
THE VISITOR 
D evoted to the Interests of A gricultural Education in Minnesota Sch ools 

Volume XL April 1953 No.2 

WHY GRADUATE STUDY ? 
By 

Gordon I. Swanson, Instructor, Agricultural Education Department 
University of Minnesota 

Why do teachers choose to do graduate an indication that a guide-post has been 
study? What factors are influential in a passed, not that the traveled has arrived. 
decision to pursue graduate level training? In summary, graduate study is an indica-
This issue of "The Visitor" contains the tion that an individual has taken advantage 
summary statements of seven graduate stu- of this opportunity to better prepare himself 
dents answering the question, "Why are you for more effective performance in his chosen 
a graduate student?" Obviously they are but profession. 
a small segment of the group that have 
previously sought answers to the same ques
tions. 

Perhaps the most common characteristic 
of graduate students in education is the 
period of teaching that preceded their gradu
ate study. It is during this period of teaching 
experience that many of the decisions are 
made which affect one's professional life. It 
is during this period that teachers decide 
whether or not to identify themselves strong
ly with education as a profession-a common 
factor associated with a teacher's desire to 
do graduate work. 

Another factor characterizing those who 
choose to do graduate work is impatience, 
unrest, and dissatisfaction with his own in
ventory of understandings, abilities, and skills 
needed to do the professional job with which 
he has identified himself. It may be said here 
that the increases in inventory resulting from 
graduate study are very satisfying and pro
ductive though it does not diminish the im
patience or unrest of graduate students. It 
merely prefaces a third identifying feature 
of graduate students-a desire to explore, 
investigate, and study educational frontiers. 
This is not merely a desire to gather new 
or more facts. Indeed it may be an applica
tion of observations, personal experience, and 
experience of others such that new insights 
are gained or new relationships are seen in 
familiar observations. 

This third characteristic is the prime mover 
of graduate education and also contains the 
rewards of gradaute study. The rewards are 
obtained in personal satisfaction from teach
ing, research, or service for those whom the 
profession is pledged to serve. 

Finally, it may be appropriate to suggest 
a negative view, specifically, what graduate 
study is not. Is it progress toward a degree ? 
Yes, though a degree is merely a by-product 
of graduate study. A degree is merely a 
withdrawal, for public exhibition, of the de
posits made during the course of graduate 
training. For those who purport to serve 
agricultural education professionally, a de
gree (graduate or undergraduate) is merely 

Why I am a Graduate Student 

Eldon Madison 

The road from a farm in Nobles County 
in Minnesota to the Graduate School at the 
University of Minnesota has been a long one 
with many detours. But from the time of 
high school clays it has been one of my 
chief ambitions. There have been many rea
sons for this ambition, some of which have 
changed over the years. 

The desire to do graduate work in agri
cultural education began to crystalize soon 
after beginning to teach vocational agricul
ture. Early in my teaching I felt a very 
definite need for more a!)d better training 
in the field of farm · mechanics. When courses 
dealing with farm mechanics for agriculture 
teachers began to be offered in the summer 
sessions, it helped to make up my mind to 
return to the University for full-time gradu
ate work. It is my hope to in some way help 
improve the undergraduate preparation for 
prospective teachers of agriculture. I feel 
that one way of doing this is to prepare 
myself for teaching on the college level and 
perhaps some clay to get to the point where 
I might have some influence on the kind of 
preparation these students get. 

As I stated above there have been many 
reasons for my coming to the University 
for graduate work. Probably the most im
portant has already been stated. Some of 
the others are based on a rather nebulous 
desire to "get ahead." By virtue of having 
served in the Navy during the war, I had 
considerable remaining G.I. eligibility for 
education. The cut-off date in July 1951 
served as a prod to start full-time work in 
the summer of 1951. The available housing 
for veterans and their families here at the 
University also was a contributing factor to 
the decision. Perhaps one of the most im
portant reasons of all was the willingness 
of my wife to help me to get an advanced 
degree. Together we decided that since we 
were nearly always "broke" anyway, it 
couldn't be any worse going to school on 
"the other side of the desk." 
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Why I am a Graduat e Student 
Stanley Sundet 

For the last several years I have been 
the teacher-trainer in vocational agriculture 
at South Dakota State College, Brookings. 
In 1952 I was g ranted a leave of absence 
for the purpose of continuing my g raduate 
work toward an advanced degree. 

