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F. G. Wells, of Big Falls, writes: 
'·My work here is a little different, I 
believe, from that of most of the agri
cultural men. Besides teaching the 
agricultural classes in this school, part 
of my work consists in the prepara
tion of material to be taught to pupils 
in the 7th and 8th grades of all the 
other schools in the district. And I 
am expected to visit these schools and 
see that the material is taught, get 
acquainted with the pupils, and hold a 
class myself. To date, I have visited 
thirtv-two of these schools. You will 
need- to come up to Koochiching 
County to visit some of these schools 
on the very edge of civi lization-and 
some of them just a littl e off the edge 
-reall y to understand what traveling 
to them means, and what the teaching 
conditions are like. There is, how
ever some very fine material to work 
with in many of these schools. 

"For my first trip out, I have b.een 
carrying a microscope. removing the 
lower lens from the low-power ob
jective for certain objects, and intro
ducing the pupils to a new conception 
of the house-fly. It seems to be a 
good way to get acquainted, and is 
proving as amusing to me as it seems 
to be instructive to the youngsters. 

"I am very must interested in the 
possibilities of the motion picture as 
an educational as well as an entertain
ing factor in schools. I have just been 
autho ri zed to raise funds for the 
equipment of a motion picture truck 
to be used in the schools of this dis
trict that can be reached by such a 
vehicle." 

Pupils' Interest in Fairs 

Instructor Smith, of :-.felrose, be
lieves that he arouses interest by tak
ing his classes to county fairs to look 
over the prize winning exhibits. His 
boys won first and second places in 
the stock-judging contests at the coun
ty fair and eighth at the state fair. 

EXPERIENCE OF VALUE 

"Six young Chippewa County farm
ers had the privilege of attending the 
Junior Livestock' show at South St. 
Paul on \Veclnesday, Thursday, and 
Friday of this week. They are mak
ing the trip because of their excell ent 
" ·ork in the Boys' and Girls' Club 
,,·ork of the county, and are guests of 
their seniors who are interested in the 
development of the livestock industry. 
J. H. Lefforge of the lo cal high school 
faculty accompanied the winners. 

"Tiais trip is rightly considered as 
a fitting climax of a pt·ofitable year of 
club "·ork. To attend the show as 
guests of the Minnesota Livestock 
Breeders' association by whom the 
show is planned and financed, is an 
opportunity that comes to only a few 
boys and gir ls. In the calf club the 
two members who received the high
est placing in their respective classes 
at the county fair a re the only ones 
eligible to enter this show. No mar
ket pig was sent, as none was exhibit
ed at the county fair. 

"The judging work was carried on 
as a part of the animal husbandry 
course at the high school. Some judg
ing was done at the fair and two 
judging trips per week have been tak
en since that time. Arthur Adamson 
and Paul :McRoden are the judging 
team representing Chippewa county. 
The judging contest was h eld at Uni
versity Farm Wednesday morning and 
the livestock show at South St. Paul. 
Here it was the duty of each club 
member to fit and show his own calf. 
Those who attended report that it was 
an impressive part of the work to see 
from 100 to 200 club members wash
ing, grooming, and fitting their calves 
for the exhibition. Most of the calves 
were sold at auction after the show, as 
this large number of choice baby 
beeves attacts buyers who are willing 
to pay a premium for a fancy animal. 

"Chippewa county was represented 
by a fine lot of calves and much credit 
is due the club members who fitted 
them. One calf has made the phe
nomenal gain of three pounds a day 
since the county fair.-The Monte
video News. 
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VARIETY IN METHOD 
The following suggestions fpr in

troducing variety in method ana sus
taining interest, as given to the teach
ers of agriculture in !'\orth Carolina, 
are worthy of particular notice: 

I. Use the farm papers regularly. 
A number of the teachers plan for at 
least part of a period each week, indi
vidual reports and discussions of ar
ticles of particular interest in agricul
tural papers. 

2. Put on the blackboard or chart 
the weekly market reports. A graphic 
market chart of some of the important 
products of the community, plotted in 
each week, lends considerable interest 
to the market study. 

3. Let students report on new bulle
tins containing results of recent inves
tigations. 

4. Organize debates on agricultural 
or rural community topics. 

5 \tV rite letters, giving directions for 
the culture of some crop, for care of 
stock, for making handy farm devices, 
etc. 

6. Let students prepare talks for the 
agricultural club. 

7- Have them report the res ults of 
projects. giving interpretation of re
sults, efficiency factors, things to do 
and 110t to do, gained from their ex
perience. 

8. Plan contests of various kinds. 
9. Let the teacher subordinate him

self and allow a student to plan and 
conduct a field trip on a subject of spe
cial interest to him. 

IO. Socialize the method in the 
classroom.-Texas Agricultural Edu
cation Monthly Letter. 

