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The discussion of this subject should be in 
terms of the situation as it is or will likely 
become. As best we know, there is nothing 
to suggest that a "big war" or all-out war is 
imminent. If it should come this year or 
even the next, we would be surprised. 

Our basic economy is supposedly healthy. 
\ .Yith a population increase of only 15 per 
cent since 1939, the United States has doubled 
its productive capacity. In the judgment of 
our Mobilizer, "inside of 3 years the United 
states will have superimposed on its economy 
a 1 SO billion dollar armament program, but 
it will scarcely feel the effects in the supply 
of civilian goods." In America we have much 
per person; we have it because we produce 
much per person. 

The United States production machine is 
rolling. An impOrtant job of vocational agri
culture in national defense is to keep the 
capacity of agricultural production in line 
with other productive efficiency. Eve1·y new 
machine makes it more difficult for people 
who do not use that machine. For example, 
when the reaper came into existence, people 
who continued to cut wheat with a cradle 
became relatively worse off than they were 
before. New developments in production are 
new machines. It is well that all people in 
that kind of production be able to make use 
of these new developments. 

The evolution of farming practices and 
standards moves on. A very important func
tion of teaching agriculture is to speed up 
the evolutionary process and lessen the lag 
between the time that the practices are proved 
and tested and the time they become gen
erally used. The more critical the need for 
productivity, the more necessary to prevent 
the Jag. 

Productivity, of course, means the ability 
to produce. To increase and make the best 
use of this ability is the core of our task. 
How far in a defense program we shall need 
to go with farm machinery maintenance and 
repair, with production courses in the crop 
and animal enterprises, with food conserva
tion and the like is not mine to discuss. We 
shou ld keep in mind in making the decisions, 
that productivity in modern farming includes 
a chance to work with capital goods-with 

equipment and machines. Also, we should 
know that the "farming program pattern" 
may have more to do with a farmer's pro
ductivity than the specific practices in the 
productive enterprises. In vocational agri
culture for national defense we should spend 
our energies on what matters most. 

Personally, I am confident that vocational 
agriculture will creditably fill its place in 
national defense even if there should be all
out war. It did with its O.S.Y.A. and with 
its food-production-war-training courses; it 
is doing so with veterans' training. It will, 
of course, require the efforts of clear-visioned 
men to develop the program, just as in the 
other programs. Vocational agriculture is 
used to meeting the "present situation," used 
to meeting emergency situations. It has done 
this since its very beginning. Most of us are 
not afraid of tomorrow because we have 
known yesterday. 

In meeting the situation in 1951 or later, 
we do not begin "at scratch." We build on 
what we have-a vocational philosophy, func
tioning principles of course building and 
teaching, our accumulated experience, our 
facilities. It has surprised people that many 
states have had outstanding programs of 
farmer training for veterans. Such programs 
are not an accident. They were developed 
quickly and effect ively because we already 
had the philosophy and the necessary tech
niques to bring to bea1· on the new program. 
Farmer training of veterans at its best, in 
my opinion, simply followed the vocational 
concept of systematic instruction with the 
necessary adaptation to the needs of the 
veterans-class work and field study plus 
on-farm supervision, the proper combining 
and inte1·-relating of theory and practice. 
Also there have been both pre-service and 
in-service teacher training together with the 
preparation of specific educational materials 
useful to the teachers, the ordinary teacher
training and helping procedure. 

In our veterans' farmer training and emer
gency programs we have learned, or proved 
what we already knew, that effective teach
ing can be done by persons relatively un
trained in professional education if they 
have the proper guidance, supervision, and 
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teaching helps. Much use of this same kind 
of thing can be made by vocational agricul
ture in national defense. 

