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2005 Selmer Birkelo 
Scholarship Winners 

The Selmer Birkelo Scholarship is 
the College's most prestigious 
award. It is named for Selmer 
Birkelo, who donated funds to 
endow annual scholarships for 
the most talented and highest 
achieving students in the Col
lege of Liberal Arts. Each year, 
students are nominated for the 
award by faculty members in 
their major departments. This 
year's winners are: 

Name-Major(s) 

Bassim Birkland, Psychology 
Kai Carlson-Wee, English 

Brooke Coe, 
Political Science, French 

Studies 
Erin Dwyer, 

Speech-Language-Hearing 
Science, Child 

Psychology 
Sarah Hampton, 
Anthropology 

Joe Herriges. Sociology, 
Political Science 

John Jochman, Art History, 
Chemistry 

Kally Nelson, Psychology 
Jonathon Rusch. Geography, 

Scandinavian Languages 
and Finnish 

Kristin Schwarze, Child 
Psychology, Neuroscience 

Ann Swerkstrom. English 
Margot Wagner, French and 

Italian 

Honor to our Graduates 
This special year-end issue of HCLA News is published as a tribute to the hon
ors students completing their undergraduate degree studies during 2004-2005. 
Over the past several months we have contacted these students asking them 
to tell us about their immediate future plans. Their responses are given here. 
The information furnished by the students reaffirms our sense of the diversity of 
roles this institution plays in the lives of its students. Only in a large college de
voted to the liberal arts within a nationally ranked public research university 
like the University of Minnesota can one find so many different courses of study 
and patterns of career preparations. 

By taking note of the work of individual students, we pay tribute not only to 
honors students, but also to the faculty and staff of the College and the Uni
versity who have served as teachers and advisors for those who are complet
ing their studies. As the staff of the HCLA assembled the information published 
here, we found that each person represented a highly individualized story-a 
different road toward intellectual maturation, some unique personal perspec
tive, a particular pattern of leadership. a special way of looking at the world. 
We know that other faculty and staff who have worked with these student will 
find their own memories stimulated by this report of our graduates' recent 
achievements and future plans. 

Those of us in HCLA who have worked with you, the soon-to-be graduates, 
would like to thank you for the time you have spent with us and the contribu
tions you have made to Honors and to the intellectual and social life of this 
university. We wish you all the best wherever your path in life takes you. 

The Staff of HCLA 

Rick McCormick, Director 

Pamela Baker, Assistant Director 

Sally Taylor Lieberman, Academic Advisor 

Mary Moga, Academic Advisor 

Kit Gordon, Academic Advisor 

Tom Fitzgerald, Academic Advisor 

Jen Rude, Academic Advisor 

Nancy Russell, Senior Office Specialist 
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National Scholarship winners, finalists, and honorable mentions in the Honors-CLA Class of 2005: 

Raymond G. Anderson, 2004 Morris K. Udall Scholarship 
Honorable Mention 

Maya Babu, 2004 Harry S. Truman Scholar 
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Michael Fenton, 2005-06 Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange Program for Young Profes
sionals 

Thomas Hendrickson, 2005 Rhodes Scholarship State Finalist 

Justin Knoepfler, 2005 Rhodes Scholarship State Finalist 

Scott Sanford, 2003 David L. Boren Scholar, 
2004 Harry S. Truman Scholarship Finalist 

University of Minnesota Katherine E. Sullivan Scholarship for Study Abroad winners in the 
Honors-CLA Classes of 2005 and 2006: 

Christopher Gregory 
Nicole Ostendorf 

Rebecca Vanasek 
Ann Vogt 

2004 Turner Award for Best Honors Thesis: 
Kelly Kasper, Anthropology 

Honorable Mention: 
Maron Sorenson, Political Science 
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Congratulations! 
Ray Anderson is a summa candidate majoring in geography. He is originally from Bel
view, MN. The title of his thesis is "A potential framework for the extrapolation of envi
ronmental data from a single point to an entire region: a case study with dry com biomass 
in Southeast Minnesota." This fall, Ray will begin graduate study in the Department of 
Earth System Science at the University of California-Irvine, where he has received a fel
lowship and a TA position. Ray is pleased that he was on the University of Minnesota 
College Bowl that won the 2004 College Bowl national championship. U2000 Scholar
ship, Waller 

Maya Babu is a summa candidate majoring in psychology and neuroscience. The title of 
her thesis is "The Effect of Fetal Iron Deficiency on the Developing Hippocampus." She 
is originally from Eagan, MN. Next fall, Maya will begin her studies at Harvard Medical 
School. Maya is also a recipient of the Truman Scholarship, a national award for students 
who plan careers in public service. U2000 

Joseph Blankholm is a summa candidate majoring in cultural studies and comparative 
literature. The title of his thesis is "Thing and Doing: A Pragmatist Approach to Philoso
phy as a Way of Life." He is originally from South St. Paul. After graduation, Joe is going 
to Japan to teach English for a year through the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) pro
gram. After that, he plan to pursue a doctorate in philosophy. He is proud of his thesis, 
which is a document that collects in one place much of his intellectual work to date. He is 
also very excited about spending the next year in Japan. 

Leslie Booren is a cum laude candidate with a major in psychology. The title of her the
sis is "Aggression within Adolescent Sports Teams." She is originally from Lansing, MI. 
Next year she is going to graduate school in Washington for human development. She is 
pleased that she is graduating on time and that she designed and developed her thesis pro
ject from the very beginning as a pilot program. Leslie also studied abroad in London. 
HCLA thesis research grant, UROP, URPP 

Elizabeth Borer is a summa candidate majoring in history and global studies. The title of 
her thesis is "Women's Rights are Human Rights: Ending Violence Against Women 
Through Grass Roots Activism, Academic Analysis and International Law." She is origi
nally from St. Paul, MN. After graduation, she plans to work for a non-profit organization. 
She is pleased that she received an award from the Office for University Women. Iron 
Range 

Emily Bucher is a magna graduate (fall 2004) with a major in political science. The title 
of her thesis is "The Student Conduct Board: An Assessment ofthe Judicial Process." She 
is originally from Corcoran, MN. She is currently working with the National Arbitration 
Forum. She eventually would like to go to law school and practice family law. Iron 
Range, Waller 

Ashley Eddy is a summa candidate majoring in political science. The title of her thesis is 
"From the Barrio to the Ballot Box: A Study of Issue Based voting and Grass-roots 
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Mobilizations as Predictors of Voting Trends Within the Latino Community." Next fall, 
she will enroll at the University of Texas at Austin law school to study international law, 
where she has been awarded a Tom C. Clark fellowship. Ashley is pleased that she was 
part of the 2004 Homecoming Court, taught ESL class at a Minneapolis non-profit and 
saw student achieve test scores three to four times higher than when they started the 
class. 

Zachary Carlsen is a summa candidate majoring in English. The title of his thesis is 
undecided so far. He's originally from Stillwater, MN. After graduation, Zachary plans 
to teach English in France. He is pleased that he founded the U's only literary magazine, 
Liminal, and founded his own letter press imprint and published a book by Iowa's poet 
laureate Marvin Bell. Undergraduate Internship Grant, Paul and Lucy Taylor Grant 

Teri Carter is a cum laude candidate majoring in English. The title of her thesis is "In 
Pablo's Wake." She is originally from Cape Girardeau, MO. After graduation, she plans 
to write and publish short stories. She is pleased that she won the Columbia Journalism 
2004 prize for best creative non-fiction. Marcella Debourg Fellowship 

Brianne Connelly is a summa candidate majoring in sociology. She's originally from 
Oshkosh, WI. The title of her thesis is "Community Organizing for Latino Parental In
volvement in Education.'' Her plans for next year include working with AmeriCorps in 
Charleston, SC. Brianne is pleased that she was a CA in Territorial Hall. Waller 

Austin Damiani is a summa candidate majoring in Comparative Literature and Cultural 
Studies. The title of his thesis is "Malinche Redivivusi from Subaltern Memory to Place 
of Celebration.'' He is originally from Ithaca, NY. Austin is pleased that what started as 
a part time position at the Minneapolis Grain Exchange has evolved into a career as a 
commodities broker with Frontier Futures, a small brokerage house. He is also glad that 
he won the Goldenberg Prize for outstanding essays in Jewish Studies. Waller, John B. 
Cronin Scholarship 

Lynn Dearden is a summa candidate double majoring in Japanese and English. The ti
tle of her thesis is undecided. She's originally from Eden Prairie, MN. After graduating, 
she is going to teach in Japan on the JET program. She is pleased she is graduating! 
Waller, Birkelo, Donald V. Hawkins Scholarship, Anna Augusta Von Helmholtz Phelan 
Scholarship 

Josh DoBell is a summa candidate majoring in psychology. He has yet to choose a title 
for his thesis. Josh is originally from Mankato, MN. Next fall, Josh is tentatively set to 
teach secondary English in rural North Carolina through the Teach for America pro
gram. Josh is pleased about things too numerous to list here. Athletic Scholarship 

Brooks Doherty is a magna candidate double majoring in political science and English. 
The title of his thesis is "How Not to Tell a True War Story: Criticism of Tim O'Brien." 
He is originally from Mounds View, MN. This fall, he will begin studies in the Master 
of Arts in English Literature at University College in London. Brooks is pleased that he 
filed his taxes without the assistance of a CPA. 
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Jeff Engelmann is a summa candidate majoring in psychology. The title of his thesis is 
"Backward Conditioning with Single or Multiple Unconditioned Stimulus Presentation 
Measured by Fear Startle in Rats." He is from Andover, MN. This fall, Jeffwill begin 
graduate studies in the Cognitive and Biological Psychology program at the U of M, Twin 
Cities campus, where he has received a teaching fellowship. He is pleased to have com
pleted his bachelor's degree at the age of20. President's Distinguished Scholarship, Hon
ors Thesis Grant 

Kristina Erstad is double majoring in Scandinavian languages and psychology. The title 
of her thesis is "The Effectiveness of Sexual Education in Sweden." After graduation, she 
will pursue graduates studies at the U ofM's School of Social Work. She is pleased that 
she has decided what she wants to do with her life. Walter 

Michael Fenton is a summa candidate double majoring in political science and German. 
The title of his thesis is "Wind Energy Politics in Minnesota and South Dakota." He is 
originally from Manhattan, KS. Next fall, he will study at a research institute and univer
sity, then in spring 2006, work at a government or private institution in Germany focusing 
on environmental policy. He has been awarded the Congress-Burdenstag Exchange for 
Young Professional for 2005-2006, and also a Fullbright teaching assistantship. Michael 
is pleased that he played soccer all four years as an undergraduate, played trombone in a 
jazz combo, and never had an all-nighter during college. Benson Buck, Waller, Birkelo, 
Mortenson Award, UROP, CCLC Internship Grant 

Kari Fugleston is a magna candidate majoring in political science. The title of her thesis 
is "Race and Class Consciousness in the United States." This fall, she plans to work in 
Washington D.C. She is pleased that she was able to do a medical internship in a rural vil
lage in Senegal. Waller (3 times), Dollars for Scholars 

Libby George is a magna candidate double majoring in journalism and political science. 
She is originally from Lacrosse, WI. The title of her thesis is "Politicians and the Media." 
After graduation, she plans to move to Washington D.C. and get a job in print journalism. 
She is proud of her four years experience at the Minnesota Daily, and four journalism in
ternships, including the Washington D.C. bureau of the Minneapolis Star Tribune and the 
Pioneer Press in St. Paul. She is also proud to have completed her senior honors thesis, 
including independent research, while interning in Senator Norm Coleman's Washington 
press office. CLA Internship Grant, Bette Jones Hammel Scholarship, Charles Swen
ingsen, Waller 

Marion Haase is a magna candidate majoring in music therapy. She has not chosen a title 
for her thesis yet, and she originally hails from Caracas, Venezuela, or Houston, TX or 
Minneapolis, MN. Her plans for fall include finishing her internship and applying for 
graduate school at the University of Miami. She is pleased that she married her soulmate 
in August of 2004. 

Luke Hanson is a cum laude candidate majoring in history. The title of his thesis is "The 
History of Women's Athletics at the University of Minnesota." Minneapolis, MN is his 
hometown. His plans for after graduation include going everywhere and then enrolling in 
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the U ofM's teacher training program. He is pleased that he can say that he enjoys life, 
and that he got to do a study abroad in Paris, France. 

Brooke Haugen is a cum laude candidate double majoring in sociology-law, criminology, 
and deviance and psychology. The title of her thesis is "Do Drinkers let other Drinkers off 
The Hook? People's perceptions of the role and culpability of the Offender/Victim in De
viant Acts Involving Alcohol Intoxication." This summer Brooke will begin training for 
her new position with the Transportation Security Administration, in preparation for her 
new job at the Honolulu International Airport in Hawaii. She is pleased that she finished 
college in four years with a double major (and a high GPA), despite having transferred 
colleges twice. 

Joy Helm is a cum laude candidate majoring in political science. The title of her thesis is 
"Capitalism and the Rule of Law." After graduation, she plans to work, take the LSA T, 
and apply to law school. She also wants to travel and live in France for several months. 
She is pleased that she was able to work as an intern for a non-profit organization (the MN 
Family Council) that lobbies at the Minnesota State Legislature. 

Emily Keranen is a magna candidate majoring in women's studies and has yet to decide 
on a title for her thesis. She is originally from Dassel, MN. This fall she will begin studies 
at the Southwest College ofNaturopathic Medicine in Tempe, AZ. She is pleased that she 
has realized her passions in life lie outside school and the academic world. 

Jacob Kilian is a summa candidate majoring in chemistry. His thesis is titled "Analysis of 
Proton Donor-Acceptor (HX-amine) Systems with Block Localized Wavefunctions." 
Jacob is originally from St. Michael, MN and after graduation he will be enlisting in the 
U.S. Army. Jacob is especially pleased that he volunteered with Habitat for Humanity and 
the Dugsi Project. 

Amanda Koch is a summa candidate majoring in psychology and Spanish studies. The 
title of her thesis is "Children's Generation of Inferences as a Function of the Mode of 
Presentation." She is originally from Wheaton, MN. Amanda plans to work for a year be
fore going to graduate school. She is pleased with the work she has done on research pro
jects in two psychology labs; one with Dr. Joyce Bono that dealt with mood and problem 
solving performance, and one with Dr. Paul Vanden Broek that dealt with media and liter
acy. Waller, Presidential, Mortenson Psychology, Thrivent, UROP 

Gabriel Luikart is a magna candidate majoring in Spanish. The title of his thesis is 
"Francoism and Feminism in Carmen by Carlo Saura." After graduation, he will begin his 
studies in the Initial Licensure program in the U ofM's College of Education and Human 
Development." Gabriel is pleased that he has been able to act for film while working on 
his degree. 

