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The agricultural program in the schools 
of Minnesota is a busy and ever challeng
ing one to the teachers of agriculture. 
All-day classes, part-time classes, adult 
classes, F.F.A. activities, together with 
many outside duties in urban and rural 
services demand that the teacher of 
agriculture receive local help in carrying 
out a good agricultural program as set 
up by the state and national departments 
of education and expected by the local 
community. Three years ago I found this 
help in the Dads of the Future Farmers 
of America. The thought that other 
teachers might be interested in the idea 
has prompted me to write this brief story 
of our helpful venture. 

Orig in 
During my years of work with boys in 

their many activities I have observed that 
the dads are more interested in their own 
sons than are other men. If this be true, 
then the dads would be the best group 
of men to have in an organization to 
study their sons' personal problems and 
their sons' problems in agricultural educa
tion. It occurred to me that I could 
carry out a better agricultural program 
if the dads would become more interested 
in and better acquainted with the F .F.A. 
program. 

With the above facts in mind and the 
knowledge that many growing youth 
organizations are sponsored bv a group 
of adults, I have taken the dads of the 
boys who are members of the local chapter 
of the F.F.A. and organized them into a 
sponsoring organization known as the 
D. F. F. A., "Dads of the Future Farm
ers of America." That was a good idea, 
but we soon discovered that mother is 
also very much interested in the activi
ties of her son. Therefore, after the first 
year, the mothers were voted in as hon
orary members. All mothers are inter
ested in the programs and they have 
brought into the organization more color, 
song, sociability, interest and a larger 
attendance. 

Aims and Objectives 
To bring the dads and mothers together 

to study their sons and their son's edu-

cational problems. 
To give to the F.F.A. a sponsoring 

body of adults who are most likely to 
give help to the boys in their daily desires 
and home needs. 

To bring the dads and boys closer to
gether as pals and partners, both in play 
and in work. 

To give to the teacher a group of 
adults to help solve the problems of the 
individual and of the class, which are, in 
fact, directly or indirectly the parents' 
problems. 

To keep the teacher in close contact 
with dad and mother and the farm. 

To give to the teacher a good adult 
evening class. 

To bring about a closer relationship 
between the dad and son, thus bringing 
about more happiness in the son's life 
and in his financial success. 

To guide the son in the direction he 
should go from where he is to where he 
ought to be. 

To deal with the son's specific goals of 
achievement along the way of educational 
development. 

To give to the F.A.A. a progressive 
program in farming. 

To develop a good agricultural pro
gram. 

To develop both dad and son in appre
ciative attitudes toward scientific develop
ment in agriculture. 

To give to the dad a solution to some 
of his economic problems. 

To give the son an opportunity to 
honor his father and mother. 

To improve and build for better farm 
living. 

Organization 
The aims and objectives of the organ

ization were explained to the F.F.A. boys 
at their regular F.F.A. meeting. The 
boys were fully convinced of the ad
vantages to them of such an organiza
tion. Most of the boys not only asked 
their fathers to attend but urged them to 
come. After this, I tried to visit all 
parents before a written invitation was 
extended to the first meeting. The dads 
were notified of the first meeting by the 
sons. 

Extracts from first letter: 
Dear Dad: 

"This is what your son calls you in 
school. I have your son in my class 
and he is a fine fellow. I have 49 other 
farm boys, a group of boys who have so 
many problems it is hard for me to help 
solve all of them. Maybe you did not 
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know that your son is interested in some 
of the many things you are doing. And 
do you know he is very much interested 
in doing something for himself, and he 
wants your help and advice." 

"I know some things about your son 
that you do not know and you know many 
things that I do not know. Your son 
is a member of the F.F.A., a national 
organization of farm boys studying voca
tional agriculture. As a father you wi ll 
be interested in knowing the program of 
this organization." 

CONSTITUTION 
Article I-N arne and P urpose 

Section A. The name of this organization 
shall be "The Montevideo Chapter of the Dads 
of the Future Farmers of America." Members 
are hereinafter referred to as "The Dads of 
the Future Farmers of America." 

Sec. B. The purpose. (Given under aims 
and objectives.) 

Article !!- Organization 
Section A. The Montevideo Chapter of the 

Dads of the Future Farmers of America is 
composed of the fathers of the members of the 
Future Farmers of America, who are receiving 
organized instruction in vocational agriculture 
under the provisions of the National Vocational 
Education Acts. 

Sec. R. Local D. F . F . A. chapters shall 
be established only in schools where systematic 
instruction in vocational agriculture is given 
under the provisions of the National Vocational 
Education Acts. 

