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Data included in the last Census show that 
56.1 per cent of the farm boys and 37.3 per 
cent of the farm girls, in Minnesota, 16 and 
17 years of age, were not attending school 
in 1940. The rank of the state in the propor
tion of white persons in school as of that 
time was 47th for the boys in the age group, 
and 31st for the girls. 

The release of these data prompted many 
inquiries as to reasons why more of the 
eligible farm boys and girls in Minnesota fail 
to enter, or to graduate from high school. 
As a result of these inquiries the Depart
ment of Agricultural Education at the Uni
versity of Minnesota, made a study of the 
farm children in Sibley and Morrison coun
ties who graduated from the eighth grade, 
1941 to 1944 inclusive, and who were not in 
school in 1944-45. The Census is not broken 
down at the county level to show percen
tages in the farm population attending high 
school. Data on the total school population. 
however, show that these counties had the 
lowest percentages of sixteen and seventeen
year-aids in school in 1940. 

Sibley county is located in the south cen
tral section of the state and is classified by 
the Division of Agricultural Economics as 
being in a dairy and livestock type of farm
ing area. There were 2,326 farms in the 
county, averaging 158 acres, with a valuation 
of $11,453 per farm in 1940.' The proportion 
of tenancy in that year was 32.6 per cent. 
Morrison county, which is located in the cen
tral section of Minnesota, is in the dairy and 
potato producing area. In 1940 it consisted 
of 3,418 farms of 150 acres, averaging $3,847 
in value, or about one-third that of the Sibley 
farms. The proportion of tenancy was 24.3 
per cent. 

The 1940 Census showed the farm popula
tion of Sibley to be 10,684 in a county of 581 
square miles as contrasted to a more sparse 
farm population of 12,092 persons in Mor
rison county with an area of 1,136 square 
miles. Sibley county has seven villages, 
whereas Morrison county includes the city 
of Little Falls and twelve villages. The two 
counties include fewer persons of Scandina
vian descent than is found in many sections 
of the state. The population in Sibley is 
largely of German derivation while German 
and Polish are equally prominent in Morri
son. 

In 1940, Minnesota ranked 42nd among 
the states in the proportion of rural popula
tion, twenty-five years old and over, with any 
high school education. Sibley county ranked 
40th and Morrison 45th in the state, with 
10.9 per cent and 9.4 per cent. The median 
years of schooling for all adults in Sibley 
county was 7.9 years for males and 8.0 for 
females. The corresponding figures for Mor
rison county were 7.7 and 8.0 per cent. 

During the 1944-45 school year, 59 elemen
tary schools, and eight parochial schools 
sponsored by the Lutheran church, were op
erated in Sibley county. Public high schools 
are located at Arlington, Gaylord, Gibbon, 
Henderson, and Winthrop. Schools outside 
of the county but having some area in the 
county are Belle Plaine, Buffalo Lake, Glen
coe, LeSueur, Norwood-Young America, and 
Stewart. 

In addition to the 116 elementary schools 
in Morrison county, which were open in 
1944-45, the Catholic church has elementary 
schools in each of three villages-Buckman, 
Pierz, and Sobieski, and two in the city of 
Little Falls. Of the five public high schools 
in the county the two at Little Falls and 
Royalton are independent and the three at 
Motley, Swanville, and Upsala are consoli
dated. A Catholic high school for girls is 
located at Little Falls. Outside districts with 
area in the county include Brainerd, Foley, 
Holdingford, Milaca, Onamia, and Pillager. 

The Eighth-Grade Graduates 

A total of 2,085 farm boys and girls com
pleted the eighth grade in Sibley and Mor
rison counties during the four years, 1941-
44 inclusive, of whom 51.6 per cent were 
boys and 48.4 per cent were girls. Fifty-six 
per cent of the pupils in Sibley county gradu
ated from rural schools. Approximately one
fourth graduated from parochial elementary 
schools and nearly one-fifth completed the 
eighth-grade in town schools. In Morrison 
county 83.9 per cent graduated from rural 
schools. 10.1 per cent from other schools, 
and 6.0 per cent from elementary parochial 
schools. 

