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Editor's Note 

This Part Is Nonfiction 

T he waiter refilled my cup of jasmine tea and glanced at the stack of stories near 
my elbow. "Grading papers?" he asked. 

He must think I'm a T.A., I quickly deduced, reading essays for aU niver
sity of Minnesota professor's class. He must have heard me erupting in laughter and 
seen me wiping tears from my eyes in between bites of imperial chicken. 

I looked up at the man who had waited on me dozens 
of times before but with whom I'd never spoken other 
than about what I'd like to order and whether I needed 
change. He was in his early 20s, tal l and slim, and slightly 
disheveled. He had wide, observant eyes behind glasses 
that were so unhip they were hip. I noticed that when 
he handles something-picking up an empty rice bowl 
or setting down the bill and a fortune cookie-he does so 
gently, as if these objects have feelings. And he walks and 
talks softly, but also as if burdened with great troubles or 
too much knowledge. 

He reminded me of several English majors I've known. 
I explained that I was reading entries for a fiction 

Shelly Fling contest and then watched his eyes grow wider, as if he'd 
just found his long-lost tribe. I suddenly recalled that on 

other occasions when I'd come to lunch here he would pause or cock his head when 
setting the glass of ice water down on my table so as to glimpse the title of the book I 
had brought as company. I also remembered that catching his attention is typically 
nearly impossible, because when business is slow he retreats to a corner table in the 
dining room and gazes forlornly out the window at the parade of people so blissfully 
unaware of the problem of the human condition. 

Definitely an English major. 
The waiter wanted to know more about the fiction contest, who could enter and 

what the rules were and so on. He was aU graduate-in English lit, he explained-but 
didn't know what he was going to do next, thus the restaurant job. 

I'd been there, waiting tables after college, and was gratified to learn that not 
much had changed in the two decades since I'd shelved my Milton and Melville, that 
students still studied English lit in college even if doing so didn't always readily lead 
to employment with health benefits. 

As our fiction contest deadline approaches each year, I fear we might finally need to 
write an unhappy ending for our contest, killing it offbecause the entries have slowed 
to a trickle. I'd taken this trend as evidence that fewer alumni are pursuing the liter
ary arts. But every year-it's been nine now-we receive enough entries to field a real 
horse race. We read every word of every story and argue their themes and executions 
as if in a college workshop. After a battery of tests, a few are left intact and sent to an 
outside judge who further tests their endurance. We're pleased to present this year's 
winning story, "Kalispell," by John Jodzio (B.A. '99), beginning on page 20. 

While reading and critiquing dozens of fiction entries takes weeks, writing a win
ning story often takes years. Jodzio says the roots of"Kalispell" reach back nearly a 
decade, to an undergraduate class at the U. The best writers make the craft look effort
less. And the best fiction writers accomplish something more. They make a reader 
care about imaginary characters and their made-up conflicts. They cause a reader 
to lose herself in a crowded, clattery restaurant. They compel her to laugh out loud, 
flush with dread, and cry over loss. 

While we are able to choose just one winner, we applaud all of the fiction contest 
entrants who captivated us. • 

Shelly Fling may be reached at fling003@umn.edu. 



Sustainable design is an environmentally responsible way to help lower the carbon footprint 
of homes in the environment and the community. With increasing concerns regarding climate change, 
energy usage, indoor air quality and emissions, engaging an AlA Architect is critical. 

AlA Architects have solutions that can help you lower residential energy usage, use more environmentally 
sustainable materials, improve indoor air quality, and lower emissions. Working within your 
budget and designing with the environment in mind, AlA Architects walk the walk. 

AlA Architects walk the walk on sustainable design. 

Walk the Walk 
Architects leading the Sustainable £volutionsM 

AlA Minnesota 
A Society of The American Institute of Architects 

Join us and together we can walk 
towards a more sustainable future, visit 

www.aia-mn.org 

TEST SCORERSINEEDED! 

PROJECTS STARTING 
IN MARCH 

Use your college degree to work 
with Data Recognition Corporation, 

a national leader in educational 
testing. We are offering temporary 
FT day and PT evening positions 
scoring tests in various subjects. 

Minnetonka and Woodbury 
locations. 

II' $11.00 per hour plus bonus that 
can raise your wage to S 12.25/hr . 

II' Paid training, excellent work 
atmosphere 

II' Four year degree required 

To learn more about our company 
and attend one of our recruiting 

sessions, please see our website at 
www.datarecognitioncorp.com or 

call952-808-3817. 
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banking! 
• Socially Responsible Deposit Fund 

• First LEED Certified bank building in MN 

• Eco-friendly bank products 

Park Midway Bank 
THE LEADER IN IMPROVING OUR URBAN COMMUNITY 

2300 Como Avenue • 2171 University Avenue • Sr. Paul 

(651) 523-7800 
www.parkmidwaybank.com Member FDIC 
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DIGGINGLRT 
This letter is in response to the back-page 
article in the January-February 2008 Min
nesota magazine ("Do Light Rail Right"). 
The article was in favor of making the 
light-rail system tunnel. I could not agree 
more that we should not disturb the already 
challenging transportation systems on the 
roads. 

I love the Hiawatha light-railline, but I 
could never understand why it has to stop at 

red lights and disturb traffic. To me that was 
already a mistake by not going underground 
or above ground like in Chicago. 

I just want to offer my full encourage
ment to keep on fighting for a tunnel system 
through the University. I think having an 
LRT or subway system would be an amazing 
asset that few other schools in the country 
could match. 

Matt Otterstatter (B.A. '06) 
Lafayette, Indiana 

How can the U of M assist my business? 

Search Results 

Did you know that the University offers a wide variety of 

resources to the business community? Use the U as a 

resource for almost any business need. 

The Academic and Corporate Relations Center is available 

to connect you to University and general business 

resources through more than 450 worldwide networks. 

Find resources for technical, marketing, financial, business 

development, training needs, and much more. 

Search our resource database at www.business.umn.edu. 

Or contact Mike at frontdoor@umn.edu or 612.626.3438. 
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TUNNEL VISION? 
Margaret Carlson makes a number ofbase
less assertions in her column about light 
rail through the University. As a profes
sional transportation planner, graduate of 
the University, and member of the alumni 
association, I strongly object to using the 
forum of the alumni association magazine to 
make these baseless assertions that amount 
to propaganda. Has a traffic study been done 
that shows gridlock far beyond the campus? 
Is safety more of an issue with LRT than 
Washington Avenue's current function as a 
main artery through campus? Since when 
does the University delay classes due to 
traffic congestion? Where is the study that 
says that noise and vibration levels will be 
disruptive or even significantly different 
from today? 

Perhaps the alumni association should 
consider some alternative assertions. It is 
entirely inappropriate for a major traffic 
artery to run through the middle of cam
pus, which by definition is intended to be 
a pedestrian oriented environment. Con
verting Washington to a transit mall would 
significantly improve the pedestrian envi
ronment and reconnect the portions of the 
campus north and south of the avenue, mak
ing the University a more desirable place 
to go to school, work, or visit. LRT running 
on a transit mall through campus will make 
the University far more accessible to a much 
broader segment of the population, consis
tent with the mission ofboth the University 
and the alumni association. 

I expect the officers of the alumni asso
ciation to take a far more thoughtful, factual, 
and visionary approach to this significant 
issue facing the University. 

Richard Nau (B.S. '78) 
Plymouth, Minnesota 

Editor's Note: A Metropolitan Council study 
of how LRT will affect 48 intersections in 
2.9 square miles in and around campus may 
be viewed at www.centralcorridor.org. 

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS' IMPACT 
I am writing in reference to your article 
about illegal immigration ("Immigration 
Conflagration," November-December 
2007). I would like to know where the 
author of this article gets her firsthand 
information. Do you live where illegal immi
grants have an impact on your environment, 
your economic stability, your health and 
safety, or your freedom? I highly doubt you 
have any firsthand knowledge about the real 



problems illegal immigrants are creating in 
our country. 

Just mentioning a few of the freebies 
our tax dollars are paying for illegal immi
grants: free public education, giving us 
enlarged class sizes; wheelchairs and doc
tor appointments; printing everything in 
English and Spanish. In addition, they don't 
have legal driver licenses or insurance and 
they get away with it! All this makes our 
insurance, including car and health, more 
expensive. We pay more in taxes. They 
send the money they earn back to Mexico 
so it isn't benefiting our free nation. 

People from other countries who actu
ally have a job lined up and are married to 
an American are having trouble getting 
into our fine country. It takes many of them 
a year or more. They are doing it the legal 
way. Why should people from Mexico have 
special privilege? 

Suzanne Montabon (M.A. '78) 
Las Vegas 

A WITNESS TO HISTORY 
Enjoyed your story of Josephine Tilden, 
the botanist ("Of Algae and Acrimony," 
January-February 2008). I knew her in 
her latter years at her Golden Bough com
munity just east of Lake Wales, Florida, 
where I was writing for a newspaper. And, 
yes, she knew I was a University of Min
nesota graduate, and she did let me see the 
dresser drawers upon dresser drawers of 
her beloved dried seaweeds. Quite a lady! 

Mary Kay O'Hearn (B.A. '50) 
Minneapolis 

SPEAKOUTEARLYANDOFTEN 
The infrastructure of the University of 
Minnesota's academic facilities is literally 
crumbling around us. Soon we will reach a 
critical point beyond which we will never 
be able to catch up to our own projections 
of need, much less keep pace with other 
competing institutions. 

During the 2006 legislative session, 
Minnesota's governor and the state legis
lature slashed the University request for 
HEAPR (Higher Education Asset Pres
ervation and Replacement) funds from 
$80 million to $30 million. This year the 
University is requesting $100 million in 
HEAPR funds, but the governor's budget 
provides only $40 million. The University 
proposal is dead on arrival because the gov
ernor still has sufficient allies in the state 
senate to sustain a veto of any bonding 
bill that is substantially different than the 
bonding bill submitted by the governor. 

WW W . ALUMNI.UMN . EOU 

Even if everyone who attended the Leg
islative Briefing at the McNamara Alumni 
Center in January camps out at the state 
capitol until the end of the session, it will 
not produce a significant change in the 
bonding bill. Our legislative strategy is not 
working, and timing is at least part of the 
problem. We need to make a convincing 
case to the governor and to the legisla
tive leaders before the governor submits a 
budget for operating expenses or a bonding 
bill. University officials and advocates need 
to meet and correspond with the governor 
and the legislative leaders frequently in 
the months prior to the commencement 
of the session. 

We need to develop a comprehensive 
legislative strategy regarding our timing, 
our attitude, and our methods of present
ing information, among other factors. 
Perhaps all of this has been done, but our 
rather dismal results suggest that we need 
to try something different. 

Michael McNabb (B.A. '71, J.D. '74) 
Burnsville, Minnesota 

CONFESSIONS OF A FOOTBALL FAN 
I should like to relate a curious story about 
the 1940 football game that was noted in 
the 2007 September-October issue (''Who 
Was Bruce Smith?"). 

My memory of that game is excellent 
since my brother and I were in the student 
section that day, holding number 7 for Min
nesota and number 6 for Michigan in a 
$100 jackpot (sufficient to cover a year's 
tuition and books). The jackpot paid $10 
for the score at the end of each quarter and 
$60 for the final ($10 was due the manager 
of the jackpot). The score at the end of the 
first quarter was 0-0. However, at the end 
of the half, the score was 7-6. At the end 
of the third, 7-6. And the final, 7-6. Eighty 
dollars for my brother and me. 

When Minnesota and Bruce Smith eta! 
approached the goal line, we urged Michi
gan to "HOLD THAT LINE," and simi
larly when Michigan and Tommy Harmon 
approached the goal we urged Minnesota 
to "HOLD THAT LINE." Needless to say, 
fellow students danm near killed us in the 
former instance! 

John Doherty (B.L. '42, J.D. '4B) 
La Mesa, California 

To submit a letter, go to www.alumni.umn. 
edu/opinion or write to Letter to the Editor, 
Minnesota Magazine, McNamara Alumni 
Center, 200 Oak St. SE, Suite 200, Minneapolis, 
MN 55455. Guidelines are at the Web address 
above. 

,.. 
0 ,.. 
:r 
ft) 

~ -· ::s 
Q.. 
• 

M IN NESO TA 9 



-~~-~~~~~-~-~ - ~-~ - -~~~¥..~ .. ..... .... . Balckum, director of LAC. The tribal violence forced 
the University to consider canceling the spring pro

S
taff at the University of Minnesota's Learning 
Abroad Center (LAC) watched the harrowing 
images of violence coming out of Kenya with 

AFRICA gram and bringing the other students home. Ulti
mately, after receiving assurances from MSID staff 

more than passing interest. Hundreds of Kenyans 
were killed and thousands were injured and dis-
placed when the East Africa nation erupted in the 
wake of its disputed presidential election December 30. 

MSID has 
placed 
student 
interns in 
Kenya for 
20 years. 
This group is 
from 2000. 

Among those affected by the violence: seven stu
dent interns with the LAC-sponsored Minnesota 
Studies in International Development (MSID) 
who were spending the year in western Kenya, 
where the violence occurred. 

The program places students from a variety of 
degree programs with host families. They spend 
about six weeks in the classroom and then work 
on development projects, such as organizing sem
inars on sustainable agriculture, teaching youth 
about reproductive health issues, or working for 
a nonprofit's micro-credit program. In addition 
to the seven students already in the country, 28 
more were scheduled to travel to Kenya for the 
spring semester beginning January 21. 

"The violence is tragic for Kenya because 
it was such a shining star in Africa in terms of 
stability and unification among tribes," says AI 

- Kenya 
in Kenya and consultingwith the State Department, 
the LAC relocated six of the seven students already 
in Kenya into the central and eastern regions (one 

student returned to the United States) and delayed 
the start of spring semester 10 days, until a semblance 

of calm returned to the countryside. 
"[The students] were not happy about being moved and were 

adamant that they wanted to stay; ' says Balckum, adding that the 
students' determination to continue their internships despite 
the violence underscores the uniqueness of the program. "The 
whole idea of MSID is that it's in developing countries, and so 
difficult situations sometimes do come up. This is service learn
ing at its ultimate, and the students are very dedicated." 

"I would not trade this experience for anything. I am in Kenya 
during one of the most crucial moments in its history," says Kate 
Kessenich, a political science major from Appleton, Wisconsin, 
currently on internship in Kenya. "I know this experience will 
change me drastically and will open my eyes up to a world far 
beyond my own." 

Balckum says his staff continues to monitor the situation in 
Kenya, and has a plan in place in case circumstances warrant the 
evacuation of students. 

-Cynthia Scott 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

They get 
away with 
it because 
"virtually 
no one 
complains 
when a 
teacher does 
not teach 
evolution. 
There is 
not an 
outcry for, 
'Teach us 
evolution.'" 
- Randy Moore, 
a University of 
Minnesota biology 
professor, in a 
St. Petersburg 
Times article about 
many Florida 
schoolteachers not 
teaching evolution 
despite a state 
law requiring it. 
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M
emo to people who eat on campus: Stop treating your trash like garbage. 

Thanks to the Organic Composting Initiative by University Dining Services (UDS), 
some of the leftover food scraps, napkins, cardboard packaging, and other food waste 

accumulated at campus dining venues can now be tossed in bins marked "Organics Recycling'' 
instead of the garbage can. The eco-friendly waste is then taken to the St. Paul campus, where it 

joins leaves, weeds, manure, and other organic matter in the 
University's compost heaps. 

Seventy-eight tons of compostable material were collected 
at campus kitchen and dining facilities during fall 2007, the 
first semester of the initiative. That's a hefty amount of would
be trash, but UDS officials think they can do better. So, to help 
raise awareness of and participation in the program, UDS cre
ated the Green Team-University students stationed in dining 
halls during the lunch hour (identifiable by the unbleached, 
organic cotton T-shirts they're wearing, naturally) to help 
enlighten diners on what goes in the trash and what's com
postable. Straws, plates, parfait cups, and salad and beverage 
containers actually qualify for the compost bin because they're 
made of polylactic acid, a polymer derived entirely from corn 
resin. Called GreenWare, these items take about 45 days to 
break down in compost piles. 

