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Announcements

OCLC Credits
Carla Dewey Urban, Minitex/DCME

OCLC has been talking for a while now about re-vamping the credit incentive 
structure.  The OCLC Global Council named an Advisory Group on Incentives 
and Credits which spend 18 months examining the issues and gathering input 
from members.  Their recommendation to Global Council is that the Financial 
Credits Program be phased out gradually through June 2016. In April, OCLC 
Global Council approved the Advisory Group’s recommendations which will go 
to the OCLC Board of Directors for consideration.

We do not know exact details about how this will be accomplished, but, for this 
coming fiscal year (FY14), there are only two small changes to the credits for 
OCLC Cataloging subscribers:

OTC1071 - Cataloging Online Holdings Deletion Credit
• $0.25 per record (FY13)

• $0.20 per record (FY14)

SBC0961 - Cataloging Searches Over 12,000/month Credit
• $0.097 per search (FY13)

• $0.064 per search (FY14)

There were no changes this year for OCLC Resource Sharing credits.

If you’d like to know more about the analysis and reasoning, there are a variety 
of resources:

• A recording of a Dec. 17, 2012, OCLC webinar on the topic:  

z.umn.edu/dtb

• The Advisory Group’s final report

z.umn.edu/dta

• The OCLC-Cat listserv, where OCLC posts announcements and members 
react and comment.  Go here to subscribe to this electronic list: 

www.oclc.org/email.en.html

One way to provide feedback to OCLC on this topic might be to contact one 
of our regional OCLC delegates who are interested in hearing from OCLC 
members in our region about this and other OCLC-related issues:

Wilbur Stolt, Director of the University of North Dakota Libraries, and 
recently elected Vice-Chair/Chair Elect of OCLC’s Americas Regional 
Council.  Wilbur also served as a member of the Advisory Group on 
Incentive and Credits.  He can be reached at wilbur.stolt@library.und.edu.
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Ann Pederson, Medical Librarian at Altru Health System in Grand Fords, ND, and OCLC Global Council Delegate.  She 
can be reached at (701) 780-5187 or apederson@altru.org.  

Announcements

New Oral History:  Peter Jarnstrom
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME

A new interview with Peter Jarnstrom has been posted to the Minitex Oral History Project webpage.  Peter Jarnstrom 
began his career at the library of Minnesota State University, Mankato in 1980. He started out in cataloging and moved 
into interlibrary loan where he works at present as ILL Technician.

In his interview Peter discussed:

• Using the new OCLC Interlibrary Loan system in the early 1980s.

• Major innovations (custom holdings and interlibrary loan fee management) to the OCLC 
interlibrary loan service that resulted in less manual and more automated workflows for 
staff.

• Development of PALS (Project for Automated Library Systems) to include a fully integrated 
interlibrary loan module, making it easier for libraries within the consortium to borrow and 
lend materials.

• An early 1990s periodical disaster at Memorial Library.

Peter also shared his experience working on two major projects that Memorial Library underwent in the 1980s when he 
was in the cataloging department: Reclassification of their entire library collection from the Dewey Decimal Classification 
system to Library of Congress classification system and retrospective conversion of catalog cards to tape.  Listen to or 
download the recording here: 

www.minitex.umn.edu/40th/Jarnstrom.aspx  

Cataloging & Metadata

Linked Jazz Project
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME

Since I wrote about linked data last fall (Sept. 2012 DCME Mailing:  OCLC Linked Data Developments), there have been a 
number of fascinating projects cropping up all over the world.  I would like to highlight just one this month, the project 
called Linked Jazz.  To review:  at its most basic definition,  linked data is “a method of publishing data so that it can be 
interlinked and become more useful on the web.” 1  More background information on the topic can be found in the Jan. 
2012 Mailing (look for the ALA Midwinter Summary article):  

z.umn.edu/dw6

Linked Jazz
I came across the Linked Jazz project a few months ago, but took a detailed look at the project only recently, and I 
even had a chance to use their crowdsourcing transcript tool (52nd Street) to help in the effort to expose relationships 
between jazz musicians through linked open data.

