it in many, many 
areas, including vaccines and food safety. 
That is very dangerous. Everyone can't have 
their own set of facts. We should appreciate 

and value many different belief systems, but when it comes 
to science there is only one set of facts." 

The consequences of defining problems based on beliefs 
or political motivations, he says, can be catastrophic. "These 
are not just our problems, tl1ey are our children's too .. .. 
It's about what kind of a world we leave our children and 
grandchildren!' - C.S. 
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Andrew Leicester 

Andrew Leicester's nearly four-decades-long 
career as an award-winning public artist has 

given him the luxury to pursue only what interests 
him. The project must engage the public, serve a 
symbolic function, and afford him the chance to wade 
deeply into the history, setting, and culture of a given 
community. In recent years, Leicester (M.F.A. '73) 
has added sustainability-wind- and solar-energy
powered art-to his list of criteria. "We have the 
technology to make really important places," he says. 
"That's important to me-art's social function." 

The English-born artist, knoW11 for his many large
scale works in the United States and abroad (including 
Platonic Figure on the U's East Bank), is currently 
working on such a project. Two years ago he won an 
international competition to design a light-rail bridge 
near Pasadena, California. Sitting in his serene, light
filled home on Minneapolis's Lake Nokomis-which 
he shares with his wife, their two teenage sons, two 
dogs, six chickens (they're out back in the coop), and 
an Australian bearded dragon named Bruce-Leicester 
flips through a journal filled with meticulous yet 
whimsical sketches for the bridge, whose design has 
gone through nearly two hundred incarnations. 

When completed this summer, the bridge's major 
design elements will be two enormous woven baskets 
that act as support columns. Leicester's design pays 
homage to the basket-making Native Americans who 
plied the trade route that once linked the Spanish 
missions along the San Gabriel Valley. It's also a playful 
nod to nearby Route 66, with its humorous, outsized 
commercial monuments. 

Leicester says he relishes working with numerous 
constituents and doesn't mind the seemingly endless 
revisions. "I'm very interested to know why people feel 
tl1e way they do about some visual symbol," he says. 
"That's why art in the public realm is interesting
because people bring their OW11 associations to it!' 

But he's not endlessly agreeable; he can be 
outspoken about art, especially where it intersects with 
politics. In 2008 he wrote an open letter to President 
Obama that appeared inPublicArtReview. Leicester 
proposed a WPA-style program that would employ 
artists to rebuild America's infrastructure and focus on renewable 
energy. His accompanying sketches show his plan for a wind
powered monument at the Iowa border-enormous totemic figures, 
arms outstretched with propeller-like hands. It's a witty riff on Grant 
Wood's American Gothic and a kind of roadside attraction for the 
green age. 

Earlier this year, he and some colleagues were finalists in 
the competition to design the transportation hub in downtown 
Minneapolis where five commuter, passenger, and light-rail lines 
will converge. Leicester, whose team did not get the commission, 



felt the site deserved a grand, iconic train station that would "symbolize the 
cultural aspirations of the community;' as opposed to the exposed platforms 
and underground parking in the parameters of the contest. "Why do people 
have to stand on windy, wet platforms?" he asks. ''We still are treating our 
transit passengers like third-class citizens." 

A few years ago Leicester gave up his northeast Minneapolis studio in favor 
of working out of his home office, where he focuses on research and design. 
"Creating an idea and seeing it built and being out there-the unsuspecting 
public will see it every day and wonder what it is," he says. "That's a very 
powerful thing." -Laura Silver 
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Emily Mann 

For director and playwright Emily Mann 
(M.F.A. '76), documentary theater is ideal 

for presenting issues of social justice because it 
brings the audience into the emotion of the story. 

Mann's artistic efforts are closely tied to the 
success of the McCarter Theatre in Princeton, 
New Jersey, where she has been artistic director 
for 22 years. Mann brought a fresh new vision to 
the theater, building a community and challenging 
audiences with works like Greensboro: a Requiem, 
a play she wrote based on the 1979 murders of five 
unarmed protesters by members of the Ku Klux 
Klan, and the Tony-nominated Having Our Say, 
based on a book of the san1e name that reflects 
on life before and after the civil rights movement. 
"When writing a history play, you're looking at the 
present through the lens of the past;' Mann says. 
"A historical play can bring something fresh to the 
present each time it is put on." 

Mann has written seven plays and won more 
than 25 awards, including a Tony for the McCarter 
Theatre for outstanding regional theater. To Mann, 
all theater is community theater. "Community 
theater is usually thought of as an1ateur theater," 
she says. "But I perceive it on a professional level. 
Theater is local and alive and takes place in a place, 
and that builds community." -A .K. 
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Nor man Ornstein 

From Norman Ornstein's point of view-informed by more 
than 30 years of studying politics and policy in Washington, 

D.C.-Congress is on the brink of collapse. That's the premise of 
his new book, It's Even Worse Than It Looks: How the American 
Constitutional System Collided with 
the New Politics ofExtremism, out this 
spring. Ornstein (B.A. '67) and coauthor 
Thomas Mann name names in their 
assessment of what is broken with our 
political process. "I'm bracing for a 
lot of push back," says Ornstein, a self
described centrist who contends that 
one party in particular is mostly to blame 
for the polarization and gridlock. 

"We have so many severe problems in 
this country: Getting out of this economic 
ditch, high unemployment, dealing 
witl1 a competitive global economy," 
says Ornstein, a resident scholar at the American Enterprise 
Institute, a conservative tl1ink tank. "You can't do anytl1ing of great 
consequence about t11ese wit11out developing broad, bipartisan 
leadership." 

On top of that, he says, we've lost tl1e public square where 
vigorous debate stems from a common set of facts. "Lying and 
saying outrageous things are no longer viewed as shameful. 
They're tickets to success;' he says. "People who do those sorts 
of tl1ings on t11e Aoor of t11e House get invited more and more to 
be on television shows." 

One solution, he says, is to get more people to vote. He would 
create an incentive inspired by the Mega Millions lottery. "If you 
look at t11e numbers of people standing in line for hours to get 
tickets;' he says, "my guess is we could up our voter turnout by 
25 percent overnight." 

He admits t11at his plan-in which voters would be eligible for 
prize money-has a few kinks. But not trying something isn't an 
option. Says Ornstein: "I care about these institutions and about 
making the system work, and pussyfooting arow1d it may make 
people less angry but it's just not worth it." - S.F. 

Keith Nuechterlein 

Marcia Kulick 

I n Marcia Kulick's case, the terms confined to and 
wheelchair don't belong in the san1e sentence. Kulick 

(B.A. '84 UMD, M.Ed. '88) lost the use of her legs in a 
motorcycle accident at age 23-then went on to become 
a champion swimmer, tennis player, and wheelchair 
marathoner. She won six Paralympic gold medals, four 
of which were world records, before age 30. 

Kulick has several ot11er "firsts" after her name, and 
her drive appears to be unAagging. "On my tombstone;' 
she says, "it will say, 'She never said why me? She said 
try me.' " In 1998, Kulick was elected to the Wheelchair 
Sports, USA, Hall ofFan1e, and t11e following year 
she became the first person in a wheelchair ever to 
become a certified lifeguard t11rough the American Red 
Cross. In 1985, UMD established t11e Marcia Bevard
Kulick Scholarship awarded annually to students with 
disabilities. 

Kulick consults on disability issues with a broad 
range of clients, from the Minnesota-based Lunds and 
Byerly's grocery store chain to Chrysler Corporation
and she isn't shy about speaking out on matters affecting 
the disabled community. "I've always had a big mouth. 

My parents taught me to 
speak my mind. When I see 
somet11ing that could educate 
people about disabilities, 
I speak up. I know it isn't 
just for me but for others 
too." - Joe Hart 

I n his time as a researcher and clinician, Keith Nuechterlein, (B.A. '70, Ph.D. '78) estimates 
that he has come to know about 2,000 people who have schizophrenia, many of them disabled 

by delusions and detachment from their environment. Even so, that's a tiny fraction of the people 
with the disorder, which is estimated to affect up to 1 percent of the world's population. 

As director of UCLA's Center for eurocognition and Emotion in Schizophrenia, Nuechterlein 
leads a team that studies all aspects of t11e disease. While there is still no cure on the horizon, studies 
conducted at the center have shown t11at, wit11 proper support and therapy, 80 percent of people 
witl1 schizophrenia can return to school or work-far higher t11an has been possible until now. 

Willi pharmaceutical companies trying to develop drugs to treat the cognitive disorders 
affecting memory, attention span, and problem-solving associated wit11 schizophrenia-disorders 
t11at present t11e greatest challenge facing patients trying to function in the outside world
Nuechterlein and his team made a major contribution by developingtl1e MATRICS Consensus 
Cognitive Battery, a standardized way of measuring tl1e effects of experimental drug therapies 

on cognitive disorders. "Every new medication is tested using this battery," he says. "The FDA and National Institute of 
Mental Health consider it tl1e gold standard." - R .B. 
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Mary K. Baumann 

M ary K. Baumann (B.A. '73) sits at intersections and 
confluences-words and images, magazine design history 

and future. For more than 34 years she has been immersed in 
magazine design, much of that at the forefront of the industry. 

Twenty-five years ago she was on the editorial staff at Time, 
Inc., in New York. It was the heyday for magazines, which were 

putting greater emphasis on layout, 
illustration, photography, type, and 
other graphic elemen~s. Her career 
led her back to Minneapolis in 2008, 
where she and her husband, Will 
Hopkins, are now partners in the 
design firm Hopkins/Baumann, 
based in the former Whitney Hotel in 
downtown Minneapolis. They design 
books and magazines, including 
American Craft, the magazine of the 
American Craft Council. 

This spring marked Baumann's 
third year as codirector of See Change, an annual conference that 
draws around 300 local and national design professionals to the 
University of Minnesota to exchange ideas and inspiration. Baumann 
helps select the speakers who are industry leaders constantly 
reinventing themselves. "With each technology there are new and 
exciting changes in visual communication; ' Baumann says, stressing 
the importance of cross-disciplinary collaboration. 

For Baumann, while design helps tell stories, design itself is also 
an evolving story. "Media is ever-expanding;' she says. "Nothing ever 
goes away; it just becomes different." - A .K. 

