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A LEAD ER RETIRES : DR. M . D . MOB LE Y 
by 

MILO J. PETERSON, Professor and Chairman 
Dept. of Agricultural Education, University of Minnesota 

Dr. M. D. Mobley, executive secretary of 
the American Vocational Association, re
tired at the close of 1965 from his position 
of leadership in vocational education. He 
was honored at the Minnesota Vocational 
Association convention, the American Vo
cational Association convention and at cere
monies in his native state of Georgia, as 
well as at numerous other events. Dr. 
Mobley has been instrumental in shaping 
the future of vocational education in the 
United States and throughout the world 
during his long and illustrious career. 

Excepting only the Smith-Hughes Act, no 
piece of major national legislation bearing 
on vocational education in the United States 
has escaped the scrutiny and constructive in
fluence of M. D. Mobley. The latest chapter 
in service to vocational education was writ
ten during the events leading to the passage 
of the Morse-Perkins Act (the National Vo
cational Education Act of 1963). 

Retirement is a misnomer for Dr. 
Mobley's immediate future. He remains ac
tive in international programs for vocational 
education and has an extended schedule of 
consultantships, speaking engagements, writ
ing and teaching in the months ahead. 

The University of Minnesota has secured 
the services of Dr. Mobley as visiting pro~ 
fessor in agricultural education during the 
first summer session of 1966. Dr. Mobley's 
background and experience suggests that as 
he resumes his role as teacher, vocational 
education will continue to benefit. 

In a recent address to the Minnesota Vo
cational Agriculture Instructors Association 
Dr. Mobley discussed "Vocational Agricul
ture - Past, Present and Future." A digest 
of his remarks follows. 

Dr. Mobley suggested, and we agree, that 
we might well recast the vocational agricul
ture program if by this we mean expanding 
the program to include training individuals 
for off-farm occupations involving know!-

edge and skills in agriculture. This does not 
mean we should cease to provide programs 
designed to increase the efficiency of adults 
engaged in production agriculture and those 
youth who are preparing to become farmers. 
We must never forget the basic responsibil
ity to provide training programs designed 
specifically for those engaged in farming 
and those preparing to become farmers. 

Under the Morse-Perkins Act of 1963 it 
is possible to use any available federal funds 
to train persons for off-farm agricultural 
occupations requiring less than the bacca
laureate degree. This opens a whole new 
vista for vocational agriculture. But it does 
not, in any sense, lessen your responsibility 
to production agriculture training. 

For some years many teachers of voca
tional agriculture have offered training that 
prepared youth for off-farm agricultural oc
cupations, that is, "occupations involving 
knowledge and skills in agricultural subjects." 
This was done even though there were some 
who questioned its legality. It is well that 
the language of the Morse-Perkins Act has 
broadened the responsibility of vocational 
agriculture to include the entire agricultura l 
industry. 

In Dr. Mobley's estimation many agri
cultural educators have not yet realized the 
full significance of the broadened provisions 
of the Morse-Perkins Act even though such 
training has been provided for many years. 
This is evidenced by facts uncovered in 
three states (Georgia, Minnesota and Vir
ginia). Unemployment among those who 
had completed four years of vocational agri
culture was at the one percent level or less. 
(Ed. Note: See The Visitor, Vol. LII, No. 
4, October 1965). These facts ind icate that 
vocational agriculture, as carried on in 
Georgia, Minnesota and Virginia, has pro
vided training that fits students for employ
ment in a number of off-farm agricultural 
occupations as well as in production agri
culture. 
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In planning for the future it is most im
portant that school administrators and vo
cational leaders keep in mind that it was 
definitely the intent of Congress that vo
cational education in agriculture, both for 
production agriculture and off-farm agricul
tural occupations, be expanded and im
proved . States that fail to do this will be 
selling educational opportunity in agricul
ture short and will not be carrying out the 
intent of the national Congress. 

Dr. Mobley called attention to the fact 
that percentagewise the proportion of people 
engaged in farming is declining. In the early 
days of our nation it was necessary for 90 
percent of the workers to be engaged in 
farming in order to feed and clothe them
selves and other Americans. Today, less 
than J 0 percent of our workers are engaged 
in production agriculture and all too few of 
those so engaged are enrolled in vocational 
courses to upgrade their efficiency. Al
though the percentage may decrease to six 
or seven percent if the present policy of 
limiting production is continued, production 
agriculture will still be the largest proprie
tary occupation in the land. Dr. Mobley 
pointed out that this policy may well be 
changed in favor of one encouraging pro
duction in the near future. Never in the 
history of makind has any nation developed 
such efficient farmers as has the United 
States. This is precisely the basis for our 
remarkable industrialization because mil
lions of people have been released from pro
ducton agriculture for work in industry, dis
tribution and service occupations. Voca
tional agriculture, other agricultural educa
tion programs and research have played a 
major role in making the United States the 
world's most outstanding agricultural, com
mercial and industrial nation. 

