
Head at the University of Nevada at Reno. As Dean, Dr. 
Thawley had a strong commitment to outreach at the 
College and saw the Leman Conference as a great oppor
tunity to help the swine industry. He encouraged faculty 
in their efforts to build a quality program each year and 
provided the staff to support a conference of this size. He 
will be remembered for his commitment to the growth 
and success of the Allen D. Leman Swine Conference. 

Regardless of all the efforts previously mentioned, you 
the individuals who attend the Leman Conference, are 
the most important reason for success. Without your pres
ence, there would be no need for this meeting. Your com
mitment to your education brings you here. You have chal
lenged yourself and others to be better. We want to meet 
that challenge. 

Thank you for attending the 1998 Allen D. Leman Swine 
Conference. Please feel free to suggest ideas to improve 
future conferences. 

- Charles H. Casey, DVM 
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Using peR for PRRS on Semen to Screen 
Boars for Entry into a Boar Stud 

Mark Eisenhart, Bill Brown 
DEKALB Swine Breeders, Inc. 

Introduction. In the last ten years since the 
PRRSV has infected herds in the United States, 
researchers have shown that PRRSV infected 
replacement breeding stock can be a source of 
virus and thus clinical outbreaks in commercial 
swine herds. Veterinarians have been 
attempting to evaluate serologically positive 
replacement breeding stock to try to determine if 
those animals are shedding the PRRS virus. 
Pre-entry isolation procedures have been 
implemented to: acclimate incoming animals to 
herd pathogens, allow animals a period of time 
to clear PRRS virus without reexposure, and to 
allow testing protocol to be completed that try to 
evaluate those replacements and reduce the risk 
of carrying PRRS virus into the herd. One of the 
testing procedures that has been uti I ized in 
evaluating boars pre-entry to an AI collection 
boar stud is the peR (polymerase chain reaction) 
for PRRS. The most common samples for peR 
analysis have been serum and semen. The 
following is a retrospective compilation of data 
from a testing program that used peR for PRRS 
on semen over a two year period to evaluate 
boars during pre-entry isolation as to whether or 
not they were shedding the PRRS virus. 

General information. From April, 1996 to 
November, 1996 (GROUP A), the pre-entry 
isolation period for this AI collection boar stud 
was 30 days. Beginning on day 25 of isolation, 
100% of the boars in isolation had semen 
collected. That raw semen was submitted 
chilled or frozen for peR for PRRS and the 
results were used to evaluate the readiness of 
those animals for entry into the AI collection 
boar stud. If any animal was positive for 
PRRSV on the peR test, then that animal and 
the animals in the neighboring crates were 
retested at 10 days post first collection and again 
at 15 days post first collection. 
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From November, 1996, to August, 1998 
(GROUP B), the pre-entry isolation period for 
this AI collection boar stud was extended to 60 
days. Beginning on day 45 of isolation, 100% 
of the boars in isolation had semen collected. 
That raw semen was submitted chilled or frozen 
for peR for PRRS and the results were used to 
evaluate the readiness of those animals for entry 
into the AI collection boar stud. If any animal 
was positive for PRRSV on the peR test, then 
that animal and the animals in the neighboring 
crates were retested at 10 days post first 
collection and again at 15 days post first 
collection. 

Results. GROUP A totaled 131 boars. Of those 
animals, 12 (9.1 %) were positive for PRRSV on 
peR at 25 days isolation or greater. Of those 
positive animals, zero (0%) were positive on the 
second collection 10 days post first collection. 
Zero (0%) were positive on the third collection 
15 days post first collection. Neighboring boars 
to positive animals were never positive on 
subsequent collections. 

GROUP B totaled 440 boars. Ofthose animals, 
7 (1.6%) were positive for PRRSV on peR at 45 
days isolation or greater. Of those positive 
animals, I was positive on the second collection 
10 days post first collection. One animal was 
positive on the third collection 15 days post first 
collection. Neighboring boars to positive 
animals were never positive on subsequent, 
collections. 


