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Head’s Up and Welcome! 

 

Celebrating our Legacy - 

Building the Future 

 

Greetings from the St. Paul 

campus and the Department 

of Entomology! This past 

provided another year of 

exciting activity, many 

research achievements, new 

graduates, our share of 

budget challenges, and 

throughout it all… we celebrated our 125th Anniversary 

as Department! As we all hunker down to enjoy some 

record setting cold temperatures this winter, it’s a great 

time to reflect on where we’ve been and some of the signs 

of future growth as we look ahead to 2014.   

 

As many of you know, the hiring of Professor Otto 

Lugger as the first State Entomologist in 1888 reflects 

the most commonly accepted genesis of what we now call 

the Department of Entomology at the University of 

Minnesota. Prior to 1888, we did see a few entomologists 

come and go, including the first documented entomology 

research via the well-known Thomas Say. He spent time 

collecting along the Minnesota River (circa 1870’s). The 

first entomology course was likely taught at the UofM in 

1875 by Prof. Winchell and/or Dr. O.W. Oestland. 

However, the establishment of the first office of 

Entomology in the newly approved Agriculture 

Experiment Station in 1888 represents the first official 

establishment of an organized entomological presence in 

the state. Our department also celebrated its centennial 

anniversary in 1988, including an open house in Hodson 

Hall, organized by former Department. Head, Dr. 

Richard Jones. Many of our current faculty were hired 

by Dr. Jones and Dr. Mark Ascerno during a rapid 

period of growth from 1983-2009.  

 

Lugger was hired primarily to seek solutions to the 

widespread and damaging outbreaks of Rocky Mountain 

Locust that had devastated wheat and other crops grown 

in the Midwest and Great Plains, from Texas to the 

Dakotas. As Lugger began to research the locust plague, 

including biological control options, he also initiated an 

expansive research effort to document the diverse insect 

and plant life found in Minnesota, publishing most of this 

work in the now famous Annual State Reports that he 

provided to the Governor each year. Much of what we 

know about Lugger and the early founding professors 

(Ruggles, Riley, and Chapman) of our department is 

collated in the detailed “History of the Department” by 

Dr. Alexander Hodson, Professor and Department. Head 

from 1960 to 1974. This sixty-five page volume is 

available on our website, along with several recent 

newsletters. However, as the Hodson history is only 

complete up to approximately 1974, we’ll need to soon 

fill in the more recent history, to maintain the legacy of 

the many contributions of many faculty, staff and students 

during the past forty years and counting. 

 

As part of our 125
th
 Anniversary, several unique events 

were planned leading up to the October 24
th
 banquet and 

celebration. In August, we established an expansive 

Entomology Display at the State Fair, under the 

supervision of Felicia Christy, Dr. Ralph Holzenthal 

and graduate student, Megan Carter. This was a 

tremendous effort and quite successful due to a constant 

stream of 25+ volunteers sharing the daily 2-hour shifts 

over the 2 week period!  In September, and for what 

might be a first, many of us participated in the annual 

UofM Homecoming Parade. Complete with our new 125 

Year Entomology Banner, we had graduate students 

dressed as “entomologists in lab coats” using butterfly 

nets to chase other students dressed as unique insect 

species!  Along the way, President Eric Kaler and 

Karen Kaler decided to join us for the last 45 minutes of 

the parade as we hooked up with the CFANS Float. 

President Kaler also enjoyed walking the department’s 

new mascot “Lucy the Queen Bee” (aka, Irish Terrier) 

who was dressed in her Bee outfit, complete with flashing 

lights on her wings (photos of both events are featured in 

the newsletter). 

 

These 125
th
 Anniversary events led up to the culminating 

celebration on October 24
th
, when we invited Dr. May 

Berenbaum of the University of Illinois to join us for 

two seminars. One seminar was open to all in CFANS, 

and was held at the St. Paul Student Center theater. Her 

evening seminar was the keynote for our evening dinner 

celebration. Over 100 students, faculty, staff and alumni 

attended the morning seminar, while approximately 135 

attended the evening seminar.   

 

While there were many positives during the past year, we 

also experienced the loss of Dr. Bill Miller, Emeritus 

Professor, who remained active as a researcher and 

mentor to many students over the past twenty-five years, 

long after his retirement from the USDA Forest Service. 

Professor Miller was an excellent teacher and mentor to 

our graduate students. Mark Epstein, one of Bill’s former 
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students, and other colleagues, prepared an outstanding 

tribute for Dr. Miller. Mark was able to attend our annual 

Hodson Alumni event to share the tribute, and remind us 

of the many impacts Bill has had on so many students and 

colleagues over the years. This tribute was also published 

in the J. Lepidopterists Society. Dr. Miller will be greatly 

missed. 

 

In May, this year, we celebrated the 15
th
 Annual Hodson 

Alumni event by honoring Dr. Eric Mussen, the “go-to” 

bee guy in California. Dr. Mussen received his M.S. and 

Ph.D. degrees in Entomology from our department. It was 

fantastic to have him attend the alumni event to accept the 

award and give a lecture on his career. You’ll see more 

about Dr. Mussen and the event on page 11. 

 

One interesting twist to our 125
th
 year anniversary 

includes an additional contribution by Otto Lugger. 

