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BEYOND THE CLOUDS IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION 

The last few weeks have given us some 
assurance that the dark, threatening 
clouds of a prostrate agriculture and a 
paralized industry are beginning to clear 
away. Rays of optimism, confidence, and 
hope are breaking through the mist of 
despair and discouragement that has over
taken those who must work in order to 
live. Significant readjustments are in 
progress but we must be patient because 
complete recovery can not come all at 
once. There will be tax burdens to ad
just, debts to pay, losses to forget, new 
credit to be established and many social 
ideals, traditions, and institutions to be 
preserved. 

To many people, the era we have en
tered is called the re-construction period. 
Those who are interested in education 
are anxious that it be not a destruction 
period for the public schools. Hasty and 
unwise retrenchment in our program of 
education is an unfair blow at our de
fenseless youth. Material enterprises can 
wait for better times but our boys and 
girls, our rura l youth, can not wait. 
They must receive their education, their 
preparation for future life now. To
morrow wi ll be too late. 

The New Education for Rural Youth 
In this brief discussion we are par

ticularly concerned about the education 
for rural youth. We are interested in 
the sort of education that is most worth 
while for the young people who are to 
be farmers of the future. Vve are fully 
aware that the clouds of the present eco
nomic crisis cast cruel, dark, and heavy 
shadows over agriculture. We know 
that prices are low and taxes are high. 
Economies are inevitable-but, let us, 
like the Good Fairy, wave the magic 
wand and for a moment clear away this 
mantle of despair and peer through these 
already thinning clouds. There we see 
Minnesota in all its glory-its beautiful 
lakes, and its fertile prairies dotted with 
thou ands of farm homes. If we look a 
little closer we see thousands of rural 
children happily at play and blissfully 
ignorant of the fact that all is not well 
with the world. We see thousands of 
young folk who are just passing the 
threshold of childhood and entering upon 
that most interesting and most fascinat-

ing period of adolescence with all its 
hopes, with all its romance and with all 
its dangers. We see thousands of young 
people who have reached the period when 
they begin to think seriously about what 
they shall do to earn a living, establish 
a home and become self-supporting citi
zens. And lastly, we see many, many par
ents seriously, anxiously wondering what 
the future holds in store for their loved 
ones. vVhat can we do for the rural 
youth of Minnesota? There is but one 
answer and that is Educatiou. Dr. Coff
man, president of the University of Min
nesota, in a message to the people of the 
state recently said, "The nation that has 
courageous and forward-looking leaders 
who dare, in the midst of the present 
world crisis, to provide, encourage, foster, 
and improve education and especially edu
cation for leadership will be the nation 
that will write the history of the next 
generation." 

So it is for agriculture-the state that 
has the courage and the vision to provide 
the right kind of education, the new edu
rotion, for its rural youth is the state 
that wi ll prosper and move on to higher 
standards of living. 

Ever since the first pioneer settler 
turned the first furrow on Minnesota's 
fertile prairies, agriculture has remained 
the basic industry of the state. If agri
culture is prosperous, the state is pros
perous. If agriculture fai ls, the final 
chapter in the history of a great common
wealth will soon be written. The im
portance and value of education in agri
culture was given prominent editorial rec
ognition recently (April 7) by the Min
neapolis Journal as follows: "Certainly 
the agriculturist needs the highest kind 
of training right now. And not only the 
vocation, but the condition cries out fo r 
the best brains available. Not that agri
culture has suffered from depression be
cause of any lack of brains; ior years, 
the agricultural schools have been turn
ing out youth to engage in farming, and 
the farms themselves have been training 
up a11other and larger group of farmers 
in its school of hard knocks. Agricul
ture is passing through a great transition, 
along with other vocations. The work is 
going on-schooling can not ta!?e a lzoli
daj•. Human replacement is part of so-
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cia! evolution, and the boys and girls 
must be fitted to take up burdens not too 
capably borne by the generation ahead of 
them. These Farm School graduates may 
feel they are entering on a tough period, 
but that would be thinking on ty of the 
day. They and their kind are tomor
row's hope." 

The New D eal in Education 
Rural high schools should provide the 

kind of education most needed by the 
group it serves. In a state like Minnesota 
where agriculture is the most important 
industry, vocational education in agricul
ture should hold a prominent place in the 
program of education for our rural popu
lation. Every rural high school in the 
state should maintain a department of 
agriculture where the students may have 
an opportunity to study the problems of 
farming, where they may learn to think 
constructively and independently about 
the economic, social, and occupational de
mands of life in rural areas. 