Ron Tobkin 

Farmers like Ron Tobkin (B.A.'68 UMC) have been 
instrumental in transforming what was primarily a local 

business into a multinational industry. Tobkin is a consultant 
and part owner of a massive, 35,000-acre farming operation in 

Ukraine that includes a 10,000-head 
beef cattle operation and a plant that 
manufactures pasta. His travels "opened 
my eyes," he says. "The farmers in 
Ukraine are hard workers, but they 
don't have the infrastructure we do." 
By investing time and money in the 
country, he hopes to help change that. 

While he explores the global 
marketplace, Tobkin and his two sons 
still work the family farm his forebears 
founded 120 years ago. The family 
cultivates 2,500 acres of potatoes, beans, 

corn, and other crops. Like Tobkin, his sons earn part of their 
income from non-farm work. As Tobkin sees it, however, the local 
farm is just one arm of his operation. "The global horizons have 
been opened. That's why we're thriving. My boys eventually will 
have all of our land and continue farming. That's a farmer's highest 
aspiration." - J.H . 
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Kevin Einsweiler 

As a high-energy particle 
physicist, Kevin Einsweiler 

(B.S. '78), studies subatomic 
particles to help unlock secrets of 
the universe. And as he analyzes 
data coming from the world's 
largest and most powerful particle 
accelerator, the Large Hadron 
Collider (LHC), he and his team 
inch ever closer to that goal. 

A senior scientist at Lawrence 
Berkeley National Lab, Einsweiler 

spends much of his time near Geneva, Switzerland, where 
he works as one of two physics coordinators for the ATLAS 
experiment. ATLAS involves nearly 3,000 scientists from 
174 universities and laboratories in 38 countries. Among 
the group's goals is searching for the source of mass known 
as the Higgs boson. Colloquially referred to as "the God 
particle," Higgs boson is a type of fundamental particle that 
exists only in theory but whose discovery would validate the 
Standard Model, which is regarded as the "theory of almost 
everything" in particle physics. 

Einsweiler believes tl1e project could open up 
unimaginable worlds of understanding. "Physicists have 
dreamed of these ideal detectors and collaborations, 
and now [with the LHC] we're in the middle of it," he 
says. "We're in a potentially revolutionary period in our 
understanding of the most basic things in the universe." - E.P 

Peter MacNicol 

I n 1982 Peter MacNicol 
(B.F.A. '76) lit up the big 

screen in Sophie's Choice 
with Meryl Streep. Since 
then, he's found a home 
on the small screen. He 
spent six seasons as the 
quirky, lovable John Cage 
on Ally McBeal, for which 
he earned an Em my in 2001. 
More recently, he starred 
as Tom Lennox in24, Larry 
Fleinhardt on NUMB3RS, 
and Robert Stark in Grey's 
Anatomy. This past spring, he 
returned to the silver screen 
as the Secretary of Defense in 
the sci-fi war film Battleship. While he has great range as 
an actor, other projects demonstrate additional talents: 
He penned two episodes of NUMB3RS and has been the 
voice of characters in three video games. -E.P. 
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Libby Larsen Stephen Paulus 

I n Libby Larsen's view, her task as a composer is to organize 
and make sense of sound. Fortunately for music lovers, 

Larsen (B.A. '72, M.A. '75, Ph.D. '78) has found hundreds of 
ways of finding the music in a noise-polluted world. 

W hen Chorus America convenes in Minneapolis in June, 
composer Stephen Paulus (B.A. '71, M.A. '76, Ph.D. '78) 

will be there for the world premiere of one of his latest works. 
Philip Brunelle, artistic director ofVocalEssence, commissioned 
him to write an a cap pella choral work, When Music Sounds, to 
be performed by some 400 voices in the opening gala concert. Up 
next is Violin Concerto o. 3, for the Cleveland Orchestra, which 

Larsen cofounded the Minnesota Composers Forum 
(now called the American Composers Forum) with composer 
Stephen Paulus in 1973 in St. Paul to help get their work 

performed and recorded. 
In her 40-year caree1~ 
Larsen has created a 
catalogue of more than 
500 works in various genres, 
including vocal and chan1ber 
music, massive orchestral 
pieces, and more than 
15 operas. Among her many 
awards is a Gram my in 1994 
as producer of the CD The 
ArtofArleneAuger. Larsen, 
the first woman to serve as 
composer in residence with a 
major orchestra, is constantly 
sought for commissions. 
She is one of America's most 
performed living composers. 

In recent years, 
Larsen, who still makes 

her home in Minneapolis, has delved more deeply into 
composing recognizably "American" music by examining 
rhythmic patterns, pitch range, tempo, and phrase contour of 
American spoken English. "I strive to understand how these 
characteristics represent our American lives and emotions and 
to use these elements in my music;' she says. - S .F. 

Ross Levin and Bridget Levin 

premieres in St. Paul in October. 
"I love writing for instruments, 

especially full orchestra, as much 
as I enjoy writing for the human 
voice," says Paulus, who has more 
than 450 works represented in a 
range of genres. "Opera is probably 
my favorite, because it's the whole 
enchilada, encompassingvoices, 
instruments-and drama!" 

Composing is a two-part process: 
writing the work and then hearing it, 
he explains. "It's always important 
to actually hear the sonic realization 
of what you have written!' 

Cofounder of the Minnesota 
Composers Forum (now called 
the American Composers Forum) 
with composer Libby Larsen in 

1973, Paulus believes it's important to champion colleagues. "It's 
not only collegial, but it also helps to raise awareness about the 
music of! iving composers in general;' says Paulus, who has been 
on the board of the American Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers since 1990. "Every [place I go] I find a composer, 
performer, or conductor to take out for coffee, a glass of wine, or 
lunch and ask about their current activities and projects!' -S.F. 

S ince launching their own businesses while in their 20s, entrepreneurs and spouses 
Ross and Bridget Levin continue to inspire and support each other's endeavors. 

Ross Levin (B.S. '82) manages more than $1 billion for his clients, 
but that's nothing compared to the value he sees in family, friends, and 
community. He speaks appreciatively of the people who have bettered 
his life and for nearly 10 years has written about money and values for 
the Star Tribune in a monthly column called "Spend Your Life Wisely." 
Many of the articles were published in a 2010 book by the same name. 
"It's important to recognize how many people have had an impact on 
our lives;' he says. 

In1987, Levin joined with Wil Heupel (M.B.A. '87) to form 
Accredited Investors, Inc., named by his wife, Bridget, founder of 
Nametag International, an international branding and naming firm. 

Bridget Levin (B.A. '82) has made, well, a name for herself in nan1ing products and 
companies. She's handed out nicknan1es all her life and has tTanslated her creativity into a 
successful proprietary branding process. Her client list includes 3M, Cargill, AT&T, Pfizer, 
and Seagram's. "The naming business has always been a stimulating field, but there has been an 
explosion in global branding;' she says. "This makes our area of expertise even more exciting." 

Though their businesses have evolved, the Levins still work in the same office buiJding, 
in Edina, and serve as each other's sounding board. "Bridget is my most trusted adviser," 
says Ross. -A.K. 
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Kevin McHale 

K evin McHale's storied basketball career as a Hall 
of Fame player, executive, coach, and TV analyst 

has taken him to Houston, where he completed his first 
season as head coach for the Rockets. The best basketball 
player ever to dribble the ball for the Gophers, McHale 
just missed the playoffs with his Rockets team when they 
lost six consecutive games late in the season. McHale 
hopes for better next year. "It's a learning experience," 
he says. -J.R. 

Kirsten Frantzich 

For Kirsten Frantzich (B.A. '83), the dance between 
psychology and theater is something she's often 

experienced and examined. "They're both explorations of the 
human condition;' says Frantzich, who double-majored in 
the two disciplines and later trained in theater at the Juilliard 
School. After starring in daytime soap operas One Life to Live 
and Another World in the late 1980s (most notably playing a 
character doing her own dance with psychological drama) 
Frantzich continued her acting career-primarily on the stage 
but also in film and TV-until2006 when she cut back to enroll 
in graduate school at Pacifica Graduate Institute in southern 
California. She is working on her Ph.D. in depth psychology, a type of psychoanalytic 
therapy concerned with the unconscious mind. 

Frantzich's interest in depth psychology-and "bringing together the ancient union of art, 
religion, and science in a way that is pertinent for today;• she says-extends to her work as the 
theater director at the Santa Barbara Healing Sanctuary in California. The sancturuy emphasizes 
the healing potential of dreams, and Frantzich guides people to access their unconscious through 

John Loprieno 

For John Loprieno (M.F.A. '84), teaching has always 
been a natural fit within his acting career. The son 

of a teacher, he taught at several colleges after receiving 
his degree from the University of Minnesota, and he 
continued to teach even while his acting and writing 
career flourished . In 1986, Loprieno began his 13-year run 
on the daytime soap opera One Life to Live, and he was 
nominated for a Daytime Emmy for his work as a writer 
on the show in 2005. Loprieno's professional credentials 
also include film, off-Broadway, and regional stage 
performance. His extensive industry knowledge, from the 
stage to the screen, provides a well-rounded educational 
experience for his students at Moorpark College in 
southern California, where he teaches playwriting, 
directing, and acting. -S.E. 

feeling, drean1s, ru1d theater 
and to express what they're 
feeling. As a result, she says 
she has witnessed "incredible 
shifts in psychological and 
physical health." 

Frantzich encourages 
others, not just actors, to "pay 
attention to who you are and 
to feel that, and allow your 
work to be an expression of 
that, rather than your work 
filling that hole in you that 
feels empty:' -S.E. 
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24, Mary Martin by Dean Kalmoe, Mike Osterholm courtesy of the Center for Infectious Disease Research 
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Above: University of Minnesota 
student Xia Xiong and her 
2·year·old son Julian start the 
day with a trip to day care. 

Right: Xiong and Julian leave 
the home they share with 
Xiong's extended family. 
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at 
Bxpectations 
Thanks to the Student Parent 
HELP Center, undergraduate moms 
like Xi a Xiong have a chance to excel. 

