


He's more than 
a pediatric specialist. 

Abe Jacob, M.D. 
Pediatrician 

He's an innovator. 
Part of a superb group of pediatric specialists, he and his colleagues 

are among the nation's best at caring for premature babies and 

advancing new treatments for childhood obesity, heart abnormalities 

and a wide range of other conditions. They are mothers. Fathers. 

Pioneers. Offering hope for a better tomorrow. This is more than 

health care ... it's academic medicine, and it's at the University of 

Minnesota Children's Hospital. 

For more information, visit us at thisismore.org. 
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Welcome to the 
Radisson University 
Hotel - Minneapolis 
located in the heart of the 
U of M East Bank campus! 

RADISSON UNIVERSITY HOTEL 

Stay with us on your next visit 
to the University of Minnesota. 

UMAA members receive: 
• special room rates*, ranging 
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beverage in the University 
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• rooms featuring the Sleep 
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making a room reservation. 
*rates vary per season 

Visit: www.radisson.com/ 
univ_minneapolis 

Call: 612-319-8888 or 
1-800-333-3333 
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li has been a premier destination for shopping 

the world's lop designers in Minneapolis since 1948. 

we are commilled lo continuing that tradition 

today, and into the future. 
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A scholarshiQ 
changed my life. 
Scholarships did more than make it possible for Destiny 

Peery to go to college. They connected her with a mentor 

who ensured that Destiny got the opportunities she needed 

to challenge herself, fostering an interest in social psychol

ogy. Destiny now plans to pursue graduate work in psy

chology and law and reach on a college level. The U of M 

Scholarship Drive, the largest effort in our history to ratse 

scholarship support, is ensuring 

we can help more students 

like Destiny. 

And now you can double the 

impact of an endowment gift. 

Call 612-624-3333 or visit 

www.giving. umn.edu 
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e_A_iming for leadership? Our student-led 
businesses give new meaning to "career trajectory." 

Manage a mu lt imi ll ion-doll ar investment fund . 

Consult top management on key initiatives. Work with 

entrepreneurs to vet a new venture. Or help create a 

brand identity for a multinational company. The 

nationally-ranked Carlson School of Management 
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access to valuable leadership experiences. 
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SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
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What have 
you done 
with your 
potential 
lately? 
Organizations are seeking to hire 
and promote employees who have 
the latest knowledge. Tap into the 
U of M's cutting-edge expertise 
with professional development 
courses and certificate programs 
in the areas of human resources, 
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Programs also can be quickly 
customized to fit your company's 
unique needs and conveniently 
delivered on-site at your organization. 

Contact the College of Continuing 
Education for more information or to 
request a catalog. 

Visit: 
www.cce.umn.edu/getahead 

Call : 
612-624-4000 
Financial aid is available. The University of Minnesota 
is an equal opportunity edocator and employer. 
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Editor's Note 

Something out ofNothing 

Middle-school kids filtered into the youth-group room at a south Min
neapolis church, and I, with my checklist, tried to guess who was who. 
"Are you ... Jacob?" I asked a boy standing in the doorway holding what 

looked like a lunch box. 
"Yeah," he replied and walked over to stand against the wall. 
"And you're ... Daniel?" I asked the next boy, carrying a similar box. 
"Uh-huh," he mumbled. 
"This must be Nichelle," I said to a girl who hesitated before striding in. I guessed 

right. Seven Tronix Team kids who'd made boom boxes out oflunchboxes had arrived 
as scheduled; just a few more and the photographer could begin shooting. 

It was 95 degrees outside and 94 in the room. I was hot 
and perspiring, mainly because I hadn't been around this 
many pre-teens in three decades. I experienced a flash of 
insecurity. Do they think I'm cool? What do they think of 
my shoes? Would they want to hang out with me? 

What was I thinking? I shook it off, reminding myself 
that I don't mean anything to these kids. I'm just an aging 
woman with a checklist. Another girl ambled into the room 
and I conferred with my papers. "Are you ... Latesha?" 

"NO!" she said indignantly, as ifl'd asked if she had a 
problem with bathing, and then hurried to lose herself in 
the crowd. Apparently what I say or do does mean some
thing to the younger set. I had singled this girl out and 

Shelly Fling made her feel that she wasn't where she should be. 
I back pedaled, telling her how happy I was that she 

could be there, and then herded tl1e group into place for the photo .The kids acted a 
bit bored; an onlooker might have wondered if they hadn't canceled important com
mitments to be there. But I knew better. A few days earlier when I called their homes 
and asked them to come, they'd said sure, they'd love to, just name the time. 

But these were the kids I could find. A half dozen phone numbers in my stack of 
40 permission forms were discOimected or were emergency contact names of rela
tives who didn't know what I was talking about when I explained that the magazine 
was featuring kids who had made MP3 players-from soldering wires to installing 
speakers-out of plastic lunch boxes. I was worried that no kids would show but more 
worried for those who seemed to disappear or go unnoticed. 

One of the girls flipped on her boom box, emitting an apparently popular song. 
The group loosened up and the camera clicked. A half hour later, I was relieved that 
we would have great photos for our cover and thanked the kids for being there. They 
left with an air of ennui, but my job was done. Then Steve Birth, who founded Tronix 
Team to interest kids in science and engineering, handed me a stack of short essays 
written by his campers about their experience. I took these home to read. 

None wrote tl1at they fow1d the project boring or uncool. "I realized that I can 
really pursue something that I thought I couldn't do," wrote one. "I wonder if this 
experience could help in my later career. That would mean so much to me," confided 
another. "I learned that you can do anything if you put your mind to it," wrote some
one else. "I learned how to make something out of nothing!" exclaimed another. 

If you're walking down the street and you see kids listening to their lunch boxes, 
ask them if they made them. And ask them what they're going to make next. • 

Sbelly Fling can be reacbed at fling003@umn.edu. 
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WAR DIARY 
Tim Brady's story about "Iron Mike" and 
the men who voluntarily interrupted their 
college educations to fight in the Spanish
American War [May-June] included the 
photographs of four of the men who died 
in the War. My grandfather, Bjorn B. (B.B.) 
Gislason (L.L.B. 1900), was one of the vol
unteers and served in the 13th Minnesota 
Regiment in the Phi lippines. He named 
one of his three sons Harry Sidney Payson 
Gislason (L.L.B. 1935), in honor of Harry 
Currier, Sidney Pratt, and Payson Caldwell, 
three of the four men on the Ariel cover 
who died. 

From the day he decided to enlist, 
B.B. kept a diary and took photographs. 
He wrote of telling the dean of the Law 
School of his decision to leave school, after 
which he took his final exam in contracts. 
He wrote of the U boys who enlisted being 
visited by University President Northrop 
who rebuked them for their "momentary 
enthusiasm." He wrote of the regiment 
being addressed by Governor Clough after 
marching to the capitol, of a parade down 
Eighth Street to Nicollet Avenue and down 

icollet to Washington Avenue. Also in the 
parade were "the boys of'61," Minnesota 
veterans of the Civil War who were cel
ebrating their 37th anniversary. 

From Camp Ramsey in St. Paul they 
transported by train to San Francisco. B.B. 
wrote of the vastly more liberal "lovemak
ing" in California than that in Minnesota. 
They set sail for Manila on}w1e 27, 1898. 

His diary ends on August 12, 1898, 
followed by swnmaries of current articles 
about Philippino history and geography. 
Subsequent volwnes have been lost. We do 
know that B.B. returned to the Law School 
without many of his student comrades, and 
he was graduated in 1900. 

The men in Brady's article were all vol
unteers, who left their personal pursuits to 
serve their country in what is now a con
troversial war. The University's men and 
women continue to serve and sacrifice for 
their country more than a century later. 

Daniel A. Gislason (B.A. '66, J.D. '69) 
New Ulm, Minnesota 

IRONIC MIKE 
The recent article about the history of"lron 
Mike" is especially of interest and quite 
"ironic" to me, a fonner University of Min
nesota ROTC and degreed graduate. The 

minions at ROTC completely ignored its 
history and, to almost all of us, it was merely 
regarded as just an artifact of some curiosity 
on the Arn1ory grounds. However, the lives 
of numerous past and future U of M stu
dents and ROTC grads would eerily mirror 
the events portrayed in the poignant article. 
Thus many would experience a future pas
sage to Asia, through the Hawaiian portal, 
from which several would not return. And 
so it would be with the conflicts of World 
War II, Korea, Vietnam, and, recently, the 
Mideast. Therefore, is "Iron Mike" really 
a curse or merely a curiosity in our lives? 
Which is the real story? 

Alan Harris (B.S. '64, J.D.'67), 
Captain, USARV 1968- 69 
Eden Prairie, M innesota 

STADIUMS OVER STUDENTS 
Since there seems to be a large number 
of University of Minnesota alumni who 
favored public funding for a new foot
ball stadium, I think those of us opposed 
should get our side told too. A good place 
to begin would be a story in your magazine 
telling alumni about the pathetic U of M 
graduation rate. It cannot help but raise the 
very troubling question: Why do we have 
a U president and rubber-stamp Board of 
Regents who, by their actions in the last ses
sion of the legislature, obviously are more 
interested in stadiwns tl1an in students? 

Anyone who believes that intercollegiate 
athletics and education are even remote
ly related is beyond help. Anyone who 
believes in such empty-headed stadium
boosting slogans such as "it will help bring 
us together" is likewise beyond hope. It does 
not speak well for the University that many 
people proudly espousing those beliefs clain1 
to be U graduates. 

The two people who stand to gain the 
most from a new stadiwn are athletics direc
tor Joel Maturi and head football coach Glen 
Mason. But even if Mason could turn out 
championship teams, how relevant is that to 
the needs of our tuition-strapped students 
and the people of Minnesota who look to 
the U as a public resource, not a jock factory? 
The mission of our once-great university is 
(was?) education, not entertainment. 

I urge Minnesota to take up this topic 
and report all sides, not just the party line 
from "the boss." 

Ski-U-Bah! 
Willard B. Shapira (B.A. '58) 
Minneapolis 



IDENTITY INTERCEPTION? 
I have just read [in the Star Tribune] that 
the U niversity o f Minnesota will be 
providing "the names and addresses of 
236,300 alumni" to an outside party ven
dor as part of the $3 5 million deal that 
will name the new Gopher stadium. Even 
though TCF does not get this informa
tion directly, I find this totally unaccept
able. I would think that the U would have 
a moral obligation to its alumni not to 
distribute this information to anyone. 

In this day and age when each of us is 
trying to protect our personal infonna tion 
against the possibility of identity theft, our 
university seems to disregard this threat. 
Once this information has been delivered 
to an outsider, there is no guarantee of 
where it will go, not to mention what they 
will do with it. So-called reputable organi
zations have, in the past, sold information 
on to others. I recommend sending a let
ter to the U of M telling them to remove 
your name from that (and any other) list. 

Dave Lock (B.S. '67} 
M innetrista, Minnesota 

The Office of University Relations responds: 
In addition to the $35 million stadium 
naming rights, the University of Min
nesota's agreement with TCF Financial 
Corporation will result in an additional 
$60 million of support for the academic 
mission of the University over the next 25 
years. As part of that agreement, TCF has 
an option to mai l promotional materials 
for a new Golden Gopher debit card to 
alumni. At no point, however, is alumni 
information given to TCF Bank, and no 
information that could lead to identity 
theft will ever be made available to TCF 
or outside parties. 

FREEDOM OR FREEBIES? 
How can we compare immigration today 
with immigration 100 years ago? When 
my family carne to America seeking a better 
life the system was extremely different for 
them. There was no county government 
with free health and dental care. T here 
were no food stamps, not even for 90 days. 
T here was no Habitat for Humanity. And 
last but not least, there were no social 
workers to lend a guiding hand. 

Having worked in county government 
for 12 years and having discussed family 
history with my parents, grandparents, 
aunts, and uncles for over 50 years, I find 
your concept of "all immigrants" naive 
and uninformed. 

judy Lewis (B.A. '72) 
Moorhead, M innesota 

Editor's note: The May-June cover story 
and the editor's co lumn both covered 
aspects of immigration. However, nei
ther made statements about "a ll immi
grants" nor addressed whether health and 
humanitarian services should be extended 
to immigrants. 

TAKE A LITERARY LOOK 
I noted a short article in the May-June 
2006 Minnesota issue about "Reviving 
the Ivory Tower." T here has been another 
opportunity for students at the U to pub
lish in a literary magazine . For the past 
two years, The Tfake Student Magazine-

which won the 2006 "Best Campus Pub
lication" and "Best Website" awards from 
the Independent Press Association- has 
sponsored Liminal for students to publish 
short stories, poems, and artwork. Go to 
71!WW.wakenzag.orglliminal and check it out. 
You'll see a creative endeavor put together 
by a small staff of students dedicated to 
helping fellow students share their work. 

Colleen Hondl Gengler (B.S. '73) 
lona, Minnesota 

Please write t o: Let ters to t he Editor, Minnesota, 
McNamara Alum ni Center, 200 Oak St. SE, Suite 
200, Minneapo lis, MN 55455. Or e-mai l: flingoo3@ 
umn.edu. 
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I ! rap art ist Mos Def takes his place alongside Shakespeare 
rn the pantheon of world poets some day, think of Hodges 
Glenn. Glenn, an African American and African stud ies 

major at the University, is working on establ ishing a new 
method of evaluating rap poetry that he hopes will broaden 
the conversation about the place of rap in the poetic trad i
t ion. He and 20 ot her 2006 McNair Scholars showcased their 
research at Coffman Un ion earl ier this month . 

The McNair Scholars Program aims to encourage first
generation college students who are underrepresented in 
graduate programs to develop the academ ic and research 
skills necessary to gain adm ission to and complete graduate 

Web Hit: Cultivate 
Your Knowledge of 
Organics . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. .. . . . . . . . . . 

The University of Minne
sota has the largest certi 
fied organ ic acreage at any 
land grant university in 

the nation . So it's fitting that a bumper crop of information 
about all things organic can be found at the U's organic Web 
site, www.organicecology.umn.edu. Among the pickings: links 
to dozens of state and national sustainable agriculture orga
n izations; information on how to become a certified organic 
producer in Minnesota; listings of upcoming workshops and 
conferences; a list of mentors available through the Minnesota 
Organic Farmers Information Exchange; a comprehensive sum
mary of the organic projects and in itiatives under way at the 
Un iversity of Minnesota; and maps showing county-by-county 
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study. Scholars rece ive a stipend of S3,000 and a nine-week 
summer research apprenticeship with a faculty mentor whose 
research interests match his or hers. The program is named 
after Ronald McNair, the African American astronaut who 
died in the 1986 Challenger 
space shuttle explosion. 
Funded by the United 
States Department of Edu
cation and operated by t he 
Department of Postsecond
aryTeachingand Learning 
in the College of Ed ucation 
and Human Development, 
the program is in its 14th 
year at the University. 

Th is year's scholars 
came from a variety of 
fields- biochemistry, phi
losophy, Chicano studies, 
fam ily studies, psychology, 
math, and As ian studies, to 
name a few-and delved 
into a diverse range of 
research topics, inc lud ing 
ind igenous social move
ment s in Latin America; the 
influence of fire in the Big 
Woods of Minnesota; stud
ies of yeast mitochondria; 
and whether virtue ben-
efits the virtuous. 

For the young scholars, 
the apprenticesh ip lays 
the groundwork for fur
ther study and successful 
careers. For the mentors, 
the experience is an oppor

Naima Bashir, a family social 
science major, studied Somali 
immigrant parents' involvement 
in their children's schools. Bashir, 
who aspires to a career in higher 
education, chose the topic in 
part to help her understand 
her own experience. "When 
you're a first generation college 
student, it's really difficult 
because you don't have parents 
who went through what you're 
going through," she says. 

tunity to pass on knowledge and skills to aspiring scholars. 
" I'm incred ibly lucky to have been paired with someone like 
Hodges, who has the interest and ambition and industrious
ness that he has," says Glenn's mentor, assistant visiting pro
fessor and writer Alexs Pate. "This program is really an optimal 
situation for the mentor and the student." -Cynthia Scott 

locations of certified organic farms and processing facilities in 
Minnesota, recently compiled by the Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture . 

Health News Checkup: The july-August issue of Minnesota 
highlighted HealthNewsReview.org, a Web site that helps jour
nalists and consumers assess the accuracy and usefulness of 
health and medical news. University of Minnesota School of 
journalism and Mass Commun ications Professor Gary Schwit
zer has been named one of seven winners of a prestig ious 
Knight-Batten Award for Innovations in journalism for creating 
the Web site. Since its launch in April, HealthNewsReview.org 
has received more than 3 million hits and registered more than 
1,200 users. 



More Than Animal Instinct 

Anyone who's taken a sick pet to a veterinarian knows how stressful 
such a visit can be. A vet isn't just someone who can pinpoint the cause 
of an animal 's problem, but a source of reassurance, guidance, and 
comfort. While technical proficiency is an essential quality in a veteri 
narian, people skills are critical as well. 

Still, finding students with these skills hasn't always been a top pri 
ority for schools . " Most veterinary schools, including the University's, 

have looked for people 
with very high GPAs, 
test scores, experience 
in the profession, and 
letters of recommenda
tion," says Laura Mol 
gaard, associate dean 
for academic affairs at 
the College of Veteri
nary Medicine. But that, 
Molgaard says, has offi 
cially changed . "We also 
want them to be able to 
communicate effective
ly, build relationships, 
work in teams, and use 
sound judgment." 

Toward that end, Minnesota has become the first vet school in the 
nation to use interviews in the admissions process that assess appli
cants' interpersonal skills. One of the drivers for the change, says 
Molgaard, was research that suggested that veterinarians as a whole 
were technically proficient but lagged behind in interpersonal skills 
that are needed for success. A vet who is able to communicate skill 
fully why Fluffy needs an X-ray or additional dental work is more likely 
to have clients who will comply, leading to longer, healthier lives for 
animals. 

To help assess these abilities, the vet school worked with a human 
resources company to develop questions for an hour-long interview 
with applicants who have already met other admission criteria. While 
such interviews are common in the corporate hiring process, it's a 
relatively new development within academia. " We're pioneers in this 
effort, but there are many other schools who are interested in what 
we're doing," says Molgaard. 

The Un iversity hopes its new process will be just one of the ways 
that it can help find and nurture the next generation of leaders. "These 
are students who are going to become respected sources of informa
tion in their community," says Molgaard . "We hope that the kinds of 
things that we're doing will move the profession forward ." 

-Erin Peterson 

I 

Overheard on Campus 

"Vulgar words had been avoided as a matter of course until our enlightened 
age made it clear that if the whole world knows a certain verb beginning with 
an f, it is silly for dictionary makers to ignore it." 

-University professor and linguist Anatoly Liberman, author of Word Origins . . . 
and How We Know Them, on the recording of words in the English vocabulary 

"At a time when the news media is trying to gain trust through transparency, 
to have a meeting closed to the media and the general public is unbelievable." 