What Is Linked Jazz?
The Linked Jazz project is an ongoing project “investigating the potential of the application of Linked Open Data (LOD) 
technology to enhance the discovery and visibility of digital cultural heritage materials.”  The project team wants to 

1  Definition from Wikipedia:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linked_data

mailto:apederson@altru.org
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determine how to extract names and relationships from archival documents and convert those relationships into a linked 
open data dataset.  They developed their own jazz name authority file and tools to be able to create and show the social 
relationships among the jazz musician community.    

How They Did It
First, they needed to create a jazz name directory to help identify personal names of the jazz artists included in 
interview transcripts.  They looked at other names authorities in the library community, like the Library of Congress 
Name Authority File and the Virtual International Authority File (VIAF).  However, they found that both resources were 
not comprehensive enough for their project.  They also looked at other name resources like the All Music Guide to Jazz 
and the Jazz Discography (www.jazzdiscography.com), but the data was either not publicly available (open) nor in a 
compatible linked data format.  So, they decided they needed to build their own jazz name directory.  They chose to use 
DBpedia as a starting point, which is essentially Wikipedia represented as linked open data.  DBpedia can be queried 
using the linked open data query language SPARQL, and they grabbed the URIs for the names of the jazz artist names 
they could find.  They also mapped to the Library of Congress Name Authority File and VIAF to integrate the name 
directory with preferred and alternate terms of the names.  According to a video overview of the project, the Linked Jazz 
name directory consists of 8,725 unique names of jazz musicians, marked up in N-Triples (a type of encoding format/
serialization for expressing information as RDF). That is the back end of the Linked Jazz name directory.  On the front 
end, they designed an interface that allows for the curation of the linked jazz name authority by their staff.

After they built the name directory, the next step was to examine the transcript documents and find all the names 
mentioned in them.  They built a transcript analyzer to match personal names, corporate names, and geographic names 
mentioned in the transcripts to their name directory.  The transcript analyzer also breaks the interview transcripts into 
specific sections that are used later in their transcript crowdsourcing tool, 52nd Street.  The trancripts came from a few 
open access archives like the University of Michigan and the Smithsonian, to name two.

The next step in their project?  They needed to be able to describe the relationships between the jazz musicians.  They 
created a crowdsourcing tool called Linked Jazz 52nd Street.  This tool takes the name of the interviewee and pairs it 
with other jazz musician names mentioned in the transcripts.  What is exciting about this tool is that anyone can help 
contribute to the effort!

Test Driving 52nd Street
I signed up for an account (which took about 2 minutes to set up a username and password) to test out their 52nd Street 
tool (linkedjazz.org/52ndStreet) Here’s a small snapshot of the process.

After logging in to the tool for the first time, I was presented with a welcome message asking me if I wished to take a 
guided tour through the use of the tool.  Basically, you start by picking a jazz artist from a list that displays on the left of 
the screen.  I chose to start with Roy Eldridge, a prominent American jazz trumpet player and an influential musician of 

Figure 1:  transcript segment to analyze

the swing era.  After choosing the name, I was presented with a segment of text from an interview transcript.
Next I was asked to define the relationship between Roy Eldridge and Herb Alpert and could choose from various 
options to describe their relationship.  See Figure 2 on the next page.

http://www.jazzdiscography.com
http://linkedjazz.org/52ndStreet
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Based on the text given to me, I could really only deduce that Roy Eldridge “Knows of” Herb Alpert.  This is the most 
basic level of relationship.  As soon as I clicked on “Knows of” the relationship was defined, and I imagine, behind the 

scenes that the relationship is then expressed in some serialization of RDF.  You may recall 
that RDF is the standard model for data exchange on the web, using URIs (URLs) to name 
the relationship between things, expressed in the form of a triple (subject, predicate, 
object) So, when I used the transcript tool to say that Roy Eldridge knows of Herb Alpert, 
that statement can be expressed as a triple with URIs for each name (from the linked jazz 
name directory).  Eventually, when the project is complete, they will have a linked open 
data set containing triples such as this.

I spent about a half hour analyzing this particular transcript interview with Roy Eldridge, 
defining the relationships between him and the other jazz musicians that he mentioned, 
using the available options within the tool (collaborated with, influenced by, knows of, etc).  
When I was finished, I received the message:  “Woah!  You process the entire transcript, 
way to go!  You have earned 125 points from this transcript.”  I’m not quite sure where the 
points are reflected, but this is a prototype version so perhaps they will be used in the full 
version.