Sec. C. lllembers of the local chapter shall 
meet, organize and adopt a constitution not in 
conflict with the State or National F .F.A. 
constitution. They shall elect officers, set up a 
program of work and then apply to the state 
F.F.A. executive committee for their approval. 
After this application has been approved, the 
members of the local chapter shall be known 
as "The Dads of the Future Farmers of 
America., 

Article III-Membership 
Section A. Membership in this organization 

shall be active and honorary. 
Sec. B. Active membership. The father of 

any male student of vocational agriculture who 
is regularly enrolled in a part-time, day unit or 
ail-day class is entitled to active membership 
in the D . F . F. A. He may retain his mem
IJership only so long as his son retains his 
membership in the F.F.A. In case of a student 
who has lost his father; his stepfather or legal 
male guardian shall be eligible for membership. 

Sec. C. Honorary membership. The adviser, 
who in all cases is the vocational agriculture 
1eacher. and the mothers of the male students 
of vocational agriculture are entitled to hon
orary membership. In case of a student who 

has lost his mother; his stepmother or legal 
female guardian shall be eligible for membership. 

A r ticle IV- M embership Oues a nd Privileges 
Section A. There shall be four degrees of 
membership based upon the achievements of 
the son. These degrees are (!) Green Hand, 
(2) Future Farmer, (3) State Farmer, and 
( 4) American Farmer. 

Sec. B. The Dads of the Future Farmers 
of America shall hold the same degree as their 
sons. 

Article V-Officers 
Section A. The officers of the Montevideo 

Chapter of the Dads of the F uture Farmers of 
America shall consist of the president, vice
president, secretary, treasurer, reporter, host 
and adviser. These officers shall be elected an
nually by a majority vote of members present 
at a regular monthly meeting. The officers 
shall perform the usual duties of their respec
tive offices. 

Sec. B. After the first year of organization 
officers of the local chapter must have been 
members of the Dads of the Future Farmers 
of Ameirca one year before being el igible to 
hold office. 

Sec. C. Honorary members shall vote but 
they shall not hold any office except that of 
adviser in the local D. F. F. A. chapter. 

Sec. D. The executive committee of the 
Montevideo Chapter of the D. F. F. A. shall 
consist of the chapter officers. This committee 
shall perform the usual duties of an executive 
committee, review and approve receipts and 
disbursements and be responsible for the wel
fare of the organization. 

Artcile VI-Meetings ( Omittted) 
A r ticle VII-Dues ( Omitted) 

A rticle VIII-Amendments (Omitted) 
Article IX-Emplem 

Section A. The emblem of the Dads of the 
Future Farmers of America shall be made up 
of five symbols; namely, the plow, the owl, the 
rising sun, a cross section of an ear of corn 
and an American eagle. The emblem shall 
carry the four letters "D. F. F. A." and "Vo
cational Agriculture." 

Sec. B . All active members shall be entitled 
to wear the emblem of the same degree as 
their sons. Until made they shall wear the 
F.F.A. emblem. 

Article X-Color 
The same as the F.F.A. 

Article XI-Creed 
The same as the F.F.A. 

BY-LAWS 
Article !-Duties of the Local Officers 

(Omitted.) 

Article II- Committees 
(Duties have been omitted) 
Sec. A . In addition to the executive com

mittee, the following committees are suggested 
and may be appointed annually by the presi
dent; entertainment, educational, refreshment, 
productive enterprise, farm boys' personal prob
lems, co-operative activities, camping, marketing 
school, community service and finance. 

A rticle Ill-The Fiscal Y ear 
Section A. The new year shall begin July 

first . 

A rticle IV-Ceremonies for O pening and 
Closing the M eetings 

Section A. The opening and closing cere-
mony shall be the same as for the F .F.A. 
meetings with these exceptions: 
1. President in opening paragraph will use 

"Dads of the Future Farmers" instead of 
"Future Farmers." 

2. Adviser wi11 omit "being older than the rest 
of you." 

3. President in closing will use "men" instead 
of "students and classmates." 
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D.F .F.A. Initiation Ceremony for the 

Green Hand Degree by F.F.A. 

Officers and Sons 

Adviser: Mr. Secretary, you have the 
names of several dads who wish to join 
the Dads of the Future Farmers of 
America Organization. Will you please 
read the names. 

Secretary: Reads names. 
President: Mr. Adviser, are the sons 

of the candidates regularly enrolled in a 
class of vocational agriculture? 