- jane Kirtley, University journalism professor and med ia eth ics authority, on a 
medra event held by CBS Evening News and affil iate weco featuring Katie Co uric 
who will become the first woman to be solo anchor of a network news program. ' 

"I tell people that this is very pro-life research. I have patients who die now 
because there aren't better treatments for them." 

- Dan Kaufman, assistant professor of medicine and stem cell researcher at 
the University, before the U.S. Senate voted to maintain restrictions on federal 
fund ing for embryonic stem cell research . 

~--------------------------------------------~~ 
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Frances MeHle is pictured second from right 
in the back row in the 1932 Gopher annual. 

School of Nursing Pioneer Dies 

Frances Mary McHie Rains (B.S. '32), the first African 
American woman to graduate from the University 
of Minnesota School of Nursing, died in May in Long 
Beach, California, at age 95. When she initially applied 
for admission to the school of nursing in the late 
1920s, Rains was turned down because she was black. 
But she persisted, sought the assistance of a Minne
sota state senator and a Minneapolis businesswoman, 
and was eventually admitted. After graduation, Rains, 
a native of Minneapolis, continued to break barriers. 
She was the first African American employed by the 
Minneapolis General Hospital as a supervisor of the 
outpatient clinic; the first African American to work 
with the Visiting Nurses Association in New Orleans; 
and one of 12 nurses who broke the color barrier at 
Herman Kiefer Hospital in Detroit. She and her hus
band, Horace Rains, M.D., moved to California in the 
1950s, and she became one of the first African Ameri
cans to teach at the school of nursing at the University 
of Southern California General Hospital in Los Angeles. 
In 1972, Rains left nursing and became a real estate 
broker. She remained active in civic and community 
affairs until her death. 
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Coffee Drinkers Get a Break 
··· ········· ···· ···· ··· ··· ···· ······ ·· ··· ········· ······ ·· ············ ···· ···· ········ ·· ····· ····· ······ ···· ·· ······ ···· ······· ·· ······· ················ ··· ·· ···· ·· 

Forget about drinking green 
tea and pomegranate 
juice. If you really want to 

enhance your health, have another 
cup of coffee. Two new studies by 
University of Minnesota research
ers conclude that java is good for 
you. · · 

The first study, led by Mark 
Pereira, an associate professor in 
the School of Public Health, links 
coffee consumption to a reduced 
risk of developing diabetes. Dur
ing an 11-year study of nearly 
29,000 postmenopausal women 
participating in the Iowa Wom
en's Health Study, researchers 
found that women who drank six 
or more cups of regular coffee per 
day reduced their risk of develop
ing type 2 diabetes by 22 percent 
compared with women who drank 
none. The study, which was published in June in The Archives 
of Internal Medicine, also showed that those who drank decaf 
reaped an even greater risk reduction of 3 3 percent. 

But wait. It may be too soon to resign yourself to being 
caffeine free. Pereira is quick to point out that past studies 
have produced equally beneficial results for both regular and 
decaf coffee; decaf's more beneficial effect in this case may be 
the product of this study's design, in which participants self
reported their coffee consumption. "I suspect that regular 
coffee reduces risk as much as decaf," he says. "Perhaps in 
our study, older women with high intakes of regular coffee 
were switching to decaf or reducing their regular coffee 
intake over time." 

Researchers have yet to pin down the ingredient or ingre
dients in coffee that may offer protection against diabetes, 
but Pereira says healthful benefits may be due to minerals 

SLOWING TUMOR GROWTH 
University of Minnesota researchers will seek federal approval 
for human clinical tr ials on new anticancer drugs that have prov· 
en effective in slowing the growth of solid tumors. The drugs 
belong to a class of pharmaceutical agents call antiangiogenics, 
which inhibit tumor growth by reducing blood flow. A form of 
antiangiogenic drugs is already approved for clinical use, but 
the makeup of the new compounds holds out the possibility that 
they can be taken in pill form and are thus less costly to produce. 
The compounds were found effective against solid tumors, but 
researchers believe they may have the potential to treat liquid 
tumors as well, such as the type found in blood cancers. 
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and antioxidants that help prevent 
or delay illness. Good results can 
be had from drinking any kind 
of coffee brewed in any type of 
way, Pereira says. But he does 
suggest keeping coffee grounds 
and beans in airtight containers 
so they will stay fresh and full of 
antioxidants. 

The second study, conducted 
by University epidemiologist 
David Jacobs and researchers 
from the University of Oslo in 
Norway, looked at how coffee 
drinking may help protect against 
cardiovascular disease and other 
inflammatory illnesses. 

More than 27,000 postmeno
pausal women, also from the Iowa 
Women's Health Study, partici
pated in the 15-year study, which 
focused explicitly on caffeinated 

coffee. According to findings published in May in the Ameri
can Journal of Clinical Nutrition, Jacobs reported that women 
who drank moderate amounts of coffee, one to three cups 
daily, reduced their risk of death from inflammatory diseases 
by 24 percent compared to non-coffee drinkers. 

Like Pereira and many other researchers,Jacobs attributes 
coffee's health-giving benefits to the fact that it is packed 
with antioxidants that may help the body ward off inflam
mation that is often related to disease. "There certainly is an 
interesting association between increased coffee consump
tion and the lessening of the inflammatory process," Jacobs 
says. "Really, we are just beginning to learn how disease is 
caused and what food has to do with it." 

That being the case, Jacobs wouldn't recommend people 
stampede to their local coffee house for a healing drink. But, 
with typical epidemiological caution, he does suggest that 
drinking a moderate amount might not be a bad idea. 

Like Pereira, Jacobs doesn't think it matters what kind of 
caffeinated coffee you buy. But, in this case, brewing method 
is very important. Boiled and French press coffee don't offer 
the same health benefits as filtered coffee because they don't 
remove a cholesterol-elevating compound called cafestol 
from the coffee. "If you filter your coffee, you filter out the 
cafestol," which is good, Jacobs says, but also unfortunate. 
"Because I've had coffee in Norway made with the plunger 
[French press] method and it was really delicious." 

-Meleah Maynard 
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BOLD NEW VISION 
University of Minnesota researchers have developed a treatment for macular degen
eration, a leading cause of vision loss for 10 million Americans for which there is no 
known prevention or cure. And, in a bold move designed to reap the financial benefits 
of the discovery, the University plans to become the majority owner of Macular Regen
eration, Inc., a start-up company that will market the treatment. The U has tradition-

ally licensed its discoveries to private firms and 
collected royalties from sales. 

Officials hope the new venture, though it car-
ries some risk, will ultimately provide a stable 

--- source of funding in an era when state support is 

SUICIDAL CELLS 
Research at the University of 
Minnesota may help lay the 
groundwork for understanding 
how the body rids itself of can
cer cells or other unwanted tis
sue. A University researcher has 
identified a protein that acts 
as both healer and destroyer of 
DNA molecules within the cell. 
The protein's usual job is to help 
repair DNA. But research found 
that the protein will abandon 
that function and instead assist 
in the destruction of cells if the 
DNA can't be repaired . It's not 
clear how a cell determines 
whether repair or destruction 
is called for. The discovery is a 
step in understanding the work
ings of the self-killing of cells, 
which is called apoptosis. Apop
tosis is an important process 
that assists the body in many 
functions, including embryo 
formation-for example, 
removing the webbing tissue 
between fingers and toes. 
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uncertain. The U's initial investment is a sso,ooo 
loan, for which it receives a controlling board 
vote and the right to be involved in hiring the new 
CEO. A major feature of the plan is to attract more 
investors. 

The new treatment involves surgery and an 
accompanying device, but no further details are 
available pending patent approval. 

PREDICTING HEART DISEASE 
Memo to doctors and patients: Never mind 
locating new villains when it comes to assess
ing risk for coronary heart disease-just round 
up the usual suspects. That's the conclusion of 
new research findings at the University of Min
nesota. 

Researchers found that standard mark-
ers such as cholesterol levels, blood pressure, 
smoking habits, body weight, and diabetes are 
clearly more effective predictors of heart dis
ease than screening for (-Reactive Proteins and 
other novel tests. ( -Reactive Proteins, a marker 
of inflammation, and other markers such as B 

vitamin levels and 
antibodies to infec
tious agents, added 
almost nothing 
to the predictions 
made by the tradi 
tional risk factors 
in a study of nearly 
16,ooo people who 
were followed 
for more than a 
decade. 

- Edited by Cynthia Scott 
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R esearch teams from four universities, including 

Minnesota, will share S100 million to provide 
experiments and supporting hardware for a future 

NASA mission to study near-Earth radiation. Such radiation 
is hazardous to astronauts, orbiting satellites, and aircraft 
flying high-altitude polar routes . The mission, scheduled 
for launch in 2012, will study how accumulations of space 
radiation form and change during space storms. The Uni
versity of Minnesota-led team will study electric fields in 
space that energize radiation particles in the two radiation 
belts that surround Earth. The other universities involved in 
the experiments are the University oflowa, the New Jersey 
Institute ofTechnology, and Boston University. 

A new Center for Allied Health Programs will expand 
statewide access to a variety of allied health care education 
programs-including occupational therapy and medical 
technologist training-to meet critical needs. A plan for the 
innovative center, a partnership between the University of 
Minnesota and the Minnesota State Colleges and Universi
ties system, was approved by the Board of Regents in July. 
The curriculum will be launched in fall 2007. 

Two University professors received the nation's highest 
honor for professionals beginning their independent research 
and education careers. Ashley James, assistant professor of 
aerospace engineering and mechanics, and William Schuler, 
assistant professor of computer science and engineering, 
were among 20 young scientists and engineers to receive a 
Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers 
from the ational Science Foundation. The award ceremo
ny was held at the White House. James conducts research in 
fluid dynamics and has developed an educational outreach 
plan with the goal of increasing participation of students 
underrepresented in engineering. Schuler's research builds 
bridges between human language processing and fields such 
as computer vision, robotics, and medicine. 

The University of Minnesota is among the top 20 best 
colleges in the United States for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender students, according to the Advocate College 
Guide for LGBT Students. The guide also lists the Univer
sity of Minnesota at Duluth in the top 100. Campuses were 
ranked according to institutional commitment and support 
for LGBT students, academic life, housing, student life, 
counseling and health efforts, campus safety, and recruitment 
and retention efforts. 

The Board of Regents named three new Regents Profes
sors: child development professor Megan Gunnar, political 
science professor Kathryn Sikkink, and chemistry professor 
Donald Truhlar. The highest designation given to faculty 
at the University, a Regents Professorship recognizes out
standing academic distinction, including scholarly or artistic 
contributions, quality of teaching, and contributions to the 
public good. T he appointments come with an annual salary 
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stipend as long as they remain at the University. The Uni
versity now has 23 Regents Professors and aims to increase 
the number to 30 by 2010. 

Several new academic degree programs are being offered 
by the University of Minnesota- Rochester for the first time 
this fall, with more on track for next fall. This year's new 
offerings are: doctor of education in educational leadership, 
master of health-care administration, bachelor in graphic 
design, bachelor in art technology and photography, and 
a post-baccalaureate certificate in technology integration. 
Next year's programs include advanced degrees in nursing 
practice and occupational therapy and bachelors' degrees 
in clinical laboratory science and music technology. The 
additions are part of the University's expanded presence in 
southeastern Minnesota. 

The Council for Advancement and Support of Education 
awarded Minnesota a CASE-Wealth Engine Award for Educa
tional Fund Raising in recognition of superior fund-raising 
performance. The U was one of 10 schools honored for 
continuously high fund-raising performance during fiscal 
years 2 000 to 2 00 5. That period covers the last four years 
of the seven-year Campaign Minnesota, which raised $1.67 
billion. Voluntary support, which measures gifts and non
contractual research grants, was $194 million in 2000 and 
$265 million in 2005. 

-Rick Moore and Cynthia Scott 
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Sensuous and Sensual Stories 

T he stories in Rick Henry's collection Lucy's Eggs match the lives of his 
small-~own characters: s low-pace~ and elegiac, measured in farm smells 
and aruma! movements and changmg landscapes. Some take place in the 

late 19th or early 20th centuries; others are contemporary. But all share a certain 
old-fashioned quality, a simplicity that makes them feel like tales from a quieter 

Lucy's Eggs 

Lucy's Eggs: 
Short Stories 
and a Novella 

American past. 
Not to imply that the stories are nostalgic or sentimental. 

Set in a small town in upstate New York, they have their dark 
moments, and the characters-the farmers and librarians 
and young people at family gatherings-react in their own 
novel ways. 

In "The Cardinal Wars," a depressed and lonely woman 
competes with a flirtatious , flashy neighbor to lure cardi
nals-bright spots of hope and life-into the drab color
less landscape of her own yard and life. "Lunch passed. Her 
return walk to the library-cold. Her afternoon-drear. Her 
short drive home-cold and drear." In "The Telephone Girl," 
a naive young man ogles a pretty telephone operator from 
afar, through windows-transparent yet impassible barriers. 
"Ed was drawn through time, through space, his eye pressed 
to the glass, rebuffed by the invisible plane. Ed was sacrificed 
at the altar of the goddess. Ed was smitten. Ed was a mess." 

By Rick Henry 
Syracuse 
University Press, 
2006 

Henry's prose is full of sensual images, many of them 
weighted with metaphoric meaning-often vaguely romantic or sexual, as in the 
shy librarian's longing to attract the crimson-feathered male birds. Sometimes 
the stories rely too heavily on these subtextual undercurrents. Metaphors and 
symbols are handed primary responsibility for conveying meaning, pulling along 
plots not dramatic enough to lead the way, leaving their characters too single
mindedly focused on those metaphoric particulars. 

Parts of the title story, about a woman who dotes on her chickens, show these 
tendencies. Actually a novella that makes up about two-thirds of the book, the 
story chronicles a farm woman's life as she grows up, endures the loss of loved 
ones, becomes alienated from the townsfolk, and watches technology alter her 
beloved rural environment. Almost everything that happens to her-particu
larly events surrounding her romantic life, or lack thereof-is connected, either 
explicitly or symbolically, to her hens and eggs. 

For example, when Lucy shows her chickens at the county fair, a sinister, 
dark-clad, cigar-smoking man reaches into the display case and picks up a hen 
named Elizabeth. "He jabbed his hand into her box! She stood, frozen, throat 
spasming at the shock of it. He thrust his hand into her box! He ruffled up Eliza
beth, grabbed her by the legs, and lifted her into the air. Elizabeth protested. She 
flapped and fluttered and tried to peck at the man. He dropped her back in the 
box and leaned in, asking, conspiratorially, how much Lucy wanted. He smelled 
of blood and smoke and goats." 

Still, this story and the others feature vivid, fully realized characters. Henry 
(M.A. '90, Ph.D. '94), an associate professor in English at SUNY Potsdam and 
an authority on Adirondack culture, knows these people and feels compassion 
for them. In these simple tales, he lets us peek into their modest lives. 

-KatyRead 
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The Cellini Masterpiece 
By Raymond john (B.A. '66, M.A. '68) 
North Star Press, 2006 

A Minnesota farmer is cal led to 
Malta urgently by his brother, 
only to arrive on the Mediterra
nean island to discover that his 
brother has been kidnapped . 
So begins this mystery thriller 
that interweaves military intel
ligence, island history and cur
rent events, terrorism, intrigue 
surrounding priceless art, and, 
of course, romance. 

Courthouses of Minnesota 
Photographs by Doug Ohman (B.A. '84) 
Text by Mary Logue 
Minnesota Historical Society Press, 2006 

The photographer of other 
volumes capturing the beauti 
ful and historical structures of 
Minnesota-including Barns 
of Minnesota and Church es of 
Minnesota-has documented 
another family of the state's 
structures. Focusing on county 
courthouses, Ohman celebrates both the 
stunning architecture and the political 
and social spirit they represent. 

Historic Homes of Minnesota 
By Roger Kennedy (J .D. '52) 
Minnesota Historical Society Press, 2006 

The former director of both the 
Smithsonian National Museum 
of American History and the 
National Park Service has writ
ten a narrative of the evolu 
tion of architectural styles in 
Minnesota from 1830 to 1914. 
Through 75 photographs and 
well- researched text, Kennedy 
tells the stories oft he state's first 
homes built by French traders, t he Alexan
der Ramsey house, the emergence of the 
Prairie School design, and other unique 
styles. 

Minnesota publishes reviews and highlights 
of books with a University of Minnesota con
nection. Send to Minnesota Magazine, McNa
mara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. SE, Suite 200, 

Minneapolis, MN 55455. 





All the 
What happens when you look for love bifore you've found yourself. 

he woman chasing me down the stairs 
was slightly winded-breathless, 
I like to think. I was a freshman at 
the University of Minnesota and had 
just attended a gathering of honors 
students. "I liked what you said back 
there," the woman shouted at me. 

"Are you going to the pizza party?" 
Her name was Amy, and she seemed bright, kind, utterly 

unpretentious. She had long brown hair. Beneath her bulg
ing backpack and demure flowered dress, she was slender as 
a o. 2 pencil. In short, she was exactly the sort of woman 
I wanted nothing to do with. 

Amy was a nerd, by the crude dichotomy of my high 
school, in which you were uncool if you knew the answers, 
cool if you never let on. What's more, she was from Rhine
lander, Wisconsin, a touristy little town where my uncle 
kept a cabin. In Rhinelander, the softball teams play on 
snowshoes-in the summer, mind you-just for kicks. 

(Some would say hicks.) 
one of this would have mattered, of course, had I not 

been exactly the same. Shy and unathletic in high school 
in Milwaukee, I spent most of my free time writing idio
syncratic columns (sometimes on the First Amendment, 
sometimes on whether wrestling was a sport) for the school 
newspaper and watching old movies on television. I learned 
coolness from Humphrey Bogart, and during my senior 
year I grew a pencil-thin mustache a Ia Errol Flynn, which 
couldn't have helped much. I was perfectly set to seduce 
an 80-year-old woman. What friends I had were arguably 
worse off than me, band geeks who were beat up with their 
own instruments. Sure, I could play "Stairway to Heaven" 
on the piano, but to girls I might as well have been playing 
air guitar. My mind was made up: When I escaped to col
lege, there would be no more nerds for me. 

In my first week at Minnesota, I was off to a good start. 
One night, after dinner in the dormitory, I played some 
blues on the house piano, a slow stride up the keys, like 

ESSAY BY TIM GIHRING II ILLUSTRATION BY JONATHAN CARLSON 

18 SEPTE MB E R - O CT OB E R 2 006 



something from Casablanca, and soon an admiring female 
was draping herself across the piano top, just like in the 
movies. She was a blonde in a short blue dress, with a wink 
so mischievous it threw me off-key. "Of all the donns in all 
the colleges in all the world, you walked into mine," I wished 
I'd said. But instead I mumbled "hi," and quickly ran out of 
tunes. My repertoire was limited, in more ways than one. 
Now that women were finally noticing me, I realized I had 
no idea what to do with them. Especially not with the kind 
of women I wanted. The kind who know their way around 
Victoria's Secret better than the library. Women with beach 
tans, beach-blonde hair, and beach-babe clothing. In short, 
the type who believes that life is, in fact, a beach. 