Melissa Martinson is a summa candidate majoring in music and journalism. The title of 
her thesis is ''Depictions of Parents in Advertising: A cross Cultural Study of parenting 
Magazines in the United States and Sweden." She's originally from Roseville, MN. After 
graduation, Melissa will work with Admission Possible, an AmeriCorps organization 
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based in St. Paul, as the communications associate. She is pleased that she realized she 
does not have to have her whole life figured out and that she survived six semesters of mu
sic theory. CLA Alumni, Scott Memorial, Alumni of the Band, Waller, Barnhardt Memo
rial 

Mike Meidinger is a magna candidate double majoring in English and strategic communi
cation. He has yet to settle on a title for his honors thesis. Mike is originally from James
town, SO. Next fall, he plans to work for Teach for America or a similar service program, 
and then go to graduate school. Mike is especially pleased that he was an orientation 
leader at the university. Leidahl, Mark Hopp 

Sarah Mollet is a magna candidate majoring in Communication Studies. Her honors the
sis is titled "Social Identity Theory in the Context of American Jews." Sarah is originally 
from Vermillion, SO. Next year she plans to travel and is applying to volunteer overseas 
with different HIV I AIDS and youth advocacy programs. Sarah is most proud of starting a 
student group for HIV I AIDS outreach and raising about $1500 for children. She was also 
mentioned in two published Communication Studies articles. 

SaraMari Orth is a magna candidate majoring in journal ism. The title of her thesis is 
"Gender, Food, and Stereotypes: Do Today's Men's Magazines Tell the Same Story as 
Past Media Representations?" SaraMari is originally from Cottage Grove, MN. She is 
mostly pleased that she has survived! Next year she plans to work in the field of public 
relations I marketing communications. Waller, UMWC 

Destiny Peery is a summa candidate majoring in psychology. The title of her thesis is 
"Gender Bias Crimes as Hate Crimes: What Makes Gender Related Crime Hate-Motivated 
Crime?" After graduation, she plans to begin working with the Learning Works program, 
teaching middle school students and to continue research in psychology, before starting 
graduate school in the fall of2006. She is pleased that she was able to balance full-time 
work with being a full-time student, and that she will graduate summa cum laude. Kirby 
Puckett, Presidential, Faculty Mentor, Alumni Incentive, MSROP, ABF Fellowship 

Amanda Porter is a summa candidate double majoring in French and linguistics. The ten
tative title of her thesis is "Tocqueville's Treatment of Women in Democracy in America:' 
She is originally from Eagan, MN. Next fall, she will begin law school at Vanderbilt Uni
versity in Nashville, TN. She is pleased that she had the opportunity to work for a member 
of the European Parliament in Brussels, Belgium. Presidential, MacGrey Leadership 

Joseph Rein is a summa candidate majoring in English. The title of his thesis is 
"Redemption- A Novella." This fall, he will enroll at the University ofNebraska's English 
Graduate program in fiction writing, where he has received a full scholarship plus a stipend 
in return for serving as a reading assistant his first year and as a Teaching Assistant there
after. Joe is pleased that he won first prize in the Fox Cities Magazine short story contest, 
and also that he placed 291

h in a half marathon. Anna Augusta Von Helmholz Phelan schol
arship, Sidney Lyons, Waller (twice), Gopher State, Captain Payne Dewitt award in Liter
ary Studies 
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Bradford Roberts is a journalism major. He has not yet decided on the title of his thesis. 
Next year, Bradford is going to work. He is pleased that he was able to consult with the 
Center for Disease Control during his time at the university. His hometown is Plymouth, 
MN. 

Tiffany Robinson is a summa candidate double majoring in Spanish and communication 
studies. The title of her thesis is "Isabel Allende y Ia concepcion de La Casa do Los Espiri
tas." She is originally from Brooklyn Park, MN. After graduation, she will enter the Univer
sity's College of Education and Human Development to study in the second languages and 
cultures program, where she will earn her licensure to teach both Spanish and English as a 
second language. She is especially pleased that she will graduate summa in only three years. 
Waller, Weekes Forest Prodcuts 

Grant Schwartz is a magna candidate majoring in English. The title ofhis thesis is "Why 
We Do the Things We Do: Motivation in Porter and Carver." After graduation Grant plans to 
continue working in the honors office with his pseudo-family. After this, he plans to apply to 
the PeaceCorps and think of the future in three month increments while he struggles to find a 
sense of belonging and direction in the world. Grant is proud of raising five ferrets and learn
ing how to use "lay" and "lie" correctly (but then he forgot how to use "lay'' and "lie" cor
rectly). He is also pleased that: he went to college, started using public restrooms, started eat
ing broccoli, and never drank coffee. About Honors-CLA, Grant says, "It was great. So long, 
and thanks for all the fish." 

Daniel Silvermint is a summa candidate double majoring in philosophy and political sci
ence. The title of his thesis is "The Ability Paradigm: A New Method of Assessing Freedom 
within the Discipline of Political Philosophy." Eventually, Daniel would like to study phi
losophy at the graduate level but doesn't want to overlook the diversity of experience that the 
year after graduation offers. He may also do some interdisciplinary work at NYU or do some 
work in the nonprofit sector. Lifson, Ashbach, Shapira, Kiwanis, UJF&C Higher Education 
Scholarship. 

Joseph Turgeon is a summa candidate majoring in philosophy. The title of his thesis is 
"Nietzsche's Theory of Language." He's originally from Arden Hills, MN. His plans after 
graduation include travel and living in Germany as well as continuing to study and write. He 
is pleased that he organized a student group to provide a forum for thought and discussion. 
Waller (twice), Woodbridge 

Elizabeth Underwood-Boltman is a magna candidate double majoring in geography and 
English. The title of her thesis is "Urban Adventure: Exploring and Politicizing Cityscapes." 
After graduation, she plans to take a year off from school, get a meaningless job, save money 
for graduate school, and read a lot of books for pleasure. She plans to go to graduate school 
to study geography in fall of 2006. She is most pleased that she was able to have a fun, 
complete college experience, where she learned a lot about the world and cultivated some 
important friendships along the way. She thinks she sees herself differently, has more confi
dence and knows what she is and is not capable of. Also, found her way back to Paris, and 
that was pretty sweet. U2000, Golden, US Bank, Study Abroad. 
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Susie Vang is a summa candidate double majoring in journalism and sociology. The title of 
her thesis is "Representation of the Hmong Community in St. Paul Pioneer Press Commen
taries, Editorials and Letters to the Editor." Next year she will be interning in Sacramento, 
CA at the Sacramento Bee. She is pleased about being able to convince the CLA Student 
Board to donate $500 to provide backpacks and school supplies for the newly arrived Hmong 
refugees. She is also pleased about her senior thesis because it is original work and some
thing she is passionate about. Presidents Distinguished, Star Tribune Foundation, Time War
ner 

Erica Warren is a summa candidate double majoring in art history and Spanish. She is 
originally from Bloomington, MN. The title of her thesis is "The Femme Fatale Imagined in 
the Madonna/Eve Dichotomy, Salammbo and Salome.'' Presidential, Waller, Birkelo 

Justine Welch is a summa candidate majoring in Sociology with a minor in Hebrew. She is 
originally from State College, PA. Her thesis is titled "Adolescent Self-Reports of Their Sex
ual Attitudes Via Their Weblogs." After graduation Justine is moving to Australia for her 
fiance's career. During her college career, she was especially pleased with her presentation at 
the Sociological Research Institute. 

Adam Welle is a summa candidate majoring in political science. The title of his thesis is 
"Parties, Politicians and Power: The Ascendance and Congressionalization of State Legisla
tive Campaign Committees." He is originally from Willmar, MN. This fall, he plans to at
tend law school at the U ofM. Adam is pleased that he has worked hard on several success
ful political campaigns, maintained a job, and kept his grades up. Waller, Pre-Law 

Emily Winkels is a summa candidate majoring in architecture. The title of her thesis is "A 
Holistic Approach to Sustainable Design: The Psychological and Environmental Benefits of 
Daylighting." She is originally from Stewartville, MN. This fall Emily plans to begin work
ing on her Master of Architecture degree, probably here at the U ofM. She is very proud of 
the fact that she is writing her summa thesis entirely on her own. Waller 

Abraham Wise is a summa candidate majoring in political science. The title of his thesis is 
"Indigenismo vs. President Sanchez: Reflections on Democracy and Neo-liberalism in Bo
livia." He is originally from Sunnyside, W A. After graduation, he will be attending Harvard 
Law School. He is pleased that he took time off when he needed it. E&H Kane 

Yiling Wong is a magna candidate majoring in global studies. She is originally from St. 
Paul, MN. The title of her thesis is" Minority Nationalities in China: State Minority Educa
tion policies on the Day Naxi & Zhuang." After graduation, Yiling plans to work and con
sider graduate study options. She is pleased that she was able to juggle 17 credits, two part
time jobs and an internship. Multicultural Excellence Program Grant, CLA Internship Grant, 
President's Distinguished Scholarship 
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2006 Selmer Birkelo 

Scholarship Winners 

The Selmer Birkelo Scholarship is the 
College's most prestigious award. It 
is named for Selmer Birkelo, who 
donated funds to endow annual 
scholarships for the most talented 
and highest achieving students in 
the College of Liberal Arts. Each 
year, students are nominated for 
the award by faculty members in 
their major departments. This year's 
winners are: 

Nicholas Beckstead: 
Philosophy 

Crystal Boyd: Spanish & 
Portuguese and English 

Eliza~eth Burr: Anthropology 

Beth Chekola, 
Women's Studies 

Jodi Larson: History 

Jonathon Loveall: English 
and American Studies 

Marla Moncur: History 

Jacob Parsley: Classical 
Civilization, Journalism and Mass 

Communication 

• Elin Roverud: Speech-Language
Hearing Sciences 

Greta Rudolph: Classical 
Civilization 

Alexandra Savela: Psychology 

Siri Scott: Psychology 

Christopher Shad: Global Studies 
and Sociology 

Nathan ~anderman: 
American Studies, Economics, and 

Political Science 

Benjamin Wiggins: CSCL 
Studies in Cinema and Media 

Culture, Sociology 
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assembled the information published here, we found that each person 
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and staff who have worked with these student will find their own memories 
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National Scholarship Winners and Finalists 
For 2006 

Diana Fu, Rhodes Scholar 

Joseph Walla, Truman Scholar, Luce Scholar 

Rebecca Lynn Mitchell, Truman Scholar 

Nathan Wanderman, Truman Finalist 

Sarah Hampton, Bieneke Scholar 

University of Minnesota Katherine E. Sullivan Scholarship 

Study Abroad Winners for 2006-2007 

Ted Meinhover 

Mark Foster 

Elizabeth Burr 

2005 Turner Award for Best Honors Thesis 

Zachary Cody Lee Carlsen, English 
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Here is what some of our graduates will be doing next. 
Congratulations! 

Adrienne Baker is a magna candidate double majoring in journalism and cultural studies and compara
tive literature. The title of her thesis is "Megachurch as Mall: A Study of a Contemporary Phenomenon." 
After gradation, she will begin work as a Student/Family Liaison for Breakthrough-St. Paul. She is 
pleased that she had the opportunity to do original research that she did on megachurches. Star Tribune 
Scholar, Time Warner scholarship, President's Distinguished Scholar, Birkelo Scholar 

Bethelee Ballinger is a summa candidate majoring in sociology and Jewish studies. In the fall, she will 
enroll at William Mitchell College of Law to study legal aid law, where she has been awarded a 75% 
scholarship. She is pleased that she has serves as president of the student organization Friends of Israel, 
which has helped her come into her own as a leader. She plans to use the leadership skills gained in her 
new career. University Partnership Grant, Benson, Finkelstein L&I 

Sarah Bauer is a summa candidate from Hastings, MN. She has a double major in journalism and 
philosophy and her honors thesis is titled "Access to Critical Infrastructure Information Since 9/11." Her 
after-graduation plans include working in print journalism in the Twin Cities and applying to law school, 
with the ultimate goal of pursuing a career in print journalism and media law. Sarah is pleased that she 
did an internship with the Minnesota News Council, was an editorial news columnist for The Wake, and 
president of the U ofM's student chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists. Pre-Law, MN 
Women's Club, Lawrence Cattron/Frederick Woodbridge, Patrick Connelley Memorial, Herbert Berridge 
Elliston, Waller 

Margarita Berg is a summa candidate majoring in art history and Italian studies. The title of her thesis 
is "Marcantonio Raimondi, Giulio Campagda, and the Art of Syphilis in Sixteenth Century Printmaking." 
After graduation, Margarita will do a summer internship at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York 
and a fall internship at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston and then apply to graduate school. She is 
originally from St. Peters berg, Russia. Margarita is glad she was able to serve as a teaching assistant for 
the course Classical Myth in Western Art, published a pastel drawing on the cover of Wolf Internationals 
Magazine and joined the Student and Emerging Professionals National Committee of the College Art 
Association. Waller, UROP 

Lindsay Brown is a music performance major who is originally from Wheeling, IL. He is mainly pleased 
that he is soon to graduate from the University of Minnesota! This fall he will begin his graduate work in 
music performance at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music, where he has been awarded a 
scholarship. National, Presidential, Waller, Music Merit 

Megan Campbell is a music performance major who is originally from Seattle, WA. This fall she will 
begin her studies at Texas Tech University School of Music, in the Master of Music program, and she will 
also pursue a BA in Music Education. She is pleased that she is graduating and that she was able to settle 
in Minneapolis. Waller, Wronski Family, University Partnership Grant, Harrington, Alumni 

Cho Kin Cheng is a summa candidate majoring in child psychology and economics. He is originally from 
Hong Kong. The title of his thesis is "Development of Global Visual Perception." This fall, he will begin 
graduate studies at the University of Toronto. UROP Grant 

Anne Christianson is a cum laude candidate majoring in journalism. She is originally from Royal, lA. 
The title of her thesis is "Ethics of Social Marketing and Alliances." In the fall, she will join Teach for 
America, serving in the Eastern North Carolina Corps. National Scholarship, Harriet Holden Scholarship 
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Allie Cimpl is a summa candidate majoring in history. She is originally from Milwaukee, WI. The title of 
her thesis is "The Moral and Social Defense of Women in the Works of Christine de Pizan." In the fall, she 
will head back to Milwaukee to begin her studies at Marquette University Law School. She is happy 
announce that she is getting married to Jamie Wierner in June of 2007. Waller 

Judy Ciofani is a summa candidate majoring in sociology: LCD. She is originally from Milwaukee, WI. 
Her thesis is titled "Race and Out-of-School suspensions: An Analysis of Local Area High Schools." In the 
fall, she will begin working for Teach for America in New York City, teaching bi-lingual elementary 
school. She is pleased that she is finishing school and found a job! Waller 

Laura Crocker is a summa candidate majoring in linguistics. The title of her thesis is "Speech and Voice 
Characteristics of Boys with Gender Identity Disorder." In the fall she will begin an internship with the 
Germanic American Institute, teach ESL, and continue studying languages on her own. The following 
year, she hopes to attend the University of Edinburgh as a post-graduate linguistics student. She is proud 
that she lived overseas in Graz, Austria for a year where she took a full load of university courses all in 
German. She is also pleased that she received excellent research experience, and inspiring instruction 
from Assistant Professor Ben Munson in the department of Speech-Language-Hearing Science. Clark D. 
Starr Research Fund, University Partnership Grant, Study Abroad Scholarship 

Kristin Cuthbert is a cum laude candidate double majoring in global studies and economics. She is 
originally from St. Augustine, FL. The title of her thesis is "A Mouse Among Lions-An Analysis of the Ups 
and Downs of Uruguay's Recent Economic Development." After graduation, she will begin working for 
IBM in Rochester, doing financial analysis and managerial accounting. She is glad she traveled to Uru
guay with the SPAN program. 