The earlier we can get a boy started 
on a definite co urse of action the more 
effect ive will be the result in connec
tion both with his project and with the 
teaching of agriculture. In the first 
place the teacher is handicapped in 
the presentation of his work if the pu
pils are undecided on th eir projects. 
Another reason for an early choice is 
that there are many things which a 
pupil shou ld do in the fall. If he is to 
grow a crop he can not intelligently 
choose it and plan for it until he has 
decided on a suitable piece of ground. 
Likewise the later study in relation 
to fertilizer. lime, or tillage will be less 
effective if he has no definite field un
der consideration. The selection of 
seerl in the fa ll is a most important 
matter. Many potato projects were 
given up last spring because the boys 
had failed to secure seed before the 
scarcity and high prices occurred. 

If a pupil is going to conduct an 
animal project he will get much more 
from the classwork if he can work at 
the project and study at the same 
time. The most pertinent problems 
are ant icipated problems long in ad
,·ance of the beginning of the actual 
work. 

There may be some situations in 
which it is impracticable for the boy to 
start work before spring, but there 
are very few cases in which it is not 
possible to persuade a pupil to rlo 
something in preparation earlier in th·~ 
year. The important thing is for the 
I •oy to make a decision and if poss:ble 
to strengthen that decision by the 
making of a lease or contract or the 
actual inYestment of money in some 
phase of his work.-New York Stat~ 
Agricultural Teachers Bulletin. 

"Paw and Maw" 

"One of the best features of the 
Smith-Hughes idea is the close rela
tion that exists between instructor, 
parent, and pupil. No vocational 
teacher can do this work successfullv 
until he has become acquainted with 
the parents and home conditions of 
every pupil in. the class. Why not tie 
up the community interest by giving a 
reception for 'Paw and Maw' some 
thing along the Y.M.C.A. plan of 
'Father and Son' evening? Arrange for 
a feed-'Maw' will help with that, but 
be sure that there is something on the 
program to get 'Paw' out as weli."
Salem (Oregon) News-Item. 



THE VISITOR 3 

THE PROJECT 
"But the basis of all agricultural 

work is the project. The boy of 
fourteen to eighteen summers delights 
as new life bursts in on him from 
every side, to look on something and 
say, 'that is mine'. We taught the 
boy the idea of pure hreed, of how to 
feed, and how to care for animals, in 
the classroom. but it was when he 
>vent home at the end of the day and 
,,·e1.t out to care for the pigs, the 
sheep, the cow. the baby beef. or the 
colt, that his heart swelled with pride 
as he said. 'this is mine'. A new in
terest has come into his life in con
nection with school, something worth 
while for which to live. The project is 
everything. If it fails the teaching of 
agriculture has failed. 

"The old system was to stick dog
gedly to the textbook. Under the new 
system. magazines. bulletins, and farm 
papers are used freely. The boy's 
horizon is broadened. He learns to 
gather information from every source. 
One period each week was taken fo1· 
informal discussion of items gleaned 
from the above sources. Oftimes dur
ing these discussions the teacher was 
interrupted by the request. 'Let me 
talk next.' .The boys bubbled over 
with enthusiasm."-::\. C. Agricultural 
Monthly. 

SHORT COURSE WORK 
":\fy experience of the last winter 

has led me to feel that some short
course work is almost essential to any 
agricultural department which aims to 
be really efficient. I believe that a 
good short course is of value to the 
community, the agricultural depart
ment, and most important of all, the 
teacher himself. Such work acquaints 
the teacher with the vital problems of 
the community, leads him really to 
know the agriculture of his region. 
keeps him 'close to the ground,' so to 
speak. and as a result of all this as
sists him immensely in putting on a 
worth-while, practical course for his 
regular students. A good short course 
will bring together some of the best 
farmers of a given locality, and thus 
rai se to a little higher level the farm
ing business of that community. A 
short course properly conducted will 
secure for our departments the sup
port of practical farmers, which we so 
much need if our regular course is to 
be successful."-The Monthly News 
Letter, Oklahoma. 

A FARMERS' GET-TO-GETHER 
The Visitor wishes to commend the 

ennterprise of the local school authori
ties shown in the following account of 
a farmers' get-together at Blooming
ton, :\[innesota. 

"On Friday evening. Novembe r 26. 
the high school assembly room was 
the scene of as pleasant a social gath
ering as has ever been staged in 
Bloomington. Ninety-seven men. 
young and old. from every walk of 
life. set out in spite of a dreary eve
ning' to attend their first. 'Get-to
gether' and it was a real 'Get-to
gether'. 

"The hall was beautifully decorated 
in natural colors by Harry Johnson. 
our effic ient engineer. The floral d<'co
rations. from Bergstrom's greenhouse, 
put the final touch to the beautiful 
arra,-. 

"Pirst came the bounteous dinner
one of the kind that makes a man's 
spirits rise in proportion to the ca
pacity of his stomach. The ladies of 
the Oak Grove church certainly de
serve all the praise that men can be
stow upon them for the splendid din
ner. and the young ladies who served 
must also be praised for their work. 