According to Linked Jazz 52nd Street webpage, when I last checked, they have about 
23% of the relationships defined from the transcripts that they have.  While the tool is a 

prototype, they plan to release this tool and others eventually as open source projects, and release the dataset as a 
linked open data dataset.  I’m really excited about the prospect of using their tool for local projects in the region.  What 
linked data sets could we create with these same tools for our collections?

Lastly, they have developed a visualization tool that allows one to see how the linked data created with the 52nd Street 
tool can be presented:

linkedjazz.org/network

You can click on any jazz artist and see all the connections crop up around them, play a YouTube clip of the artist, or 
read a short bio about them.   Right now there are a few different viewing modes available within the visualization tool.  
Figure 3 shows a screenshot from the “fixed” mode.  

Figure 2: Relationships

Figure 3: Linked Jazz Visualization Tool

This mode “...pins the individuals with the most connections to the outside.”  Using my example from earlier, I’ve moused 
over the bubble for “Roy Eldridge” and I can see he has lots of connections, and the people listed on the outside have 
the most connections to other jazz musicians overall.  If you’re interested in learning more about the project, I’ve listed a 

http://linkedjazz.org/network
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few resources below.

Linked Jazz Website

linkedjazz.org

Video:  Linked Jazz:  Exploring Archives Through Linked Open Data
A review of the Linked Jazz project and a quick look at the tools 
vimeo.com/54674757

Pattuelli, M.C. (2012). Personal name vocabularies as Linked Open Data. A case study of jazz artist names. Journal of 
Information Science, 38(6), 558–565. [Preprint].
z.umn.edu/dww  

Cataloging & Metadata

RDA Notes
Mark K. Ehlert, Minitex/DCME

RDA’s Sway over LCSH
Though a lot of focus has been paid to the effect of RDA on name and title access points, we should also be aware of 
its repercussions on Library of Congress subject headings (LCSH).  Some subject headings by their very nature include 
terms or phrases that mirror those found in name and title access points.  Violoncello was mentioned in last month’s 
Mailing.  Another prominent one is Koran.  This past March saw Koran exchanged for Qu’ran in title authority records and 
access points.  April, in turn, brought revisions to subject headings with Koran and its variants, such as:

• Old heading:  Koran and philosophy 
New heading:  Qu’ran and philosophy 
Authority record:  lccn.loc.gov/sh85072991 

• Old heading:  God (Islam)—Koranic teaching 
New heading:  God (Islam)—Qu’ranic teaching 
Authority record:  lccn.loc.gov/sh85055573

Further commentary and a list of RDA-impacted subject headings are available here:  

www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/subjects-RDA-changes.html

RDA may affect future application of subject headings too.  Family name access points, for instance, may eventually be 
suitable, though that’s not the case at present.  LCSH only allows broad family name headings as subjects, even if the 
material cataloged centers only on one particular family.

100 3- Kane (Family : $g Kane, Thomas L. (Thomas Leiper), 1822-1883)
245 10 Kane family photographs and albums.
520 2- Photographs show several members of Thomas L. Kane’s family and close friends. ...
600 30 Cain family $v Photographs.

There’s also the question on whether subject authority records for non-human and fictional characters will merge with 
or remain separate from name authority records for the same character.  Today, for instance, there are two records for 
Sherlock Holmes, one for a subject heading:

• 150 -- Holmes, Sherlock (Fictitious character) 
Authority record:  lccn.loc.gov/sh85061506 

And another for a name access point:

http://linkedjazz.org
http://vimeo.com/54674757
http://z.umn.edu/dww
http://lccn.loc.gov/sh85072991
http://lccn.loc.gov/sh85055573
http://lccn.loc.gov/sh85061506
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• 100 1- Holmes, Sherlock 
Authority record:  lccn.loc.gov/no2013039964

A rule change set for release in July will ask catalogers to 
append parenthetical suffixes like (Fictitious character) 
to these sorts of name access points to underscore their 
fanciful status, not to mention to distinguish them from 
any real persons possessing the same name. 2  But as the 
Holmes examples demonstrate, the parenthetical addition 
to the latter heading would create a matching pair of 
access points, each serving a different purpose.  Still, will 
future policy allow these two authority records to merge?

