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BE OF GOOD CHEER 

Hail the new year 1933! Let us not be 
dismayed but meet it with a ~pirit born of 
hope and good cheer. Prospects and op
portunities for effective service from the 
program of instruction in agnculture 
were never brighter at the beginning of 
a new year. Of course, prosperity is 
still around the corner and old man de
pression does not seem to be making any 
perceptible plans to depart in the immedi
ate future. And the talk of economy is 
on everyone's tongue. But the program 
for teaching agriculture in the high 
school must go on. It must go on as 
one of the definite factors that should 
aiel in bringing nearer the period of 
restoration for agriculture. lt can go 
on and it will go on if the teachers of 
agriculture will carry on with optimism 
and increased earnestness the splendid 
work they are doing in maintaining the 
faith of farmers and farm boys in the 
future of agriculture. 

The people of America have become 
thoroly conscious of the need for and 
the value of vocational education. The 
schools can no longer fully justify their 
programs without making provision for 
the ptactica l education appropriate to 
the needs of those who are preparing for 
some specific life occupation. The gen
eral support given to the National Voca
tional Education Act was an important 
factor in the adoption of the measure by 
Congress in 1917. Since that time edu
cational organizations, farmers' organi
zations, and national leaders have reas
serted their unwavering support of voca
tional education. 

The National Educational Association 
has voiced its approval of the program 
for vocational education in agriculture 
by adopting the following plank in the 
national education platform: 

·'Every state should provide a complete 
program of vocational education for 
youths and adults. Classes should be or
ganized and maintained as integral parts 
of local school systems. Part-time and 
evening classes should be provided wher
ever necessary." 

Likewise the National Grange at its 
sixty-sixth annual session held at Win
ston-Salem, North Carolina ( 1932) gave 
its vigorous approval of vocational edu
cation and wrote into its National Grange 

Declaration a statement favoring "The 
teaching of vocational agriculture, home
making, trades, and industries in the 
public schools." 

1 n discussing the problems of educa
tion for rural youth, Mr. L. J. Tabor, 
Master of the National Grange, declared 
that: ''Vocational education has been the 
greatest step in a generation in bringing 
practical agricultural in formation to the 
largest possible number of American 
youth. The work of the teachers in our 
high schools in supporting Vocational 
Agriculture and directing young men a long 
sound lines in farming, in rural affairs, 
and in farm accounting, has been most 
noteworthy and constructive. 

"The support that Vocational Agricul
ture has given to community building has 
been fundamental to the welfare of rural 
life. The Grange has found it a pleasure 
to defend, on every occasion, Vocational 
Agriculture, and support this program 
for bettering the youth of the open coun
try." 

The American Farm Bureau Federa
tion at the last annual meeting adopted 
the following resolution: 

"We recommend that state farm bu
reau officials of the states in co-operation 
with the counties actively participate in 
the promotion of a comprehensive pro
gram of vocational education in agri
culture adapted to the needs of rural 
communities with proper committees in 
each county which shall co-operate with 
teachers of vocational agriculture." 

On November 29, 1932, Mr. E. A. 
O'Neal, president of the American Farm 
Bureau Federation, gave his unqualified 
confidence in the value of the program 
for teaching vocational agriculture by 
stating that "Our vocation agricultural 
education system today has as its main 
objective the training of present and pros
pective farmers for proficiency in their 
farming occupations. This objective 
clearly parallels that for which the Amer
ican Farm Bureau strives: 'A higher 
standard of living for every farm home 
with an adequate income to pay the bill.' 

"It is my firm belief that the voca
tional classes of this nation will have 
much to do with the continued success of 
the co-operative marketing movement in 
this country. Through them co-operation 
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can be humanized and made real in the 
consciousness of the rural vouth of Amer
ica. This accomplished. ·J am confident 
that we shall be nearing the solution of 
farm problems of future generations." 

With indorsements like those given 
above and with similar support from 
scores of other states and national or
ganizations we should enter the new year 
with increased vigor and unshaken 
courage. The new year holds unlimited 
opportunities for those who will pay the 
price of increased service through better 
programs, better plans, better teaching, 
and greater effort. The year 1933 lies 
ahead. It can be made our banner year. 
Let us be of good cheer and enter upon 
the new :year with unbounded hope, vig
orous enthusiasm and unselfish devotion 
to every worthy service. A.:\1.F. 

Every great and commanding move
ment in the annals of the world is the 
triumph of enthusiasm.-Emerson. 

MAKING A SHOW HALTER 
At several of the 4-H club camps last 

summer, where boys learned to make rope 
halters for their calves and colts, there 
was some inquiry about the making of 
leather halters which would look better 
in the show ring than the usual rope 
halter. As there seemed to be quite an 
interest in the matter, the writer prom
ised he would learn what he could about 
the prices charged for leather show hal
ters , and what might possibly be done 
about making them next summer as a 
camp project. 