UDS plans to implement additional biodegradable packag
ing as it becomes available. According to the Green Team, 
the notion that fast food can't be made more environmentally 
friendly is just plain rubbish. -C.S. 



Are Kids Reading Less Today? 
······ ·········· ······· ·· ··· ····· ······ ························ ·········· ········ ·· ····· ··· ··· ····· ··· ··· ······· ············· ···· ·········································· 

Reports of the demise of reading are greatly exaggerated, 
says University of Minnesota professor Deborah Dillon, 
one of the nation's foremost .reading education scholars 

who was recently awarded the Guy Bond Endowed Chair in 
Reading in the College of Education and Human Development. 
The proliferation of technology, Dillon says, doesn't mean people 
read less-just that they read in new ways. 

In other words, Dick and Jane aren't dead; they're just busy 
updating their Wikipedia ~ntry. 

With distractions like computers, video games, and iPods, is it 
tough to get kids to sit down with a good book? If you look at 
reading in a broader framework, kids are reading many different 
kinds of texts. We might find that they are reading more than 
ever, but it's not the traditional kind of reading where they go 
to the library and check out a book. They're reading Web sites 
and electronic books. They're listening to books on tape. If you 
broaden the notion of reading beyond just books that you carry 
around under your arm, you see a very different picture. 

But reading a book is different from reading a Web site, right? 
It is different, but one isn't necessarily better or worse than the 
other. A book requires perseverance, and it allows readers to get 
engaged with characters and see ideas carried through a plot. 
Reading through Web sites is what we would refer to as critical 
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reading. It's about sifting through things, analyzing and evaluat
ing information, and putting different pieces together. 

Are kids smart enough to figure out these critical reading skills 
on their own? In general, we don't teach critical reading skills 
with the same emphasis as we do other reading skills, and we're 
finding that the kids are not as savvy as we might think. For 
example, they do not necessarily know the credibility of certain 
sources; they tend to click the first link that pops up. Oftentimes, 
they'lljustgo to one site instead of going to several to do compar
ing and contrasting. We need to help them navigate. 

What does that mean for teachers who are trying to engage a new 
generation of readers? For many kids, reading is about sharing ideas 
through social sites like MySpace and You Tube. Reading is a social 
activity. Educators have to think about what kids are doing outside 
of school and what could we do in school that helps them learn how 
to be critical consumers of all of the electronic text that they read. 

So, is it goodbye, Hamlet, hello, ToBeOrNotToBe.com? Not 
exactly. We shouldn't abandon traditional materials, but the days 
of experiencing information only through a book are gone. It is 
too appealing, too available, and too interesting to use different 
media to understand and connect with ideas. That enriches what 
kids learn, and we should embrace that. -Erin Peterson 
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Discoveries 

No Hot Flashes, Either? 
······················ ··· ················· ········ ······· ···· ·· ···· ························· ·· ········ 

A 
team of researchers that includes a professor of ecology at the 
University of Minnesota has concluded that chimpanzees in the wild 
do not undergo menopause in the way that women do, despite the fact 

that reproduction tends to diminish at a similar ages in both species. The study 
draws on data from chimpanzees at several sites in Africa, including Gombe 
National Park, where renowned chimp researcher Jane Goodall began her 
work in 1960. The Gombe data is now stored at the University's Jane Goodall 
Institute's Center for Primate Studies. Researchers found that chimpanzee and 
human birth rates show similar patterns of decline after age 40, suggesting that 
the "biological clock" has been relatively conserved over the course of human 
evolution. However, in contrast to humans, healthy female chimpanzees 
maintain high birth rates late into life, but their fertility tends to drop along 
with their chances of surviving. The oldest chimp known to give birth in the 
wild is estimated to have been 55, and she began reproductive cycling again 
shortly before her death at age 63. Human menopause, on the other hand, is 
remarkable in that reproductive deterioration is markedly accelerated relative 
to the aging of the rest of the body, leaving an extended post -reproductive 
survival period for most women. 
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Cancer Genes in the Crosshairs 

A University of Minnesota cancer researcher has discovered how 
key genes cause breast and ovarian cancer cells to either multiply 
or die. The discovery opens the door to developing drugs that 
target these genes, giving women with breast or ovarian cancer 
a greater chance for long-term survival. Researchers have long 
known that certain proteins regulate genes that are essential for 
cancer cells to either proliferate or die. The new finding means 
that scientists now know which specific genes serve the dual 
functions of turning cancer cells on or off and how those functions 
operate in breast or ovarian cancers. 
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Greener Electronics 

A discovery by a multinational team, 
including a University of Minnesota 

scientist in the Department 
of Soil, Water, and 

Climate, could lead to 

more environmentally 
friendly manufacturing 
in the electronic device 

industry. The researchers 
found that the bacterium 

Shewanella has the unique ability to 
convert arsenate, an inorganic form of the 
natural ly occurring element arsenic, into 
arsenic sulfide nanotubes, tiny filaments 
that may find use in the optical, medical, 
and electronics industries. Shewanella and 
arsenate are found in soil and water, as is 
arsenic, which is found in rock and air as 
well. When Shewanella converts arsenate 

to arsenic sulfide, it leaves behind a yellow 
residue that researchers realized is a tangle 
of nanotubes that can be used to make 
fuel cells, batteries, and other components 

in the electronics industry. It's the first 
time that arsenic-sulfide nanotubes have 

been produced by biological rather than 
chemical means, and researchers believe 
the discovery could lead to the production 
of novel semiconductor devices that 
could not be made otherwise or in an 
environmentally friendly way. 

1111111111 



m 
Cl 
I 

Gender and Eating Disorders 

Teenage girls who frequently eat meals with their families 
appear less likely to use diet pills, laxatives, and other 
extreme measures to control their weight, but the same 
does not hold true for teenage boys, according to research 
at the University of Minnesota's School of Public Health. 
Researchers studied more than 2,500 adolescents at 31 
Minnesota schools over the course of five years. Girls who 
ate five or more meals with their families each week were 
significantly less likely to engage in disordered eating 
behaviors, while among adolescent boys, regular family 
meals did not predict lower levels of disordered eating 
behaviors over the five-year period. Researchers said the 
reasons for the gender differences are unclear. 

A Cure for Cyanide Poisoning 

Researchers at the University of Minnesota's Center for Drug Design and the Min
neapolis Veterans Affairs Medical Center have discovered a new, fast-acting antidote 
to cyanide poisoning. Cyanide is a rapid-acting toxin that prevents the body from 
using oxygen. Because cyanide occurs naturally in pitted fruits, some grasses, and 
other foods, the body has mechanisms to detoxify small amounts in the diet. The 
new antidote takes advantage of this natural detoxification process by providing the 
substance the body naturally uses to convert cyanide to the non-toxic compound 
thiocyanate. The antidote has the potential to save the lives of those exposed to the 
chemical, most likely firefighters and industrial workers. Current cyanide antidotes, 
which must be administered intravenously, work slowly and are ineffective when 
administered after a certain point. The new antidote is effective over a wider time 
window, works in less than three minutes, and can be taken orally. 

Flipping the Switch on T Cells 

People who suffer from autoimmune diseases 
such as rheumatoid arthritis could one day ben
efit from the discovery by University of Minne
sota researchers of a new way to turn off human 
T cells, an important cog in the body's immune 
system. Researchers used a novel approach that 
combines molecular biology and computational 
analysis to identify the sequence responsible for turning off the T cells. T cells are 
activated when the body has an infection, and once the infection is cleared, the cells 
need to turn off so the body can return to a stable condition. If they don't turn off, they 
can cause damage to the body. The research could lead to the development of new 
drugs that turn off the T cells in people with autoimmune diseases. 

Rural Driving Hazard 

More rural drivers than their urban counterparts dis
pense with seat belts and tend to think that drunk driving 
isn't all that dangerous, according to University of Min
nesota researchers who surveyed drivers in three urban 
and three rural Minnesota counties. In the survey, rural 
drivers more frequently admitted to driving while under 
the influence and to not using their seat belt every time 
they drive. Rural pickup drivers were the least likely to 
wear seat belts. Crash data in rural areas showing more 

crashes caused by drunk driving support these findings, prompting researchers to 
conclude that rural drivers are more likely to have fatal crashes due to their decreased 
perception of the importance of safe driving. The upside to the findings: Research
ers concluded that education about the importance of safe driving may help prevent 
crashes for these risk factors. 

-Edited by Cynthia Scott 
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A Bridge to Knowledge 

Civil engineering junior Rachel 
Gaulke showcased the 1!200th·scale 
model of the original Interstate· 
35W bridge she built for the 
National Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB). The NTSB contracted 
with the University of Minnesota 
to produce the model for use in its 
Investigation of the bridge's August 
1, 2007, rush·hour collapse, which 
killed 13 people and Injured dozens. 
Civil engineering professor Carol 
Shield said she selected Gaulke 
for the project because of her 
attention to detail and excitement 
about working on it. Gaulke 
estimates that she spent more 
than 100 hours over two months 
building the five·foot·long model. 

The University has bought a shopping center in Minneapolis 
for $1.25 million that will house the newly created Urban 
Research and Outreach/Engagement Center (UROC). 

The property, on Plymouth Avenue in north Minneapolis, will 
be renovated at an expected cost of $2.1 million, with occupancy 
tentatively scheduled for December of this year. Three years ago, 
as part oflaunching its Urban Agenda, the University identified 
north Minneapolis as an urban neighborhood with which it could 
partner to enhance the area's social and economic environment. 
The University Northside Partnership, which is part ofUROC, was 
created as a vehicle to convene University representatives, com
munity organizations and residents, and government officials with 
the goal of building healthier families and stronger communities 
in that area. The UROC will address issues related to education, 
economic development, employment, poverty, and health. 

The United States Department of Energy chose the Univer
sity of Minnesota to compete in the 2009 Solar Decathlon, an 
international competition focused on the design and construc
tion of energy-efficient, solar-powered houses. The Decathlon 
brings together student teams from only 20 universities across 
the United States, Europe, and Canada. Each team must build 
a house that generates enough energy from the sun to operate 
a household, a home-based business, and related transporta
tion needs. After initial fabrication and testing of the house in 
various University labs, the U ofM team hopes to build their 
house on campus in spring 2009 prior to its final disassembly 
and reconstruction in a solar village on the National Mall in 
Washington, D.C., in fall 2009. Students and faculty with the 
College of Design and the Institute of Technology will lead the 
University's effort. 

President Bob Bruininks became the first president of a Big 
Ten university to sign the American College and University Presi
dents' Climate Commitment in January. More than 400 institu
tions have signed the commitment, which calls on colleges and 
universities to provide leadership toward the goal of achieving 
climate neutrality, or eliminating the effects of greenhouse gases. 
Presidents who sign the commitment pledge to take certain steps 
to eliminate their campuses' greenhouse gas emissions over 
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time, including completing an emissions inventory, setting a 
target date and interim milestones for becoming climate neutral, 
and making their action plan, inventory, and progress reports 
publicly available. The University of Minnesota-Morris, which 
gets a significant amount of its power from wind, was a charter 
signatory of the commitment. 

The School of Nursing received the second largest gift in its 
99-year history with a $2.5 million endowment from the trust of 
Mary K. and Cyrus A. Field. It will be used to support graduate 
and undergraduate scholarships. The gift comes at a time when 
the school is seeking to address the nursing shortage in the 
workforce by expanding its offerings. In December 2007 the 
school graduated its first classes in two new professional degree 
programs-the master's in nursing and the doctorate of nursing 
practice. The scholarship will be offered at the Twin Cities and 
Rochester campuses. 

The University's Bell Museum of Natural History has received 
a $3 million gift from the James Ford Bell Foundation toward 
construction of a new state-of-the-art museum on the St. Paul 
campus. The $36 million facility will be funded by a combination 
of state and federal money and private gifts. To date, $9 million of 
the $12 million needed in private donations has been raised. The 
new museum will occupy a 13-acre site. The Minnesota Depart
ment of Natural Resources will partner with the museum on the 
development of outdoor exhibits and programs. The project is 
expected to break ground this year, with a grand opening in fall 
2010. James Ford Bell, for whom the Bell Museum was named, 
was the founder of General Mills. 

Robert McMaster has been named the new vice provost and 
dean for undergraduate education. McMaster has a doctorate in 
geography and meteorology from the University of Kansas and 
taught at the University of California-Los Angeles and Syracuse 
University before coming to the UniversityofMinnesota in 1990. 
He has served as chair of the department of geography and is on 
the faculty of the conservation biology program in addition to 
serving as associate dean for planning in the College of Liberal 
Arts. He replaces Craig Swan, who retired. 

-Cynthia Scott 



July 11-17, 2008 

$1,999/adult • $795/child 
(plus air, shared room) 

Price includes accommodations for six nights, six breakfasts,· 
four dinners,· tickets to a Disney Broadway show,· sightseeing 
and admissions,· cruise to the Statue of Liberty,· baggage 
handling and taxes,· gratuities at the dude ranch. 

This is your chance for you and your 
family to enjoy both the Big Apple and 
the countryside of New York State. 
You'll spend three nights in New York 
City and three nights at a dude ranch 
resort. While in Manhattan you'll see 
a Broadway show, dine at fun and 
famous restaurants, visit the Statue of 
Liberty, Times Square, the Empire State 
Building, the United Nations, Rockefeller 
Center, Greenwich Village, Wall Street, 
Chinatown, Ellis Island, West Point 
and more. You'll then journey to New 
York's beautiful countryside for some 
sightseeing and a stay at a delightful 
dude ranch resort. You'll choose from 
a variety of entertaining options while 
at the ranch, including horseback riding, 
swimming, tennis, archery, fishing, 
paddle boating, hiking, and watching a 
horsemanship exhibition. Plan now to 
join us on this family summer adventure. 

Call 612-625-9427 or visit www.alumni.umn.edu/travel to request a brochure. 



The 
Cit oft~ 
Beaw·t 
A Minneapolis 
expatriate 
retraces 
···· ······· ····· ···· ··· ·· ··········· ··· ··· ·· ·· ·· 

his steps 
and missteps. 

eturning to a city you once called home is like going back to your house 
after midnight and finding yourselflocked out. You prowl your own domicile looking for a portal, 
tapping on the windows of your memory, searching for a way to get back in. 

A thousand times in 20 years I have driven from my home in northern Minnesota to Minneapolis. 
I'm an expatriate. I used to live in the city, but I don't anymore; now I live in the woods. I'm sure 
there are times when I'm driving down to escape my cathedral of trees that some of you are driving 
north to escape the steel and the glass. Both of us have more than a two-hour drive, so there's time 

to figure out our motivation. Sometimes just moving down the road is motive enough. 
I keep returning to Minneapolis to get something that I can't get anywhere else. It could be simple, like a chocolate 

parfait or an India Pale Ale, or something that takes time, such as visiting the Guthrie or the Apple Store. I'll drive down 
for a Louise Nevel son show anytime. Somethingjustgets in my head and stays there until I make the trip. It's more than 
an urge, and sometimes I think it might be unfinished business, something I forgot to do before I left in 1980. 

When I left for the woods, all of my friends still lived in the 1\vin Cities. Most of them have since gone to live on the 
sand by the sea, which means that I have to eat in restaurants and sleep in hotels when I come into town. The home
cooked meals and the couches and the bottles of Chateau Nuf de Pap have gone to Florida. I check in at the Hyatt. When 
you have supper alone at street level and your bed for the night is on the 20th floor, you know you're just a guest. 