"Among the speakers were Pro
fessor A. 11. Field of the College of 
Agriculture. L. G. Klefsaas, Agricul
ture. Instructor, and Superintendant 
T. C. Engum. A committee of three 
was chosen to make plans for a simi
lar meeting at some future date. 

"Never has a jollier group of men 
left a gathering of any kind, than de
parted for their respective homes that 
evening. Everyone was thoroly sat
isfied and happy. Such expressions 
were heard as, 'When are you going 
to have the next one?', 'Be sure to call 
me up for the next Get-to-Gether, I 
ha,-e had the best time of my life'. The 
ladies of the community said that they 
were happy over the fact that their 
husbands had such a splendid time 
and hoped that ,they might have the 
privilege of another such occasion."
Bloomington Community Service. 

"WHOA" 
"The race has been held back a lot 
By those who think we lack a lot 

Of patience and of prudence if we let 
the wagon go, 

Who only seem to sit and grasp 
The tail-board, in a fit, and gasp 

Out warnings against progress in the 
exclamation 'Whoa·'" 

Journal of Educati~n. Octo'ber 14, 1920 
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A CORN PROJECT 
A pupil in the Alexandria high 

school has given the following ac
count of his corn project: 

"I agreed to raise at least five acres 
of corn, take care of it. and keep 
records. The seed corn that I was to 
plant was tested in school previous to 
planting. and I also studied about corn 
during the winter. On the first of 
April all the agricultural classes were 
let out to begin their project work. 
:Manure had been appli ed during the 
winter and finished during the early 
spring months, making an average of 
fourteen (seventy-bushel manure 
spreader) loads to the acre. The land 
was plowed in the spring as soon as 
the ground was dry enough to work, 
at an average depth of seven inches. 
Later the land was disked and gone 
over with a spring-tooth harrow and 
once with a smoothing harrow to con
sen·e moisture. The seeding was done 
at the time the land was disked and 
harrowed. The corn was checked in 
at the rate of three kernels to each hill, 
and for the whole field it took three
fomths oi a bushel of tv! innesota No. 
1 l ~<'eel corn. 

The corn was cultivated three times 
lengthwise and two times across, 
which makes a total of five cultiva
tions. It was cultivated the first time 
before the corn was up and then, as 
soon as it was two weeks old, it was 
cross-cultivated as close to the hills 
as possible without injuring the roots. 
The corn land was cultivated with a 
two-hor e riding cultivator with six 
shove ls, three on each side of the corn 
row. The corn was harvested with a 
corn binder that ties in bundles, and 
is similar to a g rain binder. The corn 
shocks contained twenty bundles to 
each shock. There were one hundred 
and thirty shocks of corn to the whole 
field . About the first of September I 
started to select seed corn, which was 
a slow but interesting job, because I 
could make good use of what I had 
learn ed in school about judging and 
selecting the best ears of corn. I picked 
during three days fifteen hundred ears, 
which made about ten bushels. The 
corn was selected before cutting. 

"The best method of drying seed 
corn is in a well ventilated room with 
windows open and plenty of air. The 
room in the house that I stored my 
seed com in is large enough to hold 
fifteen bushels of corn and there is 
room enough to move around without 
any trouble. All the seed corn that I 
picked was tied on lin es that run 

across the whole room and fastened 
to the wall by staples on screws. I 
left the husks on the ears so as to 
make it more convenient for tieing. 
1 he purpose of stringing the seed corn 
on these lines is to prevent the rats 
from eating and injuring the corn." 

GETTDJG STARTED 

H. J. Olin, of Rochester, Minn., 
writes: "We are just starting project 
work here. Just now we are visiting 
such farms as Mayowood, Graham
holm, and Haling. The first two 
have dairy stock and the last Poland 
China pigs. The pupils have animal 
husbandry, dairying, poultry, horticul
ture. shop wo rk, English, mathe
matics. penmanship. spell ing, and 
gymnasium. We receive nothing but 
encouragement here. All boys who 
care to work for board and room are 
located in excellent places. vVe have 
the cooperat ion of the county superin
tendent, senior and junior high school 
principals, secretari es of civic and com
merce associations, and Child vV elfarc 
League. W. C. T. U., Y. 11. C. A., 
and rural pastors. 

THE LOCAL PAPER 
The Visitor wishes to commend the 

suggestion, made in a news item of 
this issue, that the agricultu ral in
structor should usc the local paper to 
advance the cause of agricultural edu
cation in the community. Some of the 
features which he may include in his 
contributions to the press are as fol
lows: Project results and stories, 
club activities, field trips , lists of new 
bulletins and books, original discus
sions of local farm problems, rural 
meetings properly recorded, school
room events, examples of cooperation 
between farm hom es of former pupils, 
progress in local farming cond itions 
and results noted, editorials of a 
"boosting" spirit on farmers' cooper<l
tive organizations, rural recreation, 
good roads, consolidation of schools, 
etc. 