It \\·as found that the average show 
halter costs about four dollars, and some 
were sold as high as six dollars. Pricing 
the separate items that go to make up 
a halter such as is shown in the accom
panying cut, it was found that the ma
terial for such a halter could be had for 
about one dollar. With a little practice, 

a boy who is handy with tools can make 
one in about an hour. 

Materials for Making Halter 
The items which go to make up the 

halter shown in the picture are: Six feet 
of 7/16 Manila rope; trace chain 18 
inches in length with a snap in one end 
and a swivel in the other; two nickel 
plated steel rings, ly.! inches inside diam
eter; one buckle, one inch wide and with 

the bar at the back which takes the 
place of the ordinary leather loop or 
keeper; three pieces of good harness 
leather one inch wide, and two small 
pieces of thinner leather for corner 
pieces (marked 4 in the cut). The piece 
of leather for the nose band (marked 1 
in the cut ) should be cut 13 inches long. 
The crown piece (marked 2) should be 
27 inches long, and the cheek piece 
(marked 3) should be 9 inches. 

\Vhat is known as russet leather is 
generally used for show halters, though, 
of course, any color may be used. 

Preparing the Ma terials 
The ends of all the straps which are to 

be doubled back and stitched together 
should be skived down to a rather thin 
edge at the extreme end . The skiving 
should, of course, be done on the flesh 
side of the leather. A regular harness
maker's skiving knife is the handiest tool 
for the purpose. A thin and very sharp 
carpenter's chisel is also Yery good; but 
that universal tool. the jack knife, will 
do a fairly good job if it is well sharp-
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ened . The ends of the corner pieces 
(marked 4) are also skived where they 
fit in between the other leathers. 

The stitching is all done by the method 
known to cowboys as the three-point 
stitch. Three holes are punched through 
the leathers and the sewing is done with 
a thong wh ich fits the hole fairly well, 
so that a pull of several pounds is re
quired to pull it through. Let us look 
at the place where the crown strap 
(marked 2) is stitched. The thong was 
first put through the bottom one of the 
three holes and drawn out on the other 
side till only about an inch was left on 
this side. The end was then brought back 
through the right hand hole, then put 
through the left hole and drawn clown 
tight so as to cover and hold the short 
end. The thong has now been put through 
each one of the holes, but it is to be 
put through each hole once more. This 
will require the use of some tool to en
large each hole somewhat. The best 
too; for the purpose is a rather long, 
slender scratch awl. The bottom hole is 
now to be enlarged and the thong 
brought back through it, then out through 
the left hole, then back through the right 
hole and pulled through under the thong 
which crosses between the bottom hole 
and the right hole. It is then cut off 
short as shown in the cut. 

If the thong is the right size to fit til<' 
holes, and the work has been well done. 
this stitch is stronger than a rivet, anrl 
will not rot out as thread sometimes does. 

The edges of the straps should be 
smoothed off by what is known as an 
edging tool ; and the whole job will look 
better if the edges are marked with a 
crease, as shown in the cut. The creases 
in this case were made by a creaser 
which was whittled out of a piece of 
wood. The creasing should be done 
while the leather is wet. The ends of 
the leather should a lso be wet when 
they are bent around the rings; other
wise, the leatlier might have a tendency 
to ·:rack in the bend. 

The extra ornamentation on the nose 
band of the halter in the picture was 
done with a punch which was made from 
a spike. It does not acid much to the 
value of the ha lter, but it pleased the 
boy \Yho made it. and perhaps was worth 
the trouble. The writer is reminded of 
a young German lad he knew in his 
youth, who said he had "for fifteen dol
lars r ings on his harness." The boy's 
father, when a neig-hbor made fun of 
the harness, said : "Veil, if it keeps the 
poy on the farm, it pays, don't it?" 

]. M. Drew 
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FUTURE FARMERS OF 
AMERICA 

The state officers for the F. F. A. are 
1s follows: 
Elmer Ziegenhagen, Bertha, President 
~orman Goodwin, Austin, Vice-President 
Arthur Lynch, Tracy, Secretary 
Donald Dailey, Pipestone, Treasurer 
Gordon Ellis, Staples, Reporter 
Executive Committee: Theodore Drack-

ley, Tracy; Waino Kortesmaki, Thom
son Township. 
The state officers for the ~Iinnesota 

Vocational Agriculture Instructors' As
sociation are as follows: 

A. C. O'Banion, President 
Earl Springer, Vice-President 
A. F. Dahlberg, Secretary-Treasurer 
The Visitor pledges its support to these 

organizations and >hall be pleased to de
vote space to worthy stories of achieve
ment. 