U ltimately, hanging out with Manzana felt like running 
a convenience store. The last time I saw her was after she'd 
complained that her roommates had sucked up all of her 
beer. I surprised her by buying two cases and asking her 
over to my apartment, thinking we'd drink some and, well, 
ay caramba! Man zan a brought her roommate and left with 
the beer, without staying to drink a drop. 

By this time, as I was focusing my studies on literature, 
I was already meeting a different kind of woman, with a 
different kind of need: students who wanted me to read 
their fiction stories. One afternoon, on the last day of a 
writing class, a beautiful woman handed me her phone 
number. Emily was captivating in an English major sort 

Somehow it never occurred to me that in order 
to go out with the woman draped over the 
Lamborghini at the car show, you might actually 
have to own that vehicle, or any vehicle. 

of way-long brown hair, thick 
sweaters that smelled of clove 
cigarettes. I'd been writing ter
rible, poetic stories in which 
young women were always put 
just out of reach by some mental 
illness or tenninal disease, which 

Somehow it never occurred to me, however, that in order 
to go out with the woman draped over the Lamborghini at 
the car show, you might actually have to own that vehicle, 
or any vehicle. A guy like me-with no car, no cash, and 
the musculature of a banana-wasn't bringing much to the 
party. I did, however, look older than my 18 years, which is 
how I came to know Apple. "Buy me some cigarettes?" she 
asked me. "Buy me some beer?" Ever wondered where all 
the nice guys were? We were trying to be bad for the first 
time in our lives. God help us. 

Apple was my language partner in Spanish class, where 
she was known by her Spanish name, Manzana. Manzana: 
It sounded like a Mexican beach town, and I imagined her 
there, a flower tucked behind her ear, sipping something 
unpronounceable in a cantina with no name at all. She 
always looked as if she'd just rolled out of a hammock, her 
short red hair leaping out like flames in all directions. She 
generally arrived late for class, smelling of incense, and after 
stashing her Guatemalan bag beneath her desk she would 
immediately put her head down for a sort of siesta. She gave 
the mysterious impression of leading a more exciting life 
than everyone else, and I suspected that more than a few 
men had a tattoo because of her. 

Manzana lived in a tumbledown building that had once 
been the setting for a movie about a bohemian misfit played 
by bad-boy actor Christian Slater. The place felt like a car
nival funhouse: doorways sagging under a hundred years 
of history, brick walls slouching toward oblivion. Here, 
amid a cloud of patchouli smoke, Manzana told me that 
for the past year she'd been too chronically stoned to do 
her math homework. "Yeah, I get that," I li ed. The only 
grass I'd ever known was the kind I cut for a summer on a 
groundskeeping crew. 
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somehow ennobled them, and 
the male protagonist even more so for sticking things out at 
their side. Emily, as it happens, had an eating disorder. She 
was just the sort of tragic heroine I thought I could save. 

Unfortunately, the real tragedy was just beginning. For a 
few weeks, I took Emily to lunch and read her short stories, 
and one day we found ourselves talking atop her bed. I was a 
virgin, despite all of my seduction strategies, and I let Emily 
make the first move. Only, she had something quite different 
in mind. She reached across me into the bedside table-and 
pulled out a photograph of her boyfriend. The end. 

I should have seen it coming. Bogart never stepped out of 
character, never fell for a dame to whom he couldn't relate. 
What did he do in Casablanca when the woman he loved 
proved too different? He put her on a plane and didn't look 
back. It may be human nature to want everything we've 
never had. But instinctively we know better; we know what 
we need. 

After all, I did accept the invitation of Amy the honors 
student to that pizza party all those years ago. Over cheese 
and pepperoni, we talked old movies and new books and I 
even confessed that I loved the snowshoe softballers up in 
Rhinelander. 

But afterward, when I walked Amy out, I didn't bother 
to get her number. I put her on a plane, in a sense, with no 
return ticket. And I never saw her again. Though for the 
next few years, chasing rebels and flirts and trying on new 
personalities-finding myself by losing myself-I wouldn't 
exactly be looking in all the right places. • 

Tim Gihring (B.A . '9 5) is the senior writer at Minnesota 
Monthly magazine. His essay "Fake Dating" was published in 

Before the Mortgage: Brazen Loves, Broken Leases, and the 
Perplexing Pursuit of Adulthood this past spring. 
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Above: Latesha Watkins solders w ires in 
one ofthe steps to build a boombox. 

Opposite page (clockwise from left): 
Jacob Svanoe, Joshua Buisken, Janaya 
Sundberg, Kristopher Bergh, and Nichelle 
Urman show off their boomboxes. 

'm making this boombox for my brother 
'cause I already made one for myself,' ' 11-year

old Alyssa Brown says, brushing hair out of her 

eyes with the same hand in which she is confi

dently gripping a hot soldering iron. Just behind 

her, two less-experienced girls are elbowing 

each other as they watch Brown gingerly touch 

the tip of her hot iron to the circuit board in front 
of her. "Pee-yoo! That stuff stinks," one girl says, 

giggling and flapping her hands in front of her 
face . 

Spread out around the loud and crowded 

room, about 15 other middle-schoolers are hard 

at work at three long tables building their own 

boomboxes. This is the Tronix Team, an after

school electronics club for sixth- to eighth-grad

ers who gain real-world engineering experi

ence while learning how to build cool things like 

laser beams that trigger alarms when siblings 

enter their bedrooms without 

permission, mock Mars Rov-

ers that can zoom from room to 

room, and, most recently, MP3 

player/boomboxes made from 
old lunchboxes. 

''These were a little scary at 

first ," says 11-year-old Nichelle 

Urman, as she picks up her sol

dering iron to demonstrate how 

she melts a little solder to get 

the tip of the iron wet. "But I've 
never gotten burned, and I like 

how I can go home and say, 'Hey, 

I can make stuff.' I'm gonna use 
this [boombox] all the time." 

"' ~--------------------------------------------------------~ 
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Kelly Cannon, a University graduate student in com pu ter science 
and robotics, coaches Precious Brown (left) and Latesha Watkins. 

Um1an's enthusiasm for making something herself is one 
of the main reasons Steve Birth founded the Tronix Team 
project nine years ago. A former computer programmer, 
Birth has been fascinated by all manner of contraptions 
since the third grade when, with the help of a neighbor, he 
built a radio that earned him first place in a school science 
fair. His name appeared in the local paper and he was so 
proud that he entered the science fair every year after. 

Today, as Birth stands at a table showing a group of 
boys gathered around him how to fit a speaker into the 
hole they've cut in the back of each plastic lunchbox, it's 
clear by the smile on his face and the patience in his voice 

while helping each kid attach an MP3 player to their new 
boom boxes. "Be careful. That's really sharp," says volunteer 
Kelly Cannon, placing her hand over that of a girl who 
seems to be using a cutting tool a bit willy-nilly on the back 
of her lunchbox. 

"I've never seen anyone get cut except a grown-up," the 
girl mutters, flashing a give-me-a-break look. Cannon takes 
the girl's snippiness in stride and turns to help another girl, 
who can't seem to get the speaker to fit into the back of the 
lunchbox the way it's supposed to. 

Cannon, who is currently pursuing her Ph.D. in comput
er science and robotics at the University of Minnesota, has 

"We help kids see that you don't have to be born knowing 
that you want to become a computer scientist to be one." 

been volunteering to work with Tro
nix kids since 2004, when she spotted 
a flyer Birth posted about the program 
on campus. "I was looking for volun

that his enthusiasm for tinkering with technology has not 
waned with age. "Remember to follow the directions in 
your book," Birth calls out to the group, which has devolved 
into a shoving match over a video that's gone missing from 
someone's backpack. 

The scuffle is short-lived and, order restored, Birth 
directs their attention to page 16 of the "Tronix Team's 
Lunch box Boombox" handbook. The 35-page guide offers 
step-by-step instructions for building a boombox and also 
explains how things like circuit boards, switches, and speak
ers work. Sprinkled throughout the text are encouraging 
messages like, "You can do it," as well as warnings: "Glue is 
hot! It can bum your fingers." 

Nearby, other adults who share Birth's passion for gad
gets are struggling to maintain some level of crowd control 
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teer work I could do with kids, especially girls," Cannon 
explains. "There aren't enough women in the sciences and 
I thought this would be a good way to encourage girls to 
try things they don't normally get to do-like using power 
tools and soldering." 

T
he dearth of women in engineering and technology 
fields is a very real problem, says Peter Hudleston, 
associate dean for student affairs at the University's 
Institute ofTechnology. Only about 20 percent of 

students enrolled in IT-related programs across the United 
States are women, Hudleston says. 

Members of minority groups, excluding Asian Ameri
cans, are even more rare, making up only about 8 percent 
of the national IT student population. Studies attribute the 



Anteneh Detamo, pursuing his master's in e lectrical engineering 
at the Univers ity, works with Ryan F ields (le ft) a nd Eder Ocampo. 

scarcity of women and minorities in computer science and 
engineering to a lot of different factors. But, says Hudleston, 
"I think a big reason women and minorities don't enter or 
stay in these fields is because they aren't particularly nurtur
ing. The sciences have always been [white] male dominated, 
and there's this take-it-or-leave-it attitude that says people 
should just knuckle down and work and that's it. If you don't 
like it, get out." 

However, Hudleston continues, that rigidity is exactly 
the same reason white men give when asked by human 
resources professionals why they choose to leave jobs in 
engineering and technology. "I think by now it's obvious 
that the whole discipline has issues," he says. 

Not only would the addition of women and minorities 
to the ranks of science, engineering, and technology profes
sionals help improve the fields themselves, Hudleston says; 
greater gender and ethnic diversity will bring perspectives 
and viewpoints that will surely improve creativity and the 
flow of ideas. And that can only be a good thing in work
places that have a hand in everything from rocket fuel and 
robots to pacemakers and artificial limbs. 

That's the primary reason the Institute of Technology 
has made recruiting more women and minorities a top pri
ority in the past two years. Hudleston reports that applica
tions from women are up approximately 60 percent from 
2005, and applications from minorities are up 200 percent. 
It's a good start, but outreach involving U faculty and stu
dents-such as with Tronix Team- is a key part of the 
institute's ongoing strategy. 

Reaching out to youth to get them interested in the 
sciences and technology is especially critical, Hudleston 
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says, because if they don't start down the right path early it 
could be too late. "Kids really have to take the right math 
and science courses when they're in high school if they want 
to pursue engineering and science in college. Otherwise, 
they'd spend years in college just trying to catch up so they 
could start a program." 

A
nteneh Detamo, who earned his bachelor's 
degree in electrical engineering from the Uni
versity in 2004, considers himself fortunate to 
have figured out in high school that science was 

for him. He was always good at math. But, growing up in 
Ethiopia, he didn't have much access to computers. Then, 
in 1995, his family moved to St. Paul and Detamo began 
his freshn1an year at Como Senior High School, where his 
affinity for technology and science became immediately 
clear. "I liked how science classes made me use my brain," 
Detamo recalls . "I did really well and got a full scholarship 
to the University of Minnesota." 

Now employed as an engineer at New World Indus
tries, Inc., in Buffalo, Minnesota, Detamo is also pursuing 
a master's in electrical engineering at the U. In his off hours, 
he volunteers to help out with Tronix Team. He decided to 
lend a hand after hearing Steve Birth speak at a meeting of 
the University of Minnesota Chapter of the National Soci
ety of Black Engineers (NSBE). "NSBE really stresses the 
need to do outreach, especially to kids," Detamo explains. 
"But I want to help because I didn't have any idea what 
engineers did when I was growing up. Tronix is helping kids 
open their minds while they're young." 

Over the years, some Tronix Team members have gone 
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on to pursue science-related careers in college. Others have 
pursued trades, such as to become electricians. But a great 
many, including those who do attend college, choose not 
to delve into the sciences, engineering, or technology at 
all. But Birth believes that the Tronix experience has value 
for all the kids who participate. "Even if kids don't take 
the same path that I did, I can see that so many of them 
gain self-confidence and self-esteem by working on these 
projects. That alone will get them further in life than they 
might have gone before." 

Tronix Team founder Steve Birth with Denis Alvarado (center) and 
Daniel Hassan. Over 100 kids have participated in Tronix Team. 

From the start, Birth has focused on recruiting kids &om 
the south Minneapolis schools that are closest to Park Avenue 
Methodist Church, home to both the Tronix Team lab and 
the Park Avenue Foundation, which raises the funds needed 
to support the project. Serving this particular geographic 
area is important to Birth, who lives in the nearby Kingfield 
neighborhood. Though the Tronix Team lab is sometimes 
awhirl with as much street-tough attitude as effort, most of 
the kids ultimately settle down to work on their projects and 
clearly are delighted with what they are able to do. "Because 
we are where we are, we work with a very diverse group of 
kids. Some of them come &om families who are economically 
struggling, so they're really excited to make gadgets that their 
parents can't afford to buy them." 

S
hannon Hynes-Ciernia, 18, met Steve Birth when 
she signed up for Inventors' Corner, a science and 
technology program Birth ran out of Park Ave
nue Methodist Church for third- to fifth-graders 

before starting Tronix. In fact, she enjoyed both programs 
so much she had trouble leaving them behind. "When I 
got to high school, I was technically too old to be in Tronix 
anymore," explains Hynes-Ciernia. "But I really missed it, 
so Steve said I could come back as a mentor volunteer and 
I did that for two years." 
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Though she ultimately decided to study biology and 
art at Northland College in Wisconsin, Hynes-Ciernia 
becomes animated when she talks about how fun it was to 
make all the projects she did over the years through Birth's 
programs. "I remember making lasers and LED lights that 
we put in pumpkins at Halloween. We had contests to see 
who could solder the best. It's good to know that someday 
when I have a house, if something goes wrong, I know how 
to use tools and I can probably fix it myself." 

As a mentor on the boombox project, Shannon worked 
the drilling station where kids followed a pattern to drill 
holes in their circuit boards. "Some girls were scared at first. 
But I showed them how they can do the same things boys 
can do. Sometimes, they even did it faster." 

Micah Fitch, 19, also participated in both Inventors' Cor
ner and Tronix. He is one of the Tronix kids who did go on 
to pursue science. He is now a sophomore at the University 
of Minnesota studying physics. "The thing that made Tronix 
Team so great is that it wasn't just for kids who wanted to be 
engineers, Steve made it so anybody could do the projects. 
It was just important that we all learned and had fun. Tronix 
really helped me learn how to be creative." 

Fitch was already actively volunteering for other youth 
projects when he decided to lend a hand with Tronix. "I 
did it because I grew up in the city and I've seen a lot of 
my elementary school friends disappear as they got older. 
I mean, they just don't do anything with their lives. Maybe 
they felt like they didn't have enough support or a path in 
life. Ifi can help younger kids in some way, I want to." 

Enabling kids to see the possibilities that lie before them 
is what the U's technology summer day camp is all about. 
Cannon started the weeklong outreach camp two years 
ago with support &om the University's Digital Technology 
Center. About 15 middle school students attend the camp, 
which is held on campus during the third week in August. 
In addition to getting a taste of college life, campers spend 
their days building and programming robots, using soft
ware to manipulate digital photos, and, this year, building a 
lunchbox boom box like the one the Tronix kids made. 

The number-one goal of the camp, Cannon says, is to 
help kids, particularly girls and minorities, realize that col
lege is an option for them. "We help kids see that you don't 
have to be born knowing you want to be a computer scien
tist to be one," Cannon explains. "If science turns out to be 
something they're interested in, we can show them how to 
pursue that. A lot of kids just need a place where they can let 
their guard down and stop acting tough or grown-up. Places 
like Tronix and the day camp are the kinds of environments 
where kids can really feel proud of themselves and start to 
figure out who they are and what they want to do with their 
lives." • 

Meleah Maynard is a Minneapolis write1~ For more inforntation on 
the Institute ofTechnology's outreach programs, go to www.it.umn. 
edu/outreach. To learn more about Tronix Team, visit www. 

tronixteam.org. 
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ECONOMIST 
RICHARD SANDOR 
WANTS TO SAVE 
THE PLANET FROM 
GLOBAL WARMING. 
AND THE KEY, HE 
SAYS, IS IN THE 
MARKETPLACE. 

HOT COMMODITY 
BY JACK EL-HAI 

-

I~ 

N THE LATE I980S , economist Richard Sandor (Ph.D. 
'67) began pondering whether air could be com
moditized-the way pork bellies or oil is on the 
stock exchange floor. This was when acid rain, the 
result of excessive industrial emissions of sulfur diox
ide into the atmosphere, was killing fish, destroying 
forests, stripping paint fron1 cars, and threatening 
human health. Sandor's idea about placing a value on 
something everyone in the world viewed as free and 
as having no monetary value may have come out of 
thin air, but he had hold of something that could lead 
to an economic and environn1ental revolution. 

into joining the fledgling 
Chi~ago Climate Exchange 
(CCX), where he is chairman 
and CEO. In this market, 
members who have made sub
stantial cuts in their emissions 
of greenhouse gases, such as 
carbon dioxide, trade credits 
to other members who can
not readily cut as much. By 
enabling these trades, CCX 
shepherds its membership 
into a collective reduction 
of carbon emissions that
though not mandated by the 

Opportunely, in 1990, the U.S. Congress passed the 
Clean Air Act, which restricted sulfur dioxide emissions and 
allowed companies that cut their emissions to levels below 
the cap to sell their pollution allowances to companies that 
couldn't effectively meet the restriction cap. Sandor set up a 
marketplace at the Chicago Board of Trade for such an 
exchange. There, electric utilities could combat the expense 
of reducing emissions by buying pollution allowances from 
less stressed utilities. 

Some environmental groups condemned the transac
tions as "smut trading," and representatives of environmen
tal activist organization Green peace chanted, "Trading pol
lution is not the solution." But while some polluters might 
not decrease their sulfur dioxide generation, collectively 
the industry achieved remarkable emission reductions. 
Sandor's new market helped halve the emissions of sulfur 
dioxide in the United States and is credited with playing 
a role in defeating the acid rain problem. "It showed the 
efficacy of market-based solutions to environmental and 
social problems," Sandor says. 

Today the world faces the even more serious environ
mental problem of global warming, and Sandor believes 
another economics-based effort will help save the day. In 
2003, he cajoled a group of companies and organizations 
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government-is still legally 
binding. (Members that fail to meet emissions reduction 
goals face possible disciplinary action or other penalties.) 

The carbon emission credits represent atmospheric pol
lution that didn't happen, much as children might receive 
an allowance for keeping their room clean by reducing the 
amow1t of clothing on the floor. It's a simple concept. Yet 
Sandor's brainstorm connecting environmental gain with 
economic market forces has led scores of CCX members
whose combined greenhouse gas emissions are greater 
than the total carbon output of the United Kingdom or 
France-to trade about $20 million worth of credits and 
attain a collective decrease in the amount of harmful gases 
they produce. Harnessing economic forces to help the envi
ronment inspired Time magazine to honor the University 
of Minnesota-trained economist as one of its "Heroes for 
the Planet" in 2002. 