Adrienne Damiani is a summa candidate majoring in history and German studies. Her thesis is titled 
"The True Mechthild?: Scholarship and the Identity of Methild von Magdeburg." This summer, she will do 
research in Vienna, Austria on a Voices of Vienna scholarship. In the fall she will begin graduate studies 
here at the U ofM in the Germanic Medieval Studies Program. She has received the Max Kade 
Fellowship for her first year of studies. She is very pleased that she has been able to complete a bachelor's 
degree while raising her little girl as a single mother. She also found the research she has done so far on 
medieval manuscripts and text interpretation very rewarding. 

Abry DeShong is a magna candidate majoring in child psychology. The title of her thesis is "Mother and 
Child Perceptions of Father Figure Support in Families Dealing with Domestic Violence." After 
graduation she plans to take a year off, and then enroll in graduate school to further her studies in child 
psychology. She is pleased that she is working toward publishing her first research paper at the age of 21. 

Christina Davenport is a summa candidate majoring in political science and sociology: LCD. The title of 
her thesis is "Watching for Change in Criminal Sexual Conduct Cases." She is originally from Fergus 
Falls, MN. In the fall, Christina will begin Law school at the University of St. Thomas, where she has 
been awarded the Dean's Scholarship. She is glad that she was able to serve as president of the Pre-Law 
Society. Knelman Scholar, Waller, Birkelo Nominee 

Patty Dickman is a summa candidate majoring in psychology and physiology. The title of her thesis is 
"Serotonin, Mood and Cognition in Anorexia Nervosa." This fall, Patty will begin medical school at the 
University ofMinnesota. Iron Range, Waller, Global Seminar 

Jennifer Dill is a summa candidate majoring in journalism and mass communication. The title of her 
thesis is "A Cross Cultural Comparison of Decision-Making of Advertising Practitioners, U. S. and 
Singapore." After graduation, she plans to travel and then begin working in advertising. She is glad that 
she was able to live in Singapore last summer. 2005 Internship Grant, 2005-2006 Floren Scholarship, 
2004-2005 Waller, 2006 Thomas Burnett Jr. Leadership Award 
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Beth Doran is triple majoring in biology, psychology and physiology. She is originally from Plymouth, 
MN. In the fall, she will begin medical school at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine. UROP, Presi
dent's Distinguished, CLA Study Abroad, U ofM Women's Auxiliary 

Ayelet Drori is a magna candidate majoring in strategic communication. The title of her thesis is 
"Media Framing of Terrorism." She is originally from Milwaukee, WI. After graduation, she will begin 
work as Communications Fellow at the National Endowment for Financial Education in Denver, CO. 
Waller, SJMC Director's Award, Harry and Helen Shapiro Scholarship, School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication Scholarship 

Brianne Erickson is a magna candidate doing a Bachelor of Individualized Studies degree. The title of 
her thesis is "The Analysis of Individuals as Language Learners and Cultural Beings." She is originally 
from Viroqua, WI. After graduation, she is going to work for the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) 
Program, teaching English in a public elementary school in Japan. She is pleased that she applied for 
and won a $1500 grant to fund a Y-Dimension trip, which she co-lead, to the Dominican Republic to 
study domestic violence. Bigley, Gillman, Mondale, University Wide, Mary Settlehaugh-Women's Club, 
4-H Past High School Graduate, Study Abroad 

Josh Feneis is a magna candidate majoring political science. He does not have a title for his thesis yet. 
He is originally from Sartell, MN. After graduation, he plans to go to law school, but has not decided 
where. He is pleased that he completed two internships in Governor Pawlenty's office. Waller 

Steve Fenster is a magna candidate majoring in history. He has yet to name his thesis. After gradua
tion, he plans to continue working here at the U either in an advising community or Admission Possible. 
He is really pleased with the work he did in the HECUA program, when he spent a semester learning 
about environmental issues and how different citizens, professionals, and politicians relate to them. He 
feels he is now a more environmentally conscious person after spending time with the great students and 
teachers he met in the program. Paige scholarship 

Jenna Marie Filand is a fall2005 magna graduate who majored in child psychology. The title of her 
thesis is "Early Literacy Exposure as a Predictor of Prosocial Behavior in the Preschool Classroom." She 
is currently enrolled in the U ofM's College of Education and Human Development, studying in the 
Early Childhood Special Education Initial Licensure and Master's Program. After she graduates, she 
hopes to teach preschool or kindergarten. She is pleased that she was able to graduate in only two and a 
half years, magna cum laude. 

Emily Fisher is a magna candidate majoring in political science. The title of her thesis is "Aristide's 
Folly: The Economic Motivation Behind the 1994 U. S. Invasion of Haiti." Mter graduation, she plans to 
camp, snowboard, walk her dog, and work full time at an as-yet undetermined law-related job. Some day 
she will apply to law school. She is glad she got to travel and study abroad; she went to Mexico, Austria, 
Thailand, Egypt, Belgium and France. Emily was also a peer advisor here in the honors office, which she 
ways was the best job she "almost didn't get. It's been a blast." Global Seminar Scholarship 

Erin Fossum is a magna candidate majoring in art history. The title of her thesis is "Psychoanalysis 
versus Gender Theory: The Self-Portraits ofEgon Schiele." This fall, she will begin graduate work in art 
history at the University of Washington in Seattle, and will visit Kurt Cobain's grave. She is glad she 
was able to complete her degree in three and a half years and do well enough to make it into graduate 
school. She is also a former peer advisor, who calls us "the funnest coworkers" she has ever had. 
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Diana Fu is a summa candidate majoring in global studies and political science. The title of her the
sis is "A Cage of Voices: Producing the Dagongmei in Modern China." Diana is a 2006 Rhodes Scholar 
who will begin her graduate work in development studies at Oxford University this fall. Diana is 
pleased that she has published short stories and poetry in national literary magazines such as Out of 
Line and Claremont Review, was a columnist for the Minnesota Daily and won an award for best col
umn writing from the William Randolph Hearst Foundation. Birkelo, Waller, Iron Range, UROP, Sul
livan, CLA Internship Grant, Carnegie Mellon/Macarthur Fellowship, Robert Byrd 

Suzy Hart is summa candidate majoring in professional strategic communication. The title of her 
thesis is "Visual Metaphor in Advertising: Assessing Consumer's Comprehension of General Electric's 
'Ecomagination' Campaign." After graduation she plans to work at an ad agency in the Twin Cities as 
an account planner. If that doesn't pan out, she will begin training to become a professional hot dog 
eater. She is pleased that she had an internship at the Minnesota Lottery, where she independently 
researched and created a strategy for the lottery's long awaited entrance into the Minnesota State 
Fair. Honors Thesis grant, BBDO Advertising Scholarship 

Jennifer Hommerding is a summa candidate majoring in psychology. The title of her thesis is En
ergy Intake and Expenditure in Obese Women With & Without Binge Eating Disorder." This fall, 
Jenn will begin graduate studies at Argosy University, where she will work toward a Ph.D. in clinical 
psychology. She is pleased that she survived a winter ski trip after not setting foot on a ski hill in 
twelve years! Presidential, Xcel Energy, Jane Domek Scholarship 

Sarah Kuphall is a magna candidate majoring in Spanish. She is originally from Iron Ridge, WI. The 
title of her thesis is "La Arguitectura Mudejar: Testamento a La 'Convivencia."' Two weeks after 
graduation, Sarah is getting married and moving to Cedarburg, WI with her husband, where she 
hopes to find work using her Spanish language skills. Sarah is very pleased with her life in general 
and the amazing experiences that have shaped who she is, in particular, studying abroad and meeting 
her Soon-to-be-husband. Gopher State, Waller, William Faragher, Mary Ann and Roger Page, Study 
Abroad scholarship 

Marc Halsey is a summa candidate with a double major in English (B.A.) and acting (B.F.A.). His 
thesis is titled "Sand & Dust." This summer Marc will join the 2006 American Players Theatre in 
Spring Green, WI. After that, he plans to move to either Chicago or New York to pursue a career in 
theater. Marc is pleased that he has appeared on the stage of the old Guthrie in She Loves Me, stud
ied with 
Garrison Keillor, double majored in his two passions-English and acting, and toured the country as a 
member of the parliamentary debate team. Martin B. Rudd, Iron Range, Waller, CLAAlumni, Hae
berle Theater Recruitment, Jenwilla, Guthrie 

John Jochman is a summa candidate double majoring in art history and chemistry. The title of his 
thesis is "Refuge of the Damned: Truth and Deception in Nineteenth Century Depictions of Absinthe 
Users." This fall, John will begin medical school at the University of Minnesota, where he has been 
awarded the Non-Resident Medical School Scholarship, which will reduce his post-graduation debt to 
$100,000 (as opposed to $150,000 without the scholarship). John has also served as a peer advisor 
here in honors, where he says "it's been fun working ... and getting to know what the advisors are 
really like!" Waller, Birkelo 

Laurel Johnson is a summa candidate majoring in Spanish and global studies. The title of her thesis 
is "Empowering Women Through Westernization? The Alternative Use of a Development Initiative in 
South America." This summer, she will attend the South Asia Summer Language Institute at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, where she will study Bengali. Waller, Pratt Institute Scholarship 
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for Academic Achievement 

Jon Keljik is a magna candidate majoring in history and journalism. The title of his thesis is "Wild Irish
men, Rough Women, and Poor Black Creatures: Representing Race Class and Gender in the New York 
City and Boston Draft Riots, July, 1863." After graduation, Jon is going to teach English in Japan through 
the JET program. Iron Range, Harrington, Waller, George Green American History Paper Prize, Green 
History Honorable mention 

Marc Korobkin is a magna candidate pursuing an individualized interdepartmental major emphasizing 
sociology, psychology and GLBT studies. He does not have a title selected for his thesis yet. Marc is 
originally from Milwaukee, WI. He will begin law school at the University of Wisconsin-Madison this fall. 

Kristi Kotenberg is summa candidate working on a Bachelor of Individualized Studies degree combining 
health studies, child psychology, and sociology: LCD. The title of her thesis is "Cross-sex Friendships and 
Compromises in Mental Health." After graduation, she will begin working for LSS Integrated Physician 
Solutions as a clinical implementations specialist in Minnetonka, MN. Her work will involve traveling 
across the U.S., South Mrica, Botswana, and the Middle East to coordinate and set in place electronic 
health care records. She is pleased that she learned to play Yankee Doodle on her guitar and became a 
Reiki healing practitioner. UROP, Waller 

Erin Ladwig is a cum laude candidate pursuing a dual degree in physiology (BA) and microbiology (BS). 
The title of her thesis is "The Long Term Effects of Fetal/Neonatal Iron Deficiency on Hippocampal 
d-CaMKII." After graduation, she will begin her studies at the University of Maryland College of Dental 
Surgery. Presidential, Dollars for Scholars 

Virat Madia is a magna candidate majoring in physiology. The title of his thesis is "Methylakon of Micro 
RNA and its Role in Cancer Suppression." After graduation, he will work and study abroad in Madrid, 
Spain. Virat is pleased that he has been a key component and creative mind behind the formation of the 
Winter Warmth From U: Fill the Bus clothing drive. Alumni Incentive, S&E Merrill, President's, Holden, 
Harrington, Waller 

Bridgett Mayeux is a magna candidate double majoring in political science and global studies. The title 
of her thesis is "Justice and Compassion for Individuals and Society." After school, she will transfer to the 
Alaska Air National Guard and find full time employment so that she can settle in with her husband who 
is stationed in Alaska. She is pleased that she got married last summer, went on a peacekeeping mission 
in Kosovo, and has completed technical training school for operations 
support in the Air Force. She has also been accepted to law school. 

Ian McLellan is a magna candidate majoring in political science. He has yet to settle on a title for his 
thesis. After graduation, he will head to Los Angeles, CA, to join Teach for America where he will teach in 
an elementary school. Ian is pleased that he is graduating and that he made the best friends that he could 
during the process. 

Courtney Miller is a summa candidate majoring in Jewish studies and child psychology. The title of her 
thesis is "In God's Image and Likeness: A Critical Look at Genesis 1:26." She is originally from Baton 
Rouge, LA. Courtney will go to Israel in June to study Hebrew for the summer. Upon her return, she will 
begin her studies in Rabbinical Program at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, which is a 
five year program. She is pleased that she recently became engaged to Jeffrey Berman and also won the 
President's Student Leadership award. National, Eva Benson Bock, Waller, Nathan Lifson, Helen and 
Harold Shapira, Bentson Endowed 
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Kathy Moen is a cum laude candidate majoring in Spanish studies and journalism. For her thesis, she is 
writing a book prospectus. After graduation, Kathy will be a room leader at Campus Reach's Summer 
Beach Project, which runs from the end of May to the end of July. After that, she plans to work in Min
neapolis, preferably with a non-profit or Christian organization. She is excited about writing her book 
prospectus, a memoir which she will send to publishers for possible publication. She is also pleased that 
she became a Christian two years ago, which she say "changed my life 
completely." 

