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PROF ESSIONAL UPGRADING FOR VOCATIONAL 
AGRICULTURE TEACHERS 

With the coming of spring the conscien
tious teachers of agriculture are in a position 
to take a bi-directional view of their activi
ties of the year. They can look back over 
the year's work with a view of evaluating 
its effectiveness. They can look ahead with 
a view of planning the program for the 
coming year. 

The evaluation of and the appraisal of the 
activities of the past year will, in most cases, 
bring a well deserved fee ling of personal 
satisfaction. Teachers of agriculture have 
been unusually busy. The long hours of 
work, the complex problems that had to be 
solved, the tangible achievements that were 
accomplished, and the awakening of a new 
interest in and appreciation of the value of 
the study of agriculture will dwell for a long 
time in the cherished memories of agricul
ture teachers. From the standpoint of 
worthwhile achievements, the 1942-43 school 
year must stand out as a banner year in 
Minnesota. In a grand way the teachers 
have contributed their time, their thoughts, 
and their best efforts to the tremendous prob
lem of winning the War and the peace that 
is sure to follow. However, there are even 
greater and more serious economic and social 
problems ahead. The next year will, with 
certainty, present new and more complex 
problems for farmers, for farm boys, and 
for teachers of agriculture. 

What the Future Holds 

Even with the wisdom gained from the 
realistic experiences of the past, the future 
is a relatively closed book. Thoughtful 
teachers are fully aware that time will unfold 
a volley of challenging and increasingly com
plex problems and situations. To effec
tively meet the new demands the teacher 
must be ready with new professional tech
niques. He must enter upon the new year 
with renewed vigor, with re-vitalized enthu
siasm, and with a broader and more thorough 
understanding of the nature and scope of the 
work he has to do. He must have at his 
ready command the latest and most valuable 
scientific information. He must know and 
be ready to use the best methods of pro
cedure that experience and creative thinking 
can produce. Out of the present unfortun
ate chaos must come a new agriculture, a 
new mode of life. and a sound and improved 

social order for rural America. To this end 
the teacher of agriculture must dedicate 
himself. 

The total program for teaching agricul
ture must be re-defined and made to har
monize with the needs and purposes of those 
who are engaged in the process of making 
adjustments to the new order for the occu
pation of farming. The old courses of study 
must be purged of outmoded content. New 
points of view and new attitudes and re
vised philosophies must be created to replace 
those that time and the never ending stream 
of events have made obsolete. New objec
tives must be patterned to keep pace with 
the changes in the theories and practices of 
the War-Time Agriculture. To keep the 
program for teaching agriculture on a pro
gressively high level new and better methods 
of teaching must replace the traditional pro
cedures that somehow got by during normal 
times. 

Through the activities of the OSYA 
set-up, many desirable improvements have 
crept into the program of activities of the 
agriculture teachers. These improvements 
must not only be maintained but they must 
also be enlarged, improved upon, and 
strengthened. To do this, the teacher must 
find time for serious, creative thought as to 
the problems at hand. Out of the vivid and 
realistic experiences of the year must come 
new ideas, new ideals, and new aspirations. 
In order to accomplish this end it is often 
desirable for the teacher to get away for a 
while from his work and environment. The 
relief from the daily routine and the ex
change of ideas with other teachers is in 
itself worthwhile. 

Importance of Summer School 

After a strenuous year of teaching and 
community activities, there is perhaps no 
better tonic for professional rejuvination 
than attendance at summer school. The Uni
versity of Minnesota offers many excellent 
opportunities for study and planning for the 
new year. The up-to-date library facilities, 
the laboratories, the faculty, the special lec
tures by persons prominent in social and 
civic affairs, and the recreational opportuni
ties and the new life on the campus brought 
on by the many training programs for men 
and women engaged in military activities, 
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will furnish the needed push to greater effi
ciency in teaching. 

The 1943 Summer Session at the Univer
sity of Minnesota makes special provision 
for professional upgrading of teachers of 
vocational agriculture. Two terms are pro
vided for agriculture teachers, one beginning 
June IS and closing July 3 and a second term 
beginning July 6 and closing July 2S. A 
maximum of four and one half credits is 
considered a full program for each term. 

In view of the present world crisis and the 
importance of agriculture as a factor in the 
successful prosecution of the war, attendance 
at summer school takes on a new meaning. 
It is perhaps more important than ever for 
teachers of agriculture to be well informed 
on the latest and most valuable scientific 
facts as a guide to better farming. The very 
best methods of teaching are essential to 
maintain the interest of the students during 
these stirring times and in addition, attend
ance at summer school is a good way to 
make profitable a much needed and well 
earned vacation. 

