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The coming of war to the United States on 
Sunday, December 7, 1941, will long be re
membered by the people of this nation. The 
xplosion of Japanese-American relations 
arne with a force and suddenness that star

tled even those who had long looked for a 
show-down in the Pacific. At the very mo
ment the grave and tragic news of the J ap
anese attack on Pearl Harbor in the Ha
waiian Islands and on other points in the 
Pacific was flashed over our radio and tele
graph systems, the responsibilities of every 
citizen of this country increased many fold. 
Some groups of people automatically became 
more necessary as actual warfare began, and 
without question, all those connected with 
agriculture fall in this class. The teacher 
of agriculture should realize that as a part 
of that group, he is a small cog in a mighty 
machine, but an important one nevertheless. 

The entrance of the United States into 
World War II and the manner in which we 
did enter did two things; first, it united the 
people on the many months old question of 
whether or not the Axis powers were in 
fact our enemies, and it brought us up 
short with the sudden realization that war 
demands many changes and much united ef
ort if it is to be brought to a satisfactory 
onclusion from our point of view. 

Agriculture has already felt the pressure 
of war. It will feel that pressure even more 
as the months go by. Some things will have 
to be done that many of us will not like. 
The recent governmental order restricting 
the sale of tires during wartime to only cer
tain essential groups is an example. Farm
ers depend upon cars and trucks for trans
portation more than most groups of citizens. 
Except for tires for tractors, there is as yet 
no provision for allowing a farmer to buy 
new tires or tubes. Yet, no one can deny 
that this is a condition which we must ac
cept without grumbling if war equipment is 
to be supplied out of our dwindling stock 
of rubber. 

Our President has told the world that we 
are to be, in fact are, the arsenal of de
mocracy. Guns, planes, tanks, and all of the 
other machinery required in mechanized war
fare are rolling off the assembly lines in 

ever-increasing numbers. Food is just as 
important a weapon of war as the machine 
produced in our factories. Without food 
and the other products of agriculture, the 
army and navy could not carry on the fight
ing, the civilian workers in defense plants 
would not be able to continue their efforts. 

Food Production Important 

Even before Japan and the other Axis 
powers declared war on the United States, 
production goals for 1942 had been an
nounced by the United States Department 
of Agriculture. These goals called for in
creases in production of vital agricultural 
products. A summary of the recommenda
tions is found in the October, 1941, issue of 
"The Agricultural Situation." 

Claude R. Wickard, Secretary of Agri
culture, further supplements these figures 
with this statement, "Of all the farm com
modities of which urgent increases are 
needed, the most urgent need is for more 
milk. We need to consume more dairy 
products in this country for improved health 
and strength, and the British will need tre
mendous quantities of cheese, evaporated 
milk and dry skim milk. To reach the 
production goals of 1942, the greatest effort 
will be required in dairying." 

Food is necessary, both at home and 
abroad. On December 24, 1941, the British 
Food Mission through its head, the Right 
Honorable R. H. Brand, advised our Secre
tary of Agriculture that the one millionth 
ton of American food being shipped to Great 
Britain under the Lend Lease Act had ar
rived safely overseas. Secretary Wickard 
stated upon receipt of the message, "It is a 
tribute to the determination of the American 
farmers to produce abundantly to meet the 
greatly expanded needs of our own people 
as well as those with whom we are joined 
in the struggle for human freedom." 

President Roosevelt in his radio address 
to the nation on December 9th said this 
about the food supply, "A review this morn
ing leads me to the conclusion that at present 
we shall not have to curtail the normal 
articles of food. There is enough food for 
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all of us and enough left over to send to 
those who are fighting on the same side 
with us." 

Note those two rather significant words
"at present." Without trying to read any 
hidden meanings into the President's words, 
it is very likely that he was thinking of the 
many things that can happen, both from 
a physical and an economic standpoint to 
upset the agricultural production program. 
These words serve to emphasize the serious
ness and immensity of the job of feeding 
people engaged in the struggle which will 
determine a way of life for millions of 
people. 

