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Newly weaned piglets often drink excessively, 
have difficulty initiating feeding behaviour and 
develop oral behaviour problems which are 
considered to be redirected suckling. In a 
previous study we found that piglets weaned at 
15 days and provided a push-lever bowl drinker 
used significantly less water, ate more in in the 
first few days after weaning and performed less 
belly nosing compared to piglets with nipple 
drinkers.  This suggests that either the motor 
patterns involved in drinking or the satisfaction 
derived from performing these motor patterns, 
differ between drinker devices and that drinking 
from a bowl may somehow satisfy the young 
piglet’s desire to suck.  If that is the case, piglets 
weaned at different ages may prefer to drink 
from a specific type of drinker.  
 
The objective of this experiment was to 
determine piglets’ preferred drinker type at two 
weaning ages. Twenty-one litters were split-
weaned at 20 and 28 days of age into pens of 8 
piglets (n=104). Each pen contained three 
drinkers: a push-lever bowl (Push Lever; Drik-
O-Mat® weaner bowl, Egebjerg; flow rate = 740 
ml/min), a float bowl (Float; Jeffers Pets, 
Aquadish™ Automatic Waterer, 16-Al, Dothan, 
AL, USA) and nipple drinker (Nipple; S.M. 
Bauman Mfg., 3/8” stainless steel Piggy 
Drinker, Model XYZ, Wallenstein, ON, Canada; 
flow rate = 475 ml/min). Water usage, water 
wastage and water consumption were measured 
daily for 10 days. Drinking behaviour was 
observed from videotapes watched continuously 
during the first 2 days and scan sampled every 5 
minutes on days 9 and 10 after weaning.  
 
Piglets spent a negligible amount of their 
drinking time at the Float. Piglets weaned at 20 
days consumed equal amounts of water from the 
Nipple and Push Lever (Nipple: 338 ± 32 
ml/pig/d; Push lever 323 ± 29 ml/pig/d) but 
wasted more water from the Nipple (P<0.001; 

Nipple: 587 ± 69 ml/pig/d; Push lever: 10 ± 2 
ml/pig/d). Those weaned at 28 days consumed 
and wasted more water from the Nipple 
(P<0.001; Consumed, Nipple: 799 ± 56 
ml/pig/d; Push Lever: 238 ±28 ml/pig/d; 
Wasted, Nipple: 1029 ± 89 ml/pig/d; Push 
Lever: 22 ± 3ml/pig/d). On days 9 and 10 post-
weaning, piglets at both weaning ages spent the 
same amount of time drinking. However, piglets 
weaned at 20 days spent twice as much time at 
the Push Lever as the 28 day weaned piglets 
(P=0.03). While piglets weaned at 20 days 
consumed equally from the Nipple and Push 
Lever drinkers, they were less efficient in their 
use of the Nipple drinker, wasting 64% of water 
used (versus 53% for piglets weaned at 28 days; 
P<0.01).  
 
Piglets of both ages avoided the Float, likely 
because the water was often soiled with feces. 
Younger pigs consumed proportionally more of 
their daily intake from the Push Lever and 
wasted more water when drinking from the 
Nipple than did older piglets. These data 
indicate that preferences for drinker types and 
efficiency of drinking from different drinkers are 
affected by weaning age. The younger piglet 
may benefit from having a Push Lever drinker. 
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