
Myth: It takes forever to graduate from the U. No one graduates in four years. 

Fact: On the Twin Cities and Morris campuses, most students graduate within four years. The Twin Cities’ 
four-year graduation rate for the most recent class will be above 57%, and on every campus, over 50% of the 
students graduate in five years. (See pages 35, 99, 117, 132, 142.)

Myth: The U’s graduation rates are way below those of peer institutions.

Fact: The Twin Cities graduation rates are higher than many other public Big Ten schools, and are 
competitive among our peer group, which includes the very best public research universities in the country. 
The graduation rate story is similar for our coordinate campuses; in particular, Morris’ 67% six-year rate is 
competitive with several elite schools. (See pages 35, 117.)

Myth: Undergraduate enrollment at the U is larger than the enrollments at peer schools. 

Fact: There are fewer undergraduates enrolled at the Twin Cities campus than at Florida, Illinois, Ohio State, 
Penn State, and Texas. Enrollments at our coordinate campuses are at or below the peer group averages. (See 
pages 14, 95, 112, 128.)

Myth: Classes at the U are huge and mostly taught in large lecture halls. 

Fact: 38 percent of undergraduate classes on the Twin Cities campus have fewer than 20 students, and 13 
percent have more than 100 students. Among our peer group, we rank 5th for having the fewest classes (19%) 
with 50 or more students. (See page 33.)

Myth: The state’s best students go to private Liberal Arts Colleges. 

Fact: We have almost as many honors students on the Twin Cities campus as Macalester and Carleton colleges 
combined. The average ACT score of these honors students (33 out of 36) is above that of the state’s great liberal 
arts colleges, and ACT scores on all coordinate campuses are trending up. Additionally, UM-Morris is among the 
country’s top public liberal arts colleges. (See pages 24, 32, 102, 113.)

Myth: Students can’t get the classes they need to graduate. 

Fact: Our academic advisors work closely with students to plan their schedules, and feedback from those 
advisors helps shape departmental course offerings and schedules. The freshman four-year graduation 
guarantee demonstrates our success. In this program, students enter into a contract with the University that 
promises they will have access to the classes and advising they need to graduate in four years or we’ll pay the 
tuition for the courses they couldn’t get and had to take later. We’ve never paid.

Myth: You can’t afford to go to the U.

Fact: The people of Minnesota should be very proud of the efforts taken to ensure financial access to all 
campuses of the University of Minnesota. On the Twin Cities campus, $147 million in scholarships and grant 
money went to undergraduate students. That’s up over $70 million from five years earlier. The University Promise 
Program has assisted over 13,000 Minnesota students across all five campuses. (See pages 18-20, 44-25, 100-101.) 

Myth: The U isn’t diverse, just a bunch of Scandinavians.  

Fact: Our students come from every corner of Minnesota, every state in the country, and every continent on 
the globe. Across all campuses, student enrollment is 15% students of color and another 9% are international 
students. For the Twin Cities campus, the in-state freshman class is 23% students of color, which exceeds the 
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recruitment pool of 16% of high school graduates in Minnesota who are students of color. The Duluth and Morris 
campuses have particularly proud traditions of serving Native American students. (See pages 25-29, 42-44, 53, 
102-103, 106, 113-117, 130-133, 141.) 

Myth: Students are anonymous. The U is a commuter school, there’s no community.

Fact: The University is a collection of many communities. The Twin Cities campus has over 800 Registered 
Student Groups representing academic interests, culture and diversity, the arts, fraternity and sorority life, sports 
clubs, and much more. Over 80% of freshman students live in the residence halls on the Twin Cities campus.

Myth: The U doesn’t graduate students of color.

Fact: On every campus, we’ve made significant strides over the past decade. 55% of the undergraduate students 
of color on the Twin Cities campus graduate in fewer than 5 years; over 56% in six years on the Morris campus; 
over 46% at Crookston. (See pages 36, 117, 132.)

Myth: The U is too big and inefficient

Fact: The University operates efficiently and constantly seeks creative ways to deliver excellence with fewer 
resources. (See pages 4-6, 87-89, 109-110, 125-126, 136-137, 148-149.)

Myth: Students only want to attend the Twin Cities campus.

Fact: Each campus contributes to the University’s excellence in the way that best serves its students, regions, 
and the state. At Crookston, undergraduate enrollment is up nearly 52% since 2006. At Duluth undergraduate 
enrollment is up nearly 7% since five years ago and 20% in last 10 years. Morris is up 16%, and our Rochester 
campus has grown from 57 undergraduate students in 2009 to 257 today. (See pages 96, 113, 129, 141-142.)

Myth: There’s no advising at the U.

Fact: Advising across the University has been a major priority. Sophisticated technology and well trained 
advising personnel have contributed to the improvements in student success described throughout the report. On 
the Rochester campus, student success coaches program has been a key factor in the increasing retention rates. 
(See page 142.)

Myth: Faculty don’t teach. They just focus on their research.

Fact: Faculty teach, and do much more. They teach courses like our Freshman Seminars, designed to enhance 
the first-year experience and limited to 20 students. Faculty also advise undergraduate students outside of class. 
And mentor graduate students. And provide leadership to their academic units. And serve on committees or other 
governance groups. And lend their expertise to serve the state. And yes, conduct outstanding research and then 
bring their passion for their fields and excitement over new discoveries into the classroom. 

Myth: The U is so hard to get into that it no longer represents Minnesota

Fact: The majority of our students are from Minnesota. On the Twin Cities campus, 69% of undergraduate 
students and 55% of graduate students are from Minnesota. Every year, 2,000 undergraduates, most from 
Minnesota, transfer to the Twin Cities campus. Keeping these students in Minnesota is good for our state, as is 
attracting high ability students from out of state, many of whom will stay, become active citizens and community 
and business leaders. (See pages 16-17.)


