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THE VALUE OF A VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT 
IN A CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Many teachers in the field of general 
education frequently become discouraged 
because they do not have any definite 
method of knowing the extent to which 
their teaching takes hold of the students. 
Too often the real results from teaching 
do not become apparent until long after 
the student has left the influence of the 
teachers or the school. The teacher of 
agriculture, however, enjoys the unique 
opportun ity of observing day by clay how 
the results from his teaching find expres
sion in the life of the students in his 
classes and the people in the community. 
As an example of the valuable service 
rendered by the agriculture departments, 
the following story written by A. L. 
Winterquist, Superintendent of the Thom
son Consolidated schools, should be of 
interest to school men and parents be
cause it points the way to improved 
school facilities for rural folks . 

A.M. F. 

All must agree that the consolidated 
school should be a good school. As a 
school it should be as good as similar 
schools in our urban centers. The con
solidated school should be just as effi
cient as the urban schools in preparing 
the boys and the girls for active partici
pation in American life. However, we 
must not forget that the rural consoli
dated school is a nora! school where all 
or most of the pupils come from the 
farms. As a· rural school it must make 
use of the educational opportunities the:
rural environment offers. It is a farmer's 
school and, if a high school, it should be 
the farmer's college designed to train the 
rural boys and girls for the farm rather 
than away from the farm. It should cer
tainly teach the farmer's boys and girls 
the science and art of agriculture, the 
world's greatest business. The consoli
dated school should be outstanding in its 
efforts to bring about a more equitable 
balance between urban and rural life so 
that the standards of living and the 
levels of intelligence in the rural com
munity may be maintained on a par with 
those of the urban community. If the 
rural consolidated school neglects to em-

phasize the opportunities on the farm and 
neglects to help the boys and girls, men 
and women, in and o11t of school to solve 
their economic and social problems so 
that the economic and social status of 
the farmer becomes so improved that the 
rural community, as a result of this type 
of work, becomes more attractive as a 
place in which to Jive, the consolidated 
school has failed in its principal function 
and is not worthy of the farmers' sup
port. It is no doubt true, in a small de
gree at least, where the consolidated 
school has the good fortune to be led by 
a strong rural-minded principal or su
perintendent that it does help to make the 
rural community more attractive and does 
bring about a more just balance between 
rural and urban life. It is my opinion, 
however, after having spent most of my 
life in the open country with the farm
ers and a large share of this time as 
superintendent of rural consolidated 
schools that a vocational agriculture de
partment in a rural consolidated school 
offers the real solution of the rural prob
lem. This is my eleventh year as super
intendent of consolidated schools in this 
particular rural community. I have 
watched the school clistri·ct grow from 
its one- and two-room schools to a four
year state high school district. During 
the first nine years of my work here we 
did not have a vocational agriculture de
partment and although we did teach agri
culture, had active 4-H boys' and girls' 
clubs, maintained excellent extra cur
ricula activities and entertainments for 
social and economic development of the 
community, I felt that we were not solv
ing the rural problem but were doing our 
best, unconsciously, perhaps, to train our 
boys and girls for opportunities of our 
cities to which our Lincolns go but from 
which they never return to the farm. 

It was this situation which urged me 
to make clear to our progressive school 
board the idea that if we in the future 
expect to properly serve our boys and 
girls and the community through our 
schools we must take advantage of the 
opportunity offered by the Federal Vo
cational Act of I9I7 and employ a voca
tional agriculture instructor. As a result 
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our school board last year employed Leo 
Knuti to take up this work. The follow
ing is a brief statement of work accom
plished the first year. T_he effect of the 
work upon the commumty has far ex
ceeded our expectations and I am sure 
with the spir it that now p~evails . the 
vocational agricultt:re work will contmue 
to grow in effectiveness. 

The activities of the department were 
immediately organized so as to empha
size the four types of work that are usu
ally clone by active agriculture depart
ments. 