The percentage of pupils who completed 
the eighth grade during the four years and · 
who entered high school was 69.3 in Sibley 
county and 59.8 in Morrison county. Nearly 
all of the farm pupils who graduated from 



2 THE VISITOR 

VISITOR 
Published quarterly. during the calendar year in 

Octobe~. January, Apnl, and July, by the Division 
of Agn~ultural Education, University of Minnesota, 
Umvers1ty Farm, St. Paul 8, Minn. 

Entered as second·class matter at the post office 
at St. Paul, Minn., under the act of August 2, 1912. 

Accepted for mailing at special rate of postage 
provided for in section 1103, Act of October 3 
1917, authorized August 2, 1918. ' 

THE STAFF 
A. M. FIELD G. F. EKSTRO)l 

A. M. FIELD, Editor 

public elementary schools located in towns 
of the two counties entered high schools 
whereas only 57.0 per cent of the graduates 
from rural schools and 67.1 per cent of the 
graduates from parochial schools proceeded 
beyond the eighth grade. It may be assumed 
that since the farm graduates from town and 
city schools live relatively close to high 
schools transportation does not constitute a 
problem for them. Adjustment to high 
school is probably also not as difficult for 
them as for pupils coming from other types 
of schools. 

Aside from the pupils completing the eighth 
grade who do not go to high school, there 
are two other classifications of persons in
cluded in the total out-of-school group. One 
of these is made up of persons who enter and 
drop out of high school and the other of 
children who do not complete the work in 
the elementary school. 

It was impossible at the time data for this 
study were collected in 1945 to trace all the 
drop-outs from high school which will have 
been recorded for pupils who graduated 
f~om the eighth grade during the four pre
VIOUS years and who entered high school. 
Even so, the percentages of graduates from 
elementary schools who were in hi.,.h school 
in 19-+5 had been reduced from 69:3 to 59.6 
per cent in Sibley county and from 59.8 per 
cent to 45.8 per cent in Morrison county. 

In Sibley county 53 children who failed 
the State Board Examinations, 1941-44 in-

Pupils W ho Completed the Eighth-Grade, 
1941-44, Inclusive 

Sibley County ~:Iorrison County 
Item -------

Number Per cent Number Per cent 

Total graduates 619 1,466 
Unaccounted 00 15 1.0 
Did not enter 

high school 190 30.7 574 39.2 
Entered high 

school 429 69.3 877 59.8 
Dropped 60 205 

In high school 
January 1945 369 59.6 672 45.8 

clusi_ve, had not removed the failures in 1945. 
Durmg the same period 119 permanent fail
ures had been recorded in Morrison county. 
-:r:hese data reduce the percentages of former 
etghth-grade pupils in high school in 1945 
t? 55.7 per cent and 42.4 per cent respec
tively for the two counties. 
~vidence as to. whether the more capable 

chtldre~1 attend htgh school was obtained by 
tabulatmg the scores achieved on the State 
State B.oard Exami.nations for the graduates 
of the etghth ~rade. 111 1.941, and who logically 
would be semors 111 htgh school in 1944-45. 
The. means of the scores for all subjects 
makmg up the examinations in the eio-hth 
grade---:-English, get~eral m.athematics, gen
eral sCte~ce, and soctal studtes-were signifi
cantly htgher for the pupils in hi.,.h school 
than for those who did not enter ~nd those 
who entered and later withdrew. 

Non-High School Group 

A survey of the graduates who did not 
enter some type of secondary school was 
undertaken to get reactions as to why more 
farm boys and gtrls do not attend high school 
and to gather information regardino- the 
ba.ckgrounds, interests, and future pl~1s of 
thts group. Schedules were mailed by the 
county superintendents to the graduates from 
tl1e etghth grade from 1941-44 who did not 
enter high school. Although several gradu
ates. of the elementary schools were in 
servtce, usable returns were received from 
-+ 1.6 per cent of the total number. 

The survey revealed that children who did 
not enter high school usually were members 
of large families. Very few lacked brothers 
or sisters. The average number of children 
per family in the Sibley county o-roup was 
5.3 and in Morrison county, 6.5. " 

Failure to attend high school on the part 
of. these recent . graduates is in conformity 
wtth the educatiOnal pattern of their older 
brothers and sisters. Of 736 older children 
in the families, 115 did not complete the 
eighth grade and only 138, or less than one
fifth, proceeded beyond the eighth oTade. 