ESSAY BY RICHARD COFFEY > ILLUSTRATION BY CURTIS PARKER 
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Years ago we would come and go comfortably. We could run 
into town in the VWbus wearing our Red Wings and faded Wran
glers; I would amuse myself at B. Dalton and later join my wife at 
Dayton's Oval Room where I'd find her digging through a rack of 
Oscar de Ia Renta, her goose down jacket draped on a French Pro
vincial chair. We'd walk over to La Casa Coronado for a long, easy 
lunch. Minneapolis was familiar then, like an old pair of shoes. 

When you've gone to school at a place and worked in town and 
you buy a house in a neighborhood and park a couple of cars and 
boat, you feel like you'll always own a piece of the city. You come 
and go with abandon and wouldn't think of leaving for anything 
less than money, and you mow the lawn and paint the porch and 
pump the basement and still have time to get dressed for an eve
ning party. You never think of what your life looks like to someone 
on the outside-because you never think about the outside. You 
don't have to. 

1\vin Cities expatriates think about the inside and the outside 
of places all the time. For us there are places that are frozen in 
the time of our occupancy. They are invisible to you. From the 
moment that we slip into town via one of the transient corridors 
until the wee hour that we depart, we try to live as you do, atop the 
cultural heap. By day we expats look just like everyone else. We 
walk fast among the walkers. We lunch with the lunch crowd, and 
we meet with principals behind the glass and steel. We dress like 
you, we think like you, and we enterprise like everyone else. We 
can verb a noun and noun a verb and propose and purport and go 
forward with the best of them-until5. 

At 5 o'clock Minneapolis goes home for the evening. Our asso
ciates might have a beer with us, but they look at their watch at 
5:37 and call home. By 5:45 they want to drop us off at our hotel 
and at 6 they do. 

We change clothes, have a hamburger in the bar, and then 
go out to the ramp and free the Ford Windstar. We creep into 
the Minneapolis evening, driving along vague memories now 
jam-packed with commuters. We try to find an exit-a portal to 
our own time. Like archaeologists, expats sift through today and 
last week and a year ago quickly, searching for artifacts of a very 
specific time. 

Expats' history is buried under parking lots and fast -food par
lors, so we linger in empty places looking for clues from our era. 
We babble to ourselves, machine-gun fashion: There's the tree 
that I hit with a Volkswagen in '66 and there's my first apartment. 
Oh, here's where I used to get on the rooffor an afternoon sunbath 
with Abby-whatever became of Abby? 

Most of us have places in the Cities where we damn near died 
and alleys where we leaned pathetically against cold stone walls 
and swore offKingsbury beer. And there are places, too, where we 
were once more alive than we have ever been since. 

Our casual restaurants have become landmarks-like Vescio's 
in Dinkytown where we swore various allegiances to a variety of 
lovers-in the first booth on the right, when we were in a hurry. 
Graybeard expats visit these places and, yes, we are the ones who 
stare through bleary eyes and scratch our grizzled jaws while kids 
swear allegiances anew in our sacred booths. And yes, yes, we are 
the ones who smile at the young waitresses and ask if Mariah is 
still around and learn that we are talking to her granddaughter. 

We motor from portal to portal, stopping at unexpected places 
where we sense that we have been before-a corner grocery that 
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has become a tattoo parlor, a neighborhood pub burned to char
coal and boarded, the high school where we taught a few night 
classes. We circle twice, forgetting that if we drive too fast past the 
schoolhouse we'll get busted for endangering the lives of children. 
Too slow and we risk charges oflurking. 

Alas, four women, all young post-prandial walkers, have spot
ted us and determined that we are a threat to the neighborhood. 
They have just photographed our license plate with their cell
phone cameras. Our circumstance is being text-messaged to the 
local TV stations. 

We are so busted. Expats at large in Twin Cities. 
In some ways, an ex pat is just a fugitive waiting to be spotted by 

a neighborhood watch group. We are all vulnerable to suspicion 
because we suspect ourselves of some misstep that has taken a 
lifetime of return visits to comprehend. I see myself in the rear
view mirror, staring ahead with a kind of urban myopia that lets 
me be in the city without seeing anything. That was how I oper
ated when I lived here. 

I was prisoner of my dreams in Minneapolis, serving a life 
sentence so I could acquire things. I couldn't see myself with any 
clarity; I could see only the artifacts produced by my having lived. 
Each day I sailed in the wake of the stuff that I had acquired the 
day before. For many of us, life was a collection of possessions that 
fortified our houses and occupied our yards and filled the garages. 
We built a prison with our stuffbut finally escaped one night. And 
we became expats before we were old enough to understand that 
Minneapolis and St. Paul are internal organs-a part of us that we 
could no sooner reject than we could our own heart. 

And yet we cannot return to the Cities to live if by doing so we 
would expect to step back into the lives we had vacated. We lose 
our bedroom forever when we leave home and go to college; it 
becomes a guest room and we become guests. 

But it's good to come back. Minneapolis and St. Paul are a part 
of me. I can walk around Lake Harriet today and the University of 
Minnesota campus tomorrow, wallowing in remembered mud, yet 
ogling the present magnificence from the vantage of the past. 

I don't think we expats visit in search of closure. It isn't closure 
that we look for but a way to understand the story of our having 
lived there. We are revisionists at heart, however, always looking 
for a fresh view by standing on the heaps of our past. That sounds 
like a bit of expat bull, but it's one of the conceits ofbeing an expat: 
We have to be able to live in a believable story. So we rewrite our 
story as many times as it takes to get it right. 

I left, last week, in the daylight this time, slipping out of the city 
as I had slipped in, hidden in full view. I watched Minneapolis in 
the mirror for a while, as one might watch a friend turn away and 
go back to work. I'll be back soon to dig around again, to find some 
more pieces, to start the story again. • 

Richard Coffey (B.A. '70), a writer and pilot for the past 30 years 
and author ofBogtrotter: Notes from a North Country Cabin, lives 
with his wife, Jeanne, in Moose Lake, Minnesota. His grandfather 
Walter Coffey was president of the University ofMinnesotafrom 
1941 to 1945. 

> First Person features personal essays written by alumni, 
faculty, students, or anyone with a University connection. 
To request writers' guidelines, visit www.alumni.umn.edu/ 
minnesota. 
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Mohau!!!!!![~C)' 
from Sudan and University graduate 

student, wins "world's richest" scholarship. 
n some ways, M ohamed Bakri (B.A. '06) 
resembles many Minnesotans: a house in the 
suburbs, married with three kids, cookouts with 
the neighbors. 

"We love to make shish kebab, and when we 
do everyone, invited or not, comes over," Bakri 
says during a study break at Wilson Library at 
the University of Minnesota. "Just the other 

night, for example, they came to my garage and stayed until 
midnight, chatting. It was actually kind of annoying," Bakri 
adds with a laugh. 

Yet for all the surface similarities, one big difference distin
guishes Bakri from his neighbors: He's a political refugee from 
war-ravaged Sudan. That doesn't just mean he grew up speak
ing a different language; it means he's seen things they've only 
seenon24. 

"Sure, I know people who have been tortured," Bakri says, 
his gentle eyes flashing. He makes it clear that he was not tor
tured himself-"I was lucky, very lucky" -and did not suffer the 
level of hardship of the more than 25,000 Lost Boys, orphaned 
Sudanese boys who spent years walking hundreds of miles to 
refugee camps to escape war and famine. But Bakri certainly 
knows what a broken soul is. 

"It is very difficult to move on from torture. I have a friend, 
talking to his family, talking to his mom, denies that he was 
tortured just because he doesn't want to harm his family. His 
case is well documented. And there are others," says Bakri, a 
reserved and serious man who also wants to help others under
stand. "I can give you names." 

In a country not known for democratic institutions or reli
gious tolerance, Bakri spent his early career in Sudan advocat
ing relentlessly for these things. After graduating in 1987 with 
an undergraduate degree in law from the Cairo University 
campus in Khartoum, he worked as a journalist, spending many 
years at the Arabic daily Al-Ayam. He wrote commentaries, 
profiles of dissidents, a book on the history of executions in 
the country-anything to shed light on the climate of political 
repression. All good ways to get a knock on the door from a gov-
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ernment official. This happened many times. 
The interrogations didn't really faze him. 

"It was scary, but if you spoke out against the 
government you would be questioned," Bakri 
explains matter-of-factly. With a wife and 
young fan1ily to consider, however, Bakri knew 
he had to be cautious. So, after the government 
accused him in 2000 of feeding confidential 
information to clandestine newspapers, he fled 
to Cairo and then, with the help of the Minne
sota Council of Churches, to the Midwest. 

After finding work as a caretaker and paint
er, he enrolled at Century College in White 
Bear Lake, starting out with English-as-a
second-language courses. As a professional 
communicator, Bakri was frustrated not to be 
able to cogently express his thoughts. "The 
barrier between a person and his ambition is 
language," he says. Still, he worked hard and quickly became 
proficient in English. He finished up with a two-year certificate 
in women's studies, becoming only the second man ever at 
Century to do so. 

"I grew up with seven sisters and am fascinated with feminist 
theory;' Bakri says. "Women just have a different worldview." 

From there it was on to the University of Minnesota, where 
he worked toward a degree in sociology, which he earned 
in 2006 at the age of 43. Along the way he won the College 
of Liberal Arts' Turner Award for best summa thesis, titled, 
"Failed Societal Community? The Crisis of Democracy in 
Sudan: Sociological Perspectives on the Collapse of the First 
Democracy in Sudan, 1953-1958." It was so good his adviser, 
professor Joachim Savelsberg, nominated Bakri for the Jack 
Kent Cooke Graduate Scholarship, awarded to a few dozen 
college seniors each year out of nearly a thousand applicants 
nationwide. The $50,000 scholarship, known as the "world's 
richest;' is intended to help students of exceptional promise 
reach their full potential through education. 

"Mohamed has a keen analytic mind;' Savelsberg says. "When 



he considers a situation, even one that for most people would 
involve very intense emotions, he can still think rationally:' 

Savelsberg also notes that Bakri's drive sets him apart from 
the typical undergraduate student. "He brings an intensity 
and knowledge to the classroom that you don't find in other 
students," he says. 

When Bakri received the award last summer, he imme
diately enrolled at the Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs 
in international relations. He is taking a full course load this 
year, concentrating on foreign policy, and intends to have his 
master's degree by 2009 (his wife is on a similar track at Wil
liam Mitchell School of Law). After that, he's not sure. He may 
continue at the U for a doctorate, work in human rights, or 
write. "Foreign policy and national security might be one of my 
options for a career," Bakri says, "but I still have that fascination 
about the issues of democracy in Africa and the Middle East." 

Bakri's dream is to found a research center dedicated to 

bringing a Muslim perspective to efforts supporting the democ
ratization of developing nations in the Middle East and Africa. 
"I know I will keep researching the issues of democracy and 
social transformation;' Bakri says. "Also, I am interested in how 
to connect security to the issue of development in Third World 
countries. I believe in the notion that we live in one world and 
we all affect each other." 

Bakri is also certain about one other thing. "I have to go 
back;' he says. "I have family in Khartoum. Even though I'm 
now in America, at the same time I think of myself as a special 
American, an American with a heritage, still with roots in 
Africa. I can't think of my experience in America without con
necting it to Africa. 

"I have to go back." • 

Adam Wahlberg, executive editor ofMinnesota Law & Politics, 
was a 2002 Humphrey Institute Policy Fellow. 
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BY JOHN JODZIO 

e 
The winning entry in Minnesota magazine's 

ninth annual fiction contest. 

a cob Ellsworth was nnding it difficult to compete with a skywriter for a 
woman's heart. Especially in Kalispell, Montana, on a windless morning in the spring 
of 1926 when the sky was vast and blue and his competitor's smoky statement of 
love would likely hold its sentiment for the entire afternoon. 

"Blakely's written something again?" Ells-i 
worth asked the hotel clerk, Mr. Bristol. ~' 

Mornings were normally bad for Ellsworth's 
vertigo, but this one had been particularly 
unsettling. That morning, Ellsworth's balance 
was precarious enough that the only way for 
him to arrive to breakfast was to unceremoni
ously bump down the front stairs on his ass. 

"Indeed," Bristol told him. "And there's a 
rumor that he's going back up again tonight." 

Since Ellsworth's arrival, Mr. Bristol had 
become an indispensable ally. For a nominal 
fee, the clerk kept Ellsworth abreast of the 
yondered overtures ofWillem Blakely, made 
the necessary calls to Dr. McGillicutty for Ells
worth's healing powders, provided important 
insight into Miss Jessica Yates's strange and 
wonderful heart. 

"Does this man ever sleep?" Ellsworth 
asked. 

Ellsworth widened his stance, steadied him
self on the pane of the bay window. He looked 
out onto the street at Will em Blakely's biplane, 
a growling mouth painted on its cutter. Blakely 
had parked the plane right in front of the bank, 
like it was some brindled mare thirsty for the 
trough. And if that wasn't bad enough, Blakely 
leaned on the metallic beast now, holding court 
with a gaggle of cowpunchers and oil riggers. 
All of the men kept pointing to the sky and then 
slapping and reslapping Blakely's broad back. 

Ellsworth closed his eyes. Without his heal
ing powders, his body felt like a small boat 
fighting a horrible squall-up then down, waves 
and swells, again and again. He went down to a 
knee, overcome. 

"Summon Dr. McGillicutty; ' he told Bristol. 

) 

Even though he was unable to stand for 
extended periods of time, Ellsworth still 

had certain merits. His most recent inven
tion-a candlewick that burned twice as long 
as the industry standard-had brought him 
considerable fame within the candlewicking 
and wax-molding worlds. And while he was 
not particularly handsome, Ellsworth wasn't 
unseemly either. He sported a well-groomed 
beard. He smoked a good-smelling pipe. He 
used his monocle only when it was absolutely 
necessary. 

Even with these attributes, Ellsworth could 
not escape the uneasy feeling in the pit of his 
barrel chest, that in this particular instance, 
competing with the square-jawed Mr. Blakely, 
he was far out of his league. 

It was obvious. Obvious to the entire town 
ofKalispell, who regarded Ellsworth as a dizzy 
interloper. Obvious to Blakely, the hometown 
war hero who'd shot down 17 enemy planes in 
the Great War. But most of all, it was obvious 
to Ellsworth. Even though he told himself oth
erwise, he could not sugarcoat what he saw in 
the mirror each morning-that he was a stout 
man, that he was a man prone to mucus, that he 
was a man whose eyes were perpetually set in 
a wincing squint. 

And yet, and yet, and yet. For some strange 
reason, these things did not seem off-put
ting to Miss Jessica Yates. Just that afternoon 
at the bank-her hair curled into dropping 
ringlets, her ample bust fighting gravity like a 
wall shelf-Miss Yates was as encouraging to 
Ellsworth as she'd ever been. 

"Sit down right here;' she told him, pulling 
a chair close enough for him to smell the lemon 
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verbena dotted behind her ears. 
''Will you can upon me tonight?" she asked. 
This would be the third time that Ellsworth had called upon 

her that week. While Blakely filled the sky with words of his 
undying love for Miss Yates, Ellsworth spent quiet hours with his 
feet firmly planted on the floorboards of her living room. 

"I'11 be by at 7," Ellsworth said. "And I'll bring more of Mr. 
Bristol's ragtime records." 

Miss Yates looked up from her ledger and smiled at him-she 
had good teeth. Right then, Ellsworth thought about her using 
them to bite him. Right on his chest, hard, right through his skin. 
Suddenly he wanted her to take a big chunk out of his body, take 
it and never give it back. 

"That would be lovely;' she told him. ''You have so much more 
to tell me about New York:' 

City life certainly held Miss Yates's fascination. Each night 
E1lsworth sat on her sofa she prodded him for stories-about 
the nightlife, about plays and movies that he'd seen, about the 
famous people he knew. 

Ellsworth had already recounted the time he'd seen Fatty 
Arbuckle on the Upper West Side. This was before all of Fatty's 
troubles, before his ruinous trial, Fatty dressed like a dandy, 
standing at a deli counter ordering sandwiches and potato salad, 
a woman on each ofhis elbows. 