While working in my kitchen in early October (yes, I do 

dishes!)… I discovered a unique beetle. A few days later, 

Dr. John Luhman provided a positive ID; he confirmed 

it was a false darkling beetle (Melandryidae), as Orchesia 

gracilis. This beetle is unique in two ways. First, the 

extremely long hind tibial spurs allow for dramatic 

jumping ability, and second, the only previous (two) 

specimens in our collection were provided by Otto 

Lugger! His specimens were “on loan” from Kentucky. 

SO, the same month of our 125
th
 year anniversary we 

added a new state record to the collection, with Otto’s 

help! 

Last but not least, we are excited to officially welcome 

Dr. Bob Koch to our department, as our most recent 

faculty member. Bob has an Extension-Research 

appointment with responsibilities for Soybean IPM. Bob 

graduated from St. John’s University with his B.S. in 

Biology, and completed his Ph.D. in our department in 

2005.  He also held a post-doctoral position with Dr. 

George Heimpel before taking his first position with the 

Invasive Species program at the Minnesota Department of 

Agriculture. Bob comes to our department with a wealth 

of IPM, outreach and invasive species experience that has 

proven to be valuable during his first year. Bob now has 

two PhD students and an active lab to support his 

research and extension programs. 

 

Following another busy year, I’m pleased to report that 

we have a new faculty search underway for Sustainable 

Fruit & Vegetable IPM, with a Research/Teaching split. 

This position will be based out of Grand Rapids at the 

NC-Research and Outreach Center (NCROC). We are 

looking forward to the upcoming interview process this 

spring. As we look forward to a new year, we wish you 

all the best for 2014! 

 

 

 
William A. Riley 

Chief of the Division of 

Entomology 
1918-1925, 1930-1944 

 

 
Royal N. Chapman 

Chief of the Division of 

Entomology 

1925-1930 

 

 
Richard Jones 

Department Head  

Entomology 

1983-1991 

 

 
Mark Ascerno 

Department Head  
Entomology 

1991-2009 

The Legacy Continues… 
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Lugger-Radcliffe Fellowship 

At the October 24
th

 125-Year Department Anniversary 

Celebration, we were excited to announce this new fellowship, 

endowed by Emeritus Professor Dr. Ted Radcliffe and Mrs. 

Betty Radcliffe! Their generous $50,000 gift, along with the 

Fast Start 4 Impact match from the UofM Foundation, will jump 

start this endowment and will allow the department to award the 

first summer fellowship in 2014. Ted and Betty are quite excited 

to see this fellowship come to fruition! 

 

Background: This Fellowship was established by Dr. Edward 

“Ted” and Betty L. Radcliffe to commemorate the rich history 
of the Department of Entomology.  The name of this fund will 

reflect the 125 year of the Department of Entomology, which 

was first recognized as an administrative unit at the University 
of Minnesota in the spring of 1888 when a Division of 

Entomology and Botany was established with the organization 

of the Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station.  Following 
his training in Germany and an apprenticeship with the 

esteemed C.V. Riley in Missouri, Professor Otto Lugger was 
appointed state entomologist of the Experiment Station and 

lecturer in Entomology in the School of Agriculture. He 

quickly developed a reputation for aiding farmers with practical 
solutions to insect problems and initiated a prolific publication 

record, including several annual State Reports, and many other 

articles valued by agriculturists. 

 

Likewise, this fellowship recognizes the 50-year anniversary of Emeritus 

Professor Edward “Ted” Radcliffe, who first joined the department in 

1963 as a Research Fellow who was soon promoted to Assistant 

Professor. Throughout an outstanding and productive career, Dr. 

Radcliffe developed a diverse array of novel approaches to potato and 

alfalfa IPM. He was renowned for his expertise in host plant resistance, 

biological control and aphid-vectored virus management – and most 

importantly his ability to integrate these tactics in multifaceted IPM 

programs that provided direct and substantial economic benefits to the 

farmers and crop consultants he served. He was promoted to Professor in 

1976. In 1996, just as the first World Wide Web pages were launched, 

Ted conceived and carried out the idea to create the first online, open-

access IPM Textbook. This effort resulted in more than 65 chapters, with 

most translated to Spanish. The textbook also received several awards for 

innovation, and was rapidly adopted among IPM Professors and students 

worldwide.  In 2004, the textbook was featured in Science magazine. 

This project ultimately led to an extensive 40-chapter, IPM text coedited 

and published in 2009. Ted and his graduate student, Aziz Lagnaoui, 

were awarded Outstanding Paper of the Year honors by the American 

Journal of Potato Research in 1998; in 2002 the same journal awarded 

Ted, and graduate student A. Nasruddin, and colleagues Novy and 

Ragsdale the same honor. In 2002, Ted receivef the Meritorious Service 

Award by the National Potato Council for his work on aphid transmitted 

viruses in potatoes. During his career, Dr. Radcliffe was known as a 

talented and caring teacher who mentored thirty-eight graduate students 

and several postdoctoral associates to become scientists who would 

contribute to liberal and scientific education, and engage the public. 
 

Betty and Dr. Ted Radcliffe pose with Goldy Gopher at our       

125th Anniversary Dinner Celebration. 
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Cynthia Cashman, Development Director, Dr. Ted Radcliffe and Betty Radcliffe 

 

Award Guidelines: 

 

The Department of Entomology will be responsible for selecting the 

recipients of awards, given the following guidelines for students: 

 

 Full-time, MS or PhD students, or 

 Prospective MS or PhD graduate students being recruited by the 

department, enrolled, or soon to be enrolled in the College of 

Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences, 

 Student is enrolled in the Department of Entomology 

 Demonstrates academic excellence 

 Has research interests in sustainable integrated pest management 

(IPM), including applied ecology of arthropod pests within 

agricultural or forest ecosystems, which may also include research 

on pollinator health. 