Kristin Montgomery is a cum laude candidate pursuing a double major in French and individualized 
studies. The title of her thesis is "The Diaspora of Francophones: A Case Study." Mter graduation, she 
plans to work as an English assistant in either Spain or France. She is pleased that she worked at a 
summer camp in Switzerland and also was able to travel all over Europe and the United States. 

Kally Jo Nelson is a summa candidate who has not decided on a title for her thesis. This fall she will 
enroll in the University of California-Irvine Ph.D. program in Psychology and Social Behavior. She is 
pleased that she will complete her BA in only 3 years. Birkelo, DROP (twice), Mortensen (twice). 

Esther Neu is a summa candidate majoring in German studies. The title of her thesis is "Normalizing 
the Pasts? Holocaust Memorials in Berlin." After graduation, she will move to Cologne, Germany to study 
at the University of Bonn, where she has been awarded a graduate research scholarship. She is pleased 
that she studied abroad. Waller, College in the Schools, IRSEP 

Krisi Oeding is a cum laude candidate majoring in speech-language-hearing sciences. She is originally 
from Luverne, MN. The title of her thesis is "The Effects of Total Communication Versus Oral 
Communication on Language and Literacy Skills of Children with Cochlear Implants." This fall, she will 
be attending Washington University Medical School to work toward her doctorate in audiology (AuD), 
where she has been awarded a scholarship. She is please that she had the opportunity to work on are
search project with her teacher, Dr. Sarah Angerman. Dollars for Scholars, Iron Range, National Tractor 
Parts Dealers Association 

Megan Olsen is originally from Verona, WI. The title of her thesis is "The Working of Democracy: Public 
Opinion and Legislation on Gambling." Mter graduation, she is moving to Madison, WI to work with Epic 
Systems Corporation. Waller, Birkelo 

James Payette is a summa graduate who majored in history. The title of his thesis is "Jefferson and 
Madison React to the Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798." In the fall he will begin law school. He is pleased 
that he completed a triathlon and a marathon in 2005, and spent ten weeks during the winter 2006 
traveling throughout Asia. 

Emily Peckskamp is a summa candidate majoring in English. The title of her thesis is "Translation 
Across Time and Continents: Freire in the Modern Public Classroom." Mter graduation, Emily will begin 
her studies in the Master's of Education/Initial Licensure Program in English Education in the U ofM's 
College of Education and Human Development. She is pleased that she was able to study abroad in 
Toledo, Spain. National Merit, Iron Range 

Sara Polley is a summa graduate (fall2005) who majored in child psychology. The title of her thesis is 
"Infants' Perception of the Impossibility of a Pictured Cube." She is currently working as an 
administrative assistant for United Healthgroup Insurance and is anxiously awaiting her matriculation 
at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities Medical School. She is very proud that she has been accepted 
to the D's medical school. Waller, Birkelo 
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Jonathon Rusch is a summa candidate double majoring in geography and Scandinavian studies. After 
graduation, he will spend some time in Iceland and then has plans to lead a quiet life. Jon is glad that he 
had the chance to volunteer at a local cemetery. He is also glad to have steered clear of cell phones, ciga
rettes, and other pitfalls of youth. Benson Buck, Waller, Birkelo 

Alice Sanderson is a summa candidate double majoring in Spanish and sociology. The title of her thesis 
is "Social Capital, Family Support, and Job Stability in the Twin Cities' Latino Immigrant Community." 
After graduation, she is moving to Ecuador, and might move to a different country in South America after 
that. Waller, Study Abroad 

Rebekah Saunders is a summa candidate majoring in sociology-law, criminology and deviance. The title 
of her thesis is "The New Majority? The Emergence of Biracialism Across Cohorts." In the fall, she will 
attend Arizona State University to work toward her Master of Social Work. She is pleased that she was 
able to serve as academic chair and theta line captain of Sigma Lambda Gamma National Sorority, 
received the MCAE award for community Service and Academic Achievement, and is also a member of 
Phi Beta Kappa. Robert Byrd Scholarship 

Daniel Hsu Schriever is a summa candidate majoring in religious studies, Jewish studies and 
anthropology. The title of his thesis is "The Language of Barrenness." This fall, he will enroll in the 
Harvard Divinity School's Master of Theological Studies program, where he has been awarded a 
scholarship. He is pleased that he was able to travel to Greece and Turkey, and also presented papers at 
the Society of Biblical Literature Upper Midwest Regional meeting in both 2005 and 2006. Minnesota 
Gold, National Merit, 3M Alumni Undergraduate, IT Honors Freshman, Multicultural Excellence 

Josephine Schroeder is a summa candidate majoring in English. The title of her thesis is "Jack 
Kerouac: Melancholia and Lost Youth." In the fall she plans to enroll in the University of Minnesota Law 
School (if she doesn't get accepted anywhere else). Waller, CLA Alumni, Gopher State, Ida Crogan 

Anjanette Schussler is a cum laude candidate majoring in women's studies and political science. The 
title of her thesis is ''You Want Me to Put That Where? A Study of Gender Roles in Same Sex 
Relationships as Represented in Slash Fiction." Mter graduation, she plans to take a two month mental 
vacation which will include journaling, gardening, and taking walks. She will follow that up with 
"weaseling her way into the field" of social work by volunteering or getting a job, before deciding whether 
to go for her MSW. She is pleased that she sought counseling at UCCS which helped her work through 
various difficulties and grow into the person she always had the potential to be. It has also inspired her 
to consider becoming a counselor herself. Thrivent Financial scholarship 

Tara L. Smith is a summa candidate majoring in English. The title of her thesis is "The Canon Canyon: 
Dispelling the Authority of Identity-based Genres in Favor of Artisitc Imagination." This fall, she will 
begin her studies at William Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul. She is pleased that she worked 
collaboratively with the English department-housed website Voices From the Gaps, calling it "the most 
rewarding experience of my undergraduate career." UROP 

Kay Steiger is a summa candidate majoring in journalism. The title of her thesis is "Women at Small 
and Medium Organizations in Online Journalism. After graduation, she will do a full-time internship at 
Mpls. St. Paul Magazine. She is pleased that she served as editor in chief at The Wake magazine and com
pleted two internships in Washington, D.C. Thrivent, Royal Neighbor, Charles Sweningson, Presidential 

Alison Stolpa is a magna graduate who majored in English. The title of her thesis is "Turnpike." She 
plans to pursue graduate school in either New York or Chicago to study creative writing or music business 
management. She is happy about the time and experiences she had at Radio K, where she served as 
Program Director. Koch, Iron Range, Study Abroad, MN Broadcasters' Association 
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Laura Watkins is a magna candidate majoring in political science and history. The title of her thesis is 
"United States Response to the September 11th Attacks: Analyzing Realist Theory oflnternational 
Relations:" After graduation, she will begin a full time staff position with Campus Outreach seeking to 
evangelize students at the U ofM. She is pleased that she was able to intern at the state senate, studied 
abroad in Mexico and the Middle East, and competed on the U ofM Parliamentary Debate .team. Robert 
Byrd, Presidential 

Joseph Walla is a summa candidate majoring in political science. The title of his thesis is 
"Desalinization Plants: A New Approach to Stability and Peace between Israel and its Neighbors." After 
school, he will spend a year in Thailand on a Luce Scholarship. Joseph is also a 2006 Truman Scholar, 
and has been nominated for the Rhodes (2007). He is pleased with his ability in Brazilian JiuJitsu. 
Waller, A.I. Johnson 

Elizabeth Wilkinson is a summa candidate majoring in Spanish studies. The title of her thesis is 
"Prostitution, Pornografia, y Celestina." Next fall, she plans to complete her pre-medical school 
requirements, applying to medical school, and working. She hopes to be invited to at least one med school 
interview, and will not object if sl11:! receives multiple interviews. She is pleased that she was able to study 
abroad in Spain, run three marathons, including the Boston with a qualifying time of 3:37:38, and has 
realized her initial goal of graduating summa in four years. President's 
Distinguished Student, Waller ' 

Bridget Wolff is a magna candidate majoring in psychology. The title of her thesis is "Political 
Knowledge & War Hawkishness." After graduation, she plans to work as a drug and alcohol counselor or 
in social work, depending on where she can find work. She plans to try a few different things, and then 
decide on graduate school. She will travel to Europe and around the U.S. this summer. She is very 
pleased with her honors thesis and the experiences she had as a research assistant and international stu
dent. She is also pleased that she was able to· accomplish her degree while holding down full and part
time jobs. Leadership Scholarship 

Lindsey Zimmerman is a summa candidate majoring in speech-language-hearing science. The title of 
her thesis is "Talking Tall, Sounding Straight: Indexical Variation and the Perception of Format 
Resynthesized Speech." This fall, she will enroll in that the U ofM's master's program in speech
language-hearing sciences. She is pleased that she has made it through a busy year-she married last 
November, got accepted to her master's program in March, and just bought a new home. UROP 

If. 
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This special year-end issue of Honors
CLA News serves as a tribute to our 
honors students completing their 
undergraduate degree studies during 
the academic year 2006-2007. 

We recently asked our graduating 
students to reveal their immediate 
future plans, so that we may all share in 
the excitement. Their responses 

Dr. Rick McCormick 

reaffirm the diverse roles our institution plays in the lives of its 
students. Only at a large liberal arts college within a nationally
ranked public research university such as the University of 
Minnesota can we discover so many possible courses of study 
and approaches toward civic engagement. 

By celebrating the work of these honors students, we pay tribute 
not only to them as individuals, but also to the faculty and staff 
of the College and the University who have served them 
throughout their studies. 

So then, let us revel in each student's story told, each path 
drawn toward intellectual maturation, each pattern stitched 
with leadership, and--ultimately--each special way of being in 
the world. 

Those of us in Honors-CLA who have worked with our soon-to
be graduates would like to thank our students for the time they 
have spent with us and for the invaluable contributions they 
have made to Honors and to the intellectual and social life of the 
University. We wish each of you the best, wherever life's 
adventure may lead you. 

Rick McCormick, Director and The Staff of Honors-CIA 

Pamela Price Baker, Assistant Program Director 
Sally Taylor Lieberman, 

Associate Director for National and International Scholarships 
Kit Gordon, Academic Advisor 
Mary Moga, Academic Advisor 

Tom Fitzgerald, Academic Advisor 
Grant Schwartz, Academic Advisor 

Rebecca Dosch-Brown, Academic Advisor 

Nancy Russell, Administrative Specialist 
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Selmer Birkelo Scholarships provide one year of significant scholarship support for 
outstanding CLA students majoring in fields relating to history, modern languages, 
classics, or the social and behavioral sciences. The scholarships are awarded 
exclusively on the basis of academic merit, with particular attention paid to depth 
of study in the major, general breadth of coursework, and clarity of academic 
purpose. 

Heather Bauer: 

Arnoldas Blumberg: 

Caitlin Cook-Isaacson: 

Megan Corbin: 

Beth Dicks: 

Elizabeth Dobis: 

Erika Doerr: 

Alia El Bakri: 

Libby Issendorf: 

Nicole Korth: 

Emily Ladick: 

Aaron Marquette: 

Joseph McDonald: 

Amanda Steepleton: 

Peter Westlake: 

Speech, Language, Hearing Sciences 

Gender, Women & Sexuality Studies 

Individualized Studies 

Spanish & Portuguese 

Psychology 

Geography and Economics 

German Studies 

Political Science 

Journalism 

German Studies 

Greek 

Sociology 

Latin 

English 

Economics 



l{tldtJS 

David Ansari, Fulbright Fellow (Senegal) 

Johan Ashrafzadeh-Kian, Beinecke Scholarship Nominee 

Harlan Chambers, Fulbright Alternate (France) 

Kristen Gregory, Truman Scholarship Finalist 

Emily Groene, Fulbright Finalist, Results Pending (Brazil) 

Sarah Hampton, Beinecke Scholar 

Rachel Levitt, French Government Teaching Assistantship, Results Pending 

Rebecca Lynn Mitchell, Truman Scholar, Glamour Top Ten College Woman, USA-Today 
College Academic Team Member, Fulbright Alternate (India) 

Elizabeth Shockman, Carnegie Endowment for peace Junior Fellows Program Nominee 

Erin Steva, Carnegie Endowment for Peace Junior Fellows Program Nominee 

Kevin Terry, Truman Scholarship Nominee 

Nathan Wanderman, Truman Scholarship Finalist 

Elizabeth Burr (South Africa, 2006-07) 

Harlan Chambers (France, 2007-08) 

Mark Foster (Tanzania, 2006-07) 

Ted Meinhover (Indonesia & China, 2006-07) 

Mohamed Bakri, Sociology 



()06-'07 ra(lttatt~s 

Ariel Anderson is a summa cum laude candidate majoring in public relations. The 
title of her thesis is "Crisis Communication and Student Life, the Critical Disconnect in 
Higher Education." She is originally from Lauderdale, MN. Next fall, she will enroll at 
the University of Maryland-College Park to pursue her MAin college student 
personnel. She has already secured an assistantship at UMD in community service 
learning. The assistantship includes full-tuition remission as well as a stipend. She is 
pleased that her experiences outside of the classroom (leadership, community service, 
etc.) developed her passion and direction in life and made college about more than 
attaining a degree. For Ariel, college has been four amazing years of personal growth, 
amazing friendships and fun memories. President's Distinguished, Time Warner, 
Mary-Jo & Dick Kovachavich, Korean-American Scholarship. 

David Ansari is a summa candidate majoring in psychology. The title of his thesis is 
"Perceptions of Surgery-related Risks and Benefits in Parkinson's Disease when On 
and Off Medication." After graduation, he will be assistant teaching for the organic 
chemistry lab over the summer of 2007, gardening, and studying for the MCAT, if 
there's time. In the fall, he will be moving to Senegal to do research on Islamic 
leadership and community roles in education activities aimed at de-stigmatizing HIV 
and AIDS. He is pleased that he has cultivated cherry tomato plants, kale, beets, 
zucchini, potatoes, and red bell peppers in his kitchen. President's Distinguished, Gold 
National, the Ruth Eliff for study in Senegal, the Twin Cities Diversity for study abroad, 
UROP, CLA Internship Grant. 

Sara Baudhuin is a magna cum laude candidate majoring in political science. She is 
originally from Sturgeon Bay, WI. The title of her thesis is "Target of Terrorism." After 
graduation, she will be commissioned in the United Sates Marine Corps. She will be 
stationed in Quantico, VA. After she finishes her service, she plans to go to law school, 
either as a civilian or through the JAG program. She is pleased that all of her hard work 
is paying off, and is grateful for the support of her family. NROTC, Reserve Officers 
Association Merit Award. 