This provision permitted me to enroll again 
at the University of ~[innesota for the pur
pose of completing my course work and 
finish such other requi rements as a re man
datory for the Ph.D. degree. 

Graduate work permits a professional 
educator to continue growing professionally 
and thereby enhances his opportunity of more 
effective working with his co-workers and 
better aiding his students in reaching their 
educational objectives. Likewise, graduate 
study enables a person to come in contact 
with those who are leaders in the various 
areas of the profession of teaching and 
thereby keep up-to-date in the newer de
velopments of our chosen profession. 

Graduate study involves research which 
in turn means moving out to new horizons 
of knowledge and a graduate student con
tributes to the field of education by making 
available new information useful to the pro
fession. 

It seems quite desirable that more of our 
professional educators should ava il them
selves of the opportunity of strengthening 
their position as educators by periodically 
doing graduate work even though their ob
i ective may not be a degree. 

Why I am a Graduate St udent 
A. N. Pearson 

For as long as I can remember I have 
been interested in people. H ow they live and 
act, why some seem to be successful and live 
full lives while others go through life with 
progressively fewer accomplishments and 
lesser degrees of happiness has always fasc i
nated me. 

\Vhen one looks searchingly at this prob
lem it becomes quite obvious that the really 
successful man, the one who is most admired 
and dearly remembered, is the man who has 

been most concerned about helping others. 
A person can have no greater reward here 
on earth than that satisfaction which comes 
with seeing those whose lives he has influ
enced develop into God-fearing, home-loving 
citizens devoted to the ideals of our demo
cratic way of life. No greater reward can a 
man receive than to have such persons say 
with pride, "He was my teacher." 

It is my deep interest in people and my 
sincere desire to help them that has led me 
to continue my graduate training. I am 
deeply concerned about the effect of what 
I say and do upon the lives of those with 
whom I work. My greatest fear is that 
some thought or act of mine may not be of 
the greatest possible benefit to those around 
me. 

Continued study in the field of education 
seems to offer the most outstanding and 
positive way of increasing my effectiveness 
to working with others. It offers unlimited 
opportunity for study and guidance under 
the leadership of those who have devoted 
their lives to the service and welfare of man
kind. I can learn from every man, but effi
cient learning can best be accomplished by 
deliberate and purposive effort under the 
skilled direction of the master. With a sin
cere desire and diligent effor t on my part; 
the love, encouragement, and willingness to 
sact· ifice on the part of my wife and family; 
and wtih the help of God I may someday 
ha\'e some man point with pride and say of 
me, "He was my teacher." 

Why I am a Graduate Student 
Stanley D. Sahlstrom 

Any attempt at a discussion of graduate 
work must include a definition of "graduate 
s tudent." For my part, I am a graduate stu
dent because I am willing to sacrifice pres
ent financial security for the chance of ob
taining greater financial stability and the 
opportuni ty for g reater service and growth 
in my chosen field. A second reason I am 
a g raduate student is that I probably possess 
to a greater degree than normal the inevi
table characteristic of selfishness. By being 
"selfish" I mean that I am interes ted in go
ing on to greater personal heights in service 
to my fellow men, in association with fellow 
workers, in greater prestige, and in financial 
reimbursement. Every person probably has 
these same desires and along a number of 
lines, but in order to pursue a course in 
graduate study and to make the sacrifices 
necessary to that study, a graduate student 
must possess them to a greater extent. 

An ambitious graduate student has all of 
these things in mind as he goes through his 
program in graduate work at any large Uni
versity. Certainly the prog ress toward an 
advanced degree is an interesting, if difficult, 
one. Vve might classify the program as a 
mental O.C.S ., but along with the difficulty 
of obtaining a degree goes the satisfaction 
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of getting a job done and the satisfaction 
of acquiring a greater degree of competence 
in the chosen field of the student. A greater 
knowledge is a source of satisfaction in itsel i 
and the acquisition of the ability to use that 
knowledge as a service to the people is cer
tainly an important aptitude in the life of a 
man. Inherently, whether we admit it or not 
we are all interested in people and in the 
progress of our country as a whole. Through 
graduate work we are able to inAuence the 
lives of a large number of people, to make a 
greater contribution toward improvement of 
our country. Therefore, because graduate 
work does give you these opportunities I am 
taking the graduate course here at the Uni
versity of Minnesota in agricultural educa
tion. 