Future & Additional Gifts 

 

This gift and hopefully those of many alumni 

and friends of the department will also 

accelerate the growth of the endowment – our 

goal is to reach $250,000 by 2015, which will 

lead us to achieve a full 9-month fellowship as 

soon as possible. This is an ambitious goal, but 

one that we believe can be met with your help. 

Please join us in this endeavor! If you are 

interested in partnering with us, please contact 

Dr. Bill Hutchison (hutch002@umn.edu). Or 

Cynthia Cashman (cashman@umn.edu). 

Donors and others may make additional gifts to 

the Fund at any time. Additional gifts to the 

Fund will be reflected in the records of the 

Foundation. When donating at our web site 

(http://www.entomology.umn.edu/Giving), 

please select the Lugger –Radcliffe Fellowship 

option from the list. 

 

Program Overview 

The Fast Start 4 Impact Program (the "Program") will enable immediate 

awards to be made for the purpose described in this Agreement through the 

use of Lugger-Radcliffe Fellowship Foundation funds as approved by the 

Foundation Board of Trustees. This will allow the Funds annual amount that 

would otherwise be distributed as described in the Fund Administration 

section to be allocated to the principal of the Fund during the first four years 

to enhance the Funds growth. The Fast Start annual award will be 

transferred to the University after all requirements of the Program have been 

met. 

 

Dr. Ted Radcliffe & Betty Radcliffe 

This fellowship recognizes the history of two individuals who made tremendous contributions to the 125-year history of the 

Department of Entomology.  In the years to come, the Lugger-Radcliffe Fellowship will not only honor the legacy of these 

outstanding entomologists, but will also encourage future graduate students to pursue  innovative research, and  develop 

intellectually as they master the discipline of entomology and graduate to enter rewarding careers 
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Drs. A. Glenn Richards-Alexander C. Hodson Lectureship Insect Physiology and Ecology 

 
In May of 2011, Dr. Sping Lin, who studied under Drs. Glenn Richards and Alexander Hodson, agreed to give a generous donation of 

$40,000 to support a new Lectureship in Insect Physiology and Ecology. In addition to the lectureship, Sping also contributed another 

$60,000 to the endowed Sping Lin Graduate Fellowship, he had previously established in 2001. These additional gifts were provided 

in memory of his mentors and his wife, Ying-ngoh Lin 

 

Dr. Lin, who received his M.S. in 1950, and Ph.D. in 1952, from the Department of Entomology, acknowledged his mentors and the 

help and support they gave him as thesis advisors. Dr. Lin considers it his “good fortune to have been aligned with Drs. Richards and 

Hodson who were great intellects and offered tremendous support.” Dr. Lin wishes to carry on the Richards-Hodson legacy by 

establishing this lectureship that will benefit faculty and 

students for years to come. 

  

The gift establishes the Richards-Hodson Lectureship in 

Insect Physiology and Ecology Fund, as an endowment 

fund that will be held at the University of Minnesota 

Foundation. Other gifts may be contributed to the fund 

by the donor, or by others, at any time. 

 

The first Richards-Hodson Lectureship was given by Dr. 

May Berenbaum, Dept. Head, Dept. of Entomology, 

University of Illinois. Her lecture was given as part of the 

special 125 Year Anniversary celebration held October 

24, 2013. Dr. Lin made the occasion particularly 

rewarding as he attended after having returned from 

China just two days prior! He shook off the jet lag and 

helped to make the event a great success. 

 

Dr. Sping Lin (center) was being recognized by Department Head, Bill Hutchison, 

(R), for Dr. Lin’s donation to create the Richards-Hodson Lectureship with friend, 

Dr. H.H. Chen (L) Emeritus Professor, Soil-Water and Climate 
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Introducing the Soybean Entomology Laboratory 

Wally setting up a cage study to examine stink bug feeding 

on soybean 

Dr. Robert (Bob) Koch is an Assistant Professor and 

Extension Entomologist at the University of Minnesota.  Bob 

started in this position in January 2013. His research and 

extension responsibilities focus on applied ecology and 

integrated pest management (IPM) of insects and mites 

associated with soybean. Currently, research in his laboratory 

focuses on the soybean aphid and brown marmorated stink bug. 

Bob received a Ph.D. in entomology from the University of 

Minnesota and a Bachelor’s degree in biology from St. John’s 

University. Prior to this position at the University of Minnesota, 

he worked for six years with the Minnesota Department of 

Agriculture, and conducted post-doctoral research at the 

University of Minnesota. 

Wally Rich is a junior scientist in the Soybean Entomology 

Lab. Wally grew up in Luck, Wisconsin and graduated from the 

University of Minnesota in 2012 with a B.S. in Ecology, 

Evolution and Behavior. Currently, he is working with the 

invasive brown marmorated stink bug to assess their potential 

feeding damage to Minnesota soybeans via field cage studies 

and lab experiments.  