By Cynthia Scott and Alyssa Ford 
PHOTOGRAPHSBYSHERSTONEMAN 

L ike hundreds of other University of Minnesota students, Xia Xiong is looking for 
a summer internship. She's hoping to land something that will further her career 

goal of working in public relations or human resources. But unlike most other students 
in between their junior and senior years, it's extraordinary that Xiong is at such a routine 
juncture in her academic careec 

Xiong, who turned 21 in May, is a single parent. Two years ago, when she discovered 
she was pregnant with her now-toddler son Julian, she was resolute that she would finish 
her degree in communications studies. "I wasn't interested in being a nice, traditional 
Hmongwoman with a traditional Hmong husband," she says. But all the resolve in the 

world couldn't erase the dire 
circumstances that faced her: Her 
mother, with whom she had been 
living, disowned her. She moved 
in with Julian's father, but it 
became apparent that he was not 
ready to have a family. She needed 
money. The stress of it was close 
to swamping her. 

And then her academic 
adviser, Lisa Clark, referred her to 
the Student Parent HELP Center 
(SPHC) on campus, a program in 
the Office of Student Affairs that 
assists students who are parents
or soon will be. Xiong met with 
SPHC counselor Melanie Soland 
(M.SW. '10), whom she recalls was 
only the second person in her life 
to congratulate her on the baby
to-be. "It was so welcoming. It was 
really exactly what I needed right 
then," Xiong says. 
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Above: Xiong opens her laptop 
to a smiling Julian screen saver. 

Right: Xiong works at the 
University of Minnesota 
School of Dentistry with 
Dr. Naty Lopez, assistant dean 
for admissions and diversity. 

Below: Xiong and Julian 
make a stop to visit Julian's 
grandfather, William Smart. 

Opposite page: Xiong 
studies in the SPHC lounge 
in between classes. 
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SPHC-HELP stands for 
Higher Education for Low
Income People-was founded 
in the 1960s as part of General 
College for students from non
traditional backgrounds. In the 
1980s, prodded by students who 
were single parents, its mission 
shifted to assisting low-income 
undergraduate students who 
were parents or about to become 
a parent. Today the center serves 
about 300 students at any given 
time. Both mothers and fathers 
are eligib le, but about three
quarters of its clientele is single 
mothers. 

The center's director, Susan 
Warfield, is known for her full-

throated and who lehearted 
advocacy for student parents. 
She points to the walls of her 
small, crowded office, covered 
with photographs of kids who 
now have college-educated 
parents, thanks in large part to 
the program she runs. "Those 
are my kids," she says. "When 
I think about what their moms 
have achieved, I'm just so hum
bled. Really, it's a mindblower. 
And they're really good parents 
too." 

SPHC's most essential ser
vice, Warfield says, is child 
care assistance. "Child care is 
a make-or-break point for our 
clients," Warfield says. The cen-

ter provides grants, $180,000 a 
year in total, to low-income stu
dent parents who qualify for the 
Minnesota State Grant (admin
istered by the Minnesota Office 
of Higher Education) and are in 
good academic standing. The 
assistance can mean the differ
ence between staying in school 
and dropping out. 

Other services include crisis 
intervention referrals; assistance 
with problem-solving, parent
ing, and life skills; financial aid 
counseling; adopt-a-student
parent gift program during the 
holidays; support groups; and 
mentoring by successful stu
dent parents who have made it 
to graduation. The center also 
offers help with career planning 
and resume review. 

"People assume our students 
don't do well academically, but 
that's not the case," Warfield 
says. "Student parents nation
ally are more likely to go in and 
out of school for short periods 
of time, so they might take lon
ger to graduate, but their GPA is 
pretty much identical to other 
students." 

Not all students take time off. 
Xiong delivered Julian in March 
2010, just before spring break, 



and was back in class after the one parent having a college helps ferry around her younger has been crucial for Xiong when 
break to finish spring semester. degree.) siblings and holds a part-time she is on campus. The heart of 
Soland says that's not unusual. One ofSPHC's challenges is job designing marketing materi- the SPHC is the old student 
"It's very common with our that it's not obvious who needs als in the U's School of Dentistry. lounge in Appleby Hall on the 
students that when they have a its services. When Warfield Until recently, she had a second East Bank, accessible by key 
child they have a new focus and became director 12 years ago, part-time job as a Wells Fargo code on the door so students 
drive that other students don't she worked to establish relation- Bank teller. can stay late. Especially during 
have. We have students who ships with student health ser- Her days are strictly regi- pregnancy, this room was Xia's 
started college at a traditional vices personnel and academic mented, beginning early with a on-campus refuge, where two 
age and dropped out because advisers throughout the U so trip to Julian's day care and often mismatched couches mingle 
they couldn't handle it academi- that they could refer students. not ending until after an evening with a mini-kitchen, a modest 
cally. Then they come back 10 It's critical to identify students class. But even on five hours of kids' play area, and a library 
years later with a child and they who need SPHC's services early sleep a night, Xiong is clearly with titles like The Womanly 

get straight 1\s. That's how Xi a on, Warfield says, before they enchanted with her little boy. Art of Breastfeeding and Just 

is. She is very focused." make a decision they wouldn't Her cell phone is chock-full of Kiss Me and Tell Me You Did the 

A recent $250,000 grant from make if they had support, such Julian's photos: in a traditional Laundry. The center offers free 
the Minnesota Department of as dropping out of school or Hmong outfit, wearing high photocopying and has a three-
Health allowed SPHC to hire terminating their pregnancy. heels, dancing to rock music, computer lab where there's an 
a staff person to provide direct "What we don't want is a student sleeping with his stuffed Piglet. immense sense of compassion 
outreach and intensive support throwing up her hands and say- Whenever Xiong says something for students who are trying to 
to its most vulnerable popula- ing, 'I can't do it. It's too hard."' to her son she says it in English finish a paper with an antsy tad-
tion: newly pregnant students And it is hard . After Julian first and Hmong second. "It's dler in tow. 
and first-time moms and dads. was born, Xiong's relationship amazing to watch him learn. He Xiong has been known to nap 
(The state allocation comes from with her mother thawed and she says 'mama' in English and 'milk' on those mismatched couches 
the federal Affordable Care Act, moved back in with her and her in Hmong," Xiong says. between classes. But the real 
because of the high correlation extended family. In addition to Being able to take refuge at benefit of hanging out at SPHC 
between positive health out- attending a full load of classes SPHC, where she can collect is the chance to be with other 
comes for children and at least and caring for Julian, Xiong her thoughts, rest, and study, moms who are also working 

......... ..... .. ....................... ................................ ....... ........... .. .. .. .......... ... ............. ................................ ·-
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hard for their mortarboards. 
"Unless [somebody's stom

ach] has a bump or she actually 
has her kids with her, you would 
never know she's like you," 
Xiong says. 

That's why Warfield calls her 
clientele "the invisible popula
tion. 

"More than anything else, our 
student parents crave commu
nity," Warfield says. That's a big 
reason why every Wednesday, 
SPHC hosts a healthful, home
cooked, protein-rich lunch for 
its parents. A recent meet-up 
featured black bean and corn 
soft tacos with salsa and cheese. 
Sometimes there's a formal pro
gram, like a question-and-answer 
session with moms who made it 
to graduation day. Sometimes it's 
just an open forum where par
ents can vent and swap stories. 
"Sometimes people just need to 
talk to people who know what's 
it's like;• Warfield says. 

And sometimes, like on a 
recent day in May, Xi a and other 
student parents get to party 
with each other and their kids 
on orthrop Mall at the annual 
SPHC End of the Year Celebra
tion and Grad Party. The gather
ing has grown in the past decade 
from 11 students and staff going 
out to lunch together to a full 
party with catered food, games, 
and donations from 70 local 
businesses for gifts to the par
ents to reward them for making 
it through another year. 

It's a moment of deep sat
isfaction for Warfield, who 
finds constant inspiration from 
SPHC's clients. "The students 
are excelling across the board, 
against all odds;' she says. "They 
almost have to be extraordinary 
to begin with." • 
Cynthia Scott (M.A. '89) is man

aging editor a/Minnesota. Alys
sa Ford is a Minneapolis-based 
freelance writer. 
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Left: Xiong in her 
evening class, 
Hmong Language 

Below left: Julian 
and Xiong enjoy a 
relaxed moment in 
the yard at home. 

Below: Left to 
right, Xiong and 
classmates Teng 
Vang and Mor Her 
walk across campus 
after their Hmong 
Language class. 
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Beaaett's 
Peast 
University of Minnesota alumna Dorothy Bennett 

did not want simply to earn a college degree 

and then find work. She wanted to embark on a 

lifelong learning adventure. If, along the way, she 

could inspire countless thousands of children, 

including a future Nobel laureate, all the better. 

hen Dorothy Bennett graduated from 

the University of Minnesota in 1930, she 

headed off to New York attached to a 

pretty short leash. Her mother, back on 

Humboldt Avenue in Minneapolis, gave 

her 30 days to find a job or else it was 

back to the Twin Cities. Bennett (B.A. 

'30), a born go-getter, adon't-take-no-for

an-answer kind of woman, was offered 

a job as secretary at the Metropolitan 

Dorothy Bennett, 
pictured in the 
August 1939 
Minnesota 
Alumni Weekly, 
upon returning 
from New 

Museum, but she didn't want 

to be a secretary and held out 

for something better. When 
she should have been pack

ing her bags to return home, 

she landed a job as an assistant 

in the education department 

York to take a 
position at the 
University of 
Minnesota Press 
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at the American Museum of 

Natural History and, on her 30th day in New York, began working in the heart of Manhattan. She 

was off and running. For more than 60 years, Bennett charted her course through an assortment 

of careers, in astronomy, anthropology, science education, and publishing. She was a radio per

sonality, an author, one of the founding editors of a beloved children's books series that exists to 

this day. In her leisure time she restored an old barge docked on the Gowan us Canal in Brooklyn, 

which becan1e her summer home on Long Island. 

BY TIM BRADY 



The only child of a Minneapo
lis architect and his wife-Daniel 
and Marion-Bennett studied 
astronomy and anthropology 
at the U of M, where she was 
active in the Women's Athletic 
Association, eventually serving 
as the organization's president 
in her senior year. Her science 
background at the U helped her 
land that nick-of-time job at the 
American Museum of Natural 
History, where she served, ini
tially, as a staff assistant in the 
museum's department of edu
cation. In her spare time, she 
studied anthropology at Colum
bia University and was so profi
cient in the field that when her 
instructor, Margaret Mead (yes, 
that Margaret Mead), headed off to Papua New Guinea on a 
research trip, Mead asked Bennett to deliver her lectures in Mead's 
absence. 