Any vocational agriculture for national 
defense should be part of the program of local 
departments of vocational agriculture in pub
lic schools. Here are the trained leadership 
and the facilities which will have to be used 
in the defense training. It should not be a 
separate program. The public school is the 
one agency charged with the responsibility 
of educating people-the one agency respon
sible fot· developing functioning abi lities so 
that people may have control over their sur
roundings and safeguard the rights and free
doms that should be theirs. Vocational agri
culture for 1wtional defense must also be vo
cational agricultu re for local defense; it must 
defend the school as the agency in this coun
try whose business it is to educate civilian 
people, vocationally and otherwise. It can so 
defend the school only if it assumes the re
sponsibi lity it should assume. All vocational 
agriculture should be a pat·t of the work of 
local departments of agriculture in the 
schools. And any achievement in vocational 
educat ion should reflect glory to the total 
program of education. 

A whole flock of agencies now do, or 
would like to do, educational work. No doubt, 
others will come into existence. Much of the 
educational work clone by other agencies is 
clone because the school has refused, or at 
least neglected, to accept the responsibilities 
that were its own. The school has no right 
not to assume the responsibility and then 
gripe because some other agency is set up 
to meet the educational needs of the people. 

An important angle of vocational agricul
ture fo r national preparedness exists in the 
present low-age draft bill and the plan for 
universal military training. If boys enter 
military service or training at approximately 
the end of their high-school work, vocational 
agriculture may need to become quite dif
ferent--on the high school level, and to pick 

up the young men when they return very 
likely with governmental assistance in con
tinuing their education. Farming programs 
of high-school boys will be vitally affected 
and, if so, the rest of the course of study. 
Good farming programs, as we know them, 
can be built up and boys can be guided in 
becoming established in farm ing only if the 
programs are not to be terminated at the 
age of 18. 

Someone may suggest that this difficulty 
can be removed by discontinuing vocational 
agriculture in the high school. Look out. 
Vocational agriculture in the high school is 
our closest tie-in with the public school. 
Many schools would discontinue vocational 
agriculture if it were not in the high-school 
program of studies. They would say, "this 
should be done by some other agency." Also, 
if young-farmer courses are to be a part of 
the work of the school, the young men will 
tend to go back to the school for help on 
their farming problems only if the school 
helps them when they are high-school pupils. 
For help, people tend to go back to where 
they have received help. 

Vocational agriculture will perhaps make 
its greatest contribution to national defense 
by becoming strong. It has a long way to go 
in its development. even by present quite 
well-established and verbally accepted stand
ards. If the students were in our classes 
who should be there, if our teaching pro
cedures were as good as they should be, if 
farm mechanics teaching were on the level 
it should be, if the farming programs of the 
students and the supervision of these pro
grams were as they should be, if theory and 
practice were brought together as they must 
be, if teaching is to function, if we were 
reaching young and adult farmers as we 
should, vocational agriculture would be 
strong. The demand for it would be terrific; 
there would be no problem of financial sup
port. In too many instances, we are sti ll in 
the stage when the cat slept in the cracker 
barrel. 

If we had the vocational agriculture pro
gram we should have, no difficulty would 
exist in making the necessary shifts and ad
justments for national defense. In the first 
place, many of these adjustments would be 
only slight. In the second place, properly 
trained, as they would be in a strong pro
gram, teachers could make the shifts and 
adjustments speedily and with a minimum of 
help. Sometimes we overlook the fundamental 
fact that only by performance mastery is a 
teacher or any other worker able to make the 
neecssary adjustments to a different work 
or situation. For example, when diesel 
engines came into existence, the men who 
made them and worked on them were men 
who had mastered gasoline «;ngines. One 
cannot somewhere else use what he has 
learned if he has not yet learned it. 
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Too long have we in vocational agricul
ture said, "we are going to have a good pro
gram when the emergency is over." The time 
to have a good program is now. 

"Vocational agriculture" is a short ex
pression for vocational education in agri
culture. Always in vocational agriculture, 
there must be an educational program-a 
teaching program. The pattern of vocational 
education is systematic instruction. Teach
ing is an intentional process. In vocational 
agt·iculture for national defense, these facts 
must not be overlooked. It is said that many 
departments made this mistake in the clays of 
World War II. The farm shop too often 
was only a place to repair the farm ma
chinery, the community cannery a place to 
can the food. We should not repeat our mis
takes. 

