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The March, 1959 issue of the County 
Agent and V o·Ag Teacher (pp. 52.53) 
presented "Two Views on Vo·Ag" by 
the unfortunate device of presenting 
two educational leaders with a list of 
questions so worded as to place each in 
an extremist position. The questions 
concerned an area where differences of 
opinion can and do exist, but the re
sponses needed much more space for 
explanation and qualification than was 
provided. As a result, the reader is left 
with the impression that a major cleft 
exists between the vo-ag program in 
the high school and professional cur
riculums in Agriculture at the college 
level. I believe the relationship be
tween the two programs is closer than 
that suggested by this article. 

Of basic concern to Colleges of Agri
culture the country over is the drop in 
college enrollment in Agriculture, both 
in numbers and proportion to total col
lege students. Reduced rural popula
tions, increased emphasis upon the "tra
ditional" professions, and other factors 
contribute to this trend. This phenome
non should tend to emphasize the mu
tual interdependence of the programs 

under discussion, rather than their basic 
differences. 

As is indicated, some high school 
counselers and administrators do have 
a limited understanding of the high 
school vo-ag program and its objec
tives, and similarly a limited apprecia
tion of the professional opportunities 
in agriculture in addition to farming. 
These attitudes tend to he related, and 
it is our experience that in a school 
where the vo-ag department is con
sidered to he pedestrian in its program 
and progress, little interest is shown by 
counselors and administrators in en
couraging superior students to consider 
professional agriculture as a career out
let. Of equal importance, however, is 
the observation that in the school where 
the instruction in vo-ag is vital and chal
lenging, the interest in college programs 
in Agriculture is correspondingly high. 

One weakness in the suggestion that 
college-bound youth, or those with col
lege level ability, should stay away from 
the vo-ag program in high school, in 
order to secure more adequate "aca
demic" preparation, is that experience 
shows that there are few influences in 
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the high school encouraging the non
vo-ag student to consider professional 
agriculture. Until the general attitude 
toward agriculture as a field, on all 
levels, changes, and until school admin
istrators, counselors, and science in
structors realize the richness of this 
field, nothing in the high school serves 
the field of professional agriculture so 
well as a source of information and 
stimulation as does the well-run vo-ag 
department. As a profession, agricul
ture has not "sold itself" in the manner 
that engineering, for instance, has suc
ceeded in doing. The field must have 
more impact upon parents, counselors, 
and administrators if it is to secure the 
level of competency and the numbers of 
students it needs. In striving to assure 
a steady flow of superior individuals 
into agricultural science as a natural 
post-high school goal of top students in 
biology, physics, and chemistry (and the 
business oriented) in the high school, 
care must be taken not to cut those ties 
now serving well as feeder support. 

The argument for keeping the particu
larly superior student out of vo-ag in 
order to strengthen his "academic back
ground" does not take into considera
tion the very intense interest in agricul-

ture that many of these rural boys have 
at the time they enter high school. The 
very able student frequently has been a 
good performer in the 4-H Club pro
gram, he has many ties with agriculture 
that are rewarding, and it is natural that 
he should consider the Future Farmers 
and vo-ag as an important part of his 
program. Further, in Minnesota at 
least, the numbers of rural farm boys 
who at the ninth grade level have de
cided on college-going are limited. This 
desire must he aroused through skillful 
educational leadership, with the vo-ag 
instructor himself serving as the prime 
example of what college training in 
agriculture can do. 

Much of the discussion relating to 
programming the potential college stu
dent in high school vo-ag implies that 
there is an either-or aspect to the ques
tion. True, if the student is in a high 
school where but four units per year 
are taken, and if scheduling conflicts 
between agriculture and mathematics, 
for instance, prevent the student from 
securing elementary algebra and plane 
geometry, then the student will he handi
capped at a later date, inasmuch as 
preparation in mathematics at least 
through plane geometry is becoming a 
rather universal requirement for college 
programs in Agriculture. However, if 
the superior student is identified early 
in his program, if he is encouraged to 
add to his load, or if he is in a school 
where five basic subjects are taken as 
standard practice, then time is available 
to secure math and science in addition 
to vocational agriculture, and the use
fulness of the math and science prepara
tion, combined with the enthusiasm and 
support stemming from a vo-ag experi-
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ence of a high quality, can make the 
high school program a splendid success. 