 

 

 

 

 

Anthony Hanson is a Ph.D. student in the Soybean 

Entomology Lab. He grew up on a farm near Brooten, MN, 

growing corn, soybeans, and alfalfa and raising beef cattle. He 

received a B.A. from Concordia College in Moorhead, MN 

with a Biology major and Chemistry minor. He first came to 

the Department of 

Entomology in 

2010 to work for 

Dr. Bill Hutchison 

for a summer. He 

then earned an 

M.S. in 

Entomology from 

the University of 

Minnesota where 

he studied the cold 

tolerance of 

emerald ash borer 

parasitoids, and 

was advised by Dr. 

Rob Venette. His 

Ph.D. project in the 

Soybean Entomology Lab focuses on soybean aphid host-plant 

resistance and interactions that can occur. He is currently 

screening new soybean germplasm for resistance traits, 

assessing the effects of host-plant resistance on soybean aphid 

susceptibility to stresses such as insecticides, and taking an 

interest in plant physiology related to host-plant resistance 
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Undergraduate research assistants: James Menger-Anderson is at Minneapolis Community & Technical College working towards 

an A.S. in Biology. James plans to transfer to the University of Minnesota to focus on horticulture and entomology. Kathryn Pawley 

is a senior at the University of Minnesota and is majoring in Animal Science. She is planning start graduate school for health 

administration. Both James and Kathryn have worked in the Koch lab through the summer and into winter. Annika Asp worked for 

the lab over the summer and is currently a senior at Concordia College in Moorhead, MN majoring in Environmental Studies. In the 

future, she would like to work with the DNR to research or control invasive plant species in Minnesota. 

Tavvs Alves is a 

Ph.D. student in 

the Soybean 

Entomology Lab 

and he is being co-

advised by Dr. Ian 

MacRae. Tavvs is 

originally from 

Brazil, where he 

earned a M.S. in 

Agronomy 

studying stink bug 

pests of rice. For 

his Ph.D. project, 

he is studying 

interactions 

between the 

soybean aphid and soybean and evaluating remote sensing as a 

tool for detection of soybean aphid infestations.  In particular, 

his research is focused on the relationship between aphid 

feeding pressure and spectral reflectance of soybean plants in 

field and greenhouse studies. 

Celia Silverstein is a junior scientist in the Soybean 

Entomology Lab. She recently moved to Minnesota from 

California, where she received a Bachelors of Science in 

Conservation and Resource Studies from University of 

California, Berkeley. Her work in the Soybean Entomology 

Lab is focused on quantifying soybean aphid susceptibility to 

commonly used pesticides as part of a larger insecticide 

resistance management project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anthony conducting an experiment in the growth chamber to 

evaluate new soybean germplasm for resistance to aphids. 
Tavvs using remotely sensed data for detection of physiological 

changes in soybean plant s due to insect feeding. 
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Joe Kaser 

President 

Trisha Leaf 

Vice President 

Derek Rosenberger 

Treasurer 

Theresa Cera 

Secretary 
 

Frenatae, the entomology graduate student organization, has 

been busy as always. In December, we finished up our annual 

honey sale, where we raised funds for activities throughout the 

upcoming year. We sold more than ever, with honey donations 

from Marla Spivak’s bee lab in addition to bulk honey we 

purchased from local bee keeper Gary Reuter. This year 

we’re on track to sell 1500 lbs of honey. We have also sold 

student- built native bee nests, silk scarves hand-dyed using 

chochineal scale insects, plus notecards and calendars of 

insects drawn in Ralph Hozenthal’s Insect Illustration course. 

Frenatae uses this fundraising to support the local entomology 

community and participate in outreach activities with the 

public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last spring we co-sponsor two outside speakers for seminars 

open to the public. These included Rafael Manzanero, 

executive director of Friends for Conservation and 

Development in Belize, and Dr. Jack Gray, professor at the 

University of Saskatchewan. This upcoming year Frenatae is 

happy to be flying out Dr. Jay Rosenheim from the University 

of California, Davis for a public seminar.   

Along with support of faculty and staff, Frenatae ran a “bug 

booth” at the Minnesota State Fair this summer. Hundreds, if 

not thousands, of fairgoers were able to learn about soybean 

aphids and their natural enemies, native pollinators, stable 

flies, and more. Boxes of the beautifully pinned insects from 

the museum collection were a big hit. We also gave out insect- 

themed prizes to kids who could answer “bug facts.” Frenatae 

also had a booth this year at the national Entomological 

Society of America meeting in Austin, TX.  Other activities 

included teaching about native bees and selling native bee 

nests at the Landscape Revival last spring, bug costumes at the 

UMN Homecoming Parade, and a hilarious Insect Halloween 

skit, written by Amy Morey, at the 125th Anniversary dinner.    

Within the department, we have hosted many more fun 

activities, including a student-faculty softball game, student 

camping trips, Pig’s Eyes, and more. We had our 2nd Annual 

Entomology Department pig roast and potluck this summer. 

We purchased a pig from the UMN meat lab and cooked in the 

back yard of Dr. Ralph Holzenthal. The whole department 

and their families were invited. This is certainly a tradition 

which will continue! We also hosted prospective entomology 

graduate students in the spring and incoming students in the 

fall by taking them out on the town and making them feel 

welcome in Minnesota.   

Frenatae gave the 2013 FAME award to Dr. Brian Aukema. 

