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Introduction 
This Fact Sheet has been prepared by the University of Minnesota to update the Twin Cities and University 
community concerning the environmental investigation and cleanup of the site selected for construction 
ofTCF Bank Stadium™, future home of the University's Gopher football team. This is the third Fact 
Sheet concerning the project site. The first two Fact Sheets were issued in August 2005 and October 2006, 
respectively 

Site location and background 
The TCF Bank Stadium ™ site is on the east bank of the University's Twin Cities campus in Minneapolis, 
Hennepin County, Minnesota. The project site's boundaries generally coincide with University Avenue to the 
south, Oak Street S.E. to the west, the southern edge of the railroad yard to the north, and 23rd Avenue S.E. 
to the east. The majority of the project site had been most recently used by the University for surface parking. 
Approximately 24 acres of the site formerly served as a railroad yard operated by Chicago Great Western 
Railway Company, from approximately the 188os through the mid-196os. The University acquired the land 
from the railroad in 1990. The site has had, in addition to the railroad yard, a number of other industrial uses, 
including as a wood treating facility (Republic Creosoting), a bulk petroleum storage facility, a grain elevator, 
and an asphalt plant. Historically, these types of industrial uses have had pollution impacts on other sites. 
Accordingly, portions of the project site have already been the subject of environmental studies and some 
amount of environmental cleanup. 

Development and assessment of response action alternatives 
Based on the findings of a site investigation (Wenck, 2005), the University identified response action 
alternatives for contaminants found at the site and recommended a cleanup approach to the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA), which serves as the lead regulatory agency for the environmental response 
at the site. The recommended approach was to excavate the impacted soil from the Republic Creosoting site 
operations area and either thermally treat it on-site or transport it to an off-site, permitted thermal treatment 
unit. Other limited "hot spots" of soil contamination located across the site were identified during the site 
investigation. It was proposed that these hot spots be excavated and transported for disposal at a Minnesota 
landfill licensed to accept the waste. 

On November 8, 2006, the MPCA and the University held a public meeting. At the meeting, the public was 
given the opportunity to comment on the site investigation findings, the response action alternatives analysis, 
and the proposed cleanup actions. 

After the close of the public comment period on November 15, 2006, the MPCA selected the proposed 
cleanup actions described above. On February 6, 2007, the MPCA issued a Minnesota Decision Document 
setting cleanup standards for the site. The MPCA also approved the Feasibility Study, the Response Action 
Plan, and the other documents submitted with respect to the site. The creosote-contaminated soil from the 
Republic Creosoting area of the site will be excavated and transported to a permitted thermal treatment 
facility in Belle Plaine, Minnesota. From there, the treated soil that meets the cleanup standards will be sent to 
a licensed Minnesota Subtitle D landfill. The other previously identified hot spots will be excavated, and any 
contaminated soil will be sent to a Minnesota land disposal facility licensed to accept the waste. 
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The on-site cleanup will begin in late June 2007 and is expected to take six to eight weeks to complete. 
The areas of the excavation will be secured, and perimeter air will be monitored to limit dust and odor during 
the cleanup. 

For more information 
A community involvement plan and information about the stadium, the environmental review; and the 
response action processes are available at www.umn.edu/stadium, as well as at the information repository 
established for the site at Wilson Reserve/Periodicals Unit ofWilson Library, 65 Wilson Library (basement 
level), 309 19th Avenue South. The public has access to the documents whenever the service desk is open. 
For hours, go to www.lib.umn.edu/site/fetch_hours.phtml?LibiD=40&term=r. 

For further information, please contact Brian Swanson, TCF Bank Stadium project coordinator, at 
612-625-6665 or bswanson@umn.edu. Or call MPCA staff members Lynne Grigor, 651-296-8572, or 
Wayne Sarappo, 651-296-7297. 
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