I. A ll clay instruction 
2. P;:;rt time instruction 
3. Evening class instruction 
-+· Extension or community activities 

All Day Instruction 
Through the all clay instruct_ion tl~e 

boys take one or more courses m agn
culture. The work is based directly upon 
the needs of the individual boys and 
their home farms. The farms become 
the laboratory where the boys, in co
operation with their parents, un_cler the 
direction of the teacher of agnculture, 
work out the theory and practice neces
sary for successful operation of the home 
farm. Last year. which was our first 
attempt at vocational agriculture, nine
teen high school boys out of twenty
eight boys enrolled in the high school 
took vocational agriculture. These boys 
are not on ly more interested in school 
than eyer before but are learning to 
achieve by doing. They are laying the 
cornerstone for future success whether 
they choose to live in the country or in 
the city. Some of the boys as a result 
of their vocational agriculture training, 
are planning to get all the education they 
can get and to make farming their life 
work. During the year th1s group of 
boys beside,; their regular school work 
completed nineteen dairy rec'?rds. forty
three one-tenth acre commerc1al ferttl1zer 
plots, nine seed treatment plots-using 

*Died, December 14. 1929. 

Semesan Bel and acicluated corrosive sub
limate for potatoes and formaldehyde on 
four fields of oats and barley. Nine 
acres of alfalfa were planted by the boys 
on farms that never tried alfalfa. The 
boys put on a parents' and sons' banquet 
collect ing all the food from the indi
vidual farms. A complete survey was 
made of 120 farms. Individual achieve
ments arc too many to mention except 
that at the State High School J uclging 
contest \ Valter Esko won first place in 
judging Jerseys and \Vaino Luusua third 
in horses and Ernst Fredrickson second 
in judging hogs. At the State 4-H Club 
J uclging contest Harry Lehtinen repre
sented Carlton County as a member of 
the team which won first in the State and 
third in the National Dairy Show. 

P art Time Instruction 
In a rural community like ours where 

the farmers are pioneers, the farms 
small and the fami lies large, many boys 
cannot attend high school. They get no 
technical farm training and usually stay 
at the farm home until they are old 
enough to do a man's work when they 
drift to the cities seldom to return and 
if they do return it is on ly to continue 
the same old-fashioned farm methods, 
without adequate training. The agricu l
ture department gi\'es these boys the 
chance and opportunity in life to learn 
while they work. Last year we had nine 
boys enrolled for part time instruction 
and this year we have sixteen. The work 
they do is simi lar to the work clone by 
the a ll day classes except that less time 
is spent away from the farm. 

Adult Education 
The adult farmers and their wives 

cannot find time to attend all-clay classes. 
~r any ha,·e not had any training whatso
ever in the job of farming successfully. 
The Danish folk schools function for the 
adult farmer but in America our con
solidated schoo ls have clone very little for 
the rural folks. The vocational agricul
ture department has here an excellent 
opportunity for service. Last year 107 
fanners and their wives enroll ed in our 
class for adult farmers . The effect of 
the work done in this class can best be 
expressed in the new and progressive 
attitudes and improved neighborhood 
spirit the farmers have since shown ~o
wards the schools and the co-operat1ve 
community work for improved farm prac
tice. 

Community Service 
Extension or community \\'Ork should 

be one of the functions of the consoli
dated school. \ Vithout a full time agri-
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culture instructor very little systematic 
community work can be done. The ex
tension work done by our department 
consists of three types: 

( 1) As a result of the evening class a 
very active farmers' club was organized. 
This club meets monthly. From fifty to 
two hundred farmers attend. At these 
meetings such problems as the following 
arc discussed : purebred sires, better seed, 
feeding of dairy cattle, seed treatment, 
treatment of potatoes for late blight and 
insects, culling of poultry, women's work, 
small fruit, and diseases of cattle. A 
definite program is arranged for each 
meeting of the year. As a result of the 
farmers' club, new varieties of seed were 
introduced, four purebred bull s were pur
chased and one farm tour was held in 
July to in spect improved farm practices. 
A community fai r was held in August 
with 760 entries of farm animals, farm 
produce, women's work, and -t-H club 
actiYities. Three hundred and sixty do l
lars were awarded in prizes and $198 left 
in the treasury for the 1930 fair. 