The FAME award is Frenatae’s way of showing appreciation 

to faculty who go above and beyond to help students in the 

pursuit of their degrees. 

To learn more about our activities throughout the semester, please check out Frenatae’s website: http://frenatae.umn.edu, or visit the 

UM Frenatae Facebook page. 
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Anthony Auletta – 2013: OSF Graduate Fellowship, CFANS, 

University of Minnesota 

 

John Beckmann – 2013: Marion Brooks Wallace Graduate 

Fellowship. University of MN, Department of Entomology. 

 

Lindsey Christianson – 2013: Second Place MS, 10-minute 

talk competition, NCB-ESA Meeting Rapid City, SD 

 

Theresa Cira – 2012-2013: MGK (McLaughlin Gormley 

King) - Fellowship for Insect Pest Management Research 

2013: GAPSA Travel Grant, The Academic Consortium of the 

21st Century in Bangkok, Thailand 

 

Alexander Egan – 2013: Alexander & Lydia Anderson 

Graduate Summer Fellowship Competition, Graduate School, 

University of Minnesota 

 

Samuel Fahrner – 2013: Third Place Canadian Forum 

Biological Control Poster Contest 

 

Michael Goblirsch – 2013: Torske Klubben Spring Term 

Fellowship 2013 Presidential Travel Scholarship, NCB ESA 

Meeting Rapid City, SD 2013: Travel Grant, University of 

Minnesota, Department of Entomology 

 

Anthony Hanson – 2013-2014: MGK (McLaughlin Gormley 

King) - Fellowship for Insect Pest Management Research 

2013 Second Place PhD Student Poster Competition, NCB-

ESA Meeting Rapid City, SD 2013 NCR-SARE Graduate 

Student Grant 

 

Heather Hendrickson – 2013:  Allan Peterson Graduate 

Student Fellowship Award, Department of Entomology, 

University of Minnesota 

 

Chan Heu – 2013:  GAPSA Travel Grant, The Academic 

Consortium of the 21st Century in Bangkok, Thailand. COGS 

Travel Grant, Council of Graduate Students, University of 

Minnesota 

 

Jane Mazack – 2014-2015: Sawyer Seminar Graduate 

Fellowship 

 

Amy Morey – 2013: GAPSA Travel Grant, The Academic 

Consortium of the 21st Century in Bangkok, Thailand 2013 

Moris and Elaine Soffer Rockstein Graduate Fellowship, 

University of Minnesota 2013 ESA President's Prize talk, 

Nebraska Annual Meeting 

 

Adela Oliva Chavez – 2013:  GAPSA travel Grant. American 

Society for Rickettsiology travel award. 

 

Derek Rosenberger – 2013:  Presidential Travel Scholarship, 

NCB ESA Meeting Rapid City, SD 2012-13: Graduate 

Fellowship, CFANS, University of Minnesota  2013: Au 

Sable Graduate Fellowship, Au Sable Institute of 

Environmental Science 2013 Graduate Program in 

Entomology, Travel Grant, University of Minnesota 

 

Robin Thomson – 2012-2013: Doctoral Dissertation 

Fellowship. 

 

Judy Wu-Smart – 2013: Community of Scholars Program 

Travel Grant 2013:  EPA Star Fellowship 2011-2014: EPA 

Star Fellowship. 2012: American Association of Professional 

Apiculturists Student Scholarship. 2012: Department Block 

Travel; 2013: Community of Scholars Program (COSP) Travel 

Grant. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Adela Oliva Chavez  Samuel Fahrner   Heather Hendrickson 
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2013 Hodson Alumni Award Winner 

Dr. Eric Mussen 
 

Dr. Eric Mussen received his M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in 

Entomology from our department in 1969, and 1975, 

respectively. He earned his B.S. degree in Entomology from 

the University of Massachusetts (after turning down an offer 

to play football at Harvard). His graduate work was conducted 

under the supervision of Professors H.C. Chiang and Basil 

Furgala. While here, he was an active member of the 

department's Bowling Team, known as the "Bowl Weevil's" 

(we may need to bring this back). 

Eric's PhD research focused on the impact of Nosema spp. on 

honey bee health -- a topic that continues to be of keen interest 

today. Given this foundation, he was confronted with many 

new challenges regarding honey bee health and pollination 

concerns when he arrived at UC-Davis in 1976. Some 37 years 

later, he is still actively "tackling" these new challenges 

(mites, diseases, and Africanized honey bees, to name a few) 

to enhance the pollination success of California's diverse 

agricultural cropping systems, with considerable emphasis on 

almonds. 

Bill Hutchison, professor and head of the Department of 

Entomology at the University of Minnesota, presented Mussen  

with the award. The award memorializes Alexander C. 

Hodson, Department Head from 1960-1974 who died in 1996. 

The Hodson Graduate Alumni Award was established in 1998 

to recognize and honor outstanding alumni of the Department 

of Entomology. 

 

Mussen was nominated by Dr. Marla Spivak, Distinguished 

McKnight University Professor of Apiculture and 2010 

MacArthur Fellow, and Gary Reuter, apiculture technician, 

both with the University of Minnesota. Faculty and staff from 

UC Davis contributed to the nomination package. 

 

A native of Schenectady, N.Y., Mussen received his 

bachelor’s degree in entomology from the University of 

Massachusetts (after turning down an offer to play football at 

Harvard) and then received his master’s degree and doctorate 

in entomology from the University of Minnesota in 1969 and 

1975, respectively. 