BORN IN BROOKLYN, New York, Sandor arrived at the 
University as a graduate student of economics in 1963, 
straight from the City College of New York. He expect
ed to specialize in international trade and public finance. 
Eventually, however, he found the study of the economic 
consequences of patent development and other forms of 
industrial invention more alluring. After earning his Ph.D., 
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he taught in the graduate school of business at the Univer
sity of California-Berkeley. 

One Minnesota faculty member, Edward Foster, now 
chair of the Department of Economics, heard news of San
dor's developing interests at Berkeley. "He had the per
ception that during the Vietnam War interest rates were 
growing more volatile than they had been before," Foster 
recalls. "People who were buying government securities or 
any securities that paid interest were facing more risk than 
they had been." If something could diminish that volatility 
and uncertainty, the risk of lending and borrowing would 
decrease, thus enabling millions more Americans to buy 
houses and make other purchases dependent upon outside 
financing. 

Sandor took up the challenge. During a sabbatical in 
the early 1970s, he stepped in as vice president and chief 
economist of the Chicago Board of Trade and seized an 
opportunity to transform his analysis of an economic prob-

the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. Any organiza
tions that joined CCX would have to do so voluntarily. 

In 2003, CCX began accepting members, who had to agree 
to a schedule of greenhouse gas reductions based on emis
sions averages from 1998 through 2001. By the end of 2006, 
members must attain a 4 percent reduction in emissions from 
the baseline period or buy the necessary credits from other 
members. By 2010, the reductions must reach 6 percent. Some 
members have already far exceeded those reductions. 

CCX's steadily growing membership now stands at 200 
and includes electric utilities; such companies as Ford, 
Dupont, IBM, Motorola, and Amtrak; such municipalities 
as the cities of Berkeley, Boulder, and Chicago, plus King 
County, Washington, and the state of New Mexico; six 
educational institutions, including the University of Min-

.· nesota; and organizations in China, Costa Rica, and Brazil. 
And they have joined without being forced to, for a variety 
of reasons: to increase shareholder value, make their carbon 

reduction efforts more public, become 

"THE WORLD IS THE LIMIT," SANDOR DECLARES. "CCXWANTS eligible for insurance discounts and 
future lawsuit protection, establish 
reputations as green organizations, 

TO BE ACTIVE IN EVERY EMERGINy ENVIRONMENTAL MARKET, 
DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL.'' 

lem into the creation of a beneficial economic institution. In 
Chicago, he designed the world's first interest rate futures 
market, which reduced the hazards of interest-bearing secu
rities by allowing traders to hedge interest rate fluctuations 
and purchase futures contracts. Traders, for example, could 
contract to buy and sell Treasury bills at a negotiated future 
rate of interest. Interest rates were no longer subject to 
future uncertainties, just as the price of crops and other 
commodities had long been controlled with futures trading. 
Sandor has been called "the father of financial futures," and, 
today, the market for interest rate futures has grown into 
the billions of dollars, with exchanges all over the world 
following Chicago's example. As a result, the use of capital 
has grown more efficient and less risky. 

Despite Sandor's track record for applying economic 
solutions to earthly problems, he confesses that "I would 
feel moments of misery, frustration, anger, irritation, fear, 
and defeat" during the 12 years it took to launch CCX. But 
his success in laying the groundwork for sulfur and carbon 
trading drubbed naysayers who ridiculed the notion that 
the creation of a new economic marketplace could help 
solve an environmental crisis. He takes special pleasure in 
reminding critics of their predictions of failure, quoting 
German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer: "Every truth 
passes through three stages before it is recognized: In the 
first it is ridiculed, in the second it is opposed, in the third 
it is regarded as self evident." 

IN 1999, Sandor received a grant from the Joyce Founda
tion, which supports efforts to improve the environment 
around the Great L;~kes, giving CCX a big boost. In 2001, 
however, President George W. Bush pulled the United 
States out of the international Kyoto Protocol mandating 
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gain a head start on any government 
emission mandates to come in the future, and prepare for 
mandatory emissions reductions that have been or will be 
mandated in other parts of the world. 

"The world is the limit," Sandor declares. "CCX wants to 
be active in every emerging environmental market, domes
tic and international." (Its European subsidiary, the Euro
pean Climate Exchange, is the most successful exchange in 
the European Union Emissions Trading Scheme, which 
controls 85 percent of the world's exchange-traded volume 
of carbon allowances.) 

Like any commodity, carbon emission credits--each rep
resenting the right to emit one metric ton of carbon dioxide 
or its equivalent in other gases-fluctuate in price. (For 
comparison, the typical American automobile emits two to 
four metric tons of carbon each year.) In a recent month, 3 
million credits were traded, and during 2006, the price of 
a credit has ranged from about $3.75 to $5.00. This price 
is far cheaper than what it actually costs to cut emissions 
by 100 tons, and it is just a fraction of the exchange rates in 
Europe, where carbon emission reductions are mandatory 
among nations that have signed the Kyoto Protocol. If the 
law in the United States regulates future greenhouse gas 
emissions, prices are sure to rise. 

THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA joined CCX in 2003. 
"I learned about CCX and advocated that since the Board 
of Regents was adopting a sustainability policy, it would 
be smart to join the Climate Exchange," says Bob Elde, 
dean of the College of Biological Sciences and chair of the 
University's Initiative on Renewal Energy and the Environ
ment. "What we do makes a huge difference. It's a great 
education opportunity for the U 1 as well as an economic 
opportunity." 



The University has built up several hundred 
thousand dollars in emission credits mainly by 
upgrading its heating systems to burn coal more 
efficiently. When cashed in, some of those credits 
will fund future emissions reductions. Plans are 
under way to introduce a new energy source, oat 
hulls, that would replace some of the coal cur
rently used. Any emissions reductions have to be 
verified by the National Association of Securities 
Dealers, a third party that audits the reports of 
all CCX members. "They're tough," says Jerome 
Malmquist (B.A. '74), the University's director of 
energy management. "If the figures don't match, 
those guys will find the needle in the haystack." 

Sandor considers this verification system 
essential to CCX's success. "Many [nonmember] 
organizations make reduction claims that are not 
backed up by audit," he says. 

Some environmental activists have reserva
tions about Sandor's innovation.]. Drake Hamil
ton, science policy director of Fresh Energy, a St. 
Paul organization that advocates clean, efficient, 
and community-friendly energy, applauds his work but 
fears that CCX is offering too little, too late. "The timeline 
of the problem of global warming is very short," she says. 
"Scientists say we have 10 years to seriously turn the prob
lem around. We need to be on track to attain a 70 percent 
emissions reduction by 2050. I'm concerned that a program 
like this, relying on voluntary participation with extremely 
modest goals, will get in the way of nationwide efforts to 
put in place comprehensive limits on the production of 
heat-trapping gases. We need federal laws mandating the 
reduction of emissions on a set timetable." 

Hamilton also dislikes the private nature of CCX, the 
anonymity with which emissions trades are conducted and 
that CCX's audit information is not made public. Sandor, 
however, sees CCX as a prelude to government involvement 

THERE IS NO DENYING the significance and originality of 
Sandor's thinking, and he himself has become a hot com
modity in national and international media. 

"As a contribution to the world's economy, it's been 
enormous," Edward Foster says of Sandor's work. "He 
has provided a huge service to people participating in all 
of these markets. His contribution has been abstruse and 
technical, and some people roll their eyes over it. But he 
has benefited all of us by using a clever market mechanism 
to reduce air pollution." 

Sandor, who turns 65 this September, considers himself 
an environmental economist and believes many environ
mental and social problems are open to solution through 
commoditization. "There are markets in water, endangered 
species, and health care possible in the future, " he says. 

"THE TIMELINE OF THE PROBLEM OF GLOBAL WARMING IS 
"All you have to do is construct a com
modity to be traded." Air and water 
offer the best possibilities, he main
tains. "When I was at the U, we were 
taught that there was an ample supply 

VERY SHORT," J. DRAKE HAMILTON SAYS. "SCIENTISTS SAYWE 
HAVE 1 OYEARS TO SERIOUSLY TURN THE PROBLEM AROUND. 
WE NEED TO BE ON TRACK TO ATTAIN A 70 PERCENT 
EMISSIONS REDUCTION BY 2050." 

and a partner in future legislation, as in the past with sulfur 
dioxide emissions. "Many regulatory movements have been 
done privately and locally before federal involvement," he 
says, citing meat inspection and stock exchange regula
tions as examples. He is proud of the green enterprises that 
CCX has encouraged, including the dairy farm of Dennis 
Haubenschild, near Princeton, Minnesota. By trapping 
methane from manure pits and using the gas to power elec
tric generators that run his milking machines, HaubenschiJd 
accumulates about $10,000 in emission credits a year. "He 
now has a business model that's 80 percent dairy, 20 percent 
environmental services," Sandor says. 
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of air and water, and that it should be 
free. But now clean air and water are 

scarce resources." Introducing these precious assets to com
modities trading might help preserve them by giving them 
tangible value-a process that Sandor has shown to work 
in the past. 

Can the technique solve problems in education, public 
safety, or social problems? "The potential is vast," says 
Sandor, who seems disinclined to retire. Perhaps he wants 
to create one or two more markets. • 

Jack El-Hai is the author ojThe Lobotomist: A Maverick Medi
cal Genius and His Tragic Quest to Rid the World of Mental 
Illness. 
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After World War I, the once-dominant Gopher football 
program slogged through a rebuilding phase. The 

athletics department was overhauled, a new football 
coach stepped in, and alumni and students helped build 

the team a stadium. The team's fortunes had to turn. 
But then Red Grange came to town. 

On January 3, 1922, Colonel Eliel T. Lee, a thrice
wounded veteran of the Civil War and perhaps the biggest 
supporter of University of Minnesota football in the state, 
died in the Minnesota Soldiers' Home at the age of 77. He was 
buried a few days later in Lakewood Cemetery in Minneapolis. 
Known to a generation of Gopher fans as "The Man with the 
Flag," Lee had been a faithful attendee of all home football 
games for so many years the exact count was lost. Until the 
very end, he brought an American flag to each game and waved 
it proudly on behalf of his team. 

Colonel Eliel Lee, 
whose pictu re 
appeared on 
the cover of 
the January 12, 
1922, Minnesota 
Alumni Weekly 
shortly after his 
death, waved 
the American 
flag over Gopher 
football victories. 



Adding charm to this tradition 
was the fact that Colonel Lee refused 
to let his flag fly over a Gopher 
defeat. In the fourth quarter of those 
games in which the home team was 
down by an insurmountable margin, 
Lee would quietly roll up his flag and 
slip out of Northrop Field before the 
final gun sounded. To thousands of 
fans, the sight of Lee packing up his 
staff and heading for the exit was a 
melancholy moment, a signal that 
the party was over. 

Actually, the melancholy was per
vasive in regard to the University of 
Minnesota football program during 
the last two years of Lee's life. He 
and his flag had not witnessed the 
bitter end of many Gopher games 
through the 1920 and '21 seasons. 
In fact, not since before D r. Henry 
L. "Williams first took the reins of the 
football program, 22 years earlier, 
had Minnesota football seen such 
miserable days. 

..,.. ... 
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also included service teams like the 
Chicago "Municipal Pier" squad-a 
group of all-star U.S. Navy recruits 
culled from various college football 
teams around the country-and a 
combined football squad of Car
leton and St. O laf college players, 
which the Gophers thumped 59-6. 

The Gophers had another pretty 
good team in 1919, winning five of 
eight games, but two conference 
losses, to Iowa and Illinois, were 
galling and put Minnesota out of 
running for the Big Ten champion
ship. For a football program accus
tomed to the successes that the U 
of M had achieved through the first 
15 years of the century, a 5-3 record 
simply wasn't good enough. 

Then came the disastrous 1920 
season, during which tl1e Gophers 
lost every one of their six confer
ence contests. They rebounded to 
win two Big Ten games in 1921 , but 
were crushed by Ohio State (27-0), 
the Wisconsin Badgers (35-0), the 
Iowa Haw keyes ( 41-7), and the 
Michigan Wolverines (38-0). The 
once-proud Gopher football team 
was utterly humiliated, week after 
week sending Colonel Lee and his 
flag back to the Soldiers' Home with 
ample time for an early Saturday 
supper. 

"Williams had long been consid
ered one of the premier coaches in 
the nation . He was an innovator 
and "a strategist of the first water," 
according to Walter Eckersall, a 
widely read Chicago Tribune sports
writer of the era. Williams brought 
the new-fangled and little-used 
forward pass to Minnesota in the 
1910s, and his teams won or tied for 
conference championships in 1900, 
'03, '04, '06, '09, '10, '11 , and '15. In 
eight of his 22 years, the Gophers 
were undefeated; in eight more, they 
lost just one game. 

Perhaps "Williams' greatest team 
was one that didn't even win the con
ference championship. In 1916, the 
Gophers fielded a squad that out
scored its opponents by the remark-

Opposite page: The 1924 Gophers 
fin ished the season 3- 3- 2, winning just 
one, high profile, conference game. 

The consensus among Minneso
ta students, alumni, and fans every
where was that something needed to 
be done-and quickly. It was easy to 
point the finger at the aging Coach 
"Williams with accusations that the 
game had passed him by, but as 
sportswriter Eckersall pointed out 
to Minnesota fans : To win games 
in a highly competitive conference 

Above: The November 20, 1924, Minnesota 
Alumni Weekly publ ished the play-by-play 
drama of the Minnesota- Illinois game. 

able margin of 348-28, an average score of nearly 50- 4. 
The only blemish in the schedule was an upset at Northrop 
Field, when Illinois came to town and stifled the vaunted 
Gopher passing attack. 

The Gophers had decent records in 191 7 and 1918, 
but World War I enlistments depleted the levels of foot
ball talent for programs around the nation, making the 
competition less than it had been in the past. Schedules 
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like the Big Ten, a program had to 
do more than simply switch coaches. Top-quality athletes 
were needed and they had to be lured to the school by a 
variety of means. 

"Alumni of other institutions are constantly on the alert 
for promising athletic material," said Eckersall in a special 
analysis of the football program, written for the student 
paper Ski- U-M ah. "The grads have been instrumental in 
persuading boys to go far away to school, and when they 
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arrived, pos1t10ns of 
some kind were obtained 
whereby they could work 
their way through col
lege." 

The alumni association 
at the University agreed 
that something needed to 
be done, but its concerns 
went far beyond recruit
ing. At the end of the 
1921 season, the alumni 
association formed a 
committee on athletics 
headed by former asso
ciation president Henry 
Nachtrieb. These advis
ers met just days after the 
last game of the year and 
quickly counseled Uni
versity president Lotus 
Coffman and the Board 
of Regents via the pages 
of The Alumni Weekly 
"that the athletic system 
at the University is out of 
date." What was needed 
was a system established 
"along the lines followed 
at a number of other western universities." This meant 
creating a more professional athletic department headed 
by an athletic director "who shall give his entire time to 
that work." 

The committee also advised Coffman to fire all athletic 
coaches at the end of the year. This turned out to be the 
means by which the Gophers got rid of the man whose 
name had been inextricably linked to Minnesota football 
for more than 20 years . 

Coffman, along with the chairman of the alumni commit
tee, a man named John Harrison, and Regent Fred Snyder 
were designated as members of an interim athletic board. 
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Far left: Henry Williams, Gopher football 
coach from 1900 to 1922, led his teams to eight 
conference victories or ties in eight seasons. 
Top: Clarence Schutte, left, circled the end 
for a touchdown against Illinois in 1924. 

Above: A team photo of the 1924 Gophers 
Left: Illinois running back Red Grange, 
aka the Galloping Ghost 

They asked for and received the resignation of all 
Gopher coaches and then proceeded to establish 
the University's first athletic department. To head 
this division they hired the University's first-ever 
director of athletics, Fred Luehring, previously 
of the University of Nebraska. A few days later, 
this same trio hired a new football coach, William 
H. Spaulding, who had been coaching football at 
Western Michigan University. The board then 

disbanded and turned over its work to Luehring, who pro
ceeded to rehire the rest of the Gopher coaches, beginning 
with basketball coach, Dr. Louis Cooke. Just one coach was 
not rehired: Dr. Henry Williams. 

One other effort to boost the fortunes of the football 
program swung into full gear that winter of 1921-22, and it 
would turn out to be the biggest and most enduring change. 
The possibility of building a memorial stadium, to honor 
the service of Minnesotans during the war, had been dis
cussed around the University since the end of World War 
I. Those talks, however, had never progressed into a con
structive phase. That Northrop Field was small, old, and 



inadequate to the needs of a Big Ten 
football program was understood by 
all. But now, combined with the des
ultory efforts of the Gopher squad 
over the past couple of years, and the 
fact that a number of other regional 
schools had built mammoth stadi
ums, the need for a new playing field 
for the Gophers seemed paramount. 

Working in conjunction with the 
Board of Regents and a number of 
individual alumni, the alumni asso
ciation helped form the Greater Uni
versity Corporation, which became 
the fund-raising arm for Memorial 
Stadium. The stadium project was 
joined with efforts to build orthrop 
Auditorium, with the total price tag 
for the two buildings estimated at 
near $2 million. 

The funding campaign began in 
the fall of 1922 and was an immediate 
success. In less than a year, pledges 
from students, faculty, alumni, and 
other fans ofUniversity of Minnesota 
football had exceeded the $700,000 
necessary to construct Memorial 
Stadium. Ground was broken on the 
project in March 1924, and while it 
would take several more years (until 
1929) to finish the fund-raising and 
complete construction on Northrop 
Auditorium, the bricks and mortar 
for the stadium were laid with amaz
ing rapidity. On October 4, 1924, less 
than two years from the day the first 
dollar was donated, the Minnesota 
Gophers welcomed the University 
of North Dakota to their brand new 
home and beat the Flickertails 14-0. 

Coaching for Minnesota that day 
was William Spaulding, who had 
had a tough opening season for the 
Gophers in 1922, winning just two 
of six Big Ten games. Spaulding had 
experienced a hopeful second year at 
the helm, when for the first time in 
years Minnesota had actually vied for 
the Big Ten conference champion
ship, beating Northwestern and Iowa 
and tying Wisconsin. But a loss in 
the season finale at Michigan ended 
any possibility of a 1923 title for the 
Gophers. 

Unfortunately, that defeat turned 
out to be a portent of things to come 
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in the 1924 season. After the North 
Dakota win, Minnesota lost twice and 
tied twice in its next four games, which 
meant that by mid-November the 
Gophers were winless in Big Ten play. 
Despite a fancy new, 50,000-seat stadi
um and relatively new head coach, Min
nesota had only a single victory, against 
the less-than-fierce Flickertails, to show 
for their struggles that season. 