RDA Implementation Checklist
Back in late April, I gave a short presentation on RDA 
implementation at the PALS “Acquisitions/Serials and 
Cataloging Workday” event. 3 I commented broadly on 
the topics of training, documentation, workflows, and 
application of cataloging rules, peppering a few cataloging 
examples here and there to illustrate my points.

As a later addendum to that presentation, I have pulled 
together a series of questions that catalogers, other 
library staff, and administrators may ask as part of the 
RDA implementation process.  I can only ask questions, of 
course, not give answers.  The latter only you the reader 
can contribute, based on the public whom you serve, the 
catalog system you employ, the number and experience 
of cataloging staff at your institution, the realities of 
budgetary constraints, and so on.

Another point I made in passing; RDA has over 160 
alternative and optional instructions scattered about 
its text.  Some affect copy catalogers, others original 
catalogers; some are linked to data in bibliographic 
records, others with authority record data; some apply to 
the cataloging of common formats, others to archives, and 
others still to rare print materials.  To this addendum I have 
included a complete list of those alternative and optional 
instructions.  The list stems from the May 2013 version 
of RDA, grouped by MARC tag family (This file will be 
available after May 24).

z.umn.edu/rdaworkday2013  

Digitization & Preservation

Digital Preservation Highlights
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME

This month I came across two resources that can help get 
you started practicing, or at least thinking about digital 

2  The wording of the revised instruction is available online:   
    z.umn.edu/dti

3  Here is the event’s program:  z.umn.edu/dt8

preservation both personally and at your organization.   

50 Digital Preservation Activities You Can Do
This is a list from the Library of Congress’ digital 
preservation blog, The Signal.   The resource contains 
some simple tasks that you may not expect, like “find an 
online stewardship project that appeals to you and give it 
some time.”  And, know that it can make a difference.  One 
museum reported that crowdsourcing in the past few years 
has accomplished as much as 14 full time positions.  Here 
are just a few others from the list that I chose to highlight 
(To see the full list, visit the blog, z.umn.edu/dw2):

• Take some time to do inventory on your storage media. 
Does it need an update? 

• Migrate proprietary files to an open sourced format
• Take a stab at some digital disaster planning. (Here are 

some more insights:  z.umn.edu/dw3 ) 
• Check your personal digital archiving knowledge by 

taking this fun quiz:  z.umn.edu/dw4

POWRR Tool Grid
The people working on the Illinois project, POWRR 
(Preserving Objects with Restricted Resources), created a 
comparison grid after researching a very comprehensive 
list of digital preservation tools in early 2013.  They 
evaluate each tool based on these categories:

• Ingest (Make a copy, do a fixity check, virus scan, etc)

• Processing (auto metadata creation, manual metadata, 
rights managment, etc)

• Access (Public interface, etc)

• Storage (reliable long-term bit preservation, 
geographically dispersed data storage model, etc)

• Maintenance (migration, monitoring, auto recovery, 
etc)

• Other (open source, cost, etc)

The a-z list of tools includes everything from the Amazon 
Cloud service, to a tool called Xena.  If you click on the 
name in the list, it presents a description of what the tool 
is, the website, when the tool was last updated, system 
requirements, customer service, and additional notes.  
Access the tool comparison grid here:

digitalpowrr.niu.edu/tool-grid

Want to know more about the POWRR project overall?  
From the website, the POWRR project “...will investigate, 
evaluate, and, at its close, recommend scalable, sustainable 
digital preservation solutions for libraries with smaller 
amounts of data and/or fewer resources.”  Follow this link 
to learn more:

digitalpowrr.niu.edu  

http://lccn.loc.gov/no2013039964
http://z.umn.edu/rdaworkday2013
http://z.umn.edu/dti
http://z.umn.edu/dt8
http://z.umn.edu/dw2
http://z.umn.edu/dw3
http://z.umn.edu/dw4
http://digitalpowrr.niu.edu/tool-grid
http://digitalpowrr.niu.edu


DIGITIZATION, CATALOGING & METADATA MAILING

Printed on recycled and recyclable paper with at least 30 percent postconsumer material.

