
Minitex Digitization, Cataloging & Metadata Mailing - June 2013 1

DIGITIZATION, CATALOGING 
& METADATA MAILING

June

A Publication of the Minitex Digitization, Cataloging & Metadata Education Unit

Cataloging & Metadata

RDA Notes
Mark K. Ehlert, Minitex/DCME

Relationships: Codes and Designators

As you may already know, name access points in RDA records—whether main 
entry or added entry—can include optional relationship designators: these 
are terms stuck at the ends of those entries that specify the role the named 
individual or group plays in the context of the piece being cataloged: author, 
composer, illustrator, actor—the list goes on.  These terms, found in RDA 
Appendix I, chiefly live in the 1xx and 7xx $e; 111 and 711 access points use $j.

Conversely, catalogers have had MARC relator codes at their disposal for years 
now.  You may have seen these three-letter subfield-4 codes in many records 
for audiovisual and music works, if much less so for other formats. 1  Common 
ones are those for actors ($4 act), composers ($4 cmp), performers ($4 prf), 
singers ($4 voc).

Some (like me) have been waiting for the day when the two lists were 
synchronized, thus giving catalogers the option to employ one form or the 
other in their records.  Well, LC’s Network Development and MARC Standards 
Office has now announced the “reconciliation” of RDA relationship designators 
and MARC relator codes.  Several new codes, stemming from RDA terms, found 
their way to the list, such as:

abr (abridger)
edc (editor of compilation)
isb (issuing body)
jud (judge)
tld (television director)

Two new codes now substitute for a couple of old codes; the second one below 
has a big impact on records for music recordings.

clb (collaborator) is now covered by ctb (contributor)
voc (vocalist) is now covered by sng (singer)

In a few instances, multiple RDA designators collapse into a single relator code: 
composer and composer (expression) are both represented by cmp.

And as before the update, there are more MARC codes than there are RDA 
designator terms; for instance, frg (forger), anl (analyst), and dub (dubious 

1  In pre-RDA practice, it’s common to only employ $4 relator codes in 7xx added entries.  Under RDA, 
giving these in 1xx fields may become much more routine if 1xx $e use is any measure. 
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RDA On-site Training in Moorhead
Mark K. Ehlert, Minitex/DCME

It may be summer, but RDA training doesn’t stop 
for vacation.  July will see two training sessions in 
Moorhead, MN, on the campus of Minnesota State 
University Moorhead.  Please note that these are 
identical sessions, both covering RDA basic copy 
cataloging for common library formats like books, 
videos, and sound recordings.  Point your browser to the 
links below for workshop descriptions and registration 
information.

A minimum of 6 attendees must register for a workshop 
to guarantee its undertaking; sessions with low 
enrollment may be canceled or rescheduled.

RDA: The Basics for Moorhead (Mid-July)
July 12, 2013
Minnesota State University Moorhead, Moorhead, MN

z.umn.edu/rdamoorhead1

RDA: The Basics for Moorhead (Late July)
July 26, 2013
Minnesota State University Moorhead, Moorhead, MN

z.umn.edu/rdamoorhead2  

Cataloging & Metadata

Correction
Mark K. Ehlert, Minitex/DCME

The “RDA Notes” article in the May 2013 issue of the 
Mailing includes an erroneous URL.  The link to the “RDA 
Implementation Checklist” should read:

z.umn.edu/rdaworkday2013

This mistake applies only to the print version of the 
Mailing; the online version has already been corrected.

My apologies for the error and any inconvenience this 
caused.  

author) are not found in RDA.

Community best practices have yet to be worked out 
fully, so I can only speculate how catalogers may end up 
applying these to RDA records.  The general trend may be 
to prefer an RDA designator, if one’s available.  If there is 
none, then the MARC relator code list becomes your go-to 
source, preferring a specific term over a general one.  As 
a last resort, use a general term from RDA like creator or 
contributor.  In all cases, there may be a preference for 
using the spelled out form ($e/$j) over the coded form 
($4). 2

With changes to the MARC standard, a one- to three-
month waiting period is typically enforced after an official 
announcement to give vendors time to update their 
systems.  This particular revision includes a 30-day delay, 
putting the start date at July 1, 2013.  OCLC users must 
wait until OCLC makes their own disclosure on availability.

There are other details I won’t get into to keep this article 
at a manageable length.  For guidance, stay tuned for best 
practices documentation being released over the next 
few months from the Music Library Association (for music 
scores and recordings), 3 from OLAC (for DVDs and Blu-
rays, to begin with), 4 and from other sources.