It seemed like the bad old days of 
Gopher football had returned. Adding 
to the sense of misery was the fact that 
the Big Ten season was scheduled to end 
on November 15 against the Univer
sity of Illinois, which had what many 
considered the best football team in the 
country, headed by its star running back, 
the incomparable Red Grange. 

Only a junior at lllinois, Grange had 
already achieved legendary status, on a 
par with some of the other great iconic 
sports figures of the 1920s, including 
Babe Ruth, Knute Rockne , and Jack 
Dempsey. In a game against powerhouse 
Michigan in his first varsity season, 
Grange had scored four touchdowns 
in under 12 minutes of play, establish
ing his brilliance early in his career. In 
subsequent years, fans would pour by 
the tens of thousands into stadiums 
across the Big Ten to watch him play, 
and Grange would ultimately be named 
to three successive all-American teams 
at halfback. He was also christened with 
one of the greatest nicknames in sports 
history: the Galloping Ghost. 

Aligned against the Ghost that 
upcoming Saturday were the Flickertail 
maulers, aka the Minnesota Gophers, 
who didn't look like they had a chance. 
All week long the local papers ran one 
profile after another of Grange, touting his skills, his mod
esty, and his accomplishments on the gridiron. There was 
not much ink left for the local boys. 

Adding to the gloom surrounding the game was the 
fact that University officials had decided weeks earlier to 
officially dedicate the stadium in this, the last home game 
of the season, against Big Ten rival Illinois. In other words, 
dignitaries and officials from around the state were about 
to gather with some 50,000 other Gopher fans to bless the 
new sports facility and witness what one local sportswriter 
described as "Illinois in the role of the lion slay[ing] the 
lamb, portrayed by Minnesota." 

The opening kickoff went to the Gophers, and they went 
no place fast. After three downs, Minnesota had gained 
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seven yards and punted to Grange. Illi
nois proceeded to march down the field 
and, eight plays later, the Galloping 
Ghost was sprinting into the end zone 
from the 11-yard line. It was 7-0 Illini 
before latecomers had even warmed 
their seats. 

But that 11-yard touchdown by 
Grange would turn out to be his lon
gest run of the day. Suddenly, every time 
he touched the ball, he was stuffed by 
a swarm of Minnesota tacklers. "Again 
and again 'Red' Grange hugged the ball 
to his ribs and started one of his famous 
runs," wrote Lorena Hickok in the next 
day's Minneapolis Tribune. "Again and 
again he started and dropped, with three 
or four Gophers on top of him." 

Top: William Spaulding 
replaced Williams as 
Gopher football coach 
in 1922 but left by 1925. 

Above: Ground was 
broken on Memorial 
Stadium in March 1924 
and was dedicated 
November 15, during 
the Illinois game. 
Left: Gopher halfback 
Clarence Schutte 

Stepping forward 
on offense for Min
nesota was its own 
halfback, Clarence 
Schutte, who after a 
season of injury and 
undistinguished play 
was doing a pretty 
fair imitation of the 
legendary Ghost. 
Schutte scored on 
Minnesota's first 
drive of the sec
ond quarter, and he 

scored again on the last drive 
of the half. He scored one 
more time in the third quar
ter, making the score 20-7 in 
favor of the Gophers. Late 
in that same period, Grange 
was gang-tackled one last 
time, so banged up by Min
nesota linemen now that he 
had to be carried from the 
field. 

"On his shield, with injuries that may put him out for 
the rest of the season, we sent him back to Illinois Saturday 
night-'Red' Grange the Incomparable, football's hero 
of heroes," wrote Hickok, (who would one day achieve a 
kind of fame of her own, as the special friend of Eleanor 
Roosevelt). 

Twenty to 7 turned out to be the final score in what was 
surely the most satisfying victory for a Gopher football team 
in years. Memorial Stadium had been well-dedicated, and 
fair turnabout had been achieved for that 1916 upset of the 
U of M's undefeated team by Illinois. 

It would be nice to report that the fortunes of the Min
nesota football program rose on a steady course in the 



wake of the Illinois upset, but, in 
fact, the Gophers lost their very next, 
season-ending game to Vanderbilt 
16-0. What's more, Coach Spaulding 
would soon be replaced by Clarence 
Spears and a couple more years of 
rebuilding loomed. 

By the 1930s, however, the Uni
versity of Minnesota had established 
the best football program in the 
country under coach Bernie Bier
man, continuing the great tradition 
that had been born in the days of 
Henry Williams. Minnesota won its 
first national championship in 1934 
and would repeat that achievement 
in 193 5 and 1936, and then again in 
1941 and 1942. The team was unde
feated in '34, '3 5, '40, and '41, and 
these last two teams featured the play 
of Minnesota's only Heisman Trophy 
winner, Bruce Smith. 

Henry L. Williams died in 1931, 
just a few years shy of the full-fledged 
return of championship Minnesota 
Gopher football. He apparently held 
no bitterness about his abrupt depar
ture from U of M athletics, and the 
University rewarded his continued 
support by honoring him with a ban
quet just four months after he was 
asked to leave his post. 

Members of each of his teams 
gathered in the union ballroom for 
tl1e occasion and presented Williams 
with a gold watch, aU ofM blanket, 
and a silver football, which held the 
names of all the men who'd received 
football letters under his coaching. 
The final gift was an honorary U 
of M letter of his own, stitched to 
a gold-colored sweater. All the old 
footballers choked back tears at this 
last presentation, according to the 
Alumni Weekly. "No man who has 
received an honorary L.L.D. from 
his alma mater," said Dr. Williams, 
"is half as proud as I am to receive 
this emblem of manhood from Min
nesota." 

In 1950, the University renamed 
its newly renovated basketball field
bouse in his honor. • 

Tim Brady is a St. Paul writer and fre
quent contributor to Minnesota. 

WW W .A L U M NI.U M N . EDV 

What you may not have learned at the 

UofM ••• 
The University of Minnesota 

has a great credit union. 

If you are currently with a bank, 
you can do better. 

As a member of the Alumni Association, 
you are eligible for the great membership 

benefits and rates in the 
University of Minnesota Federal Credit Union. 

U NIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA F EDERAL CREDIT UNION 

• NEW LOCATION! 
825 Washington Ave SE #202 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 
612.465.0400 

• 107 Kirby Student Center 
1120 Kirby Drive 

Duluth, MN 55812 
218.726.6310 

www. umfcu. net 

UNIV · MINNEAPOLI$-UNIVERSITY • Radisson University Hotel • Minneapolis 
615 washington Avenue S.E., Minneapolis, MN • 612·579-8888 
www.radlsson.com/unlv _minneapolis • aoo-sss-ssss 
' Rate IS $107 Apr-Qct 2006, $97 NOV·Dec, 2006 

MI NNES OTA 35 



A preview of the dance, visual 
arts, music, and theater events 
coming to campus this fall. 

By Camille LeFevre 

MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES 
Weisman Art Museum 

"There are some who would insist that clothes are utterly 
unimportant. To even focus on them is to dance with the 
devil of superficiality and pretension," writes Robin Givhan, 
fashion editor of The Washington Post, in the exhibition 
catalog for "Pattern Language: Clothing as Communica
tor," which comes to the Weisman Art Museum this fall. 
"Clothing alone does not give us the full picture of the per
son," she concedes, but notes that it's "a thumbnail sketch, 
an introduction, and a tool for deciding how much more 
we want to know." 

The exhibition, which originated at Tufts University 
Art Gallery, goes beyond examining the everyday function 
of clothing and into the realms of clothing as art, design as 
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SUITS: The Clothes Make the Man (1998) 
(above), by the Art Guys, Courtesy of 
the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; 
Anti_Dog Copywriting Unwanted 
Sentences (2003), by Alicia Framis, 
courtesy of the artist; and Nexus 
Architecture x 8-Cite LaNoue (1997) 
(top of next page), by Lucy Orta, 
courtesy of the artist, are part of 
" Pattern Language" at the Weisman. 

social critique, material as inspiration for interaction, and 
fashion as cultural system. Items from the 1960s through the 
present, created by artists from around the world, include 
Joseph Beuys's Felt Suit, Emily Sontag's Second Skin (labeled 
with anatomically correct terms of plastic surgery), and a 
dress woven out of cloth tape measures. In conjunction with 
the exhibition, curator Judith Fox and three of the artists 
conduct a panel discussion (October 15), Weisman curator 
Diane Mullin talks on James Rosenquist's famous Paper Suit 
(November 2), and exhibition artist Galya Rosenfeld juries 
a student runway show (November 30). 

"Pattern Language: Clothing as Communicator" runs 
October 14 through December 31 at the Weisman Art 
Museum, 333 E. River Road, Minneapolis, 612-625-
9494. 



Goldstein Museum of Design 

Meanwhile, in the tiny Goldstein Gallery on the 
St. Paul campus, guest curators Dolores DeFore, 
former merchandise manager at Dayton's Oval 
Room and former president of Harold, and Gloria 
Hogan, a former bureau chief at Women's Wear 
Daily, plumbed the archives for couture by the 
most influential designers of the 20th century. 
For "American Fashion Transformed," the duo 
selected Norman Norell, Pauline Trigere, Geof
frey Beene, and Bill Blass. 

All of them "were in business more than 50 
years and were behind the growth of American 
postwar fashion," Hogan explains. "Their work also dem
onstrates magnificent tailoring and fit." She recalls that 
whenever Blass came to town, "he always said Minneap-

West Bank Arts Crawl 
The Arts Quarter celebrates its many arts disciplines, 
and their lively intersections, during the second annual 
West Bank Arts Quarter Crawl (October 13). In the Barbara 
Barker Center for Dance, University dance students 
conduct an open rehearsal of Rooms, a masterp iece of 
modern dance created in 1955 by acclaimed American 
choreographer Anna Sokolow. On the lawn behind Ted 
Mann Concert Hall, the University Theatre continues 
its rendition of Mikhail Bulgakov's anti·Stalinist novel 
The Master and Margarita in a production that features 
its own live band, a car filled with devils, and fireworks. 
The Regis Center for Art's Nash Gallery holds its opening 
reception for the "Fifth Minnesota National Print 
Biennial." And in Lloyd Ultan Recital Hall, joseph Wytko, 
saxophonist with the Phoenix Symphony Orchestra 
and founder of the joseph Wytko Saxophone Quartet, 
performs a concert of diverse works . 

All events are free. For more information call612-625-
40o1 or visit www.artsquarter.umn.edu. 
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Pauline Trigere is one of four 
designers whose work is featured 
in "American Fashion Transformed" 
at the Goldstein. Above, her Green 
and White Wool Suit (circa 1960). 

olis women made it one of the best-dressed cities in the 
country." Many of those women have generously donated 
hundreds of Blass, Beene, Trigere, and Norell items to the 
Goldstein, enabling an exhibition that looks back at the 
fashion innovations that still influence designers today. In 
a lecture, Valerie Steele, chief curator and director of the 
Musewn at the Fashion Institute ofTechnology, New York, 
addresses how everyday clothing, high fashion, and wear
able art in both this exhibition and "Pattern Language" at 
the Weisman communicate our social and personal desires 
(November 16). 

"American Fashion Transformed: Four Master Design
ers" runs September 23, 2006, through January 7, 2007 at 
the Goldstein Museum of Design, 244 McNeal Hall, 1985 
Buford Ave., St. Paul, 612-624-7434. 

Bell Museum of Natural History 

Jim Brandenburg is best known for his portraits of wolves, 
photographed primarily in the North Woods of Minnesota 
and published extensively in National Geographic, as well as 
in several best-selling books. The Ely, Minnesota-based 
photographer has also published the creative challenges 
he's set for himself, such as shooting just one a photograph 
a day for 90 days around the lakes and woods that surround 
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his home. 
But Brandenburg grew up on the prairies of southwest 

Minnesota, and in the past 10 years he's been getting back 
to his roots. He established a gallery on Main Street in his 
hometown of Luverne that showcases his past and present 
prairie photography. He started the Brandenburg Prai
rie Foundation, which is dedicated to the restoration and 
expansion of natural prairie in southwest Minnesota. And 
he began spending more time shooting the tallgrass prairies 
of Minnesota, Nebraska, the Dakotas, and Iowa. 

This exhibition brings together 43 of those photographs, 
in which he captures the prairie's wide-open magnificence 
and intricate detail, as well as the ecosystem's meditative 
splendor and incendiary drama. Prior to the exhibition's 
opening, Brandenburg speaks about his photographic and 
conservation work (September 30). 

"Touch the Sky: Prairie Photographs by Jim Branden
burg" runs October 1 through December 31 at the Bell 
Museum of Natural History, 10 Church St. SE, Minne
apolis, 612-624-9050. 

Katherine E. Nash Gallery 

The University's art department began the "Fifth Minne
sota National Print Biennial," a juried exhibition, in 1996 
as a way of "showcasing the vitality of printmaking, both 
traditional and unconventional, while stimulating dialogue 
among Twin Cities artists and print aficionados about the 
contemporary ideas and issues printmakers are exploring in 
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Prai rie Smoke (top) and Touch the Sky at Dusk, 
by Jim Brandenburg, are part of " Touch the Sky" 
at the Bell Museum. 

their work," explains Jerry Krepps, curator of the exhibition 
and associate professor in the art department. 

Traditionally the genre of printmaking includes woodcut 
relief, etching and graving itaglio, lithography, and silk
screen. But the genre has expanded to embrace the highly 
experimental subgenre of digital media. The fifth biennial 
includes more than 90 works that exemplify printmaking 
of all types, created by more than 70 artists from around 
the United States. 

Local contributions to the exhibition include a large, 
bold abstraction rendered via woodblock printing and layers 



From top: Kathe: Despair 
and Defiance (2005), color 
etching, by Warrington 
Colescott; Catherine 
Harding Tests the Seals on 
Her Home Canned Produce 
(2oo6), woodcutts ilkscreen 
by Heather O'Hara; 
and Bush meat (2005), 
li thograph/ monotype, 
by Tom Christison, are 
at the Nash Gallery. 

of oil paint on canvas by young, up
and-coming artist Matthew Bindert; 
and a si lkscreen that provocatively 
merges images of a flower, a bird, and 
a fan by Stephanie Hunder, associate 
professor of art at Concor dia Col
lege. Krepps also singles out Heather 
O'Hara, a graduate student at Cor
nell University in Ithaca, New York, 
who had three works accepted into 
the biennial that "humorously deal 
with political commentary about the 
religious right, for instance, in very 
graphic reds, blacks and whites using 
woodcuts and silkscreen." If there's a 
theme to this year's biennial, Krepps 
ventures, it's the preponderance of 
"strong expressive images that deal 
with issues of humanity." 

The "Fifth Minnesota National 
Print Biennial" runs October 10 
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through November 9 at the Katherine 
E. Nash Gallery, Regis Center for Art, 
405 21st Ave. S., Minneapolis, 612-
624-7530. 

THEATER 
University Theatre Presents 
The Master and Margarita 

For almost a decade, Mikhail Bulga
kov struggled to finish his novel, The 
Master and Margarita . The first version 
was burned. Subsequent drafts were 
completed in fits and starts. And Bul
gakov died while working on the final 
version; his wife completed the book in 
1941. When it was first published, in 
Moscow magazine, the book was heavily 
censored. In 1989, scholars published 
a complete version of the novel, now 
lauded as one of the most important 
literary works of the Soviet era. 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Join the Bell Museum 
of Natural History and 
receive deep discounts 

on programs and 
special events! 

This fal l, the Bell Museum 
will host the premier of 
the exhibit "Touch the Sky: 
Prairie Photographs by Jim 
Brandenburg." 

Bel l Museum members receive 
a 60% discount on tickets to 
the opening event with Jim 
Brandenburg on September 30. 

Join today! 

BELL MUSEUM 
of Natural History 

UMAA members receive 
25% off the cost of 

museum membership 
(regularly $30-$45). 

Visit: www.bellmuseum.org 
Call: 612-626-9603 
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Go beyond sound bytes 

and spin ... and get your news 

firsthand ... A monthly date 

with the experts ... 

Hear it here, 
as it happens ... 

To sign up for monthly topic 
announcements visit : 
www.cce.umn.edu/headliners 
or call 612/624.4000 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

The University of M1nnesota is an equal opportunity 
educator and employer. 
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Luverne Seifert (left) and Michael Sommers, co·directors of the University Theatre 
production The Master and Margarita, to be staged outside the Ted Mann Concert Hall. 

What was the fuss all about? Get 
a glimpse when University Theatre, 
under the co-direction of Michael Som
mers and Luverne Seifert, performs its 
version of the novel on the lawn behind 
Ted Mann Concert Hall. The epic, anti
Stalinist novel is so complex, explains 
Seifert, head of the B.A. Performance 
Program in theater, "that we decided it 
had to be outdoors, otherwise the pro
duction would be too confined. The 
novel is extraordinarily theatrical and 
the scenes take place in huge spaces, like 
the entirety of Moscow." 

The theater group also eliminated 
one of the novel's three plot lines that 
intertwine ideas about art and religion, 
satire and realism, historical truthful
ness and contemporary values that were 
subversive in Bulgakov's time. They 
kept the story thread about Satan (i.e., 
Stalin), who arrives in Moscow in the 
guise of a gentleman magician named 
Professor Woland, accompanied by an 
entourage of questionable characters 
(including a gun-toting black cat and a 
fanged hit man). 

A Marriage of Music and Theater 
The University Opera Theatre presents 
Mozart's Le Nozze di Figaro (The Marriage 
of Figaro), directed by David Walsh, 
November 9 through 12 at the Ted Mann 
Concert Hall. Performances are sung 
in Ital ian with English surtitles, and 
pre·opera lobby discussions begin 45 
minutes before each performance. The 
Ted Mann Concert Hall is at 2 128 Fourth 
St. s., Minneapolis, 612·625·2345. 

As this motley crew turns Moscow 
upside down and causes the citizenry to 
question the presence of God, another 
plot centers on the Master, a writer 
imprisoned in an insane asylum, and 
his married lover, Margarita, who sells 
her soul to the Devil to free the Mas
ter. (A third thread about the Master's 
book, which depicts the crucifixion of 
Jesus, is merely alluded to.) 

But even University Theatre's 
streamlining of the novel, under the 
guidance of Minneapolis playwright 
Kira Obolensky, promises to be a mul
tidisciplinary pageant, because of the 
contributions of all the collaborators 
involved. The 30 student performers 
come from dance, theater, music, and 
studio arts. Co-director Sommers, who 
also directs the Minneapolis-based 
Open Eye Figure Theater, brings his 
trenchant social commentary, adven
turous staging and puppetry to the 
production. 

Minneapolis choreographer Shawn 
McConneloug created a movement 
vocabulary for the students. And Min
neapolis composer Eric Jensen helped 
the students create a band that will 
perform live within the play and has 
written the musical score as well. In 
other words, the group essentially used 
Bulgakov's novel "as a springboard," 
Sommers explains, "to create a work 
that's our own." 