It is to be assumed, too, that the 
modern instructor of vocational agri
culture includes in his teaching objec
tives interpretation of the application 
of science to agriculture, management 
principles in action, a counseling func
tion (since he teaches the boy through 
the medium of vo·ag), and the develop
ment of the personal skills of students in 
his classes. His program is flexible, his 
subject matter broad. And, when well 
handled, can one assume that vo-ag in 
the high school, for any reason, should 
be less demanding of excellence in per
formance, of application, and of dedica
tion, than any other subject taught by 
the school? 

The relating of high school programs 
to later college success is a very com
plex matter. The better studies of this 

phenomenon, wherein adequate controls 
are used and where differences in apti
tude and high school performance are 
held constant, do not support the thesis 
that there is a significant direct rela
tionship between the nature of the high 
school program (courses taken) and 
total college performance. The crucial 
point here, often overlooked, is that 
certain high school courses are essential 
for prerequisite purposes at the college 
level, and that omission of these (i.e., of 
elementary algebra and plane geometry) 
while in high school may result in post
poned college entrance or in extra load
ing during the initial college period, 
with subsequent effect upon college per
formance. Further, the comparing of 
vo-ag students to non-vo-ag students on 
performance on standard measures of 
academic aptitude must be handled with 

care. In the first place, the academic 
aptitude test most widely used until 
recently in Minnesota (the A.C.E.) cor
relates at a very low level with college 
performance in Agriculture curriculums. 
Secondly, the elements measured by the 
usual academic aptitude test, including 
speed of reading and vocabulary, tend 
to discriminate against the rural boy 
who because of his background, pos
sibly more limited reading in the home, 
lower level of parental formal educa
tion, etc., will do less well on this kind 
of a test than on one that measures 
understanding of basic principle, per· 
sistence, and quality of effort. The wide 
diversity between High School Rank and 
A.C.E. scores on Minnesota college stu
dents entering into Agriculture tends to 
support this contention. The signifi
cance, therefore, of some aptitude tests 
as a measure of the adequacy of prepa· 
ration for college work must be re· 
garded with caution. 

In addition, a "built in" selective fac
tor may function to separate at the ninth 
grade level the "academically-oriented" 
boy from the student who chooses vo-ag. 
In later testing, the differences in apti
tude scores, often attributed to the "weak
ness" of the vo-ag program, should more 
correctly be attributed to a difference in 
the personality structure of the students 
concerned. Hence the need for careful 
conduct of studies of the type men
tioned, and even more careful inter
pretation of the results obtained. 

In summary, the vo-ag program in 
the high school, if well handled, and if 
offered in conjunction with, and not in 
competition with, the basic preparatory 
courses in math and science, has much 
to offer the boy who may enter farm-
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ing immediately after high school or 
after college experience, and to the boy 
who for any number of reasons plans to 
leave the farm and who must prepare 
himself for other career opportunities. 
Vo-ag instructors are throwing their 
weight behind better academic prepa
ration for their students, in addition to 
improved instruction in vo-ag itself. 
Colleges of Agriculture appreciate the 
assistance given by vo-ag teachers in 
recruitment of college students in Agri
culture. 

At the same time, college administra
tors must work to broaden the base of 

contact with high schools. Communica
tion must not stop with the vo-ag in
structor, but must reach the classroom 
teacher-in science, mathematics, social 
studies-, the counselor, and the admin
istrator, in order that students with po
tential, with appropriate interests, and 
with ambition might more frequently 
find professional agriculture a reason
able field for exploration. When fullest 
support is forthcoming, from vo-ag de
partments, from the other school agen
cies, and from the colleges themselves, 
the question of numbers and of quality 
of college students in Agriculture will 
have been largely answered. 

RICHARD SEELY WINS FFA FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP 

Dean A. A. Dowell, director of resi
dent instruction at the University of 
Minnesota College of Agriculture, an
nounced recently that Mr. Richard Seely 
has been awarded the Minnesota FF A 
Foundation Scholarship for 1959. Rich
ard is a graduate of Cleveland, Minne
sota high school and plans to enter the 
University in September 1959 as a 
freshman in agricultural education. The 
scholarship carries an award of $1,000 
payable over a four-year period. It was 
awarded to Mr. Seely on the basis of 
his fine high school record, leadership 
potential, and interest in agricultural 
education. 