''What was he like?" she'd asked Ellsworth. 
"He was fat;' Ellsworth told her. '~ust like you'd think." 
Miss Yates had this well-worn magazine that showed beauty 

portraits of dewy-eyed starlets dressed in their fineries. When
ever the conversation lagged with Ellsworth, she opened it and 
carefu1ly turned the pages, telling Ellsworth how much she'd 
already missed by living in Kalispell. 

"The only stage we have here is the one in the whorehouse;' 
she told him. "I mean, if you haven't realized it yet, this town's 
completely bereft of cultural goings-on." 

Even though Ellsworth was growing somewhat weary with 
her interest in big cities, he did not let on. While Miss Yates was 
certainly fetching, there was something else, something much 
more important that drew Ellsworth to her. Whenever he was in 
her vicinity, the vertigo that he had mysteriously caught traveling 
back to the east from San Francisco, the ass-over-teakettle diz
ziness that had forced him off the train in Kalispell to recuper
ate, it all slid away. When Miss Yates was near him, Ellsworth's 
world rotated back into balance, the overwhelming pressure in 
his ears leaked away, there was no longer a need for the ballast 
ofMcGillicutty's healing powder. The horizon was fina1ly, for 
Ellsworth, where the horizon was supposed to be. 

"Come back with me," he begged her once again. ''And I'll 
show you all of it." 

But then, but then, but then. When he was not in the presence 
of Miss Yates, Ellsworth spent much of his time alone in his 

hotel room, lying on the lumpy bed, staring up at cobwebbed ceil
ing. This dire view, coupled with the ponderous thoughts that 
bumped to and fro in his roiling head, made it hard for Ellsworth 
not to question his place in Miss Yates's heart. 

One thing that helped buoy Ellsworth during these periods 
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~ of doubt was Mr. Bristol. Bristol came to his room toting a bottle 

ofbourbon, sat in the overstuffed chair by the bed, and gossiped 
about Blakely's bona fides. 

"He caught syphilis when he was a flyboy in the war;' Bristol 
told him. "And he was married once previous." 

Back east, Ellsworth would have thought Bristol a classless 
toady, would not have sipped bourbon with the man, but here 
in this forsaken town, Ellsworth was glad for the bottle, glad for 
the bonhomie. 

"And I heard there's a newborn three counties over;' Bristol 
continued. ''A jilted lover that goes along with the kid." 

Ellsworth hoped these words Bristol spouted about Blakely 
were God's honest, but who knew? Ellsworth paid Bristol and 
he couldn't help but wonder whether these statements about 
Blakely weren't born out of commerce. He took another pull 
from the bourbon, passed the bottle back to Bristol. 

''What it boils down to;' Bristol told him, "is that Miss Yates 
sees the bad in him and she sees the good in you. That's all you 
need to know. That's why." 

Later that day, after Bristol had left him, Ellsworth attempted 
to convince himself ofBristol's words, but he could not. From 

the outset, he'd wondered if he was a cuckold, an actor in some 
demented play that Miss Yates had authored to simply make 
Blakely crazy with jealousy. 

The worst part of all of it, something Ellsworth could surely 
see even without his monocle, something there was no way for 
him to dismiss, was that Blakely and Miss Yates made a fine 
couple. Both of their faces were symmetrical and finely featured 
and their bodies looked cut from the same sculptor's blade. They 
fit together. 

Ellsworth and Miss Yates? His only hope was small-he'd 
seen plenty of pretty women in New York overlook a man's 
physical defects for a thick pocketbook. 

Lying on his bed now, Ellsworth dug into the breast pocket 
of his shirt. He pulled out his packet ofMcGillicutty's healing 
powder. Instead of brewing it into a tea as the doctor had sug
gested, Ellsworth had taken to snorting it directly. He poured a 
bit onto his knuckle now and then pushed it up into his nostril. 
His eyes watered and he felt the chalky resolve in his throat and 
then he felt the powder hit his blood stream. A chill went up his 
spine. He teetered upward, made his way over to his valise. He 
opened it, took out one of the prototype candles he'd shown the 
wax manufacturers in San Francisco. He struck a match, lit it. 

In the candlelight, standing in front of the mirror, Ellsworth 
sucked in his gut and then buttoned his vest. He yanked his 
suspenders over his shoulders. He took a deep breath, slid on 
his tweed jacket. 

0 n his walk to Miss Yates's that evening, Ellsworth had the 
distinct pleasure of watching Blakely write a new message 

oflove in the night sky. By now Blakely's flights had turned into 
a community activity, like a threshing bee or fireworks on the 
Fourth, everyone coming out of their houses and lying down 
blankets by the riverbed. Ellsworth sauntered down Main Street 
as Blakely's plane dipped and rose. Jess, they said in unison. 



·.· ') 

Then, Jess will you. Then Jess will you ever. Finally, the town of i E llsworth suspected that Blakely was drunk that next morning 
Kalispell chanted Blakely's con trailed query out loud like a per- when he went up in his biplane. He watched as Blakely filled 
verted Greek chorus. Jess, they yelled, will you ever be mine? the sky with this white smoky mess, a child's angry scribble. 

As Ellsworth walked, the pressure in his ears steadily "Shemusthavetoldhim,''BristolsaidasheloadedEllsworth's 
increased and his legs became shaky. About a block away from bags into the surrey. Ellsworth had to admit that Bristol had been 
Miss Yates's, he could not continue. He staggered over to the a godsend that morning. He'd coordinated the sleeping car with 
curb, collapsed. He sat down just in time to watch Blakely dot the train steward, procured a rig to take them to the platform, 
the question mark by dropping straight down toward the Earth cabled Ellsworth's people in New York about the couple's 
and then pulling his smoke lever for just a second. A small round impending arrival. 
puff, like it had come from Ellsworth's pipe. It was so impressive, ''Must have," Ellsworth nodded. 
the precise dotting of that question mark, that Ellsworth forgot Looking up at the sky, Ellsworth actually felt for Blakely, 
who was flying the plane, forgot where he was, forgot that he understood that his competitor's heartache might well have 
was supposed to hate Will em Blakely. Ellsworth was caught up been his own. At the same time, Ellsworth's empathy was a 
in the moment and before he noticed what he was doing, before small undercurrent in the buoyancy that filled his heart. He 
his brain could stop his hands, he feverishly began to clap. was brimming, hadn't needed a grain ofMcGillicutty's powder 

0 utside Miss Yates's door, Ellsworth steadied himself with 
another knuckle's worth ofMcGillicutty's powder. He 

wiped his nose on his sleeve, knocked. When the door swung 
open, the first thing Ellsworth noticed were Miss Yates's cheeks. 
They were rosier than normal, full of a rageful fire. She spun 
away from him without a word, walked to her decanter of speak
easy scotch, poured three fingers into a lowball, brought it to her 
lips and swallowed. 

"No one owns me,'' she said walking to the window. "No one 
pressures me into anything." 

Ellsworth was still holding Bristol's ragtime records under his 
arm and he stood and watched Miss Yates fume. She was wear
ing a red dress and had her hair pulled back in a bun. She stood 
in front of the window, shaking her head back and forth. 

"No one could ever own you," he assured her. "That would 
be impossible:' 

Miss Yates stayed at the window while Ellsworth moved to 
the phonograph. He pulled a record from the sleeve, set it down. 
He wound the player and he dropped the needle and the sound 
of a jaunty piano filled the room. Miss Yates had sung for him 
the last time he was here, extremely well in fact, sung in a Iii ting 
soprano with one of the Joplin records he'd brought. After she'd 
finished the song, it seemed to Ellsworth like there was maybe 
nothing Miss Yates couldn't do-that her life might be wasted 
by anyone she was with, that maybe there wasn't anyone in this 
world who could make her truly happy. 

"This town,'' she said shaking her head. ''As if their carrying 
on is going to make my heart overflow with love." 

Miss Yates sat down next to him on the couch then, took 
his hand in hers. Ellsworth had thought he would be prepared 
for something like this, for such a small amount of affection, a 
concrete sign of her interest, but he was not. He realized then 
that Miss Yates's touch, no matter how chaste, made him dizzy 
again, but in a completely different way, a way he would choose 
no matter the cost. 

"Come back east with me,'' he begged again. 
Miss Yates slid her hand from his fingers. She walked back 

to the window, stood there looking out. She turned back to Ells
worth, set her gaze on him. 

"Fine,'' she told him. "I will." 
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that entire morning. His legs felt as good as they had in weeks, 
vigorous and sturdy. 

He and Bristol drove the surrey over to Miss Yates's, gathered 
up her bags. She was wearing a yellow dress and a large brimmed 
sunhat, her braided hair snaking down her spine. 

"Are you ready, my darling?" Ellsworth asked. 
The next morning, when the ·train arrived in Chicago, she 

would tell Ellsworth that she needed some fresh air. And she 
would leave the train and not return. 

Now though, now as they made their way to the station in 
Kalispell, her gloved hand sat like a white pearl in Ellsworth's 
palm. He wrapped his fingers around it, squeezed. Miss Yates 
looked up at him, smiled. 

"Those teeth,'' Ellsworth thought to himself, "those beautiful 
teeth." 

About the Contest and Its Winner 

John Jodzio (B.A. '99) is a past winner of the Loft Mentor Series 
and recipient of a Jerome Foundation SASE Grant. His writing 
has appeared in the Rake Magazine, the Florida Review, and 
Opium and in a number of Web literary journals, including 
McSweeney's and Pindeldyboz. He recently was awarded a 
Minnesota State Arts Board grant to fi.nish a collection of short 
stories titled If You Lived Here, You'd Already Be Home. He lives 
in Minneapolis. 

"The kernel of 'Kalispell' -an oafish inventor competing 
against a strapping skywriter for a woman's heart-actually 
came out in an undergraduate writing class I took at the Uni
versity of Minnesota," Jodzio says. "It's been through a lot 
since then. Most of the characters and locales have changed; 
Ellsworth's vertigo has worsened considerably. Through all of 
that fi.ddling around, that original thought-an attempt at love 
in a seemingly impossible circumstance-continued to sort of 
hold everything together." 

Minnesota magazine's fi.ction contest is open to all University 
of Minnesota students and alumni. An independent judge 
selects the winner from a group of fi.nalists chosen by the edi
torial staff, and the winner is awarded a $1,500 cash prize. Visit 
www.alumni.umn.edu/fiction for contest guidelines. 
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Curiosity Camps 
One-day summer camps for adults run 

throughout the summer. Sponsored by the 

College of Continuing Education. Call 612-

624-4000. email cceinfo@umn edu. or visit 

www.cce.umn.edujcuriosity. 

Split Rock Shorts 
Intensive three-day workshops that allow 

adults to experiment in a variety of art. 

design. and writing-related topics. June 

15-18. Sponsored by the College of 

Continuing Education. Call 612-625-8100. 

email splitrockarts@umn.edu or visit www. 

cce.umn.edujsplitrockarts. 

BRAVO! 2008 Summer String 
and Keyboard Institute 
June IS-July 12. Also BRAVO! Piccolo. a day 

camp for ages 5-I 0. from June 15-29. Visit 

www.music.umn.edujbravo. 

Bell Museum of Natural 
History 
Discovery Day camps exploring the fields of 

science. art. and technology run throughout 

the summer. Grades K-7. Call612-624-9050 

or visit www.bellmuseum.org 

Arboretum Camps 
One. two. or three day camps for kids 

featuring hands-on plants. science 

adventure. art. and food. Ages 4-14. Also 

Weekly Children's Garden. Call 952-443-

1422 or visit www.arboretum.umn.edu/ 

summerkidclasses.aspx. 

YMCA Minneapolis 
Overnight Camps 
Call 612-822-CAMP or visit www. 

ymcacamping.org. 

Gopher Dairy Camp 
Three day residential camp for children 

grades 6-11 will take place in early June. Call 

612-625-9294, email hein0106@umnedu. or 

visit www.ansci.umn.edujgopherdairycamp. 

Rec Sports Activities 
Week-long day camps for ages 5- 15 that 

provide children with an introduction 

Girls Basketball 
Grades 3-12 (Fall 2008). Both day and 

overnight camps run June 9-July 26. Email 

info@bortoncamps.com or visit vvvvw 

bortoncamps.com 

to the University of Minnesota and 

encourage personal growth through 

sports instruction. academic enrichment. 

and recreation experiences. Several 

sessions run throughout the summer. Call 

612-625-2242. email DRSYouth@umnedu. 

or visit www.recsports.umn.edujyouth/ 

summer.htm. 

o'nthlss., Nike Tennis Camps 
~e.?> cvo 

..., 2. Overnight and day camps 

for ages 9-18. June 15-20. 

June 22-27. and June 29- July 3. Visit www. 

ussportscamps com 

Minnesota Cross Country 
Camp 

Brad James Golf Academy 
Adult School: June 6-8 or June 13-15; 

Junior Camp (ages 8-18) day and resident 

camps run from June 9-19. 
Boys and girls grade 9 through 18-year

olds (including high school graduates). 

July 6-10. Call 715-570-0170, email 

wickrun@hotmail.com. or visit www. 

minnesotacccamp.com. 

College Golf Week (for future NCAA 

collegiate golfers) June 15~ 1 9. Call612-251-

5840, email info@bradjamesgolf.com or visit 

www.bradjamesgolf.com. 
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The MBIS camps are designed to provide 
the best possible baseball instruction 
for players of all ages and ability levels 
in a structured, enthusiastic and fun 
environment. Emphasis is placed upon 
improving each individual's skill and 
knowledge of baseball. 

Each MBIS camper will receive quality 
instruction on how to play the game "the 
right way," focusing on the fundamentals 
of baseball while learning drills they can 
take home with them. We offer specialty 
camps for pitching, catching, and more 
and accelerated camps for the serious 
player. 

These camps are held at the University of 
Minnesota campus and the Metrodome. 

Summer Camps 
-day camp and residential-

4 weeks to choose from (all in '08): 

June 16-19 
June 23-26 
July 21-24 
July 27-31 

Holiday Camp 
held in December 

Fall Baseball League 
for incoming Freshmen thru Seniors 

September and October 

Camp website- www.gopherbaseballcamps.com 
Camp Phone#· 612-201-3446 



Ages I 0 and older. Three 

sessions with tentative dates 
from June 8-27. Call 952-997-7313, 

email twincitydivers@aolcom. or visit www. 

twincitydivers.com. 

North Country Softball Camps 
Day camps for ages 7-13 run June 16-19, July 

21-23, and August 18-21. Fundamental Camp 

(grades 4-12) runs July 6-10. Elite Summer 

Camp runs June 8-12 and July 13-17. Call 612-

270-2534, email coachb@northcountrysoftball. 

com, or visit www.northcountrysoftball.com. 

J Robinson Camps 
•Wrestling Intensive Camp for ages 14-18 

runs June 28-July 25, Technique and Takedown 

Machine Camp for ages 8-18 runs July 13-17 

and July 20-24, and Team Camp runs July 6-10. 

• Basketball Intensive camp for boys ages 14-18. 
July6-26. 
• Hockey Intensive 21-day camp runs July 11-31. 

Technique Commuter Camp for ages 11-18 runs 

August 18-22 

Call 612-349-6585 or visit wwwjrobinsoncamps. 

com. 

Don Lucia Hockey Camps 
Men's Model Camp runs June 9-14 and Youth 

Day Camps run June 16-20. Visit www. 
luciacamps.com or email coordinator@ 

luciacamps.com. 

Minnesota Swim Camps 
Age Group Camp for ages 8-17 runs June 8-12, 

June 15-19, June 22-26, and July 6-10 Training 

Camp for ages 11-17 runs June 15-26. Call 952-
997-6205, email info@minnesotaswimcamps. 

com, or visit www.minnesotaswimcamps.com. 

