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General Information 

 Fleshy, flowering, annual herb, dicot 
 Boraceae, Hydrophyllaceae Family, Waterleaf 
 Genus also Nemophila 



Geographic Distribution 
  Native to California, but found in Arizona and Nevada 
  Habitat of ocean bluffs, canyons, desert scrub, woodlands, 

streambanks 
  Found in latitudes up to 6,000 ft. 
  http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/cgi-bin/get_cpn.pl?37885 



Habitat   
 Likes cool, moist shady places 
 Shady Sierra Nevada foothills or boulder pockets 

in deserts 
 Groundcover, goes over and through shrubs, 

hangs on with reversed barbed prickles 
 Vine-like but weak stemmed 



Taxonomic Description   
  Stems are weak, brittle  
    and many branched, 
    Angled, winged and armed 
    with hooked prickles 
  Foliage climbs horizontally 
  Leaf blade is oblong to  
    lance-ovate, with 5-13  
    deep lobes that are downward 
    curved, each side is bristled. 

      http://swbiodiversity.org 



Taxonomic Description 
 Corolla is showy, basin shaped, paler on the outside 
  Blue Fiesta Flower: Spanish women would attach flower 

to their dresses 
  at parties 

  Blooms March  
 through May 

http://farm1.staticflickr.com/3 

/6924793_ac23255d10_z.jpg?zz=1 



Market Niche   
  Groundcover shrub in naturalized settings, north facing slope 
  Can take over other annuals, burrow through shrubs, keep 

tame and mounded 
  Cut flower or window  
    box, however watch 
    for prickles 
  Holiday:  
    Dio del trabajo,  
    May 1st. Mother’s Day. 
http://farm4.staticflickr.com/3297/3507041151_7d7c7ee0e1_o.jpg 



Similar crop   
  Baby Blue Eyes, Nemophila menzeisii 
  Annual herb with bright blue flowers, groundcover 
  Easily propagated, readily available in nurseries 
  Same habitat as Pholistoma, native to California but is found in 

more areas of the US. 

   Comstockseed,.com 



Propagation Methods   
  Seed from seedhunt.com, no germination information on 

label. No recent information on propagation methods 
  Most information found as Nemophila aurita 

  Sown week 11, 96 seeds, 288 pack 
  5 Cotyledons emerge, week 12 
  3 plants develop true leaves, transplanted week 14 to 4” pots 



Results 
  The plants resembles another annual herb, I would say Basil. 
  Obviously there is a seed mixup by the packet seed company. 
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