The book can be read from vari
ous perspectives, as it's infused with 



slapstick-style humor, allegories 
both religious and philosophical, and 
socio-political satire. In University 
Theater's version, those perspectives 
will be explored largely through imag
ery. "The images are the motor of the 
play, and we tell the story through tab
leaux, cinematic approaches that take 
the performers really close or really 
far away from the audience, and lots 
of movement," Sommers says. 

The back of the music building 
will be "dressed," he adds, to look 
like apartments. The devils arrive in 
a tricked-out car. T he audience moves 
with the performers from scene to 
scene. And there will be a bonfire, and 
perhaps even fireworks. Adds Som
mers, "It's an outdoor spectacle." 

The Master and Margarita, a non
ticketed production, plays October 
5-14 outside the Ted Mann Concert 
Hall on the West Bank campus. Call 
612-625-4001 for information on this 
and other University Theatre produc
tions. 

McCoy Tyner performs at the Ted 
Mann Concert Hall October 28. 

MUSIC 
Northrop Jazz Season 

Jazz may still belong to the urban 
clubs where it originated, with their 
dusky intimacy. But sin ce Wynton 
Marsalis first headlined Jazz at Lin
coln Center, America's unique style 
of music has found a home in concert 
halls around the country, including 
through the Northrop Jazz Season at 
Ted Mann Concert Hall. 

Now in its 13th year, the jazz 
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series has a programming approach 
that generates both excitement and 
confidence in concertgoers, says Dale 
Schatzlein, Northrop director and 
curator of the series. Each year, the 
series presents a singular combination 
of jazz masters and young turks. "Our 
patrons may not know all the artists 
on the program, and there's always a 
wild card," Schatzlein explains. "But 
because our patrons know at least 
one of the artists, they'll take their 
chances. They've learned to trust the 
jazz series." 

Case in point: T his season opens 
with tenor-saxophone giant Sonny 
Rollins (September 17), in concert 
with Clifton Anderson (trombone), 
Bobby Broom (guitar), Bob Cranshaw 
(bass), Kimati Dinizulu (percussion), 
and Victor Lewis (drums)-hot on the 
heels of Rollins's new summer release, 
Sonny Please. Because Northrop seeks 
"to journey with the musical evolution 
of artists," Scha tzlein says, this is Rol
lins's third appearance in the series. 
And it could be his last. According to 
Schatzlein, Rollins has cut back on 
touring since his wife's death. This 
concert provides one more chance to 
hear the saxophonist who still "blows 
like a force of nature," as one review
er says, and revel in Rollins's quirky 
rhythmic patterns, inspired improvi
sations, and wry humor. 

New to the Northrop Jazz Sea
son is the legendary McCoy Tyner 
(October 28). A celebrated member 
ofJohn Coltrane's iconic 1960s quar
tet, the revered composer, pianist, 
and bandleader hand-picked a septet 
for this engagement: Eric Alexander 
(tenor saxophone), Donald Harrison 
(alto saxophone), Steve Turre (trom
bone), Nicholas Payton (trumpet), 
Charnett Moffett (bass), and Eric 
Gravatt (drums). T he group will res
urrect classics from 1960 to 1974 that 
showcase Tyner's original blues-based 
style featuring big block chords and a 
percussive left hand. 

Now, for the series wi ld card: The 
Bad Plus (October 4). Made up of 
three local musicians (pianist Ethan 
Iverson is from Eau Claire, Wiscon
sin, while bassist Reid Anderson and 

Our eighth-annual fiction 
contest is open to all 

University of Minnesota 
alumni and students. 

How to enter: 
Submit a double-spaced, typed 
manuscript, 3.000 words or 
fewer. Submissions must not 
have been previously published. 
Past winners of this contest 
must wait two years before 
entering again. Poetry, children's 
stories, plays, and screenplays 
are not eligible. 

Include a cover sheet that bears 
your name, year of graduation 
(or years of attending the 
University), day and evening 
phone numbers, address, 
story title, and word count 
of the manuscript. To ensure 
anonymity, please do not put 
your name on the manuscript 
itself. Manuscripts will not 
be returned. 

The winner will receive $1,500, 

and the winning story will 
be published in the March-
April 2007 issue of Minnesota 
magazine and on the 
magazine's Web site. The author 
of the winning entry will be 
notified in early January but 
won't be announced 
until publication. 

Submissions must be postmarked 
by December 4, 2006. Send to: 
Minnesota Magazine FictionContest 
U of M Alumni Association 
McNamara Alumni Center 
200 Oak St. SE, Suite 200 

Minneapolis, MN 55455-2040. 
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drummer David King are 
Minneapolis natives), the 
trio blends indie rock's 
edge and pop music's 
mainstream appeal with 
jazz's free-wheeling idio
syncracies. "For decades, 
jazz artists have been tak
ing standards and making 
them their own," Schat
zlein explains. "The Bad 
Plus just does this with rock and pop." The band's cover of 
Vangelis's "Chariots ofFire," one reviewer writes, "is a weird
ly heartbreaking interpretation . . . that manages to reflect all 
that is cross-eyed and beautiful about the Bad Plus." 

For more information, call612-624-2435 or visit www. 
northrop. umn. edu. 

DANCE 
Northrop Dance Season 

A timeless American modern-dance icon and an ageless 
African American tap phenom; an opulent Russian ballet 
classic, and an imagistic butoh ensemble. The fall lineup 
for tills year's Northrop Dance Season is stunningly eli verse, 
with each offering a must-see event unto itself for dance 
aficionados and curious neophytes alike. 

Never was there a more auspicious season opener than 
the Martha Graham Dance Company (October 20), last 
seen here in 1978. Inarguably the doyenne of modern 
dance, Graham invented a choreographic style centered in 
the solar plexus that infused her stark, ritualistic dances with 
primal power. Her legendary collaborations with fashion 
designer Halston and sculptor Isamu Noguchi also con
tributed to Graham's status as a figurehead for the potent 
rigor of modernism. Since her death, however, Graham's 
company has been in disarray, from which dancer Janet Eil
ber and others have pulled the repertory to relative safety. 
A selection of signature works will make up the program by 
the 22-member company. 

University Dance Program 

Top: The Martha Graham Dance 
Company performs at Northrop 
Auditorium October 20. 

Bottom: Sankai juku performs at 
Northrop Auditorium November 3. 

T he dance series 
continues with 
the return of the 
precedent-setting, 
Paris-based butoh 
troupe Sankai 
Juku (November 
3), which previ
ously graced the 

orthrop stage in 
1996. The seven
man ensemble
known for shaved 
heads, white-paint
ed bodies, and gla
cially paced move
ment style-was 
among the first of 
butoh's practitio
ners to bring the 
post-World War 
II art form to the 
concert stage. The 
company's evening
length "Kagemi

Beyond the Metaphors" is composed of seven tableaux that 
open with a forest of lotus flowers and that examine risk, 
danger, and death within the solemn quietude ofbutoh. 

An aural feast of percussive dance and live sound fills the 
stage when Savion Glover drums the floorboards in a partly 
improvised session with ten classical string musicians and a 
four-piece jazz band (November 8). Drawing from the deep 
expressive well in which tap lives as communication, Glover 
literally "speaks" with his feet as he calls and responds, chal
lenges and answers the musicians with his singular, virtuosic 
fluency. The musical palette for his solo show, "Classical 
Savion," ranges from Vivaldi 's "Four Seasons" to jazzed-up 
version of"The Stars and Stripes Forever." 

The fall lineup concludes with the return of the Miami 
City Ballet, founded by the irrepress

Last year, students in the University Dance Program performed Inlets by Merce 
Cunningham with the boldness, verve, and technical proficiency the program 
instills in its students. This fall, the immensely versatile students tackle another 
masterpiece of modern dance, Rooms, by Anna Sokolow. Lorry May, founding 
director of the Sokolow Dance Foundation, and who danced as a soloist with 

ible Edward Villella, a former superstar 
of the New York City Ballet. Beloved 
around the world for their flawless art
istry and Balanchine-based repertory, 
the troupe indulges Northrop audi
ences during tills engagement with the 
full-length ballet chestnut, "Don Quix
ote." Based on Miguel de Cervantes' 
classic tale of a foible-rife swordsman 
and his trusty servant, the endearing 
ballet bursts with comedy, fantasy, and 
romance during three acts based on the 
original ballet by Marius Petipa. • 

Sokolow for more than 30 years, will teach the 
piece to the students as the Cowles Land Grant 
Guest Artist. Sokolow began her career as a dancer 
in Martha Graham's company. In its exploration 
of urban alienation, loneliness, and the resilience 
of the human spirit, Rooms (created in 1955) bears 
the uncompromising vision with which both 
choreographers stamped their work. The University 
Dance Program presents Rooms October 27- 29 at 
the Southern Theater, 1420 Washington Ave. S., 
Minneapolis, 612-340-1725. 
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Camille LeFevre is a St. Paul-based free
lance w1•iter. 



HISTORIC 
GROUNDBREAKING! 
Come back to campus for a 
Fun, Festive, Family Celebration! 

Join Goldy for a pre-game pep rally at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
September 30 at the future site of the TCF Bank Stadium: 
4th and Oak Streets Parking Lot, Minneapolis. 

Enjoy refreshments and entertainment before taking the 
shuttle to the Metrodome to watch the Gophers and 
the Wolverines fight for the Little Brown Jug. 

For more information, visit www.alumni.umn.edu. 
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l{ickStart 
Kelsey Hood's passion and fierce 
competitiveness make her 
key to the resurgence of Gopher soccer. 
BY SHEILA MULROONEY ELDRED 

hen Kelsey Hood's older sis ter, Jackie, asked her to 
play in a 3-on-3 soccer tournament in July, the Gopher 
midfielder didn't hesitate. Still recovering from a tonsil
lectomy, Hood couldn't eat. But 10 days away from the 
soccer field was as much as she could stomach. Despite 
her doctor's recommendation, Hood played and the sisters 
won the tournament. She felt like she'd lost five pounds. 

Afterward, lying on the couch watching the World Cup, 
Hood reconsidered the wisdom of her decision. "That night 
I was dying," she recalls. "It was awful." 

Still, she says, the surgery was worth it in order to ensure 
that she won't miss any of the upcoming season. After playing 
"almost every minute" of the 2005 season, according to head 
coach Mikki De1mey Wright (B.A. '97) and working harder 
than even her coaches had asked, fatigue finally caught up 
with Hood in the form of tonsillitis. "At the Big Ten tourna
ment she couldn't give the effort she wanted," remembers 
Denney Wright. In spite of her ailment, Hood earned Fresh
man all-Big Ten honors at the tournament. 

Little can separate Hood from a soccer ball. She honed 
her skills during the summer by playing for the elite-level 
Minnesota Lightning of the United Soccer League. "It's 
really hard for her to miss anything," Denney Wright says. 
"She has an unbelievable desire to be great. That's something 
you can't coach; you have to recruit." Denney Wright had 
been recruiting Hood for years, even before the coach joined 
the Gophers in 2004. "She was one of my favorite players 
right away," says Denney Wright, then the top assistant at 
Missouri. "She's one of those great competitors." 

Hood, from Ankeny, Iowa, was intrigued enough at the 
prospect of being a Gopher to visit Minnesota . Eventu
ally, the special education major turned down offers from 
Auburn, Kansas, and West Virginia and a promise from 
Florida in favor of the hard-working vi be at Minnesota and 
the chance to pioneer a new era of Gophers soccer. 

As the program's first national top-1 00 recruit, Hood rep
resents a turning point in Minnesota's recruiting. Her class 
of 14 included four of the five finalists for Minnesota's Ms. 
Soccer award. This year's incoming class looks even more 
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formidable on paper: With 
five national top-1 00 play
ers, including the players 
of the year from Minneso-
ta, Iowa, and Wisconsin, 
it earned accolades as the 
13th best recruiting class 
in the nation and third best 
in the Big Ten. 

It is a bonus for Hood 
that her family lives just 
three and a half hours away 
in Ankeny. Her sister, who 
played center midfield for 
Missouri State, moved to 
Minnesota this summer 
so she could watch Kelsey 
play, at the U's Elizabeth Lyle Robbie Stadium, in the fall. 
Early in Hood's freshman season, the Gophers played Drake 
University in Des Moines, Iowa, in front of the team's largest 
crowd ever. Hood's family came, of course; former team
mates came; girls she'd coached in youth soccer came waving 
signs and screaming. 

Hood admits that she had some initial misgivings about 
turning down offers from more nationally prominent pro
grams. "Coming in I was, like, maybe I should have gone 
somewhere else," she says. "But at the first practice I knew 
I'd made the right choice. I've never played with players so 
intense, so willing to push you to your limits. I think a lot of 
the games we won because we worked harder than the other 
team. We weren't more skilled; we just worked way harder." 

Fans are tuned into and turned on by that work ethic and 



how it's paying off. Minnesota was second in the conference 
only to NCAA runner-up Penn State in the average number 
of fans it drew to its home games. Minnesota finished the 
2005 season with a 9-8-2 overall record and 6+0 in the Big 
Ten, its most victories since 1999, qualifying for the Big Ten 
Tournament for the first time since 2000. Hood started 18 of 
the Gophers' 19 games. But perhaps the most encouraging 
match of the year was a loss. The regular season culminated 
in a double-overtime defeat to Penn State, then undefeated 
and ranked No. 1 in the nation. 

"That's the game that proved that we can hang," Hood 
says. "We had no-namers shutting down big-timers. People 
were saying, oh my god, Minnesota just took Penn State to 

double overtime." Hood herself was surprised. "I learned 
that you don't necessarily win with the most talented play-

ers," she says. "The team that works the hardest can win." 
This year, Hood expects to win the close contests. "I have 

no doubt we can pull off some of the games we lost last year," 
she says. In order to do so, she knows she'll be looked to as a 
leader on a very young team consisting of mostly freshmen 
and sophomores with three juniors and no seniors. "Kelsey's 
a good motivator, and she'll bark orders to you, even if you're 
older than she is," says Jackie Hood. 

Hood knows there's a lot of work ahead: By her senior 
season, she expects the Gophers to be in the top 2 5 consis
tently and competing for a national championship. But she 
also knows, with her tonsils out of the way, that nothing will 
hold her back. • 

Sheila Mulrooney Eldred is a freelance writer based in Minneapolis. 
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Sports Notebook 
Gopher sports news and notes 

BY CYNTHIA SCOTT 

Watching Gopher sports on television will be a whole lot easier 
beginning next summer. In August 2007, the Big Ten Conference 
w ill lau nch t he Big Ten Channel in partnership with Fox Cable 
Networks. Gopher athletics director joel Maturi was upbeat about 
the broadcast agreement, saying it w ill sign ificantly increase air 
time for both revenue and non-revenue sports. It will also double 
the number of Big Ten women's athletic events on air and provide 
each member institution with 6o hours of academic programming 
time annually. Revenue from the broadcast s wi ll be split equally 
amongalln members of the Big Ten confe rence. The channel wi l l 
be available to cable and satellite operators nationwide. One of 
the driving forces behind creation of the channel was the Big Ten's 
des ire to reach its alumni, who number 4 mill ion nationwide. 

The new channel will not carry ads for beer or other alcoholic 
beverages. Several Big Ten schools, including Minnesota, have 
signed on to the mission of the Campaign for Alcohol-Free Sports 
TV, wh ich works for an end to alcohol ads on college sports broad
casts. 

Four countries and six matches in 12 days was the final tally for 
the Gopher volleyball team, wh ich went on a European tour in 
june. The Gophers were 4- 2 against teams from the Czech Repub
lic, Austria, Slovenia, and Croatia. Coach Mike Hebert called it an 
"eye-opening" experience for players to face different European 
styles of play, live w ithout air conditioning, eat unfamiliar foods, 
and deal with jet lag. " They have a new perspective on what it 
means to "play on the road," he said. The Gophers return nletter 
winners f rom the 2005 team, which finished 25- 8. 

The Golden Gopher rowing team had its best season ever last 
spring, finishing a close second in the Big Ten behind champion 
Oh io State. The stellar season earned Co-Coach of the Year hon
ors for coach Wendy Davis, along with Ohio State's Andy Teitel 
baum. jennifer Barnes was one of three rowers from the Big Ten 
to be named all -American, and Berit Tomten earned second-team 
all - Central Region honors. Davis bu ilt the rowing program from 
scratch when it became a vars ity spo rt in the 2000- 01 season. 
Th ings are looking up all around for the rowing program: In April 
the U broke ground on its boathouse, which will be home to the 
women's varsity rowing program and the men's club program. 

Come home and be on time. The November 4 homecoming game 
against Indiana w i ll be played at 11 a.m. rather than 2:30p.m. 
To confirm the game time, vis it www.gophersports.com or call 
612·624·8080. 

The women's rowing team begins its 
seventh season as a varsity sport. 

46 SE P TE MBER-O C TOBER 2 00 6 

The late Herb Brooks (B.A. '62) will be inducted into the 2006 class 
of the Hockey Hall of Fame in Toronto on November 13. Brooks 
was se lected in the "builder" category, which recognizes coach
ing, managerial ability, sportsmanship, and contributions to the 
game. Brooks played for the Gophers from 1956 to 1959 and was 
head coach from 1972 to 1979, leading Minnesota to three NCAA 
championships. He later led the 1980 Olympic hockey team to a 
gold medal and went on to coach professionally in the National 
Hockey League. He is the second Gopher, behind former player 
and coach john Mariucci, to earn Hockey Hall of Fame honors. 

Mike Grimm will be the new play-by-play voice of Gopher bas
ketball during the upcoming season and will also serve as the 
pre-and post-game host for Gopher football. Grimm, who co-hosts 
a sports talk program on KMOX in St. Louis and formerly was the 
radio voice of Iowa women's basketball, will partner w ith color 
commentator Kevin Lynch on basketball broadcasts and will join 
Dave Lee, Dave Mona, and Darryl Thompson for football games. 

Golfer Bronson La' Cassie became the first Gopher and the first 
Australian ever to win the Western Amateur championship when 
he defeated Pablo Martin of Oklahoma State in the Benton Harbor, 
Michigan, tournament last month. La'Cassie, of Brisbane, Austra
lia, is only the third international champion in the tournament's 
104-year history. This was his second shot at the Western cham
pionsh ip; last year he was forced to withdraw due to muscle sore
ness in his arms after being introduced to water skiing a couple of 
days before the competition . La' Cassie is a senior this fal l. 

Cyntbia Scott (M.A. '89) is managing editor ofMmnesota. 

CONGRATULATIONS, COACH 
"I was flabbergasted. Across this University, there are so many 
good people .... I thought, 'Why did I get this?"' That was the 
reaction of U women's track and field coach Gary Wilson to being 
named one of 12 faculty and staff recipients of the 2006 President's 
Award for Outstanding Service, given annually by the University 

president to 
recognize 
extraordinary 
service to the 
U community. 
Wilson, the 2006 
Big Ten Coach 
of the Year who 
guided his team 
to its first-ever 
Big Ten title, was 
recognized for 
the uncommon 
care he shows 
for his student 
athletes. 

