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Introduction 
Prostaglandin-F2α   (PGF2α) has been 
suggested to facilitate training of sexually 
active boars to mount artificial sows for 
semen collection, the use in boars is 
considered off level. 32 boars from a 
University boar stud were treated with 
PGF2α to determine: Treatments required 
before mounting, side effects, minimum and 
maximum dose testosterone levels, semen 
quality changes, long-term effects post-
treatment. Blood samples were taken after 
treatment to measure Testosterone peak 
levels, time of onset, response and duration. 
Semen collections were evaluated for 
volume, concentration, and total number of 
cells, motility and progressive motility using 
Spermvison® at 1, 7, 14 and 21 days post 
treatment. Data analysed performing 
regression models utilizing the backwards 
elimination in Statistix ®. 
 
Results  
On average 1.6 treatments were required to 
jump the phantom sow within 8-10 minutes. 
Erythema, pruritus, itching, fever, urination, 
and defecation observed at 5 mg, abdominal 

muscle spasms, tail movements, increased 
vocalization, and salivation at 10 mg. And 
vomit in at 20 mg, 10 % of the boars showed 
increase irritability and aggression towards 
the dummy and collectors. Testosterone 
levels rose within 10 min, peak in 30 min 
and wane within 60 min. Testosterone level 
remain unchanged for boars with < 20 
nmol/L pre-treatment regardless of dose 
applied. The ejaculation volume increased 
(P<0.001) but no effects in concentration, 
total cells nor motilities at collection, 7, 14 
or 21 days post-treatment (P> 0.1). 
 
Implications 
Administration of PGF2α (Lutalyse®) has 
often been used to aid the libido and desire 
of the boar to jump the dummy during 
training. Boars with poor libido have a 
correlation with low Testosterone blood 
levels, there is little effect of PGF2α in these 
boars, long term use of the PGF2a should be 
discouraged and is un- necessary and the 
product only should be used after a 
prescription is written by a licensed 
veterinarian.   

 