There is the job for 19421 What lies 
ahead no man knows, but of one thing we 
can be certain. The task is not an easy 
one to be taken lightly. It will require 
your best efforts, Mr. Teacher of Agricul
ture, just as it will require the best efforts 
of all citizens. What specifically can you as 
teacher of agriculture do in this emergency? 
The following suggestions may serve to 
stimulate further thinking about this most 
important matter. 

Better Teaching 

First of all, you can do a better job of 
teaching than you have ever done before. 
Perhaps you think you are doing your best 
now. It would be strange, indeed, if there 
was no point at which your teaching could 
be improved, and certainly this is the time 
to make that improvement. Are you teach
ing up-to-the-minute subject matter, or is 
it the material you used last year? Do not 
misunderstand, all of us know that some 
basic materials do not change, but the sup
plementary facts do change and must be 
kept up to date. 

Are you emphasizing efficient and eco
nomical production of crops and livestock? 
By all means, this is important. However, 
in our zeal to encourage more food produc
tion, let us not lose sight of the funda
mP.ntal principles of soil conservation. We 

did that during the last war and our nation 
has suffered a loss of natural wealth as a 
consequence. 

There is also the danger that under pres
sure of the necessity of increasing production 
of certain products, we may lose sight of the 
importance of economics, rural sociology, 
farm management and other related material 
which should be taught. The war with its 
accompanying tax program should stimu
late the keeping of accurate farm records. 
Our present income tax law requires that 
every married person living with husband 
or wife who had a gross income of $1500 or 
more, and every single person whose gross 
income was $750 or more must file a Fed
eral Income Tax return. Just think for a 
moment and you will realize the significance 
of the word "gross." Many farmers who 
ne\·er before filed a return will now be re 
quired to do so. Some farmers keep ac
counts, perhaps more do not. This situation 
presents an opportunity for more concen
trated work in farm accounts and farm man
agement. All day, part-time and evening 
school classes adapt themselves readily to 
this type of instruction. 

Are your courses interesting? Perhaps 
they are to you, but have you tried to ana
lyze them from the boys' viewpoint? There 
is a very specific reason why this should 
be done now more than ever before. On 
many farms, labor is sorely needed. The de
fense program has opened up jobs for many 
of the older boys. Boys are going to be 
tempted to drop out of school and take ad
vantage of this abnormal situation to earn 
money. The unfortunate thing about this 
is that many who do drop out now will never 
go back to school again. The time for 
school ordinarily comes when boys are in 
their teens. Unless circumstances are such 
that a boy absolutely must drop out, keep 
him in school by making his work so inter
esting that he will have no desire to dro 
out. 

T he P roblem of F arm L abor 

The shortage of farm labor already men
tioned was noticed in some sections of the 
nation in the summer and fall of 1941. Of
ficials and others who have studied this 
problem look for real shortages to develop 
in 1942. "The Agricultural Situation" for 
December, 1941, summarizes the labor out
look as follows : 

"This fall, it appeared that the shortages 
of labor would ease as non-defense indus
tries began to slow down operations be
cause of lack of materials. But now it 
appears there will be no permanent wide
spread unemployment due to priorities. 
The silk workers have practically all been 
absorbed and automobile workers will be 
needed in defense plants soon after they 
leave their old jobs. The office of Agri-
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cultural Defense Relations foresees wide
spread shortages of manpower and equip
ment in 1942." 
This statement, of course, refers to labor 

in general. There seems to be no accurate, 
dependable statistics on farm labor require
ments or supply at the present moment. 
Farm wages are not as attractive to many 
men as those paid in defense industries, and 
it is likely that many young men who have 
worked on farms in the past will attempt 
to get better paying jobs in the cities. Be
fore the war actually broke out, it was plan
ned to have an army of one and one-half 
million men. This estimate has now been 
raised to five million or more. Navy re
quirements have also increased tremendously. 
The farms of the nation will supply a share 
f these men, and a labor problem on farms 
s most likely to develop before many months 

have passed. 
Some people in government circles have 

suggested the training of city youth for 
agricultural work during the vacation period. 
That system was used during World War I 
with more or less success depending upon the 
locality and conditions. It would seem to 
the writer that it should be kept in mind 
that the farm has been mechanized a great 
deal since the last war, and the farmers' 
investment in mechanized equipment is such 
that he cannot afford to put it into the 
hands of inexperienced boys from the city 
no matter how willing they might be unl es'i 
they are well-trained. Many farm girls 
now handle farm machinery. More of them 
could if the need arose. The teacher of 
agriculture should be giving thought to 
this problem and if necessary, institute classe'i 
for the preparation of girls and others to 
substitute for the young men on the farm. 