"No one would wi ll ingly spend a life 
time in a cer tain occupation if it were 
just a meaningless routine which produced 
results of a fashion, sometimes good and 
sometimes highly unsatisfactory. For 
many, farming is just such a senseless 
process and that is why so many young 
farmers are hoping that they may make 
enough out of the farm to enable them 
to sell out later in life and move to town 
to lh•e, as it were. To make one adopt 
any profession, trade. or vocation com
pletely he must be able to inte llectualize 
it. The farmer, too, must get intellectual 
satisfactions out of his work. He, too, 
must learn experimentation, i.e., intelli
gent trial and error and success methods. 
That you must teach him while he is 
still a schoolboy."* 

• Dr. T. V.'. Irion. Dean of the School of 
Education , University of l\1issouri. 

The passion of rural young fo lk today 
is to learn to do something and to be 
somebody. Successful farmers do not 
just happen. Successful farming tech
niques are not inherited. On the con
trary, in order to be somebody and to do 
something worthy of their efforts, rural 
youth must learn to live in the country 
and they must learn how to do the work 
appropriate to the occupation of their 
choice. To be successful in living a life 
and making a Jiving in the country, one 
must have a genuine love for rural life, 
for rural people, for rura l modes of liv
ing, and for doing the work farming de
mands. Farm children are not born with 
these essential qualities. Farm children 
are not born good farmers. They must 
learn to live in the country. They must 
learn to become good farmers by studying 
>nd experiencing good farming techniques. 

As a group, farmers have been rela
tively slow to recognize the value and im
portance of instruction in agriculture as a 
sound basis fo r progress and improve
ment in modern farming techniques. And 
what is even more discouraging is the 
fact that many educator s are slow to 
recognize and apply the fundamental 
principle that the public schools should 
contribute to the student's preparation for 
the things that they are going to do in 
life. There are still those who believe 
that a study of Latin and Greek or some 
other academic or so-called cultural sub
jects provides adequate preparation for 
successful pursuit of farming occupa
tions. A successful farmer must study 
think, and practice good farm ing. And 
lest we forget, there is still some culture 
left in Agriculture. 

The great need of a modern school 
program of instruction and leadership is 
to foster educational activities that will 
prepare the students to adequately meet 
the vital problems of our changing eco
nomic and social life. The program for 
instruction in agriculture in the high 
schools is designed to meet the demands 
on farm boys who plan to enter the oc
cupation of farming. The purpose of the 
instruction in agriculture is to prepare 
farm fo lk to meet with growing efficiency 
the complex problems of living a life and 
making a living on the farm . The voca
tional agriculture teachers in the high 
schools specialize in the education of farm 
boys in school and out of school. The 
agriculture teacher becomes the leader for 
the people in the community. Every 
rura l high school should provide instruc
tion and leadership 111 agriculture for its 
rural folk. A.M. F. 
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A WARD FOR SERVICE IN BAR
BERRY ERADICATION 

An A gricultural E ducational P r oject 
By L. W. Melander, Associate Pathologist, 

U.S.D.A., Barberry Eradication Leader 
in Minnesota 

The relation of common barberry to 
black stem rust has been taught consist
ently in the agricultural departments in 
high schools. Those in charge of the 
barberry eradication campaign have ap
preciated this effort on the part of the 
instructors to teach the coming generation 
that common barberry should be eradi
cated. They also have attempted to fur
nish material for the teaching of this 
subject. However, all of this material 
has been almost exclusively class-room 
subject matter. No definite field project 
has been outlined to fit in with other agri
cultural projects. The fine co-operation 
given by agriculture instructors and stu
dents in the work of barberry eradication 
has made it desirable to propose a regular 
project that would involve both class
room and field work. 

After considerable discussion with vari
ous people, a plan has been evolved that 
has not only educational value but in
cludes a means of recognizing faithful 
effort. A certificate entitled A ward for 
Service will be given for searching the 
home farm for common barberry. This 
plan is so arranged that it can be a defi
nite project in an agriculture instructional 
program. However. it is not expected 
that the agriculture instructor will be re
quired to personally search all of the 
farms of the students finrolled in this 
project. All of the instructors have had 
enough experience to be able to deter
mine by questioning how much a student 
really has accomplished. 

P rocedure for I ssuing A ward for 
Service Certificates 

Role of agriculture instructor in the 
Award for Service project: 
1. Includes the shrub identification proj

ect in his annual program of projects. 
2. Devotes one or more class periods to 

the study of the identification and the 
economic danger of some shrubs. Pu
pils should learn to recognize common 
shrubs such as prickly ash, wild cur
rants. wild gooseberries, raspberries, 
dogwood, wild rose, common barberry, 
Japanese barberry, honeysuckle, wolf
berry, buckthorn, and snowberry. As 
a special laboratory exercise the in
structor could have the students make 
~ collection of specimens of all of the 
different shrubs on the individual home 
farms:. 