Gopher Baseball 
Camps 
Day or residential camps for 

ages 7-18 are June 16-19, June 23-26. July 21-24 
and July 27-31. Call612-201-3446 or visitwww. 

gopherbaseballcamps.com. 

Minnesota Boys and Girls Track 
and Field Camps 
Resident and day camps for grades 4-12 (Fall 
2008). July 13-17. Call612-508-1396, email 

minnesotatrackcamp@hotmailcom. or visit 
www.minnesotatrackcamp.com. 



Albert Jenks's ideas of 
Americanization and 
racial anthropology are 
an embarrassment, primarily 
because so many people 
found them appealing. 

Anthropologist Albert Jenks in 1932 
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lbert Je n k s was 
already a rising young 
star in the relatively 
new field of anthro
pology when the 
Bureau of American 
Ethnography (BAE) 

in Washington, D.C., sent him to the remote 
mountainous interior of the island of Luzon 

in the Philippines to study the Bontoc Igorot people in 1902. 
The Bontoc were a tribe who practiced a sophisticated 

form of terraced agriculture in the Cordillera region of the 
island. They were also headhunters, a fact that would raise 
more than a few eyebrows in months to come. This was before 
Jenks became the founder of the study of anthropology at the 
University of Minnesota and long before his work became a 
source of controversy at the U and elsewhere in Minnesota. 

Jenks, accompanied by his wife, Maud, became one of the 
first American anthropologists to venture outside the United 
States to study an indigenous people. The BAE sent the Jenk
ses to Luzon for more than a year of study, during which time 
these small-town Midwesterners-he from Michigan, she 
from tiny Elroy, Wisconsin-lived in a Bontoc village. Albert 
went out frequently to study other tribes in the region, and 
Maud's letters home to her parents, published 50 years later 
as Death Stalks the Ph ilippine Wilds, describe the journeys 
in what must have been eye-popping detail to her folks back 
home. "Bert [recently] went [with a party] into very wild 
country south of here," Maud writes. "They saw a headless 
human body being carried along the trail for burial, and they 
attended the funeral ceremonies .... Bert is making a study of 
head-hunting among the Igorot and I think you will be inter-
ested in some of his notes." 

BY TIM BRADY 



There follow several pages of academic notes from Albert 
Jenks on headhunting, during which he seems suddenly to 
remember that he is writing to in-laws who are no doubt pic
turing their poor daughter alone in a headhunting village. His 
attempt at assuaging their concerns is not as strong as it could 
be: "With the Bontoc men the taking of heads is not the passion 
it seems to be with some others, though they invariably take the 
heads of all killed on a head-hunting expedition; and they have 
skulls of Spaniards and also of [other] Igorot [people] secured 
on expeditions of punishment or annihilation . ... " 

Jenks was single-minded in his pursuits, a trait appreciated 
by his employers if not his wife's parents. Nearing the end of 
his stay in the Philippines, he was summoned to the office of 
the islands' governor, William Howard Taft, where the future 
president offered him a prestigious post. The Louisiana Pur
chase Exposition, honoring the centennial ofthe United States' 
acquisition of the Louisiana Territory, was scheduled to open in 
St. Louis the next year, in 1904. One of the great centerpieces of 
this World's Fair was to be an anthropology exhibit, and at the 
heart of that exhibit, planners wanted to feature various people 
from the newest addition to the national family, the Philippine 
Islands. Would Jenks be willing to assume responsibility for 
overseeing the installation and maintenance of the exhibit in 
St. Louis? 

For being such a novel subject, anthropology had surpris
ingly wide public appeal in the United States. The nation was 
undergoing enormous changes in its population. Ellis Island 
teemed with new immigrants from Eastern and Southern 
Europe. The country had just engaged in its first imperialistic 
war and grabbed the Philippine Islands in the process. What had 
been a fairly isolated nation through most of the 19th century, 
proud of its Mayflower roots, was now becoming a multi-ethnic 
country with global ambitions. Under the circumstances there 
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the Philippine VIllage, St. Louis World'• Fair. 
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was a great deal of interest in 
the kind of nation the United 
States should and would be 
in years to come, which led 
to questions surrounding the 

Opposite page and 
above: A few of the more 
than 1,000 Filipinos 
transplanted to St. Louis 
for the 1904 World's Fair. 

character and nature of the various people who make up the 
country. In light of these concerns about what was viewed as 
a need for "Americanization," ethnographical and anthropo
logical interests skyrocketed. And nowhere was this more in 
evidence than at the 1904 St. Louis World's Fair. 

Jenks had a plum assignment. A huge portion of the fair was 
given over to "Anthropology Villages" where indigenous people 
from around the globe were brought in to recreate hamlets con
structed in the fashion of their native lands. Included in these 
exhibits were the Tehuelches people from Patagonia, Mbuti 
Pygmies from West Africa, Ainu from Japan, and the Kwkiutl 
and Nootka people from the Canadian north. 

No single nation was to be more grandly represented, nor 
have a larger portion of the fairgrounds, than the contingent 
from the Philippine Islands, and Jenks was in charge of mak
ing it happen. He had to arrange for the passage of more than 
a thousand Filipino people to the United States, as well as the 
shipment of the accoutrements of their lives. They wound up 
housed in four separate villages, surrounding a lake on 47 acres 
of the grounds in St. Louis. 

Visitors to the fair wandered through the various communi
ties, observing as the inhabitants went about their daily busi
ness- or the nearest possible approximation of it, given that 
they were thousands of miles from their actual homes. 

Jenks's Philippine Island exhibit would be the most popular 
anthropological venue at the fair. And of the various Filipino 
people present in St. Louis, no group garnered more attention 
than the Bontoc Igorot contingent, primarily because, along 
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with their headhunting reputation, they ate dogs and were 
largely naked. 

A bamboo stockade rimmed with human skulls marked the 
Bontoc area. Bontoc men wandered around the grounds in loin
cloths that were so revealing that Taft sent a note to Jenks asking 
that they be made to cover up with "brightly colored trunks." 
Jenks demurred, arguing that the authenticity of the anthropo
logical exhibit would be compromised if they were made to don 
pants. With the support of the overall head of the anthropology 
exhibit, a former head of the BAE named William McGee, Jenks's 
argument won the day. 

Even more controversial was the dog issue. One of the occa
sional activities ofBontoc people was to eat canine, a practice 
that continued at the fair. When word spread that wayward 
mutts were being roasted in the Igorot village, sensibilities were 
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outraged. The fact that the city of St. Louis was provisioning the 
Bontoc through its dog pounds didn't help. Once again, however, 
the argument for anthropological "authenticity" carried the 
day. McGee and Jenks said that, like it or not, this was the life of 
a Bontoc Igorot. If the goal of the anthropological villages was 
to educate World's Fair visitors on how indigenous people from 
around the world lived, the show must go on. And it did. 

Within the context of centuries past, when the forces of 
civilization simply brutalized "savages," the notion that they, 
too, were part of an evolutionary advance and were worthy of 
study and inclusion in festivities like the St. Louis fair was seen 
as a progressive idea. And Jenks genuinely believed that bring
ing Filipinos to St. Louis would be uplifting for the indigenous 
groups, who would learn something of the greatness ofWestern 
Civilization. As for the gawking rubes in St. Louis, Jenks thought 

Top left: The Igorot men 
wore nothing but loincloths, 
prompting William Howard 
Taft to ask that they cover up 
with "brightly colored trunks." 

Top right: A Filipino boy. 

Left to right: Medical School 
dean Elias Lyon, professor 
emeritus Henry Nachtrieb, 
and Minnesota physician 
Charles Dight, were, along 
with Albert Jenks, members 
of the state eugenics society 
that advocated for the forced 
sterilization of "imbeciles." 



they would learn something of the world beyond the United 
States, even as they wandered around the grounds eating a novel 
treat: a sausage in a bun that some claim first got the nickname 
"hot dog" at the exposition. 

The fair lasted from April to December 1904. By the time 
winter rolled in to Missouri, the Bontoc were more than happy to 
don clothing, and happier to go back to their true homes. Among 
the Filipino people in general, and the Bontoc in particular, the 
experience of the 1904 World's Fair remains a seminal moment. 
Those who made the journey took home with them a sense of 
dislocation and shock that is still recalled with rancor by their 
descendants. 

In time, the author of that dislocation, Albert Jenks, became 
the first chairman of the Department of Anthropology at the Uni
versity of Minnesota and essentially founded the study there. For 
30 years he would dominate the field at the University. He was 
also a crucial figure in the development of Minnesota archaeol
ogy in the 1930s, helping to analyze and highlight the discovery 
of perhaps the two most famous skeletal remains ever found in 
Minnesota. Beginning with his work in the Philippines and St. 
Louis, Jenks was considered one of the leading anthropologists 
of his day and a nationally recognized figure in his field. 
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Residents of 
one of the 
"Anthropology 
Villages" at 
the St. Louis 
World's Fair: 
Antonio, chief 
of the Bontoc 
lgorot, and an 
Igorot girl. 

Unfortunately, Jenks's work was marred by its con
tinued association with discredited theories that are 
viewed today with discomfort, distaste, and dismay. 
He was a proud racialist, a man who believed that 
character, intelligence, and physical acumen could be 
graded by means of race and ethnicity. He, and other 
anthropologists of his day, assigned pecking orders to 
the various peoples of the Earth and invariably found 
people of color-those they labeled "primitive"-as 
lacking in the "higher" traits of a civilized people. 

At the top of Jenks's chart were "Americans," people who 
not only maintained the characteristics of their stout ances
tors from northern Europe, but who held the promise, through 
careful procreation, of evolving into ever higher forms of being. 
"Savages" might climb the evolutionary ladder, too, according 
to Jenks, but they had a far piece to go to achieve the exalted 
status of Americans. 

When he arrived in 1906, however, Jenks's studies were 
still evolving and he came with the highest credentials. Prior 
to his work in the Philippines, Jenks had earned a doctorate 
at the University of Wisconsin, where he did an economic and 
ethnographic study of the Ojibwe people called The Wild Rice 
Gatherers of the Upper Lakes. He taught for a year at Madison 
between his work in St. Louis and his arrival in Minneapolis and 
completed his study of the Philippine people, published by the 
BAE as Bon toe Igorot. 

The Minnesota Alumni Weekly was proud to note that Jenks 
had been awarded four gold medals for his labors at the World's 
Fair. He joined the sociology faculty, as a professor of anthro
pology, because there was not yet an anthropology department 
at the U. He told the Minnesota Daily that his work revolved 
around "ethnological and cultural studies of the foreigners com-
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ing to America ... continued research 
among primitive peoples, mainly for 
the purpose of getting at human cul
tural beginnings ... [and] researches 
in physical anthropology." 

Through the first years of his 
career here, Jenks continued to con
sider himself liberal-minded in his 
ethnological and cultural pursuits, 
advocating, for instance, as he told 
the Alumni Weekly, "that American 
civilization should not destroy the 
peculiar valuable characteristics of 
her various immigrants, but should 
foster and accentuate all the different 
worthy ones in order that the Ameri
can nation of the future may become 
as versatile as possible." 

However, this amalgamation 
needed to be done carefully, accord
ing to Jenks, which meant that people 
couldn'tjust come helter-skelter into 
the country. He traveled to Europe 
in 1914 to study "the problem 
of immigration at its source," 
he told the Daily. Jenks went 
to Eastern and Southern 
European countries, basi
cally trying to discern the 
anthropological readiness of 
peoples there for inclusion in 
American society. Apparently, 
he was underwhelmed by his 
encounters. Jenks became a 
strong advocate for putting a 
halt to all immigration to the 
United States until potential 

-. 

newcomers were closer to an American ideal. 
Perhaps Jenks's most distasteful sortie into physical anthro

pology began in 1915, when he was employed as an expert 
witness by timber interests to study the racial attributes of the 
Ojibwe people. Federal legislation introduced by a Minnesota 
congressman and enacted just before the turn of the century 
made it possible for Native Americans of mixed blood to sell their 
timber rights to logging companies. Rights were otherwise held 
collectively by the Ojibwe people and were thus harder for the 
timber interests to obtain. 

Not surprisingly, the companies became interested in prov
ing that there were many Ojibwe people of mixed race. So they 
turned to a pair of physical anthropologists to make their case. 
Jenks and a widely respected colleague from the Smithsonian 
Institute, Ales Hrdlicka, had long argued that certain physical 
features were evident in racial and ethnic types. Indians had 
delicate hands and feet, because they rarely did physical labor. 
They lacked chest hair. Their heads were smaller, and so on. 

Jenks and Hrdlicka traveled to northern Minnesota with 
calipers in hand, measuring noses and the space between peo
ple's eyes. They prodded, they poked, they took hair samples 
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Many prominent Minnesotans 
helped fund Albert Jenks's 
archaeological expeditions, 
including to the Mimbres Valley in 
New Mexico, at left and below. 

and examined lips and eyes and ears, 
all with an eye towards determin
ing heredity and racial classification 
through the magic of their own obser
vations. Sure enough, they discovered 
that there were many more mixed 
blood Ojibwe than had been thought 
before, and the timber companies 
were thus free to start bidding on the 
forests of northern Minnesota. 

Jenks had other unsavory inter
ests as well. He joined Dr. Charles 
Dight as a member in good stand
ing of the state's eugenics move
ment, which Dight, a Minneapolis 
physician, brought to fruition in the 

early 1920s. Joined by other 
esteemed faculty members at 
the University of Minnesota, 
including professor emeritus 

-. Henry Nachtrieb and Dean of 
the Medical School, Dr. Elias 
Lyon, Jenks became part of 
the group that advocated for a 
state law that enforced steril
ization on Minnesota's "imbe-
ciles." It was another means 
to "cleanse" the bloodlines of 
worthy Americans. The state 
eugenics society was a crucial 

lobbyist for a statute that was passed in 1925 and remained on 
the books until the mid-1970s. 

Regardless of his advocating all these notions that feel so 
ugly today, Jenks remained not simply a celebrated member 
of the University of Minnesota faculty, but a respected figure 
in the world of anthropology. In 1918, when the University 
decided to create its first Department of Anthropology, Jenks 
was named the chair. It was a post he would hold for the next 
20 years until his retirement. In the early 1920s, he chaired the 
committee on anthropology and psychology for the National 
Research Council in Washington, D.C. Around the same time, 
he turned down an offer to head the prestigious Bureau of 
American Ethnology. 

Jenks also maintained solid connections with the most well
heeled of the state's elite and was able to draw large-scale fund
ing support for the archaeological interests that dominated the 
last lO years of his academic career. Names like Pillsbury, Bell, 
Backus, Bovey, Gale, Heffelfinger, and Crosby bankrolled Jenks's 
expeditions in the late 1920s to the tune of $25,000 annually-a 
princely sum in the day. One of the trips was to the Mimbres 
Valley in New Mexico where Jenks, some graduate students 



from the U ofM, and a group from Beloit 
College in Wisconsin excavated Mimbres 
pottery; another journey was to Algiers 
and southern France. 

Perhaps Jenks's most well-known 
archaeological associations are with two 
skeletal remains that were unearthed in 
Minnesota in the early 1930s. "Minnesota 
Man," which was ultimately determined 
to be a teenage girl, and "Brown's Valley 
Man" turned out to be two of the old
est human remains ever found in North 
America and drew worldwide archaeo
logical attention to Minnesota. 

Jenks was called upon in both cases to 
determine their age, which he suggested 
was around 15,000 years (they turned out 
to be closer to 8,000 years). Those asser
tions drew instant headlines because they 
were posited remains that challenged 
the standard theory of human habita
tion of the Americas. That was just 2,000 
to 3,000 years, and its chief author was 
Jenks's old friend from the Smithsonian, 
Ales Hrdlicka. 

Squabbles regarding the dating of the 
Minnesota bones (and other finds that 
suggested an earlier theory of habita
tion) were played out for several years in 
publications like Time and Science. They 
animated the last years of Jenks's career 
at the University until his retirement in 
1938. The debate was not completely 
resolved during that time, but the pre
ponderance of evidence suggested that 
Hrdlicka's theories were wrong and that 
humans crossed the Bering Strait much 
earlier than previously assumed. 

