
[In these minutes: 2013-14 possible agenda items] 
 
STUDENT SENATE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE (SSCC) MINUTES 
 
SEPTEMBER 19, 2013 
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes represent the 
views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate, the Administration, or the Board of Regents.] 
 
PRESENT: Prahith Chakka (chair), Ben Baglio, Justin Goodroad, Andrew McNally, Ryan 
Olson, Alex Stangel. 
 
ABSENT: Frank Farleo, Karl Freese. 
 
GUESTS: Rachelle Alcini. 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Members introduced themselves. 
 
2. CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
Prahith Chakka said that he would like to use today’s meeting to shape the path for future SSCC 
and Student Senate meetings.  He would like the Student Senate to take action on a resolution 
that deals with fiscal transparency.  The Student Senate has approved two previous resolutions 
related to this topic but he feels that due to the President’s recent announcement to cut $90 
million over six years, a stronger push is needed with a more specific message so that students 
know where cuts are being made and how those cuts will affect their education. 
 
3. STUDENT ASSOCIATION/ASSEMBLY UPDATES 
 
Ben Baglio said that MCSA had a big turnover from last year so its processes are just beginning.  
It will be helping with mental health awareness next week on campus. 
 
Justin Goodroad noted that CSA has met and all its positions are filled.  House members were in 
Crookston recently to tour the current wellness center and see the need for funding this cycle for 
an updated facility. 
 
Ryan Olson stated that MSA will be electing its second SSCC member next week.  At the last 
MSA meeting mayoral debates and a voter registration drive were discussed.  MSA has restarted 
its internship program and will be changing its constitution to make senators voting members of 
MSA. 
 
Andrew McNally reported that GAPSA met last night and discussed their platform points for the 
year which include the tuition structure for professional schools, internal GAPSA funding, 
international students, and evaluation of graduate education including having graduate students 
participate at all levels of program reviews. 
 
4. DISCUSSION OF SSCC/STUDENT SENATE ITEMS FOR 2013-14 

• Sexual Assault Policy is vague.  Changes could make it more accessible for victims, 
provide more academic punishments for the accused, and provide more health resources. 
[Regents Policy was updated in May 2012 and Administrative Policy on Sexual Assault, 
Stalking, and Relationship Violence was updated in July 2013] 



• Gender neutral housing – the new housing facility at Morris was supposed to be green 
and offer a gender neutral option but neither has happened.  The new facility is also for 
upper classmen, many of whom have already moved off campus if they are seeking a 
gender neutral option instead of having to live in a single.  MCSA is pushing for this 
option and received positive feedback from President Kaler, however more support is still 
needed. 

o Twin Cites offers a living-learning GLBT community but it is underutilized as 
most students do not realize that it is an option 

o The Office of Equity and Diversity and the GLBT program office might also be 
able to offer support 

• International student issues – GAPSA is discussing this topic now and might have a 
resolution to bring to a later meeting 

• Graduation rates for students of color – recent accountability report showed that previous 
4-year graduation rate for Twin Cities students was 58 percent compared to 43 percent 
for students of color.  These rates have improved to 73 percent for all students and 61 
percent for students of color.  Both are showing an upward trend but the percentage for 
students of color is still lagging the overall student body. 

 
5. APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 4 STUDENT SENATE AGENDA (ATTACHED) 
 
The agenda was approved as amended. 
 
6. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
With no further business, Prahith Chakka thanked all members for attending and adjourned the 
meeting. 
 
Becky Hippert 
University Senate 
 