 

His doctoral research focused on the epidemiology of a viral 

disease of larval honey bees, sacbrood virus. "During those 

studies I also was involved in studies concerning sunflower 

pollination and control of a microsporidian parasite of honey 

bees, Nosema apis," Mussen recalled. "Now a new species 

of Nosema has displaced N. apis and is even more difficult to 

keep subdued." 

 

Considered by his peers as one of the most respected and 

influential professional apiculturists in the nation, Mussen was 

named the California Beekeeper of the Year in 2006, won the 

American Association of Professional Apiculturists’ Award of 

Excellence in Extension Apiculture in 2007, and in 2008 he 

received the Distinguished Achievement Award in Extension 

from the Pacific Branch of the Entomological Society of 

America. He received the statewide Pedro Ilic Outstanding 

Agricultural Educator Award in 2010. This year he and four 

other colleagues ("The Bee Team"--Neal Williams, Robbin 

Thorp, Brian Johnson and Lynn Kimsey) won the team award 

from the Pacific Branch of the Entomological Society of 

America. 

 

In brief he is in demand, and he continues to be the primary 

source for objective information on honey bee health, and 

pollination in California. 
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Nominations are invited based on the following: 

 One recipient will be chosen annually in March and invited to participate in the Department’s Honors 

Day. The award includes travel to St. Paul and related expenses. 

 

 Nominees must have received a graduate degree in an entomological program from the University of 

Minnesota. The degree must have been granted at least five years before nomination. 

 

 Nominees must have demonstrated distinguished accomplishments and leadership in entomology 

through research, writing, teaching, extension or administration, and related career activities. 

 

 Nominations consist of a letter highlighting the nominee’s accomplishments, a current curriculum vitae, 

and three letters of support. Only one nomination from the same source will be accepted in a given year.  

 

 Please send documentation by e-mail (PDF preferred) or USPS. 

 

 The awardee must be willing to present a seminar during the Department’s Honors Day in May. 

 

 The award will not be bestowed on the same person more than once in ten years.  

 

Nominations will be accepted at any time, but must be received by February 15, 2015 to be considered for next 

year’s award.  Nominations not previously selected will be held for 2 years (these may be updated by the 

deadline). The recipient will be selected by the Awards Committee of the Department of Entomology. 

 

To be eligible for the 2015 Award, nominations must be received by February 15, 2015. The Award 

will be presented at the Department Honors Day in May, 2015. 

 

Nominations should be sent to: 

Dr. Rob Venette, Chair- Awards Committee  

Department of Entomology  

University of Minnesota  

1980 Folwell Ave, Rm. 219  

St. Paul, MN 55108  

Email: rvenette@fs.fed.us.

Call for 2015 Nominations 

The Department of Entomology, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences (CFANS) at 

the University of Minnesota is proud to announce a call for nominations for the 2015 Hodson Graduate 

Alumni Award. The Award, named in honor of Dr. Alexander Hodson, Department Head from 1960-1974, 

is intended to annually recognize and honor an outstanding alumna or alumnus of the Department of 

Entomology. The Award will be presented during the Department’s Honors Day which also pays tribute to 

the achievements of students in the Entomology Graduate Program. 
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“The Great Minnesota Get Together” 

(front to back) Professor Ralph Holzenthal, Post Doc and 

Extension Entomologist Jeffrey Hahn 

Homecoming Parade 
As part of our 125

th
 Birthday Celebration, we participated in the UofM Homecoming Parade for the first time! Below left, President 

Kahler and, our newly appointed mascot, Lucy Hutchison, take a ride on the CFAN’s float.  Lucy is donning her bee costume, in  

honor of the Department of Entomology’s 125
th

 birthday. 

We took every 

opportunity to 

celebrate our 

125
th

 Birthday. 

We kicked off 

the celebration 

by participating 

at the Minnesota 

State Fair. A 

September 1st 

visit from 

President and 

Mrs. Kaler was 

one of the many 

highlights of the 

departmental 

display at this 

year's MN State 

Fair. The “Bed 

Bug Hotel suite” 

and Bee-

Pollinator display 

were also very 

popular. We joined other departments, in of the College of 

Food Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences, for the 

twelve day event. Entomology proved to be quite popular with 

the crowds. 

Students and Faculty enjoyed sharing their research with fair 

goers, who eagerly crowed around the booth, to check out our 

impressive insect display, or ask questions about the latest 

insect they spotted in their garden, homes or on vacation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduate Students Amy Morey 

and Anthony Hanson 

Students, Faculty, Staff and Friends of the Department of 

Entomology, pose for a picture at the end of the Parade 



 

125th Anniversary Highlights 
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We held Kick-Off events in October! Entomologist and internationally renowned scientist and author, Dr. May Berenbaum, was our 

Keynote Speaker for both a Daytime Seminar and our first Dinner Seminar, the “Richards-Hodson Lecture”. Dr. Berenbaum currently 

serves as Department Head of the School of Integrative Biology at the University of Illinois. 

  

(Right) Millie Ascerno, with Drs. Karen Mesce and Dr. Mark 

Ascerno, former Department Head, are sharing some good 

memories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We started the evening mingling with alumni, and longtime friends of the department, while listening to the sounds of the “Daddy O’s 

jazz.   Dr. George Heimpel led the band which included Elaine Evans and Matt Kaiser. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"The Daddy O's" 

A selection of Dr. Berenbaum’s books. 