A BALANCED AGRICULTURE 
PROGRAM 

Leo L. Knuti, county agriculture su
pervisor, reports the successful operation 
of a balanced agriculture education pro
gram for the schools ma intaining depart
ments of agriculture in St. Louis county. 
Each of the teachers of agriculture has 
provided all day classes for those stu
dents who attend high school. Evening 
school classes are organized for adult 
farmers and part-time schools are pro
Yiclecl for the boys and girls not reached 
by the school acti ,·ities. 
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The program of instruction for the 
part-time students includes agriculture, 
farm shop, farm arithmetic, business 
English, farm law and citizenship, home 
economics, library materials, and music. 
Special assembly programs are main
tained as a part of the school activities . 
The assembly programs include special 
lectures and demonstrations by teachers, 
students, club leaders, county supervis
ors. home demonstration and county agri
culture agents and successful farmers. 
The programs include educational films 
and stereopticon slides. 

Physical education and athletic activi
ties are not neglected because the physical 
education instructors in the schools devote 
part of their time to the interests and 
needs of the part-time groups. Other 
teachers in the high schools also assist 
in the instructional program for the part
time classes. 

BIRD IDENT IFICATION 
MANUAL 

As an aiel to beginning students of 
ornithology, Dr. Thomas S. Roberts, 
author of the now well known "Birds of 
Minnesota." will bring out early in the 
new year ·'A Manual for the Identifica
tion of the Birds of l\Iinnesota and 
Neighboring States." The manual, like 
the larger book, is being published by 
the University of Minnesota Press. It 
will consist mainly of keys, descriptions, 
and illustrations reprinted from "The 
Birds of Minnesota." 

RECENT BOOKS 
The Social Econom ics of Agriculture, 

Wi lson Gee. 
This is a 696-page book dea ling with 

the sociological, economic, historical, ed
ucational and political problems of in
terest to the farmer. Teachers and stu
dents will find the contents interesting, 
instructive, and challenging. The book 
is published by The Macmillan Company 
and the list price is $3.60. 
P roducing F arm Livestock, Professors 

Edmond>, Carrol, Kammlade, Nevens, 
and Snapp. University of Illinois. 
This book seeks to provide for the 

students in agriculture a presentation of 
the most approved present-day methods 
in the production of beef and dairy cat
tle, horses. sheep. and swine. It is hoped 
that the materials will also be of value 
to those who are already engaged in 
livestock production . Published by John 
\Viley and Sons. Price, $2.50. 

EDUCATION AND RURAL 
LEADERSHIP 

(A section of the program for Farmers' 
and Homemakers' Week) 

All meetings to be held in Room 105. 
Administration Building. A. M. Field 
will be in charge of each sessswn . 

Wednesday Forenoon, January 18 

9 :15-10:05 Vocational Education as a Ftmc· 
tion of the Secondary School, 
V. E. Nylin 

10 :15-11:05 The Future Farmers of America 
in the Role of Leadership, Donald 
Dailey 

Wednesday A fternoon, January 18 

:30· 2:20 Education in Denmark, Dr. Harold 
Benjamin 

2 :JQ. 3: 15 Changing Conceptions of Education, 
Dr. Harl Douglass 

Thursday Forenoon, J anuary 19 

9 15 -10:05 Education-A Safeguard Against 
Social Delinquency, Dr. G. A. 
Lundquist 

10 :15-11:05 Essentials of Effective Leadership, 
13. 0. Williams 

Thursday A fternoon, J anuary 19 

I :30- 2:20 No Depression in 4-H Club Work, 
T. A. Erickson 

2 :30- 3:15 What 4-H Cluu \York Means to 
Rural Young People, Robert 
Jacobs , Mary Perkins 

Friday Forenoon, January 20 

9 15-10:05 Which Way-Minnesota? J. 0. 
Christianson 

10:15-11:05 The Education for Adults in Our 
Present Crisis, Dr. R. R. Price 

Friday Afternoon, January 20 

I :30- 2:20 Being a Homemaker Today, Julia 
Newton 

1 :30· 3:15 Maintaining Social Standards 
D1.0ring Hard Times, Dr. R. W. 
Murchie. 

NATIONAL VOCATIONAL GUID
ANCE ASSOCIATION 

The National Vocational Guidance As
sociation will hold its annual convention 
in Minneapolis February 23-25, 1933. 
This is a meeting in which all school 
people should be interested. The program 
should be of special interest to teachers 
of agriculture who are attempting occu
pational studies with the farm boys. Pro
grams and further announcement will be 
sent to teachers of agriculture when they 
are ready for distribution. It is hoped 
that many of the teachers may find it 
possible to attend at least part of the 
sessions. 