Why I am a Graduate Student 
Norman V. Helbacka 

No one reason could answer that question. 
It is like the legs of a three legged stool. 
one leg supports the others. 

Curiosity is one reason. A person can't 
expect to know all of the answers, but he 
wants to know more about his particular 
field. Experience probably would give the 
same answers as an education, but to learn 
the proven and tested methods of others is 
a short cut to the same goal. 

As a person gets older he begins to think 
of othe1· people as well as himself. To help 
farm people get ahead is one of my aims. 
If my small contribution to agriculture could 
be of some value it would give me a great 
deal of self-satisfaction. If I could assemble 
the help I have received from others, pass 
it on to someone else to be of value, I would 
feel that my time has been worthwhile. 

Everyone likes to get ahead in life. Self 
improvement is a great desire. \\lith advance
ment there is more security and the feeling 
of security is a great feeling! 

There are numerous other reasons. Some 
would seem trivial to everyone else but me. 
However, these reasons should support the 
stool. 

Why I am a Graduate Student 
] ulio Sarrazin 

Humanity is ever changing; science and 
art improve day after clay their methods and 
principles. The systems utilized by agricul
tural science ten years ago as the best ones. 
are now antiquated. That is why all pro
fessionals must keep their knowledge up to 
elate if they want to utilize the latest ad
vances of sciences and arts . 

That is the principal reason why I trav
eled from Chile, about five thousand miles. 
through mountains and seas and came he1·e 
in order to improve my knowledge of agri
cultural education at the Graduate School 
of this University which is rated among the 
best in the States. 

The courses in agricultural education 
which I took this fall quarter were full 

of interest. From them I learned many dif
ferent systems and materials which have 
application in Chi le and undoubtedly will 
help to improve the standard of li ving of 
the farm people through the improvement 
of agricultural production. 

Of special interest were the course of 
.-\clult and Young Farmers Educat ion in 
Agriculture dictated by Doctors Peterson 
and Kitts. the course of Milk Production 
by Professor Fitch and the course of English 
for foreign students by Professor D. Good. 

I want to take th is opportunity provided 
me ''The Visitor" to thank them al l sin
cerely for their kindness and assistance. 

Why I am a Graduate Student 
Carlos Silva 

Undoubtedly education is the noblest and 
most important institution in a country. For 
centuries man has tried to systematize his 
experiences and knowleclges for teach ing the 
youngster ways of living and control of the 
environment. With P lato and Aristotle 
pedagogy reached a high speculative level. 
but the dreadful advance of science and 
technology have overstepped the ancient dis
cipline. as pedagogy sometimes is called. 

Obviously, we lack something in this world 
today. This something could be the surpass
ing of the matter and the technology over 
the human. 

The United States has been working since 
the interesting and decis ive economic and 
social movement started in the early part of 
this country in the field of education, toward 
the noble goal of making man a moral and 
spiritual and social superior entity, that is 
to say for making him the "Homo Demo
craticus." 

To this ample and superior goal contribute 
all the marvelous techniques of teaching, as 
a result of the ph ilosophies developed in this 
field by the famous and great American edu
cators, to a degree never reached before. 

.-\11 the investigations in this respect have 
a strict scientific base and it is enough to 
consult any text in the field to realize 
the huge stress unfolded by the American 
pedagogue. Accurate statistics are always 
strengthening their investigations. Experi
ments are developed with strict objectivity. 
And, as a wonderful result human relations 
and social living are mo1·e and more empha
sized in the American school. 

So. that is the main reason why I am in 
the States . It was necessary to drink in the 
very fountains of the modern educational in
vestigations the knowledges required for the 
improvement of education in my own coun
try. Chile. 

The first quarter in this wonderful Uni
versity have been so full of interesting ex
periences and open-mindedness that. I am 
afraid, many of my old believes and even 
rooted concepts have been changed. 
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HOW DO WE IMPROVE OUR 
TEACHING? 

By HARRY \V. Ktrrs, Associate Professor 
Agricultural Education Department 

University of Minnesota 

Perhaps none of us teach as well as we 
wol!ld like. In varying degrees, we fail to 
achteve our dream of teaching accomplish
ment. Is this due to ineffective procedures, 
poverty of tdeas, lack of maturity, or limited 
understanding of the process of change? 