The world population today is about 3.3 
billion. By the year 2000, 35 years hence, 
it will almost double to a total of about 

6 billion people. The biggest population in
creases are taking pl ace in the less de
veloped nations where population already 
is pressing severely agai nst food supply. 

Diets are already inadequate in the huge 
undeveloped areas of the world which in
clude almost all of Asia and Africa and 
most of Latin Amenca. Merely to maintain 
the present inadequate level of diet will re
quire a virtual doubling of the world's out
put of food in the next 35 years. 

The vast increase in food production must 
be achieved at a time when nearly all of 
the virgin lands of the world already have 
been brought into production. There is no 
assura nce that the job can be done in time. 
Great famine as a result could be the out
look. 

The man-food rat io for two-thirds of the 
world's population has actually been in a 
decline in the last half dozen years. The out
put of food has increased during these years, 
but at a slower rate than population in
crease. In many of the underdeveloped 
areas, the man-food ratio is in serious de
cline. 

It is known that President Johnson is 
thinking seriously about the world food 
problem. On at least one occasion, he has 
stated that the United States cannot remain 
secure as an island of abundance in a world 
full of starving people. It appears that the 
time is approaching when United States 
farmers will be asked to spur food pro
duction instead of curbing it. 

It has been pointed out that we can add 
only a limited supply of additional arable 
land, but we can greatly increase production 
by accelerated application of capital and 
technology to our agricultural system and 
thus increase output per acre and per man. 

If this becomes the policy of the United 
States, the need for vocational education in 
agriculture will be much greater than it has 
ever been. 

In the days and years ahead, Dr. Mobley 
advised vocational agriculture teachers to 
continue efforts to increase the efficiency of 
present and prospective farmers in the pro
duction of farm products, and at the same 
time gear up and launch effective programs 
to train many of the rural and small town 
youth of our nation for non-farm agricul
tural occupations that will help make them 
more efficient in processing and marketing 
farm products and rendering needed serv-
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ices to the agricultural idustry. The job 
ahead in vocational education in agriculture 
is indeed bright with challenge and promise 
of new worlds to conquer. 

Dr. Mobley pointed out that past history 
should teach us that those nations that have 
neglected the proper education of farm peo
ple and failed to help them acquire knowl
edge and skills to increase and improve 
farm production have been the nations that 
have ceased to be or have greatly lowered 
the standard of living of their people. An 
efficient and effective agricultural education 
program is essential for the economic well
being of any nation. Without such a pro
gram many nations are doomed to economic 
failure and to a low standard of living. Let 
us dedicate ourselves to the proposition that 
we will never let our vocational education 
program in agriculture be scuttled or weak
ened, because the economic well-being and 
the standard of living of the people of our 
nation would then be in jeopardy. 

Farming is more complicated than ever 
in the history of mankind. There is more 
knowledge about agriculture than ever be
fore . We have improved varieties of plants. 
Animals and poultry have been bred to pro
duce more efficiently on a given amount of 
feed. We also have more plant and animal 
diseases and insects - but our methods of 
control are more efficient. A farmer to be 
successful m\Jst know about all these things. 
He must be better educated and possess 
more skills and greater managerial ability 
than his predecessor. Improved manage
ment is of special importance. 

The teaching of vocational agriculture is 
MORE important today than ever before 
since its beginning. We may be dealing with 
better varieties of plants. improved breeds 
of animals. new insects and diseases and 
their control, but we are dealing with the 
same kind of people - and people must be 
educated and vocationally trained in order 
to be successful in our ever increasing com
petitive society. 

We have more to teach and our problems 
in agriculture are much more complicated 
than ever before. So, don't ever get dis
couraged and think that vocational agricul
ture has no place in the scheme of things 
today. There will always be a need for vo
cational education in agriculture and the 
need will increase as the complexity of the 
world's economy increases. 