INSECTS: Aliens from Planet Earth 

125th Anniversary Dinner Celebration 
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Dinner Celebration continues…  

Graduate Students (L) Andrea Hefty (R) Erica Nystrom 

Graduate Student, Theresa Cira, poses with Goldy Tim Kurtti, HyoSook and Jonathan Oliver and Adela Oliva Chavez 

“Goldy Makes the Rounds” 

Ostlie Lab 

Jermey Barta, Jr. Scientist, Betsy Schacht, Lab Manager, Dr. Ken Ostlie, 

Trisha Leaf, Graduate Student, Megan Carter, Extension Program Specialist 

Graduate Students pose with Adjunct Faculty, and Friend of the Department, 

Dr. Rob Venette (L to R), Amanda Stephens, Dr. Venette, Amy Morey,      

Andrea Hefty and Lindsey Christenson 

Goldy takes a "Photo Op with the Daddy O's 
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Pictured above: Entomology 125th Anniversary Celebration, 

Oct. 24, 2013 (L-R); Margo and Bill Hutchison, Goldy, 

Suzanne (M.S. ’01) and Eric Burkness (M.S. ’96). Suzanne 

and Eric completed their M.S. degrees with Dr. Hutchison, 

working on strawberry and cucurbit IPM, respectively. 

 

     
Pictured above: Sanjeev (Sam, ‘91) and Laura Chaddha (B.S. 

Agricultural Economics 1992) of Naperville, Illinois. Sam 

completed his M.S. degree in 1991 with Dr. Ken Ostlie. Sam 

went on to complete his MBA degree in 1992, and is an 

executive with Safe Couriers & Delivery Services, Inc. Sam 

and Laura have two daughters, Hannah (13) and Simone (10). 

The department is very appreciative of a generous gift by the 

Chaddhas this year to support Dr. Ken Ostlie’s program. 

 
David W. Bartels, Ph.D. 

Entomologist 

(M.S. ’95, PhD ’98, Hutchison lab) 

 

USDA APHIS PPQ - Center for Plant Health Science & 

Technology 

Mission Laboratory 

Moore Air Base, Bldg. 6414 

22675 N. Moorefield Rd. 

Edinburg, TX 78541-9398 

(956) 205-7642 direct 

david.w.bartels@aphis.usda.gov 

 

After graduating from the University of Minnesota in 1999, I 

joined the USDA APHIS PPQ Center for Plant Health Science 

- Mission Laboratory in Edinburg, Texas.  My work within 

APHIS PPQ provides scientific support for Domestic and 

Emergency Regulatory Programs mainly in the area of survey 

and detection of insect and disease pests.  Since joining 

APHIS PPQ, I have had the opportunity to work on projects 

involving the Mexican fruit fly, Asian longhorn beetle, glassy-

winged sharpshooter, karnal bunt, emerald ash borer, cactus 

moth, panicle rice mite, armored scale on avocados, and most 

recently, the Asian citrus psyllid and citrus greening disease.  

From October 2003 to April 2004, I was stationed at Michigan 

State University working with the Computational Ecology & 

Visualization Laboratory and Center for Global Change & 

Earth Observation staff to learn advanced spatial analysis and 

image analysis methodology to support PPQ programs. When 

I am not traveling around the country for APHIS PPQ, I can 

be found on my own small piece of Texas which I share with 

my wife Barbara, daughters Rachel and Sarah, two horses, two 

cats, one dog, and several chickens. In the rare moments of 

free time, I like to dabble in woodworking, gardening, 

hunting, fishing, and brewing. 
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On a recent trip to Florida, Dr. Hutchison had a chance to visit with 

Dr. Jones and his wife, Joan. They enjoyed sharing stories of 

Richard’s tenure in Hodson Hall. Richard is still active with some 

of his Emeritus Professor colleagues from the University of Florida, 

including his “bee buddies.”  

 

Richard was also excited to hear about the growing bee program in 

our department, especially the expanding Bee Squad program 

coordinated by Dr. Becky Masterman (pictured right). This past 

year has been particularly busy for Becky, with an increasing 

number of requests by homeowners and businesses that wish to 

place honeybees in urban gardens and/or rooftops. Becky has been 

very impressed with the volume of honey produced from rooftop 

hives!  

 

 

Dr Richard Jones (pictured above, 2nd from the left) and his Bee Buddies, Gainesville, Florida, 

2014. Dr. Jones served as Department Head of Entomology from 1983-1991, Dean of our 

College, 1991-1995, and Dean, University of Florida, 1996-2011; he is now retired in 

Gainesville. 
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James and Mary Sublette Research Collection 
 

In 2013 the Insect Museum received the second instalment of the research collection donated by the estate of James and Mary 

Sublette. The collection represent more than 100 person years of research on the biodiversity, taxonomy, systematics and ecology of 

Chironomidae that Jim and Mary started in the 1950’s. Material consists of slide mounted specimens carefully prepared for taxonomic 

purposes (> 83,000 specimens), quantitative collections of larvae from biodiversity and ecological studies (estimated as >10,000 

specimens) and associated research library consisting of a nearly complete collection of literature on Chironomidae and personal lab 

and field notes. The slide mounted material includes more than 1,000 species (several of which represent undescribed species) and 

includes species from all continents (including Belgica antarctica from the Antarctic) and many isolated oceanic islands or 

archipelagos (example Yama tahetiensis). The collection includes genera of all subfamilies, including adults of several rare species. 