How many yea rs have passed since you 
looked critically at your own teaching pro
cedures? \\'hen did you last define your 
teaching goals, collect evidence, make judg
ments and revise your teaching process? An 
important element of self-evaluation is evi
dence of pupil progress. Marks, as custo
marily given on the basis of pencil and paper 
tests, may not provide the necessary evidence 
of successful teaching. 

. Planning sessions with pupils, parents, ad
vtsory committees and state supervisors are 
fruitful sources of ideas for improving teach
ing. You should continue your study of pro 
fessional sources as well. Research is con
stantly discovering newer and more spe
cific techniques for working with people. 
You enhance your chances of making wise 
choices as you increase your knowledge of 
the range of teaching procedures and ma
terials. Any graduate work should be se
lected in terms of your problems and pur
poses. One of the best methods of growing 
mentally and professionally is to participate 
in experimental or descriptive studies seek
ing solutions to problems with which you are 
concerned. Through participation in such 
studies. you secure additional resource help 
for yourself from other participating mem
bers. Each will grow in a different way, but 
an essential quality is humbleness, an ap
preciation of the fact that there are varied 
and better answers than you might now 
ha1·e. and that any person you meet mav 
contribute the word or fragment of an idea 
that will rearrange your perspective and 
focus on nell' possibilities. 

:\ teacher grows professionally by the 
( 1 l mastery of the necessary knowledge, 
skills and abilities and developing a favor
able attitude. (2) development of techniques 
and abilities to teach. and (3) the develop
ment of personal and social qualities neces
sary to effective group interaction and 
human understanding. Cassie Hammonds. in 
hi book TEACHING AGRICULTURE, 
stated that self-improvement is worth plan
ning for; results are likely to be in keeping 
with one's plan and how consistently and 
methodically he follows it. 

Every teacher of agriculture should affili
ate \\'ith his professional organizations-the 
:\1\'AIA. MVA. MEA, AVA, NVATA, 
and NEA. In no other wav can he identifY 
himself more strongly with the objective-, 
that have surrounded his professional train-

ing, liis professional groupings and his oc
cupational choice. He can gain much from 
the publications of these organizations and 
from attendance at their professional im
provement conferences. The growing teacher 
also · avails himself of the opportunities of
fered by county and state fairs, crop and 
livestock field days and tours and similar 
events. The growing teacher travels , and 
during his travels observes agricultural prac
tices and facilities in other regions. In short, 
the competent teacher never overlooks an 
opportunity nor foregoes an advantage. Keep
ing himself thus informed is not an effort
less task, it requires ~~;ork and study in your 
home community and strong identification 
with your professional organizations, but, 
above all, the growing teacher provides for 
his mental growth in a systematic educa
tional program of courses in summer session, 
off-campus courses and inservice courses. 
Yours is not a static group-you are con
stantly either making progress or falling 
behind your fellow teacher. 

Every teacher should plan for spiritual 
growth with his mental and physical growth. 
The group leader of today is a "well
rounded" wholesome individual. 

OUR BEST FARM CROP 
The following article is reprinted from the 

P.C.A. News of Faribault, Minnesota. The 
Visitor appreciates permission to pass this 
along to its readers. 

\Ve feel that the most important crop on 
our farms today is the young people-the 
sons and daughters of our present farmers. 
They will be the future farmers of tomorrow 
and a great responsibility will be placed 
upon them. How they will accept that re
sponsibility will depend on the training they 
receive through their formative years. Will 
they mature into successful and happy farm 
operators, or will they, too, struggle through 
an experimental stage of trial and error 
which has been characteristic of the progress 
in agriculture during the past fifty years. 

Largely through the efforts of the folks 
connected with the Vocational Agriculture 
program, our farm youth will be willing and 
able to accept the responsibi lity of the man
agement and operation of our farms. We 
have had business relationships and close 
personal contact with many of the young 
people trained in the Vo-Ag program. It 
has been our experience that they know 
what their goal is, and look toward it and 
the future with less doubt and pessimism 
than many of their generation who are train
ing for other fields of endeavor. 

Through their training in sound soil con
servation practices, animal husbandry, proper 
use of available farm machinery and sound 
business and credit principles, we believe 
that the torch can be passed to these young 
people with the assurance that they will 
carry on in a manner which will be a credit 
to the high principles already established in 
American agriculture. 