The full announcement on the relator code update is 
available on the MARC website:

www.loc.gov/marc/annmarcrdarelators.html

A separate list of the new codes is also found there:

www.loc.gov/marc/relators/tn130531rel.html

See the following page for a complete inventory of MARC 
relator codes in both alphabetical code order and term 
order:

www.loc.gov/marc/relators

If linked data is more your style, relator term records are 
found on the LC Linked Data Service site:

id.loc.gov/vocabulary/relators.html

Now, if only MARC officials would create codes for 7xx $i 
designators like adapted as a motion picture (work) and 
electronic reproduction of (manifestation)...  

2  RDA 0.12 mentions that when using terms or codes not found in RDA, 
the source for these should be given.  By applying codes in the $4, you’re 
informing catalogers and systems that the MARC relator list is the source for 
the codes; this can’t be done so cleanly with spelled out $e/$j terms alone.

3  A draft version from February 2013 is available at:  z.umn.edu/ed7

4  A draft version is scheduled to be issued before the end of June.

z.umn.edu/rdamoorhead1
z.umn.edu/rdamoorhead2
z.umn.edu/rdaworkday2013
id.loc.gov/vocabulary/relators.html
z.umn.edu/ed7
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Missspelings, extra spaces, random; punctuation/ and 
wEird capitalizaTion: Are any of these issues with your 
metadata? Open Refine (formerly Google Refine) is a 
powerful tool that can solve all of these problems with a 
single click. Even more amazing, Open Refine allows you 
to transform your data from one format to another, extend 
it with web services, and even connect it to linked data 
sources like Freebase. This presentation will show just how 
useful this tool can be for local database projects like the 
Minneapolis Community & Technical College Zine Collec-
tion as well as messy MARC records in your ILS. The world 
of metadata has been rapidly changing and it’s time to get 
your data out of the 1990s, clean it up and be ready to link 
to the wider world of information!

Who Should Attend?
Metadata specialists, systems librarians, and technical 
services managers.

Presenters
Sarah Weeks, Head of Tech Services for the St. Olaf 
College Libraries and Elissah Becknell, Zine Librarian and 
Instructor at Minneapolis Community & Technical College 
Library. 

Electronic Resources Workflows and Tools
Wednesday, Oct. 23, 1:00 p.m - 2:00 p.m. Central

z.umn.edu/eka

This webinar will cover key points to consider, tools, and 
workflow options in managing electronic resources. Most 
libraries use multiple tools and approaches to manage 
e-resources, which brings benefits and challenges. Speak-
ers will provide insights and perspectives on ERM systems, 
supplemental processes to fill gaps in functionality, and 
those systems’ interoperability with patron-facing inter-
faces.

Who Should Attend?
Those responsible for electronic resource management.

Presenters
Dawn Hale, Head of Technical Services, Sheridan Libraries 
of the Johns Hopkins University; Kari Schmidt, E-Resources 
Librarian & Co-Interim Director for Information Delivery 
Services, American University Library, Washington, DC; 
Laura Wrubel, E-Resources Content Manager, George 
Washington University Libraries. 

Copyright Management for Online Courses?
Wednesday, Nov. 11, 1:00 p.m - 2:00 p.m. Central

z.umn.edu/ek6

Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) are sweeping 

Cataloging & Metadata

Upcoming ALCTS Training 
Opportunities
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME

It has been a few months since we advertised the 
American Library Association ALCTS  (Association for 
Library Collections & Technical Services) webinar schedule.   
Note that we have two librarians from Minnesota 
presenting the Sept. 18 “Using Open Refine to Update, 
Cleanup , and Link Your Metadata to the Wider World.” 

Managing E-Resources Cataloging: Impact and 
Insight
Wednesday, Aug. 21, 1:00 p.m - 2:00 p.m. Central

z.umn.edu/ek8

In this one hour webinar, we are going to focus on 
managing the cataloging activities for all types of 
e-resources that a typical academic or research library will 
acquire, which will be divided into two different workflow 
namely cataloging and loading. We will cover aspects 
including:  

• Collaboration with other units in the library, especially 
the Acquisition’s E-resources group and collection 
managers.

• How to motivate staff.

• What tools can help.

• How to prepare oneself to be a good manager for 
e-resources cataloging.