The Digitization, Cataloging & Metadata Mailing is an informational bulletin sent monthly to libraries in the Minitex region. Permission 
to reprint with appropriate acknowledgement is granted. All articles should be attributed to Minitex unless otherwise credited. This 
publication is available in alternate formats upon request. Please call Kay Kirscht, Minitex 612-624-4002 for further information.

Minitex is a publicly supported network of academic, public, state government, and special libraries working cooperatively to provide 
and improve library service to patrons in Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota.

For address and name changes, please send a message to mino@umn.edu.

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

Digitization, Cataloging & Metadata Education (DCME)
612-624-4002, 800-462-5348, mino@umn.edu
Mark Ehlert, Sara Ring, Carla Dewey Urban
Services and resources pertaining to cataloging and metadata, 
digitization and digital preservation, and the OCLC Cooperative

Minitex Digitization, Cataloging & Metadata Mailing
Contact Information

Contract Cataloging Program (ConCats)
612-624-4002, 800-462-5348, ConCats@umn.edu
Mark Ehlert

OCLC

Replacement for OCLC WorldCat 
Collection Analysis
Coming Soon!  A new, next-generation Collection 
Evaluation tool, designed to support your library’s needs 
to evaluate collections in the context of cooperative 
information, will soon replace the existing OCLC WorldCat 
Collection Analysis (WCA) service.

The new Collection Evaluation tool will deliver the 
extended functionality required by libraries that are 
increasingly focused on optimizing spending and reducing 
the physical collection footprint.  Additionally, the new 
tool will be the first in a suite of solutions available as part 
of OCLC WorldShare Analytics—a comprehensive suite of 
analytic and decision-making tools using both institutional 
and aggregated library data.

If your library is currently using WCA, your existing 
subscription will give you access to both WCA and the 
new Collection Evaluation tool during this transitional time 
period.  To learn about the planned migration schedule, 

please email OCLC at: wcageneral@oclc.org.  If your 
library is interested in subscribing to WCA, contact OCLC 
for more details:

www.oclc.org/en-US/contacts/offices.html

OCLC

Transformation of the Academic 
Library: Presentation Recording 
Available 
OCLC; edited

On May 10, OCLC Research hosted another presentation 
in their Distinguished Seminar Series:  Transformation 
of the Academic Library.  Kurt De Belder, a University 
Librarian at Leiden University, discussed the fundamental 
transformation of the academic library and explored the 
changes that need to be made for the library to remain an 
effective and relevant partner in research and teaching.  
To access the recording, visit the OCLC Distinguished 
Seminar Series webpage:     

www.oclc.org/research/events/dss.html

mailto:mino%40umn.edu?subject=
mailto:mino%40umn.edu?subject=
mailto:ConCats%40umn.edu?subject=
http://www.oclc.org/en-US/contacts/offices.html
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This calendar primarily lists events scheduled by 
Minitex, although other events are included. This is an 
informational posting only, registration materials are sent 

separately.  If you would like your event included in the 
calendar, please call Kay Kirscht at 612-624-3532.

MINITEX CALENDAR
Training, Meetings, and Conferences

JUNE 

 3 
CatExpress: Copy Cataloging with CatExpress
1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=244

 4 
Minnesota Digital Library 11th Annual Meeting
Continuing Education & Conference Center
University of Minnesota – St. Paul Campus
1890 Buford Avenue, St. Paul, MN
www.mndigital.org/training/meetings

 5 
Connexion Client Module 2: Basic Bibliographic Searching
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=387

 12 
NISO / DCMI Webinar: “A Content Stream Runs Through 
It: Managing Streaming Media Collections in Libraries”
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m., CST
Minitex Office
www.minitex.umn.edu/Events/Niso/#media

 18 
Dublin Core for Beginners (Part 1 of 2)
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon, CST
DCME, 2-part, Online Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=201

 20 
Dublin Core for Beginners (Part 2 of 2)
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon, CST
DCME, 2-part Online Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=201

 20 
RDA: The Basics for Bismarck
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
DCME In-Person Traininng Session
Bismarck, North Dakota
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=479

 27-2 
2013 American Library Association Annual Conference:
“Transforming Our Libraries, Ourselves”
Chicago, IL
ala13.ala.org

https://www.minitex.umn.edu/Events/Niso/%23media
https://www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx%3FSessionID%3D479%0D
http://ala13.ala.org
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