First Three Weeks Term 
June IS-July 3 

Agr.Ed.232su. Research in Agricultural Ed
ucation. Introduction to investigational 
work in problems of teaching agriculture 
in the high schools. Experience in select
ing programs, preparation of bibliogra
phies, analyzing and interpreting data, and 
preparing manuscripts. ( Cred. ar. ; grad. ; 
prereq. 1S hrs. in ed.; lect. hrs. and indi
vidual work ar.; 301Hort(UF).) Mr. 
Field, Mr. Ekstrom. 

Agr.Ed.247su. Foundations of Methtods in 
Teaching Agriculture. A study of the 
progressive philosophy which forms the 
basis for the current trends in the organi
zation and methods of procedure in teach
ing agriculture and farm mechanics in the 
secondary schools. Emphasis on the prob
lem of co-ordinating farm practice and the 
course of study activities of individual stu
dents. Emphasis on special teaching prob
lems arising out of the war effort and post
war reconstruction. Evaluation of the re
sults of learning, diagnosis of student dif
ficulties, and planning remedial measures. 

(Cred. 1; grad.; prereq. IS hrs. in ed.; 
MTWThFS III; 30 lHort(UF) .) Mr. 
Field. 

:\gr.Ed.286su. Special Problems in Agricul
tural Education. Analysis and discussion 
of special problems and emergency activi
ties in agriculture. Opportunity for inten
sive study of specific problems related to 
wat·-time demands and plans for post-war 
adjustments. (1 cred., additional credit 
may be earned by special arrangement; 
grad.; prereq. IS hrs. in ed.; MTWThFS 
I; 301Hort(UF).) Mr. Ekstrom. 

Agr.Ed.191su. Seminar in Agricultural Eel
cation. Presentation and discussion of 
recent developments in agricultural edu
cation as these developments affect the 
work of the teacher. (No cred.; ar.) 
Mr. Field. 

Six Weeks-First Term 
June IS-July 2S 

Ed.C.Ll04 Adult Education. This is a sur
vey course of the field of adult education. 
It deals with agencies, programs, philoso
phies, history, and trends. Each student 
will be given opportunity to devote a part 
of his time to the field of his special inter
est. ( 3 creel.; Jr., Sr., Grad. ; MTWThFS 
VI.) Mr. Ekstrom. 

Second Three Weeks Term 
July 6-July 2S 

(During the second three weeks term the 
following courses offered the first three 
weeks will be repeated.) 
Agr.Ed.232su. Research in Agricultural Ed

ucation. ( Cred. ar.; grad.; prereq. IS hrs. 
in ed. ; lect. hrs. and individual work ar. ; 
301Hort(UF).) Mr. Field, Mr. Ekstrom. 

Agr.Ed.247su. Foundation of Methods in 
Teaching Agriculture. (Cred. 1 ; grad.; 
prereq. IS hrs. in ed.; MTWThFS III; 
301Hort(UF).) Mr. Field. 

Agr.Ed.286su. Special Problems in Agricul
tural Education. (1 creel., additional 
credit by special arrangement ; grad. : pre
req. IS hrs. in ed. ; MTWThFS I; 
301Hort(UF).) Mr. Ekstrom. 

Agr.Ed.l9lsu. Seminar in Agricultural Edu
cation. (No cred.; ar.) Mr. Field. 

Technical Agriculture Courses 

The following courses in technical agricul
ture will be available during the first three 
weeks, June IS-July 3. Each course will 
be repeated for the second term of three 
weeks if the enrolment warrants the repeti
tion, July 6-July 2S. 

Agricultural Economics 

Ag.Econ.106su. Enterprise Selection and 
Adaptation. A study of the principles in
volved in the choice and combination of 
crop and livestock enterprises. Special at
tention will be given to adjustments in 
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the farm organization to meet war-time 
production needs in the face of labor, ma
terial, and equipment scarcities. ( 1 cred.; 
jr., sr., grad.; prereq. 2: ar.; 312HH). 
Mr. Pond. 

Animal Husbandry 
An.Husb.117su. Management Practices in 

Livestock Production. A lecture and 
laboratory course giving the student train
ing and practice in performing minor op
erations and administering to the care of 
animals. (1 cred.; jr., sr., grad. ; prereq. 
for j r., sr., A.H.1 ,3,4; no prereq. for stu
dents with B.S. degree; VI, VII, VIII, 
MWF). Mr. Peters and Staff. 