Learning Outcomes
After the webinar, attendees will have a bigger picture 
about the variety of e-resources cataloging activities 
and have a better understanding on how to manage 
the cataloging of e-resources with a limited and diverse 
staffing.

Who Should Attend?
Cataloging managers or supervisors, catalogers at an 
academic library setting and other library tech services 
librarians and staff who deal with e-resources.

Presenters
Sherab Chen, Associate Professor and Cataloging 
Coordinator at the Ohio State University Libraries. 

Using Open Refine to Update, Clean up, and 
Link Your Metadata to the Wider World
Wednesday, Sept. 18, 1:00 p.m - 2:00 p.m. Central

z.umn.edu/ek9

z.umn.edu/eka
z.umn.edu/ek6
z.umn.edu/ek8
z.umn.edu/ek9
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the country and libraries and librarians are watching this 
development carefully. This series of four webinars will help 
librarians gain an understanding of the complexity of the 
MOOC “movement,” learn how to support students and 
faculty engaged with MOOCs, become familiar with the 
copyright and intellectual property requirements in relation 
to MOOCs, and hear what the future may hold for MOOCs.
The third webinar, “What a Difference a MOOC Makes: 
Copyright Management for Online Courses?” will be 
presented on Nov. 11.  Libraries have become more 
proactive about educating users with regard to their rights 
and responsibilities vis à vis copyright and the presenter 
will offer insights into the library’s role in settings beyond 
the traditional classroom model.

Who Should Attend?
Librarians, library administrators, and library educators 
interested in supporting and enhancing libraries’ 
preparation of and participation in MOOCs.

Presenters
Kevin L. Smith, Director of the Copyright and Scholarly 
Communications Office, Duke University.

Evaluating Print Book & E-Book Patron-Driven 
Acquisitions
Wednesday, Nov. 13, 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. (Central)

z.umn.edu/ek7

This webinar will describe two patron-driven acquisitions 
(PDA) models:

• buying print books based on interlibrary loan 
borrowing requests and

• the current e-book model working with an e-book 
aggregator or a library book vendor

The session will describe several approaches for evaluating 
the success and effectiveness of both models. Evaluation 
points include considerations such as subsequent 
circulation, appropriateness to the collection of purchased 
titles, subject analysis, cost analysis, and even a peek at the 
difference in future performance between user-selected 
and librarian-selected e-books.

Learning Outcomes
Learn several ways to evaluate the performance and 
effectiveness of PDA plans. Feel more confident about 
the effectiveness of PDA plans based on one library’s 
experience with a print PDA plan (from 2000 to the 
present) and an e-book PDA plan (from 2011 to the 
present).

Who Should Attend?
Librarians with responsibilities in reference, collection 
management, assessment, electronic resources, 
acquisitions, collection development.

Presenters
Suzanne M. Ward, Head, Collection Management, Purdue 
Libraries; Rebecca A. Richardson, Electronic Resources 
Librarian, Purdue University.  

Digitization & Preservation

Digital Preservation Highlight:  
Checksum Verification Tools
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME

One practice that can help with the long term preservation 
of your digital content is to perform 
regular checksums.  A checksum 
will show you if the original digital 
content has changed over time or 
during a transfer from one storage 
location to another.  “A checksum 
is an algorithm run on a document 
whose resulting number is referred 
to as the checksum value. The 
checksum value is a unique number 
assigned to a document based on 
the document’s content at the bit 
level.  After this checksum value 
is known, a checksum can be re-

calculated on the document again at any time (z.umn.edu/
ek1).”  

How do you determine a checksum value of a digital 
file in the first place?  Well, there are tools that can 
help you do that.  And, these same tools can help you 
compare checksum values over time.  If the numbers have 
changed, you know that the original file and the one you 
are checking are no longer identical (though running a 
checksum will not tell you what has changed).  

How do you determine what checksum tool will best fit 
your needs?  Well, as a starting point, I would look at a 
white paper Carol Kussman (Minnesota State Archives, 
Minnesota Historical Society) wrote.  It is called “Checksum 
Programs Evaluation,” and in it, she gives a general 
introduction to checksums, a recent project she worked 
on to evaluate checksum programs that would be able 
to verify digital content she was sending to an offsite 
repository, and an overview of each program.  The five 
programs she chose to test can all be found on the web. 

z.umn.edu/ek7
z.umn.edu/ek1
z.umn.edu/ek1
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They are:

• FastSum
• ExactFile
• HashMyFiles
• File Checksum Integrity Verifier Utility
• Checksums for Windows

What’s more, Carol wrote step-by-step guides for how 
she installed, ran, and evaluated each of these tools!  In 
addition to the five tools mentioned in the white paper, 
another was just added in June called FastSum.  Visit 
the following webpage to download any of these PDF 
evaluations:

z.umn.edu/ek0  
 

Digitization & Preservation

MN Digital Library 11th Annual 
Meeting Summary
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME

Over 120 staff from libraries, archives, historical societies, 
museums, and other cultural heritage institutions attended 
the Minnesota Digital Library’s 11th Annual Meeting on 
June 4, 2013.