Alissa Boguslaw is a summa cum laude candidate majoring in cultural studies and 
comparative literature. She is originally from St. Louis, MO. The title of her thesis is 
"JAP Dialectics: the Bat Mitzvah, Postmemory, and Jewish Identification at the End of 
the 2oth Century." This summer, she will attend the Leo Baeck Summer University in 
Jewish studies and Humboldt University in Berlin, and in the fall she will study at the 
Goethe Institute in Berlin. After that, she plans to travel and work, and to pursue 
graduate studies in comparative literature beginning fall2oo8. Alissa is pleased that 
she won the Goldenberg Prize for best essay in Jewish Studies. National Merit. 



Caroline Bredeson is a cum laude candidate majoring in sociology. The title of her 
thesis is "Effects of Sexual Education on Adolescents." This fall, she will begin her 
studies at Harvard Law School. She has been awarded the Unitarian Universalist 
Stanfield Law Scholarship. She is pleased that she served as a volunteer in drug court 
as a probation officer and that she "rocked the LSAT!" MN Gold. 

Nicholas Beckstead is a summa cum laude candidate majoring in philosophy and 
mathematics. The title of his thesis is "Carnap's Logical Probability Revisited." He is 
originally from Woodbury, MN. After graduation, he will enroll in Rutgers University's 
PhD program in philosophy, where he has been awarded both a fellowship and a 
teaching assistant position. He is pleased that last year, he founded the University of 
Minnesota Undergraduate Journal of Philosophy and published the first issue of its 
journal. The second issue will be published this summer. Waller, Birkelo, Frederick 
Woodbridge. 

Joy A. Brintnall is a summa cum laude candidate majoring in physiology. The title of 
her thesis is "The Renin-angiotensin System in Adipose Tissue." She is originally from 
St. Paul, MN. This summer she will be working in government-run hospitals and clinics 
in Mexico through the CFHI program, and in the fall she will begin medical school here 
at the University where she has been awarded a scholarship. 

Sarah Brunsberg is a cum laude candidate majoring in psychology. The title of her 
thesis is "Prevention Versus Promotion: A Content Analysis of How Cholesterol Testing 
and Exercise Are Framed by the Media." She is originally from Crystal, MN. After 
graduation, she either will work full time or do an internship at a non-profit, as well as 
do some volunteering. She is proud of her volunteer service at the Aurora Center, 
where she participated in presentations as a violence prevention educator. She also 
participated in a project called "Take Back the News," which gathered and published 
stories of sexual assault. Lavon H. Cooper. 

Lorna Buikema is a cum laude candidate majoring in child psychology. The title of 
her honors thesis is "Living through Domestic Violence: Maternal Mental Health, 
Parenting and Internalizing Behaviors of Children." She is originally from LaCrosse, 
WI. Her plans after graduation include getting married this July and working, possibly 
here at the University for a year or two, and then going on to get her PhD in clinical 
psychology. She is pleased that she completed college in only three years and that she 
has grown a lot as person during that time. She really enjoyed being in the honors 
program and got to know some wonderful people as a result. Dean Scholar, MN Gold. 



Benjamin Canine is a summa cum laude candidate majoring in Spanish studies and 
political science. He is originally from Lindstrom, MN. The title of his thesis is "El 
Proceso de Autodescubrimiento en Los Articulos de Figaro." Next fall, he plans to teach 
English in Andalucia, Spain, and then enrolling in law school in fall 2008. He is 
especially pleased to have been awarded an internship for spring semester 2007 in the 
United States Mission to the UN, where he had the opportunity to attend closed-door 
Security Council deliberations and meet a number of high-level diplomats such as: 
Senior Advisor David Satterfield, Iraqi VP Adil Abdul Mehdi, Assistant Secretary of 
State Kirsten Silverberg, and Acting U.S. Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations Alejandro Wolff. He is also pleased to have lived in the International House in 
New York and had the opportunity to listen to lectures given by U.S. Ambassador 
Frank Wisner and the former President of Mexico Ernesto Zedillo. 

Erin Dwyer is a summa candidate majoring in child psychology. The title of thesis is 
"Relations between Early Maternal Responsiveness and Later Language Development." 
She is pleased that she was able to study abroad in Denmark, and that she taught tenth 
graders through Upward Bound. After graduation, she plans to move to Portland, OR, 
where she will work with runaway youths. Waller, Birkelo, Iron Range. 

Ashley Fliess is a summa cum laude candidate majoring in sociology. The title of her 
thesis is "The Ideal Mate: Androgynous or Sex-Typed? A Study of College Students' 
Conceptions of the Ideal Mate." Her hometown is Kenosha, WI. This fall she will begin 
law school at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Ashley is pleased that she 
developed and conducted her own sociological research. Gopher State, Pell Grant, 
Minnesota State Grant, Hispanic Scholarship Fund Scholar. 

Jen Fluke is a magna graduate (fall2oo6) who majored in English. The title of her 
thesis is "Betwixt the World Destroyed and World Restored: Politics and the Paradise 
Myth in 'Paradise Lost' and a Journey from St. Petersburg to Moscow." Her plans 
include working as writer at Thebe Street, and going to St. Petersburg this summer 
(where she met her husband on a study abroad). She is pleased to announce that she 
got married, bought a condo in Linden Hills, got a new puppy named Pushkin, and has 
a job as a writer, putting her degree to work! SC Johnson. 

Tim Franzen is a summa cum laude candidate majoring in journalism. The title of his 
thesis is "Invariably Invoking a Coarse Image: The 2006 FCC Indecency Rulings and 
the First Amendment." This fall, he will begin law school here at the University of 
Minnesota, where he plans to focus on constitutional law and the first amendment. He 
is pleased that he served as the Reader's Representative and the Minnesota Daily and 
that he got accepted to law school. Violent Screen Cinema was his favorite class, which 
he would not have been able to take unless he had been in honors. CLA Alumni, EE 
Johnson, Waller, Herbert Berridge Elliston Memorial. 



Bridget Haeg is a summa candidate majoring in English. The title of her thesis is 
"Living by his Verse: Ben Jonson's Literary Struggles between Commercial and 
Classical Interests." This fall, she will enroll at the St. Louis University School of Law 
where she will pursue a both her law degree and also a master in healthcare 
administration. She is quite pleased that she is graduating with honors in four years 
despite having a brain tumor and consequently undergoing many medical procedures 
while in school! MN Gold, Harrington, Captain DeWitt Payne. 

Matthew Hanna is a cum laude candidate majoring in political science and 
journalism. He is originally from Denmark, WI. The title of his thesis is "A Comparison 
of Advertising and Public Relations Communications in Affecting Cognitive Processing, 
Learning, and Attitude Change." After graduation, he will go to work for a year or two 
in politics, then to go back to school in a joint law degree and master's degree in public 
policy. He is pleased that he worked on the very successful 'Klobuchar for U.S. Senate' 
campaign, and also worked as a lobbyist for The Trust for Public Land on the successful 
Washington County, MN land conservation ballot referendum. He also served as an 
officer and team captain of the University of Minnesota Fencing Club. 

Lindsey Heffern is a magna candidate, double majoring in journalism and 
communication studies. The title of her thesis is "Viral Marketing: A Role in Public 
Health Communication Campaigns." After graduation she plans to work in marketing. 
Iron Range, Harriet Stoll, Donald Hawkins, Director's Award. 

Nicole Hodek is a magna cum laude candidate majoring in English. The title of her 
thesis is "The Cruelest Month." After graduation, she plans to work as an au pair in 
Holland. She is pleased that she was able to study abroad in London. CLA Alumni. 

Sarah Howard is a magna cum laude candidate majoring in journalism. The title of 
her thesis is "Online Promotion through Social Networking." After graduation, her 
goals are "to find a job, further my career, and eventually achieve my goal of having a 
Scrooge McDuck-esque money bin." She is pleased that she spent two years writing for 
an on-campus sketch comedy /talk show that aired on Minneapolis cable access and 
also has created and coordinated a local news satire blog, which she used to help 
research her senior thesis. Waller, Allen, Iron Range. 

Courtney Jensen is a magna cum laude candidate majoring in journalism: strategic 
communications. The title of her thesis is "Promise and Potential of Radio Frequency 
Identification Technology in the Consumer World and Its Public Policy Implications." 
This fall, she will begin law school at the University of St. Thomas, where she has been 
awarded a scholarship. Kopp Family Foundation, Wells Fargo Team Member Dependant, 
School of Journalism Director's Award, James S. Barden Advertising. 



Talitha Kolbow is a cum laude candidate majoring in African and African American 
studies. The title of her thesis is "Jezebel: A Critical Analysis of African American Female 
Playwrights Addressing a Stereotype of Women of African Descent." She is currently 
pursuing a position in student affairs or non-profit management within the US or Africa, is 
applying for a Rotary Cultural Ambassador Scholarship to participate in an intensive 
French language study program in Dakar, Senegal beginning fall2oo8, and intends to 
pursue advanced degrees in non-profit management, international development and social 
work within the United States and/or Africa after gaining professional work experience, as 
she been awarded a Mellon Fellowship for graduate studies at the University of 
Minnesota - Twin Cities. 

President's Distinguished, Tozer, U ofM Women's Club, University Wide Bush Diversity, 
Founders Partnership, Morton S Katz, Alumni Incentive, Multicultural Center for 
Academic Excellence Travel Grant for Impact 2006 in Atlanta, Georgia, University 
Partnership Grant. 

Rachel LaFond is a summa candidate majoring in chemistry. She is originally from 
Walker, MN. After graduation, she will begin graduate studies at the University of 
California-San Francisco in the pharmaceutical sciences and pharmacy program. She is 
pleased that she was able to study abroad in England, and that she had three different 
research experiences. UROP. 

Brianne Lawson is a summa cum laude candidate majoring in political science and 
communication studies who hails from Stewartville, MN. The title of her thesis is "The 
CSI Effect: Is TV Swaying Jury Verdicts across America?" She will begin law school this 
fall at one of the following schools: Pepperdine University, San Diego State, Loyola 
Marymount, and the University of St. Thomas, where she has received a full 
scholarship. She is pleased that she has written two papers over 30 pages in length-
something she never thought she would do! She is proud of graduating with no regrets 
and being accepted by some excellent law schools. Presidential, Donald Hawkins, 
Silverman. 

Ted Meinhover is a magna cum laude candidate majoring in global studies. The title 
of his thesis is "Changing Tides in Aceh: Tsunami, Civil Society, and Peace in a 
Globalized World." While his immediate plans are unsettled, he says that "the 
possibilities blow me away .. .l would like to build on my experiences with trans-national 
relations and communications, possibly continuing my education or in a career." He 
does plan to go to graduate school and has his fingers crossed for a scholarship. He is 
most pleased about his international experiences in Malaysia for a year with IRSEP, 
and recently in Indonesia, China, and Thailand. Sullivan, IRSEP, Upper Midwest 
Human Rights Fellowship, CLA Internship grant, Waller. 

Carla Merkow is a magna candidate majoring in music education. A percussionist, 
she is originally from Orono, MN. After graduation, she plans to teach music at the 
elementary or middle school level, she is not sure where yet. She is pleased that she was 
able to study music and culture during a May session in Ghana, that she was a founding 
member of the U of M African Music Ensemble, performed for her senior recital last 
November, and also successfully has completed her student teaching. 



Erika Meyer is a child psychology major who graduated in fall of 2006. She is 
originally from Sheboygan, WI. This fall she will enroll the Master of Social Work 
program at the University of Northern Iowa. She is pleased that she worked at an 
emergency shelter for abused and neglected children. Donald R. Zander Student 
Leadership Award, MacGray Leadership Awards, President's. 

Maria Moncur is a summa cum laude candidate majoring in history. The title of her 
thesis is "Our Brave Fathers": The War of 1812 and the Development of Public 
Historical Narratives in Ontario, 1812-1900." She is originally from Bloomington, MN. 
Next year, she "will be studying to earn my M.A. in history at Queen's University in 
Kingston, Ontario [and was awarded departmental scholarships]. After that, I hope to 
earn my PhD and teach 19th century U.S. and Canadian history at the university level. 
Watch for my book in seven years or so!" Maria is pleased that she "did independent 
research in Ontario for two months without once getting lost or mugged. She added, "I 
managed (somehow) to navigate several national and provincial archives without 
making a huge idiot out of myself, although the microfilm machines did take some 
getting used to. And I learned how to enjoy World Cup soccer, simply out of self
defense, because no one was talking about anything else for most of my time in 
Canada." Birkelo, Donovan. 

Nic Nett is a magna cum laude candidate majoring in architecture. The title of his 
thesis is "Sustainable Living: Domesticity and Sustainability." After graduation, he 
plans to take a year off from school to work here in the Twin Cities in the architecture 
field and to do service work abroad (possibly in China) before applying for graduate 
school. He is glad he had the opportunity to have had the opportunity to study abroad 
in Vienna, Austria. He took advantage of the time to complete his German studies 
minor, but more importantly, he became "better at life" in general. 

Meredith Newlin in a summa cum laude candidate majoring in child psychology. 
She is originally from Madison, WI. After graduation she plans to work for a year, and 
then go to graduate school to study clinical psychology. She is especially pleased to 
have had many travel adventures over the last four years. 

Leah Olson-Mohamed is a summa candidate pursuing a Bachelor of Individualized 
Studies degree. She does not have a title for her thesis yet. Leah is originally from 
Duluth, MN. She is pleased that she was able to live in Egypt for nearly two years, 
where she learned Arabic and met her husband, and that she has returned to finish her 
degree after several years away. This fall, she plans to work for 6-7 months, and then 
travel back to Egypt with her husband. After they return, they might move to a 
different area of the U.S. and possibly start a travel company specializing in trips to the 
Middle East. She is also considering writing a memoir about her experiences abroad. 
Waller. 



Katherine Shimek is a summa candidate majoring in Spanish and physiology. The 
title of her thesis is "Estrogen Mediates Expression of Chemokine Receptors CXCR1/ 2 
and CXCR 4 on CD34+ Endothelial Progenitor Cells and Augments Migration Induced 
by Chemokines SDF1-a, IL-8, and VEGF." Starting in fall2007, she will enroll at the 
University of Wisconsin- Madison School of Medicine & Public Health, pursuing a 
dual degree MD/MPH. She will also travel to South America to practice Spanish and 
go on a health-aid trip in December 2007. Ultimately she wants to work with Doctors 
without Borders to provide aid and health care relief to world regions affected by 
armed conflict and disaster. She is pleased that she studied abroad in Venezuela in the 
summer of 2006, taking classes, and investigating the health care system and educa
tion. Also, during the past year, she has worked with AED, the pre-medical honors soci
ety, to develop the Physician Shadowing Network. This network connects pre-medical 
students with physicians in the surrounding area so that they may partake in first-hand 
hospital observation. 