The Department of Entomology is extremely grateful for this gift, which adds significantly to our research and teaching programs, and 

would like to acknowledge and thank the heirs of the estate for their assistance, patience and consideration during the period of 

transfer and integration of this gift into our museum.  

 

 
     Mary and James Sublette       Len Ferrington and Students 

 

 

Len Ferrington wrote a more detailed summary of the research contributions and personal stories of Mary and Jim Sublette for the 

Journal of the Kansas Entomological Society. It is available on our website at:  

 

http://www.entomology.umn.edu/People/GradFaculty/Ferrington (please click the PDF link from list of Len’s recent publications) 

 

http://www.entomology.umn.edu/People/GradFaculty/Ferrington
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The Department of Entomology provides world-leading research and education that inspires society to value the environmental 

contributions of insects and their relatives, and to use best management practices to protect our food, health, and environment. Our 

students and faculty are well positioned to provide practical and creative solutions to everyday problems not only in Minnesota but 

throughout the world. We believe in the need to build on this history. 

 

You can help guarantee our future success by including the Department of Entomology in your estate plans. A gift in your estate 

leaves a legacy and at the same time may provide tax savings. You may direct your gift to a specific area of research, students or to the 

Department’s greatest needs (see web link below). 

 

Many alumni and friends of the Department of Entomology have received great satisfaction from including the department in their 

charitable gift plans. We hope you will join them by including us in your future plans as well.  

 

The generosity of alumni and friends has created several fellowships and scholarships including: 

 

MGK Fellowship in Pest Management 

 

Morris and Elaine Soffer Rockstein Graduate Fellowship (Fund #7616) 

 

Sping & Ying-ngoh Lin Graduate Fellowship (Fund #5257) 

 

Allan Peterson Graduate Fellowship 

 

Marion Brooks-Wallace Graduate Fellowship (Fund #8543)  

 

For confidential inquiries concerning cash gifts, gifts of securities or planning an estate gift for the Department of Entomology, 

contact: 

 

Cynthia Cashman 

Director of Development CFANS External Relations 

235 Skok Hall 

2003 Upper Buford Circle 

St. Paul, MN 55108  

Ph: 612-624-7489 

Ph: 1-800-775-2187 

Email: cashman@umn.edu 

*Please consult with your own tax advisor or attorney. 

 

 

We also invite you to consider gifts to generate momentum for the proposed “Bee Research and Discovery Center.”  

 

For information, see www.BeeCenter.umn.edu or contact Dr. Marla Spivak (spiva001@umn.edu). 

 

Fellowships and scholarships to which anyone can contribute are indicated by a Fund number. Please specify the Fellowship and Fund 

number with your check/gift. If you want to contribute to a Fellowship or Scholarship without a fund letter, contact Dr. Bill 

Hutchison. It only takes a few clicks of the mouse to give through our new on-line giving page at our department web site. Please see: 

 

http://www.entomology.umn.edu/Giving/index.htm 

 



 

 

Opportunities to Support the Future 
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OPTION #1 
 

Grow a Legacy at the U 
 

Join other alumni and friends who are planting the seed for the Department of Entomology’s future. Your future gift can help 

support students, give support to faculty, or offer program support.  Please consider including the Department of Entomology 

in your estate plans. These gifts include: 

 

 Bequests in a will or trust 

 Including the Department as a beneficiary of retirement plans, life insurance, etc.   

 Charitable gift annuities and trusts, which provide income to you for life 

 

To receive further information on the ways of giving above, or if you’ve already included the Department of Entomology in 

your estate plans, contact our University of Minnesota Foundation planned giving representative, Lynn Praska, at 612-624-

4158 or lpraska@umn.edu. 

 

OPTION#2 
 

Support for Entomology Beyond Your Lifetime 
 

Have you considered a future gift to the Department of Entomology through a bequest or beneficiary designation?  Contact 

our University of Minnesota Foundation planned giving representative, Lynn Praska, at 612-624-4158 or lpraska@umn.edu 

for information on ways to give and/or to inform us of your future gift for Entomology. We look forward to hearing from 

you.  

 

OPTION #3 
 

Is Entomology in your Estate Plan?   
 

A gift from your estate is an easy way to support Entomology. You retain the use of the asset during your lifetime and the 

ability to modify your gift.  Estate gifts can be made through your will, revocable (living) trust agreement, retirement plan, or 

life insurance. For more information about leaving an estate gift to Entomology, or if you have already done so, please 

contact our University of Minnesota Foundation planned giving representative, Lynn Praska, at 612-624-4158 or 

lpraska@umn.edu. 

  

Sample bequest language: 

 

“I give, devise and bequeath to the University of Minnesota Foundation, Minneapolis, Minnesota, {percentage of residue, 

sum, or description of property} for the benefit of the Department of Entomology.” 
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Upcoming Meetings: 
 

ESA National Meeting  

(& Alumni Mixer) 

November 16-19, 2014 

Portland, OR 
 

NCB-ESA Annual Meeting 

May 31- June 3, 2015 

Manhattan, KS 
 

Meeting Websites: 
 

http://www.esancb.org/ 

http://www.entsoc.org/ 
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