This year the keynote 
speaker and a number 
of sessions focused on 
the theme of digital 
storytelling.   The day 
began with a welcome by 
Minitex Director Valerie 
Horton, followed by the 
keynote address by Michael Mouw.  View the recording 
here:

z.umn.edu/elg

The Minnesota Digital Library Update followed the 
keynote, with members from the MDL Management 
Team presenting about Minnesota’s contribution to the 
Digital Public Library of America, what’s new in Minnesota 
Reflections, metadata changes for Minnesota Reflections 
contributors, digital preservation activity in Minnesota, and 
an update on the Minnesota digital newspaper project. 
Watch the full recording:

z.umn.edu/elh

The afternoon offered six breakout sessions on digital 
storytelling, digital preservation, Minnesota’s contribution 
to the Digital Public Library of America, using tablets for 

museum tours, building connections with social media, 
and free and easy tools to create timelines (Timeline JS) 
and other visualizations of digital content (Viewshare 
and HistoryPin).  Visit the MN Digital Library 11th Annual 
Meeting webpage for more information:

z.umn.edu/ekb  
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HathiTrust and DPLA Partnership
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME

The Digital Public Library (DPLA) and The HathiTrust 
Digital Library will partner to add all of HathiTrust’s public 
domain and open content 
metadata records (3.5 
million) to the DPLA 
repository.   With the 
addition of the HathiTrust 
records, the DPLA will more than 
double in size, making DPLA the 
single largest content hub.  The 
press release states:

 “DPLA, like HathiTrust, was founded on the belief that 
digital collections in aggregate become much more 
valuable than the sum of their parts,” Wilkin said [John 
Wilkin, HathiTrust Executive Director]. This shared vision 
was a strong incentive to overcome barriers to the 
partnership. The HathiTrust metadata will be contributed 
under the terms of a Creative Commons “CC0” license, 
and Wilkin cites the support of OCLC, the worldwide 
library cooperative, for the contribution of records possibly 
derived from its WorldCat database. 

The partnership began officially on June 18, and the data is 
currently being transferred to DPLA.  DPLA will be adding 
an interface for searching books to add to the current map 
and timeline views currently available on the site.  Read the 
full press release:   

z.umn.edu/eke  

OCLC

Skip Prichard named OCLC President 
and CEO
OCLC: edited

OCLC announced in early June that Skip Prichard will be 
the next OCLC President and CEO.  An experienced senior 

z.umn.edu/ek0
z.umn.edu/elg
z.umn.edu/elh
z.umn.edu/ekb
z.umn.edu/eke
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executive in the information services market, Prichard 
has led multi-national organizations that serve libraries 
across the full spectrum of library services and content 
needs.  Most recently, he was President and CEO of Ingram 
Content Group Inc., which provides a broad range of 
physical and digital services to the book industry.  Prichard 
will succeed Jay Jordan, who will retire June 30 after 15 
years as OCLC President and CEO.  He will serve as OCLC 
President-elect, effective June 3, and will officially become 
President and CEO on July 1.  Read the complete news 
release here: 

z.umn.edu/ek4  

OCLC

Public Libraries Partner with Redbox 
and OCLC to Pilot Community 
Initiative
“Public libraries were chosen as a launching pad for 
‘Outside the Box’ because they are trusted institutions 
in local neighborhoods,” said Chrystie Hill, Community 
Relations Director for OCLC. “Like Redbox, libraries are 
committed to providing access to popular content and 
programs, to engaging and building communities, and 
contributing to local development.  We’re thrilled to bring 
five leading libraries together with Redbox and the Project 
for Public Spaces to kick off this innovative program.”