Adviser : They are. 
President: Do the sons of these dads 

possess the degree of Green Hand? 
Adviser: They do. 
President: What further rights do these 

dads possess for becoming Green Hands? 
Adviser: The constitution so states, I 

quote: "The Dads of the Future Farmers 
of Am.erica s?,all possess the same degree 
as thetr sons. 

President: Then we will proceed. Mr. 
Secretary will you read again the names 
of the su~cessful candidates and as each 
name is read will the candidate take his 
station. (President tells where.) . 

Secretary: Reads names slowly. Watts 
for each to rise before calling next name 
but calls before station is reached. 

President: Mr. Secretary, will you 
read the aims and objectives of the 
D.F.F.A. organization. 

Sect·etary: Reads aims and objectives. 
(Omitted.) 

President: Candidates, you have heard 
the aims and objectives of the Dads of 
the Future Farmers Organization. Will 
you strive to carrv out .th;,se ~in;; and 
objectives? The answer IS I wtll. 

Candidates : I will. 
President: Let me congratulate you. 

I hope that you will carry the spirit of 
the aims and objectives in your hearts. 

President: Mr. Reporter. 
Reporter : The business of f~rming. is 

the keystone of the arch of mclustnes 
under which all time must pass. To be 
a good farmer is one of the greatest and 
noblest callings. "The first farmer was 
the first man and all historic nobility 
rests on posse~sion and use of lands." 

President: Mr. Treasurer. 
Treasurer : May I call your attention 

to the picture above my station? Wash
ington was an engineer, a general, a 
president and the Father of Our Coun
try, but he was a farmer first, last and 
all the time. His old home at Mount 
Vernon is a model farmstead. He kept 
farm accounts, practiced rotations, loved 
country life and lived the life of a country 
gentleman. Another of our former Presi
dents was Thomas Jefferson. He was 
the author of the Declaration of Inde
pendence, the author of the Statute for 

Religious Freedom and founder <;>f a state 
university, America's first architect and 
statesman as well as prestdent. He found 
time to terrace his Virginia farm and 
make it productive. He invented the 
steel plow and the grain drill. Like 
Washington, he spent his las~ years ?n 
the farm. These men, early m our his
tory clearly demonstrated that a real 
farn~er who uses his training and intelli
gence can reach the top rung of the lad
der of success. May you use your talents 
and training for the betterment of your
selves, your sons and your fellow men. 

President: Mr. Secretary. 
Secretary: Let me rail your att~ntio_n 

to this ear of corn. Corn, or matze, IS 

an American crop. It is grown in prac
tically every state in the Union. That is 
why a cross section of an ear of corn 
is used as one of the symbols of our or
ganization. Every son who is awarded 
the fourth degree is awarded a gold key 
which bears this cross section of an ear 
of corn upon its face. May you and your 
son wot·k hard and advance in rank until 
you too can wear the key of an American 
Far;ner.' 

President: Mr. Adviser. 
Adviser : The owl is the time-honored 

symbol of wisdom. Knowl~clge, pr?perly 
weighed and digested, bnngs wtsdom. 
\Vithout education we are handicapped. 
The uneducated man can not compete 
with the educated man, other things being 
equal. We are asking that you and your 
son continue to study and that you so 
apply yourselves to your problems that 
your brain, like Jefferson's, will clin;ct 
your hands to do things that make hfe 
easier and happier on the farm. 

President: Mr. Vice-President. 
Vice-President: The plow is the em

blem of labor. It has been the forerun
ner of civilization. Without Jefferson's 
steel plow this marvellous machine age 
would still be far into the futme. Al
though it looks simple, the plow is a ':ery 
intricate piece of machmery. There IS a 
lot of mathematics in a plow share. 
Without hard labor we can accomplish 
little. nless our labor is directed by an 
intelligent mind we accomplish nothing. 
\Vork hard, but plan before you work. 

President : The rising sun is emble
matic of the new clay that will dawn when 
all clads of Future Farmers in all states 
have learned to cooperate. Farm work 
has been hard. Every farmer competes 
with his neighbors in the markets. The 
farm income has been low. The farm 
family has had to do without many of 
the conveniences that city people havp 
Only cooperation can change this condi
tion. Here we learn scientific production 
and mat·keting. We practice thrift. We 
have recreation and educational enter-
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tainment. We welcome you as members 
of the Montevideo chapter. You will be 
the leaders in this chapter in two or 
three years. We need you and we need 
rural leadership. May you prove worthy 
of the honor we have bestowed upon you. 
I will now ask your son to present you 
with the Green Hand emblem. (Raps 
three times for sons to rise.) Will the 
son please present his dad with the em
blem of a Green Hand. 