In vocational agriculture for national de
fens e. as for anything else, our educational 
objectives should be relatively significant and 
important to attain; and people who are to 
attain them should know how to attain them. 
Teacher trainers will accept their share of 
the implied responsibility. 

PERSISTENCE VERSUS 
PROMPTNESS 

A recent exchange of correspondence has 
come to the attention of THE VISITOR and 
in the belief that it may be of interest to 
the readers it is passed a long here. 

The first letter in this exchange was writ
ten on October 9, 1936 and the second letter 
which was in reply to the first was written 
on May 1, 1951. Names of the correspondents 
are deleted to avoid embarrassment. 

Department of Rural Education 
Stone Hall, Cornell University 
Ithaca, New York 
October 9, 1936 

Dear Mr. . 
As we begin gathering up the data sheets 

and questionnaires dealing with the study 
"Use and Distribution of Time of Agricul
ture Teachers in Minnesota" I note that your 
figures have not been received as yet. 

We would like to include every depart
ment of agriculture in Minnesota in this 
study in order to insure a representative 
group of data and to make the results more 
valuable, not only for the study itself, but 
also for the expanding program in Minne
sota. 

I will personally appreciate it a great deal 
if you can find time to fill out and send in 
the questionnaire during the next few clays. 

With best wishes for a good year and a 
successful pheasant season, I am, 

Very truly yours, 

(Name withheld) 

Dear Sir: 

488 Wabasha Street 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
May 1, 1951 

This is a belated reply to your October 9th 
inquiry pertaining to your study entitled "Use 
and Distribution of Time of Agriculture 
Teachers in Minnesota." 

During the past fifteen years I have made 
a special effort to study this problem and my 
findings reveal that vocational agriculture 
teachers in Minnesota have plenty of time. 
The significant observation that I made is 
that the State FF A Executive Secretary is 
doing the work of seven vocational agricul
ture instructors and three teacher training 
department heads. 

You will find attached to this letter the 
correspondence that I am referring to in 
making the above statements. 

Yours very truly, 

(Name withheld) 

THE CHANGING SCENE 

During the past decade, the influence of 
world conditions has been reflected quite 
directly in the demands made on agricultural 
education. At its beginning, agricultural edu
cators were being warned of an impending 
crisis. It was not the usual type of warn
ing, it was one that warned of changes that 
would have to be made in every phase of 
educational activity. As expected, war came 
and both students and teachers were called 
to defend the system which their teachings 
proposed. Student enrollments dropped and 
many teachers in the State suspended parts 
of their program for the duration. Those who 
remained were called upon to adjust their 
programs to the immediate demands of war 
economy. This was true in all areas of ag
ricultural education. 

At the termination of the war, increasing 
numbers of students returned to college 
classrooms in agricultural education . Many 
of them were students whose educations were 
interrupted by the demands of wartime serv
ice. Some of them were students who had 
just finished high school and had selected 
agricultural education as their profession. 
Still another group that contributed signifi
cantly to the increased post war enrollment 
were those who had completed their pre
service study but who desired further gradu
ate training. Each of the foregoing groups 
have proceeded with determination and haste 
to become as efficient as possible in a mini
mum of time. Each of the groups have under
stood the importance of extending agricultural 
education to the rural areas of this country 
and the need for continued efforts to affect 
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more efficient production and more effective 
living. 

:\lore recently another group has appeared 
on the scene with intense interests in the pro
gram of agricultural education. They are the 
students from fore ign countries. At the be
ginning of this decade, many of their c~un
trymen were commonly referred to as <?ur 
common enemy." Their agricultural educatiOn 
programs have suffered a l<?ng with the other 
segments of the economy m war torn coun
tries. These foreign students are aware of 
the almost phenominal record established in 
agricultural production during the w.ar .. In 
the process of recon tructmg and reonentmg 
the remnants of war shaken educational pro
rrrams. they have turned to us, the agricul
tural educators, for ideas in implementing 
satisfactory programs in their countries. The 
problems they face are tremendous. The 
pressure of popu lation on food supply has 
increased rapidly since the wa1· and produc
tion capacity has not even approached the 
pre-war level. . . . 