The Minnesota remains themselves 
have continued to fuel ongoing mystery 
and discord. The bones of"Brown's Valley 
Man" were reclaimed by William Jensen, 
the amateur archaeologist who originally 
found them, in 1950. They were subse
quently lost in the Jensen home for many 
years, until the family rediscovered them 
in a fruit cellar and sent them, in the late 
1980s, to the state archaeologist's office. 

There they joined "Minnesota 'Man' " 
and became part of the debate over the 
issue of repatriating the remains of thou
sands of indigenous people, which were 
dug up when archaeology had little regard 
for the sanctity of the grave. Efforts to 
return the remains collected by state-affili
ated agencies-including collections at the 
University of Minnesota, the Minnesota 
Historical Society, and the Science Muse-
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urn of Minnesota-to the indigenous peo
ple of Minnesota have been ongoing since 
the mid-1990s. The bones of"Brown's Val
ley Man" and "Minnesota 'Man' " were 
given to the Dakota tribe in 2003. 

Meanwhile, the name of Albert Jenks 
has been largely forgotten at the Uni
versity of Minnesota. Even while Jenks 
was still working, his anthropological 
studies-the theories of physical anthro
pology and Americanization that had 
seemed so important to anthropology 
in the early 20th century-were already 

coming under reassessment by cultural 
anthropologists and modernists appalled 
by the race theories of Nazi Germany. 
Those theories were viewed as moderate
ly embarrassing to the world of anthro
pology before Jenks's death in 1953; they 
would become deeply embarrassing as 
subsequent years passed. • 

Tim Brady is a St. Paul-based writer and 
frequent contributor to Minnesota. He 
shares the hometown of Elroy, Wisconsin, 
with Maud Jenks. 
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Seasoned athletes from a multitude of sports 
have jelled to become Big Ten rowing champs. 
By Sheila Mulrooney Eldred> Photographs by Dan Marshall 

T
all, athletic-looking female students at the University 
of Minnesota, beware: You're a prime recruiting target 
for the rowing team. Since so few high schools have a 
rowing program (also known as crew), most recruiting 
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is done on campus and coaches and team members are legendary 
for spotting former swimmers, cross-country skiers, and volleyball 
players-or any tall, lean woman with long legs, an asset in a rower. 
"At freshman orientation, we'll see someone and say, 'Hey! You! 



Tall girl! Come over here! Do you play any sports?"' says senior 
rower Mary Ann Weinzierl. 

"Rowing has this reputation of being an elitist sport, but it's 
always been a walk-on sport;' says Coach Wendy Davis. "We're 
the one collegiate sport that if your parents didn't have enough 
money to pay for lessons for you to be good enough to get a Divi
sion I scholarship, or if you're from a small town that didn't have 
resources available, well, come to the University of Minnesota and 
you could [go on to become] an Olympian. How cool is that?" 

The University of Minnesota has two rowing seasons, fall 
and spring (October and November and March through early 

June). Races on rivers and lakes include events 
for four- and eight-person boats. The rowers 
sit nearly at water's level in the boats on nar
row seats that glide forward and back on rails. 
Rowing in unison to the count of the coxswain, 
the only member of the team facing forward, 
the rowers power the boat by contracting and 
extending their legs while working the oars. 

Minnesota established its crew team in 
2000 as part of a gender equity requirement 
to help balance the number of male and female 
athletes at the University. And although the 
sport has grown in popularity from 74 col
legiate teams in 1994-95 to 144 NCAA-sanc
tioned teams today, its recruiting methods are 
still unique among varsity sports. 

These days, about 30 percent of Minneso
ta's rowers picked up experience in high school 
with local club teams, but the majority of ath
letes are still transplants from other sports. It 
makes them all the more proud of their success. 
Last year, for the first time, the squad won the 
Big Ten championship and finished sixth at the 
national NCAA meet. Senior Jennifer Barnes 
was named a first-team all-American for a sec
ond year, and rowing's Big 
Ten Athlete of the Year. "A 
lot of people say, 'Oh, your 
team is just a bunch ofwalk
ons,"' Weinzierl says. "But 
they know what it is to win 
Big Tens, to go to NCAAs, 
so now they know we're 
good." 

Last year, a mix of for
mer cross-country skiers, 
softball and basketball play
ers, even marching band 
members, rowed in the 
novice boat, a division for 
athletes in their first year 
of rowing. At the Big Ten 
championship, they placed 

first among novices. "To hear them all screaming [when they 
won] was so amazing," Weinzierl said. "None of them had ever 
rowed before." 

The biggest surprise, athletes usually find, is the intensity of 
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the sport. Senior Lauren Van Proosdy played soccer, basketball, 
and volleyball in high school in Madison, Wisconsin, before try
ing rowing with a club team. "It's the hardest," she says, "because 
you need full-body intensity for a long period of time!' 

Working with a team ofwalk-ons has unexpected advantages. 
These athletes personify the ideal of the student athlete: They 
came to Minnesota to study, and finding a niche in athletics was 
a bonus. At Minnesota, the team's average GPA is 3.24. Weinzierl, 
for example, valedictorian of her high school class and a micro
biology major, had already been admitted to Minnesota's science 
program before she knew about the rowing team. And Barnes is 
a chemical engineering major who earned lO letters for athletics 
and academics in high school. 

Indeed, the team's excitement about the new $4.6 million 
boathouse that architects hail as "elegantly simple" comes 
largely from the fact that it gives the athletes more time to study. 
Designed by HGAArchitects and Engineers in Minneapolis, the 
17,600-square-foot University Boathouse replaces a tent that 
served as boat storage and a trailer that served as a locker room. 
Now, athletes train year-round in an indoor training tank and on 
ergometers with views of the Mississippi. But most important, 
Davis says, the new boathouse maximizes training efficiency. 
"We train for our season-ending race during finals, and for the 
first time ever we were able to get through practice and release 
them early," Davis says. Boats no longer need to be hauled to the 
river. "That extra hour a day adds up to three extra weeks for 
them to be students." 

And then there's the hot showers. "Being able to have a 
shower after practice is amazing, especially in February to be 
able to come in and warm up and change in something bigger 
than a trailer;' Van Proosdy says. 

Despite graduating 14 rowers, including six of the nine from 
the first varsity eight boat (the team's fastest boat), the team has 
high aspirations for the current season. "Once you see something 
happening you feel it's much more achievable," Weinzierl says. 
"There's just this drive this year; motivation like I've never seen 

in four years." 
Returning to the NCAA championships is 

Davis' first goal. Another Big Ten champion
ship along the way is also a goal, although it 
may not seem as assured as last year, when, 
much to Davis's superstitious dismay, a Big 
Ten championship seemed so certain that 
the team's rigger (akin to an equipment man
ager) had a victory banner printed before the 
tournament. "We're still on track to possibly 
win the Big Ten," Van Proosdy says. "We've 
already tasted victory. We're eager to have 
some more and we know the hard work it'll 
take to get there." 

In the meantime, Davis never stops 
recruiting. She sends letters to every incom
ingfemale freshman and admits she's stopped 
promising-looking prospects on the street to 

introduce herself. In other words, if you're tall and athletic and 
not interested in rowing, hide. • 

Sheila Mulrooney Eldred is a Minneapolis-based freelance writer. 
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Sports Notebook 
Gopher Sports News and Notes 
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G
opherfootballcoachTimBrewsterliveduptohisreputationasan 
ace recruiter when he introduced his first official recruiting class 
at the Signing Day'Sota Social on February 6. Brewster wel

comed 31 new Gophers from 16 states, including21 student athletes 
who rank among the top 100 players nationally at their position. 

The 2008 class is the most highly rated class at Minnesota in 
decades and is one of the best in the nation: Rivals.com, a Web site 
that tracks collegiate and professional recruiting, ranked Minne
sota's class No. 17 nationally and No. 3 in the Big Ten. By contrast, 
the average national ranking for Minnesota's recruiting classes 
from 2002 to 2007was 54, according to Rivals.com. The 2008 class 
includes four four-star (on a five-star scale) recruits; from 2002 to 
2007, the team signed only four four-star recruits total. 

The challenge for Brewster and staff is to transform blue-chip 
recruits into a winning team. The Gophers' most urgent need is 
on defense, which last year finished last in the nation, giving up 
518 yards per game. Newcomers will have to contribute immedi
ately if the team hopes to improve on last year's 1-11 record. 

Even as new players walked in the door, two members of 
Brewster's coaching staff headed elsewhere. Defensive coor
dinator Everett Withers, a native of North Carolina, accepted 
a similar job at the University of North Carolina, and director 
of football operations Randy Taylor resigned to pursue other 
opportunities. Ted Roof, head coach at Duke University for the 
past five years, was hired to replace Withers. The Gophers have 
had difficulties retaining defensive coordinators in recent years; 

Stadium Update ...................... 
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Goldy Gopher shows off the Goal Line Club's "Brew's Crew" T-shirt at 
the Signing Day 'Sota Social on February 6. Signing day is when high 
school recruits officially sign on with their chosen colleges. Gopher 
fans from far and wide converged on the Gibson-Nagurski football 
complex for the unveiling of the 2008 recruiting class, Brewster's first. 

Roof is the team's sixth defensive coordinator since 2000. A suc
cessor to Taylor has not yet been hired. 

Gopher baseball coach John Anderson (B.S. '77) was inducted into 
the American Baseball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in January, 
joining former Gopher coaches Dick Siebert and Frank McCor
mick, along with former player and assistant coach Jerry Kindall 
(B.A'59, M.Ed '68). In his record 26 seasons at Minnesota, Ander
son has compiled a .615 overall record in guiding the Gophers to 
20 second-place or better finishes in the conference. He is the 
winningest head coach in Big Ten history. -Cynthia Scott 



UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Don't let life pass you by. 
Your life membership in the UMAA helps 
strengthen the University of Minnesota as 
one of the world's premier public research 
universities. UMAA membership supports: 

• Advocacy for the University at the legislature 
• Alumni activities and member benefits 
• College alumni programs 
• Recognition of distinguished faculty and alumni 
• Student mentoring, career development and events 

Alumni and friends are cordially invited to join us in 

Saluting Excellence in Teaching 
The President and the Board of Regents of the University of Minnesota cordially 
invite alumni and friends to attend a celebration honoring the 2007-08 recipients 
of the University's Distinguished Teaching Awards. These outstanding professors 
become members of the University's Academy of Distinguished Teachers. 

2007-08 Distinguished Teaching Awards Ceremony 

Monday, April 28, 3:30 p.m. • McNamara Alumni Center 
200 Oak Street SE, Minneapolis 

WWW . ALUM NI . U M N . EOU 

RSVP online at www.alumni. umn.edu/ distinguished teaching 

Disability accommodations will be provided upon request. 

The awards are spomored by the Senate Committee on Educational Policy, the Office of the Senior Vice President 
for Academic A.ffoirs and Provost, and the University of Minnesota Alumni Association. 

MINNESOTA 3 5 



Arts&Events 
A Twist on The Wiz 

W
hen students in the University of Minnesota's 
Department of Theatre Arts and Dance pro
posed staging The Wiz this season, the depart

ment leadership wondered if they could actually pull it 
off. "We thought it was cool they wanted to do The Wiz," 
explains Sherry Wagner-Henry, managing director of the 
theater department, "but we wondered if it was something 
we'd be capable of doing casting-wise. There's always been 
this catch-22 of we'd love to do a musical like that, but can 
we cast it?" In 1975, The Wiz-an adaptation ofL. Frank 
Baum's 1900 story, The Wonderful Wizard ofOz (and the 
classic 1939 movie)-opened on Broadway with an all-black 
cast and a score comprised of rock, gospel, and soul music. 

Directed by Geoffrey Holder, a New York actor, dancer 
and choreographer born in Trinidad, the original produc
tion of The Wiz starred 16-year-old singer Stephanie Mills 
as Dorothy, Mabel King as the Wicked Witch of the West, 
Dee Dee Bridgewater as the Good Witch of the South, and 
Andre De Shields as the Wiz. The song "Ease on Down the 
Road" became a classic. In 1978, The Wizwas also released 
as a movie starring Diana Ross as Dorothy. 

"The Wiz is traditionally considered an African Ameri
can musical," Wagner-Henry explains. "As we looked 
around the University, we realized if we were going to cast 
it traditionally from within the department, we probably 
didn't have enough African American students to make 
up that size of a cast." Because of its many high-energy 
musical and dance numbers, the cast can include 25 or 
more performers. 

Taylor told the group he wanted a young African Amer
ican woman for Dorothy. "Otherwise;' he says, "I was com
pletely open. It was never possible that this production 
would have an all-black cast. Just spend five minutes at the 
University and you would know that's impossible." 

Taylor's casting, nonetheless, reflects the increas
ingly multicultural makeup of the student body, as well 
as a playful disregard for casting by gender. "They really 
wanted to mix it up," says Nathan Shrake, who plays the 
Cowardly Lion, says of the directors. "They cast whoever 
they thought talent -wise was the best to make an unbeliev
able show. It'll be fun and really interesting." 

Dorothy is played by Ivory Doublette, who performed 
in High School Musical at the Children's Theater last year 
with Shrake. "Ivory can really sing and she's so willing to 
work hard," says Shrake, who's designing his own musi
cal-theater major at the University. "She has so many songs 
that are awesome; I've loved rehearsing with her." Shrake 
is also excited about Taylor's casting of David Rue as the 
Scarecrow; a young woman, Lynn Suemitsu, as the Tin 
Man; another young woman, Sabrina Crews, as the Wiz; 
and Michael Zimmerman as Evillene, the Wicked Witch 
of the West. 

Adding to the show's allure is input from T. Mychael 
Rambo, a local singer and actor with Penumbra Theater, 
who is the show's assistant director. Uri Sands, co-founder 
of the local dance troupe TU Dance, is choreographing the 
show's dance numbers, including the "Tornado Ballet" 

"At the same time;' Wagner-Henry con
tinues, "because the University Theatre is 
open to the entire University community, 
the cast wouldn't necessarily have to be 
made up of just theater and dance students." 
But there was another concern. Wagner
Henry-who is chair of a committee of fac
ulty, staff, and student representatives called 
the Producers that programs upcoming 
seasons-was hearing that many non-Afri

ul'm not going to beat people over the head 
with notions of identity," says Dominic Taylo0 
who is directing the University Theatre's The Wiz. 
"Still, I want people to be aware of how young black kids 
think about their culture. In this production, home is 
the notion of keeping your culture with you. That's what 
gives Dorothy her power at the end of the piece." 

······· ········· ··· ·· ····· ···· ····· ······· ···· ···· ····· ·· ········ ····· ····· ··· ··· ···· ·· ·· ··· 

can American theater students were worried that the 
directors might want an all-black cast, thus eliminating 
their opportunity to perform in a musical-theater produc
tion for another two years (the U theater stages a musical 
every other year). 

So the department held a town hall type of forum for 
students, staff, and faculty, during which director Dominic 
Taylor discussed his ideas for The Wiz. He explained that 
his concept for the show was "a black girl going to an all
white college''-a fish-out-of-water approach, in which 
a young woman navigates the unknown and makes new 
friends along the way, not unlike the original Oz story. 
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that whisks Dorothy into another world. 
Taylor's other plans for the production include "hints 

of Africa" in the stage props at the beginning of the musical 
while Dorothy's at home with Auntie Em (Tiana Hardy) 
that are blown away by the tornado. The munchkins will 
be Minnesota Gophers, who bestow books on Dorothy, 
the new student. The Tin Woman will be costumed as 
an old computer that lives in the land of forgotten office 
machines. The Scarecrow will be a sort of mad professor 
or "12-year graduate student," Taylor says. And the Wiz 

is a provost. 
As a genre, "the American musical is often constructed 



to make people forget their 
lives" as a form of escap
ist entertainment, Taylor 
says. His version will have 
a serious side. However, he 
continues, "I'm notgoingto 
beat people over the head 
with notions of identity. 
Still, I want people to be 
aware of how young black 
kids think about their cul
ture. In this production, 
home is the notion of keep
ing your culture with you. 
That's what gives Dorothy 
her power at the end of the 
piece." 