No inquiry was made as to th~ formal 
education of the parents. A check on the oc
cupation of the mothers before marriage 
~bowed, .however, that they normally engaged 
m farmmg or housework and that few of 
them had had any business or professional 
experience. 

The majority of these boys and o-irls had 
not made a definite occupational choice. In 
fact, they expressed few occupational pre
fe~ences except that a number of the boys 
s01d that they were looking forward to beino
farmers. " 

Only a small proportion of the "'raduates 
had plans for additional schooli~g of a 
formal nature. Many of them were inter
ested, however, in the possibility of taking 
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short courses with the interests of the boys 
tending toward offerings in mechanics and 
agriculture and those of the girls toward 
commercial and homemaking subjects. 

Reasons for not entering high school 

The principal reasons given by the eighth
grade graduates for not entering high school 
were-

1. They were needed at home 
2. They did not care for school 
3. Transportation was not accessible 
The school administrators are inclined to 

feel that the children and their parents often 
use the point of being needed at home simply 
as an excuse for not going to high school. 
They are also inclined to believe that the 
lack of parental encouragement is more of 
a factor than is implied by the responses 
obtained from the children. 

That distance from high school constitutes 
an important factor in registration is shown 
in the Little Falls district, which has the 
largest area of any high school in the two 
counties. During the four-year period, 70.0 
per cent of the graduates who lived within a 
radius of five miles entered high school, 
while only 38.1 per cent in the 15-20 mile 
zone went beyond the eighth grade. Again 
in this same high school area 69.2 per cent 
of the graduates in townships not served by 
busses terminated their formal education at 
the eighth-grade level, in contrast to 36.3 
per cent of the graduates who lived in town
ships served by busses. 

Activities 

Only 10 per cent of the boys and girls, 
who graduated from the eighth grade and 
who were not in school, reported that they 
belonged to some type of organization at 
the time the survey was made. The few who 
participated in these activities held member
ships in organizations such as 4-H clubs. 
scouts, and youth groups in various churches. 
A majority of the children, however, did 
appea t· much interested in social and rec
reational activities. The activities for which 
the boys expressed preferences included 
movies, athletic games. and hunting and fish
ing. The girls were also interested in movies. 
and to some extent in games. Otherwise they 
appeared more interested in parties and 
dances than boys of similar age. 

Hobbies did not seem to be as popular, 
especially with the boys, as were organized 
social and recreational activities. The mak
ing of collections of various sorts, including 
stamps, songs, coins, scrap books, matches, 
pins, autographs, and model planes, were 
the more popular of the hobbies. Photography 
appeared to be of considerable interest to 

both sexes. Music was designated as a hobby 
by a few of the respondents, whereas others 
classified music as a form of recreation. 

Drop-Outs from High School 

In Morrison county, 877 of the farm boys 
and girls who completed the eighth grade 
during the four years, 1941-44, entered high 
school or some other form of secondary edu
cation. By January, 1945, 205 or 23.4 per 
cent of this number had withdrawn from 
school. The withdrawals for the 1941 class 
numbered 45, 33, and 13 in grades 9, 10, 
and 11. or 37.3 per cent of the pupils who 
entered the ninth grade from that class. 
Among the withdrawals, 59.5 per cent were 
boys and .JO.S per cent were girls . 

In some instances school withdrawal oc
cm·recl so soon after matriculation that 
achievement tests had not been given or other 
records accumulated. Data sufficient for 
tabulation were secured on 1 SO of the 205 
drop-outs, all of whom withdrew before en
tering the twelfth grade. A majority of the 
drop-outs left school in the ninth grade, and 
about two-thirds of the ninth grade drop
outs fa iled to finish the year. 

i\ distribution of school marks received 
by the drop-outs revealed that 48 per cent 
of them ranked in the third quarter of their 
classes with 29 per cent falling in the low
est quarter. Little relationship appeared be
tween the intelligence quotients of the drop
outs and the school marks they received. 

Only a minority of the drop-outs actually 
failed in school, but the majority of those 
with failures had intelligence quotients be
low 100. Failures in English were most 
frequent for the boys and in mathematics 
for the girls. 