(2) -t-H Club work needs no introduc
tion to farmers in Minnesota. It is of 
national importance. Through the leader
ship of our vocational agriculture in 
structor, Mr. Knuti, ably assisted by the 
home economics instructors, Miss Elna 
Anderson, Miss Lila Knuti, and 11rs. 
Waldron Davis, the 4-H club work last 
year greatly emphasized the va lue of our 
agriculture department as a factor in com
munity work. Twenty-three calf club 
projects were compleLed. Forty-eight 
do llars and two halters were won at the 
local and county fa irs and one calf club 
member, Harry Lehtinen, was, as pre
viously mentioned, a member of the State 
4-H Club judging team. Thirty-four gar
den projects and one poultry project were 
completed. Forty-nine garment projects 
were ·completed. Al l exhibited at the 
county achievement day and first places 
were won in both A and B classes. Four 
sets oi garments were sent to the State 
Fair. Twelve exhibited at the local fair. 
winning $12.50 in cash prizes and a $25 
silk dress. Twenty bread-baking projects 
were completed. The Class A bread
baking team won first place at the county 
achievement day. One member, Cecelia 
Mattson, won reserve championship in 
Class A and grand championship in quick 
bread at the 1929 State Fair. She won 
$1z8.37 in cash prizes including a $too 
scholarship. Ten home furnishing proj
ects were completed . One of these was 
sent to the State Fair. Twenty-three po
tato vrojects were completed. Twenty
four dollars were won in prizes at the 

local, county, and Biwabic fairs and at 
the national potato show in Chicago. Two 
colt projects were completed and the colts 
were exhibited at the county fair. 

(3) Miscellaneous activities. The agri
culture department distributed 1225 bulle
tins on dairying, gardening, turkey rais
ing, poultry, potatoes, and purebred sires. 
Se\'en thousand two hundred notices of 
meetings were sent out to the fanners. 
Three hundred sixty-eight letters includ
ing 200 on gardening were sent out to 
the local farmers. Eleven articles of 
special interest to the farmers were pub
lished in the papers. The agriculture 
instructor made 224 farm visits in the 
interest of better farm practices, prepar
ing feed rations, judging stock, culling 
poultry, etc. Thirteen trips were made 
with local farmers to other commun ities 
to inspect or secure better stock. 

Space does not permit mention of all 
acti,· iti~s. However, I believe, as con
vinced by my experience and knowledge 
of rural life. that the vocational agri
culture department in our or a11y rural 
consolidated school district offers the 
most practical solution of the rural prob
lem. It provides the educational envi ron
ment wh ich makes the farm an inexhaust
ible chemical economic, and biological 
laboratory where labor mixed with brains 
makes an acre as big as the ability of 
the man who owns it. It makes the 
school an institution that not only gives 
its farm youth a smatter ing of chem
istry, physics, algebra, history, and Eng
lish, but also fits them for active par
ticipation in rural life with a heart and 
head to resolve and contrive and a hand 
to execute the work of their fathers, 
home, and country. 

/\_ L. \ Vinterquist, 
Superintendent of Thomson 

Consolidated Schools 

OBJECTIVES FOR FARM PRAC
TICE 

The following represents a list of ob
jectives for farm practice as outlined by 
the members of the fa ll quarter class in 
Agricultural Edncation 181, Teaching 
Agricultur<:, College of Agriculture, Uni
vers ity of Minnesota, 1929. The reader 
should he reminded that these objectives 
arc not pre~ented because they represent 
a complete category of farm practice ob
jecti,·es hut becanse they represent the 
pre-experience point of view of a group 
of prospective teachers of agr icu lture. 
The objectives should have value to the 
experienced teacher because they should 
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stimulate thinking in terms of farm prac
tice activities of farm boys. Are these 
pre-experience teachers far off in their 
concept of what should be accomplished 
through the farm practice program? 

r. To help the boys to learn how to do 
the things that should he done to be suc
cessful in the chosen farm occupation. 