··· ··· ····· ··········································· ················ ············· ················ ····· ·· ··········: 
STADIUM GROUNDBREAKING 
TCF Bank Stadium, the long-awaited on-campus football sta· 
d ium is slated to be completed in three years in multiple 
phas~s. Phase I, wh ich involves reconfiguring publ ic parking 
areas, pavement and utility work, is currently under way and 
is projected to continue through mid-july, 2007. 

The public is invited to celebrate the official start of con
struction at ground breaking ceremonies on September 30 
at 2 p.m. at the stadium site, the current parking lot complex 
near Mariucci Arena on the East Bank. Afterward, shuttle 
buses to the Metrodome will be available for fans who plan to 
attend the Gopher game against Michigan. 

.. ....... ........ .. ......... .... .•........... .. ... ... ········· ··· ···················································· 
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Italian Favorites: Rome & Florence 
March 3 - 11, 2007 
$7,749 per person, including airfare from 
Minneapolis/St. Paul (other cities available) 

Explore two great cities that epitomize Italy's 
culture, architecture and history - Rome and 
Florence. See timeless monuments, St. Peter's 
Basilica, Pompeii, Michelangelo's David and the 
Tuscan countryside. (GoNext) 

Peru, featuring Machu Plcchu 
March 22 -29, 2007 
Approximately $7,995 per person 
(double occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Peru is a rugged, storied land nestled in the 
Andes Mountains. Enjoy cosmopolitan Lima and 
historic landmarks, including lncan temples and 
Andean villages. Travel by train to the gateway to 
Machu Picchu. (Alumni Holidays lnt'l) 

Village Life Along the Waterways 
of Holland and Belgium 
Apri/12 -20, 2007 
From $7,995 per person (double occupancy), plus 
airfare and taxes 

Celebrate the brilliant tulip season. Explore the 
towns of Holland's Golden Age and Belgium's 
medieval merchants. Visit the windmills where 
millions of flowers create a magical tapestry of 
colors and scents. (Gahagan & Company) 

Sardinia & Corsica 
Apri/13 -24, 2007 
Approximately $2,795 per person (double 
occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Visit the Mediterranean islands of Sardinia and 
Corsica with their archaeological ruins, caves 
and promontories, castles, cliffs and grottoes; 
then transfer to the Eternal City of Rome. 
(Alumni Holidays lnt'l) 

Paris to London on the Eurostar 
April 20 -28, 2007 
$2,049 per person, including airfare from 
Minneapolis/St. Paul (other cities available) 

Experience two of Europe's most magnificent 
capitals, Paris and London. Paris is a city of 
glamour, romance and culture. London is 
overflowing with regal sites, museums, theaters, 
shops and restaurants. (GoNext) 

Sensational Spain 
Apri/27- May 5, 2007 
$2,349 per person (double occupancy), 
including airfare from Minneapolis/St. Paul 
(other cities available) 

Spain is a land of fiery excitement and wild, 
untamed beauty, steeped in romance, tradition 
and culture. Enjoy flamenco music and dance, 
bullfights, beaches, art, history and countryside 
villages. (GoNext) 

Chianti In a Tuscan Villa 
Apri/29 -May 7, 2007 
Approximately $7,995 per person 
(double occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Discover the rolling hills of Tuscany, blanketed 
with verdant vineyards, olive groves and cypress 
trees. Then experience the brilliant artistic and 
architectural heritage of Florence and Siena. 
(Alumni Holidays lnt'l) 

Greek Isles Cruise and Venice 
May 4 - 15, 2007 
From $3,045 per person, including airfare from 
Minneapolis/St. Paul (other cities available) 

All the wonders of the past come to life on this 
sunny odyssey through the cities and fabled 
islands of the Eastern Mediterranean, including 
Venice, Mykonos, Katakolon, Dubrovnik, Rhodes, 
and Santorini. (GoNext) 

French Riviera - Provence & 
the Cote d'Azur 
May 6 - 17, 2007 
Approximately $2,795 per person (double 
occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Delight in picturesque Provence, explore the 
French Riviera and cruise the Rhone River. Tour 
Aix-en-Provence, the Cote d'Azur and sunny Nice. 
Enjoy Cannes and Monaco. (Alumni Holidays lnt'l) 

Ireland - Ennis & Kilkenny 
May 19 - 30, 2007 
Approximately $2,395 per person (double 
occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

A tour of the Emerald Isle includes Ennis, Burren 
the Cliffs of Moher, Galway and a cruise to the 
island of ln ishmore. See Tipperary, Kilkenny, 
the Waterford Crystal Center. and the Dunbrody 
Famine Ship. (Alumni Holidays lnt'l) 



Treasures of China and 
Yangtze River Cruise 
May 31 - June 12, 2007 
$3,549 per person. including airfare from 
Minneapolis/St. Paul (other cities available) 

Visit the historic and rare sights of China, 
including the Three Gorges and the world 's largest 
dam on the Yangtze River. Tour Beijing, home to 
the Forbidden City, Tiananmen Square and the 
Great Wall. (GoNext) 

Journey of the Czars 
May 31 -June 13, 2007 
Approximately $2,495 per person, 
plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Cruise the Volga River through legendary 
waterways. Discover Moscow and St. Petersburg. 
Travel beyond tourism's reach to Uglich, Yaroslav, 
Mandrogi and remote Kizhi Island. (INTRAV) 

Cruise the Mediterranean 
on Crystal Cruise Lines 
June 12 -20, 2007 
From approximately $2,695 per person 
(double occupancy), plus airfare and taxes 

Set sail from the port of Piraeus, Greece. Enjoy 
beautiful stops along the way, including Nauplion, 
Santorini. Kusadasi. Mykonos, Sorrento and the 
Bay of Naples. (Alumni Holidays lnt'l) 

Village Life Along the Dalmatian Coast 
June 19 -27, 2007 
Approximately $2.795 per person 
(double occupancy), plus airfare and taxes 

Cruise from Venice across the Adriatic Sea and 
along Dalmatia's rugged shoreline. Experience the 
Renaissance era in Venice, the Romanesque and 
Gothic quarters of Dubrovnik and Marco Polo's 
Korcula. Gahagan & Company) 

The Romance of the Blue Danube 
June 28 -July 11, 2007 
From approximately $3,!95 per person 
(double occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Cruise the Danube from Passau, Germany, 
through the Wachau Valley to Durnstein. 
Visit Schonbrunn Palace, Bratislava, Budapest. 
Belgrade, Serbia, Romania, Bulgaria and 
Bucharest. (Alumni Holidays lnt'l) 

Treasures of Italy and Switzerland 
July 4 - 15, 2007 
Approximately $3,095 per person 
(double occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Cruise Lake Garda to Borghese Gavazza Island. 
Explore Verona, the Valpolicella wine region, 
Lugano, St. Moritz and Lucerne. Marvel at 
breathtaking beauty enroute, with optional 
alpine tours along the way. (Alumni Holidays lnt'l) 

Scandinavian Discovery 
August 2 - 12, 2007 
Approximately $2,295 per person 
(double occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Discover Scandinavia on this flexible program 
that combines independent exploration with tours 
led by experts. Begin in Bergen and take a scenic 
rail route to Oslo. Explore Stockholm and take an 
optional fjord cruise. (Alumni Holidays lnt'l) 

Ukraine on the Dnieper River 
August 3 - 16, 2007 
From approximately $7,595 per person 
(double occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Explore Bucharest then sail the Dnieper River 
through the heart of Ukraine to Odessa and 
Kherson. Admire the Crimea, Bakhchisarai, 
Yalta, Livadia Palace and the Caves 
Monastery. Disembark in Kiev. 
(Alumni Holidays lnt'l) 

Cruise the Passage of 
Peter the Great 
August 21 -September 2, 2007 
From approximately $2,!95 per person 
(double occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Journey through the heart of Russia, 
beginning in St. Petersburg. Cruise to 
Mandrogi. Yaroslavl, Goritsy and Kizhi Island. 
Sail the Volga River from Uglich to Moscow. 
Take an exclusive tour of Russia's space 
program. (Alumni Holidays lnt'l) 

Italian Riviera 
September 8 - 16, 2007 
Approximately $2,395 per person (double 
occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Tour the Italian Riviera from Sestri Levante to 
Santa Margherita. Cruise to Portofino and explore 
the Tuscan town of Villa Torrigiani and the ancient 
walled city of Lucca, with its famous Duomo and 
churches. (Alumni Holidays lnt'l) 



The Czech Republic 
September 19 -27, 2007 
$1,849 per person, including airfare from 
Minneapolis/St. Paul (other cities available) 

From the charming German town of 
Koblenz. discover the scenery and legends 
of Germany's Rhine River valley, including 
ROdesheim. Heidelberg, Strasbourg, Bohemia 
and the golden city of Prague. (GoNext) 

Village Life In the Dordogne 
September 20 -28, 2007 
Approximately $2,395 per person 
(double occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Experience the authentic culture of one 
of France's best-kept secrets, including a 
performance of traditional folk music and 
a forum where local residents share their 
insights into life in the Dordogne. (Gahagan & 
Company) 

Prague, Vienna and Budapest 
Discovery 
September 20 -30, 2007 
Approximately $2,195 per person 
(double occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Explore three charming European capitals: 
Prague. the City of a Hundred Spires; Vienna. 
for the Ringstrasse. Burgtheater and Hofburg 
Palace; then cruise the Danube to Budapest. 
the Paris of the East. (Alumni Holidays lnt'l) 

Enchanting Ireland 
September 28 - October 6, 2007 
$1,849 per person, including airfare from 
Minneapolis/St. Paul (other cities available) 

Experience Kilkenny, Killarney and Dublin. 
Tour the Waterford Crystal Factory, kiss the 
Blarney stone, and experience breathtaking 
coastal scenery as you travel the Dingle 
Peninsula. (GoNext) 

Legendary Rhine River 
October 3 - 11, 2007 
From approximately $1,995 per person 
(double occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Cruise the magnificent Rhine River to Mainz, 
Worms. Heidelberg, Baden-Baden. Strasbourg 
and Breisach. See Notre-Dame, travel the 
Alsatian Route du Vin and sample some local 
vintage along the way. (Alumni Holidays lnt'l) 

The Colors of Tuscany 
and Venetian Treasures 
October 5 - 13, 2007 
$1,849 per person, including airfare from 
Minneapolis/St. Paul (other cities available) 

Enjoy some of Italy's ancient and classical 
cities, and the glorious vistas of its rural 
countryside. Visit Arezzo. Tuscany, Florence, 
Assisi. Venice and Verona. Stay in Abano 
Terme in the Euganean Hills. (GoNext) 

In the Wake Of Lewis & Clark 
November 1 - 7, 2007 
Approximately $3,240 per person 
(double occupancy), plus airfare 
Revisit one of the greatest explorations 
in history along the Columbia, Snake and 
Palouse Rivers. An adventurous yet thoughtful 
focus on this region's nature. history and 
culture. (Lindblad Expeditions) 

Treasures of the East 
November 6 - 18, 2007 
Approximately $5,495 per person 
(double occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Explore the Grand Palace and the Temple of 
the Emerald Buddha in Bangkok. Learn about 
Bhutanese culture high in the Himalayas. Hear 
the chanting of monks and see the walled city 
of Chiang Mai. (Alumni Holidays lnt'l) 

Cruising the Canary Islands, 
Madeira and the Algarve 
November 7- 15, 2007 
Approximately $2,595 per person 
(double occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Board the M.S. Le Diamant in Malaga and 
cruise to Las Pal mas, Gran Canaria; the Rock 
of Gibraltar; Algarve; Madeira; Cabo Girao; 
La Palma and Tenerife. Granada, Seville and 
Madrid are optional. (Gahagan & Company) 

Dynamic Beijing 
November 7- 14, 2007 
$1,649 per person. including airfare from 
Minneapolis/St. Paul (other cities available) 

Beijing, host of the 2008 Summer Olympics, 
offers Tiananmen Square. the Forbidden City 
and the Great Wall. Visit the ancient Temple of 
Heaven or the Summer Palace. See the giant 
pandas at the Beijing Zoo. (GoNext) 

Sicily • Taormina and Mondello 
November 10 - 21, 2007 
Approximately $2,795 per person 
(double occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

From medieval Taormina, see the volcanic 
crater of Mt. Etna and Syracuse. Visit 
Mondello and see the remains of Agrigento. 
In Palermo, admire Monreale Cathedral; then 
discover Segesta. Erice and Cefalu. 
(Alumni Holidays lnt'l) 

Bavarian Markets Discovery 
December 9 - 17, 2007 
Approximately $2.295 per person (double 
occupancy), plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Travel the Romantic Road from Rothenberg 
to NOrnberg's DOrer House and traditional 
Christkindlmarkt. Visit Nordlingen. 
DinkelsbOhl and Regensburg. See the 
Glockenspiel. the Marienplatz market. Munich 
and more. (Alumni Holidays lnt'l) 

Exploring New Zealand's 
North and South Islands 
December 27, 2007 -January 11, 2008 
From $5,000 per person (double occupancy), 
plus airfare and V.A.T. 

Enjoy two days in Queenstown; take a scenic 
drive to Kawarau Gorge and Arrowtown. Then 
cruise to Auckland via Milford Sound, Dunedin, 
Wellington. Queen Charlotte Sound and other 
ports of call. (INTRAV) 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Dates and itineraries are preliminary and subject 
to change due to operational conditions. Trip 

brochures are available approximately seven mont 

prior to the departure date. To add your name to 
our travel mailing list, call 612-625-9427, e-mail 

howard@umn.edu or visit www.alumni.umn.edu. 



A Walk with Greatness 
·············· ········ ·· ··· ·· ·············· ······ ············ ······· ·· ········· ······· ······ ················ ········· ······ ·· ··········· ········· ····· ···· ··· ·· ···· 

Y
ou can find Nobel Laureates Saul Bellow and or
man Borlaug (B.S. '37, M.S. '39, Ph.D. '42) on a 
contemplative, tree-lined East Bank walkway on 

the University campus. So, too, MacArthur Fellow Patri
cia Ham pi (B.A. '68) and Pulitzer Prize winner Dominick 
Argento-not to mention scores of other exceptional schol
ars from the University of Minnesota. 

They-or, rather, the monuments that honor them-are 
the centerpiece of the Scholars Walk, a 2,000-foot path
way that stretches from McNamara Alumni Center west 
across Northrop Mall to Appleby Hall. The walk is a living 
memorial that celebrates the research and scholarly accom
plishments of the U's award-winning faculty and students, 
and for the first time in the University's history provides a 
prominent, permanent tribute to scholars. 

In addition to monuments, the walk features landscaping 
that symbolizes the long, honorable tradition of University 
academics. It is lined with 40 bur oak, a tree that bears seed 
up to an age of 400 years, longer than any other American 
oak. The portion of the walk reserved for Nobel Laureates is 
surrounded by gingko trees, which are considered a symbol 

WWW.AL U MNI. U M N . E D U 

of longevity. The Nobel section-19 Nobel laureates are 
associated with the University of Minnesota-is further set 
apart by large limestone slabs underfoot. The east end of the 
walk features the Regents Plaza with plaques recognizing 
University Regents and recipients of the Regents Award. 

T he Scholars Walk and a 253-foot-long Wall of Discov
ery along the Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
Building wi ll be dedicated on September 29. The Wall of 
Discovery is an artistic tribute to the process that leads to 
great moments of discovery. The wall will include images of 
innovators and reproductions of their original notes, formu
las, and writings on laser-etched glass panels. 

Details of the dedication (and a list of honorees) can be 
found at www.alumni.umn.edu or by calling 612 -624-2323. 
The walk, a gift to the University from the UMAA, the Uni
versity of Minnesota Foundation, and the Minnesota Medi
ca l Fow1dation, has been under construction since 2004. 
Installation of the Wall of Discovery, and the dedication, will 
mark its inauguration. However, the walk is also a work in 
progress. Its designers have left ample room for monuments 
to the scholars and innovators of tomorrow. 
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{ Member Spotlight } David Campbell 

Creating Creative Leadership 

W
hen David Campbell (Ph.D. '60) was invited to 
Santiago, Chile, last sunm1er to make a presenta
tion to 3 50 business leaders on the value of diver

sity, he anticipated a problem. But forging creative responses 
to problems is something the 72-year-old psychologist has 
been doing for more than 3 0 years. "I decided that because 
I do not speak Spanish that I had better do something very 
visual," Campbell reasoned. He found inspiration for his 

Power Point presentation in his own living room. 
"For 20 years, I've been collecting postcards of people in 

groups posing for the camera, and that's where I found my 
raw material," Campbell says. Rifling through his collection 
of more than 100,000 postcards yielded a treasure trove of 
diverse images: Japanese Boy Scouts, black girls at a Catho
lic school, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police Choir, and 
Chinese Air Force pilots, to name a few. His presentation, 
"A Visual Exploration of Cultural Biases, or How Can We 

Keep Our Grandchildren from Going to War 
with Each Other?" not only proved to be a potent 
teaching tool, it also garnered Campbell honors 
as the 2006 Distinguished Psychologist in Man
agement Award from the Society of Psychologists 
in Management. 

Campbell is a senior fellow with the nonprofit 
Center for Creative Leadership, an organization 
based in Greensboro, North Carolina, dedicat
ed to the development of effective leadership in 
industry, government, and nonprofits. Millions 
of people are familiar with the widely used voca
tional assessment tool that bears his name-the 
Strong-Campbell Interest Inventory-which 
he co-authored during his 15 -year tenure in 
the University of Minnesota's Department of 
Psychology. His work in psychological testing 
captured the attention of people at the Center of 
Creative Leadership, and they hired him away 
from the University in 1973 . 

Through his membership in the UMAA and 
as a visiting professor, Campbell maintains strong 
ties to the U. "I'm very fond of the University. 
I have many good friends there and it's a very 
strong university for psychology and the par
ticular area that I'm working with," he says. In 
spring of 2006 he was a visiting professor at the 
University in a joint appointment between the 
Department of Work and Human Resource Edu
cation and the Department of Educational Psy
chology in the College of Education and Human 
Development. 

David Campbell holds a panoramic photograph from his collection _of i!llages 
of groups of people. Taken at the 1918 Farmer-Labor Party convention m 
st. Paul, the photograph includes, according to Campbell, about 6oo men and 
13 women, all Caucasian. 

As a lecturer, trainer, and writer-he has 
authored the popular books IfYou Don't Know 
Where You're Going, You'll Probably End Up Some
where Else; Take the Road to Creativity and Get Off 
Your Dead End; and If I'm in Charge Here, Why 
Is Everybody Laughing?- Campbell has gained 
recognition worldwide in the field of leadership 
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development. His presentation 
in Santiago is an example of how 
he tries to expand his students' 
thinking. As do most lectures on 
diversity, the presentation chal
lenges people to explore their 
beliefs and biases about others. 
But it also bears his unique pro
fessional signature by focusing 
not only on ethnic, gender, and 
racial characteristics, but on 
occupations as well. 

