
Head at the University of Nevada at Reno. As Dean, Dr. 
Thawley had a strong commitment to outreach at the 
College and saw the Leman Conference as a great oppor
tunity to help the swine industry. He encouraged faculty 
in their efforts to build a quality program each year and 
provided the staff to support a conference of this size. He 
will be remembered for his commitment to the growth 
and success of the Allen D. Leman Swine Conference. 

Regardless of all the efforts previously mentioned, you 
the individuals who attend the Leman Conference, are 
the most important reason for success. Without your pres
ence, there would be no need for this meeting. Your com
mitment to your education brings you here. You have chal
lenged yourself and others to be better. We want to meet 
that challenge. 

Thank you for attending the 1998 Allen D. Leman Swine 
Conference. Please feel free to suggest ideas to improve 
future conferences. 

- Charles H. Casey, DVM 
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Isolation From Four States of Mexico 
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The worldwide economical impact of the 
porcine reproductive and respiratory 
syndrome (PRRS) over the pork industry is 
still a threat since the first isolation of this 
infectious agent, in 1991. The serological 
evidence of PRRS antibodies reported in 
Mexican swine, since 1994, as well as the 
clinical problems related from different farms, 
urge isolation of the virus. 

This study included: a serological survey, 
clinical analysis and viral isolation. Blood 
samples were taken from pigs at 13 farms 
located in 5 different states of the country 
where respiratory problems and reproductive 
failure were constantly affecting the herds. 
The clinical signs within the herds showed an 
increased number of abortions, mummies and 
stillborn, premature and late-term farrowing, 
anorexia and respiratory problems. At pos/
mortem examination it was observed cyanosis 
in ears, conjuntivitis, interstitial pneumonia, 
esplenomegalia, haemohrragic and necrotic 
placentitis. 

Antibodies were identified by ELISA IDE XX 
herdchek kit, and serology was practiced on 
860 serum samples from pigs of all ages and 
physiological-productive stages of each farm. 
Positive serology was evident in a 62% for 
Guanajuato state, 73% in Puebla, 15% in 
Veracruz, 55% for State of Mexico and 93% 
at Sonora where high SIP ratio was observed. 
The surveillance demonstrated that 535 (62%) 
serum samples had PRRS antibodies while 
325 (38%) samples were negative. 

A three day culture of cell lines MARC-145 
and CL-262I were inoculated with 200J.ll. of 
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serum sample (either positive or negative 
serology) for the PRRSV isolation including 
as positive control the RespPRRS ML V 
vaccine. Those samples showing CPE were 
collected for IFA using also both cell lines in 
LAB-TEK chambers inoculating 100J.ll. per 
well over an 8 hr. monolayer culture. 
Monoclonal antibody SDOW 17 and SR 30 
FITC conjugates were added and a bright 
green cytoplasmic fluorescence within 
individual cells indicated a positive reaction to 
PRRSV. Titration was done by TCID50 assay 
applying the Reed and Muench method. 

The PRRSV was isolated from swine at 3 
farms of Guanajuato, 3 farms of Puebla, 2 
farms from Veracruz and I from State of 
Mexico. A total number of 57 isolates were 
obtained from pigs of all ages with either cell 
line CL-262I and/or MARC-14S showing a 
typical PRRS cythopatic effect characterized 
by vacuolization and pyknosis starting at day 
2 or 3 post-inoculation. Viral titres were 
between ]02 and 1034 TCIDsofml. 

The results demonstrated presence of PRRS 
antibodies at herds in five states. The presence 
of PRRSV is evident at growing and finishing 
pigs including pregnant sows and boars 
located in 9 productive units at four states of 
Mexico. The isolates were obtained from . 
animals either with positive or negative 
serology, which implies that the lack of 
antibody detection within a herd not 
necessarily means that the virus is absent from 
apparent healthy pigs at productive units. 