What about those boys who cannot spend 
ine months or more in school? Your part
" me classes have a definite place in their 
ves; the older fellows cannot attend part-

time classes, but the evening school will fill 
a need for them. Whether it be all day, 
part-time or evening school, you cannot 
dodge the responsibility for doing a better 
job of teaching in the most interesting and 
stimulating way that it is possible to do. 

Conserve All Resources 

Conservation of all resources, natural and 
otherwise, is important always, but especially 
so at this time. We in the United States 
have been accused of being a wasteful na
tion: and if we are to be honest, we must 
admit the truth of the accusation. We can
not afford to be wasteful now. From farm 
machinery to jacknives, from automobiles to 
tires, we must conserve what we have. 
There is no better place to teach conserva
tion and elimination of waste than in the 
agriculture classroom because there are so 

many everyday examples that can be used 
to illustrate the point. 

Instruction in the care and repair of farm 
machinery and equipment could well be 
stressed this year. New binders, mowers, 
plows, tractors and many other machines 
will not be so easy to obtain as in some 
years past. The Secretary of Agriculture 
some time ago asked the Supply Priorities 
and Allocations Board, who in turn gave the 
problem to OPM, for sufficient material to 
guarantee production of farm machinery at 
107 per cent of the 1940 level as a general 
average. OPM said there would not be 
sufficient materials to do that but it did 
guarantee approximately 80 per cent, exclu
sive of repair parts and exports, and further 
stated that enough material would be pro
vided to supply repair and replacement parts. 
Simply stated, all of this means that old 
machines can and must be fixed to carry 
through. 

\Vinter is the logical time to look over the 
farm machinery and put it in shape for the 
coming year. Repair parts should be or
dered early. The agriculture teacher can 
point these things out to his students, and 
to the farmers in his community. He can 
stimulate farm machinery repair by giving 
practical instruction not only on why it 
should be done, but how to do it. Local 
machinery dealers and service men will be 
glad to cooperate on such a program, since 
it will help them to give better service to 
their customers. 

In some schools agriculture teachers have 
been made responsible for the supervision of 
courses for the vocational education of de
fense workers. Important as this job was 
before the outbreak of the war, it is even 
more important now. Sixty thousand planes, 
forty-five thousand tanks, twenty thousand 
anti-aircraft guns, eight million tons of ship
ping and all of this in 1942 with even greater 
production in 1943 will demand trained and 
skilled workers. 

As young men go into industry some of 
them will make more money in a day than 
they would have made in a week a few years 
ago. You as their counselor can do them a 
service by calling to their attention that these 
conditions may not last forever, they may 
again have to accept lower incomes, and that 
as much of their earnings as they can spare 
should be invested in defense bonds thus 
helping them prepare for the slump that may 
come after the war is over. 

Planning Now for the Future 
It is not too early to begin thinking about 

the post-war period. Likely, we have a long 
w~t· ahead and it is necessary to give our 
full effort toward the winning of that war. 
We do not want to be the victors in war 
however, only to find afterward that we have 
lost the peace. Perhaps one cause for wars 
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is the fact that we do not know enough 
about the other countries and their prob
lems. How much do you and your boys 
know about the agriculture of other coun
tries? Too little, I fear. I would suggest 
that every agriculture room should have 
the publication, "Foreign Agriculture," is
sued monthly by the U.S.D.A., Office of 
Foreign Agricultural Relations, Washing
ton, D.C. 