"I tried to expand the con
cept of diversity, which usually 
translates into race and gender." 
For example, Campbell says, "I 
know there are people who are 
very biased against certain occu
pations. One of the places that 
people feel most biased is not 
necessarily in their neighbor
hoods or who they work with, 
it's who teaches their children. 
That bias runs in two com
pletely different directions: 'I 
want my kids to be taught by 
WASPs' or 'I'd love to have my 
kids taught by someone from 
Uganda who's black and speaks 
French."' 

Campbell recently published 
a new psychological test bat
tery, the Campbell Develop
ment Surveys, which analyze 
career interests, skills, leader
ship potential, teamwork, and 
job satisfaction-something 
he knows a lot about from per
sonal experience. He says when 
he retires he will organize his 
voluminous postcard collection, 
but don't look for that to hap
pen anytime soon. For now, he's 
content to let his work continue 
to nourish his own creativity. 

-Cynthia Scott 
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National President 

U Gave Tools to Lead 

M y days as a student at the University of Minnesota were full of fun. Some of 
the best times involve~ ~opher football Saturdays. We would arrive ~arly.in 
the morning, have a p1cruc lunch, play touch football, walk down Umvers1ty 

Avenue behind the band, sit in the "Rooter Club" section (the best student seats), and 
cheer for our team. After the game, win or lose, we would party into the night. Basketball 
and hockey games, along with many clubs and organizations, were also top priorities, 
which may help explain my lack of an honors degree. 

In spring 2005, as a commencement speaker for the 
College of Liberal Arts, I told the new graduates tl1at I was 
surprised to be invited to speak to them but that I had an 
important message to share. After graduating as a public 
speech major almost 40 years earlier, I had worried that I 
wasn't adequately prepared for any job, let alone one as an 
Air Force lieutenant with 850 people reporting to him. Soon 
I was providing counseling, handling discipline, motivating 
people, and calming worried parents and spouses. I hadn't 
taken classes in any of those subjects and doubt any existed. 
No wonder I was worried. 

Years later, as an Air Force brigadier general, I worked 
with billion-dollar budgets and national security. Again, I was 
concerned that having taken a physics class and memorizing Dennis Schulstad, B.A. '66 

some lines for a theater production would not be of much 
help. However, thanks to my total U ofM experience, I had learned how to conununicate, 
organize, effectively manage, and make sound decisions. The confidence and judgment 
needed to handle immense responsibilities were part of my training. Virtually everything 
I have accomplished is due to my background at the University of Minnesota. 

Is it any wonder that I have strong feelings for the U and feel a huge sense of grati
tude and obligation to tills vital institution? To show some of our appreciation, my wife, 
Pam, and I have endowed a scholarship for a student athlete, with preference given to 
an ROTC cadet. We have also made financial commitments to the University's Athletic 
Department, Landscape Arboretum, Raptor Center, and Air Force ROTC. 

Now, to be named national president of the University of Minnesota Alunmi Associa
tion is another opportunity to serve and is one of the most meaningful honors of my life. 
This dynamic organization of 5 6,000 members is playing an essential role in the future 
of our University and in achieving the goal announced by President Bob Bruininks to 
become one of the top three public research universities in the world. 

The UMAA also continues to be a key player in the return of Gopher football to 
campus.ln 1968, my then-future wife (a Pasadena, California, native and USC fan) and 
I had our first date when the Trojans came to town to play the Gophers. We bet a steak 
dinner on the outcome and she won when 0.]. Simpson scored on a last-minute run. 
Since then, Pam still wears maroon and gold (USC's colors), but for the Gophers. Every 
year I assure her "mis is me season" for a Rose Bowl invitation. After 38 years, she is 
begiruling to doubt me. But we never miss a home game, and when we travel to away 
games we realize how much we've been missing on football Saturdays. 

It is an honor to help lead me alumni association of t!Us great university. I'm looking 
forward to workingwiili our national board, dedicated staff, collegiate alunmi societies, 
geographic chapters, and mousands of members to raise our world-class university up 
another notch. It is the engine that will drive our state's economy and determine the 
quality of life for our citizens far into the future. • 
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Tune Up Your Professional Skills 

Use your UMAA membership to take advantage of the Univer
sity's vast array of professional development courses through 
the College of Continuing Education. Members receive a 10 
percent discount on courses, which can be taken individually or 
as part of a certificate program. A sampling of upcoming classes 
includes: diversity recruiting and interviewing; IT problem 
management; employee and labor relations; and effective busi
ness writing. Day and evening classes are available. For more 
information or to obtain a course catalog, visit www.cce.umn. 
edu/professionaleducation or caii612-624·4000. 

Unbridled Enthusiasm 

Goldy Gopher and 250 Gopher sports fans enjoyed Gopher Sports 
Day at Canterbury Park race track in Shakopee, Minnesota, july 
29. 1n honor of the Maroon and Gold, the first five races of the day 
were given Gopher sports-related monikers: the Gopher Gallop, 
The Goal Line Club Sprint, the Golden Dunkers Turf Route, the 
Gopher Spirit Squad Run, and Goldy's Race for the Trophy. Men's 
basketball coach Dan Monson and athletics director joe Maturi, 
along with Gopher cheerleaders and the alumni band, were on 
hand to rally the Gopher faithful. UMAA members received free 
admission. 

UMAA Calendar 

Become More Mindful, Less Stressed 

The emerging field of mind-body medicine has opened up new 
avenues to health for many. One example is the highly regarded 
Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction (MBSR) program developed by 
jon Kabat-Zinn, associate professor of medicine at the University 
of Massachusetts. MBSR teaches how Buddhist meditation tech
niques can help practitioners to identify stress-causing thought 
patterns and to "de-center." It involves mindfulness meditation, 
body awareness and relaxation exercises, and brief lectures and 
discussions. 

UMAA members receive a 10 percent discount on the MBSR 
program at the U's Center for Spirituality and Healing, a nation
ally recognized leader in complementary therapies and healing 
practices. Fall session runs mornings September 27 to November 
15 and evenings September 25 to November 13. Winter session 
runs mornings january 23 to March 13 and evenings january 
24 to March 14. For more information, call612-626-2395 or visit 
www.csh.umn.edu. 

St. Paul Campus Grads Gather 

Gerald McKay (B.S. '39, M.S. '49) enjoyed a tram tour 
during the St. Paul campus reunion at the Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum in july. McKay, 97, and about 
70 other graduates attended the event, which 
featured campus tours and a talk by noted University 
climatologist Mark Seeley. 

············· ···· ····· ·········· ··· ···· ········ ····· ·· ········ ········ ·· ···· ······ ····· ···· ··· ···· ······ ····· ·· ·· ··· ··· ···· ·· ··· ··· ············ ·· ····· ··· ····· ····· 
Upcoming alumni events on campus and around the country. For more information, visit www.alumni.umn.edu 
or call612-624-2323 or 8oo-UM-ALUMS (862-5867) and ask to speak to the UMAA staff person listed after the event. 

SEPTEMBER 
16 Boston Chapter hosts a reception for artist 

Barney Levitt, 7 p.m. at South End Open 
Stud ios, 546 Tremont St.; contact Mark Allen 

25 St. Croix Valley Chapter lecture featuring 
climatologist Mark Seeley on global 
warming, 7 p.m., Boutwell 's Landing, 
Stillwater; contact Chad Kono 

OCTOBER 
7 Bay Area Chapter sailing outing, 1 p.m., San 

Francisco Bay, Sausalito; contact Mark Allen 

8 New Mexico Chapter annual all-Minnesota 
picnic, time and location TBA; contact Chad 
Kono 

14 Madison Chapter, Gophers v. Badgers 
football game, 11 a.m. at Camp Randall 
Stad ium; con tact Mark Allen 
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19 St. Croix Valley Chapter lecture on "Building 
Bridges w ith China," 7 p.m., Boutwell's 
Landing, Stillwater; contact Chad Kono 

NOVEMBER 
2 Los Angeles Chapter at the Pasadena 

Symphony, time TBA; contact Chad Kono 

6 St. Croix Valley Chapter lecture on " Is War 
Necessary?" 7 p.m., Boutwell's Landing, 
Stillwater; contact Chad Kono 

9 Arizona West Valley Chapter picnic in the 
park and barbecue, time TBA, Beardsley 
Park, Sun City West; contact Chad Kono 

9 Southwest Florida Chapter welcome back 
party, 5 p.m., Tarpon Cove, Naples; contact 
Chad Kono 

ALUMNI TOURS 
September 28-0ctober 6 Treasures of Italy: 

Chianciano and Fiuggi 

October 6- 14 An Irish Classic 

October 8- 16 Scotland Alumni Campus Abroad 

October 27- November 5 The Galapagos Islands 

November 1- 8 Dynamic Beijing 

November 4- 11 The Panama Canal and the 
Wonders of Costa Rica 

December 11-19 Holiday Markets of Vienna and 
Salzburg 

january 20- 31 Cruise the Panama Canal 

january 29- February 11 Treasures of Southern 
Africa 

For more information, call Christine Howard at 
612·625-9427 or visit wwwalumni.umn.edu! 
travel. 



UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Don't let life pass you by. 
Your life membership in the UMAA helps strengthen the University of Minnesota as 
one of the world's premier public research universities. UMAA membership supports: 

ll"'fW UNIVERSliY OF MlNNES<YfA 
~ A.UJMNI }\SSOCIATION 

MEMBER 
LIFE . connee~ions 

Building Liftltm8 

• Advocacy for the University at the legislature 
• Alumni activities and member benefits 
• College alumni programs 
• Recognition of distinguished faculty and alumni 
• Student mentoring, career development and events 

Become a life member today! 

Visit www.alumni.umn.edu/life for more information. 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Arts and Entertainment 
Entertainment Discounts Nationwide 
movies, shows, theme parks, etc. 800-565-3712 
Great Conversations 
ticket discounts 612-624-2345 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 
membership discount 952-443-1400 
Northrop Auditorium 
ticket discounts 612-624-2345 
University Theatre/MN Centennial Showboat 
special offers 612-624-2345 
Weisman Art Museum 
membership discounts 612-626-5302 

Education and Personal Development 
U of M Center for Spirituality and Healing 
wellness program discounts 612-624-9459 
Compleat Scholar 
course discounts 612-624-4000 
Curiosity Camps 
discounted registration 612-624-4000 
U of M School of Dentistry 
continuing education discounts 800-685-1418 
Professional Development Courses 
continuing education discounts 612-624-4000 
Split Rock Arts Program 
workshop discounts 612-625-8100 

career Resources and Networtdng 
U of M Career and Lifework Planning Services 
workshop/consultation discounts 612-624-4000 

University Counseling & Consulting Services 
career assessment discount 612-624-3323 
U of M Vocational Assessment Clinic 
assessment package discounts 612-625-1519 

Campus Events and Discounts 
Bell Museum of Natural History 
membership discount 612-626-9603 
D'Amico & Sons McNamara Alumni Center 
dining discount 612-626-9659 
Campus Club 
membership discount 612-625-1442 
U of M Golf Course 
season pass/discounted fees 612-627-4000 
Gopher Athletics 
2 for 1 tickets (select sports) 612-624-8080 
U of M Libraries 
discounted borrowing privileges 612-624-9339 
Radisson University Hotel- Minneapolis 
discounted room and food rates 612-379-8888 
The Raptor Center 
membership discount 612-624-47 45 
Twin Cities Student Unions 
space rental & bowling discounts 612-625-7200 

Financial Services 
Alumni Association Chase Credit Card 
800-347-7887 
Auto and Home Insurance 
group rates 800-225-8281 

U of M Federal Credit Union 
credit union membership 612-465-0400 
Life & Medical Insurance 
group rates 888-560-2586 
Nelnet 
student loan consolidation 877-303-7 442 

Online Benefits 
Internet Service 
612-624-9658 
Libraries Publications Online ~ 
access online publications 612-624-9658 
M Alumni Online 
www.alumni.umn.edu/MAiumniOnline 

Travel and Leisure 
Car Rentals/Hotel Discounts 
800-6-ALUMNI 
Personal Vacation Club 
umaa.virtuocard.com 

Communication 
Minnesota Magazine 
free subscription 800-862-5867 
UMAA e-mail updates 
monthly benefit e-mails 800-862-5867 

Gopher Apparel and Gifts 
University Bookstore 
merchandise discount 800-551 -Uof M 
Gold Country 
merchandise discounts 612-331·3354 

For more information: 1- 800-862-5867• www.alumni.umn.edu/rewards • alumnimembership@umn.edu 



LIFE MEMBER 
Buildinx Lifr,.., (A:Jfui«IJOfLf 

Welcome to our newest 
fullv paid life members 

(reflects May 16 - July 15, 2006) 

Robert P. Abdo 
Roberta L. Abdo 

Eric E. Lamott 
Connie L. Lausten 

Claire L. Ames Ingrid Lenz Harrison 
Julie A. Andreshak-Behrman Gina M. Letts 
Dorothy E. Baker Ronald A. Malcolm 
Royden A. Belcher Edward J. Matthees 
Colin M. Benjamin Diane A. Me Allister 
Judith A. Benke Jerry R. Me Allister 
Robert J. Benke Alex F. Me Calla 
Kristen K. Berning Renette P. Monson 
Thomas A. Berning RichardT. Monson 
James J. Blanchard Shin Morita 
Geraldine R. Braden Shawn W. Moses 
William P. Brady Mildred I. Mueller 
Raymond E. Cabillot Van D. Mueller 
Roger W. Challberg C. J. Nelson 
Robert W. Churchill Casey S. Randall 
John R. Corts Brenda M. Resch 
Kathryn L. Craighead James M. Resch 
Lawrence W. Craighead Michael J. Rode 
Roger A. Dahl John E. Rolig 
Nathaniel D. Diedrich Bonnie M. Rolig 
James L. Dockendorf Donna L. Saathoff 
Kathryn J. Draeger Jason P. Schmidt 
Susan J. Droegemueller Judith A. Schneider 
Wallace F. Droegemueller Elizabeth C. Schulz 
George P. Edwards Peter D. Sears 
Rita M. Edwards Richard M. Sewich 

Andrew G. Ehlers Susan A. Short 
Daniel E. Fischer Candace G. Storm 
Darrell W. Forkrud James H. Storm 
Janice K. Forkrud Kathryn W. Tomlinson 
Fred G. Hartwig William J. Tomlinson 
Donald F. Husnik Richard T. Tressel 
Marilyn L. Husnik Phillip A. Voight 
MarkS. Jesh Roy R. Wang 

Marvin D. Johnson Donald L. Welch 

Michael D. Jorgenson Jennifer M. Wheeler 

Jeremiah J. F. Keehn Walter T. Wheeler 

Cynthia A. Kinnear Anna K. Williams 

David L. Kinnear Todd B. Williams 

Dorothy B. Knight Penny M. Wrbsky 

Douglas J. Knudson Howard J. Zechmeister 

Become a Lite Member Todav! 
800-862-5861 
www.alumni.umn.edu/lile 
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Chief Executive Officer 

Minnesota Miracles 

M y great-niece Faith Hoff was born at the University of Minnesota Medi
cal Center on December 5, 2005. Three months before she was due, it 
was apparent that her heart needed help. A5 you may know, the Uni

versity pioneered open-heart surgery nearly 50 years ago. Because of those early 
breakthroughs, doctors today were able to help baby Faith with a dual-chamber 
pacemaker and today she's a happy 9-month-old ready to cheer on the Gophers. 

That medical miracle was the result of innovative minds driven to discover a 
better way to care for people. Such innovative minds are still on campus, impatient

ly working to find therapies and cures. I've heard of a 
physician scientist in pediatric cancer at the U who is 
frustrated that half of her cancer patients will suffer 
serious complications from bone marrow transplants. 
She knew there had to be a better way to save these 
children without causing further health problems. 
She shared her frustration with a brilliant basic sci
ence cancer researcher who had made a recent break
through in research on mice. ow, within months, 
some of the first bone marrow transplant patients in 
the country will receive a new therapy in a clinical 
trial designed to reduce complications and improve 
recovery for both pediatric and adult cancer patients. 
We may be reading about a new breakthrough in 
cancer treatments by early next year. Margaret Sughrue Carlson 

(Ph.D. '83) with her 
great-niece Faith Hoff 
(class of 2028) 

T hat is the kind of medical innovation that hap
pens when physicians and scientists work together 
within a vibrant academic environment like the one 

we support at the University. And now that academic environment needs our help 
in a big way. Success in biomedical science is critical to achieving the U's goal to be 
among the top three public research universities in the world. Simply put, there are 
no top universities without a strong medical school and health sciences enterprise. 

We at the alumni association are focusing our grassroots legislative network 
in support of the U's ongoing legislative priorities-the biennial budget bills and 
bonding bills-and we're committed to getting funding for buildings that support 
biomedical breakthroughs. The legislative passage of the Minnesota Biomedical 
Sciences Research Facilities Authority will establish a separate bonding authority 
for the state-of-the-art buildings dedicated to biomedical research. A research 
facilities authority would provide a predictable source of funding to finance four 
new buildings over the next 10 years, at a cost of approximately $300 million. 

What can you do to help? The governor's seat and all20 1 seats in the Minnesota 
Legislature are up for grabs November 7. Candidates will be listening carefully 
to the voters over the next couple of months. We need you to call or write the 
candidates and deliver a simple message: Support the University of Minnesota's 
biennial budget request, which funds the operation of the University, and support 
the Biomedical Sciences Research Facilities Authority. Lives depend on it. 

Nearly 70 percent of our alumni live in the state of Minnesota. And we need 
those 220,000 alumni voices to make the case that this is a priority we can all sup
port. Investing in research facilities will provide the labs needed for collaborations 
between impatient physicians and scientists who will work to bring about more 
medical miracles for Faith's-or your family's or your neighbor's-children and 

grandchildren. • 



Misbehavior is rising. 

Test scores are falling. 

The superintendent needs answers now. 

From an architect. 

'JW well a school is designed affects how well students behave and learn. AlA 

chitects know how to design schools that can help students concentrate and 
at can inspire and motivate them to do their best. And the sooner you get an 
chitect involved, the sooner you can optimize student learning and success. 

• find an AlA architect, visit www.aia-mn.org. Good design makes a difference. 

AlA Minnesota 
A Society of The American Institute of Architects 
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The Next Stage~ 

Talk with a Wells Fargo banker 
and get where you want to go. 

Whether you want to save for the future, get the right personal 

loan, use exclusive online and phone banking services, or enjoy 

the convenience of ATMs and branches nationwide, we can help. 

Why wait for someday? Talk with your local Wells Fargo banker, call 

1-800-869-3557, or visit wellsfargo.com today. 

© 2006 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 