At the museum, Bennett worked with children, giving lectures 
and talks on both astronomy and anthropology. For a couple of 
summers, she studied archaeology through the University of New 
Mexico and UCLA at digs in the Southwest. Back in New York, she 
was hired as an assistant curator in the Department of Astronomy 
at the American Museum of Natural History in 1934 and moved 
to a similar position at the museum's Hayden Planetarium when 
it opened the following year. 

While at the Hayden, Bennett founded a citywide junior 
astronomy club, which was described years after the fact in a 
Nobel lecture delivered in 2005 by physicist Roy Glauber, who 
happened to be one of Bennett's students 70 years earlier. In his 
speech, the Nobel laureate remembered Bennett fondly as "some
thing of a wonder. Seeking a career in New York, she had arrived 
there as a fresh graduate of the University of Minnesota just in 
time for the economic debacle of1929," he said. ''With boundless 
energy and no prior acquaintance with astronomy she found a 
position working on the plans for the city's new planetarium." 

The club she founded met on Saturdays in an auditorium 
adjacent to the Hayden Planetarium. Kids like Glauber, "watched 
over by Dorothy in a kind of godmotherly role," heard lectures by 
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Above: Dorothy Bennett 
(lower left) and the two friends 
(Ruhe and Gibby) with whom 
she bought a barge and 
turned it into a houseboat 

Bennett, pictured in the 1931 
Gopher, received the Women's 
Athletic Association Seal, 
which recognized excellence 
in character, her senior year. 

renowned astronomers, held com
mittee meetings, and received a 
monthly mimeographed publica
tion, the Junior Astronomy News. 
Glauber "rushed to take part in 
all of those programs, ceaselessly 

an1azed that the club could manage all of its activities on dues" that 
came to only a quarter a year. "The secret of that miracle was that 
Dorothy had assigned to the club the royalties of a book she had 
inspired, The Handbook of the Heavens, and the proceeds from the 
sales of a rotating star map, a planisphere she designed. Enough 
copies of those publications had been sold to keep the club afloat 
for over 10 years." 

Bennett's Handbook of the Heavens, a very readable guide to 
the planets and stars, co-written with Hubert Bernhard, would 
soon be picked up by McGraw-Hill and have a wide and contin
ued distribution. It remains in print to this day. The book's 1935 
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sales (in the neighborhood of2,500 copies), along with 
the sales of her revolving star map The Star Explorer 
(20,000 copies), were enough to fund the myriad of 
club activities remembered by Glauber, as well as a 
popular radio broadcast on CBS hosted by Bennett, 
and camp activities outside of the city. 

It was on one of these camping trips-Bennett had 
taken a troupe of junior astronomers to Maine to see 
an eclipse of the sun-that she came up with the idea 
for her next grand adventure. A total eclipse of the 
sun was to take place early on June 8, 1937, and the 
best viewing would be off the coast of South America. 
When Bennett learned that the Hayden Planetarium 
had no plans to mount an expedition, she took matters 
into her own hands. In a 1994 oral history she did for 
the Society of Women Geographers (yes, she had an 
interest in geography as well) Bennett recalled her 
efforts, giving a sense of her character in the process: 
"[The eclipse] was going to last for seven minutes, 
which is exceptional, but unfortunately the best place 
[for viewing] was out in the Pacific Ocean. Well, I thought, I better 
go to the Navy and see ifi can get a boat." 

So Bennett took the train down to Washington, D.C., intent on 
getting her boat. She visited the head of the Naval Observatory-a 
friend of hers, who had appeared a number of times on her radio 
show. Commander Hellwig was sympathetic but couldn't line 
up a ship for the expedition. Undaunted, Bennett decided if she 
couldn't see the eclipse from the ocean, she would find the next 
best place on the planet. That turned out to be 14,000 feet up in 
the Andes. 

By this time, Bennett had been given charge of organizing the 
full astronomical expedition by the director of the Hayden. She 
lined up accommodations in Cerro de Pasco, Peru, through a local 
mining company and shepherded a party from the planetarium, 
which included the director and assistant director of the museum, 
a number of the nation's leading astronomers, as well as photogra
phers and artists. "It was a marvelous trip, and the icing on the cake 
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Pictured in the 
1930 Gopher, 
Bennett was 
president of 
the Women's 
Athletic 
Association and 
an "M" winner 
for outstanding 
service. 

was that we had the opportunity to see, 
with a few days before and after the 
trip, Machu Picchu, Ollantaytambo, 
and Sacsayhuaman," she recalled. 

Bennett returned to ew York with 
a more personal project at hand. Prior 
to leaving for Peru, she and a couple of 
friends had impulsively purchased an 

old barge at a dockside auction in Brooklyn for $160, 
with the vague idea of turning it into a houseboat. It 
was a definite fixer-upper. "The large cabin set in the 
middle of the scow was larger than a Park Avenue 
drawing room. That's where the resemblance ended," 
Bennett would later write of the barge. "This room was 
dark and grimy, dripping with oil and bristling with 
pi pes. Open smoke slots gaped in the roof, ragged holes 
yawned in the floor." 

The young women enlisted help from museum 
staff and other acquaintances, and after long hours of 
cleaning, patching, and painting, they were able to sail 

it from Brooklyn to a dock in Manhasset Bay, Long Island, where 
The Barnacle, as they dubbed the boat, became the summer home 
for the three friends for the next two years. Sold to the Ladies, Ben
nett's account of the purchase, restoration, and subsequent adven
tures of The Barnacle, was published in New York in 1940 and did 
moderately well. Dorothy Bennett, still not quite 30 years old, was 
already on to her next project-and back to her home state. 

"I severed my connections with natural history to move into the 
field of publishing, going to the University of Minnesota Press," 
Bennett would later relate in her oral history. "My job there, 
strangely enough, was sales and promotion, and I was fortunate 
enough to be there at the time when The Doctors Mayo was pub
lished, which we had a marvelous success with, and that Jed to 
someone offering me a job in New York." 

After three years back in Minneapolis, Bennett returned to 
Manhattan "with considerable regrets because [she] had gained 
a deep impression of the importance of university presses to our 

Below right: The barge was barn red and 
soot black and bought at auction for $160. 

Left: Dorothy Bennett (pictured solo) 
and friends paint The Barnacle. 



academic life" while at the Univer
sity Press. But she had succumbed 
to a calling in publishing, and "the 
wider field lay on the East Coast." 

In New York, she met up with a 
Frenchman named George Duplaix 
who was interested in publishing 
low-cost children's books using a 
newly invented coloring technique. 
In 1942, Duplaixjoined with a writer 
and educator named Lucy Sprague 
Mitchell and an editor, Lucille 
Ogle, and took the idea to Simon 
Schuster, which published the first 
dozen books and sold them for just 
25 cents apiece. The Little Golden 
Books series was an instant success 
and continued to grow after Bennett 
joined the group in 1943. Bennett 
was asked to do a book for young 
readers on the natural sciences, and 
in 1944 she created A Golden Alma
nac, which described the changes in 
seasons for children. 

Bennett would soon become 
instrumental in producing a range 
of Golden and Little Golden books, 
from popular titles by authors like 
Margaret Wise Brown to the Golden 
Nature series and Golden Regional 
Guides. Bennett and Ogle eventually 
shared most of the day-to-day edit
ing operations at Golden Books, and 
Betmett herself authored The Golden 
Book Encyclopedia in 1955. 

The Golden and Little Golden 
series of books revolutionized chil-

Top: The Barnacle 
afloat on 
Manhasset Bay 

Bottom: Bennett 
plays the harmonica 
accompanied by 
accordion and flute. 

dren's book titles and publishing. From the original 12 titles for
ward (among the originals were classics like Pat the Bunny, The 
Little Red Hen, and The Shy Little Kitten), the books flew off the 
shelves. In Bennett's words, it was a program that gave "opportu
nity for children everywhere to have books, not just in this coun-

try but all over the world." While librarians 
initially balked at the idea that a book with 
cardboard covers could be lasting and worth
while-"even though it did have a beautiful 
picture on it, and sold for 25 cents"-it didn't 
take long for people "to besiege the libraries 
for those books." And according to Bennett, 
"they'd get at least 28 reads, which is more 
than they got from their hardbound books." 

From her arrival at Golden Books, Bennett 
sometimes squabbled with others at the com
pany over the quality of the books. According 
to one historian of the Golden Books series, 
Bennett "took the art for art's sake" side of 
things, while other editors, most notably 
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Ogle, were more pragmatic about 
accepting titles that were more 
popular than artistic. In the early 
1950s, Bennett decided it was time 
to move on and planned to further 
her education first at the American 
University in Beirut and then at the 
University of London, where she 
began to focus on archaeology and 
ethnology. 

University of California-Berke
ley professor of anthropology David 
Mandelbaum, a colleague from her 
days at the University of Minne
sota, had suggested to Bennett that 
she go to London for her studies. It 
was through this connection that 
Bennett found her next career. Two 
years after she began her work over
seas, the University of California 
offered her a post organizing a new 
ethnological and anthropological 
museum that was being planned on 
the campus at Berkeley. More than 
half a million items (150 truckloads) 
needed review and preparation for 
the coming opening. 

Berkeley would turn out to be 
the last stop in Bennett's profes
sional career. She would continue 
to work for many years as the senior 
anthropologist at the Lowie Muse

um of Anthropology (now called the Phoebe A. Hearst Museum 
of Antrhopology), helping to develop innovative, educational 
programs, including Epoch, a cross-cultural, multidisciplinary 
exhibit. Epoch presaged modern anthropological and ethno
graphic exhibits in its emphasis on cultural diversity and the need, 
in Bennett's words, "to be aware not only of the peoples of the 
world ... but something about their past and their present. Out of 
this we should be able to also sometimes visualize what could be 
in the future for all of us." 

The University of Minnesota presented Dorothy Bennett with 
an Outstanding Achievement Award in 1954-the same year she 
experienced yet another eclipse, "flying in a plane in order to make 
the shadow experience last longer," she described in her oral his
tory to the Society ofWomen Geographers. Two weeks after that 
1994 conversation, Bennett moved to Taos, New Mexico, with 
her longtime friend Rosamund Gardner. She died there in 1999 
at the age of 89. 