Right now hemispheric solidarity is receiv
ing much attention. We ought to know 
more about our neighbors to the south of us. 
There are many good books about South 
America. A recent one by John Gunther. 
"Inside Latin America" is interesting read
ing, and contains information that every well
informed citizen will be glad to have. Space 
does not permit mention of more, but refer
ence to reviews in recent good magazines 
will suggest others that you will want to 
read and discuss with your class. Inci
dentally, material like this could well be 
utilized for F.F.A. programs. 

What will the post-war period bring in 
the way of economic conditions for agricul
ture? No one knows, but all of us hope we 
can avoid a repetition of what happened 
after the last war. Recently, the newspapers 
carried a story with these headlines, "Price 
Collapse to Follow War, Farm Expert 
Says." The story then went on to say that 
the speaker at a certain convention had stated 
that America today is in a period of price 
inflation, that still more price advances can 
be expected as the nation's war effort grows 
more intensive, and finally that this war 
period will be followed by a sudden and 
rapid drop from the inflation peak. 

If this is a possibility, what can the agri
culture teacher do about it? A full and 
frank discussion of this subject in all day, 
part-time and evening classes, in community 
meetings, open forums, in fact at any meet
ing where farmers are gathered together will 
assist the farmers of your community in 
making their own individual plans to put 
themselves in a sound financial position for 
whatever may follow. The writer is just 
enough of an optimist to believe that if 
enough attention is given to this subject by 
everyone interested in the welfare of agri
culture, we can escape making the same 
mistakes which lead to the post-war farm 
problem of the last two decades. 

Most agriculture departments have Future 
Farmers of America Chapters. There is no 
better medium for putting into action the 
principles of democracy and good citizenship 
than in the meetings and the activities of the 
Future Farmers of America. Organizations 
like this can render service to our govern
ment by assisting in bond and savings stamp 
sales, by Red Cross work and by taking an 
active part in community defense activities. 

The agriculture teacher will have his part 

today in the act1v1t1es of the community. 
War creates extra burdens, extra jobs which 
must be done. And although the load already 
may be heavy, it is your job to do what you 
can toward helping to carry out community 
activities, not strictly agricultural, that con
tribute to the general welfare. 

In agriculture, there are other agencies 
which perform educational services. The 
Agricultural Extension Service, the A.A.A., 
the Farm Security Administration and the 
County Defense Boards are common to al
most every county. Each has a job to do, 
yet each should cooperate with the other 
in the common tasks. This is no time to be 
looking for personal glory and recognition. 
It is a time when the job must be done 
for the good of all. The teacher's respon
sibility for cooperation cannot be side
stepped. 

P ersonal Problems for Teachers 

Up to this point, the discussion has cen
tered on the relation of the agriculture 
teacher to his school, community and coun
try in wartime. Brief mention should be 
made of two personal problems that the 
agriculture teacher, especially the younger 
man will be thinking about. The first is the 
question of entering military service. Men 
are needed in the armed forces, and they are 
also needed to direct the agricultural activi
ties of students. Which is more important? 
No general answer can be given and I sus
pect each man must answer that question for 
himself. 

The second problem which will occur to 
many is the question of whether or not to 
continue a program of self-improvement 
through graduate study. For many that may 
be out of the question during these busy 
wartime days. It would seem, however, that 
if opportunity presents itself the individual 
would be wise to go ahead with his plans i 
spite of the unsettled conditions. The worl 
will need trained men, good teachers an 
sound leaders even more than in the past 
and graduate study properly carried on will 
prepare many for these places which must be 
filled in the future. 

These times demand sacrifices from every 
man, woman and child in this country. 
Vvhen the history of this age is written, most 
likely the men who wrote it will call this a 
world revolution. Wishing for the "good 
old days" will avail us nothing. We must 
wake up to the fact that times and condi
tions have changed and will continue to 
change. Let us not look backward long
ingly to the "good old days" but rather look 
ahead courageously and confidently to the 
"better new days" when peace will again 
reign, when men understand each other bet
ter. and when liberty; equality and justice 
will be the heritage of every nation and 
group of people that desire them. 