Mr. Seely's agriculture instructor dur
ing his first three years of high school 
was Mr. Virgil Christensen who is cur
rently pursuing graduate study at the 

University of Minnesota. During Rich
ard's senior year in high school he was 
taught by Mr. AI Aho. Mr. W. S. Sather 
is superintendent of schools at Cleveland. 

This is the second Minnesota FF A 
Foundation Scholarship to be awarded. 
The first was awarded last year to Mr. 
James Moe, a graduate of Hayfield High 
School. Mr. Moe will begin the second 
year of his scholarship this fall. 

The Visitor extends its congratula
tions to the two young men who have 
received these fine scholarships. Hearty 
appreciation is also due the donors and 
officers of the Minnesota FF A Founda
tion for making this scholarship pro
gram possible. This is the kind of con
tribution to agricultural education that 
will increase in value and worth to 
Minnesota agriculture as time goes on. 
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DR. SWANSON TO UNESCO 

The Visitor announces with pardon
able pride the appointment of Dr. Gor
don I. Swanson as director of vocational 
education for UNESCO beginning in 
July 1959. Dr. Swanson is on a one
year leave of absence from his position 
as Associate Professor of Agricultural 
Education at the University of Minne
sota. In carrying out his duties as 
top vocational educator for UNESCO, 
Dr. Swanson will headquarter in Paris, 
France. He will work with vocational 
educators from all member nations in 
strengthening their programs. In most 
of the world the need for improved pro
duction of food and fiber is of extreme 

urgency thus giving emphasis to agri
cultural education as one of Dr. Swan
son's high priority programs. 

Mrs. Swanson and the four Swanson 
children-Dale, 12; Dean, 10; Janet, 7; 
and Charles, 1-also made the transfer 
from St. Paul, Minnesota to Paris, 
France and have established a family 
headquarters there for the coming year. 

It goes without saying that this will 
be a good year for vocational education 
in UNESCO's program. The Visitor con
fidently expects the program in Minne
sota to benefit when Dr. Swanson rejoins 
the team at his alma mater. 

DR. KITTS HONORED BY FOUNDATION 
Dr. Harry W. Kitts, Professor of 

Agricultural Education at the Univer
sity of Minnesota, has been selected as 
a counselor by the American Youth 
Foundation and will spend the last half 
of August at Camp Miniwanca, Michi
gan. While at Camp Miniwanca Pro
fessor Kitts will participate in a Senior 
Boys Leadership Training Camp. The 
Camp, established in 1929, is host this 
year to nearly 500 campers, group lead
ers, and faculty members. Its purpose is 
to "help youth make decisions, to en
large their horizons, to broaden their 
contacts, to render assistance in attain
ing the Four-Fold way of living" accord
ing to William Danforth, Ralston Purina 
Company founder and director of the 
Foundation. 

Dr. Kitts will have responsibility for 

counseling college seniors of high lead
ership capacity who are interested in 
"exemplifying Christianity in their 
chosen life work ... and in serving their 
community, state, and nation as Chris
tian leaders." These young men are 
selected from land grant agricultural 
colleges throughout the United States 
and from Canada and many foreign 
countries. They will spend two weeks 
at Washington University, St. Louis, 
Missouri, studying the relationships be
tween business and agriculture before 
going to the camp in Michigan for the 
second two-week period. 

Two of the college seniors making up 
the group have a special connection 
with Dr. Kitts. One of them is George 
Rabehl, a senior in agricultual educa
tion who will represent the University 
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o£ Minnesota. This young man is a stu
dent of Dr. Kitts, a former FF A member 
from Rochester, Minnesota, and active 
in the Agricultural Education Club and 
Alpha Zeta. He has close to a straight 
"A" scholastic record. The second young 
man with previous contacts with Dr. 
Kitts is the representative from Cornell 

University. He is David Kitts, eldest 
son of Dr. and Mrs. Kitts. David is a 
senior at Cornell and plans to enter 
farming upon graduation. Professor 
Kitts and his son David are one of the 
few father-son combinations to he hon
ored by the American Youth Foundation. 