Martha Sortland is a magna cum laude candidate majoring in geography. She is 
originally from Golden Valley, MN. The title of her thesis is "Humanitarian Aid in 
Complex Emergencies: The Dilemma of Neutrality." This September, she will begin a 
three-month internship at the National Geographic Society in Washington, D.C. She is 
glad she was able to intern at the United States Department of State in the Humanitar
ian Information unit. She enjoyed her honors experience and only wishes she had had 
more time to take more honors courses. 

Laura Spence is a magna candidate majoring in history. The title of her thesis is 
"From Famine to Flood: Racism in Relief Policies in Ireland 1838-1849." She is origi
nally from Waukesha, WI. After graduation she will enroll in the Masters of Education 
licensure program at the University. She is pleased that she studied abroad in Florence, 
Italy. 

Rachel Steckleberg is a summa cum laude candidate pursuing a dual degree in 
physiology and genetics, cell biology and development. The title of her thesis is 
"Soluble Receptor for Advanced Glycation End Products: A Therapeutic Target for 
Chronic Disease." She is originally from Rochester, MN. This summer, she will travel to 
Peru where she will volunteer at a healthcare facility. She is also planning a leisure trip 
to Greece. On July 23, she will head back to Rochester to begin her studies at the Mayo 
Medical School. She is pleased that she won the Prentice Hall Organic Chemistry Book 
Prize, and also the Steen Johnson Undergraduate in Physiology Award for a paper she 
wrote on the topic of phantom limb pain. 

Melinda Stiles is a magna cum laude candidate pursuing the BIS degree: her areas of 
study are mass communications, Italian, and management. After graduation, she plans 
to move to Houston, TX to work in the hospitality industry. She is glad she was able to 
study abroad in Perugia, Italy. President's. 



Erin Steva is a summa candidate majoring in psychology. The title of her thesis is "An 
Analysis of U. S. Supreme Court Assumptions on Racial Redistricting." This August, 
Erin will begin a one year assignment with the Public Interests Research Group (PIRG) 
as a campus organizer, at a location to be assigned. After that she plans to attend 
graduate school in the Washington D. C. area to earn her master's degree in public pol
icy. Erin is pleased that she did an internship at Take Action Minnesota, a progressive 
non-profit organization where she worked on a project to determine the number of 
people without health insurance in each voting district, which helped to raise aware
ness of this issue. 

Allison Tanielian is a cum laude candidate majoring in political science and adver
tising. The title of her thesis is "The United States and Israel: Our Relationship from 
Carter to Bush." Her hometown is Deerfield, IL. In the fall, she will be attending Law 
School at Baylor University in Waco, TX, where she has been awarded the Dean's Aca
demic Excellence Scholarship, a full tuition scholarship for three years. For fall semes
ter 2005 Allison did a study abroad in Brussels, Belgium, which was the greatest ex
perience of her life and she cannot wait to go back to Europe and spend even more time 
there. Gold National. 

Keyonna Taylor-Coleman is a cum laude candidate majoring in psychology. The 
title of her thesis is "Optimizing the Primary and Secondary Distinction in Co morbid 
Disorders." This fall, Keyonna will be teaching elementary school in Phoenix, AZ as 
part of Teach for America, where she will also work towards her Masters of Education 
degree. Future plans include medical school. Keyonna is pleased that she made 
through the "past 4 educationally, financially, socially, spiritually, and emotionally 
challenging, exciting, trying, and amazing years without becoming the stereotypical 
'crazy psych major'." University Partnership Grant, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incor
porated, Actant/Del City. 

Kathryn Tully is a magna cum laude candidate majoring in global studies and Asian 
language and literature. The title of her thesis is "International Adoption and the 
West's Global Hegemony." After graduation, she will continue Korean language study 
at the Kyunghee University in Seoul, South Korea. She is pleased that she was able to 
study abroad in Korea during summer session 2006. Waller. 

Beth Uding is a summa cum laude candidate majoring on German studies and Eng
lish. The title of her thesis is "Meditations on Memory and Place in Wolfgang Koep
pen's Pigeons on the Grass." Beth just received an internship fellowship in Berlin, Ger
many through the Center for German and European Studies and the Checkpoint Char
lie Stiftung. In Berlin, she will work elementary schools as part of pilot program 
(English in the schools). She is pleased that she was able to study in Munich, Germany 
for the entire 2005-2006 school year, had worked as a peer advisor in the Learning 
Abroad Center, did a service learning project, and had worked on the newest edition of 
the Ivory Tower. CLA Dean's and National Gold. 



Jessica VandenHeuvel is a summa candidate majoring in psychology. The title of 
her thesis is "Daily Work Variables and Individual Differences: Which Affects How We 
Really Feel at the End of the Day?" She is originally from Green Bay, WI. After gradua
tion, she will go to Philadelphia to teach secondary mathematics with the Teach for 
America program. When she finishes her appointment, she plans to go to law school. 
She is pleased that she completed her research project and has participated in all facets 
of the study--the pilot study, data collection, analysis, and she also presented the re
sults at two conferences. Waller, Mortensen, UROP. 

Patrick Vincent is a summa candidate double majoring in cultural studies and com
parative literature, and is also getting a BFA in art. His thesis is titled "Animal Icon." 
After graduation, Patrick plans to take advantage of the many local arts organizations 
in order to build a portfolio, and then apply to graduate school to work towards a Mas
ter of Fine Arts. Patrick is pleased to have studies abroad with the SPAN program, after 
which he wrote a so-page research paper which is his proudest achievement at the U of 
M. Presidential. 

Laura Wallace is a summa cum laude candidate majoring in Spanish and psychology. 
The title of her thesis is "Effect of Violation of Expectation on Emotion in Romantic Re
lationships." Next year she plans on working. She is currently searching for jobs she 
would be interested in for the coming year. Laura is glad she was able to study abroad 
in Venezuela. Benson Buck, Waller. 

Emily Weber is a magna candidate double majoring in the political science and soci
ology. The title of her thesis is "Corporal Punishment in America's Schools: Reconsid
ering Its Common Law Foundations and Constitutionality." She is originally from Den
ver, lA. This fall, she will enroll in the Boston University School of Law, where she had 
received a scholarship. She is glad she participated in a May session study abroad pro
gram in Paris, worked as a teaching assistant in sociology, and served as a community 
advisor in Centennial Hall for two years. MN Gold. 

Brandon Weinbrenner is a summa cum laude candidate in the University's BFA 
Acting program. The title of his major project is "The Man oflnfinite Sadness," a one
act play he produced and directed. After graduation, he plans to step into the world of 
professional acting here in the Twin Cities. He is pleased that he had the opportunity to 
travel to Europe through study abroad, traveled to New Zealand to visit family, directed 
his classmates in a play here at the U, and understudied at the Guthrie. CLA Dean's, 
YMCA, Middlekauf Ford. 

Theodore Wesenberg is a magna candidate with a double major in history and 
Spanish. The title of his thesis is "Piracy in Barbary, 1600-1700." He is originally from 
Oshkosh, WI. After graduation, he will join Teach for America in Phoenix, AZ for the 
next two years. He is pleased that he learned Spanish while on his study abroad pro
gram in Toledo, Spain. 



Benjamin Wiggins is a summa candidate triple majoring in cultural studies and comparative lit
erature, studies in cinema and media culture, and sociology. The title of his thesis is "Redlining the 
Movies: How Hollywood Keeps the Suburbs Lily-White." He is originally from Deephaven, MN. This 
fall he will enroll in the PhD program in America Studies here at the U of M, where he has been 
awarded the Graduate Student Support Initiative Fellowship. Ben is pleased that he was able to be 
active in the local film community. He was in charge of the Independent Feature Projects internship 
and mentorship programs, interned at the film and video department at the Walker Art Center, and 
held the position of Program Director at the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Film Festival. 
Birkelo, Waller, UROP. 

Allison Zeigler is a magna cum laude and a dual degree candidate majoring French and interna
tional business. The title of her thesis is "Une Perspective Internationale Surles Pratiques Marketing 
dans les Pays Francophones." Her hometown is Waukesha, WI. Next year, she will be attending Mar
quette Law School, where she will study international corporate law. Allison is pleased that she was 
able to study abroad in Dijon France, where she was able to speak French all the time and to learn 
about French culture. 
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To Our Graduates: 

This special year-end issue of Honors-CLA News serves as a tribute to our 
honors students completing their undergraduate degree studies during the 
academic year 2007-2008. 

We recently asked our graduating students to reveal their immediate 
& future plans, so that we may all share in the excitement. Their responses 
reaffirm the diverse roles our institution plays in the lives of its students. Only at 
a large liberal arts college within a nationally-ranked public research university 
such as the University of Minnesota can we discover so many possible courses of 
study and approaches toward civic engagement. 

By celebrating the work of these honors students, we pay tribute not only to 
them as individuals, but also to the faculty and staff of the College and the 
University who have served them throughout their studies. 

So then, let us revel in each student's story told, each path drawn toward 
intellectual maturation, each pattern stitched with leadership, 
and--ultimately--each special way of being in the world. 

Those of us in Honors-CLA who have worked with our soon-to-be 
graduates would like to thank you, our students, for the time they have spent 
with us and for the invaluable contributions they have made to the intellectual 
and social life of the University. We wish each of you the best, wherever life's 
adventure may lead you. 

Pamela Price Baker, Associate Director 
Sally Taylor Lieberman, 

Associate Director National and International 
Scholarships 

Kit Gordon, Academic Advisor 
Mary Moga, Academic Advisor 

Tom Fitzgerald, Academic Advisor 
Grant Schwartz, Academic Advisor 

Rebecca Dosch-Brown, Academic Advisor 
Nancy Russell, Administrative Specialist 



Kudos to our National Scholarship Honorees 
Casi Buch, Class of 2008, University of Minnesota Nominee for a 2008 Truman Scholarship 

Rachel Garaghty, Class of 2009, 2008 Harry S. Truman Scholarship Finalist 

Jeffrey Hunger, Class of 2009, Beinecke Scholarship Winner, 2008 

Zachary Jones, Class of 2009, Critical Language Scholarship Winner, Amman, Jordan, Summer 2008 

Jessica Mann, Class of 2008, Fulbright Grant Winner, Germany, 2008-09; University of Minnesota 
Nominee for the 2008 Rhodes and Mitchell Scholarships 

Elizabeth Nelson, Class of 2008, Fulbright Grant Finalist, United Kingdom, 2008-09 (results pending) 

Christopher Shad, December 2007 graduate, Critical Language Scholarship Winner, Jordan, Summer 
2008; University of Minnesota Nominee for a 2008 Jack Kent Cooke Graduate Scholarship (results 
pending) 

Melissa Shelsby, Class of 2008, Fulbright Grant Winner, Korea, 2008-09 

Thomas Snyder, Class of 2009, Critical Language Scholarship Winner, Harbin, China, Summer 2008 

Kevin Terry, Class of 2008, University of Minnesota Nominee for the 2008 Rhodes and Mitchell 
Scholarships 

Molly Tolzmann, Class of 2009, University of Minnesota Nominee for a 2008 Truman Scholarship 

Joseph Walla, Class of 2006, 2008 Marshall Scholarship Finalist and Rhodes Scholarship Finalist 

Andrea Wegman, Critical Language Scholarship winner 

Katherine E. Sullivan Scholarship winner: 

Harlan Chambers, Class of 2008 (France, 2007-08) 

John Turner Award for best Honors Thesis: 

Neil Pederson, History 



Our Graduates 

Crystal Boyd is a summa cum laude candidate double majoring in Spanish studies and English. She is originally from Golden 
Valley, MN. The title of her thesis is "Literary Darwinism: The Viable Offspring of Evolutionary Psychology and Literary 
Studies. This summer Crystal will complete a marketing internship at the Bakken Museum and Library while she works full
time for the Metropolitan Mosquito Control District. This fall she hopes to begin an internship with the Illinois State Museum 
before heading to graduate school to earn a master's degree in museum studies. As an honors student, Crystal has had the 
opportunity to interact with some brilliant minds and charismatic personalities. She is particularly grateful to Beverly Atkinson 
of the Department of English, whose "constant support made a large university feel like home." 
Selmer Birkelo, UROP grant, Study Abroad Scholarship, Honors Thesis Grant 

Emily Brown is a magna cum laude candidate majoring in political science. She is originally from Olathe, KS. The title of her 
thesis is ''The Origins of Party Identification Among Social Groups." After graduation she will enroll in the Hubert H. 
Humphrey Institute's Master of Public Policy program. She is pleased that as an undergraduate she got to do an internship in 
Washington D. C. 
Waller, Mary Anne and Roger Page scholarships 

Casi Buch is a summa candidate pursuing a Bachelor of Individualized Studies degree with concentrations in Russian, teaching 
English as a second language, and translation and interpretation. She is originally from Hastings, MN. The title of her thesis is 
''The Traveler and One of His Shadows." After graduation she hopes to teach and work with a missions organization in Spain. 
She is most pleased that as an undergraduate, she completed an English translation of Victor Ocampo's book B viajero y una de 
sus sombras." 

Julie Commerford is a summa candidate majoring in geography. She is originally from New Ulm, MN. The title of her thesis 
is "Brown County: The Land and its People." This fall she will begin working on her master's degree in geography at Kansas 
State University, where she has been awarded a graduate teaching assistantship and the Timothy R. Donoghie Scholarship. 
President's Distinguished Student Scholarship, Freda Jordan Scholarship 

Andrea Coon is a magna cum laude candidate majoring in global studies. She is originally from St. Charles, IL. The title of her 
thesis is ''The Huntington Club: Europe on Xenophobia and its Implications on Turkish Accession in to the European Union." 
After graduation, she plan to move to Chicago and begin a career in sales and/or marketing. Andrea is pleased that she had 
the opportunity to study abroad twice-once in Florence, Italy and in London, England. She is also glad to be graduating in 
three years. 
Gold National Scholarship 

Laura Clementi is a summa candidate majoring in strategic communication. The title of her thesis is "Special Events as a 
Promotional Tactic: A Case Study of Concordia Language Villages' International Day Festival." This summer Laura will do an 
internship with Carmichael Lynch Spong in Minneapolis in its media relations and account planning divisions. She hopes to 
continue working at a public relations agency after she finishes the internship. She is pleased that she was able to study abroad 
twice-during her sophomore year in Bergen, Norway and in Buenos Aires, Argentina for the May session after her junior 
year. She also served on MPAC's Homecoming Executive Committee. Laura also served as her sorority's recruitment chair, 
leading a successful campaign in which her sorority reached its full capacity for the first time in I 0 years. 