Bennett's legacy of! earning lives on, including through a small 
bequest to support teaching opportunities for doctoral students 
at the University of Minnesota, where she fondly recalled she had 
"sampled the generous feast that was offered to me." • 

Tim Brady is a St. Paul-based freelance writer and author of the 
recently published book Twelve Desperate Miles: The Epic WWII 

Voyage of the SS Contessa. 
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Gopher Sports 

Ice Scream 

T 
he Gopher women's hockey team unseated defending national 
champion Wisconsin 4-2 on March 18 to claim its first nat ional 
crown since 2005. Gopher goaltender Noora Raty was named the 
NCAA tournament's Most Outstanding Player, and teammates 
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Amanda Kessel, Sarah Erickson, and Megan Bozek joined her 
on the All-Tournament team. The Gophers finished the season 
34-5-2. In this photo, Kelly Terry exults with teammates on the 
ice after the final horn. To her left is Rachael Bona. 

No Halfway with This Nelson 

Gopher sophomore heavyweight Tony Nelson scored 
a takedown to break a tie with 10 seconds remaining 
and win the national t itle against Zach Rey of Lehigh 
University in St. Louis on March 17. Nelson was 
the only Gopher to win top honors, but Minnesota 
crowned seven All-Americans, the most of any school 
in the tournament, finishing second to defending 
champion Penn State in the team standings. 

Three of Five Not Bad 

The Golden Gopher men's hockey team ran out 
of magic in the NCAA semifinal, losing 6-1 to 
eventual national champion Boston College on 
April 5. The WCHA champion Gophers finished 
the season 28-14-l. Coach Don Lucia praised his 
players for their strong season. "There's about five 
great things you can do in a season and that's win 
your league, win your playoff, get in the NCAAs, 
get to the Frozen Four, and win a national title
and you know what, we did three of them." 



A First for Women 

In 1974 the 
fledgling women's 
intercollegiate 
athletics program 
at the University 
of Minnesota had 
230 athletes and 
six coaches for nine 
sports: swimming, 
volleyball, track, 
gymnastics, golf, field 
hockey, basketball, 

tennis, and softball. According to the 
October 1974 Alumni News, a meager 
budget made it necessary for female 
athletes to pay for their own uniforms 
and travel expenses. Nonetheless, the 
program achieved an important first that 
season, when swimmer Terry Ganley (B.S. 
'77) won the 50-yard backstroke at the 
Women's Intercollegiate Athletics National 
Championship, becoming the first Gopher 
woman to earn All-America honors in any 
sport. 

Ganley, now Terry Nieszner, is still 
making waves at the U as head coach of the 
women's swimming and diving team. 
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Teague Named Athletics Director 

President Eric Kaler introduced Norwood Teague as the 
new athletics director at the University of Minnesota on 
April23. He will succeed Joel Maturi, who will step down 
June30. 

Teague has been athletics director at Virginia Com
monwealth University since July 2006. He graduated 
from the University of North Carolina in 1988 with a 
degree in political science, and earned a master's degree 
in sports administration from Ohio University. 

At his introductory press conference, Teague, 46, 
talked about visiting the Twin Cities during a weekend 
in April, before he even interviewed for the job. "I walked 
around campus for two days, asked questions all over 

town about Minnesota athletics and where we're going, and it gave me a great feel 
for this place. I got a good idea that! belong here;' he said. "I have detected a burning 
desire from Gopher fans for improvement in our athletic programs and to win all the 
time. The sky is the limit." 

Teague said developing facilities will be a top priority for him. He plans to spend 
his first several months on the job evaluating needs with the goal of developing a 
master facility plan in the next year. 

r To listen to an interview with Norwood Teague, listen to the May 4 
Gopher Sports Update at gophersports.minnesotabroadcasters.com. 
The show includes conversations with football coach Jerry Kill 
and baseball coach John Anderson. 
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Unearthing Memories 

M ark Anthony Rolo (B.S. '91) had no intention of writing 
about his mother. For over three decades after her death, 
it hurt too much even to remember her. He was only a 

boy when she died, giving him just 10 short years to know her. And 
he was reluctant to dredge up his family's dysfunctional history, 
which would need to play a part in telling her story. But in 2009, 
after an epiphany gave him new perspective on his loss, he found 
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himself reconstructing his memories 
of the woman who raised him and his 
six siblings while coping with poverty, 
an alcoholic husband, and the isolation 
of life on a northern Minnesota farm. 
The result is My Mother Is Now Earth, 
a memoir that focuses exclusively on 
the last three years of Corrine Rolo's 
life-from the spring of 1971, when her 
husband uprooted the family from their 
home in Milwaukee, through the fall of 
1973, when she died at the age of 46. 

Knowing from the beginning that 
the story will end in her death casts 
a dark shadow over an already bleak 
picture of family life in Big Falls, Min
nesota. Though the children manage 
to keep themselves entertained, relish
ing shared comic books and making a 
few friends, their mother's profound 
loneliness and depression are clear 
to Mark Anthony even at the tender 
age of 8. Trapped in a broken marriage 
and living far from the Ojibwe com
munity where she grew up, Corrine 
spends hours writing and rewriting 
letters to her sisters and looking long
ingly through the farmhouse's kitchen 
window. 

Her Ojibwe heritage continually sur
faces in daily life, but only as a ghost. 
She insists on traditional medicine, for 
example, distrusting modern doctors, 
yet doesn't pass on the culture to her 
children. When Mark Anthony's older 
brother tells him about Bury My Heart at 
Wounded Knee, the historic book on the 
injustices suffered by Native Americans, 
he is resistant: "I've never heard of that 
book, but I know I wouldn't want to read 
it because of that word 'wounded.' It 
makes me feel bad about how hard it is 
for my mother, makes me feel ashamed 
about living poor like we are, how we 
have to put up with a drunk white 
father." But when he hears about the 
Lakota women and children massacred 

------ · · · ·- · -- ·- · ·-- · · ·- at Wounded Knee, he begins to under-
stand the importance of Native American history. He vows never 
to play cowboys and Indians again. 

The lack of cultural teachings aside, Corrine does her best to 
keep the crumbling family united. A devoted mother who once 
ran into a burning house to rescue her children-leaving her with 
distinctive, snake-like scars, a lifelong source of both shame and 
pride-she makes the most of what she has and conducts herself 



with "more dignity than despair," as 
Mark Anthony writes in the afterword. 
Glimpses of her resolve and intelli
gence reinforce the sense that her 
potential has been stifled, but those 
qualities are also a light in the storm. 

My Mother Is Now Earth is a beauti
ful, if tragic, portrait of a tumultuous 
time in the lives of its author and his 
mother. Mark Anthony writes convinc
ingly as his boyhood self, forced to deal 
with very adult situations at a young 
age, and deftly weaves in a number of 
details (such as copies ofletters) that 
he gathered later in life. The book is 
a love song to Corrine, not only as his 
mother, but as an Ojibwe woman who 
responded to hardship with ferocity 
and grace. 

Now residing in California, Rolo is a 
journalist, novelist, and playwright. He 
is a member of the Bad River Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa and the for
mer editor of the Minneapolis monthly 
newspaper The Circle. 

-Madeleine Vasaly 
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Left Wanting to Know More 

A nyone who has attended a powwow has likely seen a "traditional 
Indian fry bread taco" booth. But none of those terms "have any 

business even being in the same sentence," writes Ojibwe scholar 
Anton Treuer (M.A. '94, Ph.D. '97) in Everything You Wanted to Know 
about Indians but Were Afraid to Ask. Treuer, a professor at Bemidji 

Everything 
You Wanted 
to Know 

~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:::::::::::~ about Indians 
; butWere 

Afraid to Ask 
Anton Treuer 
(M.A. '94, Ph.D. 
'97) 
Borealis Books, 
2012 

State University, explains that fry bread was created 
by resourceful Indians subsisting on government 
rations of flour and lard. Calling fry bread "tradi
tional" is a misnomer, he says-and harmful, given 
that this racial group has the highest diabetes rate 
in the world. 

In 180 pages, Treuer provides plainspoken 
answers to more than 120 questions-about gam
ing, long hair, poverty, Leonard Peltier, mascots, 
tribal attitudes about homosexuality, Indian cars, 
boarding schools, and more-that he's been asked 
during his lectures and presentations. He address

es them with the hope that his insights will help advance under
standing of Indians for all people. 

He also offers an important disclaimer. "Just as no white person 
can speak for all white people," he writes in the introduction, "I 
cannot speak for all Indians." Treuer adds that his book might not 
be everything one wants to know and that he hopes readers will seek 
out more opinions from native people. -Shelly Fling 
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The Gopher Crossword 

A Puzzle to Gopher 
By George Barany and Deane Morrison 

ACROSS 29 Voucher at the 
Farming symbol on Campus Club, e.g. 
66-Across 30 Arts symbol on 

5 With g-Across, 66-Across 
current leader of 31 With 65-Across, 
37-Across colors at 37-Across 

9 Sees-Across 34 Type of dance or 
14 Ready to eat hoop 

15 Prefix with graphic 35 "Help!" 

16 Honeycrisp, e.g. 36 Lacking width and 

17 Seine sights 
depth, briefly 

Blueprint 
37 www._ .edu, 

18 web address 
19 Divine name in for prestigious 

showbiz institution that 
20 Vintage physical inspires this puzzle, 

sciences symbol on and was called "one 
66-Across of the glories of this 

23 Hi-_ graphics 
state" by alumnus 
Garrison Keillor 

24 It may be kicked 
38 Tiny technology type 

down the road, in which 37-Across is 
metaphorically tops 

25 To Kill a Mockingbird 
39 CD-_ 

theme 

40 Descartes' "therefore" 

42 Conference for 
37-Across 

44 Rallying cry for 
37-Across 

46 Dog beloved on hlm 
and in crossword 
puzzles 

47 Devours whole 

48 Somme sight 

49 Trigonometry abbr. 

52 Symbolofwisdom 
in 66-Across, 
resembling this 
Arabian Nights oil 
burner 

56 Its queen famously 
visited Solomon 

59 Funny Foxx 

60 Henry VIII's second 
or fourth 

61 Biblical word of 
admonition 

62 Bacchanalian cry 

63 Water may be 
brought to one 

64 Numberof 
touchdowns 
37-Across scored in 
winning the 1962 
Rose Bowl 

65 See 31-Across 

66 Logo for the 
governing board 
of 37-Across, and 
setting for four 
answers in this puzzle 

DOWN 

Rap sheet item 

2 De Gaulle's 
birthplace 

3 Pieces by Gail Collins 
or Tom Friedman 

4 Bank for artists at 
37-Across? 

5 Clarify 

6 Soften 

7 Some nest eggs, for 
short 

8 Grams per liter, e.g.: 
abbr. 

9 Capital of Uganda 

10 Individually 

11 Records that may be 
broken 

12 High rollers? 

13 Sleep stage, briefly 

21 Nymph spurned by 
Narcissus 

22 Type of exam in 
37-Across dental 
school or speech 
class? 

26 "He really wasn't 
where __ " (2 words; 
see 27-Down) 