Agricultural Engineering 
Ag.Eng.22su. Agricultural Machinery Labo

ratory study of common farm machines 
with special emphasis on repair and ad
justment. (1 cred.; TTh VI, VII, VIII; 
105Eng.) Mr. Strait. 
In addition to the courses listed above, 

there are available several other offerings 

that should be of interest to teachers of 
agriculture. Among these are a number of 
special problems courses q.vai lable in the vari
ous subject-matter divisions at the College 
of Agriculture. Complete details of avail
able courses are given in the summer session 
bulletin. Copies may be secured by writing 
to the Office of Admissions and Records, 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Min
nesota. 

Admission. Teachers who plan to reg
ister in the Graduate School for the first 
time should file an application for admis
sion at the Graduate School office. An 
official transcript of previous college work 
should accompany the application for admis
sion to the Graduate School. It would save 
time and confusion at the time of registra
tion if this could be clone through corre
spondence before reporting for registration. 
Correspondence regarding admission should 
be addressed to the Dean of the Graduate 
School , University of Minnesota, Minne
apolis. 

A.M. F. 

HIGH SCHOOL CONGRESS WILL 'BE HELD 
The Annual High School Congress for 

students of Vocational Agriculture will be 
held at University Farm, May 6, 7, 8, in 
conjunction with the State Convention of 
the Minnesota Association of Future Farm
ers of America. In view of adjustments in 
the programs of Vocational Agriculture, the 
University Department lof Agriculture is 
sponsoring a training conference featuring 
the theme "Our Part in the World Agricul
ture, Today and Tomorrow." This is in line 
with a recommendation made by the execu
tive committee of the Minnesota Vocational 
Agriculture Instructors Association. 

With the cooperation of the Office of Short 
Courses, several outstanding persons will be 
brought to the campus to assist the Univer
sity in staging the Congress. Incluclecl in 
the visiting delegation will be Dr. L. M. 
Gould, Chief Arctic Section of Army Air 
Forces, Arctic Desert and Tropic Informa
tion Center; E. J. Thye, Lieutenant Gover
nor; Dr. H. ]. Wood, Macalester College; 
George Selke, Area Director War Man 
Power Commission; and Dr. Richard Raines, 
Pastor Hennepin Avenue Methodist Church 
in Minneapolis. Representatives of the Uni
versity who will appear on the program 
include Dean C. H . Bai ley, Department of 
Agriculture; Dean W. E. Peik, College of 
Education; and Dr. 0. B. Jesness, Depart
ment of Agricultural Economics. 

The program for the Congress is being 
set up in such a way as to provide for the 
maximum participation by the students. Fol
lowing assembly programs on Friday morn
ing and on Friday afternoon, group discus
sions will be held with student leaders in 
charge. The chairmen of the discussion 

groups will report upon their reactions to 
the problem under consideration by the group 
as a panel during the final session on Satur
day morning. The secretaries of the various 
groups will submit reports that will serve 
as a basis for a summary of the conference 
which will be duplicated and distributed 
after the Congress will have ended. 

On Friday evening the Congress and the 
Future Farmers of America Convention 
groups will be combined in a general as
sembly at which highlights in the year's 
work of the FF A Chapters will be presented 
and at which the students and their instruc
tors will be entertained with a pageant. 

The following is a tentative skeleton pro
gram indicating in a general way the nature 
of the proposed activities of the Congress. 
Theme: "Our Part in the World Agricul-

ture Today and Tomorrow" 

Thursday, May 6, 7:30 p.m. 

Minnesota's Contribution to Agriculture
Lieutenant Governor E. H . Thye 

Address-War Correspondent 

Friday, May 7 

8:15 a.m. Music 
8 :45 a.m. Address-Dr. L. M. Gould 
9:30 a.m. Glimpses Into War-Time Agri

culture and-The American Negroes, The 
Japanese-Americans, Latin America, The 
Orient (Presentations to be made by na
tives of these areas) 

10 :30 a.m. Student group discussions-Our 
Part in Today's Agriculture (groups of 
25 to 30) 
Student Chairman and Secretaries 
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One or more resource people to be as
signed to each group 

10 :30 a.m. Teachers discussion group
Education and the War-Dean \V. E. 
Peik, Discussion leader 