At the same time, the 
University Theatre is 
also experiencing this 
production of The Wiz as 
something of a watershed 
moment in its evolution 
toward greater sensitiv
ity on issues such as race. 
"As our theater commu
nity continues to grow and 
more people of color and 
more people with broader 
backgrounds in different 
styles and worlds of theater 
become part of it, we're able 
to bring more diverse titles 
and projects to the table," 
Wagner-Henry says. "Every 
season our offerings are 
changing. What we're look
ing at today is much dif
ferent than what we were 
looking at 10 years ago." 

The Wiz runs Aprilll 
through 19 at the in the 
Stoll Thrust Theater at the 
Rarig Center, 330 21st Ave. 
S., on the West Bank of the 
Minneapolis campus. For 
tickets call612-624-2345 or 
visit www.umn.edu/ umato. 

-Camille LeFevre 

Ivory Doublette 
plays Dorothy and 
Nathan Shrake 
the Cowardly 
Lion in The Wiz 
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Canine Confidential 

It's a Dog's Life ... 
but It's Your Carpet ... 

It's a Dog's Life ... but 
It's Your Carpet 
By Justine Lee 
Three Rivers Press (2008) 

Bookmarks 

J ustine Lee, an assistant clinical professor in 
the College ofVeterinary Medicine, offers 
dog lovers practical advice on caring for 

their dogs-and answers questions they might be 
too embarrassed to ask their pet's veterinarian 
face-to-face. Here is a sampling from her new 
book, subtitled, "Everything you ever wanted to 
know about your four-legged friend:' 

Why do dogs "peel out" [kick up dirt and grass 
with] their back legs after urinating or defecating? 
Dogs have scent glands in their paw pads, and 
often scrape their back legs to mark their territory. 
. . . They're basically trying to tell the next dog that 
they were here and this was "their spot:' 

Do I really have to brush my dog's teeth? Veteri
narians and dentists recommend that you brush 
your dog's teeth as often as possible-some say 
once a day, some say two to three times a week. 
... For dogs, the most important factor in brush
ing is the abrasiveness of the toothbrush .... The 
mechanical scrubbing helps remove the plaque 
that builds up constantly. 

Is my dog's pacemaker from a deceased human? 
[I]t's true that these are often retr ieved from 
deceased humans. While this sounds gross, these 
pacemakers are recycled to help save a life of 
someone hairier and happier! ... We can still 
recycle those used in another animal, as pacemak
ers are a hot commodity and sometimes hard for 
us to get. Don't worry-the pacemakers are well 
sterilized before we even think about putting 
them into another dog. 

Can a Chihuahua and a Great Dane mate? If it's 
physically possible, then it's physically possible . 
What more can I say? ... Just remember that 

. it's always safer to breed a small male to a larger 
mother, as this decreases the risk of mom requir
ing a C-section. 

Can I eat my dog's biscuits? Yup. Just ask Mel 
Gibson. In Lethal Weapon, he makes quite an 
impression by munching on a few Milk-Bones 
to win over a Rottweiler. That said, we don't 
normally advocate that our clients eat their own 
dogs' biscuits. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------

The Genius of C. Walton Lillehei 
and the True History of 
Open Heart Surgery 
By Daniel A. Goor, M .D. 
Vantage Press (2007) 

Lillehei was a bril
liant heart surgeon 
who performed the 
world's first open 
heart surgery at the 
University of Min
nesota in the 1950s. 
He was also an enig
matic and controver
sial personality who 
alienated many of 
his colleagues and 
peers. Goor, a former 

student of Lillehei's, acknowledges the com
plexities of Lillehei's psyche but argues that 
politics within the medical profession led to 
the unjust sullying of his reputation by col
leagues who were envious of his genius or 
were merely offended by what they viewed 
as his arrogance. 
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The Great Starvation Experiment: 
Ancel Keys and the Men 
Who Starved for Science 
By Todd Tucker 
University of Minnesota Press ( 2007) 

Near the end of 
World War II, 36 
conscientious objec
tors volunteered to 
be systemat ically 
starved for renowned 
scientist Ance l 
Keys's study at the 
University of Min
nesota in the base
ment of Memorial 
Stadium. The study's 
goal was to find the 

best way to rehabilitate starving people in 
war-ravaged Europe and Asia. Tucker's book 
tells the story. 

Hated Ideas and the 
American Civil War Press 
By Hazel Dicken-Garda and Giovanna 
Deii'Orto (B.A. '98, M.A. '00, Ph.D. '04) 
Marquette Books (2007) 

HATED)DEAS 
; AMERitAN 
[1m WAR PREss 

A cherished principle 
in American journal
ism is the notion that 
unpopular and even 
hated ideas deserve 
First Amendment pro
tection. Media histori
ans Dicken-Garcia, a 
journalism professor, 
and Deii'Orto ana lyze 
newspaper coverage 
ofhatedideas--such 
as abolitionism and 

slavery--during the American Civil War to 
explore whether this principle has always 
existed, including dur ing t imes of crisis. 
They found that the Civil War strengthened 
the idea of journalism's responsibility to the 
public but that editors "consistently sup
ported the larger political system over any 
professional journalism ideology, the 'com
mon good' over individual rights, and military 
'discretion' over constitutional principles." 



The Hidden Power 
of the American Dream 
By Giovanna Deii'Orto 
(B.A. '98, M.A. '00, Ph.D. '04) 
Praeger Security International (2007) 

Through analysis of 
thousands of West
ern European media 
articles and govern
ment publications 
about the United 
States, Deii'Orto 
shows what the 
essence of America 
is to non-Americans 
and why that mat
ters to Americans in 
a very practical way. 

With the subtitle "Why Europe's Shaken 
Confidence in the United States Threatens 
the Future of U.S. Influence," the book argues 
that the answer to the question of where 
do we go from here-now that the United 
States is indisputably the world's biggest 
power-lies in whether non-Americans 
keep believing in the American dream. Only 
if that dream continues to be the root of 
America's power can America not go the 
way of all other superpowers in history: 
down and out. 

Swallow the Ocean 
By Laura Flynn (M.F.A. '06) 
Counterpoint (2008) 

Swallow 
In her memoir set 
in San Francisco in 
the 1970s, Flynn 
recounts her moth
er's slow spiral into 
mental illness while 
she and her sisters 
united to survive. 
Flynn's mother had 
been an adventur
ous bohemian in 
the 1950s and '60s 
before she became 

unhinged by what was later diagnosed as 
paranoid schizophrenia. Family life became 
bizarrely unpredictable as her mother 
became attached to stranger and stranger 
notions and her father moved out and filed 
for divorce. What could have been a cata
strophic childhood is instead a tale of resil
ience and determination. 

Symphonic Aspirations: German 
Music and Politics, 1900-1945 
By Karen Painter 
Harvard University Press (2008) 

Painter, associate professor of music, exam
ines the politicization of musical listen
ing in Germany and Austria, showing how 
nationalism, anti-Semitism, liberalism, and 
socialism profoundly affected the experi
ence of serious music. Germans have long 
claimed the symphony as a pillar of their 
modern national culture. With the embrace 
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of the Great War, the 
humiliation of defeat, 
and the ensuing eco
nomic turmoil, music 
evolved from the most 
abstract to the most 
political of the arts. 
More than compos
ers or musicians, crit
ics were responsible 
for this politicization 
of music, aspiring to 

change how music was heard and under
stood. Painter traces changes in the critical 
discourse that reflected but also contributed 

to the historical conditions of World War I 
and the Nazi regime. 

The World Historian as Poet 
By David Kopf 
North Star Press of St. Cloud (2006) 

Kopf is a world traveler, poet, and professor 
emeritus in the department of history at the 
University of Minnesota. In this collection 
of poems, drawn from previous scholarly 
work, his travels, and his rich inner life, he 
seeks to validate poetry as a legitimate 
means of deepening our understanding of 
world history. 

Renewable energy resources like wind, water, refuse and biomass make sense for our 
environment. And our future. That's why Xcel Energy is the number one wind utility in the 
nation. It's why we operate 28 hydroelectric plants, generating enough energy to serve half 
a million typical homes. It's why we're ahead of the curve on creating energy from sources 
like wood waste, garbage and organic fuels. That's more than stewardship. It's leadership. 
For more information on renewable energy, visit xcelenergy.com. 

(l Xcel Energy• 

Your Life . Our Energy. 
x c e I e ner gy. com 
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Water, Water, 
Everywhere 
.......... .. ...... ............. ....... ........ ....... .... 

U !ric Gibson's hunger for education 
has helped him slake the world's 
thirst By the time he retired from 

a long career in public health, Gibson 
(M.S. '62, Ph.D. '70) had become the per
son responsible for helping to bring safe, 
clean water to much of the developing 
world. On AprillO, Gibson will be rec
ognized for his accomplishments with 
a University of Minnesota Outstanding 
Achievement Award at the School of 
Public Health Alumni Gala. "I am thrilled 
and so is my family," Gibson says. "I do 
feel like water chose me and I'm certainly 
glad it did because I've been able to help 
so many people." 

Gibson grew up in Georgetown, Guy
ana, a tropical country on the northern 
coast of South America. A bright, studi
ous child, he graduated from high school 
early, at age 13. His parents lacked the 
money to send him to college, but with 
the help of a caring teacher he won a 
scholarship to Queen's College, a boy's 
school in Guyana. "He was the best 
teacher I ever had," Gibson recalls. "He 
told me to study science and said if I did 
it would help position me to win more 
scholarships in the future." 

His teacher was right. Gibson's next 
scholarship took him to the University 
of Edinburgh, Scotland, where he stud
ied civil engineering. After graduating 
with honors, Gibson returned to Guyana 
to work in the water supply division of 
public works. He liked the job but knew 
he needed more education to really make 
a difference in his country, where clean 
water was in short supply. 

In 1961, Gibson won a fellowship to attend the University of 
Minnesota School ofPublic Health. In 1966, the U.S. Agency for 
International Development commissioned the school to write an 
instruction manual on water wells. Gibson was selected to lead 
the project and became the primary author of the Water Well 
Manual, a plainly written guide that, for the first time, helped 
families in developing countries create their own sources of 
clean drinking water. 

"The manual was important because it clearly explained 
through words and illustrations how to dig safe wells and do 
things like drill in areas that were just sand and clay," Gibson 
says. The manual continues to be used worldwide. 
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After finishing his Ph.D., Gibson returned to Guyana and founded 
the Guyana Water Authority, which broughtrunningwaterto many 
Guyanese homes for the first time. He also created a degree pro
gram in public health engineering at the University of Guyana that 
was modeled after the U's curriculum. Later in his career, Gibson 
worked with nongovernmental health organizations and private 
U.S. companies, overseeing environmental safety projects. 

Gibson retired in the late 1990s. Now, he and his wife enjoy 
doting on their four grandchildren while dividing their time 
between homes in Maryland and Florida. "I like to say I'm in 
child development now," Gibson jokes. "That's my new job." 

-Me leah Maynard (B.A. '91) 



CONGRATULATIONS! 

YOU ARE READING 
AN AWARD-WINNING 

PUBLICATION. 

THANK YOU FOR READING MINNESOTA
AND FOR RECOGNIZING EXCELLENCE. 
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Heart 
Pioneer to 
Headline 
2008Annual 
Celebration 

The University of Minnesota 
cardiac researcher whose scientific 
breakthrough generated international 
acclaim earlier this year will be the 
keynote speaker at the 2008 University 
ofMinnesota Alumni Association 
Annual Celebration May 29. Doris Taylor 
recently led a team that created a beating heart by 
removing all of the cells from an animal cadaver 
heart and reseeding it with live cells. Within eight 
days, the new heart was pumping. "Going forward, 
our goal is to use a patient's stem cells to build a 
new heart;' says Taylor, director of the Center for 
Cardiovascular Repair and Medtronic Bakken 
professor of medicine and physiology. 

Alumnus Earl Bakken (B.S. '48), founder 
ofMedtronic and inventor of the world's first 
wearable battery-powered pacemaker, will 
introduce Taylor. 

Plan now to take advantage of this exceptional 
opportunity to hear from one of the University's 
world-class researchers. A reception and dinner 
begin at 5:30p.m. on Northrop Mall. The program 
begins at 7:30p.m. in Northrop Auditorium. 
Tickets are available for the dinner and program 
or the program only. Cost for a table of10 is 
$600 for Alumni Association members ($750 
for nonmembers) and single tickets are $70 for 
members ($85 for nonmembers). Program-
only tickets are $30 for members ($40 for 
nonmembers) and student tickets are $10. Tickets 
may be purchased at www.alumni.umn.edu/ ACOB 
or 612-624-2345. 

The Power 
.<:?.f .~~.~~Y. .. ... .. ..... ............... . 
More than 300 University alum
ni and friends gathered at the 
McNamaraAlumni Center Janu
ary 23 for the annual Legislative 
Briefing, which unveiled details of this 
year's $225.5 million capital request. 
The evening's theme was storytelling; 
President Bob Bruininks emphasized 
that the future of the state is intimately 
tied to the future of the University and 
urged participants to put a face on the 
University by sitting down with legisla
tors and telling about how the U has 
helped shape their lives. 'We know the U 
makes a difference, and that's something 
we need to tell," Bruininks said. In this 
photograph Douglas Williams, a junior 
political science major at the University 
ofMinnesota-Morris, shared his story of 
coming to the University from his home
town of Suffolk, Virginia, and discovering 
a passion for social policy and political 
science. 

The cornerstone of the Universi
ty's request is $100 million in funds to 
address safety and maintenance issues 
in the U's 800-plus buildings and 28 mil
lion square feet of building space. The 
funding would help replace or renovate 
obsolete classrooms and laboratories, 
upgrade technology, fix roofs, windows, 
walls, and mechanical and electrical 
systems. 

Douglas Williams, a 
junior at the University of 
Minnesota-Morris, shared 
his story at the Legislative 
Briefing. 

" ~----------------------------------------------------------~ 
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Few topics generate as much passion and 
debate these days as global climate change 
and the development of biofuels. Doug Tiffany 
(B.S. '74, M.S. '77), research fellow in applied economics 
at the University of Minnesota, asserts that we are 
entering a time when policymakers are concerned not 
only about the development of alternative fuels, but 
also ensuring that environmentally friendly processes 
are used to make them. The 2007 Energy Bill, for 
example, effectively banned further construction of 
coal-fired ethanol plants due to the high amounts of 
greenhouse gases released in the production and use 
of ethanol from such plants. Corn ethanol plants, he 
says, are capable of using cornstalks and other biomass 
instead of fossil fuels to meet their energy needs and 
reduce their carbon footprint. 

Tiffany will be the keynote speaker at the 2008 
Classes Without Quizzes on AprilS, the popular 
half-day public event hosted by the College of Food, 
Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences Alumni 
Society. For the past 13 years, Tiffany has worked on 
energy-related topics, including the economics of 
using biodiesel to reduce emissions in underground 
mines, ethanol plant economics, and the impacts of 
the Kyoto Accord on Midwestern agriculture. 