27 "Like a Rolling 
__ "(Dylan song 
with partial lyric in 
26-Down) 

28 Its decay is studied at 
37-Across 

29 New England 
seafood staple 

30 Lowest form of wit, 
some say 

31 Horace T. __ , 
namesake of 
teaching award at 
37-Across 

32 Northern Twin Cities 
suburb billed as the 
"Halloween Capital 
of the World" 

33 Pay 

34 Wellness grp. 

37 Word of disgust 

38 Vietnamese 
presidential name 
that anagrams into a 
yuletide quaff 

40 Try to be like 

41 _ Nui (Easter 
Island) 

42 Circumscribed 

43 Suffix with social 

45 In working condition 

46 Small-screen 
heartthrob 

49 Vessel for Voyageurs 
vacationer 

so vincit amor 

51 Give someone a 
break 

53 Bottom-of-the-barrel 
bit 

54 "Q: Are We Not Men? 
A: We Are_!" (hit 
1978album) 

ss They are used 
for teaching and 
research at 37-Across 

56 Retired boomer? 

57 Garrulous graduate 
of 37-Across who was 
LBJ'sveep 

58 Ring holder .. . or 
receiver 

George Barany, a 
professor of chemistry 
at the University of 
Minnesota, has written 
collaborative puzzles 
for the New York Times 
and other media. Deane 
Morrison is an editor 
and science writer in 
the Office of University 
Relations. 

!§> Answers to the Gopher Crossword appear on page 54. To solve this puzzle online, go to www.MinnesotaAlumni.org/crossword_summer12. 
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WATERWAYS OF 
HOLLAND AND BELGIUM 
Visit the Netherlands at the peak of the colorful 

tulip season. Cruise from Amsterdam to Arnhem, 
Dordrecht. Middelburg, Rotterdam, Antwerp, Ghent, 

Bruges, the windmills at Kinderdijk, the Delta Works. 
Volendam, and Edam. Guided tours of the prestigious 

Rijksmuseum and the Kroller-Muller Museum are featured. 
April 22-30; from $2,895 plus airfare. 

EUROPEAN COASTAL CIVILIZATIONS 
A seven-night cruise from Lisbon to Honfleur with port calls along the coasts of 
Portugal, Spain, England. and France. Visit three exceptional UNESCO World Heritage 
sites. Bilbao's Guggenheim Museum. the charming French Isles. the pilgrimage site 
of Santiago de Compostela, and much more. April 24-May 2; from $3,895 
plus airfare. 

CIVIL WAR AND SOUTHERN CULTURE 
ABOARD THE AMERICAN QUEEN 
Cruise for seven nights aboard the only authentic overnight paddlewheel 
steamboat cruising America's rivers. Follow the footprints of the boys in blue and 
gray along the Mississippi from Memphis, Tennessee. to New Orleans. Louisiana, 
visiting fascinating river towns and cities and enjoying the expertise of the resident 
"riverlorian" all along the way. April 26-May 5; from 
$2,095 plus airfare. 

ITALIAN INSPIRATION-OCEANIA CRUISES 
Let centuries-old European towns and villages inspire you aboard the glorious 
Oceania Cruises Riviera. World-renowned sites in Italy, Greece. and Croatia include 
Capri and Taormina; the Greek wonderlands of Zakynthos and Corfu; and the 
amazing walled city of Dubrovnik. Optional extended stay in Venice. the magical city 
of canals and bridges. April 27-May 5; from $1,799 including airfare. 

MEDITERRANEAN AND GREEK ISLES-OCEANIA CRUISES 
Experience some of the most adored cities and 
islands of the eastern Mediterranean aboard 
Oceania Cruises' newest vessel, 
Riviera. This journey takes you 
from Venice to wondrous ports of 
call including Koper. Slovenia; 
Dubrovnik. Croatia; Kotor, 
Montenegro; the Greek Isles; and 
Ephesus. Turkey. May 4-15; 
from $3,499 
including airfare. 

CELTIC LANDS 
Guest speakers include David Eisenhower. an esteemed political scientist and 
American historian and grandson of President Dwight D. Eisenhower. and Celia 
Sandys, an author and granddaughter of Sir Winston Churchill. This eight-night 
cruise from Honfleur. France. to Edinburgh, Scotland, aboard the exclusively 
chartered M.S. Li1ustral features port calls at Caen (Normandy Beaches). Dublin, 
Holyhead, Isle of lona, Tobermory, Portree, and Kirkwal l. May 9-18; from $5,395 
plus airfare. 

MEDITERRANEAN GRANDEUR-OCEANIA CRUISES 
Mediterranean treasures abound as you sail aboard Oceania Cruises' elegant 
Nautica to Italy, France, and Monaco. Discover the Italian cities of Sorrento. Amalfi. 
Positano. Florence, Pisa, and Ajaccio, then the glamorous Riviera ports of Marseille. 
St. Tropez, Cannes, and Monte Carlo, each distinct destination a priceless treasure. 
May 19-30; from $3,499 including airfare. 

DISCOVER SWITZERLAND 
Against the incredible backdrop of the majestic Alps, traverse along scenic 
mountain trails and verdant pastures. Explore quaint villages and cruise the 
crystal waters of Switzerland's lakes. Travel to Zermatt and witness the imposing 
Matterhorn, trek through Rosenlaui Gorge and visit stunning Reichenbach Falls. tour 
the medieval Chateau de Chillon in Montreux. and journey by railway to the Italian 
towns of Domodossola and lakeside Locarno. June 19-July 4; $3,695 
plus airfare. 

COASTAL LIFE: CRUISING THE ADRIATIC SEA 
Explore the Adriatic Sea's Dalmatian Coast aboard the exclusively chartered 
M.S. Li1ustral on this seven-night cruise featuring General Wesley Clark, NATO's 
Supreme All ied Commander Europe (1997-2000). Visit Sibenik, Split, Korcula. Kotor, 
Dubrovnik. Mostar or Medjugorje, Pula and Rovinj. Enjoy specially arranged lectures. 
an exclusive forum with local residents. and a fo lk music performance. Two-night 
Venice pre-cruise option available. June 20-28; from $3,795 plus airfare. 

CHANGING TIDES OF HISTORY: BALTIC SEA 
A rare opportunity to meet Mikhail Gorbachev, president of the former Soviet 
Union, and Lech Walesa, leader of Poland's Solidarity Movement. This unique 
nine-night cruise from Copenhagen to Stockholm visits six countries bordering the 
Baltic. Included shore excursions to Helsinki, St. Petersburg (including a specially 
arranged, early-opening entry to the world-
renowned State Hermitage Museum), Tallinn, 
Riga, Gdansk, Copenhagen and Oslo. 
Two-night Stockholm pre-program 
option and three-night Norway 
post-program option available. 
June 21-July 2; $7,795 
plus airfare. 



BALTIC TREASURES- OCEANIA CRUISES 
The best of Northern Europe is discovered on this voyage aboard Oceania Cruises' 
luxurious Marina. See onion-domed cathedrals, Baroque palaces, medieval towns, 
and stunning harbors as you take in Stockholm, Helsinki, St. Petersburg, Tallinn, 
Gdansk, and Berlin. June 24-July 5; from $3,999 including airfare. 

ON SAFARI IN BOTSWANA, ZAMBIA, AND VICTORIA FALLS 
An incredible 12-night exploration of Johannesburg, Victoria Falls, Chobe National 
Park (which boasts one of the largest concentrations of game in all of Africa, 
including the world's largest elephant population), and Lower Zambezi National 
Park, one of the last stretches of pristine wilderness in all of Africa. This trip 
features extensive opportunities to see hippos, crocodiles, buffalo, elephants, 
zebras, lions, giraffes, impalas, wildebeests. leopards, antelopes, kudu, warthogs, 
and 450 species of birds. June 30-July 14; $7,895 including airfare. 

ALASKAN FRONTIERS AND GLACIERS 
Embrace Alaska's rugged beauty while cruising on the elegant Oceania Cruises' 
Regatta. From Seattle, sail the Inside Passage to the magnificent Hubbard Glacier, 
stopping in the charming Alaskan ports of Ketchikan, Juneau, Icy Strait Point, Sitka, 
and Wrangell, with a visit to lovely Victoria, British Columbia. 
July 12-22; from $2,999 including airfare. 

SCANDINAVIAN ODYSSEY 
A 15-night exploration of Copenhagen, Lofthus, Bergen, Geiranger, Peer Gynt Vegen, 
Oslo, Tallberg, and Stockholm. Along the way, enjoy Tivoli Gardens, Rosen borg 
Palace, Christianborg Palace, Hardanger Fjord, the Flam and Bergen railways, 
Trolhaugen, a cruise on legendary Geiranger and its waterfalls, Lillehammer's 
Olympic sites, the Royal Palace and the Viking Ship Museum in Oslo, and much 
more. July 16-August 1; $6,495 including airfare. 

ICELAND TO GREENLAND IN THE WAKE OF THE VIKINGS 
Cruise the beautiful, rugged west coast of Greenland from Reykjavik, Iceland, 
to Kanelussuaq, with ports of call at Narsaq, Nuuk, Equi Glacier, and lllulissa. 
Experience this extreme land that is home to eight species of whales, two million 
seals, walruses, reindeer, and an amazing variety of seabirds. Two-night Northern 
Iceland pre-cruise option available. August 12-24; from $7,595 plus airfare. 

BRITISH ISLES AND NORWEGIAN FJORDS-OCEANIA CRUISES 
Explore the legacies of kings, queens, and Viking warriors aboard the elegant 
Oceania Cruises' Nautica. This cruise takes you to the British Isles and Norway, 
stopping in Edinburgh, lnvergordon, the Shetland Islands, Alesund, Geiranger, 
Hellesylt. Belfast. Dublin, Cork, and Portland. See captivating isles and fjords, 
castles, and coasts. August 14-27; from $4,999 including airfare. 