1 :00 p.m. Music-Radio program 
1 :15 p.m. Glimpses into Post War Plan

ning 
Politicai-Dr. Herbert J. Wood, Macales

ter College 
Economic-Dr. 0. B. Jesness, University 

of Minnesota 
Social-President George Selke, Area Di

rector War Manpower Commission 
Religious-Dr. Richard Raines, Pastor 

Hennepin Avenue Methodist Church, 
Minneapolis 

3 :30 p.m. Student group discussions-Our 
Part in the Agriculture of Tomorrow 
(Same arrangement as for discussion 
groups in morning) 

3 :30 p.m. Teachers discussion group-Ag
riculture and the \Var-Dr. 0. B. J esness. 
Discussion leader 

4 :30 p.m. Recreation 
6 :00 p.m. Picnic supper 
8:00 p.m. Joint Program with the Minne

sota Association of FF A, including dances 
and songs from the Festival of Nations 
arranged by the International Institute of 
St. Paul 

Saturday, May 8 
8:15 a.m. Music 
8:30 a.m. Your Department of Agricul

ture-Dean C. H. Bailey 
9 :30 a.m. Panel Discussion "Our Part in 

the World Agriculture, Today and To
morrow." Chairman of discussion groups 

10 :30 a.m. The Conference in Retrospect
Director of discussion groups 

G. F. E. 

NEWS ITEMS 
Annual State Conference of Vocational 

Agriculture Teachers. The twenty-fifth 
annual state conference for vocational agri
culture teachers will be held during the firs t 
week of summer school, June 14, 15, and 16 
starting at noon on June 14 and running 
through the entire day of June 16. These 
are tentative dates. The conference was 
arranged to be held dming the first week 
of summer school to make it easie1· for teach
ers to attend the short three-weeks' session 
In many ways this will be our most impor
tant conference because of the importance of 
our work to the war effort. The conference 
objective will be to help the largest number 
of our teachers make individually the great
est contribution. Much of the work that 
needs to be done in increasing food produc
tion is usually done by trained personnel 
such as that of Agricultural Education. For 
example, much of the work done in recruit
ing and training new workers in agricul -

1 ture will be done by teachers of agricul lure 

Swifts Market Study Trip. Teachers of 
vocational agriculture are being invited by 
Swift and Company to spend a week at 
South St. Paul in a livestock market study 
trip. This is the fourth consecutive year 
these meetings have been held. The pro
gram for this year is scheduled during the 
week of July 24 to 30. We are hoping that 
as many as 15 teachers will avail them
selves of this opportunity to study important 
trends in the livestock industry which is 
making history at the present time. Those 
interes ted should write to the State Super
visor and should make plans locally. 

Paint Cabinets. Fifty vocational agri
cultural departments in our state received 
Paint Study Cabinets furnished through the 
Lead Industries Association. Don Critch
field, Manager, Agricultural Service Divi
sion, will attend our annual state conference 
to discuss use of these cabinets in our edu
cational program. It is hoped that several 
teachers will use this educational material 
during the remainder of the year. These 
raint cabinets approximate the size of a tool 
cabinet, may be hung on the wall of the 
agriculture room or farm shop and are equip
ped with various materials and booklets on 
paint. This material is similar to that put 
out in other years by Portland Cement Asso
ciation. A little later on, remaining schools 
will be furnished paint cabinets. 

War Production Training. Minnesota 
has gone over the top in its quota for War 
Production Training classes; 1054 having 
been approved to date. Our state has prob
ably the highest teacher per capita average 
of any state. Teachers now plan to extend 
Course 15 to meet in the summer when 
people will be canning. This course should 
be started before June 30. Teachers should 
also plan to organize Course 5, Farm Ma
chinery Repair, starting before June 30 with 
weekly meetings during the summer. 

The Training and Recruitment of Farm 
Workers. Our most important contribu
tion at this time will be made through the 
recruitment and training of new workers 
for agriculture. :\fuch can be done through 
Course 19, OSYA, Training of Farm VVork
ers, and also training of farmers in 1·egard 
to farm labor. Classes might well be or
ganized under Course 19 for the mobilization 
and t1·aining of city people f01· farm work. 
Every high school in the state should launch 
a recruitment and training program for boys 
and girls for farm work. Vocat ional funds 
are available for this purpose. The Gover
nor of the State is making available enrol
ment cards and certificates for this purpose. 
Two thousand six hundred youths in Minne
apolis and St. Paul schools indicated their 
interest in working on farms. Local teach
ers of agriculture should assist in the placing 
of these Twin Cities boys anxious to work on 
farms this summer. 

L. L. K. 