“Outside the Box” was developed and funded by Redbox 
to provide communities with a variety of resources to 
produce fun and meaningful entertainment experiences. 
Through the program, Redbox provides event resources 
as well as local marketing support to participating 
communities, while program partners OCLC and the 
world-recognized experts at the Project for Public Spaces 
lend dedicated project management and place-making 
expertise.  Each participating community is able to select 
unique materials to support its events, such as outdoor 
movie screens, blankets, tents, tables and seating, stages, 
or licensed access to movies or games.

With libraries leading the local activities, “Outside the Box” 
kicks off in five communities in 2013.  This summer and fall 
each community will design and host entertainment events 
ranging from arts festivals to concerts, outdoor movies 
and more. Chosen based on key characteristics such as 
geographic and ethnic diversity, median household income 
and local leadership, the five partner communities and 
libraries include:

• Billings, Montana (Billings Public Library)

• Chicago, Illinois (West Town Branch of the Chicago 
Public Library)

• Columbia, South Carolina (Richland Library)

• Columbus, Georgia (Chattahoochee Valley Libraries)

• Cuyahoga County, Ohio (Cuyahoga County Public 
Library)

Details about the Outside the Box programs can be found 
on the OCLC website:

z.umn.edu/ekg  

OCLC

EZproxy 5.7 release available 
OCLC; edited

For those who use EZproxy to provide remote access to 
licensed content, the following announcement will be of 
interest. 

New features recently added to EZproxy 5.7 increase the 
system’s flexibility for additional local control, including the 
following:
 
A new config.txt option, MimeFilter has been added to 
allow EZproxy to determine which object types should 
support URL rewriting. This way, libraries can have finer-
grained control over what object types (javascript, pdf, 
text or HTML) are being proxied, allowing greater flexibility 
in configuring access to e-content.

In the admin server status screen, a checkbox for location 
has been added.  If checked, the display includes relevant 
geolocation information for all sessions on the status 
screen. By including location, library staff can now see 
where their users are located when accessing e-content.

When using LDAP authentication, expressions are now 
accepted for the BindUser and BindPassword directives. 
This change allows EZproxy administrators to use more 
complex expressions to derive bind usernames and bind 
passwords, giving them more flexibility to meet campus-
specific requirements. 

EZproxy now supports the range of cipher options using 
the SSLCipherSuite syntax and options supported in the 
Apache web server, giving you more control over security 
settings with EZproxy.  Use the configuration statement 
SSLCipherSuite to specify the cipher options.

Many general bug fixes and additional security issues were 
also addressed in this release.

z.umn.edu/ek4
z.umn.edu/ekg
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EZproxy Hosted Service Available
 
A hosted version of EZproxy is available.  Libraries 
that subscribe to the hosted version are automatically 
and seamlessly upgraded with each new release of the 
service. They also enjoy 24 x 7 x 365 support for off-site 
authentication of electronic content with no servers or IT 
infrastructure required.

OCLC encourages you to upgrade to EZproxy 5.7 or 
move to the hosted version to stay current with the latest 
features. Please review the enhancements page and 
upgrade at your earliest convenience.
 
For more details and a full list of changes, visit:  

z.umn.edu/ekc  
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This calendar primarily lists events scheduled by 
Minitex, although other events are included. This is an 
informational posting only, registration materials are sent 

separately.  If you would like your event included in the 
calendar, please call Kay Kirscht at 612-624-3532.

MINITEX CALENDAR
Training, Meetings, and Conferences

JULY 

 11 
CatExpress: Copy Cataloging with CatExpress
1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online Training Session

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=244

 12 
RDA:  The Basics for Moorhead
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
DCME In Person Training
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=496

 12 
AskMN Librarian Refresher
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference Outreach & Instruction Training Session
http://www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=489

 16 
AskMN Admin Training
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., CST
Online Reference Outreach & Instruction Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=493

 18 
AskMN Librarian Refresher
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference Outreach & Instruction Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=490

 23 
AskMN Librarian Training
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., CST
Online Reference Outreach & Instruction Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=494

 24 
AskMN Librarian Refresher
12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m., CST
Online Reference Outreach & Instruction Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=490

 24 
Connexion Client Module 02: Basic Bibilographic 
Searching
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online Training Session

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=387

 26 
RDA:  The Basics for Moorhead
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
DCME In Person Training
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=497

AUGUST

 4 
CONTENTdm Basic Skills 1:  Getting Started
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=389

 6 
CONTENTdm Basic Skills 2:  Working with Text
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=390

 8 
Connexion Client Module 4: Save Files, File Management, 
and Batch Processing
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=409

 9 
CONTENTdm Basic Skills 3:  Maintaining Collections
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=391
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