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COORDINATED PROGRAM ON PRRSV IN THE NETHERLANDS  
UPDATE AUGUST 2012  
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b Product Board for Livestock and Meat, PO Box 460, 2700 AL Zoetermeer, The Netherlands, 

Initiated by the Dutch Product Board for 
Livestock and Meat in 2011, a national 
coordinated program on controlling PRRSv 
has been started in the Netherlands. The Dutch 
swine industry has a sound basis for an 
economic successful production, based on 
management- and biosecurity- practises, 
transport legislation, identification of pigs and 
registration of farms. Nevertheless, PRRSv 
should be controlled to further enhance the 
health status of the Dutch swine population. 
Controlling PRRSv will also lead to a reduced 
probability of disease caused by other swine 
pathogens as well as a reduced level of 
antibiotic usage. These are additional 
arguments to start this program. The control 
and eradication of PRRSv on swine farms in 
the Netherlands will be based on the 
successful results of control programs in the 
US.

The first step was a deskstudy to generate an 
overview of the science based tools that are 
available to control and eventually eradicate 
PRRSv. Results of the deskstudy indicate that 
the control of PRRSv will lead to eradication. 
Sound internal and external biosecurity 
measures, including air filtration, are crucial. 
The best chances to achieve success in 
controlling and eventually eradicating PRRSv 
is a regional program, starting in an area of 
low swine density. Training and further 
education of workers in swine farms and swine 
transport will be inevitable to ensure the 
required level of hygiene and biosecurity to 
maintain the reached level of PRRSv control. 

Update on the status of the project (August 
2012): 

1. The region to start the program has 
been identified: an area with low pig 
density in the northern part of the 
Netherlands.

2. A meeting was organised for all 
cooperating farmers and veterinarians 
in the region to inform them on 
management practices that can be 
implemented by the farmer. 
Furthermore, the coaches, who will 
advise the farmers on biosecurity and 
management practices, were 
introduced. 

3. A group of  48 motivated swine 
farmers with 60 farm-locations in the 
region have agreed to participate in the 
project. They are willing to be actively 
involved in the project for a minimum 
of 4 years. After a first visit of all 
farms, a group of at least 40 farms will 
be selected to take part in this project.  

4. Monitoring of PRRSv will be done on 
blood samples with a frequency of 
three times a year starting  autumn of 
2012.  

5. The taskforce will discuss the required 
standards for hygiene measures of 
transport and rendering trucks with the 
industry. 