The students from fore1gn countnes, hke 
the G.I. students, are unrelenting in their 
determination to fully explore the implica
tions of educational programs as they ex
amine the educational objectives of rural 
America. Also, they are aware of the need 
for haste in the job of reconstructing sound 
educational programs in agriculture to meet 
production demands in what is seemingly a 
series of recurring periods of crises. 

At the present time there are four German 
educators and twelve Japanese educators 
studying in the Depa~tment of Agricultur~l 
Education. The educational problems of the1r 
respective homelands which prompt ~heir 
visit to the United States are not essentially 
different from ou rs. The difference seems to 
be one of intensity. Their presence among 
us encourages a reassessment of the general 
principles of democratic education and ~he 
specific objectives of a;sricultura l educatl.on 
which have helped to mcrease the capac1ty 
of American agr iculture. 

HORTICULTURE KITS 

The proper ident ification of vegetable seeds 
is of great importance to both agri~ultural 
instructors and students. The Horticulture 
Club of the University of 1viinnesota has 
recognized this fact an~ has pr~pared spe~ial 
vegetable seed kits wh1ch are 1deally su1ted 
for identification, reference, and class work. 

These collections contain fifty different 
representative vegetable crop seeds pa~kagt;d 
in glass vials 2% inches long and Ys mch m 
diameter, labeled, indexed and packed in an 
attractive green kit. . 

These kits are now available at the pnce 
of four dollars because the Horticulture stu
dents have donated all labor connected with 

assembling the kits. Please send your order 
to the Department of Agricultural Education, 
University Farm. 

THE SIX INDIAN NATIONS DE
CL INING AN INVITATION FROM 
THE VIRGINIA COLONY TO EDU
CATE SIX INDIAN YOUTHS AT 
WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE, 

WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA IN 
1744. 

'' \Ve know that you high ly esteem the 
kind of learning taught in those colleges, 
and that the Maintenance of our young Men, 
while with you, would be very expensive to 
you. We are convinced, theref01·e, that you 
mean to do us Good by your proposal and 
we thank you heartily. But you who are 
wise must know that different Nations have 
different conceptions of things; and you will 
therefo1·e not take it amiss if our ideas of 
this kind of Education happen not to be the 
same as yours. We have had some experience 
of it. Several of our young people were for
merly brought up at the Colleges of the 

orthern Provinces; they were instructed in 
all your Sciences; but when they came back 
to us, they were bad Runners, ignorant of 
every means of living in the woods, unable 
to bear either Cold or Hunger, knew neither 
how to build a Cabin, take a Deer, or kill 
an Enemy, spoke our Language imperfectly, 
were therefore neither fit for Hunters, War
riors, or Counsellors, they were totally good 
for nothing. We are, however, not the less 
obliged by your kind offer, tho' we decline 
accepting it; and, to show our grateful sense 
of it if the Gentlemen of Virginia will send 
us a' Dozen of their Sons, we will take care 
of their Education, instruct them in all we 
know, and make Men of them ." 

(We are indebted to Dr. Paul J. Kruse for the 
above quotation) 

BACK AT THE OLD STAND 

THE VISITOR wishes to take this oppor
tunity to welcome Mr. T llUe back to W or
thington, Minnesota where he is now serving 
as Farm Service Officer. 

In his capacity as Farm Service Officer, 
Mr. Thue will be able once again to work 
in the field of Agricultural Education. THE 
VISITOR wishes to congratulate the Wor
thington National Bank for having the fore
sight and the point of view that prompted 
them to secure Mr. TllUe's services. We feel 
certain that Mr. TllUe will be a most useful 
citizen of the community and that he will 
contribute to the program of adult education 
in agriculture in his usual effective and 
creditable manner. 