Jessica DeWolf is a summa candidate majoring in psychology. She is originally from Stillwater, MN. The title of her thesis is 
"Analysis of Psychology Licensure Application and Board Review Process." After graduation she plans to spend time studying 
in Paris. Jessica will also complete coursework in chemistry and biochemistry before she enrolls in medical school, and she is 
also getting married next year. Jessica is pleased that she was able to work with the director of health psychology in the 
University's medical school, publishing their research in various medical and psychological journals. She is also proud of her 
extensive leadership and volunteer work in many different University organizations. 
A&A Berggren scholarship 

Shalee Dettman is a cum laude candidate double majoring in English and Spanish studies. She is originally from Abbotsford, 
WI. The title of her thesis is "Rap and Politics: Aristotelian Rhetoric at Work." In June she will begin the initial licensure 
program in the College of Education and Human Development here at the University. She would eventually like to teach 
English as a second language, working with children and/or adults. Shalee is pleased that she is finishing a double major with 
honors in only three years. 
Weatherfield scholars 



Amanda Dlouhy is a summa graduate (fall 2007) who majored in history. Her hometown is Cedar Rapids, lA The title of her thesis 
is "From Americanization to New Urbanism: Community and Reform in Low-Income Minneapolis Neighborhoods." She is currently a 
company dancer with Ragamala Music and Dance Theater, a Minneapolis based company that creates work rooted in bharatanatyam, 
a South Indian classical dance form. She also works part-time at the Non-Profits Assistance Fund. She is especially pleased that during 
her second year at the University, she took a I -credit dance class taught by Ranee and Apama Ramaswamy, co-directors of Ragamala 
Music and Dance Theater, and has since had the opportunity to perform with the company locally, nationally and internationally. 
Highlights include a two-week run at the Victor Theater in New York and a tour of Bali. 
History Day, Gold National, National Merit, Dean's, Waller scholarship, Class of 1889 Memorial prize 

Angela Dimler is a magna candidate majoring in art and Spanish studies. She is originally from Waconia, MN. After graduation she 
will begin working with Teach for America in Phoenix, AZ, and will also begin work on her Master of Education degree at Arizona 
State University. She is pleased that she was able to volunteer in different education settings, specifically at a small private school in 
northeast Minneapolis and at a charter school in south Minneapolis. 
Distinguished Presidential scholarship 

Elizabeth Dobis is a summa candidate pursuing a dual degree in economics and geography. She is originally from Fargo, ND. The 
title of her thesis is "The Effect of State Policy on Business and Residential Investment: Evidence from North Dakota-Minnesota 
Border City Pairs." She is currently looking for a position as a market analyst or possibly as a consultant. After she has a couple of 
years of professional experience she plans to go to graduate school. Elizabeth is especially pleased that she was featured in the fall 
2007 edition of Minnesota Economics, the journal of the University's Department of Economics. 
Gopher State, Lucky Waller, Selmer Birkelo 

MacKenzie Duffy is a summa candidate with a double major in sociology and art history. She is originally from Mankato, MN. The 
title of her thesis is "Caravaggio and the Oratory of St. Philip Neri." After graduation, she will begin teaching special education in 
grades one through eight in New York City through the Teach for America program. MacKenzie is pleased that she completed two 
internships this year, one at the Weisman Art Museum and another one on MPAC's Visual Arts Committee which have given her 
experience with arts related public programming. 
Waller, Puffer, and Study Abroad scholarships 

Adam Engelman is a summa candidate majoring in political science. He is originally from Temple, PA. The title of his thesis is "Does 
the Media Portray Female Candidates Differently than Male Candidates?" After graduation, Adam plans to work in Washington, D.C. 
for I to 2 years, and then pursue a master's degree in public administration. Adam is pleased that while here he had the opportunity 
to serve as a student representative to the Board of Regents, received the Presidential Leadership Award, and that he is graduating 
with highest honors. 

Alyssa Erickson is a summa candidate majoring in psychology. She is originally from Fargo, ND. The title of her thesis is 
"Attachment Conditioning: Human Mutilation." After graduation Alyssa will travel Europe for the summer. In the fall 
she will enroll in the University of Michigan's School of Social Work, where she has been awarded the Geriatric Fellowship and also a 
Michigan Scholarship. Alyssa is pleased that during her undergraduate career she has been involved in a Christian organization, which 
she says is "significantly bigger than myself." 
Mortenson and Waller scholarships 

Jenna Fannon is a magna candidate majoring in sociology: law, crime and deviance. She is originally from Lakeville, MN. The title of 
her thesis is "Rape Takes us back to the Dark Ages: Minnesota and Criminal Sexual Conduct." Her plans after graduation include not 
writing papers! She is looking forward to working and enjoying the freedom of having an income without such intensive learning or 
coursework. She plans to start an internship with a county working in probation and helping juveniles turn their lives around. Jenna is 
most pleased about graduating with honors as she will be the first person in her family to graduate from college. 
Sociology Senior Capstone Scholarship 

Matthew Flaherty is a summa candidate majoring in English. He is originally from Montevideo, MN. The title of his thesis is 'The 
Individual and the Community of the Absolute Spirit: A Hegelian Reading of Walt Whitman's Spiritual Vision." This fall he will begin 
working on his Ph.D. in English here at the University, where he has been awarded a teaching assistantship. He is pleased that during 
his undergraduate career he won a battle of the bands, started a poetry group, and volunteered at the Franklin Learning Center. 
Hackett Jones, PSM Jordan, John B. Cronin, MN Resident Undergraduate Scholarships 



G. Israel Garavito is originally from Woodbruy, MN and is majoring in communication studies. After graduation he will do summer 
sales for APX and then pursue a career as a communications consultant. 

Marniasha Ginsberg is a summa candidate majoring in psychology. She is originally from Madison, WI. The title of her thesis is "The 
Effect of Intergroup Contact and Self Disclosure on Intergroup Friendships: A Study of Anglo-American and Latino/a Friendships." 
After graduation she will pursue graduate studies in occupational therapy at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She is pleased that 
she completed the Student Project for Amity Among Nations (SPAN) study abroad program in Denmark. She used the experience to 
write an 80-page thesis on health care in the Danish welfare state. 
Bentson, Mortenson, Study Abroad, Lucky Waller scholarships 

Annie Hanauer is a Bachelor of Fine Arts candidate majoring in dance who is originally from Center City, MN. The title of her thesis 
is "Trained Bodies: Dance, Protest and Public Space." After graduation, Annie will join Candoco, a physically integrated dance company 
in London. She will teach and tour with the company to China, Greece and other countries. Annie is pleased that she got into a dance 
company straight out of college that pays a living wage and will allow her to tour. She is also glad that the company works with dancers 
with different levels of physical ability which will allow her to help challenge commonly held ideas about who can be a dancer. 
Iron Range, Waller, Nadine Sween, Barbara Barker scholarships, UMAA Award 

Matt Hensler is a magna candidate majoring in music. Maplewood, MN is his hometown. The title of his thesis is "An Ethnography of 
Musical Life in Leipzig." This fall Matt will begin working on his Ph.D. in musicology at Harvard University, where he has been awarded 
a frve-year scholarship. 

Rachel Koller is a summa candidate majoring in English. She is originally from Chicago, IL. The title of her thesis is "Close Your Eyes 
& Think of Ethan," a work of creative fiction. After graduation she will enroll in the University of Edinburgh's to earn her Master of 
Science in modern art history, Criticism and Curating. Rachel is pleased that she spent her entire junior year on a study abroad, 
travelled all over Europe, and met the love of her life. 
Gold National, Leaming Abroad scholarships, Honors Thesis grant 

Megan Kosse is a summa candidate majoring in anthropology and Spanish studies, She is originally from Fargo, ND. The title of her 
thesis is "IBM: The Downsizing of the Cradle to Grave Job and the Experiences of Fargo IBMers." This fall she will begin working with 
Waite House in Minneapolis' Philips neighborhood, through the Americorps Community Technology Empowerment Program. Megan 
is pleased that she spent a summer interning at the Resource Center of the Americas, for which she received a CLA lntemship Grant. 
During the internship, she learned more about the labor issues in the Latino community, which helped her decide on what she wants 
to do in the future, which is to combine a law career with organizing and advocating for the Latino community around labor and 
immigration issues. 
CLA Undergraduate lntemship Grant, UROP 

Melissa Kraus is a cum laude candidate majoring in speech-language-hearing science. The title of her thesis is "Factors Affecting 
Speech Perception in Children with Cochlear Implants." After graduation, she will work as a teaching assistant and volunteer program 
assistant at Northern Voices School for the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing. The school is located in Roseville, MN. She is also planning to 
pursue graduate studies in speech pathology or deaf education in 2009. Melissa is pleased that she is graduating with honors and 
already has her dream job lined up. She is also glad she was able to do a study abroad in New Zealand which she calls one of the best 
experiences of her undergraduate career. 
Waller Scholarship 

Thomas Leeper is a magna candidate majoring in political science and global studies. He is originally from Shoreview, MN. The title 
of his thesis is "Sympathy, Dissonance and Affect Transfer: The Electoral Implications of Political Death." This fall he will enter 
graduate school at Northwestern University to pursue his Ph.D. in political science, with an emphasis on American politics and political 
behavior. He has been awarded the Northwestern University Fellowship and Teaching Assistantship. He is pleased that he has gotten 
into graduate school, has worked with the National Youth Leadership Council as a research assistant, where has published a few 
articles, helped to edit a book and also presented at its national conference. 
United States Senate Youth Program Scholarship, U of M Study Abroad scholarship 

Emily Maeder is a cum laude candidate double majoring in linguistics and German studies. St. Paul is her hometown. The title of her 
thesis is "Swiss Miss? Development of a No-Drop Dialect." In the fall Emily will begin working on her master's degree in linguistics at 
the University of Bern, in Switzerland, where she had been awarded an International MA scholarship. Emily is especially pleased that 
she overwintered about thirty willow saplings~uccessfully- and that she managed to transplant the "mother tree" without injuring 
it, even though it is over 25-feet tall! She has also found homes for nearly all of the saplings, but let her know if you want one. 



Jessica Mann is a summa candidate triple majoring in global studies, German studies, and journalism. Her hometown is Orono, 
MN. The title of her thesis is "Representing Integration in the German Press." After graduation Jessica will do research and intern in 
Berlin, Germany on a Fulbright grant. She is especially pleased with her decision to study abroad, which in many ways has had a 
great influence on her life. 
Presidential, Waller, Study Abroad scholarships 

Anna Marco-Cortiel is a summa candidate majoring in linguistics. She is originally from Willington, CT. The title of her thesis is 
"A Sociolinguistic Study of Bulgarian L-vocalization." After graduation, she hopes to teach in Eastern Europe. She is pleased that she 
has been able to travel and learn to speak Berber and Bulgarian. 
Maroon National Scholarship, Waller scholarship 

Mariah Lynn Marshall is a cum laude candidate majoring in architecture. She is originally from Richaldn Center, WI. The title of 
her thesis is "Frank Lloyd Wright's A. D. German Warehouse: A History and Condition Analysis." She plans to work for a year after 
graduation and then pursue a master's degree in architecture. Mariah is pleased that she was able to do a study abroad in Oaxaca, 
Mexico. She is also pleased that she was able to do a research project on improving large lecture classes with Professor Julie 
Robinson, which they presented at the 2006 International Conference on the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning. The article was 
also published as a part of the proceeding from the conference. 
Honors Thesis grant 

Christopher McCall is a summa candidate majoring in political science. He is originally from Brookfield, WI. The title of his thesis 
is Party Control and Legislative Productivity: a Minnesota Case Study." After graduation he plans to work with a campaign agency. 
He is most pleased that he has been able to finish an honors thesis and has served as a community advisor for two years. 
Gopher State, National Merit scholarships 

Rebekah Moses is a cum laude graduate who majored in global studies. She is originally from Woodbury, MN. She is currently 
working as an Arabic translator/linguist in Iraq as a private contractor for the U. S. Army, which she plans to do for one year, and 
then pursue graduate studies in international relations. She is pleased that she was able to study Arabic in Yemen last summer. She 
is also glad to have the opportunity to improve her Iraqi dialect, and that she gets to ride in Blackhawk helicopters, which she says is 
cool. 
National Security Exchange Program 

Rebecca Oberg is a summa candidate majoring in English. She is originally from Hudson, WI. The title of her thesis is "Cheek to 
Cheek: Feminine Resistance in Cranford and 'Goblin Market.'" In June she will begin the M.Ed. initial licensure program here at the 
University, in preparation to become a high school English teacher. She has been awarded the Mabel Gran Ulsaker scholarship to 
help pay for her master's degree. She will continue working with Ramsey County Elections in St. Paul. Rebecca is pleased that she 
has begun studying modern Greek, which she finds challenging. 
Gopher State, Waller, Martin Ruud scholarships 

Adrian Odya-Weis is a summa candidate majoring in history and Spanish. She is originally from Milwaukee, WI. The title of her 
thesis is "Giving a Voice to the Voiceless: The Sanctuary Movement's Impact on Asylum Policy through the Media." Her future plans 
include joining AmeriCorps, and then going to law school to study and eventually practice immigration law. She is pleased that she 
won the history department's Green Prize in American History, and that she also completed the University's Civic Engagement 
Scholars Program, which requires 400+ hours of community service. Waller, Birkelo. President's Distinguished scholarships 

Ayla Odya-Weis is a summa candidate majoring in global studies. She has yet to decide on a title for her thesis. After graduation, 
she plans to work for one year and then attend graduate school to earn her MBA She is pleased that as an undergrad she served as 
Sigma Lambda Gamma president, volunteered ten hours per week with Project Legos, and that she is graduating with honors. 
President's Distinguished scholarship 

Elizabeth Pagel is a summa candidate majoring in sociology. She is originally from Oshkosh, WI. The title of her thesis is "Slogging 
Celebrity." She will spend the year after graduation teaching English as a foreign language in Hong Kong. She is pleased that she got 
to do a study abroad in Perugia, Italy, calling it a "beautiful amazing time." 

Emily Peters is a magna candidate majoring in political science and psychology. She is originally from Sioux Falls, SD. The title of 
her thesis is "Female Political Ambition." After graduation she will join Teach for America, teaching high school social studies in the 
Kansas City Charter Corps. Emily is pleased that she has successfully juggled honors, full time work, and still had a great college 
experience. 