Sons : Present the emblems to their 
fathers. After presentation the <on 
shakes hands with father. 

President: Mr. Adviser, will you 
please explain the emblem. 

Adviser : The emblem worn by Green 
Hands is made of bronze. Bronze, be
cause of its hardness and endurance, has 
been used for ages by men who sought a 
good substitute for crude stone instru
ments. May those qualities of hardness 
and endurance carry you far in our or
ganization. 

President : In behalf of the Dads of the 
Future Farmers of America, I welcome 
you as Green Hands. (Picture taken.) 
Please be seated. 

D.F.F.A. Ceremony for the Raising of 
Green Hands to the Degree of 

Future Farmers by F.F.A. 
Officers and Sons 

President : The Secretary has the names 
of several members of the Dads of the 
Future Farmers of America who wish 
to be raised from the degree of Green 
Hand to that of a Future Farmer. Will 
the Secretary please read the names. 

(Note.-Lack of space makes it neces
sary to omit the impressive ritual pro
cedure employed in the raising of Green 
Hands to the degree of Future Farmers. 
The activity is designed to give the boys 
an opportunity to express appreciation to 
the dads for their loyal support to the 
F.F.A. program.) 

D.F.F.A. Ceremony for Mothers, by 
F.F.A. Officers and Sons 

President: We are very happy tonight 
to initiate into honorary membership to 
the Dads of the Future Farmers of 
America the mothers of the members of 
the F.F.A. Green Hand degree. Also to 
honor the mothers who are already hon
orary members of the D.F.F.A. organiza
tion. 

President: Mr. Adviser, are mothers of 
all the F.F.A. members eligible for hon
orary membership? 

Adviser: Yes, the constitution so states. 
I quote : "The mothers of all members 
of the F.F.A. organization are entitled 
to honorary membership." 

President : Then we shall proceed. 

Mr. Secretary, will you please read the 
names of the mothers and as each name 
is read will the mothers take thPir sta
tions. (President tells where.) 

Secretary: Reads names slowly. Waits 
for each to rise before calling next name 
but calls before station is reached. 

President : I congratulate you on behalf 
of the Dads of the Future Farmers of 
America. Pie and coffee, laughter and 
son, do much in any organization. Your 
encouragement, suggestions and decisions 
are needed. May your affiliation prove 
valuable to all. 

President: (Raps three times for sons 
to rise.) Will the son now present his 
mother with the emblem of an honorary 
member. (Emblem is the red carnation.) 

Sons: (Pin on flowers. After presenta
tion, son shakes hands with mother.) 

President: Mr. Adviser, will you fur
ther explain the significance of these 
flowers? 

Adviser: Mr. President and Mothers: 
These flowers presented to you by your 
sons are to show you just a little of 
their appreciation of the many things that 
you have done for them throughout the 
year. They want and need your counsel 
and guidance. Wear these flowers, if 
only for tonight. Tomorrow you may 
lay them away with your precious belong
ings and may your sons again next year 
be allowed this pleasure of showing you 
their love and appreciation. 
President: Now, on behalf of the Dads 
of the Future Farmers of America, I 
confer upon you honorary membership 
in the Montevideo Chapter, together with 
all its priviliges and honors. (Pictures 
taken.) Please be seated. 

Results 
Parents were invited once a month to the 

agricultural department. 
Parents became acquainted with sons' project 

books, references, laboratory equipment and the 
school in general. 

Problems of the boy, home and community 
were presented throughout the year as they ap
peared. At each meetinl) the dads used the 
F.F.A. manuals for openmg and closing cere
mony. 

Dads learned the different F.F.A. degrees 
and because their degrees are the same as their 
sons' they seemed to take a great deal of inter
est as to the kinds of projects the sons should 
carry on. 

~fore and better varieties of corn and grain 
were grown. 

~fore sons secured and are raising higher 
grades of animals. 

Cars for trips are now easily obtained. Dads 
will often go along to such places as the West 
Central School and Station at Morris. 

Several dads have expressed a desire to at
tend the marketing school. 

This year they are sending an F.F.A. mem· 
ber to the National F.F.A. Convention. 

Several financial problems were solved. 
For the first time, the boys had a chance to 

initiate their parents into an organization, pre
sent them with emblems and congratulate them. 

It has given me closer friendship with many 
parents and a greater enjoyment in the last 
line of the F.F.A. motto--"Living to Serve." 