Reports From Afar 

During the recent holiday season news 
has been received from many parts of the 
world. In the belief that Visitor readers 
will find news of former classmates and 
colleagues of interest a few highlights are 
shared here: 

from Jose Zarraga . . (Philippines) 

"I am taking up a new assignment with 
ILO (International Labor Organization) 
to be attached to ILO Liason with the 
Economic Council for Asia and the Far 
East. I will be stationed at Bangkok, 
Thailand, leaving Geneva, Switzerland, 
on January 15. I am really looking for
ward to this assignment hoping to gain 
practical field experience in vocational 
education and related activities. I expect 
to stay in Bangkok for a year or two. 
Eventually, I hope to return to the Philip
pines ... This year has been a very busy 
one. Recently I have been busy with the 
Permanent Agricultural Committee of the 
ILO and prepared one of the working 
papers for the Committee." 

Dr. Zarraga further reported spending 
Christmas holidays in Salzburg, Vienna and 
Munich. His many friends will join The 
Visitor in wishing Dr. Zarraga success in 
his new assignment. 

from Tam Murton .. . (Rhodesia) 

"I work in African Tribal and farming 
areas a lot of the time . . . There is no 
hint of any disturbance or unrest and 
we are all on the best of terms . . . The 
conservation education program we were 
commencing in our Province - using the 
background of much I saw in the States 
. . . has begun to show some excellent 
results, so much so that in the African 
Tribal area, which comprises a large part 
of my supervisory area, they have taken 
over their own conservation work under 
our training and supervision." 

Mr. Murton, an agricultural education 
and extension leader in Rhodesia, visited 
Minnesota as part of a study program of 
agricultural education . His grasp of the 
community school philosophy and interest 
in vocational agriculture, assure a signifi
cant contribution on his part. 1 he Visitor 
shares with others the hope for a speedy 
and peaceful solution to the political prob-
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!ems of Rhodesia in order that Mr. Murton 
and his colleagues may devote themselves 
unhindered to the improvement of agricul
ture education. 

from Roar Bruun . . . (Norway) 

"Very often we speak about our stay in 
Minnesota and it goes like this: Do you 
remember . . . ? And we do remember. 
We had so many nice experiences that 
we will never forget ... I have told you 
about the possibility of a department of 
agricultural education at the University 
here in Norway. The proposal should pass 
the Parliament and the government some
time this spring and we hope it will be 
a reality. I have been asked to prepare 
myself to compete for some of the new 
jobs in st ch a department but we haven't 
decided ) et. I have had some lectures at 
a preliminary course and that was inter
esting, but time will show what we should 
do in the future." 

Mr. Brunn and his family contributed 
much to the University and to the com
munity during their stay here. It is good 
to know that Mr. Brunn is being sought for 
a leadership position in the developing pro
gram of agricultural education in his coun
try. The Visitor wishes him all success and 
good fortune as he assumes new respon
sibility. 

(Japan) 

from Dr. Morino and Dr. Tajima ... 

Dr. Morino and Dr. Tajima were among 
the first Japanese citizens to receive ad
vanced degrees in agricultural education, 
earning M.S. degrees at the University of 
Minnesota and subsequently their Ph .D.'s 
in Japanese universities. 

Dr. Tajima reports that at the last annual 
meeting of Sogo-Nogaku (The Vocational 
Agriculture Research Association of Japan) 
word was received that the Association 

"was recognized as one of the regular 
member organizations of the Japanese 
Academy of Science. Since it has long 
been awaited by us, we welcomed it very 
much ... In the field of agricultural ed
ucation great changes and progress are 
being made in Japan. The importance and 
need of training farmers' successors were 
appreciated by the government, farm or
ganizations and the public because of the 
tremendous migration of rural youth . .. 

recognizing the need for manpower in the 
field of agriculture the public turns its 
eyes to the significance of rural youth 
training. We are very busy revising cur
riculum and improving teaching condi
tions for making vocational agriculture 
more attractive .. . " 

from Dr. Atsushi Miyawaki ... (Japan) 

Dr. Miyawaki is one of the truly great 
pioneers of vocational education in Japan. 
A graduate of Kansas State University 
(1904, Dairy Husbandry), Dr. Miyawaki 
returned to Japan and was instrumental in 
developing the dairy industry. He exercised 
leadership in initiating vocational education 
in agriculture and home economics in his 
country. Although he has retired as Presi
dent of Obihiro Zootechnical University in 
Hokkaido, Japan, Dr. Miyawaki remains 
active and influential in shaping educational 
policy and program development. 

In a recent letter Dr. Mayawaki writes: 
''We old-timers in agricultural education 
often meet to talk about the past . .. 1 
sometimes hear criticisms of having voca
tional education courses in teacher edu
cation at the university level from some 
academicians. They are misjudging the 
courses with their innocence of the real 
meaning of vocational education. But this 
is a matter of difference of opinions . .. " 

To Dr. Miyawaki, now in his 80's The 
Visitor wishes many more years of p/oduc
tive and creative leadership. 