Alexandra Raspa is a philosophy major who is originally from Eden Prairie, MN. The title of her thesis is "A Conservative 
Argument for the Legal Sanctioning of Same-Sex Marriage." In the fall she will begin law school at Hamline University, where she has 
been awarded the Dean's Scholarship. 

jana Rigdon is a summa candidate majoring in psychology. She is originally from Mankato, MN. The title of her thesis is yet to be 
determined. After graduation she plans enroll in the University's Ph.D. program in industrial/organizational psychology. She is most 
pleased that as an undergraduate she had the opportunity to study abroad in Paris. 
William Kelty, Mortenson Travel Abroad scholarships 

Marissa Rootes is a magna candidate majoring in psychology. She is originally from New Brighton, MN. The title of her thesis is 
"Retesting after Failure on a Personality Measure." After graduation, she plans to apply to graduate school for industrial/organizational 
psychology. She will also travel to France, Germany and Canada to visit family. She is pleased that she was able to co-author a project 
that was accepted for the Society for Organizational Psychology conference in April of 2008, was a primary researcher on another 
psychology research study, and also received an honorable mention for another study. 
Mortenson Travel Award 

Sarah Ryder is a magna candidate majoring in journalism. She is originally from Menomonie, WI. The title of her thesis is 
"Communicating in a Crisis: FEMA's Reaction to California Wildfires and Hurricane Katrina." After graduation she will begin working 
as an account executive at Risdal! McKinney Public Relations. She is pleased that she served as the PRSSA president for the 2007-
2008 academic year, has a job when she graduates, and is engaged to a wonderful man. 
Dr. Willard Thompson scholarship 

Melissa Shelsby is a summa candidate majoring in English. She is originally from Burnsville, MN. The working title of her thesis is 
"The Furious and Forlorn: Exploring the Universal Consequences of Colonialism." This fall she will begin teaching English in South 
Korea as part of the Fulbright program. Melissa is pleased that she won a Fulbright, and that back when she was a sophomore a piece 
she did for the Artworks competition called "Synchrony in the Sky" placed third in and it is still housed in the Weisman Art Museum. 
Lucky Waller, National Gold, Martin B. Ruud, Donald V. Hawkins scholarships 

Madeline H. Thaden is a summa candidate double majoring in global studies and Spanish and Portuguese studies. Minneapolis is her 
hometown. The title of her thesis is "The Mission of the Department of Homeland Security and the Increase in Human Rights 
Violations in Interior Enforcement." After graduation she is going to work for Centro Legal in St. Paul. She will also being doing fund 
development consulting. Madeline hopes to attend graduate school beginning in 2009. She is pleased about helping found the Save Yar 
Campaign, which works to prevent child abduction in South Sudan, her work with Centro Legal, and about playing in the campus 
orchestra where she served as concert master for four years. 
Iron Range, Waller 

Liz Vieira is a magna candidate majoring in cultural studies and comparative literature. Her hometown is Elm Grove, IL. The title of 
her thesis is "Beyond a Critical Consciousness: Cultural Studies (in)Action." In the fall Liz will begin law school here at the University. 
She is especially pleased that as a debate coach, she worked with many successful students, one of whom placed 2"d in the 2007 
National Debate T oumament. 
Waller scholarship 

Jenna Aliya Zakrajsek is summa candidate double majoring in English and journalism. She is originally from Milaca, MN. The title of 
her thesis is yet to be determined. After graduation she will begin working with Teach for America in Houston, where she will teach 
English as a second language to fourth and fifth graders. Jenna is pleased that she has gotten up the courage to leave everyone she 
knows to teach in Houston. She is excited to be working with children who need help and embarking on an incredible experience. 
President's Distinguished Students' scholarship 

Ruth Zinsmeister is a magna candidate majoring in global studies and German. Her hometown is Portage, WI. The title of her 
thesis is "The Role of Gender in German Language Society: A Critique of Three Influential German Feminist Linguists." After 
graduation she plans on teaching English in either Korea or Austria. She is most pleased that she was able to study abroad for a year 
in Germany, and also that she volunteered as a tutor, helping students with their English. 
Rotary, Bill Hiatt, IAPD, Leroesch scholarships, Certificate of Merit Department of German, Scandinavian and Dutch 



Complete list of Honors Graduates for 2007-2008 

Fall 2007 graduates: 
Andrew Adams 
Amy Anderson 
Jacqueline Anderson 
Mark Andrews 
Rachel Ball 
Alexandra Bentley 
Crystal Boyd 
Bryan Brody 
Marie Carlson 
Alexandra Choulenina 
John Cochran 
Cullean Colby 
William Collins 
Alex Coyne 
Margaret Dalzell 
Raven DeFilippo 
Nicole Denis 
Amanda Dlouhy 
Linda Dorow 
Jenna Dresen 
Alma Dzafic 
Kristina Fiedler 
Maniezheh Firouzi 
David Flannery 
Jonathan Franklin 
Nicole Fritz 
Megan Funk 
Michael Garberich 
David Gerold 
Joseph Gillin 
Elizabeth Gloor 
Amy Gotfredson 
Amanda Granger 
Elisabeth Hagberg 
Andrew Hamilton 
Mitch Hanson 
Jessika Higganbotham 
Christopher Holmes 
Elizabeth Hunhoff 
Rachel Huntzicker 
Amanda Keillor 
lan Kimmer 
Alexander Kocar 
Eve Kodner 
Jesse Kortuem 
Anna Kowalewicz-Hallen 
Samuel Kramer 
Chelsae Kronser 
Johan Kvamme 
Melissa Lam 
Heather Lane 

Thomas Leeper 
Michael Linnemann 
Cynthia Long 
Emily Lott 
Lindsey Lumley 
Molly Lund 
John Macintosh 
Emily Maeder 
Ashlie McDonough 
Michael McGarthwaite 
Theodore Meinhover 
Angela Menzel 
Hajime Miyauchi 
John Moore 
Rebekah Moses 
April Murch 
Heather Norrbohm 
Drew Oraskovich 
Nicole Pamelia 
Jenna Papke 
Sarah Peterson 
Marissa Pherson 
Greta Rudolph 
Julia Schaffer 
Dana Schmidt 
Sara Schweid 
Christopher Shad 
Frank Shaw Ill 
Christina Shoaf 
Benjamin Sigrist 
Ethan Stark 
Rebecca Stephenson 
Allison Stoneberg 
Leanne Tacheny 
Charity Thompson 
Shauna Tiede 
Paul Tilleson 
Sara Towle 
Erin Truesdale 
Rachel Uppgaard 
Amit Uran Markman 
Catherine Vanden Breul 
Tracy Vielhuber 
Kristina von Mosch 
Krista Wegner 
Elise Wells 
Janet Wendt 
Christiana Williams 
Joseph Wright 
Amanda Zimmerman 

Spring 2008 candidates: 
Marla Allen 
Tryn Almendinger 
Justin Alt 
Victoria Anderson-Barnes 
Jeannine Aquino 
Ross Arneson 
Johan Ashrafzadeh-Kian 
Alyssa Atkins 
Christina Balestreri 
Emily Banks 
Abigail Bar-Lev 
Megan Bartel 
Danielle Bass 
Heather Bauer 
Sarah Beckstrand 
Eric Beers 
Daniel Benson 
Jacey Berg 
Julia Berquist 
Bonnie Bigalke 
Andrew Bockover 
Sarah Bodeau 
Erin Bonner 
Claire Bradley 
Emily Brand 
Cassandra Braun 
Emily Bredon 
Lara Brekke-Brownell 
Sandra Briscoe 
Brittany Brouillette 
David Brown 
Emily Brown 
Hilary Brueck 
Casi Buch 
Jordan Carley 
Harlan Chambers 
Anil Chandiramani 
Jenna Christopherson 
Thomas Clasby 
Laura Clementi 
Aaron Cole 
Joni Coleman 
Julie Commerford 
Carla Continenza 
Caitlin Cook-Isaacson 
Ashley Cooper 
Sarah Cooper 
Megan Corbin 
Meredith Craven 
Matthew Dahlen 
Jasmine Dahlstrom 



Angela Damiani Kyong Ham Kristin Kusche 
Cory Davis Heidi Hamberger Andrew Kuzma 
Brianna Deal Ann Hanauer Emily Ladick 
Raven DeFilippo Robert Hank Rachel LaNasa 
Briar DeHaven Katherine Hanson Andrew Larson 
John Dewey Shanna Hanson Elizabeth Larson 
Crystal Dickson Elizabeth Harens Jacob Lasota 
Jonathan Dietrich Peter Hartman Kelli Lenart 
Angela Dimler Philip Hatchner Amanda Lentz 
Elizabeth Dobis Elysa Hays IIana Lerman 
Tanya Duenow Daniel Hedegard Aaron Leth 
Mackenzie Duffy Maria Heimer Liyun Lin 
Brittany Dumonceaux Liala Helal Allison Lindquist 
Janey Duntley Matthew Henseler Kaitlin Lindsey 
Shannon Eberle Michael Hensley Lisa Lipschultz 
Mary Eischens Christina Herron Jens Loberg 
Shadia EI-Said Rachel Hess Mary Jo Loch 
Carina Enbody Ryane Hibbs Heather Lokken 
Adam Engelman Carl Hill Jonathan Loveall 
Ashley Engels Lanetra Hill Garrett Lundgren 
Alyssa Erickson Amanda Hodel Robert Mackie 
Benjamin Faga Jennifer Hodgson Jacquelyn Magiera 
Kelly Farley Matthew Holm Jessica Mann 
Stephanie Feakes Katherine Holmes Anna Marco-Cortiel 
Brandon Ferlas Gretchen Hundemer Abraham Markin 
Lindsay Fischbach Dana Hunter Aaron Marquette 
Matthew Flaherty Randall Irwin Amy Mars 
Heidi Flessert Kristen Isensee Elycia Matushin 
Sarah Flom Mary lssendorf Katy McBurney 
Kathryn Fadness David Jacobs Christopher McCall 
Sheila Frankfurt Robin Janik Adam Mccullough 
Kristi Fritsch Lisa Jeremiason Joseph McDonald 
Duncan Frost Alyssa Johnson Dustin Mcintee 
Joanna Fullmer Bradley Johnson Louise McLarnan 
Kaitlin Gaddie Lindsey Johnson Eric McPherson 
G. Israel Garavito Meredith Johnson Amy Meier 
Kristin Gast Isaiah Jones Amber Melaney 
Nyssa Gesch Janice Kalien Angela Menzel 
Adam Gierok Rebecca Kaufmann Brandon Merritt 
Marniasha Ginsberg Christopher Kehoe Nathan Miller 
Marni Ginther Breanna Kelly Brian Minalga 
Anthony Giorgi Angela Keranen Kathryn Mohlenhoff 
Svetlana Gitman Abbey Kleinert Jacquelyn Mohn 
Taylor Gould Abbigail Klepetka William Moody 
Mallory Gowey Jenna Knisely Fannon Elizabeth Morris 
Laura Graner Jovan Knutson Yer Moua 
Erin Gregory Rachel Koller Robert Mueller 
Karin Grimlund Liliya Kosovan Steven Mullaney 
Samuel Gromoll Megan Kosse GiGi Mullins 
Heidi Hackbarth Melissa Kraus Jonathan Muncher 
Nicholas Hafele Leah Kronick Marty Nader 
John Haggart Ashley Krysinski Jory Nagel 
Nickolas Hagman Even Kuross Tracey Neary 



Annie Neisen 
Elizabeth Nelson 
Stephanie Nelson 
Michael Nemer 
Seth Neuschwander 
Ashley Nichols 
Anton Nikolov 
Elsabeth Oakley 
Rebecca Oberg 
Karina O'Connor 
Breanna Odeen-Fourre 
Adrian Odya-weis 
Ayla Odya-Weis 
Alister Olson 
Elizabeth Pagel 
Amanda Palmquist 
Sara Paradise 
Heejung Park 
Tanya Parker 
Danielle Penneau 
Laura Perkett 
Chelsey Perkins 
Emily Peters 
Ashley Peterson 
Alissa Petri 
Natasha Phillips 
Grace Platt 
Christopher Pleasants 
Laura Presnail 
Carmen Price 
Chantra Prom 
Lauren Pugh 
Andrew Pyper 
Alexandra Raspa 
Rachel Raymond 
Danielle Reed 
Lacey Reed 
Jennalee Reiff 
Mark Remme 
Tiffany Renando 
Jana Rigdon 
Erin Rogers 
Meagan Rohde 
Crystal Roob 
Marissa Rootes 
Lucy Rosenquist 
Elena Rozwadowski 
Benjamin Rueter 
Daniel Rump 
Adam Rusinak 
Sarah Ryder 
Robert Sanberg 
Ashley Schaefer 

Laura Schlichting 
Krista Schneider 
Jessica Schroeder 
Lacy Schumacher 
Amanda Schwenn 
Matthew Schwer 
Anna Schwindt 
Heather Schwitalla 
Siri Scott 
Dallas Scouton 
Charles Seguin 
Elizabeth Shaller 
Ryan Shelquist 
Melissa Shelsby 
RacheiShubatt 
Emma Sinkler 
Leeann Sit 
Emma Skallman 
Sarah Slauson 
Elizabeth Smith 
Jennifer Smith 
Patrick Smith 
Rebecca Smith 
Allison Snow 
Sythong Somsawat 
Madelyn Steen 
Amanda Steepleton 
Rachel Stene 
Calvin Stocker 
Amanda Supanich 
Jessica Swakow 
Erica Swift 
Christina Ta 
Seijen Takamura 
Joanna Tan 
Christian Tarsney 
Kevin Terry 
Madeline Thaden 
Chad Thomas 
Catharine Tierney 
Miranda Trimmier 
John Triscari 
Rebecca Tupy 
Sweta Venkataramanan 
Elizabeth Vieira 
Jessica Virant 
Kari Volkmann-Carlsen 
Joshua Wadinski 
Colin Waitt 
Laura Walker 
Heather Watson 
Molly Watters 
Douglas Weber 
Andrea Wegner 
Kelly Weir 

Kyna Williams 
Shayla Wilson 
Sarah Wolfe 
Cydney Wuerffel 
Katie Wynia 
Jenna Zakrajsek 
Ruth Zinsmeister 

May term and summer 
Candidates 
Regina Alexander 
Brett Arenz 
Lilian Bevis 
Elise Bonner 
Joscelyn Cecchini 
Andrea Coon 
Jessica DeWolfe 
Nicole Korth 
David Linton 
Mariah Marshall 
Katherine Mead 
Robert Russell 
Leota Thomas-Breitfeld 