Other sessions will cover honeybees, the survival 
of trout streams, landscape plants, and the intricacies 
of making chocolate. Classes Without Quizzes begins 
at 8:30a.m. on April S on the St. Paul campus and pre
registration is required. For more information and to 
register, go to www.cfans.umn.edu/cwq. 
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HAPPENINGS 

BAY AREA CHAPTER 
"Frederic Church, Winslow Homer, and 
Thomas Moran: Tourism and the American 
Landscape" Exhibit 
March 29 from noon to 1 p .m. at the Cantor Arts 
Center, Stanford University 

BOSTON CHAPTER 
Big 10 Golf Tournament 
May 18 at Stow Acres 

CHICAGO CHAPTER 
Hands-on cooking class 
April26 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Flavour 
Cooking School 

Chicago Art Weekend 
May 9-11 or 12 at the Art Institute of Chicago 

DISTINGUISHED TEACHING AWARDS 
April28 from 3:30 to 6 p.m. at the McNamara 
Alumni Center 

LOS ANGELES/ORANGE COUNTY CHAPTER 
A Night at the Pasadena Symphony 
Apri/12, time TED 

Gopher Happy Hour 
May 15 from 5:30 to 9:30p.m. at Libertine 

MENTOR CONNECTION APPRECIATION 
RECEPTION 
April16 from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at the McNamara 
Alumni Center 

PUGET SOUND CHAPTER 
Visit by Robert Elde, dean of the College of 
Biological Sciences 
March 13, location TED 

Visit to Bloedel Nature Reserve and 
Bainbridge Winery 
May 31, time TEA 

ROCHESTER CHAPTER 
Lecture on climate change by Mark Seeley 
March 19 at 7 p.m. in Room 417, University 
Square 

SENIOR SEND-OFF 
Apri/2 from noon to 1:30 p.m. at McNamara 
Alumni Center 

SOUTH CENTRAL MINNESOTA CHAPTER 
Home Energy Conservation Program 
April24 at 7 p.m. at South Central College, 
Mankato 

WASHINGTON, D.C., CHAPTER 
Reception with Congressman Keith Ellison 
March 31 from 6-8 p.m. at Cannon House Office 
Building 

LIVE PERFORMANCE OF 
A PRAIRIE HOME COMPANION 
May 24 at 5:15p.m. at Wolf Trap Center for the 
Performing Arts 

The UMAA travel 
program welcomes 
all alumni and 
friends of the 
University-and 
their family and 
friends-on our 
tours. 
Jewels of the 
Danube 
April28-May 6 

Italy: Sorrento and 
Orvieto 
April29-May 10 

Voyage of 
the Western 
Mediter ranean 
Apri/30-May 8 

Alpine Mountains 
and Lakes 
May12-20 

Village Life in 
Tuscany 
May17-25 

Celtic Lands 
May 24-June 4 

Sailing Around 
Italy 
May 31-June 11 

Poland 
June1-9 

Cruising the 
Baltic Sea and the 
Norwegian Fjords 
June 20-July 2 

Chianti in a Tuscan 
Villa 
July6-14 

Italy's Magnincent 
Lake District 
July8-16 

New York City 
and the Historic 
Hudson Valley 
July11-17 

Normandy and 
Brittany 
July12-23 

Aspen Adventure 
August 17-24 

For more 
information on 
these and other 
trips, call612-626-
4707 or visit www. 
alumni.umn.edu/ 
travel. 



Remembering a 
Trailblazing Alumna 

Peggy Craig (B.S. '43, 
M.D. ' 45), the first woman to 
serve as national president of the 
Alumni Association and a former 
University of Minnesota Regent, 
died on January 13 in St. Louis Park, 
Minnesota, at age 86. Craig served 
as president from 1977 to 1978. 
A pediatrician who was also the 
first woman to be president of the 
medical staff at Methodist Hospital 
in St. Louis Park, Craig was one of 
three women to graduate in her 
medical school class. She was also 
the first female president of the 
Minnesota Medical Association. 
But she insisted she was no pioneer. 
The University presented her with 
its Outstanding Achievement 
Award in 1995. 

Peggy 
Craig 

GREAT CONVERSATIONS 

Set aside a couple of Tuesday 
evenings for some lively 
conversation. The 2008 Great 
Conversations next program 
is May 13 with a conversation 
on "Defending Human Rights" 
between Kerry Kennedy, an 
international human rights 
activist and author, and 
Barbara Frey, director of the 
Human Rights Program in 
the University of Minnesota 
College of Liberal Arts. The 
June 3 conversation, "Revenge 
of the Right Brainers;' will 
feature best-selling business
book author Daniel Pink and 
Darlyne Bailey, dean of the 
College of Education and 
Human Development. The 
conversations take place at 
7:30 p.m. at the Ted Mann 
Concert Hall on the West 
Bank Single tickets for Alumni 
Association members are 
$23.50; all others pay $28.50. 
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National President 

Big Topics at Minne-College 

D
id you know that 40 percent of Minnesota's more than 14,000 lakes are considered 
unclean? Deborah Swackhamer, professor of occupational and environmental 
health at the University of Minnesota, described the condition of Minnesota's 

waters for attendees at the Minne-College in Naples, Florida, this past January. More 
important, however, Swackhamer explained that University and state agencies are working 
together to create a comprehensive statewide conservation and preservation plan that will 
help secure the future ofMi1mesota's waters as well as other natural resources. 

As national president of the Alumni Association, I attend a 
great variety of events where I learn about the world-chang
ing research conducted by U faculty. Thanks to the strength of 
our Southwest Florida Chapter, the Minne-College program 
attracted 150 alunmi and friends to hear from five U researchers, 
making it the largest educational event the Alumni Association 
has ever held on the road. 

Keynote speaker Karen Ashe, professor of neurology and 
neuroscience, made headlines last year when she and colleagues 
discovered that mice with brain atrophy similar to Alzheimer's 
disease could recover the ability to remember. We learned how 
this breakthrough might lead to better prevention and treatment 

of Alzheimer's. Tom LaSalle (B.A. '72) 
Kathleen Thomas, professor of child development, showed us 

brain scans of typical children and children with birth complications and explained how 
the remarkable differences in their brains' anatomies related to the children's attention 
and memory skills. Thomas also discussed her research addressing the short- and long
term effects of diabetic pregnancy on a child's brain function. Thomas and colleagues have 
found that some of these children experience prenatal iron deficiency associated with 
long-term changes in memory function. However, she also demonstrated that children's 
developing brains can actually adapt and compensate for many early risk factors. 

Jane Davidson, professor of mechanical engineering, explained how she and her col
leagues are working to tap the potential of solar energy. They are developing ways to pro
duce cost -efficient solar heating units made of plastic instead of copper and glass, and are 
researching how to use solar heat to produce hydrogen from water. While hydrogen has 
great potential as an environmentally clean fuel, producing it efficiently poses a significant 
challenge. The sun might hold the key. (Read more about Davidson's-and other U faculty 
members' -renewable energy research beginning on page 18.) 

And from Mark Seeley, professor of soil, water, and climate, we learned that Minnesota 
is experiencing higher, more tropical-like dewpoint conditions and that the state's winters 
are getting shorter, with earlier ice-out dates on our lakes. 

The researchers who participated in Minne-College were drawn to the University of 
Minnesota because they believe they can do their best work here. To reach the U ofM's goal 
ofbecoming a top three public research university, the U must support these outstanding 
researchers and recruit more. As alunmi and friends of the University, we play a vital role 
in helping the U ofM reach the top three. Minne-College was an example of how we can 
come together not only to see old friends and socialize, but also to learn about the crucial 
issues of the day from some of the world's best teachers. 

To learn more about Alumni Association events, benefits, and programs and how to 
support the important work ofU researchers, visit www.alumni.umn.edu. • 

The other University partners in the Minne-College program were the College ofEducation and 

Human Development; College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences; School of 
Public Health; Institute ofTechnology; and the Minnesota Medical Foundation. 
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School of Public Health Alumni Gala and Fundraiser 
......................... ................... ....... ............. ... -............................................................... ... .. ... ....... ...... .................. . . 

Richard Carmona 

Tee Time 

Alumni of the School of Public Health have been helping students gain valuable experi
ence through the school's mentoring program for more than a decade. Now, its alumni society board 
is asking alumni to support students' educational pursuits by contributing to the School of Public 
Health Alumni Scholarship, a new endowed scholarship initiative. 

To kick off the effort, the School of Public Health is hosting an Alumni and Friends Scholarship 
Gala on April10 at the Nicollet Island Inn and Pavilion in Minneapolis as part of National Public 
Health Week. A reunion begins at 3 p.m., major-specific social hours at 5 p.m., and the gala fund
raiser-featuring keynote speaker Richard Carmona, U.S. surgeon general from 2002 to 2006-at 6 
p.m. Tickets are $55, and proceeds will benefit the Alumni Scholarship fund. 

The alumni society board hopes to raise enough money to apply for the President's Scholar
ship Match, a University-wide program that matches scholarship dollars, doubling the impact for 
students. To purchase tickets, and for more information, go to www.sphumn.edu/carmona. 

Golfers and would-be golfers can take advantage of the discounted rates Alumni Association members receive at the Les Bolstad University 
of Minnesota Golf Course, one of the most beautiful public courses in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area. A 2008 season pass for members is $1,145, a 
savings of $155. The pass includes greens fees for the season and the ability to reserve weekend tee times prior to the general public. Mondays are 

U Day at the golf course, and Alumni Association members receive $9 off the regular $28 Monday single-round rate. 
Lined with majestic trees and dotted with strategic sand and water hazards, the 6,100-yard course near the St. Paul 
campus provides golfers with great opportunities to hone their skills. 

Alumni Association members are also eligible to join the University of Minnesota Men's Golf Club, which 
welcomes women and offers its members the opportunity to play competitively. Tournaments, most of them 
handicapped flighted, are held every two weeks from late April to early October at the Les Bolstad Golf Course. 
According to membership chairperson Scott Stanley (B.S. '99), the club is one of the largest in Minnesota, with 
more than 400 members, providing ample opportunity to compete at your desired level. A new one-year mem
bership is $75 for the public, $50 for U staff, and $35 for U students. For information, visit www.umn.edu/golfclub, 
or call612-627-4000. 

Designs on the Future 

Seventeen College of Design 
seniors debuted their clothing 
designs during the "Abandon Your 
Threads" fashion show on February 
2 at the McNamara Alwnni Center. 
These new designers showcased a 
wide array of fashions, including 
wedding gowns, men's wear, and 
sustainable clothing, one of the 
hottest trends in fashion design. 
Among the sustainable clothing 
featured was a line for young 
women that uses organic natural
fiber fabric and another that uses 
discarded garments to eliminate 
fabric costs. The 40th annual event 
typically sells out, and this year was 
no exception, with 800 people in 
attendance. The College of Design 
Alwnni Society hosted a reception 
during the show. 
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Trials are no error. 

U of M political science regents professor Kathryn 
Sikkink and her students research human rights regimes, 
transitional justice, and the role of nongovernmental 
organizations. Some scholars believe that the threat of 
prosecution can undermine human rights by entrenching 
repressive governments and keeping insurgents away from 
peach talks. Sikkink's research suggests the contrary-that 
human rights trials actually lead to fewer human rights 
violations in the long run. So standing up for human rights 
is always the best thing to do. So the search continues. 
Learn more at umn.edu. 

IVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 



Enhance Your 
Career with 
Management 
and Leadership 
Courses from CCE 

The U of M College of 
Continuing Education (CCE) 
presents Management 
Development Learning Center 
certifi cate programs: 

Developed through research 
on core competencies for 
successful managers and 
leaders. these certifcates 
provide a solid foundation 
of knowledge that can be 
put to use in the workplace 
immediately. 

Current and new 
certificates include: 

• Business Writing 
• Essential Management 
• Essential Supervision 
• Human Resource Management 
• Project Management 
• Successful Managers 

Leadership Program 

www.cce.umn.edu/ 
certificateprograms 
612-624-4000 

UMAA members receive discounts 
on many CCE programs, 
including I 0% off on 
continuing professional 

educa tion courses. 
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Chief Executive Officer 

The Heart of the Matter 

W hen the news broke that University of Minnesota researchers had recon
structed a rat's heart and that it was beating in a laboratory jar, my own 
heart skipped a beat. Then it swelled with pride. This breakthrough offers 

hope that medicine's dream of growing new tissue to repair human hearts and other 
organs might come true. 

Within hours, news of the U's discovery was heralded all over the world by 
leading biomedical and tissue engineering authorities. "We've opened the door 

Doris Taylor (left) holds a pig heart while the 
reconstructed rat heart beats in the illuminated 
jar between her and Margaret Carlson. Taylor 
will address alumni and friends at the Alumni 
Association's annual celebration on May 29. 
See page47. 

to the notion that any organ can 
be made. It's really been just sci
ence fiction until now," says lead 
scientist Doris Taylor, director of 
the U's Center for Cardiovascular 
Repair and the Medtronic Bak
ken professor of medicine and 
physiology. 

Recruiting Doris Taylor from 
Duke University a few years ago 
was a huge coup for the Uni 
versity. Attracting top-notch 
researchers takes time-at least 
two years-and state-of-the-art 
laboratory space. The problem 
is that the University has virtu
ally no space left to offer other 

research superstars. The Academic Health Center has simply run out of room. Even 
Taylor doesn't have enough space to expand her research. 

The University has come up with an innovative plan to solve this dire problem. 
The Minnesota Biomedical Research Program calls for the state legislature to create 
a fast -track bonding process to build four major bioscience research buildings in the 
next decade. This is a smart plan that is vitally necessary to fulfill University President 
Bob Bruininks' vision to make the U ofM one of the world's top three public research 
universities. 

The Minnesota Biomedical Research Program would provide the kind of reliable, 
steadfast financial support that is needed to recruit and retain top researchers. The 
Medical Biosciences Building, funded by the 2006legislature and scheduled to open 
in fall 2009, is the first of the four buildings but is already committed to expanding 
research of Alzheimer's, cancer immunology, and muscle disease. 

The U of M has taken a huge step toward building a new human heart with a 
patient's own cells. Taylor and colleagues believe that one day they'll be able to recon
struct lungs, livers, kidneys, muscles, pancreases, and other organs and tissues-saving 
millions of lives. "It would be more than a shame, it would be a travesty, to lose the 
opportunity to build the first functional organ due to lack of resources," Taylor says. 

Just imagine what U researchers could do if they had sufficient resources. 
It is up to the leadership of this state to move medical innovation at the University 

forward. The legislature will vote on the Minnesota Biomedical Research Program 
this spring, and the U needs alumni and friends to speak out on behalf of this critical 
funding request. Every single one of us knows someone who has suffered or even 
died from a disease for which the University, with adequate state support, might very 
well discover a cure. 

Please visit www.SupportTheUumn.edu to learn how to contact your legislators 
today. Tell them that with their help, Minnesota can keep changing the world of 
medicine. -Margaret Sughrue Carlson (Ph.D. '83) 
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This limited edition Nickelodeon 
Universe commemorative 
bag is available for $25 and 
includes a 20-point ride 
pass which is valued at $20. 
Proceeds from all bag sales 
and Nick Kick-Off Breakfast will 
benefit the University Pediatrics 
Foundation, an affiliate 
of the Minnesota Medical 
Foundation . The University 
Pediatrics Foundation supports 
the University of Minnesota's 
Department of 
Pediatrics, which 
works to improve 
children's health 
worldwide. 
Learn more at 
www.upf.umn.edu. 

University 
Pediatrics 

Foundation 

~ 2(X)B Viocom International Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
Sponge Bob SquarePonts created by Stephen Hillenburg. 



UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATIO 

History in the Making 

January 28, 2008 marked another significant milestone in the construction of TCF Bank 
Stadium as the first sections of steel were set into place. Overa ll, 8,800 tons of steel will 
be utilized to form the structure of the stadium . 

TCF is proud to be associated with the University of Minnesota and this exciting new chapter 
in Golden Gophers5M history. We look forward to bringing you updates as construction 
progresses on TCF Bank Stadium, the new football home of your Golden Gophers. 

Get your Alumni account today! 
www.tdbank.com/goldengopher 

TCF. 
BANK 

Since 1923 

Open 7 Days,.,, 

©2007 TCF National Bank. Member FDIC. "Golden Gophers" IS a mark of the University of Minnesota used under license. www.tcfbank.com. 

Official Stadium Title Sponsor 