2 . To provide opportunity for the prac
tical application of some of the theory 
studied in school. 

J. To provide an open field for the 
study of new problems. 

4. To get the student more deeply in
terested in his chosen field of work or to 
show him that he is getting into an oc
cupation for which he is not well suited. 

s. To help the student to earn and sa,·e 
some money while he is in school. 

6. To help the student to learn to 
analyze situations, select materials, par
ticipate in activities, express himself and 
to build up desirable attitudes. 

7. T o provide definite steps of accom
plishment so that the student may con
tinue on the up grade and not slip back 
to the place from which he started. 

S. To motivate the school activities and 
the farm improvement work. 

g. To provide opportunities for par
ticipation in co-operative activities. 

ro. To provide opportunities for the 
instructor to become better acquainted 
with the parents and a lso to learn many 
things about the needs of the students as 
a basis for improvement in teaching. 

I r. To meet the state and federal re
quirements for securing aiel for agricul
ture. 

12. To provide opportunity for stu
dents to secure personal satisfaction from 
some definite achievement. 

IJ. To secure definite improvement in 
practices on the farms in the community 
so that, as an accumulative effect over a 
period of years, the improvement of the 
practices on the farms may raise thl 
general standard of rural living in that 
locality. 

f4. To give the teacher a bigger ancl 
better chance to grow professionally. 

The students who contributed to the 
formulation of the above objectives 
would be benefited by securing the re
action from experienced teachers. Any
one who is interested in communicating 
with them may do so by writing to the 
chairman of their class committee, Wilho 
Martin, Box 698, University Farm, St. 
Paul, Minnesota. A. M. F. 

PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST 
FOR FUTURE FARMERS 

OF AMERICA 
~fr. ]. A. Linke, Federal Agent for 

Agr icultural Education, writes that ar
rangements have been completed for 
holding a National Public Speaking Con
test at the next Iational Congress of 
the Future Farmers of America in 
Kansas City. The contestants should 
be members of the F. F. A. 

Prizes 
The following prizes have been as

sured : 
$soo for first place. 
$300 for second place. 
$200 for third place. 
$roo for fourth place. 

In addition to the prizes, arrangements 
are under way whereby all the contest
ants at Kansas City will have their 
tra\'eling expenses paid. 

Subjects 
Contestants may select anyone of the 

foilowing subjects: 
r. What the F. F. A. May Mean to 

American Agriculture. 
2. The Relation of the Farmer to the 

Success of the Federal Farm Board. 
J. Cooperative Marketing as a Solu

tion of Farm Problems . 
..j.. The Opportunities for and Limita

tions of Corporation Farming. 
s. What My Home Project in Voca

tional Agriculture Has Taught Me About 
Farm Operation and Management. 

6. Equalization of Taxes as a Farm 
Relief Measure. 

7. The Machine Age and Its Effect on 
American Agriculture. 

8. The Values of the Federal Farm 
Loan System to the American Farmer. 

Plans for the Contest 
The plans for the public speaking con

tes t provide for an elimination contest 
to select a state winner to represent Min
nesota in the Regional contest. The 
winner from the Region will enter the 
national contest at Kansas City. To se
lect the state represetative it seems de
sirable to have the state divided into 
about five sections from which contest
ants wil1 be selected to compete in a 
state contest. The state contest will 
probably be held sometime in May. More 
complete instructions will be sent to 
teachers as soon as final arrangements 
are made. The tentative plan should be 
brought to the attention of students so 
that they may begin preparations. 

A.M. F. 