The school attendance of the boys who 
later dropped out was more irregular than 
that of the girls. clue perhaps in part to the 
current shortage of help on farms. More 
than half of the boys and approximately one
third of the girls were absent 10 or more 
per cent of the time. whereas 40 per cent of 
the girls and less than 20 per cent of the 
boys \\·ere present at least 95 per cent of 
the time. thereby being considered regular 
in attendance. 

Pupils who left high school did not partici
pate to any degree in athletics or other ac
tivities. The superintendents suggested sev
eral reasons for this. First, many of the 
pupi ls do not remain long enough to become 
identified with activities. Second, the pupils 
usually leave on busses at the close of the 
day. Third, those who drop out ordinarily do 
not have as many special talents as those 
who continue in school. 

The health of the drop-outs was with few 
exceptions considered to be normal. Data on 
this item were available for 147 persons of 
whom four were reported to be in poor 
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health and three were afflicted with dis
abilities. In isolated cases persons of good 
health were found to be sensitive of their 
stature because of being extremely tall or 
excessively heavy. The lack of application 
did not seem to be a reason for many of the 
withdrawals. At least a majority of the pupils 
were thought to be moderately industrious. 
Except for the pupils who obviously were 
lazy, it appears that poor study habits is a 
more prominant characteristic of the pupils 
who withdraw from high school. 

Two reasons for the withdrawals from 
high school, as given by the pupils when 
leaving or as assigned by the superintendents, 
stand out. They are lack of interest and 
lack of parental encouragement. Transpor
tation difficulties were thought to be a minor 
factor , whereas it was frequently assigned 
as a reason for not entering high school. A 
lack of social adj ustability was characteristic 
of more than one-half of those who with
drew. A majority of the pupils were con
sidered to be moderately industrious, and 
poor study habits were placed before lack 
of application as a reason for unsatisfactory 
school work. 

The cultural influences in half the homes 
of the pupils, whose environments were fam
iliar to local school people, were thought 
to be poor. Likewise, the parental attitude 
toward continued education was definitely 
not one of strong ·encouragement. 

Suggestions by Superintendents 

The suggestions made by school superin
tendents for increasing registrations in high 
schools are essentially those listed herewith: 

l. Extension of transportation, where in
adequate. 

2. Acquainting the public with the objec
tives and work of the secondary school. 

3. A program of orientation beginning in 
the upper grades of the elementary 
school. 

4. Additional state aids including those 
for transporting pupils. 

5. Diversified offerings. 
6. Expansion of plant facilities, where 

needed. 
7. Service to closed rural districts. 

Additional suggestions made by the super
intendents aimed specifically at reducing 
drop-outs from high school are: 

l. Improvement of pupil preparation in 
the elementary school. 

2. More freedom in choice of subjects. 
particularly in the ninth grade. 

3. More functional course content. 
4. Extension of compulsory attendance age. 
5. Guidance. 

Implications for Education 

It was not within the province of this 
study to suggest a program which would 
encourage farm boys and girls to continue 
their education beyond the elementary school. 
Some implications basic to the develop
ment of such a program, however, have been 
noted. 

l. Standards in addition to the current 
State Board Examinations should gov
ern admission to high school. 

2. The compulsory attendance age should 
be raised to 18 years. 

3. The prestige of the high school in the 
community must be raised to the point 
where graduation from the secondary 
school is upheld as a minimum edu
cational standard. 

4. A program for acquainting children 
with the nature of secondary education 
should be ·projected in the upper grades 
of the elementary school. 

5. The type and quality of work done in 
elementary schools should be such as 
to give pupils the foundation for high 
school and to create in them a desire 
for continued education. 

6. There is need for articulating the train
ing received in detached rural elemen
tary and elementary parochial schools 
with the program of the high school. 

7. All pupils removed at some distance 
from high school should be provided 
with transportation. 

8. State aids are essential for equalizing 
transportation charges, and for helping 
provide facilities and services where as
sistance is needed. 

9. More attention in the high school must 
be directed to helping pupils make satis
factory adjustments and realistic future 
plans. 

10. The offerings of the high school should 
be such as to meet the educational needs 
of the farm boys and girls included in 
the total enrolment. 

11. The public high school has an obliga
tion to provide a program of part-time 
instruction for persons who do not 
register as full-time students. 

_ OTE: This study was made with financial 
assistance from research funds of the gradu
ate school at the University of Minnesota. 
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