3. Explains requirements to w1n Awards 
for Service. 

4. Has students fill out application blanks. 
5. Confers with students regarding the 

service they have performed so that 
there is no question regarding the ap
plicant fu lfi ll ing the requirements. This 
can be done when visiting students in 
connection with other projects. 

6. Certifies applications and sends them 
to the Barberry Office, University 
Farm, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

7. Receives Award for Service certificates 
and signs them. 

8. Makes awards at assemblies. 
Requirements for agriculture students 

qualifying for Award for Service cer
tificates: 
I. Learn to recognize the common shrubs 

and how they differ from each other. 
2. Make a diligent search of common bar

berry of following places on home 
farm (any size) : the garden, orchard, 
woodlots, pastures, along fence lines, 
along ravines , streams, and other places. 
In case of city agriculture students 
they can search a farm belonging to a 
relative or friend but they first must 
obtain permission to search it for com
mon barberry. 

3. Make application for Service Award 
Certificate. 

4. Give a precise explanation to agricul
ture instructor of procedure followed 
in searching farm. 

5. Continue to be on the lookout for and 
report all common barberry found. 

Special Notes 
1. If any student desires to search addi

tional territory he will be given an 
additional award for each section of 
land searched. 

2. Students living in a village, town, or 
city may qualify for an Award for 
Service certificate by searching a farm 
(must be at least 160 acres) of a friend 
or relative. 

3. Every student who finds a location of 
,common barberry will be awarded a 
Rust Busters medal and a Life Mem
l ~ership Certificate in the National Rust 
Bu;ters Club, provided no medal pre
viously has been a warded for that 
property. 
The possibility of finding common bar

berry and winning medals might be an 
incentive for agriculture students to 
search other farms besides their own. 
An additional award in the form of a 
special seal to be attached to the Service 
Certificate also will be given for each 
section of land checked . In this connec
tion it will be necessary to obtain the 
signatures of all the occupants on this 
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section of land. However, this phase of 
the project has not been worked out in 
detail. 

There perhaps are several questions that 
will arise. What if there are two stu
dents from the same family; can each 
receive a Service A ward? The answer 
is yes. Is it necessary for an applicant 
to be an agriculture student? The an
swer to this question is up to the agri
culture instructor. The answer for the 
present is yes. Can agriculture students 
living in the city win Service Awards? 
The answer is yes. They may search a 
farm of at least 160 acres, belonging to 
a friend or relative. provided permission 
is obtained from the occupant to make a 
~carch for common barberry. 

In conclusion, a project of this kind 
has a distinct edm:ational value. The 
a veragc American citizen knows little 
about common shrubs. More and more 
emphasis is being placed on decorating 
home grounds with hardy shrubs. Often, 
escaped common barberry has been 
brought in from the woods and planted 
in yards, because the people doing it were 
not aware of the fact that they were 
transplanting common barberry. the 
spreader of a destructive cereal disease. 
In certain parts of the state other shrubs 
spread other kinds of rusts that are de
structive in those communities. It is 
important therefore that all agriculture 
students know common barberry, wild 
currants and gooseberries, buckthorn, and 
red cedar. 

APPLICATION FOR SERVICE 
AWARD 

I have searched our farm located in 
the .... quarter of section .............. , 
... . .. ..... township ........... . . county, 
State of Minnesota. The following 
places on it have been inspected for com
mon barberry: (Mark places with an X) 
1, the yard ( ) ; 2, the orchard ( ) : 
3, the woodlot <tnd pastures ( ) ; along 
fence lines ( ) ; and, along ravines 
and streams ( ) . I found . .. ........ . 
common barberry bushes. 

Having searched our farm thoroughly 
and believing it to be free from common 
barberry, I hereby apply for the SERV
ICE AWARD given to boys and girls 
for helping to protect future grain crops 
against black stem rust. 

. ....................... ,Applicant 

Certification of Parent or Guardian 

I certify that ........ . .............. . 
has made a thorough search of this farm 
for common barberry. 

.................. Parent or Guardian 

Re<:ommendation of Instructor or 
Supervisor 

I have conferred with the above appli
cant and believe he has fulfilled the re
quirements. I therefore recommend that 
he be given an AWARD FOR SERV
ICE certificate. 

(Give Title) 