TASTE OF EUROPE-OCEANIA CRUISES 
Relax as the elegant. intimate Oceania Cruises' Nautica takes you to fabulous ports 
of call in France, Spain, and Portugal. Experience Saint-Malo, Pont-Aven, Bordeaux, 
Bilbao, La Corufia, Oporto, Lisbon, and Seville, places that define the flavor of 
Europe, past and present. August 26-Sept. 6; from $3,999 including airfare. 

CHINA, TIBET, AND THE YANGTZE RIVER 
This well-paced, small-group journey combines monumental Beijing, ancient Xian, 
Chengdu, Lhasa, Chongqing and a three-night cruise on the fabled Yangtze, and 
Shanghai, the "Paris of the East." Tiananmen Square, the Temple of Heaven, 
the Terra Cotta Warriors, the 1,000-room Potala Palace, and the immense 
Three Gorges Dam are just a few highlights. September 7-25; $5,795 
including airfare. 

GRAND DANUBE PASSAGE FEATURING PRAGUE AND SOFIA 
Discover enthralling scenery, natural wonders and unparalleled history along the 
winding course of the celebrated Danube. Experience eight countries and twelve 
cities and towns! Explore the rich culture of the Old Town of Prague, a UNESCO 
World Heritage site, and charming Sofia, Bulgaria's capital. Delight in cruising 
through the breathtaking Wachau Valley, the twisting Danube Bend and the 
amazing Iron Gate Gorge. September 15·30; from $4,395 plus airfare. 

ISLAND LIFE IN ANCIENT GREECE AND TURKEY 
Onboard the deluxe M.S. L'Austral, cruise from Istanbul to Athens with port 
calls at Canakkale (Troy) and Kusadasi (Ephesus), Turkey; and Patmos, 
Rhodes, Santorini, Delos, and Mykonos, Greece. Optional 
extensions in Istanbul, Cappadocia, and Athens are 
available. September 24-0ctober 2; 
from $3,595 plus airfare. 





The Plot Thickens In 1862 President Abraham Lincoln 

signed the Morrill Act, legislation that granted states 

land on which to establish public universities to serve 

the common good. Five years later the Minnesota State 

Legislature designated the UniversityofMinnesota the 

state's land grant institution. Then, as now, agriculture 

was at the heart of the U's public mission, and by the 

turn of the century development of crops was well under 

way. Pictured here is a student at the U's agricultural 

experiment station in 1901 examining hybridized flax. 
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Pictured clockwise: 

0 Left to right: Chris 
Polydoroff, University 
of Minnesota Deputy 
Chief of Staff Diana 
Harvey, and Director 
of University Relations 
Channing Riggs 

f) Members of the 
student ensemble Vocal 
U, left to right: Kelli 
Bohren, Elsa Lee, Erich 
Berg, Dominick Ormsby, 
and Peder Trelstad 

0 Undergraduate 
student body president 
Lizzy Shay 

0 David Wettergren 
and Gretchen Stein 
with Goldy 

0 Outgoing Alumni 
Association National 
Board chair Maureen 
Reed passed the gavel to 
new chair Kent Horsager. 

0 Mary DuBois, Jim 
DuBois, Rachel Meierant, 
and Paul Meierant 

0 Athletics Director 
Joel Maturi, Dani Esten, 
Lois Maturi, and Alumni 
Association President 
and CEO Phil Esten 
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Alumni Celebrate the U 
Alumni and friends of the University 
of Minnesota gathered in the 
Hall of Fame and DQ Club 
Room ofTCF Bank Stadium 
the evening of April23 for the 
Alumni Association's Annual 
Celebration. More than 400 
guests celebrated the University 
with presentations and musical 
selections from students and an 
address by President Eric Kaler. 
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National Board Chair 

Teachable Moments 

I 
am seriously envious of today's University of 
Minnesota students who get to take classes from 
professors like Kathryn Pearson and Serge Rudaz. 

These two facu lty members, along with 11 others, were 
recently recognized for their outstanding contributions 
at the Distinguished Teaching Awards ceremony. 

As I sat at the McNamara Center listening to the 
students' testimonials, my own experiences as a Uni
versity student in the 1970s came flooding back. The 
legendary Professor Karl is Kaufman is stood in front of 
our classroom in broad daylight and, using words alone, 
created the night sky with its pulsars and red giants and 
swirling gasses. On the other side ofNorthrop Mall, my 
modern European history professor described Arch
duke Ferdinand's assassination so vividly that it seemed 
the horrors ofWorld War I had just been unleashed. 

As a student in the Medical School, my first clinical 
neurology rotation with Dr. James Moriarty was like 
no other. We students followed him to the bedside of 
a patient with a stroke. We could make no sense of her Maureen Reed 

words, but Dr. Moriarty sat with tremendous patience. 
In time he turned to us and quietly said, "If you listen long enough, you can understand what 
someone is saying even if you can't understand the words." 

That lesson-that learning and understanding come through unexpected routes-has 
stuck with me all these years. Today's Distinguished Teaching Award recipients are giving 
today's students these same life lessons. 

The University has long recognized exceptional educators, and I was proud to have been 
on the Board of Regents in 1999 when then-president Mark Yudof and then-provost Bob 
Bruin inks established the Academy ofDistinguished Teachers. It was an important creation. 
We who are closely enmeshed with the University might feel that research and discovery 
are the ways that the University leaves its greatest mark. But for many alumni and many 
Minnesotans, the caliber of the teaching is the yardstick for impact. 

Speaking of impact, one of the highlights of my connection with the Alumni Association 
has been workingwith dynan1ic students and young alums, including former Minnesota Stu
dentAssociation (MSA) president Emma Olson (B.A. '09), Minnesota Marching Band drum 
major Aaron Marks (B.A. '11), doctoral student Jason Isaacson, and current MSA president 
Lizzy Shay. When I caught up with them at the Alumni Association's Annual Celebration, 
held at TCF Bank Stadium on April 20, the impact they are already making was evident in 
the stories they shared. 

They are not only the faces ofMinnesota's future, they're the future of our Alumni Associa
tion as well. In large part, my energy comes from people like them-the students and recent 
University grads. 

As I finish my year as board chair of the Alumni Association, I am invigorated by this 
connection between my own experiences as a student, the great teachers at the U today, 
and the students and young alums who carry the richness of their own U experiences out 
into the world. 

Turn the page to read more about the recipients of the Distinguished Teaching Awards. 
-Maureen Reed (B.A. '75, M.D. '79) 
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Honoring Outstanding Teachers 
On April23 the University ofMinnesotaAlunmi Association, the 
University's Office of Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and 

Provost, and the Senate Committee on Educational Policy presented 

the annual Distinguished Teaching Awards at the McNamara Alunmi 

Center. 
The Horace T. Morse-University of Minnesota Alumni 

Association Award recognizes excellence in contributing to 

student learning through teaching, research, and creative activities; 
advising; academic program development; and educational 

Morse-Alumni Award 
recipients 

Dennis Becker, 
associate professor, 
Department of Forest 
Resources, College of Food, 
Agricultural and Natural 
Resource Sciences (CFANS) 

"I have heard students say that 
it does not matter how well they 
do in a class because it is not 
the real world. I make no such 
distinction. The classroom is 
where they explore their values 
and gain a better understanding 
of the complexity of the world 
around them." 

Kathryn Pearson, 
associate professor, 
Department of Political Science, 
College of Liberal Arts (CLA) 

"I want to share political insight 
that goes much deeper than the 
latest sound bite, and as a female 
professor~ I want to serve as a role 
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model not just to my students, 
but to girls and women who may 
happen to catch my comments 
in the media and begin [to] 
think more seriously about 
politics, and especially about 
their potential role in a male
dominated arena." 

Steven Sternberg, 
associate professor, 
Department of 
Chemical Engineering, 
Swenson College 
of Science and Engineering, 
University of Minnesota, 
Duluth 

"It is tremendously challenging 
and rewarding to discover 
how to help students reach 
their intellectual potential. 
This merging of teaching and 
research, usually done on an 
informal and one-on-one basis, 
is the most interesting work 
I have ever done." 

leadership. The award represents the highest recognition by the 

University community of its distinguished scholar-teachers. 

The Award for Outstanding Contributions to Postbaccalaureate, 
Graduate, and Professional Education recognizes facu lty members 

for excellence in instruction; instructional program development; 

intellectual distinction; advising and mentoring; and involvement of 

students in research, scholarship, and professional development. 

This year's recipients explain what teaching means to them. 

Serge Rudaz, 
founding director of the 
University Honors Program 
and professor, School of 
Physics and Astronomy, 
College of Science and 
Engineering (CSE) 

"It is my job to exemplify and 
model for [students] what 
a scientist does and how to 
do it, in real time. Lectures 
are also performances, and 
require active participation and 
interaction-so, no Power Point!" 

Ulrike Tschirner, 
professor, Department 
of Bioproducts and 
Biosystems Engineering, 
CFANS 

"I enjoy working with each 
and every one of these 
students, irrespective of their 
background and aptitudes, and 
continue to stay in contact with 
students as much as possible 
after graduation:' 

The Award for 
Outstanding Contributions 
to Postbaccalaureate, 
Graduate, and Professional 
Education recipients 

Allen Goldman, 
regents professor, 
School of Physics and 
Astronomy, CSE 

"Success in research also 
requires focus and often very 
hard work. I try to motivate 
students to focus on their 
scientific goals and to work 
tirelessly:' 

Kim Johnson, 
professor, Department 
of Design, Housing, and 
Apparel , College of Design 

"Advising and mentoring 
students is the aspect of my job 
that brings me the most joy. To 
be a mentor is to provide the 



support and encouragement 
that students need to manage 
their own learning and to gain 
confidence in their abi lities." 

Bonnie LeRoy, 
associate professor, 
Department of Genetics, 
Cell Biology and 
Development, College 
of Biological Sciences 

"I feel as though I have been 
able to make a difference 
in the lives of my students, 
as well as play a role in the 
evolution of the genetic 
counseling profession. 
Through these experiences, 
patients and families have 
benefited." 

Timothy Lodge, 
Distinguished McKnight 
University Professor, 
Department of Chemistry 
and Department of 
Chemical Engineering and 
Materials Science, CSE 

"It is tremendously powerful 
for students to realize that 
they can actually grasp the 
fundamentals of the field, 
even at the level often seen 
in the research literature. 
... The 'aha' moment when 
a student first sees how to 
map an unfan1iliar problem 
onto one they already know 
how to solve is remarkably 
satisfying." 

www .Mi n nesotaAI u m n i .org 

Jennifer Pierce, 
professor, Department of 
American Studies, CLA 

"Part of my job is to demystify 
[the scholarly] process 
for graduate students and 
encourage them to imagine 
themselves as part of a 
larger national community 
of academics who work in 
similar areas. Working with 
my students ... demonstrates 
the vibrancy and possibility 
of a public and collaborative 
humanities at the University 
of Minnesota." 

David Power, 
associate professor, 
Department of Family 
Medicine and Community 
Health, Medical School 

"There is an art to practicing 
good primary care medicine 
that differs from hospital 
care, and there is an art to 
precepting a student in clinic. 
I enjoy trying to practice 
that art with each individual 
patient and with each 
student." 

Yoji Shimizu, 
professor, Department 
of Laboratory Medicine 
and Pathology, 
Medical School 

"I have directly involved 
trainees at various levels 
of career development in 
my research laboratory, 
[including] graduate students, 
postdoctoral trainees, 
undergraduate students, 
and high school students. 
... I have strived to create 
a laboratory environment 
that values collaboration, 
creativity, and passion for 
discovery." 

Traci Toomey, 
professor, Division 
of Epidemiology and 
Community Health, 
School of Public Health 

"I help students develop 
skills I wish I had gained 
in my own coursework. ... 
Although I hope my research 
will make a difference, I 
believe that training the 
future generations of public 
health specialists is where I 
will make a real improvement 
in the health of populations 
throughout the world." 

Keeping Dental 
Alumni Current 
University of Minnesota Alumni 
Association/School of Dentistry 

Alumni Society members are 
eligible to receive a 

1 Oo/o Discount 
for "lecture only'' courses offered 
through the School of Dentistry. 

Course listings are available online. 

Access our website at 
www.dentalce.umn.edu 
or call612-625-1418 

or 800-685-1418 to register 

ScHOOL OF DI:NTISTRY 
CONT!Nl"f;\1(; DENTAl. EDCCATIO:\ 
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Get the Real Dirt 

Soil plays a vital role in the ecosystem and is 
an important resource for sustaining life. But 
it is often taken for granted. Explore the mys
teries of dirt at the University of Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum exhibit,Dirt-0-Rama: 

Intriguing Tales from the Underground, run
ning June 2 through October 14. 

A mixture of fun and learning, Dirt-0-
Rama has something for all ages, and is free 
with Arboretum gate admission. Highlights 
include a whimsical and thought-provoking 
art display area, which features sculptures 
of a giant anthill and an earth com poster, as 

Clay artists 
Athena and 
Bill Steen 

well as three other winning designs of a juried art competition, each 
providing unique perspectives about soil. 

Additional programming for the exhibit includes a Compost Cor
ner to learn how to turn yard and organic kitchen waste into compost 

The Vampire! Comes to Life 

Ryan Colbert 

Cheer the heroes and boo the villains 
at the Minnesota Centennial Showboat 
performance of The Vampire! June 15 
through August 25. The directing duo 
of Peter Moore and Vern Sutton bring 
this haunting tale of true love and high 
adventure to the stage. Along with the 
Showboat's popular olios-musical 
interludes from the days of vaude
ville-audiences can expect howling 
windstorms, roll-
ing thunder, and 

that will help gardens flourish, and a Dirt Lab 
to learn how to cultivate healthy soil. 

Arboretum visitors will also have the 
opportunity to get their hands dirty at the 
Clayhouse projectJuly 14 through 31. Interna
tionally known clay artists and adobe builders 
Athena and Bill Steen will create the Clayhouse 
in front of the Learning Center using local clay, 
woods, and fibers. 

The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, the 
largest public garden in the Upper Midwest, 

is part of the University of Minnesota's College of Food, Agricultural 
and Natural Resource Sciences. Several annual membership levels are 
available, beginning at $45. University ofMinnesotaAlumni Associa
tion members receive a $5 discount on any standard level of member
ship. Learn more at www.MinnesotaAlumni.org/ arboretum. 

-Shannon Edholm 

a melodrama it's important to view how your character serves the 
story as a whole. I try to embrace that and not get stuck in whether 
the character is a good or bad character:' Colbert says. 

The Vampire! will be presented Tuesday through Saturday eve
nings at 8 p.m., with matinees on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 
at 2:30 p.m. The Showboat is docked on Harriet Island across from 
downtown St. Paul. For more information or to reserve tickets visit 
www.MinnesotaAlumni.org/Utheatre or call Padelford Riverboats at 
651-227-1100. Please request the Alumni Association reception event. 

-Jennifer Benson 

as the chilling 
Lord Ruthven in 
The Vampire! 

ghostly appari
tions. "This thriller has 
spectacle, gods and god
desses, shipwrecks, and 

Don't be a Lapser 
Answers to The Gopher Crossword on page 44 

Scottish vampires:• says Moore. 
Following the performances on Tuesday, 

June 26, and Friday, July 13, University of Min
nesota Alumni Association members and their 
guests are invited to an exclusive dessert recep
tion with the Showboat players. Tickets are $27. 

Composed of students in the University of 
Minnesota's actor training progran1s, the cast 
gains unique professional experience on the 
Showboat stage. Sophomore Ryan Colbert, who 
portrays the villainous Lord Ruthven, played the 
hero in last summer's Showboat production. "In 

Renew your membership in the 
Alumni Association now to ensure 
that your dues continue to benefit 
you and the University community. 
Receive Minnesota magazine and 
other benefits uninterrupted, 
including discounts on selected 
campus events. Your membership 
also supports the Distinguished 
Teaching Awards and student
alumni mentoring. Renew at www. 
MinnesotaA/umni.org/join 
or call612-624-9658. 
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The Alumni ..:::..1 
HomeSavings 

Program 

Sample Rebates· 
Home Sale Rebate to Donation 

Price Participant to School 

$100,000 $450 $150 
$200,000 $900 $300 
$300,000 $1,350 $450 
$400,000 $1,800 $600 
$500,000 $2,250 $750 

*Participants must register for the program before 
they start working with a Real Estate professional. 

Take advantage of historically low interest rates and experience all the benefits of 

working with a leading national lender and top local real estate professionals. You 

can get cash back, great savings and personal service while helping the University 

of Minnesota Alumni Association build a brighter future for the U of M. Visit us at 

www.AiumniHomeSavings.com/UMAA or call 800.371.6574 or 763.494.4425. 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ' 

Primel.ending~ 
A P\alnsCapltal Company 

www.AiumniHomeSavings.com/UMAA 
call 800.371.6574 or 763.494.4425 email UMAA@AiumniHomeSavings.com 

The Alumni Association receives financial support for allowing the Alumni Home Savings Program to offer this program. 0 2012 Primelending, A PlainsCapital Company. Trade/service marks are the propertyofPiainsCapital Corporation, PlainsCapital 
Bank, or the1r respect1ve affiliates and/or subsidiaries. Some products may not be available in all states. This is not a commitment to lend. Restrictions apply. All rights reserved. Primelending. A PlainsCapital Company (NMLS no: 13649) is a 
wholly-owned subSidiary of a state-chartered bank and IS an mmpt lender in the following states: AK, AR, CO, DE, fl, GA, HI, 10, lA, KS, KY. LA, MN, MS, MD, MT, NE. NV, NY, NC, OH, OK, OR, PA, SC. SO, TN, TX, UT, VA, WV, WI, WY.licensed by: Al State 
Banking Dept.w consumer credit lie no. MC21004; AZ Dept. offinanciallnstirutionsmortgage banker lie no. BK 0907334; licensed by the Department ofCorporattons under the California Residential Mortgage lending Act-lender he no. 4130996; a 
Dept. of Banking-lender lie no. ML-13649; D.C. Dept. of Insurance, Securities and Banking- dual authority lie no. ML013649; IL Dept. offinancial and Professional Regulation-lender lie no. MB.6760635; IN Dept. offinanciallnstitutionsw sub lien lender 
lie no. 11169; ME Dept. of Professional & Financial Regulationw supervised lender lie no. SLM8285; MD Dept. of labor, licensing & Regulationw lender lie no. 11058; Massachusetts Division of Banking-lender & broker license nos. MC5404, MC5406, 
MCS414, MC5450, MC5405; Ml Dept. or labor & Economic Growth- broker/lender lie nos. FR 0010163 and SR 0012527; licensed by the New Hampshire Banking Department-lender lie no. 14553-MB; NJ Dept. or Banking and Insurance-lender lie no. 
0803658; NM Regulation and licensing Dept. Financial Institutions Olvtsionw lender license no. 01890; NO Dept. offinanclallnstitutions- money broker lie no. MB101786; Rl Division ofBanking-lender lie no. 20102678ll and broker lie no. 20102677LB; 
TX OCCC Reg.loan license-lie no. 7293; VT Dept. of Banking, Insurance, Securities and Health Care Administration- lender lie no. 6127 and broker lie no. 0964MB; WA Dept. of Financial Institutions-consumer lender lie no. 520-Cl-49075. 



College of Science and Engineering 
undergraduates experienced a degree of 
separation in Mariucci Arena when they became 
new alumni on May 4. The University of Minnesota 
awarded approximately 5,000 bachelor's degrees 
in commencement ceremonies this spring. 
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You have a perfectly healthy obsession 
with the Gophers. We can help. 

The University of Minnesota Alumni 
Association credit card, only from 
Bank of America. 
Show your pride and help support the Alumni 
Association with your purchases when you get 
the University of Minnesota Alumni Association 
credit card. 

To apply for the University of Minnesota 
Alumni Association credit card, 
visit www.minnesotaalumni .org. 

4000 
VALID 
THRU 

Bank of America • PLATINUM PLUS" 

9 123 

CHR IS L MART IN 

~~ Bank of America ~ 

For information about rates, fees, other costs and benefits associated with the use of this card, or to apply, visit the website listed above or write to P.O. Box 15020, Wilmington, DE 
19850. This credit card program is issued and administered by FIA Card Services, N.A. Visa is a registered trademark of Visa International Service Association, and is used by the 
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